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HE backwardneſs, with reſpe& to publication, 
which the heavy bulfineſs of the late extenſive. 
war, and its ſucceeding conſequences, occaſioned, ex- 
cited us to make a vigorous, and, as we hoped, deciſive 
effort, for the recovery of our former ſituation in point 
ol time. This was no leſs than to throw the whole bu- 
'Þ ſineſs of two ſucceeding years into ane volume; paying 
little regard to our own trouble, when put in competition 
with our engagements to the Public, the ſpirit of the 
1 undertaking, and the utility of the Performance. 
Ihhis experiment (for it was no more, and is not to be 
repeated) has by no means anſwered our expectation with 
reſpect to the ſaying or gaining of time. We have found 
the double work exceedingly heavy; and the buſineſs in 
its amount went far beyond our calculation. The cri- 
| # tical circumſtances, the extraordinary claims, and the 

; alarming change in connections and policy, which ap- 
peared, within that period, to be takin place in Europe, 
pPreſented an aſpect not a little ominous to its repoſe ; 
and neceſſarily rendered our foreign hiſtory an object of 
i much care, conſideration, enquiry, and reſearch. And 
however important foreign affairs were, our domeſtic 
concerns were not leſs ſo; and were ſtill more Intereſting 
to Engliſhmen, 


Within the period of which we treat, one parliament 
had been ſuddenly diſſolved, a new one ſpeedily called, 
„ and 


P It E F A E KE. 


and we had the hiſtory of three ſeſſions, filled with the 
moſt intereſting matter, to recount. In that time, be- 


ſides the change of one ad 


tended with new and extraordinary circumſtances) an 
unexpected and ſignal revolution took place in the ſtate 
of parties, intereſts, and public opinions, throughout the 
kingdom. In this courſe of things, ſome new, and 
many great conſtitutional queſtions were agitated. 


The complex and intridate ſtate of Eaſt India affairs, 


and the long courſe of enquiry which they produced, 
were not the leaſt difficult or arduous parts of our taſk. 
In treating this. ſubject, we were pledged; and indeed 
neceſſarily bound, to take a retroſpective view of the 
proceedings in parliament relative to the Company, from 
the time that the Secret and the Select Indian Commit- 


tees were appointed by the Houſe of Commons in the 


year 1781, to the period which: comes properly within 
the line of our narrative. ö 


* other effect our new experiment may pro- 
duce, it will at leaſt afford a proof of our diſintereſted- 
neſs, and a teſtimony of the high ſenſe which we enter- 
tain of our obligations to the Public: Our Publiſher 
having liberally ſacrificed his own emolument in giving 
the double volume without any additional expence, and 
we having, no leſs chearfully, beſtowed our labour and 
time for the ſame purpoſc. 


F:: 


giniſtration, and the appoint- 
ment of another (meaſures which in both caſes were at-. 
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3 3 20 
Nuetroſpective wiew of the general affairs of Europe from the year 1780. , 
= FEmperor, Great ſchemes cf reform and regulation, Some general obſer- 

3 wations on them. Decree for extending the liberty of the preſs. Decree 

3 in favour of the Fews, Ordinances ſtriking at the authority of the court 
M of Rome. Oftenſible cauſes, and political motives, for the Emperor's 
3 journey to the Low Countries in the year 1781. 11! conſequences of the 

© war in which Holland was engaged, and of the new political ſyſtem 

4 adopted by that Republic. Reſumption of the Dutch Barrier among the 

* principal objects of the Emperor's journey. Objerwvations on that meaſure. 

E Barrier reigned, and the fortreſſes diſmantled. Alarm occaſioned thereby 

2 in Holland. Great benefits derived by the Auſtrian Netherlands, from 
becoming the medium of Britiſh Commerce, in conſequence of the war 

x between the maritime powers. Sudden riſe of Oftend to commercial im- | 
wy poriance through the ſame cauſe, Great favours conferred by the Emperor 

1 upon the city and people of Oſtend. Declares the port free; orders a baſon 

. 10 Be conſtructed; grants ground for building to foreign ſettlers; and places 

. of public worſhip to the Proteſtants. Emperor examines the obſtructions to 4 
i : the navigation of the Schelde, and viſits Holland. Returns to Vienna. | 


"7 Various wiſe and humane regulations adopted in the courſe of the years 1781 


and 1782. Enlargement of religious liberty to the Proteſtants—of civil 
liberty to the peaſants of Bohemia, Moravia, Sileſia, and Auſtrian Po- 
land, who are diſcharged from their ancient ſlavery to the lords. Free 
exerciſe of their religion, with other advantages, granted by the Elefor o 
Saxony to the Roman Catholics in his duminions. Inquiſition aboliſhed by 
tb Grand Duke of Tuſcany. Univerſities refermed by the Emperor. 
Vor. XXVII. Ba I ob” 
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Allots ſchools for the education of ſoldiers children. Meaſures for ren- 
dering the city of Trieſte a great commercial Emporium. Emperor lenas 
four millions of florins to the merchants of that city. Suppreſſion of 
religious houſes in the Auſtrian dominions. Keeleſiaftics in the Auſtrian 
Netherlands diſcharged from all foreign juriſaiction. Imperial reſcript, 
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diſclaiming all ſubordination, in ſecular affairs, to the Holy See, Sup- 
prejjron of religious houſes in the Duchy of Milan, Alarm at Rome, Cor- 
reſpondence betwveen the Pope and the Emperor. Tourney of the Sovereign 
 Pontiff, Pius the Sixth, from Rome to Vienna. Received with great ho- 


nours by the Emperor and Court; but fails in the objefs of his journey. "A 


Returns to Rome. Reform of the religious orders continued; and extended 
to the Hierarchy, and ſecular Clergy, as well as to the Regulars. Com- 
miſſion for adminiſtering the ſequeſtered eſtates; the produce deſtined to 


public purpoſes, Obſervations and flriures of foreigners on ſeme of the/e | 


tranſactions. 


8 HI LE the four great mari- 


| time powers of Europe were 
exhauſting their ſtrength and ſacri- 


ficing their ſubjects in that war, to 


Which the revolt of the Britiſh colo- 


nies in America gave riſe, and which 
in its progreſs ſpread ſuch deſolation 


through both the Old and the New 


World, the emperor of Germany 


was more happily employed, in cul- 
tivating the arts of peace, in the 
improvement of his widely-extended 
dominions, and 1n eſtabliſhing upon 
ſure and permanent foundations 


the power, and conſequently the 


ſecurity, of his empire. 
In the laudable purſuit of theſe 
objects, he was not contented with 


. adhering to the beaten track marked 


out by others, or of waiting the 
diſtant effect of ſlow and progreſſive 
ſchemes of improvement. The 
fertile and active mind of this 


prince, embracing at once a mul- 


titude of objects, would carry eve- 
ry thing directly to that ultimate 
point of perfection which it held 
conſtantly in view; as if, ruminat- 
ing on the ſhortneſs of human life, 
he had determined to eſtabliſh his 
defigns fo ſpeedily, as not only, if 


he ſhould himſelf be cut off, to 


place them out of the reach of fu- 
ture contingencies, but to obtain a 
probability, if he lived, of parti- 
cipating in the benefits he intended 
for his country. He was accord- 
ingly inceſſantly occupied in fram- 


ing, adopting, examining, or car- 


rying into execution, numberleſs 
projects of regulation and improve- 
ment, of leſs or greater importance, 
but including ſome of ſuch magni- 
tude, as went to the eſſential re- 


form of the firſt departments of the 


ſtate and government, whether ec- 


cleſiaſtical, civil, or military. This 


taſk, ſufficiently arduous in itſelf, 
was rendered ſtill more difficult by 
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the nature of his dominions, com- 


poſed as they are of ſeparate king- 
doms, and a number of» diſtinct 
provinces, obtained by different 
means, and at different periods, 
ſubject to their own peculiar forms 
of government, and ftill retainin 
many of their original rights 19 
inſtitutions. | 

It would have been contrary to all 
experience, and conſequently to hu- 
man nature itſelf, (of which expe- 


rience is our only evidence) if ſuch, 


and 


K* 
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and ſo many ſchemes of reform, 


militating with popular opinions, 


national practices, and tending di- 


XX realy to overthrow eſtabliſhments 
now venerable by their antiquity, 
and which had been conſidered as 
Z ſacred in their inſtitution, could 


have been carried into effect, with- 


out at leaſt exciting much diſſatis- 
faction and complaint, and without 


winging the ſhafts of cenſure, and 


giving energy to them, if not to 
more dangerous weapons. All theſe 


2 effects, except the laſt, the purſuit 


of theſe meaſures indeed produced: 


nor were the terrors of puniſhment, 
the dangers of which were multipli- 
ed by the great rewards held out for 
the diſcovery of offenders, ſufficient 
do prevent the bittereſt libels upon 
the emperor from being circulated 
even in his capital. But the miſ- 


chief went no farther; and this 
prince proceeded in the eſtabliſh- 


ment of his new regulations, with 


unexampled facility and ſucceſs. 


Nor indeed was obſervation con- 


_»> fined to the harſher part of criti- 
+ ciſm. Foreigners, being under no 
= reſtraint, have been equally free 
n both reſpects; but it may be ſup- 
poſed, that religious and political 
prejudices have had ſome ſhare in 
dictating both their praiſes and their 
= firictures : for who, in the great 
European republic, can be totally 


unconcerned in theſe ſubjects? 


It has been urged, on one ſide, 


+ that the ſpirit of reform is too vio- 
leut in this prince: and that, 
though in ſome inſtances it might 


have been directed to proper objects, 


pet, that in general it ſeemed ra- 
ther to degenerate into a paſſion for 
> Innovation, than to be the cool reſult 
; 155 of a comprehenſive knowledge and 


due conſideration of things, guided 


1 by prudent and pradicable views 


of improvement. They ſaid, that 
he ſet out too rapidly to be able to 
maintain his career. That his 
haſty, indigeſted ſchemes, involved 


in their formation the principles of 


diſſolution; that they militated 
with each other; were in many 
reſpects contrary to natural juſtice, 
and highly oppreſſive; that ſome 
of them warred ſo directly againſt 
the opinions and feelings of man- 
kind, that they were already of 
neceſſity abandoned. Nor did even 
the meaſures which he purſued in the 
regulation and conduct of his vaſt 
armies, and on which he was ſup- 
poſed particularly to reſt his fame, 
eſcape the cenſure of military eri- 


tics, either at home or abroad, 


It is, however, to be remember- 
ed, that the Herculean taſk of re- 
formation requires very peculiar 
properties and qualities, That the 
degrees of fervour, zeal, and fer- 
tility of deſign, eſſentially neceſſa- 
ry to canſtitute a reformer, fre- 
quently lead him to overſhoot his 
objects; but that without theſe, and 


other correſponding diſpoſitions and 


propenſities, he ſeldom or ever 


could reach them. That nearly all 


ſucceſsful reformers have accord- 
dingly erred in the ſame manner, 
and fallen into a ſimilar exceſs, 
And, with reſpect to military affairs, 
it is to be obſerved, that it is of the 
very nature of diſcipline, to pro- 
duce a tenacious adherence to forms, 


and of courſe an animoſity to inno- 


vation. To which it may be added, 
that the diſſatisfactions inevitable in 
all armies, and more particularly 
in ſuch vaſt hoſts, from the great 
variety of tempers and characters 
they include, mutt throw many 
impediments in the way of refor- 
mation. | 

| Upon dhe whole it may be ſuſ- 


4] 
peQed, that the too haſty adoption 


of his projects, the multiplicity of 
them, and the endeavour to carry 


them at once into execution, were 


among the principal errors of this 
prince. Bur 'it muſt at the ſame 
time be acknowledged, even fup- 
poking the juſtneſs of theſe and other 
objections admitted, that the empe- 
ror has, within the ſmall number 
of years that have elapſed ſince he 
arrived at undivided Power by the 
death of his mother, made wonder - 
ful advances towards the improve- 
ment of various parts of his domi- 
nions; that he has done great and 
praiſe- worthy things for the benefit, 
ſecurity, and happineſs of his ſub- 
jets in general, as well as of par- 
ticular claſſes and orders; and that 
he has made great and eſſential re- 
forms in ſeveral departments of the 
ſtate and government, however the 
utility of ſome of his regulations 
_ yet be thought queſtiona- 
= 
A liberal diſpoſition with reſpect 
to religious toleration was early 
to be expected, from the character 
and general conduct of this prince; 
and little doubt was accordingly en- 
tertained but that it would be free- 
ly diſplayed, whenever the power 


was lodged ſolely in his own hands. 
Other parts of his diſpoſition and 


policy, particularly with reſpect to 
_ eccleſiaſtical matters, continued yet 


unknown and unſuſpected, even for 


ſome time after the demiſe of the 
empreſs queen. But the years 1781 
and 1782 removed the veil that 
covered his deſigns in this reſpect ; 

and it ſoon became apparent, that 
the reducing the exorbitant power of 
the clergy within his own domi- 
nions.; the ſevering and emancipat- 
ing them from all dependence on 
155 court of Rome; vin the ſup- 
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of the preſs, which had hitherto = 


e ſays) we ſhall profit by them; ; 


1784-5. 
pfefſion' of the religious orders, and 
the appropriation of their property, 
were among the great and deter- E 
mined objects of the emperor's 
policy. / 1 

A liberal extenſion to the liberty 


a —— > ren 


been much circumſcribed in the 
Auſtrian dominions, ſeemed in ſome 7 
degree an opening to ſucceeding 1 
events, and might be conſidered as 
throwing ſome light upon vieuvs 
which were not otherwiſe revealed. —T 
The order or decree for this purpoſe 
was all written by the emperor's = 
own hand, and was publiſhed early | 
in the year 1781. By one of the 
articles he allowed a free circula- 
tion, without examination or li— 
cence, to all thoſe literary reviews 
of various publications, with which 
Germany, from the number of its 
ſtates, of its public ſchools and 
univerſities, and the great differ- 
ences with reſpect to religious and 
political principles or opinions, 
more particularly abounds than ary 
other country. Even the ſubject of 
eccleſiaſtical hiſtory is left open by 
this article. By another, he per- 
mits that all ſtriqtures upon the con- 
duct of the throne itſelf might be 
publiſhed with full ſecurity ; pro- 
viding only, that they do not de- 
ſcend to the character of paſquinades 
or abſolute libels. Upon this ſub- 
ject he expreſſes himſelf with a 
noble magnanimity— If there be 
« any thing juſt in them, (he 1 


„ „„ e Tus „ 
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4 if not, we ſhall diſregard them.“ 
He likewiſe permits the free pub- 
lication of all political news- papers 
and pamphlets without exception; i 
and the diſcuſſion even of religious 
ſubjects is admitted, with only this 
reſervation, that ſuch writings 
ſhould not attack, in any of their 
funda⸗- 


— 
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fundamental principles, the three forded a moſt alarming preſage of 
eſtabliſhed religions of the empire, what it had farther to apprehend. 
being the Roman Catholic, the By the firſt of theſe, all the reli - 
Luther an, and the Calviniſt. gious orders within the royal and 
Though this laſt clauſe, which imperial dominions, (but confined, 
went to the protection of the two we apprehend, to Germany ard 
| *Z reformed religions as well as the Hungary) were ſtrictly prohibited 
 *Z catholic, might ſeem virtually to from holding any corretpondence, 


include a toleration to tne proteſ- 
tants within the emperor's own 
particular dominions, yet the de- 
cree for that purpole did not ap- 
pear until about the cloſe of the 
year. 5 

The jewiſh nation or people, 


who through a long courſe of cen- 


turies had {© often been doomed 
to lament the caprices or rapacity 


of monarchs, and to become vic- 


on ſpiritual or temporal ſubjetts, 
with their reſpective chiefs, while 
theſe were reſident in any ſoreign 
parts; and farther preſcribing, 
that under ſuch circumſtances, they 
ſhould be governed entirely by 
their provincial ſuperiors : Who 
were, however, to be at all times 
ſubject to the controul and autho- 
rity of the epiſcopal power in the 
reſpective dioceſes, and even to 


tims to the revolutions of ſtates, the temporal governors of pro- 
1 were now among the firſt to expe- vinces. By the other ordinance it 
$ rience the benefit of living under was enaQtcd, that no bull, brief, 
1 > a government, where the prince or other inſtrument, iſſued by the 
has ſufficient: comprehenſion to diſ- apoſtolic ſee, ſhould be received, 
| > cover that his own intereſts are, or have any effect whatever within 
„ in a leis or greater degree, inſe- the imperial dominions, until it was 
y parably connected with the ſecu- rendered valid by the fanRion of the 
f > rity and proſperity of every claſs ſovereign. 


and order of his ſubjects. 
other immunities and privileges 


now granted by, the emperor to 
that people, they were particularly 
admitted to the right of exerciſing 
all kinds of arts and trades, of 


Among 


Theſe decrees were iſſued at Vi- 
enna, in the latter end of March, 


1781; and it may be eaſily ſeen, 


that the court of Rome could ſcarce- 
ly have received a greater ſhock. 


For the reſidence of the generals 


8 applying themſelves to agriculture, or chiefs of the principal religious 
5 and to the invaluable privilege of orders at Rome, was the link, 
2 freely purſuing their ſtudies in the which immediately united their 
e univerſities, without any impedi- reſpective communities, however 
e | ment whatever on the ſcore of re- widely diſperſed, to the papal 
; gion: fo that, upon the whole, chair, and which afforded the 
» they ſeem now to poſſeſs in ge- means of maintaining a ſubordi- 
z- =; neral the ſame advantages with nation and diſcipline unexampled 
rs other citizens. 5 in its nature and extent; While 


This decree in favour of the 
Jeus, was ſoon followed by two 
unexpected ordinances, which ſtrik- 


ing directly at the power aud au- 


thority of the court of Rome, af- 


that edict, by cutting off the in- 
tercourſe, muſt, in its effect, if 
not entirely diſſolve the connection, 
at leaſt render it uſeleſs with reſpect 
to its deſtined purpoſes. 
4 3 


Other 
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Other great political objects, to- 
gether with a long journey, in 
conſequence of them, which the 
emperor was then upon the point 


of undertaking, and in the courſe 
of which he viſited the Low Coun- 
tries, Holland, and France, ſerved 


to draw off his farther immediate 


attention to eccleſiaſtical affairs, 


and afforded time for the court of 
Rome to recover from its firſt aſto- 
niſhment; and to deliberate upon 
and purſue ſuch meaſures as might 
oſſibly mitigate the effects of the 
ate unexpected blow, or at leaſt 
ward off {uch evils as were farther 
to be apprehended, 
_ He had ſufficient oſtenſible mo- 
tives, if any ſuch were wanting, 
For undertaking this journey. He 
had to take Recon peſſeſſion of 
the Auſtrian Netherlands; to be 
Inſtalled in his dukedom of Bra- 
bant; to regulate the public affairs 
at Bruſſels, preparatory to the ar- 
rival of his ſiſter the arch-ducheſs, 
and her huſband, the duke Albert, 


of Saxe-Teſchen, on whom the go- 


vernment of theſe provinces was 
| beſtowed on the death of prince 
Charles, of Lorraine, and who were 
now far advanced in their way thi- 
ther; to all which may be added, 
the natural defire of wiſhing to ſee 
his new ſubjects, and being ſeen 
by them; beſides the opportunity 


which this tour would preſent, of 


viſiting his ſiſter the queen of 
France, and of ſeeing parts of that 
country on his return, which he had 
not hitherto an opportunity of ob- 
ſerving. | 

But there were other matters, of 
much' greater political moment, 
whith operated apon this prince 
in undertaking the journey. The 
ruinous and unfortunate war, into 


which the prevalence of the French 
VIA 2 


its old and natural ally, among its 


ſented ſuch a view of diſorder and 


new circumſtance of misfortune or 


effective remedy. The differences »J | 
between the prince ſtadtholder and 
the ſtates were multiplying ſo faſt, 


and republican faction in Holland 
had precipitated that country with # 


\ 
other irreparable ill conſequences, 
was the means of unveiling the na. 
kedneſs of the republic, and, to the "F . 
aſtoniſhment of all Europe, pre. 


„ e 


imbecility in the government, and 7} 
of radical weakneſs in the ſtate, a2 
had not before been ſuſpected, even 


by its neareſt and keeneſt - eyed 
neighbours. The impreſſions made 
by this diſcovery were continually 2 
increaſing, as almoſt every day of 
the war was marked with ſome 


diſgrace. While they were thus 1 


expoſed to danger from without, te 


ſtate and the public were convulſed 7 
and torn to pieces by inteſtine diſ- 
ſenſions, the ſeeds of which were 
ſo numerous, and fo deeply laid, a2 
ſcarcely admitted the hope of an 


and increaſing ſo much in degree 
and virulence, as to indicate a ſpeedy 
and moſt alarming criſis ; while the 7 
violence and animoſity of the French 
and Orange factions, which includ- 


ed between them the whole body of 
the people, and all the departments 


of government, whether civil o 
military, by ſea or by land, ſeemed 7 
deſtined to harrow and tear up the 
very foundations of the republic. Pp 


Upon the whole, it ſeemed clear to 


all obſervers, that the reſtoration of 
the republic, in any degree, to ii? 


former power and ſplendor, was 4 — 


circumſtance which would not ad- WE 
mit of a moment's ſpeculation ; and 3 
that ſome conſiderable revolution 


was neceſſary, to preſerve the union 


of its parts. 1 
| k could not be expected, upon 8 
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any foundation of political know- 


ledge and experience, that the un- 


E- expected diſcloſure of ſuch a ſcene, 


with the magnitude of the objects 
which it exhibited, and the pro- 


XZ ſpedts of advantage it held out, 


ſhould not attract the views, and 
excite the ambition, of a powerful, 
active, and neighbouring ſovereign, 
whoſe enterpriting diſpoſition, tho' 
hitherto a good deal reſtrained, had 
however been apparent in other an- 
ſtances. 4 7 

The reſumption of the Dutch bar- 
rier was among the firſt advantages 
he propoſed to draw from the pre- 
ſent forlorn ſtate of their affairs. 
Few are ignorant that the princi- 
pal fortreſſes of the Auſtrian Nether- 
ſands, including ſeveral of their 
moſt conſiderable cities, had, ever 
ſince the concluſion of the ſucceſ- 


ſion war, been depoſited in the hands 


of the Dutch, for the mutual be- 
nefit and ſecurity of the court of 
"Vienna and theinſelves ; for, at the 


ſame time that they formed a pow- 
erful barrier to cover the territories. 


of the ſtates, they were to be gar- 
riſoned and defended by them; 
and thus ſerved to obviate the dan- 
gers apprehended by both from the 
power and ambition of France. 
During the long ſucceeding de- 
preſſion of the houſe of Auſtria, the 
advantages of this arrangement 
were repeatedly and fully experi- 
enced; and occaſions offered which 
made it evident, that nothing leſs 
could. have prevented the Nether- 
lands from being long ſince wreſted 


out of their hands. But in the ex- 


traordipary degree of power and 
greatneſs to which that houſe has, 
within the memory of man, riſen, 


and in the uſual viciſſitude of things, 
what had before been underſtood 


and felt as a ſubſtantial benefit, 
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came at length to be conſidered as a 
fligma, and a grievance. The pre- 
ſent emperor felt his own power to 
be fully competent to the protection 
and defence of his dominions. With 
the great armies he poſſeſſed, he 
could not conceive that he wanted 
the cover of fortreſſes to prevent 
the progreſs of an enemy. He con- 
ſidered, that it was exceedingly ex- 
9 to keep them an repair; that 
being accordingly neglected in ſea- 
ſons of peace and ſecurity, they ge- 
nerally fell, with little trouble, into 
the hands of an invader at the com- 
mencement of hoſtilities; when, 
beſides the loſs of their garriſons, 
and the great preſent advantages 
which they afforded to the enemy, 
their recovery frequently became 
among the moſt difficult and ardu- 
us taſks of the Wart. 
_ He, beſides, thought it deroga- 
tory to his own honour, as well as to. 
the dignity and power of the empire, 
that a number of his principal ci- 


ties and fortreſſes ſhould be garri-, 


ſoned, and at his own expence too, 
by foreigners, He conſidered it as, 
no Jeſs than paying a ſhameful and 
1gnominiqus tribute for protection 
and defence; and that it would be 
in the laſt degree perſonally ſhame-. 
ful and degrading to, bimſelf, if 
now, when the occaſion ſo oppor. 
tunely offered, he ſhould ſuffer ſuch 
a ſtanding monument of paſt weak- 
nels, dependence, or even obliga- 
tion, any longer to continue. - . _ 

Nor were ſeveral colourable ar- 


guments wanting, to juſtify to the 
Dutch, and to the world at large, 
the intended meaſure of taking the 
barrier into his own hands, and of 


diſmantling the fortreſſes. It was 
ſtated, that the revenues drawu 
from theſe cities and their diſtricts 
were miſapplied ; that the fortifi- 

#14. © cations 
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cations were falling to decay, and 
the garriſons defective; and that 
the ſhameful manner in which they 
were loſt by the Dutch, in the war 
of 1741, was a ſufficient evidence of 
their incapacity to maintain and de- 
fend the barrier. But that, inde- 
pendent of all complaints with re- 
ſpect to the diſcharge of their truſt, 
the circumſtances of things, and the 
ſtate of affairs on all ſides, were now 
ſo entirely altered, that none of the 
cauſes or motives, which originally 
operated to the eſtabliſhment of 
the barrier, were any longer in 
exiſtence. That Prance, inſtead of 
being the common enemy, as then, 


was now the common friend of both 


parties; that her ambition was no 
longer dangerous, and if it were, 
was directed to other objects; that 
the emperor and ſhe were mutually 
bound, in the ſtricteſt and deareſt 
ties of alliance, friendſhip, and 


blood; and, even admitting the 


poſſibility of any change in this ſtate 
of connections, his territories would 
at all times be an effectual barrier 
to Holland, and would aford much 
greater ſecurity to them by being 
im his hands than in their own. 
Much was, howeyer, to be ſaid 
on the other fide. 
Expence, in blood and in treaſure, 
which Holland, through a long 
courſe of ſucceſſive wars, had endur- 
ed, for the attainment, the eſtabliſh- 
ment, and the preſervation of this 
very barrier, was known to all the 
world. Nor was it to be forgotten, 


that the emperor owed to the ex- 


traordinary exertions of Great Bri- 
tain and Holland his now holding 
any territory or poſſeſſion whatever 
in the Low Countries, That they 
bad the principal ſhare, through a 
Jong war, and a ſeries of the moſt 
glorious ſucceſſes, in wreſting by 
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'The immenſe 


piece meal from the houſe of Bour- 


bon, theſe provinces, thick ſown as 


they then were with the ſtrongeſt 
fortreſſes in the world, and de- 
fended by thoſe numerous and ve- 
teran armies which had fo long been 
the terror of Europe. Thar as they 
were the great leaders in the war, 
ſo they compelled France and Spain, 
by the peace, to ſubmit to the trans- 
fer of the Netherlands to the Ger- 
man line of the houſe of Auſtria ; 
and had ſince been the means of ſe- 


curing and preſerving them to that 


family. That the ſettlement of the 
barrier was the only return to Hol- 
land for all theſe ſervices, and for 
the immenſe expences ſhe had been 
at, not only in that part of the war, 
but in her arduous endeavours to 
place the anceſtor of the preſent 
emperor upon the throne of Spain. 
That the propoſed meaſure, beſides 
being a direct breach of treaty, 
and violation of faith, would be a 
ſhameful dereliction of every ſenſe 


of paſt ſervice and obligation; and 


that the ſeaſon choſen for its ac- 
compliſhment, under the preſent 
embarraſſed and depreſſed ſtate of 


the republic, would render it ſtill 


more diſgraceful. 
Much more might have been 


ſaid ; but arguments are of little 


avail, and treaties weak obliga- 
tions, any longer than the equal 


ſtrength, or mutual convenience of 
the parties, ſhall give weight to the 


one, or validity to the other. Great 


Britain, the guardian of the bar- 


rier, was now (unfortunately to 
both) an enemy to Holland. 

As an opening to this defign, the 
emperor had, in the beginning of 
the year 1781, and ſome months 
before he ſet out on his tour, pe- 
remptorily demanded from theStates 
General preciſe accounts of the 

revenues 


from the barrier, and of the ſums 
X which they had expended in the 


repair or improvement of their for- 


treſſes. This ſudden and captious 
demand, of coming to a ſettlement 
upon ſuch old, intricate, and long- 
neglected accounts, and made at fo 
very peculiar a ſeaſon, ſeemed to 
augur very different ditpoſitions 
from thoſe of friendſhip or good- 
will to the flates; and probably 
inſpired them with other apprehen- 
ſions beſides thoſe which related to 
the barrier. Circumſtanced, in- 
deed, as they were, it may well be 
{uppoſed, that this demand contri- 
buted not a little to facilitate their 
ſubſequent compliance with the ceſ- 
ton of an object, ſo long held dear 
by them, and which involved in it 
the immediate ſecurity of their 
country, However that was, the 
buſineſs was ſoon decided; and it 
ſeems probable that many words 
were not uled in its proceſs, for the 


negociation was ſcarcely heard of, 
when, towards the cloſe of the year, 


the Dutch garriſons and artillery 
were almoſt filently withdrawn from 


the barrier, and the emperor's. 


order for diſmantling the fortreſſes, 
and {elling the materials, ſeems to 
have been the firſt public annunci- 
ation of the event. 
Never was a meaſure of ſo much 
importance, and on which ſo much 
depended, carried into effect more 
ſmoothly; but notwithſtanding this 
facility, it was eaſily ſeen, chat the 


ſtates were fully aware of its dan- 


gerous tendency, although the un- 
fortunate ſituation in which the 

were involved compelled them to 
an eaſy ſubmiſſion. In fact, a ge- 
neral alarm was ſpread through the 
United Provinces ; and the great 


number of hands that were directly 
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revenues which they had drawn 


[9 
employed, and the correſponding 
meaſures adopted, for putting their 
own fortrefles on the frontier, par- 
ticularly thoſe along the Schelde, in 
an immediate ſtate of defence, ſuffi- 
ciently ſhewed, that government was 
no leſs affected than the public upon 
this occaſion. Thus was Holland 
ſtripped of its hard- earned and dear- 
ly-purchaſed barrier, and by the 
revolution of politics laid open ts 
the views of a not leſs ambitious, 
and more dangerous, as being a 
nearer neighbour, than France. 
The buſineſs of the barrier was 
not, however, the only conſiderable 
object which the emperor had at this 
time in view, and which drew his 
attention ſo much to the affairs of 
the Netherlands. The rupture be- 
tween the maritime powers had been 
the means of transferring from Hol- 
land to the Auſtrian Netherlands 
the courſe of that vaſt commerce, 
which, through the medium of the 
canals and great German rivers, 
England carried on with that and 
other Eaſtern and Northern conti- 
nental countries. 'The benefits which 
the Netherlands derived from this 
tranſit of ſo great a commerce, were 
ſill farther increaſed by the pecu- 
liar circumſtances of the naval war 
in which Great Britain was involv- 
ed. Attacked, at once, in every 
part of the world, and nearly over- 
vhelmed by the multitude of her 
enemies, ſhe was under a neceſſity 
of abandoning, in a great meaſure, 
the protection of her home com- 
merce, and even, at times, the ſo- 
vereignty of her own ſeas, in order 
that her foreign fleets might be ſuf- 
ficientlv powerful to cover her very 
numerous diſtant poſſeſſions. This 
new and untoward ſtate of things, 
reduced the Engliſh merchants to 
difficulties and diſtreſſes, with re- 
ſpect 
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ſpe& to the means of carrying on 
their trade, which they had never 
experienced in any other war. Fo- 
reign veſſels were uſed for the con- 
veyance of their goods; and the pro- 
tection of foreign flags, for the firſt 
time, ſouglit by Engliſhmen. In a 


word, no ſhift that ingenuity could 


hit upon was left untried, in order 
to evade the peril of the ſeas. 
From the operation of all theſe 
cauſes, Oſtend became a general 
mart to all the neutral, as well as 
the belligerent ſtates ; and ſuch an 
influx of trade was carried into that 
Eity and port, that it arrived, even 
early in the war, at a degree of opu- 
lence and commercial importance, 
which it never before enjoyed, or 
The im- 
perial flag, fo little thought of be- 
fore among maritime nations, was 
now conſpicuous in every part of 
the world, and the ſeas covered with 
ſhips under its protection; thus 


giving an example, how great power 
on land might command reſpect at 


ſea, without any naval force for its 
ſupport. Independent of the fo- 
reigners who had benefited by this 
protection, the ſhipping really im- 
perial became numerous in a de- 


Jree, that could before have been 


Hitle expected: one mercantile 
Houſe was ſaid to have 60 ſhips at 


fea. The ſpirit of commercial ad- 


venture ſpread with the utmoſt ra- 


Pidity through every part of the 


Auſtrian Netherlands. The deſire 


and hope of acquiring great and 


ſudden wealth, ſeemed to operate 
more or leſs upon every body. Even 
the city of Bruſſels, notwithſtanding 
the habitual eaſe and love of plea- 
Fare incident to its ſituation, and 
the long reſidence of a court, could 
mot eſcape the infection; and many 


of its inhabitants, who had never 


* 


before engaged in or thought of 
commerce or trade of any kind, now 
laid out all their ready money ip 
the building of ſhips. It is nat 
then to be wondered at, that the 
citizens of Antwerp ſhould look 
back with a figh to their former 
commercaal e and ſplendour; 
or that they ſhould even form hopes 
of being able, in ſome degree, to 
recover them. Indeed the ſpirit 
now excited was ſo prevalent, that 
the ſtates of the Netherlands pre- 
ſented a memorial to the emperor, 
requeſting that he would take mea- 


ſures for the opening and re-eſta- 


bliſhment of that port. 
In the mean time, the growing 


opulence of Oſtend exceeded all be- 


lief. The limits of the city became 
too narro for its inhabitants, and 
the buildings were not ſufficient to 


cover the immenſe quantities of 
merchandize, of which it was become 


the temporary depolitory, Com- 
mercial adventurers and ſpeculators 
were continually arriving from dif- 
ferent countries, to partake of be. 
nefits ſo unexpectedly held out. 
The rage for building ran high, 


while there was any ground left to 


build on. In this tide of good for- 
tune, the ſingular circumſtances that 
produced it were not much confi- 
dered ; and it ſeemed to be for- 
gotten, that as the cauſe was tran- 
fitory, the effect was not very likely 
to be permanent. 


It was little to be ſuppoſed, that 


fo novel and pleaſing a ſtate of 
things could have eſcaped the no- 
tice of the emperor ; who, inde- 


pendent of theſe circumſtances, was 
known to entertain ſuch an eager 


deſire for maritime and foreign 
commerce (111 calculated though his 
dominions were for that purpole) as 
ſeemed to carry more the appear- 

ance 
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ance of a paſſion, than even of a 


ſtrong predilectio . 
Upon his arrival at Oſtend, in the 


beginning of June 1781, this prince 


ſhewed every mark of the greateſt 
poſſible attention to the people and 


place, and every degree of favour 


and regard to the merchants. He 
ſummoned a committee of thoſe who 
were eſteemed among the principal, 


and the belt informed of the latter. 


Of theſe were ſome Enghih gen- 
tlemen of high conſideration for 
their mercantile knowledge and a- 
bilities; and after holding a confe- 


Tence with them, he deſired their 


ſeparate opinions in writing, as to 


the beſt means which could be de- 


viſed and adopted for the improve- 
ment, enlargement, and benefit of 
commerce, not only with reſpect to 
that port in particular, but to the 
Low Countries in general. 


Every moment of the emperor's. 
ſhort reſidence at Oſtend was diftin- - 


guiſhed by particular favours and be- 
nefits ; nor were theſe diſcontinued 
during his ſtay in the Netherlands. 
He declared their-port to be free: 
and in order to ſupply the defect 
of nature, by enlarging their ac- 
com modation for ſhipping, he gave 
directions for the conſtruction of a 
conſiderable baſon, at his own ex- 
pence. To render theſe favours 


more complete, and to gratify the 


wants or wiſhes of the inhabitants 
in every reſpect, as the ſituation of 
Oſtend, in a deep moraſs, cramped 
them no leſs on the land fide for 


room to anſwer the purpoſes of 


building, than they were on the 
other, through the narrowne!s of 
their harbour, for thoſe of trade, 


the emperor determined to obviate 


that difficulty likewiſe. He ac- 
cordingly granted them liberty to 
cover the old ramparts and works 
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of the town with buildings; which 


afforded an enlargement ſufficient, 
at leaſt, to ſupply their preſent 


wants.-At the ſame time, his en- 
couragement to foreign ſettlers, ia 


the commercial line, was highly 
munificent and liberal. He allowed 
the free exerciſe of their religion, 
and places of public worſhip to the 
proteſtants of all denominations at 
Oſtend. He invited people of all 
countries and perſuaſions thither to 
ſettle, to erect warehouſes, and to 
carry on merchandize, He grant- 
ed them the land on which they 
built in perpetuity, ſubject only to 


a nominal ſmall rent, as an acknow- 


ledgment that it was held from him. 


The erection of ſeveral new ſtreets, 
and a ſquare, was accordingly car- 
ried on with great rapidity ; the 
hurry of building interfered with 
that of commerce, and crowds of 
people thronged in from every 
quarter. | 
Short though the ſtay was which 
this prince made in the Low Coun- 
tries, it was ſufficient to excite the 
admiration, and, in the higheſt de- 
ou to acquire the affection of his 
ubjects. The free audience, with- 
out ſtate, difficulty in the approach, 


guards, or witneſſes, which he af- 


forded to all manner of perſons who 
deſired it, gained equally the hearts 
of thoſe who applied, and of all who 
heard of their reception ; while the 
patience with which he heard, exa- 
mined, and ſifted into, their often 


tedious complaints and involved re- 


lations, was no leſs aſtoniſhing than 
his affability was captivating to the 
pcople. | 1 | 
Tr did not eſcape obſervation, 
either in Holland or Flanders, that 
when this prince was at Antwerp, 
he went down the Schelde in a boat, 
as far as to the firſt of thoſe Datch 
| forts, 
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forts, which have been erected to 
guard the paſſage, and to ſecure to 
the ſtates the excluſive navigation of 
that river; that he had the depth of 
the channel taken in ſeveral places; 
and that he ſtrictly examined all 
thoſe obſtructions of art and nature 
which tended to impede its naviga- 
tion, and to ſhut up the port of that 
city. From thence he paſſed into 
Holland, and among other places 
particularly viſited Rotterdam. 
An opinion had for ſome time 
prevailed, with ſeveral perſons in 
England, that means might have 
been ſacceſsfully uſed for renewing 
the ancient ties of friendſhip with 
the houſe of Auſtria, and for draw- 
ing this prince into ſuch a ſyſte- 
matic league of alliance (founded 
as well upon general political prin- 
<iples, as upon immediate and mu- 


tual intereſts, and calculated to ex- 


tend. to future contingencies) as 
might be ſufficient effectually to 
counteract that moſt dangerous com- 


of the ſort was now really in agita- 
tion. The event, however, did not 
juſtify any of theſe expectations; 
and, as no fruits of the conference 
have appeared, and that the duke of 
| Gloucetter returned immediately af- 
terwards to England, it may well 
be ſuppoſed, that the meeting be- 
tween theſe princes was merely a 
matter of perſonal attention and 
courtely, It was, indeed, not the 
leaſt among the many heavy mis- 
fortunes which, through that period, 
hung ſo heavily over England, that 
her government, whether it pro- 
ceeded from an overweening confi- 


_ dence in native ſtrength, or from 


bination of the houſe of Bourbon, 


ſupported by Holland and America; 
which, though confined in its direct 
object to the ruin or total annihila- 
tion of the Britiſh empire, would, 
if ſucceſsful in that, prove no leſs 
dangerous to the reſt of Europe. 
The near approach of the emperor, 
at this time, to England, along with 
the particular favour which he 
ſhewed to the Engliſh, induced the 
warm partizans of this notion to 
imagine, that it was among the 
2 objects of his journey: 
but when the duke of Glouceſter 
was ſeen to depart ſuddenly for 


that, and the long conference which 
took place between them at Bruges, 
occaſioned numbers, who had paid 
but little regard to the original opi- 
nion, to imagine, that ſomething 


Oſtend, in order to viſit this prince, 


8 


Whatever other fatal error of policy, 
ſee med for ſeveral years to have to- 
tally turned its back upon the reſt 
of Europe; and, loſing the due 
national weight and influence 1n 
the general political ſyſtem, moſt 
unaccountably neglected all uſeful 
continental friendſhips, connections, 
and alliances. | . 

The emperor did not return to 
Vienna until about the middle of 
Auguſt, 1781. He ſoon after re- 
ſumed his eccleſiaſtical reforms ; 
but as that year and the following 
were likewiſe the great ſeaſon for 
civil regulation, we ſhall, before we 
enter upon that ſubject, bring to- 
gether, in one point of view, ſuch of 


thoſe meaſures as tended moſt to the 


benefit of different claſſes, orders, 


or communities of the people, or 


were remarkable for their liberality 
and munificence. — 05 9D 
Of theſe, the firſt in order of 


time, as well as in importance, was 
the toleration granted to the proteſ- 


tants. A general outline of the na- 
ture and extent of this plan, with a 
promiſe of its being ſpeedily per- 


fected and promulgated, was pub- 


liſhed, by authority, in the Vienna 
papers, 
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papers, before the cloſe of the year 
1781. \ ; 
letters patent in form, by which the 
free exerciſe of their religion was 
granted and confirmed to them, 1n 


every part of the Auſtrian domi- | 


nions. A notification was alſo pub- 
liſhed in the Vienna Gazette, re- 


calling all the empercr's ſubjects 


who had quitted their reſpective 
countries on the account of reiigion, 


diſcharging them from the effect of 


all former proſecutions,” aad reſtor- 
ing them to the full poſſeſſion of 
their rights and immunities. 


This meaſure of religious, was 


followed by a fignal enlargement of 
perſonal, liberty. The peaſants in 


Bohemia, Moravia, and Sileſia, had 
long languiſhed in a ſtate of vaſſal- 


age and {lavery to their lords; the 
cruelty of whole oppreſſions had fre- 
quently driven theſe unhappy peo- 
ple into the madneſs of inſurrection, 


without the hope or poſſibility of 


ſucceſs; a ſhort career of fury and 
revenge (in which the country was 
deſolated, much blood ſhed, and 
great barbarities committed) on 
their fide, being always terminated 
by nearly their total deſtruction. 
Several attempts had been made in 
the late reign (and they were pro- 
bably the firſt endeavours of the ſort 
that had ever been uſed) to reſtrain 
the oppreſſion of the lords, and to 
better the condition of theſe people. 
Yet much remained to be done, and 
the glory of their entire emancipa- 
tion was reſerved for Joſeph the Se- 
cond. He, confident in the ſecure 


greatneſs of his power, and con- 
firmed in all his deſigns, as well by 


his intimate conne&ion and friend- 
ſhip with Ruſſia, as by the general 
{tate of affairs in Europe, publiſhed 
two edicts, towards the cloſe of the 
year 1781, by which ſlavery is for 
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This was ſoon followed by 


ſome immediate detraction of their, 


of themſelves. 


ever aboliſhed in thoſe three coun- 
tries. A meaſure, though exceed- 
ingly grievous to the nobles at pre- 
ſeat, and perhaps attended with 


revenues, as well as their power, 
which will, no doubt, in its conſe- 
quences, be found not more benefi- 
cial to the peaſants, than to their 
own poſterity; and even to many 


'The ſame ſpirit of humanity and 
true policy directed its operation, a 
few months after, to the relief of the 
peaſantry in Aultrtan Poland. 

Theſe were glorious and laſting 
monuments of humanity and wil. 
dom; the merits of which, and their 
benefits to mankind, are too conſpi- 
cuous and ſelf-evident to be de- 
trated from by too minute a diſ- 
quiſition, relative to matives, po. 
licy, or collateral effects. 

This prince had the high ſatisfac- 
tion, within a very few months after 
it had taken place, of perceiving the 
happy reſult of one of his meaſures, 
that of religious toleration and in- 
dulgence to the proteſtants in his 
domimons. The elector of Saxony, 
ſtruck with ſo illuſtrious an example, 
and that proteſtantiſm might not be 
outdone in liberality, about the 
middle of the ſummer of 1782 iſ- 
ſued an ordinance, by which he not 
only granted to the Roman catho- 
lics throughout the electorate the 
free exerciſe of their religion, but 
admitted them to the purchaſing of 
houſes in the towns and cities, to a 
right of acquiring the ſreedom of 
commercial and manufacturing com- 
panies, and to ſeveral other valua- 
ble privileges, from all which they 
had hitherto been ſecluded on ac- 
count of their religion. Such an 
opening to the removal of bigotry 
and p-ejudice, and to the eſtabliſk- . 


In L. 
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ing of mutual forbearance and bro- 
therly love between Chriſtians of 


all denominations, was a bleſſing, | 


which, within a very few. years, it 
would have been deemed too ſan- 
guine to hope could, at leaſt with- 
in our times, have been brought to 
maturity. It is remarkable, that 
the repreſentatives of the two great 
houſes, one of which was the power- 
ful oppugner and perſecutor, and 
the other the ſupporter and de- 
fender, of the reformation in Ger- 
many, ſhould themſelves have ſet 
this laudable example, The ſame 
liberal diſpoſition with reſpect to 
religious affairs appeared likewiſe 
in Italy, where the grand duke of 
Tuſcany, about the ſame time, en- 
tirely aboliſhed the inquiſition in 
his dominions. 5 

As the emperor had before ſhewn 
his regard to the intereſts of litera- 
ture, by enlarging the liberties of 
the preſs, ſo, in the year 1782, he 
entered upon ſome reform of the 
_ univerſities : we are not informed 


of the particulars. It however ap- 


pears, that he reduced their num- 
ber to ſeven; and that he placed 
that of Loyburg upon the ſame 
footing with the proteſtant univer- 
fity of Gottingen in Hanover; the 
members of it being not” only per- 
mitted to think and debate freely 
upon all ſubjects, but to publiſh 
their opinions to all the world. 

It would have appeared ſtrange, 
among ſo great a number of regula- 
tions, if he had entirely overlooked 


the intereſts of the military part of his 


ſubjects. Of o regiments of infantry, 
which were diſperſed in Germany 
and Hungary, he allotted the aunual 
ſum of 2, ooo florins to each, which 
was to be expended in the education 
of forty-eight boys, the ſons of ſol- 


diers in the regiment. The object 


of this meaſure, beſides the encou- 
ragement which it afforded to the 
ſoldiery, was to breed and train u 

a brave and hardy ſucceſſion of ſub- 
alterns for the Auſtrian ſervice, and 
theſe ſo conſiderable in number, as 
not to be eaſily exhauſted. The 
education of the boys was to be 
very ſimple ; including nothing 
more than what was neceſſary for 
the military life (and poſſibly rank) 


to which they are deſtined. We 


cannot help expreſſing our ſurprize 


at the ſmallneſs of the ſum allotted. 


to this uſeful purpoſe 3 which, at 
this diſtance, ſeems ſo very inade- 
quate to its object. Perhaps the 
cheapneſs of living, the high value 


of money in thoſe remote inland 


countries, with the peculiar advan- 
tages poſſeſſed by the ſoldiers in 
quarters, may ſolve this difficulty. 


We have already taken notice of 


the emperor's eager defire to reſtore 


the commerce of his poſſeſſions in the 
LOW Countries. There, nature and 
ancient experience concurred in ad- 
$ - 0 21 
mitting at leaſt the poſſibility of 


ſucceſs to the project. But the ſame 


paſſion was no leſs directed to the 
only other maritime nook and ex- 


tremity of his dominions, which lies 
ſequeſtered in the bottom of the 
Adriatic, | 0 

The ancient city of Trieſte, after 
having been, for ſeveral hundred 
years, a neſt of pirates, and after- 
wards ſunk almoſt into oblivion, 


was firſt brought into political no- 
tice, and conſidered as an object of 


importance, by the late emperor 
Charles the Sixth. That prince 
having, in the courſe of his adven- 
tures, voyages, expeditions, and 
wars, ſeen the great effects of mari- 
time power and commerce, and 
having no other ſea-port in all his 


domunions, until the event of the 
_ | ſucceſſion 


ſucceſſion war had thrown the Ne- 
therlands and both the Sicilies into 
mis hands, adopted the idea of ſup- 
pluying the defect, by that of 1 rie ſte 
alone. 5 
He embarked warmly in this 
ſcheme, ſparing neither pains nor 
expence in its proſecution. He en- 
Jluarged the harbour, he declared the 
port free, he held out invitation and 
9 encouragement to the merchants 
and ſhips of all nations to trade thi- 
ther, he propoſed its being the ſta- 
tion of a ſquadron of ſhips of war 
( hich were to be there built) ſuffi- 


the Adriatic and Mediterranean; 
| + and his ſanguine hopes ſawit aiready 
riſing to be the grand emporium of 
Aauſtrian commerce in both ſeas, 
and rivalling, if not obſcuring, the 


y ſplendor of Venice itſelf. 


little alarmed at theſe meaſvres. 
But there are other things beſides 
ſea- ports and immunities neceſſary 
for the eſtabliſhment of commerce 
or is trade eaſily debauched from 
its antient ſeats, or diverted from 


. 


its uſual channels. The inhabitants 
of Trieſte were poor, and being ig- 
norant of the principles of com- 
= merce, would not riſk the little mo- 
gney they had in adventures, which 

ſeemed the more hazardous from not 
being underſtood. There were other 
_—= eſfencial impediments to this deſign. 
The neighbouring countries of Fri- 
dull, Iftria, and Carniola, are poor, 
thinly inhabited, exceedingly moun- 
talnous, and generally barren, The 
people are rude; and their genius, 

habits, and manners, conſequently 
acdverſe to trade and manufacture. 
NF Their products and commodities for 
exportation were few, and of ſmall 


value; while the roads, by which 
37 ©bey might have been brought from 


. 
* 


cient to command reſpect both in 


In fact, the Venetians were not a 


the interior countries, were at that 
time nearly impaſſable. Upon the 
whole, all thoſe ſplendid proſpects 
which had been at firſt opened to 
the view, in a little time fell to the 
ground: and the Venetians, who 
had ſettled for the purpoſe at 
Trieſte, obtained all thoſe fruits 
which the emperor had intended for 
his own ſubjects, but which they 
were incapable of gathering. 

The late empreſs queen, however, 
reſumed the deſign, and ſupported 
it with greater vigour as well as 
ſucceſs. A magnificent road from 
Vienna to Trielte, which would not 
have diſgraced the labours of the 
ancient Romans, was opened under 
her auſpices, and conducted at an 


immenſe expence over the ſteepeſt _ 


mountains of Iſtria and Friuli. The 
preſent emperor, with his uſual fer- 
vour, ſeconded the views of his mo- 
ther, and even went beyond them, 
by the eſtabliſhment of his new Eaſt 
India trade at Trieſte. The city 
has not only been rebuilt, but a 
new one, much more magnificent, 
added. Large ſhips have been con- 
ſtructed there, entirely of domeſtic 
materials, and, within a few years, 
their population has increaſed, from 
about three thouſand inhabitants, to 
above four times that number ; bur 
there are ſtill many heavy clogs to 
prevent its riſing to that pitch of 
commercial eminence, which hag 
been, and probably ſtill is, fondly 
imagined, Its remote and ſequeſ- 
tered port is too far out of the way 
to be much frequented, even from 
many parts of the Mediterranean; 
but voyages from the ocean are {a 
long, intricate, and dangerous, as 
not to be often directly undertaken ; 
of which a ſtronger inſtance needs 
not to be given, than that the Bri- 
tiſh merchants at Trieſte find ir 
| ö more 
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more convenient to have their mer- 
chandize brought acroſs Germany 
by land from Hamburgh, than that 
courſe by fea. But the great, and, 
in the preſent ſtate of things, ſeem- 
angly inſurmountable obſtacle, to 
the growth of this place in the man- 
ner expected, is the paucity of na- 
tive articles, whether of product or 
manufacture, for exportation; their 
imports ſtill nearly doubling, both 
in quantity and value, their exports, 
Nor is it to be ſuppoſed that the 
Eaſt India trade, if it ſhould even 
proſper and continue, will be any 
longer carried on from fo very in- 
convenient a ſituation, than until the 
emperor can find it convenient, ei- 
ther to transfer it to Oſtend, or has 
been able to procure ſome other 
port on the ocean for that purpoſe. 
However that may be, ideas and 


{chemes of commerce were now ſo 


pievalent, that early in the ſummer 
of 1782, the emperor lent four mil- 
lions of florins to the merchants of 


Trieſte, for the increaſe (as it mag- 


nificently expreſſed) of their com- 
merce, not only in Aſia, but in A- 
trica, and alſo in America; accom- 
panied with a promiſe of all future 
ſuccour and protection which their 
circumſtances might appear to re- 
quire, A new company of mer- 
Chants was ſoon after formed, who, 
it is ſaid, commenced their enter- 
prizes with a capital of two mil- 
lions of florins. The ſpirit of ad- 
venture was rapidly 1ncreafing. 
New ports were eagerly ſought for 


on the neighbouring coaſts of Mor- 


lachia and Iſtria, and dock-yards 
were built, and the keels of large 
_ veſſels laid at one of them. A 
ſcheme was like wiſe adopted, of pur- 
chaſing fat oxen in Hungary, and 
laiting them at Fiume, which was 
laid to have anſwered admirably. 


the following year, with reſpect 


boaſted liberality of his edict in fa- 


No regular detail has been pub. 


ke 


88 
4 


liſhed of the meaſures purſued by 


N 


the emperor, towards the cloſe of 
1781, and the commencement of 


Ys 
bun, fry 0 


to the ſuppreſſion of monaſteries, 
and the reform of the eccleſiaſtics 
in general; for, notwithſtanding = 
the extenſion of liberty granted ro 
the preſs in other reſpects, it ſeems 
either to have been cautiouſly re- 
ſtrained on this occaſion, or that the 
directors of that powerful engine 
thought it prudent to lay the re. 
ſtraint on themſelves. Perhaps tjñe 
virulent libels which were circulated 

on the ſubject, and the authors of | 
which could not be reached, either 
by the dread of power, or the temp- 
tation of gold, might have occaſion- 
ed this reſtraint on the one ſide, or 
continence on the other. However 
that was, it is Certain that the em- 
peror has ſince afforded opportu- 
nities of ridicule to his enemies, 
which they have by no means over- 
looked, by contraſting with the 


. , . TS SS io iis A Be 


vour of the preſs, thoſe ſevere re- 
ſtrictions and heavy penalties, with 
which, in certain caſes, it has ſince 
been ſhackled. 5 

We find, however, by letters from 
Vienna, dated early in the year 
1782, that the buſineſs of reform in 
Germany was then far advancec. 
One of theſe letters, dated on the 2d 
of February, ſtates, that the impe- 
rial decree, relative to the ſuppreſ- 7 
ſion of the religious orders, had been 
carried into execution in Bohemia 
and Moravia, without any conſe- 
quences ; and that the money ariſing 
from the confiſcation of their effects =» 
would be applied to public purpoles. 
Information of a week later ſtated, 
that twenty-four Carthuſian mona 
teries had been already ſuppreſſed 
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in the Auſtrian hereditary countries, 
excluſive of the kingdom of Hun- 
ary. Another eſtimate, dated be- 
Pies the end of the month, without 
* mentioning whether Hungary is in- 
" XZ cluded, ſtates the number cf reli- 
| XZ gious houſes then ſuppreſſed ac fifty- 
five. The ſuppreſſion was not, how- 
ever, general, being reſtricted to 
| > thoſe orders whoſe members, being 
> charged with indulging themſelves 
in an idle and contemplative life, 
were conſidered as being of no real 
uſe to fociety ; while, on the other 
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were afforded to thoſe inſtitutions, 
which had for their object the edu- 
cation of youth. The monks and 
nuns of the ſuppreſſed orders were 
abſolved from their vows, and ſome 
proviſion was made for their main- 
tenance. 

Previous to this period, and be- 
fore the cloſe of the preceding year, 
„ aan edict had been publiſhed at 
- Blruſſels, by which all the religious 
e huouſes in the Auſtrian Netherlands, 
of whatever denomination, were diſ- 
charged and exempted from every 
= degree of foreign eccleſiaſtical ju- 


imperial reſcript, which was circu- 
lated throughout all his dominions, 
= ftating the reaſons and principles 
which induced him to ſhake of the 
= papal yoke ; and totally diſclaiming 
all ſubordination whatever, in ſecu- 
1 lar affairs, to the holy ſee. 
Nor were the mountains of the 
Alps, nor the vicinity of the once- 
formidable thunders of the vatican, 
ſufficient to ſecure the eccleſiaſtical 
orders in the duchy of Milan from 
experiencing the fate of their Ger- 
man and Hungarian brethren. Two 
e edits were publiſhed at Milan in 
= the beginning of the year 1782, for 
the ſuppreſſion of all thoſe orders in 
Vor. XXVII. | 


hand, protection and encouragement 


©” riſdition. This was followed by an 
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that duchy, which were under the 
circumſtances we have before re- 
Cited, decreeing their eſtates to be 
ſold by public auction, and their 
value, excepting only the ſtipendz 
allotted for the maintenance of the 
late poſſeſſors, to be applied to the 
exigencies of the ſtate. 

Theſe meaſures excited the great - 
eſt alarm at the Court of Rome. 
Council was held upon council, and 
congregation upon congregation at 
the vatican, while nothing was de- 
cided or propoſed, which ſeemed in 
any degree capable of reſiſting, or 
even mitigating the evil. In this 
ſtate of preſent diſtreſs, and appre- 
henſion for the future, the ſovereign 
pontiff, Pius the Sixth, notwith- 
ſtanding his great age, his infirmi- 
ties, the badneſs of the roads, the 
length of the journey, and the ex- 
treme ſeverity of the ſeaſon, deter- 
mined upon going to Vienna, and 
conferring perſonally upon the ſub- 


jects of grievance or complaint with 


the emperor. It was in vain that 
his friends repreſented, and remon- 
ſtrated with him, upon the difficul- 
ties and dangers attending ſuch a 
journey, in his ſtate of health, time 
of life, and at ſuch a ſeaſon of the 
year; he reſolutely anſwered, that 
no obſtacles or perils ſhould deter 
him from the diſcharge of his duty ; 
that, whatever he ſuffered in the at- 
tempt, or, if he was doomed to pe- 
Tiſh in the execution, it would be no 
more than what he was bound to en- 
dure; that the event lay with God, 
but the fulfilling of his duty, ſo far 
as he was capable of doing it, with 
himſelf; and he continued inflexibly 
to adhere to his determination. 
This was about the cloſe of the 
year 1781, and the pope having 
communicated his defign through 
the nuncio at Vienna to the em- 


[B] peror, 


peror, entered at the ſame time 
into the gentleſt poſſible expoſtula- 
tion wich him upon the meaſures 
which he was purſuing. He re- 
minded him that Benedict the Four- 
teeath had been his god-father ; he 
recalled to memory the piety of his 
motner, and the conſtavt regard of 
his family to the church; he re- 
queſted and intreated, that he would 
not {trip the apoſtolic ſee of thoſe 
rights which it had poſſeſſed from 


the object of his journey was to con- 
verſe in the moſt amicable manner 
with him, upon the ſubject of ſome 
late innovations which had taken 
place, relative to religious matters; 
and to endeavour to prevail with 
him not to invade the rights of che 
church, or to diminiſh the pontiſical 
prerogati ves, neither of which could 
be done, without deeply injuring the 
intereſts of religion itſelf. 
The emperor, who had already 
taken his meaſures, would have been 
very well pleaſed to avoid the trou- 
ble and formality of this unex- 
ampled viſit. In his anſwer to the 
ſovereign pontiff he obſerved, that 
if his holineſs ſhould perſiſt in his 
deſign of coming thither, he ſhou!d 
certainly be received with all the 
reſpect and, regard due to his high 
diguity; but that, if the object of 
his journey related to thoſe meaſures 
and regulations, upon which he had 
himſelf already decided, it would 
be totally ſuperfluous. That as to 


his determinations and meaſures, to 
the rules of reaſon, equity, huma- 
nity, and religion. That, before 
they were carried into execution, he 
always conſulted perſons of wiſdom, 
integrity, and knowledge, upon the 
affairs in Which he engaged. He 
declared himſelf to be truly catholic 
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time immemorial; he ſtated, that 


himſelf, he always conformed, in 


and apoſtolic z and concluded, by 
beſeeching his holineſs to grant him 
his benediction. Such was the mo- 
derate language uſed upon this occa- 
ſion, through neceſſity on the one 
ſide, and proceecing from a cool 
and ſtudied policy on the other. 
Notwithſtanding the little encou- 
ragement or hope afforded by this 
anſwer, the pope Kill perſevered in 
his deſign. He probably relied a 
good deal upon the effects which 
his age, the ſacredneſs of his office 
and character, along with the no- 


velty of the undertaking (ſtill ren- 


dered more fingular by the difficul- 
ties of the journey, and the unto- 


ward ſeaſon of the year) might pro- 


duce. = 

Under theſe, or other impreſſions 
or ideas, Pius the Sixth, the Roman 
pontiff, ſet out on his journey from 
Rome, within two days of the end of 


February, and arrived at Vienna on 


the 22d of March 1732. The em- 


peror, accompanied by his brother, 


the archduke Maximilian, went to 
meet the holy father at Neukirken, 
and conducted him in his own coach 
to Vienna. Every poſſible mark of 


honour and reſpect was paid to him 
by that city and court at his arrival. 


Te Deum was performed before the 
whole court as a thavkſpiving for 
that event, the hoſt being publicly 
expoſed during the time. A fimilar 
courſe of honour and reſpect conti- 


nued to be paid to him during the 


whole time of his ſtay in Vienna; 
and the very guarded and ſtrict pre- 
cautions uſed by the police, were not 
ſufficient to prevent ſeveral legs and 
arms from being broken, through 
the eagerneſs of the people to re- 
ceive his benediction, on his way to 

and from church on Eaſter-day. 
But theſe were mere outward 
forms, Which could have no con- 
nection 


dedtion with the interior operations 
bot the cabinet; and though fre- 
quent conferences took place be- 
tween the emperor and pope, at the 


« © concluſion cf which marks of the 


greateſt mutual ſatis faction were al- 
38 ways thought apparent; yet the 
event has fully ſhewn, that the lat- 


ter did not gain any one material 


object of his withes. | 
It was faid, that in one of theie 
conferences, the pope delivered his 
-- -fentiments to the powerful ſovereign 
whom he was addrefling in terms to 
neither the power nor the will to 
defend by force thoſe rights which 
the ſovereign pontiffs, my predecel- 
ſors, formerly enjoyed. 1 am far 


alſo from pretending to oppoſe the 


execution of thoſe ordinances, which 
the wiſdom of ſovereigns might find 


it neceſſary to preſcribe, for the ſe- 


Kority of government, or the bene- 
fit of their ſubjects. All I ſhall 
daeſire and expedi in return, is, that 
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all the catholic powers in Europe 


4 
1 1 <termine upon, and irrevocably 
hx, ſuch parts of the ancient rights 
| belonging to the holy ſee, as their 
ſovereigns were Kill willing to con- 
tinue in the hands of the pope.” — 


= Such was the language now held by 
1 the fallen repreſentative of that 
— mighty power, which, through a 


. long courſe of ages, had held the 


the following effect: —“ 1 have 


mould be held, and that they ſnould 


Weſtern world under a ſway, unex- 
ampled, in its nature, riſe, dura- 
tion, and extent.“ | 
We have no information of the 
anſwer made to that propoſition. 
It is not improbable that the pon- 
tiff was indulged in this ſpeculation, 
as ſome lenitive for the diſappoint- 


ment which he experienced in every 


thing elſe. The pope continued a 


month at Vienna, and -arrived in 


Rome about the middle of June; 
having met with every thing, in the 
courſe of his journey both outwards 
and homewards, that could be 
deemed plcaling or flattering, 
excepting only ſucceſs in the 
object for which it was under- 
taken. | 


It ſeemed not a little remarkable, 
and as if the conferences between 


the emperor and the pope had pro- 
duced perſuaſion where it was leaſt 
to be expected, that at a conliftory 
held in Rome, ſoon after the return 
of the latter, it was ſaid to have 
been determined to take meaſurcs 
for abridging by degrees the num - 
ber of convents both for males and 


females throughout Europe; for re- 


ſtricting to a limited number the 
members of the remaining commu- 
nities ; and for preventing in future 
the admiſſion of novices under 25 
years of age. 

The viſit to Vienna occaſioned 


no intermifion whatever of the em 


peror's proceedings with reſpect to 
his eccleſiaſtical reforms ; which 
were extended to the ſecular clergy 
and hierarchy, as well as to the 
religious orders, or regulars. A 
commiſſion was eltabliſhed for the 
adminiſtration of the ſequeſtered 
eſtates and effects, which were ſo 
coniiderable, that the moſt mode- 
rate Calculators ſuppoſed that the 
emperor weuld gein four or five 

ERS millions 
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millions ſterling by the reform; 
while other, and probably leſs ac- 
curate eltimates, went to double 
that ſum. Annual ſtipends were al- 
lotred for the maintenance of the 
reſormed prelates, abbots, abbeſſes, 
canons, canoneſſes, monks, and 
nuns; which were, in ſome degree, 
proportioned to their reſpective 


rank or condition; but it was hea- 


vily complained that the portions 
were io ſcantily ease! as to 
be ſhamefully inadequate to the 
pur pole. / 

This circumſtance afforded a 
hangle for rendering the whole 


meaſure more particularly odious 


than it otherwiſe might bave been: 
and whatever means were uſed at 
home to ſtifle complaint upon the 
occaſion, they could not reſtrain the 
cenſure of foreigners upon the con- 


doct of this prince. It was held 


out, that the object of plundering 
the church, and the deſtinat ion of 
its pillage, (inſtead of being ap- 
plied to any ufeful or benevolent 
purpoſes) was intended merely for 
the ſupport of thoſe ſchemes of am- 
bition, which had long poſſeſſed his 
mind, and which, in concert with 
Rufha, he was now enceavouring 
to bring to maturity. That though 
' theſe ſchemes went only in the firſt 
initance to the overthrow of the 
Germanic conſtitution, and the ſub- 
verſion of the princes of the em- 
pire, they were not leſs inimical in 
their more remote views to the in- 
tereſts, repole, and ſecurity of the 
European ſtates in general. That 
farther and more extenſive parti- 
tions of territory and power, includ- 
ing the ſea as well as the land, were 
already in their contemplation: 


1 


and that ſuch proſpects and hopes 
could only in times of peace afford 
gratification to the inſatiate ambi- 
tion of theſe two powers. 

A celebrated French writer“, in 
touching occaſionally upon the queſ- 
tion of juſtice, with reſpect to the 
expulſion of the ecclefiaſtics, and 


the confiſcation of their goods, treats 


it in the following manaer ;—< ] 
«« prefer a convent of nuns to a 
«« regiment of ſoldiers. If the firit 
«« oppole the intentions of nature, 
«© they do not tear her to pieces: 
ce if they violate her inſtitutior, 
« 1t is in order to perpetuate their 
«« ſpecies; whereas the latter take 
© an oath to deſtroy them upon the 
« firſt ſignal given by deſpotiſm. 
„ The internal revolutions which 


the emperor has effected in his 


«« dominions have been greatly ap- 
«© plauded; but what a number of 
© objections might be brought a- 
«« gainlt theſe eulogiums; at leaſt, 
« the panegyriits of Joſeph the 
“ Second ought to tell us, what juſ- 
„ 11ce they find in driving a citizen 
*« from the profeſſion which he has 
«« embraced under the ſanction of 
«« the laws. I will tell them plain- 


Iy, that there is as much injuſtice 
in expelling a friar or a nun 


« from their retreat, as in turning 
« a private individual out of his 
«© houſe. Deſpiſe the friars as 
«« much as you will, but do not 
re perſecute them, but above all 
«« do not rob them; for we ought 
«« neither to perſecute nor rob any 
«© man, from the avowed atheiſt 
e down to the moſt credulous ca- 
% puchin.”” | 
Fus did the emperor ſmoothly 


purſus with little noiſe, without 


Count de Mirabeau. See his Doubts concerning the free Navigation of the 


S$cheldt, &c. Engliſn tranſlation, note to p. 160. 
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even 


even exciting much admiration or 
ſurprize, without the ſmalleſt oppo- 
ſition, either foreign or domeſtic, and 
without in any degree forfeiting the 
name and character (which he 


ſeemed particularly fond of retain- 


ing) of a faithful ſon of the church, 
thoſe very meaſures which had 
drawn on Henry the Eighth of Eng- 
land, and on his kingdom, all the 
fulminations of the court of Rome; 
and which, at a ſtill earlier period, 
would have been the means of pour- 
ing down inevitable deſtruction on 
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the one, and of involving the other 
in a diſmal ſcene of trouble and 
blood. Such are the wonderful 
changes which take place, not more 


in the affairs, than in the ideas, 


opinions, and principles of men, 
and ſuch the faciiity, which a for- 
tunate coincidence of times and 
ſeaſons with circumſtances and e- 
vents, and a wiſe or happy appli- 
cation of action to both, may ad- 
miniſter to the accompliſhment of 


the greateſt and moſt unexpected 
_ revolutions, | | 


CR A FI 


Retroſpeftive view continued. State of the great powers on the borders of Europe 
and Afia, Ottoman Empire. Numerous ſources of diſcord with Ruſſia. Suc- 
ceſsful endeavours of the captain baſhaw, notwithſtanding the unfavourable 
ate of public affairs, to quell rebellion and reſtore order. He reſcues the 


Morea from the Albauians ; puniſhes the authors, and puts an end to the 
diſorders on the coafts of Afia; prevents the intended extermination of _ 
the Greeks. The Porte, after much conteſt, ſubmits to the receiving Ruſſian 
conſuls in the provinces of Moldavia, Walachia, and Beſſarabia. 7 rows 
bles in the Crimea. Tartar Khan accepts a commiſſion in the Ruſſian 
ſervice, Dreadful Conflagrations in Conſtantinople. Forty thouſand 
houſes deſtroyed. Grand Vixir depoſed, and ſucceeded by Feian Mehemet, 
a man of parts and ability. Ruſhan Khan depoſed by the diſcantented 
T ariars, and a new one elected, who is privately ſupported by the Porte, 
Great differences between the two empires on that account. Long truce 
between the Porte and the court of Vienna on the point of expiring, which 
involves the former in new difficulties on that fide. Divan fit eight days 
aebating on the queſtion of a war with Ruſſia, Pacific reſolutions adepten, 
through the influence of the captain baſhaw, grand vixir, and mufti, 


Popularity of the grand ſignior, and the firmneſs of his miniſters, prevent 
any dangerous fe from the violent ferment of the people, who are cla- 


morous for war; and whoſe paſſions are not leſs agitated by the pacific 
conduct of the court, than by the contemplation of their ruined city, Em- 
peror openly avows his determination of ſupporting the claims of Ruſſia, as 
well as his own, Strong memorials preſented, and harſh demands made, 
by the courts of Peterſburgh and Vienna, toward the cloſe of the year 
1782. Hoſpodar of Wallathia ftrangled. Exce'lent conduct of the grand 
fignior, with reſpe to the perſecution carried on by the Armenian patri- 
arch, Vaſt preparations for war on all fides in the year 1783. Treaty 
between the Porte and Spain, New Khan of the Tartars expelled by the _ 
Ruſſians, Former Khan abdicates his throne, and aſſigns his dominion and 
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country to the empreſs Ruſſta; who iſſues a manifeſto, aſſigning the cauſes 


for her annexing the Crimea, Cuban, and ifſe of Taman to her empire. 
Manifeſto from the Porte in anſever. NonwithRanding the immenſe pre- 
paratiens and immediate appearances of <war, negociations for a peace arg 
carried on at C onftantinople under the medeaticn of France. In the height 
of the troubles the navigation of the Danube is opened to the emperor, tabs 
of whoſe ſhips are received at Belgrade, and praſecule their voyage to the 
Black Sea. Ottoman difficulties 1 enemies multiplying on ail ſides. 
Lppearances on the fide of Venice. Troubles in Egypt. Perkans attack 
Baſra. Prince Heraclius invades Natolia, Treaty of commerce between 
Raſia and the Parte, is followed by a new treaty of accommodation be- 
abcen the tao empires, doch is concluded at Cos »ſtantineple 7 in the begin- 


ning of the year Holy Accommodation auith the emperor. 


Earthquakes in Galabria and Sicily. 


| | pedition again Algiers, 


HE diſorders of the Ottoman 
empire were too numerous and 
inveterate, to admit of any effec- 
tual remedy, within the few years 
of uncertain peace that had elapſed 
fince the concluſion of the late un- 


fortunate war with Rufſia. So much 
was to be done, that it would have 


required many years of tranquillity, 
and an unremitted purſuit of the 
wiſeſt and moſt vigorous meaſures, to 


bave accompliſhed the reforms that 


were wanting in ſo many depart- 
ments of the ſtate, ang which, to 
produce their full effect, ſhould have 
included the whole mil iitary and na- 


val ſyſtem of that empire; the 


Turks having, partly through pride 
and bigotry, partiy through native 
or habitual indolence, and ſtill more 
than all, 


| ſuffercd the weſtern nations to leave 
them a full century behind, with 
reſpect to taQics, to the conſttuction 
and management of artillery, and 
to all improvements in the art of 
war. Their militia likewiſe, both 
of horſe and foot, which had been 
excellent in their inſtitution, and 
had been farther reformed and much 
improved by the wiſe regulations of 


their great emperor, Soliman the 


through a ſucceſſion of 
weak and inactive governments, 


Spaniſo e- 


Magnificent, have ſince been ſuf— 
fered ſo ſhamefully to degenerate, 
that one highly and juſtly diſtin; 
guiſhed order of them has fre- 
gvently proved more dangerous to 
the ſtate than to its enemies, and a 
great part of the other has of late 


years been more an 1incumbrance 


and impediment to ſervice, than an 
arm of ſtrength and effect in the 
field. 

But the treaty of Kainardgiac, 
in 1774, did not afford that ſtate 
of ſecurity which would have been 
neceſiary for the accompliſhment 
of ſchemes of great and general 
reform and improvement. No ſuch 
ſeaſon of quiet and leiſure has yet 
occurred ; nor do the preſent ap- 
pearances of public affairs indicate 
the near approach of it. The ex- 
traordinary ſucceſſes of Ruſſia in 
the late war, and flill more than 
theſe, the unexampled weakneſs and 
diſorder which ſhe diſcovered i in her 
opponent, could not but enlarge 
her views to many new and before 
unthought-of objects. A wide field 
for enterprize and ambition was 
opened on the ſide both of Europe 

and Aſia. She granted preſent peace 
to her proſtrate enemy, for peace 
was then, from many concurrent 

cauſes, 
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ceſſity was prevalent. 
accordingly teen, that within fo 


* 


cauſes, neceſſary to herſelf. She 
ſeemed to riſe from a banquet of 
victory, to which ſne might return, 
whenever leiſure ſerved, and appe- 
tite invited. It was only her bu- 
ſineſs to tzke care that the ſervices 
ſhould not be removed, nor the way 
barred againſt her return. 

The peace was ſuch as was to be 
expected from the circumſtances on 
both ſides ; and ſeemed to be found- 
ed on the principles we have ſtated. 
It ſowed ſuch numberleſs feeds of 
contention, that the ſucce ſſion of the 
crops could ſcarcely fail under any 
management: and the fuel for light- 
ing up future wars was ſo thickly 
ſpread, that it ſeemed as if nothing 


lleſs than the inability of both par- 


ties, or the deſtruction of one, could 
ever bring them to a final conclu- 
Aen. „„ 
The peace, however, ſuch as it 
was, was then indiſpenſably neceſ- 


ſary to the immediate preſervation 


of the Turkiſh empire: but from 
the nature of its conditions, and the 
never-ending train of conſequences 


which they were capable of pro- 


ducing, could no longer be en- 


dured by the party aggrieved, than 


while ſome degree of ſimilar ne- 
We have 


ſmall a ſpace of time as five years 
from the concluſion of the for- 
mer bloody war, and notwithſtand- 


ing all the diſadvantages under 


which one party ſtil] laboured, a 


new war was juſt upon the point of 


breaking out between the two em- 
pires; and was only prevented by a 
new treaty of pacification, which 
took place on the 21ſt of March, 
1779. Though France had the ho- 
nour of bringing about that accom- 


modation, and though her interfe- 


rence had andouhtedly great weight 
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in the buſineſs, it is certain that 


Ruſſia was not at that time by any 


means fully diſpoſed to war: and 
that neither her own internal ſitua- 
tion, nor the ſtate of public affairs 
in Eutope, rendered it a ſeaſon fa- 
vourable to the accompliſument of 
her deſigns in any extenſive degree. 
Bat at all events ſhe would not give 
up any mater1al part of what ſhe had 
gained; nor, to avoid preſent in- 
convenience, admit of any ſuch in- 
novation, as might intercept her 
proſpects, and prevent, when the 
proper ſeaſon arrived, the further 
proſecution of her deſigns, | 

On the other hand, her adverſary, 
feeling himſelf wrung in every part 
by the conditions and conſequences 
of the late peace, and fully per- 
ceiving that the evils and dangers 
already produced would, inſtead 
of leſſening, every day increaſe, 
thought it better, without regard to 
comparative eſtimates of ſtrength 
and weakneſs, to put every thing to 
the hazard of war, than to ſubmit 


without an effort, for the ſake of a 


ſhort-lived ſecurity, to the ſilent but 
inevitable approach of ruin, under 
the inſidious cover of peace. 'The 
Porte accordingly captiouſly evad- 


ed, or peeviſhly refuſed a compli- 


ance, with many of the conditions, 
and things were proceeding faſt to 
the laſt extremity. Under theſe 
circumſtances, however, on both 


ſides, the opportune mediation of 


France could not be an unwelcome 
relief to either: mutual conceſſions 
were accordingly made, and the af- 
fair was patched up for the preſent. 

But the great ſource of diſcord 
was ſtill left open. The pretended 


independency of the Crimea af- 


forded ſuch an opening to Ruſſia 
into the very heart of the Turkiſh 
empire, and "ſuch opportunities of 

n | inter- 
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interference wich the various Maho- 
metan and Chriſtian ſtates which had 
been more or leſs de pendant on the 
Porte in Europe and in Aſia, that 
it was ſcarcely poſſible for any laſt- 
ing tranquillity to ſubſiſt between 
the two empires, Though the 
Turkiſh ſeas had at length been 
moſt unwillingly opened to Ruſſia, 
yet the mode and extent of that 
commerce, the regulations to which 
it was or was not to be ſubject, the 
double paſſage through the Boſpho- 
Tus and Dardanelles, whether from 
the Black Sea to the Mediterranean, 
or from the Baltic and Ocean to 
Conſtantinople and the Black Sea, 


with the trade to the Greek iſlands. 


in the Archipelago, and the deſign- 
ed impediments thrown in by the 
cuſtom- houſes, . afforded altogether 


(and all aggravated by the original 


i- will which accompanied the con- 
ceſſion) inexhauſtible ſources of liti- 
gation and conteſt. A claim made 
and inſiſted on-by Ruſſia, of eſta- 
bliſhing conſuls in the three pro- 
vinces of Moldavia, Walachia, and 
Beſſarabia, was exceedingly priev- 
ous to the Porte; which, b-fides con- 
fidering them as licenced ſpies, was 
weil aware that they would a& as 
agents and negociators with the 
Greek princes and inhabitants of 
the two former, who would there- 
from be in a conſtant ſlate of pre- 
paration for rebellion. 
Under thefecircumſtance 


s of con- 
tinual embarraſſment and apparent 
danger from without, the celebrated 
Haſſan Bey, the captain baſhaw, 
(whoſe name we have heretofore had 
an opportunity of mentioning, with 
| ſome part of that reſpect due to his 
character) was indeſatigable in his 
endeavours to curb the violences, 
and to reitrain the diſorders, to 
which the late war had afforded 
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birch and nurture, and which had 


ſpread anarchy and deſolation 
through almoſt every part of the 


empire. He had ſucceeded in theſe 


attempts beyond whatever could 


have been expected, from the for- 
lorn ſtate of the Ottoman affairs at 
the concluſion of the war. He re- 


Cuced, and chaſtiſed, with a ſeverity | 


which, conſidering their enormities, 
could not be deemed illaudable, the 
moſt powerful rebels of the empire : 
he reſcued the celebrated and beau- 
tiſul province of the Morea, (the 
antient Peloponneſus) from the 
cruel invaſion of the Albanians ; 
he cleared the coaſts of Syria and 


the leſſer Aſia of thoſe deſpots, 


whoſe petty wars and ravages had 
every where ſpread deſolation and 
ruin; and reſtored order, quiet, 


and ſecurity to thoſe commercial 


regions. But his moſt ſignal ſer- 
vice, and which abundantly ſhews 


(more eſpecially as he had not the 


fortune of being enlightened by a 
liberal education) his natural mag- 
nanimity, and the comprehenſive- 


neſs of his mind, was his over-rul- 


ing in council the deſign of exter- 
minating the Greeks, Which had 


been intended as a puniſhment for 


their defection in the late war, and 
to prevent ſimilar or greater dan- 
gers in future. Not ſatisfied with 
warding off that fatal blow, he ob- 
tained a general amneſty for that 
people; and has fince taken care to 


have it fo faithfully obſerved, as is 


ſuppoſed to have occaſioned no ſmall 
change in their diſpoſitions. But 
the abilities and exertions of that 
great commander and miniſter could 
only reach to the correction of ſome 
of the moit glaring, and immedi- 


ately dangerous enormities. 


Notwithſtanding the treaty of 
pacification ſo lately concluded, 
| - differences 
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differences again ran high, ſo early 
as the commencement of the year 
1781, between the Porte and the 
court of Peterſburgh, upon the 
ſubject of admitting Ruſſian con- 
ſuls in che three provinces already 
mentioned; the former indeed 
wiſhed rather to evade, than abſo- 
Jutely to refuſe a compliance; and 
is ſaid to have deſcended fo far as 
to write to count Panin, requeſting 
that his court would not inſiſt on a 
nieaſure, which was ſo exceedingly 
irkſome to the grand ſignior him- 
ſelf, as well as to the divan. This 
ſolicitation did not produce the de- 
fired effect; and M. de Stachief, 
the Ruſſian miniſter at the Porte, 
ſtill continued to inſiſt that that 
buſineſs ſhould be immediately 
ſettled ; obſerving, that his court 
made no new claims, that they 
only demanded a compliance with 


a poſitive article of the late treaty, 


and with reſpect to that they would 
not relax a tittle. 

The death of the grand vizir, 
in the month of February, 1781, 
afforded an opportunity to the cap- 
tain baſhaw of ſucceſsfully urging 
his great influence with the empe- 
ror, in procuring Vſed Mehemet, 
the governor of Erzerum, whom he 
knew to be a man of ability, to be 


appointed his ſucceſſor, As it was 


about two months before the new 
grand vizir could arrive to take 
+ poſſeſſion of his office, it was filled 

up by the captain baſhaw in the in- 
terim. 5 | 

After Jong diſputes, many pe- 
remptory demands, and ſome haugh- 
ty anſwers, which ſeemed to indi- 
cate another termination, the Turk- 
iſn miniſters, more from a ſenſe of 
the inability of the ſtate for war, 
than from pacific diſpolitions, found 
it neceflary, towards the cloſe of the 


year 1781, uot only to give up the 
point of debate with reipect to the 
conſuls, but to ſubmit to the de- 


grading conceſſion of ſacrificing the 


Reis Effendi, who is the miniſter 
for foreign affairs, and on whom it 
was now thought proper to charge 
all pait difficulties, as well as thoie 
ſpirited replies which had given lo 
much offence to Ruſſia. He being 


accordingly depoſed, a formal di- 


ploma was paſted, acknowledging 
and receiving Mr. Laſkaroff as con- 
ſa] general of Ruſſia, with liberty 
of reſiding (which had before been 
a matter of much debate) at Bucha- 
reſt, Jaſſy, or whatever other part 
of the thrce provinces he might 
think it neceffary. | 


This conceſſion, however morti- 


fying, produced but a ſhort-lived 


effect. New troubles were conti- 


nually breaking forth on the ſide 
of the Crimea, and the two courts 
of Conſtantinople and Peterſburgh 
were as conftantly embroiled in their 
conſequences, Sabin Gueral, the 


khan who had been placed over the 


Tartars of that peninſula by the 


power and influence of Ruflia 


whether through defe& of ſpirit, 
or exceſs of gratitude, made a more 
oſtentatious diſplay of his attach- 
ment, and even vaſſalage, than was 


ſuited either to his character as 
khan, or to that of the people whom 


he pretended to govern; nor was 


it entirely conſiſtent with the boaſt- 


ed diſintereſtedneſs of that court, 


which had diſclaimed all views upon 


the Crimea, excepting the ſuppoſed 


eſtabliſhment and ſupport of its in- 


dependency. He even deſcended 


ſo far, as to accept a captain's 


commiſſion in the empreſs's body 
guards, 


Theſe things were ill tobe borne 
by a high-ſpirited people, who had 


In 
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in all ages conſidered liberty as the 
moſt invaluable of human bleſſings. 
The means uſed by Ruſſia to gain 
a ſtrong party in the country, to 
ſupport their khan, could only 
reach to a limited portion of the 


people; but a great majority were 


highly diflatisfied at theſe procecd- 
ings, and wiſhed to be again go- 
verned by their own princes, in 
their own way. They likewiſe pre- 
ferred a connection with the Otto- 
mans, with Khom they had been 
fo long united, who were of the 
ſame religion, and in conjunction 
with whom they had partaken of fo 
much glory and ſpoil in war, than 
with a nation, which, befides being 
Chriſtian, they had been in the 
habit, through many ages, of re- 
garding either with contempt. or 
enmity. . 
Ihe diſcontented party were en- 
couraged and ſupported by the 
Tartars of the Cuban, as well as 
the Nogais, and even by ſome of 
the more diſtant nations or tribes 
of that people, who could not but 
17 alarmed at the manner in which 
*Ruftia was ſpreading her influence 
and authority on all ſides, and ap- 
prehenſive of becoming victims to 


her power and defigns in their turn. 
Nor will it be imagined that the 


Porte itſelf did not ſecretly encou- 
rage the ill diſpoſition of this peo- 
ple to Ruſſia and to her khan; 
eſpecially as ſhe did not prevent 
ſeveral of her Mahometan ſubjects, 
in the Aſiatic countries bordering on 
the Black Sea, from taking an open 
and active part in the enſuing trou- 
bles of the Crimea. 

The devaſtation which the city of 
Conſtantinople ſuſtained by fire, in 
the courſe of the year 1782, has 
ſcarcely been equalled. } 
veral preceding loſſes, and being 


Beſides ſe- 


unuſually harraſſed by the plague, 
on the 23d of July in the evening 
a fire brake out in the quarter called 
Ballatta, which was moſtly inha- 
bited by Jews, and a moſt pepulous 
part of the town. The wind being 
high, and the weather for ſome time 
preceding very dry, it {pread with 
the utmoſt rapidity, and threatened 
the whole city with deſtruRion, 
During ſeventeen hours that it laft- 
ed, the grand ſignior, the vizar, 
and other great officers of tate were 
conſtantly on horſeback, uſing every 


exertion to ſtop the progreſs of the 


flames, and to animate the people 
to their duty. The number of 
houſes deſtroyed was calculated at 
ten thouſand, beſides moſques, 
churches, and ether public edi- 
fees. | 

But this fire, dreadful as it was, 
ſeemed only a preparatory notice to 


that unfortunate city of the calamity 


to which it was immediately del- 
tined. In ſomething ſhort of a 
month, about ten G' clock at night, 
on the 22d of Auguſt, a fire broke 
out in the quarter called Güibali, 
ſituated towards the middle of the 
harbour; and this being enraged 
by a high north wind, was ſoon ex- 
tended to ſuch a degree, as baffled 
all efforts for its ſuppreſſion, and 
ſeemed to put an end to all hope. 
The violence and intenſeneſs of the 


fire were ſo great, that one of the 


largeſt and ſtrongeſt palaces, that 
of the aga of the janiſſaries, totally 


diſappeared in leſs than ten minutes 
after the flames had reached it. 


The flames proceeded from ſea 
to ſea, and burned the interior of 
the ſeven towers, at the oppoſite ex- 
tremity of the city. In thai direc- 


tion the fire raged three miles in 
length, through the richeſt and beſt 
inhabited ſtreets, carrying a * 

e 


* 
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of ſometimes a mile broad, and 
ſometimes leſs, as the irregular hilly 
ſituation of the city would admit, 
It then branched out in various di- 
rections, ſo that there ſeemed at 


one time no leſs than eleven diſtin. 


conflagrations. Moſt of theie were 
only ftopped by the fea, conſuming 
the very wharts, and every thing to 


the water edge, A great but un- 


known number of people periſhed; 
one part being ſurrounded and in- 
tercepted by the flames, and tne 
other, more happily throwing them - 
ſelves into the water, to eicape a 
more dreadful fate. | 
This conflagration (which per 
haps has not been exceeded by any 


recorded in hiſtory) continued to 
rage with unremitting fury for 


ſixty-two hours; the wind blowing 
kercely almoſt the whole time. If 
the damage was not entirely irre pa- 
rable, it was, however, impoſſible 
to aſcertain, in any degree, the a- 
mount of the loſſes. The ſufferings 
and diſtreſs of above two hundred 
thouſand people, involved at once 
in ruin and calamity, and left with - 
out refuge or ſhelter from the wea- 
ther, would ſtill leſs admit of de- 
icription, It was ſuppoſed that 
about two-thirds of that vaſt and po- 
pulous city had been deſtroyed by 
the late and the preſent fire; and 
that above 40,000 houſes then lay 
in ruins. The deſtruction of public 
edifices was proportioned to that of 
private buildings. All the cham- 
bers of the janiſſaries, above 50 
moſques, 300 corn-mills, and 200 
public ovens, were deſtroyed. The 
lois of a number of great magazines 


ſtored with proviſions (a vaſt ſupply 


of which 1s always neceſſarily kept 
in hand to prevent the danger of a 
famine in that overgrown metro- 


polis) was among the evils moſt ſen- 
ſibly and immediately felt, 

The direction of che wind hap- 
pened to be favourable to the ſerag- 
lio, and to what might be conſidered 
as the government quarter of the 
city, which accordigply eſcaped the 
deſolation. Ihe grand frgnior, 
and all the minifters of the Porte, 
attended, and diltributed money 
without. count to the people. The 
faſt of the Ramazan was ſuſpended, 
and every ſubſequent meaſure pur- 
ſued, which could afford relief, or 
even ſatisfaction to the people. 

But the public fermentation was 
too extreme to be ealily allayed, 
The repeated misfortunes and pre- 


ſent miſeries of the people ſeemed 


inſupportable. A revolution had 
been the uſual conſequence of much 


leſs ſevere and afflicting trials; and 


though the good qualities and po- 
pularity of the grand ſignior, along 
with the firmneſs of the captain 
baſhaw, might poſſibly enable them 
to weather the danger, it was hob 
ever neceſtary to hold out ſome ob- 


ject of blame to the people, on 


which they might vent their ill- 
humour. The ſacrifice of an un- 


fortunate miniſter, however blame 


leſs or deſerving, is indeed the great 
reſource of deſpotic governments in 


caſes of great public diſconteat. 
Happy is it thought when the victim 


is accepted as a whole offering. 
Yſed Mehemet was accordingly 
depoſed from his office of grand 
vizir, in two days after the fire had 
been ſubdued ; and jeian Mehemet, 
a man, at leaſt of equal, if not ſu- 


perior abilities, and more fortunate, 


was appointed his ſucceſſor, The 
late miniſter paſſed through the or- 
deal of removal with more 1mpunity, 
than had been uſually experienced 

| in 
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in ſuch circumſtances. He was only 
ſent in exile to Demotica, without 
any mark of ill-will or reprobation 
whatever. Though we have no par- 


ticular information on the ſubject, 


it ſeems highly probable, that the 
preſent appointment proceeded from 
the ſame influence which procured 
the former. The unuſual, and, 
perhaps in that court, unequalled 
cordiality, which conſtantly prevail- 
ed between the new grand vizir 
and the captain baſhaw, and the 
equal part waich they ever conti- 
nued to take, in their endeavours to 
correct the abuſes, and to reſtore the 
affairs of the empire, ſerve ſtrongly 
to countenance this opinion. 

The late calamity was little cal- 
culated to encourage the ſtate to 


undertake, or to enable it to main- 
tain, a war; at the ſame time that 


the cauſes for war were multiplying, 
and its appearances, on more ſides 
than one, ſufficiently menacing. 


The troubles in the Crimea were 


riſen to their utmoſt pitch. The 
revolted Tartars had elected a new 
khan. A civil war enſeed. 
beautiful, and lately populous coun- 
try, became a ſcene of deſolation 


and blood. Sabin Guerai was wortt- 


ed, and his party at length reduced 
almoſt to nothing. This was the 
very ſtate of things which Ruſſia un- 
doubtecly wiſhed, and had all along 
ſought for, She had now a pre- 
tence for ſending her forces into the 
| Crimea, to ſupport what ſhe repre- 
ſented as the real prince, againſt 


rebels and an uſurper. The con- 


fequences were eaſily foreſeen. The 
Tartars, tqrn to pieces among them- 
ſelves, notwithſtanding the aid they 
received from without, were litile 
able to withſtand the regular forces, 
and unabating exertions of the Ruſ- 


That 


filled with troops, and theſe 


ſians. In theſe circumſtances they 
turned their eyes, and directed all 
their hopes to the Porte, as their 


- laſt refuge. 


At the ſame time, the court of 
Peterſburgh highly reſented the 
conduct of the Porte, to which it at- 
tributed all the troubles of the Cri- 
mea. It charged them with fo- 
menting the diſcontenta, and being 
the author of the revolt in that 
country; with ſuffering and encou- 
raging their ſubjects in Natolia to 
take a direct and active part in the 
war; and with inſtigating other 
Tartar tribes and nations, both to 
an interference in thoſe troubles, 
and to commit many irregularities 


elſewhere, particularly on the fide 


of Caucaſus. Strong remonſtrances 
on theſe ſubjects were backed by 
the march of Ruſſian armies towards 
the frontiers, by the forming of ma- 
gazines, and by all the preparations 
for war. Similar meaſures were 
neceſſarily adopted on the other ſide, 
ſo that a rupture between the two 
powers ſeemed inevitable. | 

But another great neighbour, who 
could ſcarcely be deemed leſs dan- 
gerous, and was not much diſpoſed 
to be leſs troubleſome than Ruſſia, 
was deſtined to involve the Ottoman 
empire ſtill deeper in embarraſl- 
ment and difficulty. The emperor 
of Germany, at the ſame time that 
he was diſmantling the celebrated 


fortreſſes on his weſtern borders, was 
aſſiduouſly engaged, without ſparing 


labour or expence, in enlarging and 
increaſing thoſe on his eaſtern fron- 
tiers. Every thing military, all 
the dreadful apparatus of war, were 
transferred to the Drave, the Save, 
and the Danube. The garriſons 
were repleniſhed, lines formed and 

great 
rivers 


rivers covered with artillery, am- 
munition, and proviſion for the ma- 
azines. | 
The long truce between the Porte 
and the court of Vienna was on the 
point of expiring ; and, in the pre- 
ſent Rate of their affairs, there was 


notking the former wiſned for more 


than a renewal of the truce, except- 
ing only the concluſion of a ſolid 
peace, upon ſuch conditions as 
might be capable of preventing fu- 
ture differences, and of ſecuring 
for a long time their tranquillity on 
that fide. They accordingly pro- 
poſed ſending an extraordinary em- 
baſſy for this purpoſe to Vienna; 
but the emperor, who had other 
views, found means to evade the 
propoſal. That politic prince, de- 
termining to be governed in his 
condut by future contingencies, 
was not at all diſpoſed, for preſent 
moderate advantages, to give up the 
proſpect of obtaining much great- 
er, when a proper time and ſeaſon 
might arrive. He was beſides ſo 
cloſely linked with Ruſſia, and their 
views being directed to one object, 
which was, however, of ſo vaſt a 
magnitude, as to afford. full room 
for the enterprize and ambition of 
both, little doubt can be entertain. 
ed, but that plans of future opera- 
tion and arrangement, ſuited to pro- 
bable contingencies and circum- 
ſtances, had already been mutually 
concerted, 1 
However that was, the emperor 
kept the buſineſs of renewing the 
truce, or concluding a treaty of 
peace, at a diſtance, It was held 
out in general terms by his mini- 
ſters, that for that purpoſe a new 
demarcation of limits would be in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary ; that a reſto- 
ration of the whole or a part of the 
| Ceſſions made by the court of Vi- 
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enna, in the treaty of Belgrade, 
would be expected; and that the 
free navigation of the Danube, and 


of the Black Sea, were objects ſo 


much at heart, that they could not 


by any means be overlooked. In, 


the mean time, preparations for 
war were Carried on with as, much 
vigour in Hungary, and the ad- 
Joining countries, as if it had been 
a matter determined on; and no 
doubt could remain on the fide of 
the Porte, but that a rupture with 


Ruſſia muſt inevitably be attended 


by a war with the emperor. 


Under theſe diſcouraging circum- 


ſtances, and the fate of the empire 


ſeeming to hang upon the reſult, 


the Divan ſpent eight ſucceſſive 
days, in the month of September 


1782, debating on the queſtion of 


a war with Ruſſia. The ruinous 
conſequences of that power's ſuc- 


ceeding in her deſigns upon the 


Crimea 3 of the naval ftrength 
which the excellent harbours, and 
the commerce of that peninſula, 
would place in her hands; of the 


prodigious addition to her power by 


land (already too great) which her 


ſwallowing up all the nations of 


Tartars between the Caſpian, the 
Black Sea, the Boriſthenes, and the 


Danube, and their being involved 


in the common maſs of her ſub- 
jects, would occaſion ; were all fully 
underſtood, and ſtated, as well as 
many other evils and dangers. ; 

The temper and diſpoſition . of 
their own people were likewiſe mat- 


ters of conſideration. - The Turks 


in general, and more particularly 
the inhabitants of the metropolis, 


incapable of knowing or compre- 
hending the true ſtate of public at. 
fairs, and the real ſituation of the 
empire, attributed all that apparent 
degradation, of which they were too 


ſenſible, 
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ſenſible, to the want of ability or 
ſpirit in their governors. The fight 
of the Ruſſian flag flying in their 


narrow ſeas and channels, was as 


grievous as it was novel; the haugh- 
ty commanding language held upon 
every occaſion by the miniſters of 
that power, was intolerably galling 
to the Turkiſh pride; and as they 
felt greatly for the ſufferings and 


oppieiſion of the Tartars, they were 


exceedingly intereſted in the affairs 
of the Crimea, and in behalf of the 
new khan. The great marine which 
Ruſſia was forming at Cherſon (a 


new port near the mouth of the Bo- 


riſthenes, on the Black Sea) was 


likewiſe among the cogent reaſons 


for immediate war; that event, it 
was ſaid, muſt, at no great diſtance 
of time, inevitably take place ; and 
It was better to encounter the dan- 
ger while the enemy continued weak 
on one element, than to wait till he 
became irreſiſtible both by ſea and 
land. The public, accordingly, 
louely cried for war; and it has 
ever been dangerous to govern- 
ment, in that country, to oppole the 
general ſenſe of the people. 

To all theſe powerful motives and 
reaſons for entering into a war (the 
validity of which could not be diſ- 
puted) one ſhort but irreſiſtible ar- 
gument was to be oppoſed. This 
was the unfortunate Groation of pub- 
lic affairs, which rendered the ſtate 
ſo far incapable of entering into a 
war (even with one of her formida- 
ble enemies) upon any raticnal 
ground of advantage, that ſhe would, 
on the contrary, ruſh into it under 
the diſmal impreſſion of inevitable 
ruin. That neither their naval nor 
land forces were yet in a condition, 
in any degree, to warrant fo dan- 
gerous a trial. That although the 
captain baſhaw had with Wonderful 
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perſeverance and induſtry, in ſome 


degree, created a new marine, and 
had made preat improvements, as 


well in the conſtruction of the ſhips, 


as in the manner of working and 
fighting them, and in the nature 
and management of their artillery, 
yet that great work was ſtill far 
from being brought to perfection, 
and would require farther time, 
along with all his application and 
abilities, for its accompliſhment, 
That ſimilar objections, but with 
much greater force, were applicable 


with re{pe& to the fate of their ar- 


mies. That the great reforms in 
the diſcipline of the troops, which 


were now in act as well as in pro- 


ſpect, though conducted under the 
auſpices of the grand ſignior him- 
elt, and ſupported by all the powers 
of government, were yet of a nature 
which forbad their being compaſſed 
of a ſudden. That improvements 


of ſuch magnitude, with ſuch num 


berleis difficulties to encounter, and 
in the execution of which they mult 
rely entirely upon the afiſtance of 


foreigners, muſt require long time 


and long patience for the accom- 
pliſhmeat, And that ſurely they 
did not want ſore and recent expe- 
rience to be informed, that no va- 
lour could enable their armies, in 
the preſent ſtate of their arms and 
diſcipline, to withſtand European 
forces in the field. That it was 
therefore more wiſe and eligible to 


ſubmit to preſent loſs, and even 


dilgrace, however grievous that 
was, under the nope of 'the future 


good effect of theſe meaſures, and 


of 3 more fortunate conjunction of 


things, than in a fit of mad and im- 


potent vexation to precipitate the 
empire into deſtrudion. That the 
Tartars were a people eaſily ſub- 
ducd; but that it had ever been 

found 


ſound exceedingly difficult to retain 
them long in ſubjection; and that 
whenever the proper and fortunate 
ſeaſon arrived, they would return 
with the greateit joy, and with re- 
rewed zeal and affection, to the 
arms of their old and natural friends 
and protectors. | 
Theſe arguments being firmly 
ſupported by che grand vizer, the 
captain bathaw, and the mufti, 
they at length brought over the 
greater number, who had been ad- 
vocates for war, to their opinion. 
It was accordingly determined to 
leave the affairs of the Crimea to 
take their own courle ; to diſavow 
any paſt interference of government 
in that buſineſs; and to attribute to 
the zeal of individuals for their re- 
ligion, and a ſtrong attachment to 
the Tartars, whom, from long ha- 
bits of connection, they conſidered 
nearly as the ſame people with them- 
ſelves, the conduct of ſuch of their 
Turkiſh ſubjects, whether in Nato- 
lia, or elſewhere, as had taken any 
part in the troubles: but while 
theſe inſtances of condeſcenſion, and 
a love of tranguillity, were given on 
their fide, fully to repreſent the im- 
propriety in the conduct of Ruſſia, 


and to ſhew that the Tartars, hav- 


ing been declared independent by 


the late treaty, were to be conſidered 


as abſolute maſters of their own con- 
duct, with reſpe& to the electing or 
depoſing of their ſovereigns ; that 


no neighbouring power could have 


the ſmalleſt pretence of right for in- 
terfering in either caſe z but that if 
the reverſe wete even admitted, the 
conduct of the depoſed khan, in 
endeavouring to overthrow the laws 
and "conſtitutions of his country, 
could not be ſupported upon any 
principle of juſtice, It was at the 
lame time determined, that the 
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Porte ſhould, by the ſtrongeſt re- 
monitrances, and by every other 
meaſure ſhort of war, endeavcur to 
prevent Ruſſia from making any 


permanent ſettlement in the Cri- 


mea, and from converting, under 
the pretence of garriſons, any of the 
principal harbours and fortreſſes to 
her own uſe. It was likewiſe agreed 
upon to make a propoſal to the court 


of Peterſburgh, of referring all mat- 
ters of difference between the two 


empires, including the affairs of the 
Crimea, to the arbitration of ſome 
Chriſtian power, who ſhould be mu- 


tually choſen by the parties, and 


whoſe determination ſhould be con- 
cluſive. | 
Though theſe pacific meaſures 
were directly contrary to the wiſhes. 
of the public, and that the continual = 
fight and contemplation of the ruins 


of their houſes would have been ſuf- 


ficient alone to have excited the 
higheſt ferment among the popu- 
lace ; yet through the popularity of- 
the grand fignior, with the vigour 
and firmneſs of his principal mini- 
ters, not only no convulſion what- 
ever took place, but a degree of 
quiet and order was preſerved, up- 
exampled in that city, under any _ 

circumſtances of irritation and dil- 
content, approaching even 1n a re- 
mote degree to thoſe which prevail- 
ed at preſent. | . 
In the mean time, the fury of the 
plague, which, through the ſummer 
and autumn of the year 1782 had. 
moſt cruelly ravaged all the "Tartar 
and Turkiſh countries on tne fron- 
tiers of Rua and Poland, had 
ſerved to reſtrain the no leſs cruel 
ravages of war; and in particular 
had greatly checked the operation of 
the Ruſſian armies, who were much 
more intent on guarding againſt the 
2pproaches of that fell enemy, than 
Ee on 
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on gratifying ambition at the ex- 

pence of any other. | 
| Before the effect of the late pa- 
cific counſels could be known, the 
Porte had the mortification to diſ- 
cover, that the impatience and 
haughtineſs of its great neighbours 
were too extreme, to admit of their 
liſtening to arguments, or waiting 
the ſlow reſclt of negociations. The 
Emperor of Germany now pulled 
eff the maſk, and avowed bis deter- 
mination of ſupporting all the claims 
and pretenſions of Ruſſia, as well as 
his own 3 and the engagements be- 
tween both were declaredly reci- 
procal. Towards the cloſe of the 
year 1782 two very ſtrong, and, as 
they were called, ſpirited memo- 
rials, were preſented from the courts 
of Peterfburgh and Vienna; mn 
which, beſides other things, it was 
pere mptorily inſiſted, that the Porte 
ſhould not in future, under any pre- 
tence, intermeddle in the affairs of 
the Tartars ; that the privileges of 
the two provinces of Moldavia and 
Walachia ſhould not be infringed ; 
and that the free navigation of the 
Black Sea and the Archipelago 
ſhould not in any manner be ob- 
ſtructed. The conſequences of a 
failure with reſpect to theſe demands 
could not be more fully explained 
than they already were, by the ap- 
pearance of the armies on the fron- 
tiers, and of the vaſt preparations 
for war which had been made by 
both the parties. | 

The part. which neceſſity com- 
pelled the Porte to take had been 
already decided in her own coun- 
cils; but it was neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve ſome appearances of dignity. 
Every preparation was made as if 
war had been determined upon; 
and ſome of the Turkiſh officers 
upon the emperor's frontiers, in 


their eagerneſs ſor that event, and 
perhaps miſtaking theſe appearances 


for realities, committed ſome irre- 


gularities which afforded room for 
complaint. The Porte likewiſe, 
deſperate as its circumſtances were, 
gave an immediate inſtance of ſpi- 
rit, in the puniſhment of one of its 
officers or vaſſals. The hoſpodar 


of Walachia was long known to be | 
ſtrongly attached to the Ruſſian in- 


tereſt; and was likewiſe ſuſpected, 


probably with juſtice, of keeping | 


up a private, but conſtant correſpon- 


dence with that people. Two of | 


his ſons, ſome time before, had made 


aà ſeeming eſcape, as if purſued by | 


enemies, from their, father's court, 
and fled to Vienna. With all theſe 
unfavourable circumſtances, the pro- 


poſition in the late memorials, rela- 


tive to the privileges of that pro- 
vince, was ſuppoſed to originate 
from, and partly to relate to this 
man. However theſe things were, 
the hoſpodar was condemned to the 
bow-ſtring, in a few days after the 
memorials had been preſented. It 
is little to be doubted but that he 


hoped, in caſe a new arrangement 


of territorial dominion ſhould take 
place, that the principality might, 
upon certain conditions, be render- 
ed hereditary in his family. An 
idea probably as problematical, as 
any he could poſſibly have enter- 
tained, | | | 
This act of ſeverity was ſucceed- 
ed by one, which, with regard to 
Juſtice, humanity, and benevolence, 
did great honour to the perſonal 
character of the grand ſignior. 
The numerous proſelytes from the 
Armenian profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
which the induſtry of the clergy and 
miſſionaries of the Latin church 
conſtantly made, had ever been con- 
ſidered as an intolerable ee 
| y 
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by the bigotted members, and par- 


ticularly the metropolizans of the 


former 3 who regarded the Chril- 
tians of the Catholic communion 
with much greater abhorrence than 
they did the Mahometans, or any 
race of infidels, among whom they 


were ſcattered. The effects of this 


mortal antipathy have ever been diſ- 
played, in every part of Aſia, even 
to the remoteſt Eaſt, Where the Ar- 
menian clergy had ſufficient influ- 
ence with the government, either to 
raiſe a perſecution, or to procure 


any other means of obſtructing the 


progreſs of their fellow Chriſtians. 


The preſent patriarch of that 
church, beſides being blinded by 
his fanaticiſm, being by nature ex- 


ceſſively cruel, carried on a perſecu- 
tion againſt his unfortunate coun- 
trymen, the Catholic Armenians, 
which ſerved, in ſome degree, to 
recal the memory of thoſe that had 
diſtinguiſhed the early ages of Chriſ- 
tianity, It ſeems that this man, 
being enabled to make large pre- 
ſents to ſome of the miniſters, had 
acquired ſuch intereſt at court, that 
his wretched country men, being no 


objects of concern with them (and 


it being beſides a general maxim of 
that government, never to interfere 
in the religious diſputes of Chriſ- 


tians) were abandoned entirely to 
his mercy. The gallies, and the 


moſt infectious dungeons, were filled 
with theſe miſerable people; where 
his influence fill following them, 
they were continually beaten and 
tormented by their inhuman maſters 
or keepers, who were happy to be 
paid for gratifying their native and 
habitual cruelty : at the ſame time, 
that thoſe of condition and opulence 
were glad to fly their country, and 
abandon a great part of their ef- 
Vor. XXVII. 


feQs, in order to eſcape the perſe- 
cution. 1 | 

One of the Chriſtian miniſters re- 
ſident at the Porte, touched with the 
calamities of theſe people, thought. 
theſe tranſactions ſo inconſiſtent with 
the natural beneficence of the grand 
ſignior's mind, and his abhorrence 
of ail manner of cruelty, that, well 
judging the perſecution was carried 
on without his knowledge, he took 
an opportunity of laying a full ſtate 
of all the particulars before him. 
Nothing could exceed the aſtoniſhe 
ment and regret ſhewn by the em- 

eror upon this information, He 
immediately iſſued an order, that 
the unhappy victims ſhould be re- 
ſtored to their liberty, and ample 
ſatisfadion made for their effects; 
and, not ſatisfied with curing the 
preſent evil, he iſſued an ordinance, 
forbidding that any perſon what - 
ever ſhould in future be perſecuted, 
in any part of the Turkiſh empire, 
on account of religious principles; 
and declaring that he would have 
the Roman Catholics particularly 
reſpected, and that they ſhould en- 


joy in the fulleſt manner the liberty 


of exerciſing their religion. 

The pacific diſpoſition of the 
Porte, and the terms - propoſed in 
conſequence of it, were of no avail 
in bringing about an accommoda- 
tion with her two great and ambi- 
tious neighbours. Their demands 
appeared ſo exorbitant, that it be- 
came a queſtion, even with the wiſe 
and moderate, whether 1: were not 
better at once to put every thing 
to the hazard, than to be trained on 
through degrading conceſſions to a 
ſtate of imbecility, which would 


not leave them the means or power 


of even rendering their fall glorious. 
The demande made by Ruſſia were 
(C] FR ſaid 


. 


3% ANNUAL REGISTER, 1784-8. 


ſaid to be no leſs than the full poſ-, 
{efon of the Crimea, the iſle of Ta- 


man, the Cuban, and Budziac Tar- 


tary, with the fortreſs of Ockza- 
cow, and other ceflions of leſs im- 
portance. On the part of the em- 
peror, beſides ſmaller matters, was 
required the full reſtitution of all 
that had been ceded by the treaty 
of Belgrade, including that city it- 
ſelf, with a conſiderable part of the 
provinces of Walachia, Servia, and 
Bofnia: theſe ceſſions to be follow- 
ed by ſuch a demarcation of limits, 


as would afford a ſatis factory fron- 


tier for their future ſecurity ; the 
free navigation of the Danube, and 
of the Turkiſh ſeas, being in all 


caſes to be conſidered as a prelimi- 


nary, from which there was no re- 
ceding. Dy | 
All fides prepared for the moſt 
deciſive hoſtility, and the prepara- 
tions were immenſe on all, The 


| year 1783 accordingly exhibited 


from different quarters. 


ſuch an apparatus of war on the 


northern and eaſtern borders of Eu- 


rope, as had never before been be- 
held, even in thoſe martial regions. 
The Danube groaned, through the 
better part of his courſe, under the 


weight of the prodigious artillery, 


and the immenſe quantities of am- 
munition and proviſion, which the 
emperor forwarded from his here- 
ditary ſtates to the frontiers. The 


troops which he bad already in 


Hungary, and the adjoining pro- 


vinces, were eſtimated at more than 


130, ooo, and others were advancing 
The ar- 
tillery which he now ſent to fron- 
tiers that were at all times well pro- 
vided with that article, was eſti- 


mated at more than 1500 pieces. 


Indefatigable in all his purſuits, he 
viſited Hungary and the adjoining 


$ 


provinces early in the ſummer, and 
examined perſonally the ſtate of the 
garriſons, magazines, lines, and ar- 
mies. | 
The Ruſſian forces were at the 
ſame time advancing through dif- 
ferent parts of Poland, and through 


all the countries from the Don to 


the Nieper, towards the ſcene of 
action. Their preparations were, 
as uſual, immenſe ; that govern- 
ment never heſitating at any ex- 
pence, with reſpect to labour, men, 
or the means of ſupply in war. 


On the other hand, the Porte had 


drawn great bodies of their Aſiatic 
troops into Europe ; fo that their 


armies on the frontiers, or the ap- 
proach to them, already exceeded 


150,000 men. Their Janiſſaries 
and European troops were in good 


condition; and their armies in ge- 


neral were better provided, and 
upon a much better footing, than 
they had been in the late war. 
They had procured a great number 
of Kuropean officers, particularly 


French, to come into their ſervice ; 
among theſe were ſeveral engineers, 


and they were indefatigable in the 
improvement of their artillery, and 
in endeavouring to introduce the 
European mcdes of diſcipline, 


cloathing, and arms, in their ar- 


mies. The Janiſſaries and ſoldiers 
ſhewed, upon this occaſion, a docili- 
ty which had never been expected 
from them: indeed the bigotry and 
prejudices even of the common peo- 
ple were viſibly wearing away; ſo 


powerful are the effects which miſ- 


fortunes, joined with the example 
of their rulers, can produce in the 
manners and tempers of men. 

The captain baſhaw, who was the 
life of all their military improve- 
ments, as well by land as on his 

h own 


HISTORY OF EUROPE. 35 


own element, had formed ſuch a 
marine on the Black Sea, as to be 
far ſuperior to the Ruſſian naval 
force in that quarter. He had like- 
wiſe a conſiderable fleet for the Ar- 
chipelago and Mediterranean ſer- 
vice; but that was the Ottoman 
weak fide; and they ſeemed to dread 
Ruſſia more there than on any other. 

A treaty of ſome ſort or other, but 
whether of commerce, alliance, or 
both, we are not well informed, was 
about this time concluded between 


pain and the Porte. It was, how- 


ever, ſtrongly reported, that the 
great object of this treaty on one 
fide, was an engagement entered 
into by the other, that no Ruſſian 
fleet, beyond a certain ſpecified 
number, ſhould in future be per- 
mitted to enter the Mediterranean 
on terms of hoſtility. However 


this may be, the Porte, ſurrounded 


almoſt as ſhe was by her formidable 


enemies, had ſtill one conſolation in 
© reſerve. 


| She knew, that as France 
was now diſengaged from the war 


with England, ſhe would not be 


abandoned to abſolute deſtruction 
by all tne weſtern powers. Nor 
vas it to be ſuppoſed, that the king 
of Pruſſia, or even Sweden, could 
have been filent or inactive ſpecta- 
tors of ſo great an acceſſion of pow- 
er, as the ſpoils of the Ottoman em- 
pire would afford, to their already 
too formidable neighbours. At all 
events, the Porte prepared vigo- 
rouſly for war. | 
Doc details being given by thoſe 


who have the only means of accurate 


information of the tranſadions on 
| the fide of Crimea, and the differ- 
ent Tartaries, it is exccedingly dif- 
| ficult to form any thing like a con- 
netted narrative, from ſcraps of in- 
formation occaſionally picked up, 
and where, being frequently left 


their power over no {mall 


entirely in the dark, the events can 
only be explained by their more 
ſtriking and public conſequences. 

It appears upon the whole, from 


this ſort of lights, that the Ruſſians 


had, in ſome part of the preceding 
year, entirely defeated the new 
khan of the Crimea, and obliged 
him to abandon the peninſula ; that 
his party were either diſperſed or 
ſubdued ; and that the conquerors 
had made themſelves maſters of all 
the conſiderable fortreſſes and ports 
of that country. That, befides ſub- 
duing the Cuban, and other neigh- 
bouring Tartars, they had extended 
part of 
the mountains of Caucaſus, towards 
the borders of Georgia and Arme- 
nia, the petty ſtates in thoſe parts 
becoming their vaſſals, under the 
name of receiving their protection. 
That Solomon, the Chriſtian prince 
of Mingrelia, being reſtored to his 
principality by their aſſiſtance, ſub- 
mitted to the ſame ſtate of vaſſal- 
age; which, in faQ, was no more 
than changing his maſters ; his coun- 
try having been, from time imme-. 


morial, under a ſimilar ſubjection to 5 


the Turks. The prince Heraclius 
of Georgia, ever watchful of occa- 
ſions of advantage, having, during 
the late war, ſeized the double op- 
portunity of the troubles in Perſia, 
and the weakneſs of the Porte, to 


renounce his fealty to both powers, 


had of courſe entered into a ſtrict 
alliance with Ruſſia. It is to be 
obſerved, that the Ruſſian accounts 
have conſtantly miſrepreſented this 
buſineſs, they ſtating, that the prince 
Heraclius, as well as Solomon, had, 
at his own deſire, become a vaſſal 
to the empreſs, The fact is how« 
ever otherwiſe. Heraclius was too 


ſtrongly fortified in the faſtneſs of F 


his country, and at too far a diſ- 
[C]2_ t 


tance, 
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tance, to be compelled to ſuch a 
meaſure; and he was too proud and 
too wiſe to become a ſlave without 
occaſion. He had, through the 
courſe of no ſhort life, bravely en- 
countered, and fortanately ſur- 
mounted, many and great dangers, 
to ſave or to free his country from 
the loweſt degradation of abject 
vaſſalage. He has happily ſuc- 
cceded in obtaining for it, and for 
himſelf (though by a precarious te- 
nure) a freedom as perfect as unex- 
pected. He could be little diſpoſed 
to reſign it now, who, through the 
weakneſs of his two ſuperior lords, 
even while he acknowledged their 
_ _ dominion, had for many years been 
in the habit of letting his fealty and 
allegiance hang very looſely about 
him, 
proceeded without difficulties, al- 
though the particulars of them are 
Kot publicly known. The Ruſſian 
manifeſto, which was publiſhed ag a 
Juſtification to the world of her 


conduct in taking poſſeſſion of the 


Crimea, ſtates the expences of the 
war at twelve millions of roubles, 


(which does not fall far ſhort of fi 


three millions ſterling) and ſeems 
to conſider that expence as a foun- 
dation for one of the empreſs's claims 
upon that country. The ſame piece, 


in ſtating the loſs of lives upon the 


Ogcaſion, obſerving that their value 
© eo . * oy 

is ineſtimable, retrains accordingly 
from giving an account of the num- 
1 | 

In the mean time the Ruſſian 
khan abdicated his throne, and 


transferred the ſuppoſed right to 


the dominion of his country to the 
empreſs. This was no leſs than an 
abſolute ſale of a people and their 
country, the khan receiving conſi- 

* derable eſtates in Ruſſia for the pur- 
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Crimea in the late war, and to have 
retained it, if ſhe had io choſen, at | 
the peace, would bave afforded her 
a full right to its dominion. But 
that, and many other conqueſts, 


This war in the Crimea had not were ſacrificed to her deſire of eſta- 


ſervitude, that the greater part of 


chaſe, It ſeems remarkable, that 
neither this abdication nor purchale 
are ſpecified as affording any title 
or claim to Ruſſia upon the country; 
nor indeed are they at all taken no- 
tice of in the manifeſto. 

In that piece, which is ſigned by 
the empreſs, and dated at Peterſ- 


burgh on the Sth of April 1783, 


(although it did not make its ap- 
pearance until late in the ſummet) 
the Crimea, the Cuban, and the 


iſland of Taman, are declared to be 


for ever annexed to her dominions, 


It Rates, that the great ſucceſſes 


which enabled Ruſſia to ſubdue the 


bliſhing the public tranquillity, and 


the friendſhip between the two em- 


pires, upon the moſt permanent foun- 
dations. That theie motives had 


induced her to ſtipulate for the free- Þ 
dom and independence of the Tar- | 


tars, as the means of cutting oft 
every poſſible cauſe of future diſſen- 
ion. 


all the ſubſequent troubles of the 
Crimea, are partly attributed to the 
ſecret infinuations and conduct of a 
certain unnamed (but well under— 
ſtood) power, in fomenting the dil- 
contents, partly to the reſtleſs tem- 
per of the Tartar nation, and partly 
to their being ſo long accuſtomed to 


the people were incapable of under- 
ſtanding or enjoying the benefits of 
taat freedom and. independence, 
which had been obtained for them. 
To indemnify Ruſſia for the expence 
of money and blood ſhe had already 
been at, to prevent ſimilar conic- 

Qw2nced 


The failure of this deſign, and | 


HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


quences in future, for the preſerva- 


tion of the public tranquillity, and 


to remove all cauſes of farther con- 


tention between the two empires, 
were held out to be the objects of the 
preſent meaſure. The Tartars were 


aſſured that they ſhould be placed 


upon an equality with the ancient 
ſubjects of Ruſſia, and that they 


ſhould enjoy the moſt abſolute li- 


berty cf conſcience, with the full 
exerciſe of their public worſhip and 
religious Ceremonies. 

This manifeſto was anſwered by 


the Porte in ſo maſterly a manner, 


both with reſpect to ſtyle and matter, 
that it might be conſidered as a 
mode] for ſuch documents. 


poſition, and the over-ruling ſpirit, 
of the court of Peterſburgh, and 


_ examining and invalidating the pre- 


tended claims upon the Crimea, it 
proceeds to expoſe, in a very ſtriking 
point of view, that wantonneſs of 
power, and inordinacy of ambition, 
which could extend them to the 
Cuban, to the iſle of Taman, and 
to the ſovereignty of the Black Sea, 
It puts the queſtion, What preten- 
fion of right can Ruſlia have to ter- 
ritories annexed for ages to the 
Goninions of the Porte? Would 
not ſuch claims on any part of the 
Ruſlian empire be 1oftantly repull- 


ed? And can it be preſumed that 


the Sublime Porte, however de- 
ſirous of peace, will acquieſce in 
wrong, which, however it may be 
cilgutted by ambition under the 


colour of policy, reaſon and equity 


muſt deem abſolute uſurpation : 
What northern power has the Porte 
offended? Whoſe territories have 
the Ottoman troops invaded? In 
the country of what prince is the 


Torkiſh ſtandard diſplayed ? Con- 


After 
pointing out, and ſeverely animad- 
verting upon, the encroaching diſ- 


foluie extremity with 


[37 


tent with the boundaries of empire 
aligned by God and the File, 
the wiſnes of the Porte are for 
peace; but if the court of Ruſſia he 
determined in her claims, and will 
rot recede, without acquiſitions of 
territory which do not belong to 
her, appealing to the world for the 
Juſtice of its proceedings, the Sub. 
lime Porte muſt prepare for war, 
relying on the decrees of Heaven, 
and confident in the interpoſition 
of the Prophet of Prophets, that 
he will protect his faithful fol- 
lowers in the hour of every diff- 
colty. --- Fo Ok 

In the midſt of all theſe appear- 
ances of war, and preparations for 
it, negociations for a peace, under 
the mediation of France, were con- 
tinually carried on at Conſtantino- 
ple; and the people of that capital 
were forbidden, under the ſevereſt 
penalties, from holding any diſ- 
courſe whatever upon the ſubject or 


defign of the vait armaments, by 


ſea and land, which were inteſſantly 
making or paſſing before their eyes. 
It was obſervable, that although 
the preparations for immediate war 
made by the emperor, at leaſt 
equalled, if they did not exceed in 
magnitude thoſe of Ruſſia, yet the 
apprehenſions of the Porte ſeemed 
principally to lie the other way, 
and their greateſt efforts were di- 
rected to that ſide. It is not im- 
poſible but they retained hopes, 
that if things proceeded to ab- 
the one, 
means might be uſed to mollify the 

other, by ſuch large conceſſions as 


neceſſity might then dictate, and 


it would be their intereſt to make. 
The baſhaw of Belgrade, and their 
other commanders on the frontiers, 
were accordingly inſtructed. not on- 
ly to refrain from all things wich 

(C] 3 coud 
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could give umbrage to the court of 


Vienna, but to purſue the moſt con- 
ciliatory meaſures in all their tranſ- 
actions with the Auſtrian ſubjects; 
and particularly, to pay the moſt 
marked perſonal attention to the 
emperor himſelf when he approach- 
ed the borders. This diſpoſition 
was ſo prevalent, that in the height 
of the troubles, when nothing leſs 
than war and deſolation ſeemed on 
all ſides at hand, the Danube was, 


for the firlt time, opened to the 


imperial ſhips ; two of which, with 
their proper colours, were received 


in the moſt friendly manner at Bel- 


grade, where they were furniſhed 
with paſſports to enable them to 
paſs the other Turkiſh fortreſſes in 
their voyage to the Black Sea, 

In the mean time the troubles 
and enemies of the Ottomans were 
multiplying on all fides. The re- 
Public of Venice was cloſely engag- 


ed wizh Ruſſia, and her countenance 


and diſpoſitions, notwithſtanding her 


acific ſyſtem and character, fully 


i: dicated that ſhe hoped to come in 
for a ſhare of the expected ſpoil ; 

nor could it be ſuppoſed a ſmall one, 
conſidering the number and extent 
of her claims, along with the ſingu- 
lar benefits which that power would 
derive, from the uſe of her ports, 
and the aſſiſtance of her naval force, 
in the proſecution of the war. New 
troubles were broken out on the 

ſide of Egypt; where the turbulent 
beys were engaged in a civil war, 
and the whole country was thrown 
into a fate of anarchy and confu- 
fion. Thus ſu:rounded, involved, 
and diſtreſſed in Europe and Africa, 
their mortal and hereditary ene- 
mies the Perſians attacked them in 
the eaſt, and bad commenced a war 
on the fide of Baſſora. 


Jo profit the more effeQually of 


pected, and ſeemed ready to break 


theſe embarraſſments and difhcul- 
ties, and, as it were, to complete the 
cycle of their troubles and dangers, 
the Prince Heraclius of Georgia 
was induced to invade Natolia ; a 
diverſion, which 1f it produced no 
greater effect, might at any rate be 
ſuppoſed :o prove a conſiderable 
check to the Porte, with reſpect to 
the forces which they intended far- 
ther to draw from Aſia to Europe. 
Whether it proceeded from the fault 
of the deſultory troops which he 
commanded, or from the effectual 
reparation made for his reception, 
Bieta it was, Heraclius did no- 
thing, in this expedition, at all an- 
ſwerable to his former reputation. 
Before he could even do any con- 
ſiderable miſchief, the baſhaw of 
Natolia marched againſt him at the 
head of 18,000 men; and, though 
the Georgians were ſuperior in 
number, obliged them to retire with 
precipitation to their own country. 
This, though not a great matter, if 
time, diſtance, and circumitances 
are conſidered, will ſerve to ſhew, 


that vigour and reſource were not 


entirely de funct or exhauſted in that 
empire; and the more eſpecially, 
as the Georgians have ever been 
particularly diſtinguiſhed for their 
valour, 1 

In the mean time the plague, 
which broke out at Cherſon, and 
other parts of the Ruſſian frontier, 
and penetrated even to the borders 
of Poland, threw no {mall damp 
upon the military operations on 
that fide, and afforded time for the 
progreſs of the negociations at Con- 
ſtantipople, before matters were 
precipitated to ſuch an extremity 
as would not admit of a ſtay or recal. 
It ſeemed ſingular enough, that at 
the time the flames of war were ex- 


Out 


. der ſo ſevere a loſs, could leave no and ſigned between the 
| doubt that ſmaller matters would two empires. By this 
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out in every quarter, that a new loſs of men, foreign wars are (from 
treaty of commerce between Ruſſia various cauſes, ſome of which could 
and the Porte, ſhould not only be not eaſily be removed) more de- 
in train, but actually concluded at ſtructive to that country than to any 
Conſtantinople, It will appear ſtill other; at the {ame time, that from 
more fingular, that the account of the vaſtneſs of the empire, and the 
the abdication of the Tartar khan, thin ſtate of its population, that 
with the ſeizure of the Crimea and loſs is more peculiarly felt. With 
Cuban by Ruſſia, and the annexing reſpect to her finances alſo, foreign 
them to her own dominion, was war, from the great quantities of 
received juſt before the treaty was caſh which it neceſſarily draws cut 
ſigned, and yet the intelligence of of the country, is exceedingly per- 
this unexpected and extraordinary nicious to Ruſſia, which can by no 
tranſaction did not prevent its means well ipare ſuch a drain from 


execution: a circumſtance which , ber circulation; nor were the effects 


fully ſhews the conſciouſneſs of the of the extraordinary expences in- 
Porte, of its being totally unequal curred in the laſt war yet entirely 
to the ſupport of a war. 'The done away, and the accumulating 


' mingled rage and anguiſh of the of a new debt could not but be a 
people upon this intelligence was matter of ſerious contideration, The 


never exceeded, nor perhaps equal- mediation of France had likewiie 


led, upon any former occation; its weight on all ſides; and the 


they cried loudly for vengeance, part which the houſe of Bourbon, 


for the ſupport of the Ottoman dig- and perhaps other powers, might 


nity and glory, and for the reſcue take in a war of conqueſt, wanton- 
of their injured and oppreſſed bre- ly entered into, and rendered pe- 
thren; while their voice was ren- culiarly odious, by a pertinacious 
dered the more formidable, from rejection of all equitable terms of 
its being ſupported by all the chiefs accommodation, was a matter that 
and men of the law. Nothing demanded attention, 
could afford a more ſtriking inſtance Under all theſe circumftances, 
of the firmneſs of government, than the negociations at Conſtantinopie 
its being able to withſtand the were carried on with great facility 
ſhock. towards the cloſe of the year; and 
An acquieſcence in ſo important early in the following a new treaty 
a revolution, and a ſubmiſſion un- of accommodation was concluded 


Januarygth, 


be much diſputed. On the other treaty Ruſſia retains the 1784. 


ſide, Ruſſia had now attained as full ſovereignty of her new ac- 
much new dominion as ſhe was for quiiitions ; and the only object 
the preſent, or could for ſome time of conſideration gained by the 


to come, be well able to manage. Porte, was the aſcertaining of fixed 


And beſides the ill policy of too limits to her claims in Aſia; the 

great an immediate extenſion of river Cuban being made the boun- 

conqueſt, there were other cauſes dary on that iide, and Ruſſia re- 

which operated ſtrongly againſt her nouncing all pretenſions upon the 

forcing a war. With reſpect to the Tartar nations beyond it. All mat- 
| * (C] 4 | hrs 
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ters relative to trade, ſhipping, 
tolls, and duties, had been {ſettled 


| by the preceding treaty of com- 
merce. The captain baſhaw's ſig- 
nature is the firſt, on the Ottoman 


tion. NS 
Thus had the empreſs Catherine 
the extraordinary fortune and glory, 


fide, to this treaty of accommoda- 


not only to fill up and realize all 


the plans and projects of Peter the 
Great, with reſpe& to the Palus 
Mzotis, the Black Sea, and the 
Crimea, but even to enlarge the 
ſcale, and carry his views to an 
extent, which ſeems to have ſur- 


paſſed, ſanguine as they were, that 


monarch's own hopes of attainment. 
A felicity the more peculiar, as the 
completion of the deſigns, and the 
immortalizing the name of that 
great founder and legiſlator of the 
Ruſſian empire, {cems to have been 
the leading object of her govern- 


ment, and wiſh of her life; and 


that as ſhe has made his conduR, in 


all that was laudable, the conſtant 
model of her own, ſo ſhe ſeems to 
be the full 1:heritor of his ſpirit, 
with reſpect o magnanimity, and 
10 the deſire of raiſins to the higheſt 


Pitch the power and glory of her 
country, „ 

As the recovery and reſtoration 
of every thing Greek, is the pre- 


dominant paſſion of the court of 


Peterſburgh, ſo the Crimea, and its 
dependencies, are in future to be 
known by the name of Taurica ; 


particular places are likewiſe re- 
ſtored to their antient appellations ; 


and the celebrated port and city of 
Caffa, has now reſumed its long- 
forgotten name of Theogoſia. Since 
this acceſſion of dominion, new 
towns, with Greek or Ruſſian 


be a work of time indee 


names, are riſing faſt in the deſarts, 
and are peopled moſtly by colonies. 


of Greeks and Armenians. Nei- 


ther has the empreſs ſpared any 


care or expence to procure emi- 


grants of all nations to ſettle and 
colonize her wide and remote Cau- 
caſean regions, which were once ſo 
prolific, in producing ſwarms to 
over- run and deſolate Europe. But 
the completion of this rs muſt 
; and 
ſubjected to numberleſs hazards, 
as well as dithcultics, in its pro- 
grels, -.:- 5 
It ſtill remains to be ſeen, whe- 


ther the late treaty of pacification 
will be more laſting in its effects 


than the two former. Numberleſs 
cauſes of contention ſtill remain: 
and if there were none other, what 
greater need there be, than thoſe 


which are neceſſarily produced by 


unreſtrained neighbouring power, 
when oppoſed to weakneſs, and that 
weakneſs encumbered with the cuſ- 
tody of the richeſt and moſt deſir- 
able poſſeilions ? 1 
In fact, the equilibrium between 
the three great powers on the bar- 


ders of Europe and Aſia has been 
ſo violently ſhaken, that nothing 


leſs than ſome very conſiderable 
change in their comparative cir— 
cumſtances and ſituation, can in any 
degree reſtore the true balance, 
nor can any thing leſs afford a 
proſpect of permanent peace and 
ſecurity to the preſent weaker par- 
ty. It was peculiarly unfortunate, 
if not fatally ominous, to the Otto- 
man empire, that the period of its 
degeneracy and decline ſhould have 


been that in which its two ancient 


rivals and neighbours have rien 
to unexampled power and greatneſs. 
Their earlier riſe would have pre- 
vented that decline. 


A new face of affairs is, however, 
appearing in that empire. Arts 
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and learning are encouraged, print- 
ing preſſes are eſtabliſled by the 
emperor's order, and prejudices are 
wearing faſt away. If, then, the 
preſent ſultan and his miniſters 
mould be cloſely followed up by 
men of equal merit and ability, 
who ſhould complete and carry into 
perfection thoſe great ſchemes of 
reform and improvement in their 
forcesby ſea and land, which are now 
in proſecution, and that the future 
prince ſhould inherit the warlike 
diſpoſition and military virtues of 


his anceſtors, it would by no means 


be impoſlible, that before many 


years were over, ſuch a change 


might take place in the affairs of 
the Ottoman empire, as would not 
a little aftoniſh the world. They 
have the means of accompliſhing 
great things ſtill in their hands; 
and they have now a clearer view 
of the dangers of their ſituation, of 


the defects in their government and 


diſcipline, and of the cauſes of 
their declenſion and weakneſs, than 
they ever before had. They may 
poſſibly afford a new and memorable 
inſtance, that adverſity is the firſt 
of all ſchools for the inſtruction of 
mankind, 


This treaty with Ruſſia was ſuc- 


ceeded by an accommodation of ſome 


fort, for the preſent, with the empe- 
ror; but leaving numberleſs matters 
open for future diſcuſſion, as time 


might ſerve, and occaſion offer. The 


Imperial miniſter demanded a par- 
ticipation of all the commercial ad- 


vantages granted to Ruſſia, by the 


late and by former treaties, and the 
Porte found it neceſſary to comply. 
The Danube, and all the Turkiſh 
leas, were accordingly opened to 
the navigation of the Imperial ſub- 
Jets, with free ingreſs and regreſs 
lo and from the Mediterranean, and 


ſea. 


[41 

commerce in the Archipelago z be- 
ſides great indu;gences and advan- 
tages to the merchants, with reſpect 
to ſearching their ſh ps, to tolls, 
duties, and cuſtom-houtes. A con- 
ſiderable part of Walachia was 
likewiſe ceded; and it was evident, 
that the Porte was not in a humour, 


or more properly in condition, to 


refuſe any thing. 

Spain had no ſooner got difen- 
gaged from the war with England, 
than ſhe began to prepa e for new 
military adventure. Neither the 
genera! ill ſucceſs which had long 
attended her expeditions to the 
coaſt of Africa, nor the particular 
loſs and diſgrace ſuſtained by the 
grand armament which ſhe had 
diſpatched againſt Algiers in the 
year 1775, were ſufficient to deter 
her from another attack upon that 
piratical city. Her ſhiys being in 
ſome degree ſtill manned in con- 
ſequence of the late war, and a 
great number of bomb ketches, 
gun- boats, and other armed veſſels, 


which had been deſtined againſt 


Gibraltar, ſtill in readineſs, were 
undoubtedly incentives to this en- 
terprize. | | | 

The marine force intended for this 
ſervice was conſiderable, and from its 
nature extremely numerous; no dif- 
poſition, however, appeared, to ha- 
zard another army upon that inau- 
ſpicious coaſt; the preient deſign 
being entirely confined to a ſevere 
bombardment and cannonade by 
The conduct of this - enter- 
prize was committed to Don An- 
tonio Barcelo; who, atter a formal 
diſplay of ſome pious or religious 
ceremonials, intended to obtain a 
bleſſing upon the Chriſtian arms 
in their conflict with Ioficels, 


proceeded with his armament from 
Carthagena, on the 2d of July, 


1783, 
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1783. Through an unfortunate 
diſpoſition of the winds and wea- 
ther, the fleet, notwithſtanding the 
ſhortneſs of the paſſage, was de- 
tained for 27 days at ſea; a 
beſides the 
loſs of a month peculiarly choſen 
as favourable to the deſign, could 
not but be exceedingly untoward 


in many reſpe&ts, encumbered as 


he was with a multitude of ſmall 
veſſels, and theſe crowded with 


men, and overlayed with artillery. 


The fleet did not arrive in the bay 
of Algiers until the 2gth of July; 
and the ſea was then too rough to 


He found the Algerines well pre. 


| Pared for his reception; and diſ- 


covered every indication of a bold 
and moſt determined enemy. On 


the firſt of Auguſt the admiral 


formed his line of battle, and made 


the neceſſiry diſpoſitions for an 


attack; 18 bomb-ketches, with 


13 gun-boats on their wings, 


compoſed the van; theſe were ſup- 


ported by a line of xebecs, bi- 


landers, and other veſſels of war, 
moſtly peculiar to the Mediter- 
ranean; and theſe again inter- 


mixed with, or attended by, a 


number of boarding-boats ſtrongly 
manned, and ſome ſmall fire- veſ- 
ſels, to prevent the approach of 
the Algerine gallies to the batter- 
ing veſſels ; the whole being co- 


frigates of war. The cannonade 
and bombardment were commenced 


at half paſt two o'clock, and were 


continued, without intermiſſion, 
until! ſunſet: 380 ſhells were 
thrown in that time, and about 
an equal number of ſhot ſent; 
the fire being fiercely returned by 
we Algerine batteries through the 
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whole time, with near 1100 cannon 
ſhot, and about zo bombs. 


The attack was renewed on the | 


following, and on every ſucceeding 


day, except one, until the gth of the | 
month. On that morning, a council | 
of war being held by the admiral, Þ 
the exhauſture of ammunition, and | 
the growing lateneſs and danger of 
the ſeaſon, were found ſufficient | 
reaſons for an immediate return to | 
In the courſe of theſe at- 


Spain, 
tacks, which were not unfrequently 


repeated on the ſame day, 3,32 
3,833 cannot-ſhot, | 
were diſcharged by the fleet againſ | 
the town; and theſe were returned 
by the Algerines, with 399 ſhells, 7 


bombs, and 


and 11,284 cannon-ſhot, This 


vaſt expenditure of ammunition 


produced no correſpondent effect 


on either fide ; the town was in- 
deed repeatedly ſet on fire, but 
the meaſures of preſervation were 
ſo well adapted, and ſo vigorouſly 
purſued, that the flames were ſoon | 
ſubdued. The Algerines made ſe- 
veral bold ſallies with their gallies 


and {mall veſſels upon the Spaniſh 155 


battering line; but the ſuperiority 
of fire on that ſide was ſo great, 
and it played from ſuch various 
directions, that they were conſtant- 


ly repulſed. The example of Gi— 


braltar ſee med to have operated up- 
on them in the uſe of red-hot balls; 


o- but they were not deſtined to pro- 
vered by the ſhips of the line, and 


duce a ſimilar effect. On the other 
fide, the Spaniſh marine afforded 
evident proofs of the improvement 
it had received from the late war; 
ſhewing infinitely more courzge, 
alertneſs, and firmneſs, than in the 
attack of 1775. 


The year 1783 was fatally mark- 


ed by the deſolation of ſome of 
the moſt celebrated, the moſt beau- 
| 1 8 tifol, 
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tifal, and the moſt fertile provinces 
of Europe. The two Calabrias, once 
the favoured ſeat of the muſes, and 
ſo long renowned under the diſtin- 
guiſhed appellation of Magna Gre- 
cia, were now doomed, along with 
part of Sicily, to be the melancholy 
ſcene of the moſt tremendous, the 
longeſt- continued, the moſt fatal 
with reſpect to mankind, and the 
moſt deſtructive to the face of the 
country, ſucceſſion of earthquakes, 
that had yet been known, even 
in thoſe volcanic regions, They 
were indeed fo dreadful, that they 


' ſerved rather to impreſs ideas of the 


final diſſolution of all things, than 
to induce any hope from analogy, 
founded on the experience of for- 
mer convulſions of the earth. 

The firſt ſhock, which happened 
about noon, on the 5th of February, 
1783, was by far the moſt deftruc- 
tive, if not the moſt tremendous in 
other reſpects. Several cauſes con- 
curred to render this ſhock parti- 
cularly fatal. It came on ſuddenly, 
without any of the uſual indica- 
tions; it was about the Italian 
time of dinner, when the people 


were moſtly in their houſes ; but 


beyond all, the motion of the earth 
in that ſhock was vertical, riſing 
ſuddenly upwards from its founda- 
tions, and as ſuddenly ſinking 
again, By this fatal motion, the 
greateſt buildings, villages, towns, 
and entire cities, were inſtanta- 
neouſly involved in one common de- 


ſtruction ; nothing remaining to be 


ſeen, but vaſt heaps of uadiſtin- 
guiſhable ruins, without any traces 
of ſtreets or houſes. An inhabi- 
tant of Caſal Nuova, happening 
to be on a hill over it at the time 
of the ſhock, and looking eagerly 


back to the town, could ſee no 
other remains of it, than the ap- 
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pearance of a cloud of white 
ſmoke, occaſioned by the flying 


mortar, which had been diflipated 


by the craſh of the houſes. | 
The Calabria Ultra, particularly 


that part on the weſtern ſide of the 


Appennines, was the peculiar vic- 
tim of this firſt ſhock. Its dread- 
ful effects were not confined to the 
deſtruction of mankind, and to lit- 
tle leſs than the annihilation of 
populous and flourithing villages, 
towns, and cities, but the whole 
face of that beautiful country was 
mangled and disfigured. Moun- 
tains were rent; vallies cloſed up, 
the hills that formed them being 


thrown from their places, and 
meeting their oppoſites in the cen- 


ter; the courſe of rivers was ne- 
ceſſarily changed, or the water, 
being entirely dammed up, was 
formed into great and increaſing 
lakes, | | | 

Of thoſe towns and cities where 
the greateſt deſtruction of mankind 


took place, we are not to paſs over 


Caſal Nuova, where the princeſs 
Gerace Grimaldi, with more than 
four thouſand of her ſubjects, pe- 
riſhed in the ſame inſtant, At 
Bagnara, above three thouſand of 
the inhabitants were loſt. Radi- 
cina, and Palma, counted their lots 
at about three thouſand each; Ter- 
ra Nuova, at about fourteen hun- 
dred, and Seminari ſtill more, 
The inhabitants of Scylla thought 
they had reaſon to rejoice in eſcap- 
ing from their houſes, on the cele- 
brated rock of that name, at the 
inſtant of the firſt ſhock ; and fol- 
lowing the example of their prince, 
deſcended to a little harbour at the 
foot of the hill, where getting into 
boats, or ſtretched upon the ſhore, 
they thought themſelves free from 
danger. But in the ceurſe of the 


night 
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night a ſtupendous wave, which 
is faid to have been driven furiouſly 
three miles over land, upon its 


return ſwept away the unfortunate. 


prince, with 2473 of his ſubjeds, 
It may not perhaps be entirely 
unneceſſary to obſerve, that the 
barons in the kingdom of Naples 

fleſs an abſolute lovercigoty over 
their vaſſals. 

The country moſtly ruined by the 
firſt ſhock, and where the greateſt 
mortality. took place, was the cele- 
brated. Sila, of the ancient Brut. 
The north-eaſt angle of Sicily, in- 


cluding the city of Mefſina, were 


likewile in a conſiderable degree 
victims to that ſhock ; but the 
greateſt violence of bes: exertion, 
and its moſt dreadful effets, were 
in the plain on the weſtern fide of 
the Anpennine. Several ſucceed- 
ing ſhocks, through the months of 
February and March, were little 
jeſs tremendons, and extended 
their effects ſtill farther than the 


- firſt, They included the Calabria 


Citra, and thoſe parts of the Ultra 


which had eſcaped the firſt miſchief, 


Bat notwithſtanding their violence, 
the deſtruction was by no means 
equal, and the loſs of lives happily 


the firſt dreadful mortality. The 
people, warned by that calamity, 
had every where abandoned their 
houſes, and lived in berracks; and 
the motion of the earth being fome- 
wat Gifferent in the ſucceeding 


- thack, though buildings were 


Maken down and ruined, yet they 
were not entirely involved, no: 


hole towns obliterated in one 


eruh, 2s in the firit. 
The earth, in all that part of 


more or leſs, in a conſta"it ſtate of 
tremor ; and ſeveral ſhocks, with 


bore no manner of proportion to 


Italy, continued for ſeveral weeks, 


1784-5. 
different degrees of violence, were 
every day felt; fo that the unhap- 


Py people, already-worn down with 


calamity and grief, through the 
loſs of their property, and of their 


deareſt relations, were ftiil kept in 


a continual ftate of apprehenſion 
and terror, 

The whole of the mortality, ac- 
cording to ti.e returns made to the 
ſecretary of ſtate's office in Naples, 
amounted to 33,507. Theſe re- 
turns, drawn up in the conſuſton 
and miſery that prevailed, could 


not be accurate; and it was ſup- 


poſed by the beſt judges, that the 
real loſs, including ftrangers, a- 
mounted, at leaſt, to 40,000. Theſe 
ellimates only take in the imme- 
diate victims to the earthquakes; 
thoſe who periſhed through want, 
diſeaſes, anguiſh, and every ſpecies 
of Jubſequent diſtreis, not being 
included. Some idea of the gene- 


ral diſtreſſes may be gathered, from 


thoſe which were ſuffered by Don 


Marcello Grillo. This gentleman 
poſſeſſed great landed property, be- 


ndes 12,000 pieces of gold, Which 
were buried under the ruins of his 


houſe in the city of Oppido Vet, 
with all theſe advantages of i tort. ane, 
he was for ſeveral days and nights 
houſeleſs and expoied, without food 
or ſhelter, to the exceſſive rains 


which then conſtantly fell; and was 


in this coarſe ipſtructed in the re- 
latne duties of hamanity, by being 


beholden to a hermit for leading 


him a clean ſtirt. 
The king and government of 


Naples uſed all poflible means for 


relieving the immediate diſtreſſes of 
the people, as well as for enabling 
them in ſome degree io recover 
from the ruin in which they were 


ſo calamitouily involved: the con- 


dect of the archbiſhop of Reggie 


22 


ug 


vpon this occaſion cannot be too 
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upon this unhappy occaſion, that 


4 much praiſcd, or too generally the male dead buried in the ruins, 
h known, That excellent prelate were almoſt conſtantly found in an 
5 immediately diſpoſed of all the ſu- attitude of exertion, as if ſtruggling 
0 perfluous ornaments of the churches, againit the danger; while, on the 
n and of his own horſes and furniture, other hand, the female attitude was, 
A the produce of which he applied to as generally, the hands claſped over 
the relief of his diſtreſſed flock; the head, as giving themſelves up 
8 and continued, through the whole entirely to deſpair; excepting only, 
- courſe of the earthquake, chearfuily when there were children near 
C to bear an equal ſhare in the incon- them, in which circumſtance, they 
1 veniences and ſufferings to which were always found, either claſpiog 
p they were expoſed, and to ſympa- them in their arms, or in ſome 
4 inize in thote calamities which he other attitude no Jeis expreſſive 
* could not remedy. - This admirable of maternal tenderneſs; and fully 
2 conduct was the more firiking, as ſhewing, that the anxious care of 
8 the great men of the country did their preſervation had in that dread- 
i not in general exert a ſimilar ſpi- ful moment baniſhed all fear and 
. it. 5 | conſideration with reſpect to them- 
: It was a cuious obſervation made ſelves. | | 
7 | 
| | CAP 
1 Recapilulation of the proccedings in parliament relative to the affairs of the 
1 Eft India cempany. Two Indian committees appointed by the Houſe of 
2 Commons in 1781. © Ofjeets of the ſelect commiitee. Obj«#s of the ſecret 
- = committee. The King's approbation of their proceedings. Reports of the 
_ | fecret committee brought to the houſe, April 1782. Account of Mr. Dundas's 
3 | Secech on that occaſion. Lays three ſits of reſolutions on the table: Firſt 
es, relative tothe general miſconduct of the company's affairs—poſtponed : 
» | Secend jet, relative to the conduct of the preſidency of Madras—wcited : 
. Third ſet, containing criminal charges againſt Sir Themas Rumbola - ted. 
| Bill of pains and penalties. Proceeding therein. Bill loft. Confid:ration 
3 of the firſt jet of reſolutions reſumed. Refolvtion againft Mr. Haſtings 
$ oled. Conduct of the court of proprieters on that occaſion. Proceedings 
*. of the ſelect committee. Rejoluttons voted. Vote againſt Sir Elijah Im- 
; fey. King's ſpeeches at the cloſing and opening of the ſeſſions. 
y j : , 1 ö 
7 : f 


| HE ſeſhons of parliament, on 
f | which we are now entering, 
= vere diſtinguiſhed by a ſcries of 


great conſtitutional queſtions they 
involved, the manner in which they 
finally terminated, form together an 


a political events of the moſt intereſt- aggregate of political matter, un- 
. ing and important natmie. The paralleled in the annals of parlia- 
magnitude and diverſity of che ob- ment. | 

Jects they embraced, the means by The firit, as well in magnitude 
i which they were brought about, as in order of time, was the bill for 
, the perſons who added in them, the the better management of the af- 


tatis 
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fairs of the Eaſt India company. 
From the dangers that threatened 


the very exiſtence of our empire in 


that part of the globe, and the fa- 
tal ſtroke our national credit might 


receive from the diſſolution of the 


company, whoſe affairs were, by 
men of all deſcriptions, allowed to 
be in a moſt precarious ſtate, the 
neceſſity of applying ſpeedy and 
effectual remedies was univerſally 
acknowledged. Strong and vigorous 
meaſures were on all ſides loudly 
called for; and the oppreſſed na- 


tives of India had at length a pro- 


ſpe& of deriving from our fears the 


relief which a ſenſe of juſtice and 


humanity had hitherto failed to pro- 
cure them. During a rapid ſuc- 
ceſſion of miniſters, every party, al- 
moſt every individual of any weight 


or conſequence in the country, had 
In turn pledged themſelves to exert 
both their own and the whole force 


and power of government for the 
attainment of this important end. 
All palliatives were on the one fide 


earneſtly deprecated, and on the 


other anxioully diſclaimed. 
As the bill we have juſt men- 


tioned was grounded on the re- 


Ports of the committees which had 
now ſat upwards of three years on 
the affairs of India, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to reſume our hiſtory of that 


part of the proceedings of parlia- 
ment, which from the preſſure of 
other matters we were obliged to 

poſtpone. 


This accidental delay 
will however be attended with ſome 
advantage to our readers. They 
will by this means have a general 
view of the whole ſubje& at once 
beſore them. The principles and 
conduct of the leading public cha- 


racters in different ſituations may 


be more eaſily compared, and the 
parties will come to a more fair and 


/ 


impartial trial, than during the heat 
and violence of political conteſts 
can poſſibly be obtained, 

Early in the year 1781 two In- 
dian committees were appointed by 


the Houſe of Commons, on grounds 


which have been already ſtated in a 
former volume, to enquire into the 
mal-adminiſtration of the company's 
affairs both at home and abroad: 
All parties in the Houſe appear to 
have concurred in theſe meaſures, 
The firſt, which was a /e/e# com- 
mittee, was directed to“ ate into 
«& conſideration the ſtate of the ad- 
« miniſtration of juſtice in the pro- 
ce ezinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 


C Orixa; and was afterwards fur- 


ther inſtrudted 70 con ſider hoo the 


* Britiſh polſeſſions in the Eaft In- 
% dies might be held and governed 
«« with the greateſt ſecurity and ad- 
vantage to this country, and by 
% evhat means the happineſs of the 
ce native inhabitants might be be- 
« promoted. The boſineſs of this 
committee was conducted by ſome 
of the moſt diſtinguiſhed members 
of that fide of the Houſe which then 
Oppoſed the general political mea- 
ſures of his majeſty's government. 
The ſecond was a /ecret committee, 
moved by the miniiter himſelf; and 
was under the management of per- 


ſons either actually members, r 


known to be in the confidence of 
adminiſtration. It was directed 79 


« enguire into the cauſes of the War 


& in the Carnatic, ard of the eon- 
c dition of the Britiſh pefſiſfiens in 
& theje parts.” 5 | 

Both committees continued to fit 
with unremitted application till the 


prorogation of parliament. On 


cloſing the ſeſſions, the king ex- 
preſſed, in the ſtrongeſt terms, his 
approbation of their proceedings, 
and his ſatisfadion in obſerving 

« that 


n 


wt © ©» 


&« that their attention was not more 


** to be derived from the territorial 
« acquiſitions, than to the happi- 
« neſs and comfort of the inhabi- 
2 «<< tants of thoſe remote provinces.” 
At the ſame time he declared his 
7 expectation, that at their next 
meeting they would proceed with 
s the ſame wiſdom and temper to 
provide for the ſecurity of thoſe 
= << valuable poſſeſſions, and for re- 


„ ſtraining the abuſes to which 


„ they were peculiarly liable.“ 
= Accordingly, in the ſpeech from 
the throne at the opening of the 
next ſeſſions, in November follow- 
ing, the Houſe was directed in 


nearly the ſame words to reſume 


the proſecution of their important 
enquiries. | 

On the ninth of April, 1782, Mr. 
Henry Dundas, the lord advocate 
of Scotland, and chairman of the 
= /ccret committee, moved, that the re- 
ports of that committee ſhould be 
referred to a committee of the 
whole Houſe. On this occaſion Mr. 
Dundas, in a ſpeech of near three 
& hours length, entered very fully 
into the cauſes and progreſs of the 
calamities of the Eaſt. Amongſt the 
former he inſiſted principally on the 


| following the departure of the 


company's preſidencies from the line 
of policy preſcribed to them, of 
avoiding all offenſive military (pe- 
rations with a view to conqueit 
| the corrupt interference of their 
| ſervants in the domeſtic and na- 
tional quarrels of the country pow- 
ers — their frequent breaches of 
faith, and diſregard to treaties— 


« anxiouſly directed to the benefits. 
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their peculation and ſcandalous op- 


preſſion of the natives—and, laſtly, 


the criminal relaxation which had 


prevailed on the part of the direc- 
tors at home, in the exerciſe of their 


controlling power over their ſer- 
vants, and their ready connivance 


at the groſſeſt miſconduct, provided 
it was attended with any tempo- 


rary gain to the company *. 

He then proceeded to trace the 
operation of theſe cauſes in the ſe- 
veral tranſactions of the company's 
preſidencies in the Eaſt. As theſe 


facts were afterwards reduced into 


the form of reſolutions, and agreed 
to by the Houſe, we ſhall have oc- 
caſion hereafter to ſpecify them more 
particularly. At preſent, therefore, 


it may ſuffice to enumerate a fe- 


of the moſt flagrant acts of injuſtice, 
violence, and treachery, by which, 
he aſſerted, that not only the com- 
pany's affairs were brought to the 
very verge of ruin, but indelible 
diſgrace entailed on the Britiſh 
name and government in India. 
He inſtanced the injuſtice and 
cruelty of the Rohilla war; the 
ſale of Kora and Illahabad; the 


ſtopping payment of the ſtipulated 


penſions to the king Shah Allum, 


and to Nudjif Khan; the renewal 


of the war with the Mahrattas ; the 
double dealing with Ragoba and 


the Raja of Berar; the proceedings 


relative to the Guntoor circars, and 
the peſcuſh, or tribute, payable to 
the Nizam ; the ſufferings of the 
Raja of Tanjore ; the arbitrary ex- 
action of nazirs, or free gifts; the 


fraudulent grants of leaſes; the 
' harſh and unjuſtifiable meaſures 


© This criminal connivance was attributed, by other members who ſpoke 1a the 
| debate, to the over-ruling influence which, by obvious means, the principal ſervants 


of the company abroad had acquired in the courts at home; inſomuch that the relation 


between them was entirely reverſed, and the latter had become the mere agents and 


inſtruments of the former. 


taken 


| 
g 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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taken relative to the Zemindars of 


the northern circars, and particu- 
larly the groſs ill treatment of the 
Raja Viſieram Rauze. | 

© Lallly, from this body of crimi- 
nality he interred the abſolute ne- 


ceſſity of the 1nterpoſition of the 
legiſlature, both for the purpoſe of 


puniſhing delinquents, and wreſting 
power out of ihe hands of thole 
who had abuled it. The diſagree- 


able taſk of propofing certain reſo- 


Juiions to the committee with that 
deſign would fall, he ſaid, on him: 
ad, painful and odious as the taſk 
might be, his duty to the public 


required he ſhould go through it. 
But this alone, he added, would 


not be iufficient. He declared his 


conviction of the neceiſiy of ſend- 
ing out to India certain perſons, to 


be named by his Majeſty, or by 


_ parliament, armed with the higheſt 
authority of the kingdom. To ſome 
ſuch appointment he looked up for 
the preſervation of India, the re- 
eſtabliſhment of our national cha- 


racter, and the deliverance of a moſt 


unfortunate and extenfive country 


from the miſeries of oppreſſion *; 
and he called on his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters either to ſupport him in car- 


Tying through the buſineſs, or to 


bring forward, without delay, any 
other meaſures they might judge 
more effectual for the accompliſh- 
ment of thoſe great and important 
objets. | 

Mr. Dundas was followed by 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke, who, af- 
ter congratulating the Houſe on the 


unanimity with which the great 


buſineſs they were entering on was 


likely to be proſecuted, declared 
their hearty concurrence with the | 
learned member, in the mode of 


proceeding adopted by him, name- 
ly, that of making the removal and | 


puniſhment of delinquents go hand | 
and hand with meaſures of future | 


regulation; and they pledged them: 3 | 


ſelves, in whatever ſituation they | 
might be found, te ſupport ſuch 
plans as ſhould appear beſt cal. 


culated for purſuing thoſe object: © \ 


with vigour and effect. = 
On the 22d of April Mr. Dun- | 
das brought forward the propoſi- 


tions which he had previouſly laid 
upon the table, and printed for the 
peruſal of the members. The firſt 
ſet, amounting to 45 in number, # 


related to the general ſyſtem of 


the company's government, and the 8 


miſconduct oſ the ſupreme council 
and the 
Theſe, he obſerved, might require 
a further examination, and he ſhould 
therefore poitpone them for the 
preſent. The ſecond ſet, conſiſting 
of 24, had for their object the 


conduct of the preſidency of Ma- | 
dras. On theſe, if adopted by the 


Houſe, it would be neceſſary to 
ground a criminal proſecution a- 
gainſt the preſident, Sir Thomas 
Rumbold, a member of the Houſe, 


and other perſons concerned there- 
in; and as he conceived the com- 


mittee to be in poſſeſſion of all the 
materials requiſite for their conſi- 
deration, he ſhould proceed to move 


them without further delay. 


The firſt four reſolutions ſtated 
that, in a period of twelve years, 
from 1767 to 1779 incluſive, the 


o Tt ſhould appear from the ſpeech of Mr. Fox, who, in the courſe of the debate, 
expreſſed his diſlike of the propofition, that Mr. Dundas had mentioned with ſome 


degree of approbation, the idea of taking from the company, and placing under the 


direction of the crown, the entire management of their territorial poſſeſlions in the 


Eaſt. 


ſurplus 


preſidency of Bombay. tf 


m — , 


— 


ſurplus net revenues of the com- 
pany, under the preſidency of Ma- 
dras, had never, except 1n one year, 
been equal to the purchaſe of the 
inveſtment for Europe, and that in 
the whole period they had exceeded 
the charges in no more than 51,9611. 
*ZTheſe were agreed to without any 
debate. | 

Pe fifth reſolution ſtated, that 
the balances. due by the Zemindars 
„or renters of the company's lands 
in the northern Circars had very 
much increaſed of late; and that 
the Zemindars were much diſtreſſed. 


the words of late; but the fact 
Jappearing to the committee to be 
ſubſtantiated by the evidence in the 
reports, the reſolution paſſed with- 
out a diviſion. | 


this diſtreſs was ſtated in the two 
following reſolutions, viz. *<* that 


chiefs of the ſubordinate ſtations 
to receive from the Zemindars cer- 
Main large ſums of money, arbitra- 
rily exacted, under the name of Nazir 
or free gift, and that the ſame had 
never been accounted for to the 
company.“ In the debate, the enor- 


pad arrived throughout India, its 
paneful conſequences, the abuſes 
chat were countenanced, and the 
horrible iniquities that were com- 
mitted, all under the ſanction of 
theſe expiatory Nazirs, were fully 
Mated by Mr. Dundas and Mr. Burke. 
Ihe reſolutions were agreed to. 

The indigent circumſtances of the 
Nabob, and the enormous amount to 
Which he ſtocd indebted to ſeveral of 
the company's ſervants, notwith- 


F ks d 2 © Fi Og 
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sir Thomas Rumbold objected to 


One of the principal cauſes of 


"2 t had been the praQtice for the 


mous height to which this pradice 
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ſtanding he had been indulged inthe 


repeated plundering of the rich coun- 
try of Tanjore and of the company's 
Jaghire lands, could not eſcape ob- 
ſervation. It appeared indeed in 
evidence, that with reſpe& to the 
latter he had been the higheſt bid- 
der, and that actuated by principles 
of pride or motives of policy he be- 
come their tenant at a rent greatly 
beyond their value. This had been 
one cauſe of the encreaſe of his debt 
and the conſequent perplexity of his 
affairs and violence of his exactions. 
In the exerciſe of theſe oppreſſions 
he was ſupported by the ſervants of 
the company, who, in their turn, 
made him the victim of their rapine, 
by uſuriouſly ſupplying him with 
money at 24 percent. and upwards. 


The eighth reſolution there fore 


ſtated, „that the company's Jag- 
hire lands, including almoſt the 
whole of the territory contiguous to 
Fort St. George, Madras, had been 
uniformly let to the Nabob of 
Arcot;“ and the ninth, „ that the 
ſaid Nabob was loaded with heavy 


_ debts both to the company and in- 


dividuals ; that his troops were ill 
paid, had deſerted in great numbers, 
and frequently broken out into dan- 
gerous mutintes on that account.“ 


The impolicy and danger af ſuffer- 


ing the Nabob, under the circum- 


ſtances deſcribed in the latter reſo- 


lution, to rent territories, which had 


the actual command of Madras, 


were ſtrongly inſiſted on, as well as 
the ſuſpicious nature of his debts, and 
their influence in the general ſyſtem 
purſued by the preſidency with re- 
gard to the Nabob, by which the 
Carnatic had been brought into a 
ſtate of the moſt dreadful confuſion *. 


For a more particular account of the mode of contracting theſe debts, and of 
Whe proceedings of the then adminiſtration relative thereto, fee debate in the Houle 
pf Commons, on Mr, Fox's motion, November 15 


55 


17346: 
Both 
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Both reſolutions paſſed. 

The tenth and eleventh reſolu- 
tions related to the kingdom of 
Tanjore, and were alſo agreed to. 
In them it was ſlated, “ that the 


revenues were greatly diminiſhed, 


and the country itſelf much on the 
decline; and that this was in a 
great meaſure owing to an opinion 


pPrevailing in the country, that the 


Raja's government would not be 
of long continuance, and that ano- 
ther revolution was approaching.“ 
On this occaſion Mr. Dundas de- 
Icribed the country of Tanjore to 
be the garden of India, a ſpot 
where Providence ſeemed to have 
Javiſhed its peculiar bounties. To 
this country the Nabob of Arcot 
had ſet up the moſt unjuſt and ab- 
ſiurd pretenſions, and had been meſt 

ſcandalouſly liſtened to by the ſer- 


vants of the company; by repeated 


invaſions and revolutions it had 
been abſolutely ruined, and the Raja, 
a ſovereign of an ancient and moſt 
honourable deſcent, had been treated 
with unheard of hardſhips. In theſe 
ſentiments Mr. Dundas was joined by 
the general voice of the whole com- 
mittee, ſeveral of whom declared 
that this ſuffering prince ought to 
be taken under the protection of 
„ and ſecured in the quiet 

poſſeſſion of his dominions againſt 
the baſe and infamous arts of the 
Nabob and his abettors. As an 


inſtance of the deſperate lengths to 


which the Nabob had been encou- 
raged to proceed, it was aſſerted, 
that it had appeared in evidence 
before the committee, that in or- 
der to make the members of that 
houſe a party to the Nabob in his 
_ deitgns on Tanjore, a ſcheme had 
been actually formed of bribing a 


majority in the repreſentative body 


of the nation with 700,000 1, 


a better condition ; 
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The committee having gone 
through theſe eleven reſolutions, 


agreed to defer the confideration of 


the remainder till the Monday fol. 
lowing. | 

On the 25th, Mr. Dundas laid 
upon the table forty-two additional 
reſolutions, reſpecting the miſcon- 
duct of ſeveral members of the 


preſidency of Fort St. George; and 
on the 2gth they were voted, to- 


gether with thoſe before deferred, 


in a committee, and the whole be- 
ing immediately reported, were 


agreed to by the Houſe, 
The twelfth and the ſeven 


condemned the omiſſion of timely 
precaution, and the ſubſequent di- 
latorineſs and indeciſion of the pre- 
ſidency at the time of the irrup— 


N 


fol- 


lowing of the deferred reſolutions 


tion of Hyder Ally into the Cr. 


natic, notwithſtanding their early 
and repeated intelligence of his in- 
tentions; of theſe, the fifteenth 
ſtated the total inability of the Na- 
bob of Arcot to contribute any thing 
towards the common defence, ei- 


ther in men, money, or influence ; 


and that he attributed this inability 
to the weight of his debts and the 
loſs of Tanjore. On the other 
hand, the ſixteenth ſtared that the 
Raja of Tanjore was not ſound in 
and that he 
attributed the inability on his part 
to the ſufferings which his country 
had endured under the oppreſſive 
government of the Nabob. 

In the twentieth and twenty-firl 
reſolutions, the indiſpenſable necel- 
ſity of eſtabliſhing ſome new and 
effectual regulations in regard to the 
revenues, debts, and military eſta- 


bliſhments of the Nabob, andof the 


Raja, was the more eſpecially in- 

ſiſted, becauſe it had appeared that 

the ſucceſs of Hyder Ally . 
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ſome meaſure be attributed to the 
great defects in thoſe particulars, 
The twenty-ſecond reſpected the 


\ ſettlement of the matters in diſpute 
between the Nabob and the Raja, 
on a footing of juſtice and perpetu- 


ity, according to the arrangement 
carried into execution during the 
government of Lord Pigot. 

The object of the 23d reſolution 
was, ſuch an eſtabliſhment of the na- 
ture and amount of the rents of the 
company's lands, and of the rights 
of the tributaries and renters; eſ- 
pecially by the abolition of all na- 


zirs or gifts, as might tend to the 


preſent relief and future ſecurity of 


the company's dependents, and par- 


ticularly the natives of every degree. 
The 24th ſtated, that, in aſcer- 
taining the debts of the Nabob of 


| Arcot, and the Raja of Tanjore, 


with à view to their diſcharge, all 


juſt diſtinctions ought to be made 


between the claims of the different 
creditors, and the utmoſt attention 
paid to the diſcovery and puniſh- 
ment of peculation by any of the 


company's ſervants, and to the pre- 


vention of it in future. 

Tae committee then proceeded 
to the conſideration of the laſt ſet 
of reſolutions, containing matters of 


criminal charge againſt the preſi- 
dent of Fort St. George; and on 
this ſet Mr. Dundas declared his 
intention of moving the Houſe to 


proceed by a bill of pains and pe- 
nalties. . . . 

In theſe reſolutions Sir Thomas 
Rumbold was charged, firſt, with 
having remitted to Europe, between 
the 8th of February 1778 (the day 
of his arrival at Madras) and the be- 
Zinning of Auguſt in the ſame year, 
the ſum of 41,0001, and during the 
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two ſubſequent years, a further ſum 
of 119, ooo l. the whole amounting 
to 160,000 1. *; although his ſalary 
did not exceed 13,3331. per ann. ; 
and the records of the company did 
not contain any ſpecification of 
goods on hand, debts due, or loans 
made in India by him before his 
taking on him the office of gover- 
nor; which, in caſe he had been 
poſſeſſed of ſuch effects, he was 
bound by his covenant to have en- 


tered therein. 


| Secondly, he was charged with 
having aboliſhed the committee of 
Circuit of the Jaghire lands and 
northern Circars ; a committee ap- 


pointed by the company's orders for 


the purpoſe of inveſtigating on the 
{pot many eſſential points reſpect- 
ing the tribute and rent to be paid 
by the Zemindars and renters of 


the company's demeſne land, and 
alſo for the better regulation of the 


internal government of thoſe diſ- 
tricts, with a particular view to 
preventing extortion and the op- 
preſſion of the native inhabitants. 

Thirdly, it was charged, that 


having diſſolved the committee of 


Circuit, he did order the Zemindars 
to repair to Madras, ſituated at the 
diſtance of 550 miles from the cen- 
ter of the Circars, there to ſettle 
their annual tribute; and, notwith- 
ſtanding the remonſtrances of the 
ſubordinate councils, and the com- 
plaints of the Zemindars, who were 


both averſe to the journey, and ill 


able to ſupport the expence of it, 
did repeat his orders and enforce 
obedience to them: and that, whilſt 
the Zemindars were at the preſi- 
dency, he did bimſelf ſeparately 
negociate with them the terms of 


their reſpective cowles or leaſes, che 


v See p. 53. 
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grounds of ſuch leaſes being in no 
inſtance laid before the council col- 
lIeively. 
Fcöourthly, he was charged with 
having, by compulſive menaces, and 
groſs ill treatment, humiliating, 
unjuſt, and cruel in themſelves, and 
highly derogatory to the intereſts of 
the company, and to the honour of 
the Britiſh nation, compelled the 
Raja of Viſianagrum to employ Sit- 
teram Rauze as duan or manager 
of his zemindary, and to confirm his 


adoption of the ſon of the ſaid Sit- 


teram; and with having further 
obtained for the ſaid Sitteram Rauze 
the zemindary of Ancapilly, and 
the reſtoration of the fort of Viſia- 
nagrum, notwithſtanding he ap- 
pears on the records of the ſettle- 
ment to have been a man of bad 
reputation, and diſaffected to the 
company's intereſts; and it alſo 
appearing, that, pending theſe pro- 


ceedings, two lacks of rupees, 


(20 0001.) were tranſmitted to the 
laid Sitteram, then at Madras; 
and that he had actually contracted 
by bond to pay Mr. Redhead. pri- 
vate ſecretary to Sir Thomas Rum- 
bold, one lack of rupees, on conſi- 
deration that he ſhould uſe his in- 


fluence in obtaining for him the ad- 


vantages above recited. 
Fiſthly, it was charged, that not- 
withſtanding the diſcovery of this 
corruption of his private Le rang 
by a judicial appeal to himſelf and 
the council, he had taken no no- 
tice thereof in his correſpondence 
with the direQtors; and that on 
another occaſion he had ſuppreſſed 
the information given by Mr. Sad- 
lier, of the peculations of three of 


the company's ſervants at Maſuli- 
patam to a large amount, and had 
concealed the ſame both from the 
council at Madras and the court of 
directors. | | 

Sixthly, he was charged with 
having pranted to the Nabob of 
Arcot a leaſe of the Jaghire lands 
for three years, in direct diſobedi- 
ence to the repeated poſitive orders 
of the company, founded on the 
moſt cogent reaſons of convenience 
and public policy: and thereby 
was guilty of a great breach of 
truſt, and of a high crime and miſ- 
demeanor *. 8 = 

Seventhly, he was charged with 


having been guilty, in two ſeveral 


inſtances, of a groſs breach of ſo- 
lemn treaties entered into between 
the company and the Nizam of the 
Decan, and ef having thereby 
ſtained the national honour, in- 
flamed the reſentments of the Ni- 
zam, and endangered the ſecurity 
of the company's poſſeſſions. By 
theſe treaties the ceſſion of the five 
northern Circars had been confirm- 
ed to the company on two expreſs 
conditions: the firſt, that one of 
them, called the Guntoor Circar, 
ſhould remain in the poſſeſſion of 


Bazalet Jung during his life, or 


until it was the Nizam's pleaſure 
that the company ſhould take poſ- 
ſeſſion of it: the ſecond, that the 


company ſhould pay to the Nizam 
an annual tribute of five lacks of 


rupees. | | 
In direct violation of the firſt of 
theſe ſtipulations, a treaty was en- 
tered into by Sir Thomas Rumbold 
with Bazalet Jung, for the imme- 
diate poſſeſſion of the Guntoor Cir- 


To this article may be referred the 18th reſolution, in which it appears, from 
2 codicil annexed to Mr. Redhead's will, that Omeer-ul-omrah, the ſecond ſon 
had an order from his father to pay him the ſum of one lack of 


Car, 


of the Nabob, 
| rupees. | 
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car, without the conſent or know- 
' ledge of the Nizam; a military 
force was ordered to carry it into 
execution ; and, at the requeſt of 


the Nabob of Arcot, it was agreed 


to grant him a leaſe of the country 
for the term of ten years. 
Whilſt the mind of the Nizam 


* was ſmarting under this offenſive 


treatment, the reſident at his court 
was inſtructed to propoſe the with- 
holding the ſtipulated tribute; al- 
tho? he had been aſſured by the ſame 
authority, but a ſhort time before, 
of the future regular payment 
thereof. And, in aggravation of 
theſe violent and unjuſt proceedings, 
Sir Thomas Rumbold did unwar- 
rantably attempt to throw obſtruc- 
tions in the way of the ſupreme 
council, in their endeavours to quiet 
the apprehenſions and re-conciliate 
the affections of the Nizam . 
The reſolutions being agreed to 
Avril by the houſe, leave was given 
20th. to bring in a bill of pains and 
Nen. penalties againſt Sir Thomas 
Rumbold, Peter Perring, and John 
Whitehill, for breaches of public 
truſt, and high crimes and miſde- 
meanors. At the ſame time was 
alſo brought in a bill for reſtrain- 
ing thoſe perſons from going out of 
the kingdom, for diſcovering their 
effects, and preventing the alienat- 
Ing or tranſporting of the ſame; 
which paſſed without much other 
debate than what related to the 


quantum of the ſum propoſed to be 


left ancovered of Sir Thomas Rum- 


53 
bold's eſtate, which at laſt was fixed 
at 50,0001. for the purpoſe of in- 
demnifying his ſureties, and 30, oool. 
to enable him to make a proviſion 
for his children. N 
Before the ſecond reading of the 
bill of pains and penalties, it was 
ordered, that Sir Thomas Rum bold 
ſhould be heard in his defence, 
againſt the ſame, by counſel, at the 
bar. The great variety and com- 
plicated nature of the criminal al- 
legations on which the bill was 
founded, made it neceſlary for the 
accuſed party to enter into a long 
and minute defence. Little pro- 


greſs was made therein during the 


ſhort period that remained of the 
ſeſſions of 1782 ; and the unſettled 


| ſtate of public affairs at the be- 


ginning of the year 1783, prevent- 

ed the houſe from taking it up till 
near the middle of that ſeſſion. As 
the ſeaſon advanced, members be- 
came daily more remiſs in their at- 
tendance ; and at length, on the 1ſt 


of July, a motion was made and 


carried, for adjourning the further 
conſideration of the bill to the 1ſt of 
October, by which means the whale 
proceeding fell to the ground, and 
was never afterwards reſumed, | 
Thar a bill, the reſult of ſuch long 
and laborious enquiries, a bill in- 


troduced, received, and proceeded 


upon by the houſe with ſo much ſo- 
lemnity, ſhould be ſuffered thus to 
fall to the ground, is a circum- 
ſtance on which we are at a loſs 


to comment, What impreſſion Sir 


In the reſolutions, Mr. Whitehill and Mr. Perring, members of the council, 
were alſo charged with having concurred with Sir Thomas Rumbold in ſeveral of 
the proceedings therein condemned; and Mr. Whitehill was further charged 
with being guilty of a bigh crime and miſdemeanor, by not paying immediate and 
implicit obedience to the orders of the ſupreme council, and by his intemperate and 
contumacious conduct, whereby he held out an alarming example of diſobedience 
to the orders of his lawful ſuperiors, and of diſreſpe& to the acts of the Britiſh le- 


giſlature. 
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Thomas Rumbold's defence made 
upon the houſe, as no queſtion was 
Put thereon, we cannot poſſibly de- 
termine. 
harſh and an to preſume 
the party accuſed was guilty, be- 
' cauſe he accepted of indemnity 
without acquittal ; and on the other 
hand, we cannot pronounce him in- 
nocent, becaule, under the circum- 
ſtances related, his accuſer failed to 
proſecute him to conviction. 'The 
proceeding itſelf had indeed ope- 
rated as no light puniſhment; and 
this conſideration might probably 
facilitate the paſſing of the vote by 
which it was terminated. But by 
this management, the public was 


deprived of the only intereſt it had 


in the proſecution, — the acquittal of 
an innocent citizen, or the example 
of a puniſhed delinquent. Thus, 
however, ended the firſt attempt 
made by this parliament to puniſh 
Indian delinquency.—We muſt now 
revert to the firſt ſet of reſolutions, 
preſented by Mr. Dundas on the 
15th of April 1782, and containing 
the grounds of the reſolution moved 


by him againſt Mr. Hornſby and 


Warren Hallings, Eſq. 

In the fix firſt of theſe reſolutions 
certain principles of juſtice and po- 
licy were laid down, as the baſis of 
the government of India. 
The ſeventh condemns the ſtop- 
ping of the penſions payable by 
treaty to the Mogul and Nudjiff 
Khan, and the ſale of Corah and 
Illahabad, as contrary to policy and 
good faith. 


It would certainly be 


The eighth condemns the Ro- 
hilla war, and the extermination of 


that people; and charges the pre- 


ſident and ſelect committee of Ben- 
gal with an iniquitous interference 
and intereſted partiality to the Na- 
bob Vizier *. 

The ninth and tenth condemn the 
preſidency oi Bombay and the court 
of directors for their conduct reſpect- 
ing the Nabob of Broach and the 
commencement of the Mahratta 
War. | 

The eleventh condemns the alli- 
ance with Ragoba ; and the twelfth 
juſtifies the meaſures taken by 
Meſſrs. Clavering, Monſon, and 
Francis, for reſtoring peace. 

The following reſolutions, up to 


the thirty-ſeventh, approve of the 


treaty of Poorunder, and condemn 
the conduct of the court of directors 


and the governor-general ; the for- 


mer for encouraging, the latter for 
purſuing meaſures tending to renew 
the war, and particularly the pro- 
jected alliance with the Raja of Be- 
rar: to theſe, to the general diſtruſt 


of our ſincerity, and to the ruinous 


and diſgraceful conſequences of raſh 
military operations, they attribute 
the confederacy formed againſt the 
company by the Nizam, and the 
backwardneſs of the Mahrattas to 
any accommodation. | 

The three following reſolutions 
ſtate ſeveral additional miſchiefs 
ariſing from the Mahratta war; and 
acknowledge, that on the ſucceſs of 
Hyder in the Carnatic, the gover- 
nor-general gave proof of the moſt 


In the debate on this reſolution, the word extermination was objected to by 
Mr. Barwell (one of the council at the time of this tranſ@&ion) as too ſtrong, the 
inhabitants, as he obſerved, having been only expelled. On the other hand, 
Mr. Dundas inſiſted on the propriety of the word he had uſed, ſince it had appeared 
in evidence, that not only every ſpecies of violence and cruelty had been vied, but 
that numbers of them had been actually put to the ſword, _ 
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important exertions for the aſſiſtance 


of Madras, the obtaining of peace, 


and regaining the friendſhip of the 
Nizam. 


The fortieth condemns the go- 


vernor-general's plan of an alliance 

with the Dutch, as unwarranted, 

impolitic, extravagant, and unjuſt, 
The next, charges the governor- 


general with deſigns tending to pro- 


craſtinate an accommodation with the 


Mahrattas, 1njuriouſly to the intereſts 


of the company and of the nation, 
The forty-ſecond charges him 


with ſuppreſſing material inſorma- 
tion in his correſpondence with the 
directors, and ſending the ſame to 


his private agent in England. 


Ihe following reſolution ſtates 


and approves of certain inſtructions 
ſent in the laſt diſpatches from the 
directors, for promoting the attain- 
ment of peace. 

The forty- fourth declares, “ that 
6 for the purpoſe of conveying en- 
tire conviction to the minds of 
ce the native princes, that to com- 
« mence hoſtilities, without juſt 
« provocation, againſt them, and to 
« purſue ſchemes of conqueſt and 


extent of dominion, are meaſures 


% repugnant to the wiſh, the po- 
« licy, and the honour of this na- 
tion, it is the duty of the court of 


directors, in conformity to the ſenſe 
« expreſſed by this Houſe, forthwith 


3 


to recall ſuch member or members of 
their principal preſidencies as * ap- 
© pear to have been chiefly con- 
«« cerned in wilfully acting upon a 
*« ſyſtem tending to inſpire a rea- 
«© ſonable diſtruſt of the modera- 


«« tion, juſtice, and good faith of 
„the Britiſh nation.“ Rey 
1 heſe reſolutions were ſeverally 
agreed to by the Houſe, on the 28th 
ot May; and in addition to the ge- 
neral declaration of the ſenſe of par- 
liament, expreſſed in the laſt, Mr. 
Dundas ſaid, he ſhould move the 
Houſe to come to a ſpecific reſolu- 
tion for the recall of Mr. Haſtings 
and Mr. Horniby. Thathe was urg- 
ed to take this ſtep by an account 
which had lately arrived from In- 
dia of an act of the moſt flagrant 
violence and oppreflion, and of the 
groſſeſt breach of faith, committed 


by the former againſt Cheit Sing, 


the Rajah of Beuares. He entered 
at large into the nature of that 
tranſaction, and concluded with 


moving the foilowing reſolution : 


„ That Warren Haſtings, Efq; 


Governor General of Bengal, 
„ and William Hornſby, Eſq; Pre- 


« ſident of the council at Bombay, 
« having in ſundry inſtances aQed 
„ in a manner repugnant te the 
© honour and policy of this nation, 
& and thereby brought great cala- 
4 mities on India, and enormous 
« expences on the Eaſt India com- 
« pany, it is the duty of the Directors 
ce of the {aid company to purſue all 
legal and effectual means for the 
% removal of the ſaid governor- ge- 
ce neral and preſident from their 
c reſpeCive offices, and to recall 
c them to Great Britain.“ 

In conſequence of this reſolution 
of the Houſe of Commons, the di- 


rectors took the neceſſary ſteps for 


carry ing it into effect; but, as their 


* Theſe words were afterwards left out of the reſolution, and the following in- 


ſerted inſtead of them: „ tbe parliament of Great Britain ſhould give 1 Jignal 


* mark of its di leaſure againſt thiſe * any degree intruſted with the charge of the 


* company's affairs, who ſhall.” 
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proceedings are ſubje& to the con- 
trol of a genera] court of proprie- 
tors, the friends of Mr. Haſtings, 

whoſe influence in that body was 
now found to be irreſiſtable, had re- 
courſe to that expedient, and on 
the 31ſt of October the orders of the 
_ court of directors were reſcinded 
by a large majority. — Thus ended 
the ſecond parliamentary attempt 
to puniſh Indian delinquency. 

This oppoſition, however, of the 
proprietors to the deliberate ſenſe of 
the Houſe of Commons, and to the 
reſolutions of the court of directors, 
entered upon without previous en- 
quiry, and adopted in, a confuſed 
and tumultuous debate, without any 


information before them, was, at 


the beginning of the next ſeſſions, 
ſtrongly reprobated by Mr. Dun- 
das, both as dangerous in its prin- 


Ciple, as well as highly inſulting to 


the honour of parliament. He there- 
fore moyed, that all the proceedings 
relative thereto ſhould c laid be- 
fore the houſe ; and on theſe and the 
geſolutions before voted he founded 
a bill, which he afterwards brought 
in, for the better regulating the 
% government of India.“ 

The principal objects of this bill 
were, to inveſt the governor-gene- 
ral with a diſcretionary power to 
act againſt the will of the coun- 
- Cil, whenever he ſhould think it ne- 
ceſſary for the public good ſo to do; 
to allow the ſubordinate governors a 
Negative on every propoſition, till 


| , © the determination of the ſupreme 


council ſhould be known ; to ſecure 
to the zemindars or landholders of 
Hindoſton, a permanent intereſt in 
their reſpective tenures; to cauſe the 
debts of the Raja of Tanjore, and 
of the Nabob of Arcot, to be care- 
fully examined into, and to put an 


end to the oppreſuons of the latter, 


and the corrupt practices of his 
creditors, by ſecuring to the Raja 
the full and undiſturbed enjoyment 
of his kingdom; laſtly, to recall 
Governor Haſtings, and prevent the 
court of proprietors from acting in 
oppoſition to the ſenſe of parlia- 
ment, and to nominate a new go- 
vernor-general. For this import- 
ant office Mr. Dundas recommend- 
ed the Earl Cornwallis : but the 
members who at that time had the 
direction of public affairs, not ap- 
proving of ſome of the principles 
of the bill, and declaring their in- 
tentions of taking up the buſineſs 
early in the next ſeſſions, it was ta- 


_citly withdrawn. 


Having gone through all the 
proceedings which were moved by 
the chairman of the ſecret commit- 
tee, and grounded on their reports, 
the ſteps taken by the ſelect com- 


mittee require, in the next place, 


our attention. 
Their reports, eleven in number, 

took a complete review of the con» 

ſtitution of the Eaſt India company, 


and of the management of their 
affairs both at home and abroad, 
in their political as well as com- 


mercial tranſactions. On theſe re- 
ports was principally grounded the 
great plan afterwards introduced by 
Mr. Fox, in his bill for the better 
regulating the affairs of the Eaſt 
India company, and the charges of 
impeachment which have ſince been 
inſtituted by the Commons againſt 
Mr. Haſtings. . 

On the 18th of April 1782, their 


chairman, General Smith, preſent- 


ed to the Houſe ten reſolutions ; of 


which the five firſt related to the 


miſcondu& of the chairman of the 
court of directors, in having unne- 
ceſſarily and dangerou 
to tranſmit to the company's ſet- 

| tiements 


delayed 


tlements in the Eaſt, the judicature 
act, paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of par- 
liament, by which the good pur- 

oſes of the ſaid act, in providing 
relief for certain indwiduals, as well 
as for the people at large, might be 
fruſtrated. 

In the three following reſolutions 
it was ſtated, ** that Warren Haſt- 
* ings, and Sir Elijah Impey, chief 
« juſtice of the ſupreme court of 
1 Bengal, had been concerned, the 
&« one in giving, and the other in 
t receiving, an office tenable at the 
 &« pleaſure of the ſervants of the 
d company, contrary to the true 
0 intent of the act of 13 Geo. III; 
« and that this unjuſtifiable tranſ- 


| « action between them was attend- - 


= © ed with circumſtances of evil 
| © tendency and example.” — Theſe 
{ reſolutions being agreed to by the 


Houſe, an addreſs was ordered to be 


preſented to the King, to recall Sir 
Elijah Impey to anſwer for his con- 
duct in the tranſaction aforeſaid. 

On the two laſt reſolutions a bill 
{ was brought in, for the purpoſe of 
_ aſcertaining more diſtinctly the 
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powers given by former acts to the 
governor-general and council of 


Bengal. 


At the cloſe of this ſeſſion, the 
King expreſſed his approbation, “of 
« the diligence and ardour with 
te which the houſe had entered up- 
«© on the conſideration of the Bri- 
« tiſh intereſts in the Eaſt Indies, 
« as worthy of their wiſdom, juſ- 
« tice, and humanity ; and aſſur- 
c ed them, that to protect the per. 
e ſons and fortunes of millions in 
te thoſe diſtant regions, and to com- 
& bine our proſperity with their 
« happineſs, were objects which 
« would repay the utmoſt labo 
« and exertion.” Es 

It was remarked, that the King's 
ſpeech at the opening of the enſuing 
ſeſſion, in December 1782, did not 
contain a ſingle word relative to the 
affairs of India. At the end of that 


ſeſſions it was ſignified, © that the 


& conſideration of the affairs of the 
« Eaſt Indies would require to be 


« reſumed as early as poſlible, and 


© to be purſued with a ſerious and 
“% unremitting attention.“ 
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Meeting of parliament towards the cloſe of the year 1783. King's ſpeech. 
Aaddreſſes voted unanimouſly. Tao India bills brought in by Mr. Fox. 
Subtance of the bill for veſting the affairs of the compauy in commiſſioners. 
Subſtance A the bill for the better government of ihe territorial poſſeſ- 
ions. Debates on the bills. Objections and refplies—1t. of charters — 

plea of neceſſity—magnitude of abuſes—ſtate of finances company's go- 
wernment in India independent powwers—allies and dependents=terri- 
torial poſſe ſſions—abuſes curable—court of proprietors—court of directors 
miniſters of the crown. 2d. Objettion. The dangerous powers and 
influence created by the bills, Anſfaver to this objeftion. Firſt India bill 
carried up to the houſe of Lords. Rumours of the King's diſlike of the bill. 
Majority againſt the miniſters in the Houſe of Lords. Motions in the H-u/e 
of Commons, relative to the reports of the King's diſapprobation of the bills; 


and to the diſſolution of parliament, 
removed. 


— N the 11th November 1783, 


the two houſes of parliament 
being aſſembled, were informed, in 
the ſpeech from the throne, that 
definitive treaties of peace had been 
concluded with the courts of France 
and Spain, and with the United 
States of America ; and that pre- 
liminary articles had been ratified 


with the States General of the 


United Provinces. The cauſe of 
their being called together after ſo 
ſhort a receſs was then explained. 
They were told that the ſituation of 
the Eaſt India Company would re- 
quire the utmoit exertion of their 


abilities, and that the fruit was ex- 


pedlded of thoſe important inquiries 
which had been ſo long and ſo di- 
ligently purſued, Their attention 
was next called to the dangerous 
frauds which prevailed, and the 
alarming outrages that had been 
committed, relative to the collection 
of the public revenues; and ſuch 
further powers were required from 
the legiſlature as might enable the 
executive government to prevent 
the conſequences of this daring 


Bill rejected by the Lords, Miniſters 


ſpirit. The gentlemen of the Houſe 


of Commons were informed, that the 
reductions that had been made in 


the naval and military eſtabliſh- 


ments were brought as low as pru- 
dence would admit ; and that it was 
not doubted but the fortitude which 
had hitherto ſupported the nation 


under many difficulties, would make 


her bear with chearfulneſs the bur- 
thens which the preſent exigencies 


would require, and which were ne- 


ceſlary for the full ſupport of the na- 
tional credit. The ſpeech concluded 
with recommending temper and mo- 
deration 1n all their deliberations, 
and with hoping, that as in many 
reſpects our ſituation was new, their 


counſels would provide what that 


fituation called for, and that their 
wiſdom would give permanency to 
whatever had been found beneficial 
by the experience of ages. 
Addreſſes in the uſual form were 
moved by the earl of Scarborough 
and lord viſcount Hampden, in the 
Houſe of Lords; and by the earl of 
Upper Offory, and Sir Francis Baſ. 
ſet, in the lower Houſe ; and 
| | were 
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were unanimouſly agreed to. But 
this unanimity in the votes of par- 


Jiament did not prevent ſome hoſ- 


tile reproaches from being thrown 
out againſt the principles on which 
the adminiſtration had been formed, 
and ſome blame on their conduct, 
ſince their acquiſition of office, In 
the Houſe of Lords, the earl Temple 
charged them with having forced 
their way into the ſervice of the 
crown, and thereby ſhaken the con- 
ſtitution of this country; he aſked 
why the treaties with the Dutch and 
the Americans had not been con- 
cluded ? why no notice had been 
taken in the ſpeech of the alarming 
ſituation of the public funds? why 


no mention had been made of Ire- 


land ? why no plan had been yet 
brought forward for regulating the 
affairs of the India company ? 

In the Houſe of Commons Mr, 
William Pitt, and Mr. Thomas 
Pitt, animadverted with great tri- 
umph on the inconſiſtency of the 
miniſterial fide of the houſe, in 
voting an addreſs of thanks to the 
King, for having concluded de- 
nitive treaties of peace, the very 
tranſcript of thoſe preliminary arti- 
cles, which they had before voted 
to be inadequate and diſhonourable. 
They likewiſe called loudly on the 
miniſter to bring forward without de- 


lay, ſome plan for ſecuring and im- 


proving the advantages that might 
be derived from our poſſeſſions in the 
Eaſt; a plan, not of temporary pal- 
Hation or timorous expedients, but 
vigorous and effectual, ſuited to the 
magnitude, the importance, and the 
alarming exigeney of the caſe. In 
anſwer to this requiſition, Mr. Fox 
acquainted the houſe, that he pro- 
poſed on the Tueſday following to 
bring forward a motion relative to 
that object. 


[59 

On that day Mr. Fox moved the 
houſe for leave to bring in a bill, 
« for veſting the affairs of the Eait 
© India company in the hands of 
cc certain commiſſioners, for the 
e benefit of the proprietors, and the 
«« public:“ And alſo, a bill“ for 
te the better government of the ter- 
6 ritorial poſſeſſions and dependen- 
“ cies in India.“ 

By the former of theſe bills it was 
propoſed to enaQ, ** that the whole 
government and management of the 
territorial poſſeſſions, revenues, and 
commerce of the company, toge- 
ther with all and fingular the powers 
and authorities before veſted in the 
directors, or in thè general court of 
proprietors of the ſaid company, 
ſhould be veſted in ſeven directors, 
named in the act, for and during 
the ſpace of four years. | 

That for the ſole purpoſe of 
ordering and managing the come 
merce of the ſaid company, nine 
aſſiſtant directors, being proprietors, 
each of them of 2,000/. capital ſtock, 
ſhould be appointed, to act under 
and ſubjeCt to the orders of the di- 
rectors aforeſaid. | | 5 
„That all vacancies in the of-. 
fice of the ſaid directors ſhould be. 
filled by his majeſty ; and that the 
vacancies in the office of the ſaid . 
aſſiſtant directors ſhould be filled 
by a majority of the proprietors of 
the company, at an election by open 

oll. | gs 
: « That the aſſiſtant directors 
ſhould be removeable by five direc- 
tors, the cauſe and reaſons for ſuch 
removal being entered on theip 
journals, and ſigned with their re- 
ſpective names; and that the direc- 
tors, and aſſiſtant directors, ſhould 
be removeable by his majeſty, upon 
an addreſs of either houſe of parlia- 


ment. 
The 
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«© The bill then provides certain 
regulations relative to the official 
proceedings of the directors; and 
enumerates certain diſqualifications, 
which ſhould render any perſon in- 
capable of being a director or aſſiſt- 
ant director. | 

<< It then enacts, that the direc- 
tors ſhould, once in every ſix months, 
lay before a general court of pro- 
prietors an exact ſtate of the mer- 
cantile concerns of the company; 
and alſo that, before the com mence- 
ment of every ſeſſion, they ſhould 
Jay the ſame, together with other 
accounts therein ſtated, before the 
commiſſioners of his majeſty's trea- 
fury, to be by them laid before 
both houſes of parliament. 

« Authority is then given to the 


directors to remove, ſuſpend, ap- 


point, or reſtore any of the officers 
in the company's ſervice, either 
civil or military. 
It next provides for the ſpeedy 
and effectual trial of all perſons 
charged with any offences commits 


ted in India; and alſo for the pre- 


vention of all perſons ſo charged 
from returning to India, before a due 
examination of the matters charged 
mall be had; and it requires from 
every director, before whom exami- 
nation into the ſubject matter of ſuch 
charge ſhall be had, to enter upon 
the journals, and ſubſcribe with his 
name, the ſpecific reaſons on the 
particular caſe, for the opinion or 
vote he ſhall give thereon. 

It further provides for a ſpeedy 
deciſion upon all differences or 
doubts which may ariſe amongft 
the members of their government 
in India; and directs, that in caſe 
fuch a deciſion ſhall not be had 
within three. months after the ac- 
countof any ſuch difference or doubt 


ſhall be received, the directors ſhall 


enter upon their journals their rea. 
ſons for not coming to ſuch a deter. 
mination. 

It then directs, that on com- 
plaint of any breach of treaty, in. 


jury, wrong, or oppreſſion, commit. MM; 
ted againſt any native prince un 
India, or if any ſuch wrong ſhould 7 


appear on any part of their corre. 
ſpondence, the directors ſhould, az 
ſpeedily as may be, enquire into, 


and do full and complete juſtice {tai 


upon the ſame. 
«© Tt then enacts, that the direc. 


tors and aſſiſtant directors ſhould be 5 


incapable of holding any office what- 


ſoe ver in the ſervice of the com- 


pany, or any place of profit from 
the crown during pleaſure; and 
alſo, that the directors appointed 
under this act ſnould not be thereby 
diſqualified from being elected, or 
ſitting and voting as à member of 
the Houſe of Commons. And laſtly, 
that the aſſiſtant directors ſhould be 
allowed a clear yearly ſalary of 
5001. from the company.“ 

By the ſecond bill, “the powers 
granted to the governor-general and 
council by the 13 Geo. III. are 
more fully explained, and ſtrict obe- 
dience to the orders of the directors 
enjoined. 

The delegation of the powers 
of the council-general, or of any 
preſidency, is prohibited; the iꝗe- 
viſion of all proceedings in ſpecial 
commiſſions is directed; and the 
regular communication of all corre- 
ſpondence in India to the ſeveral 
councils provided for. | 

« It forbids the exchange, or the 
acquiſition, or the invaſion of any 
territory in India, or the forming 
any alliance for ſuch purpoſes, or 


the hiring out any part of the com- 


pany's forces, by the council gene- 
ral, or any preſidency. 


ec It 
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to al 


for 
let! 
= than 


1 any office of any perſon removed 
© for miſdemeanor, and forbids the 


m- letting out to hire any farm or other 
in. thing to the ſervants of any perſon 
it. ia the civil ſervice of the com- 
d It aboliſhes all monopolies in 


© India, 
It declares the acceptance of 
all preſents to be illegal, with cer- 


85 


ce tain penalties; and makes ſuch pre- 
© ſents recoverable by any perſon, 

2c. {for his own ſole benefit. | 

«© Tt ſecures an eſtate of inherit- 


2t- ance to the native landholders, and 


m- ¶ provides againſt the alteration or in- 


om creaſe of rents. 
nd lt then directs, with reſpect to 
ed princes engaged to keep up or pay 
by troops for the ſervice of the com- 
or pany, or paying tribute to them, 
of Nor being under their protection, 
ly, chat they ſhall not be moleſted in 
be the enjoyment of their rights; it 
of provides for the puniſhment of of- 
fences committed in their territo- 
en ties; it forbids the ſervants of the 
nd company to collect or farm their 
ure revenues, or to acquire mortgages, 
de- or have any pecuniary tranſactions 
ors with them; and ſecures the right of 
ſucceſſion according to the laws of 
ers the country: it likewiſe prohibits 
ny them from farming any lands of the 
re- {WE company, or reſiding, for more than 
ial certain term, in any of the com- 
the {Wi pany's ſettlements ; and it provides 
re- bor the protection of any other prin- 
ral Nees or zemindars dependant upon 
them. = | | 
the . © It preſcribes a mode for ad- 
ny {uſing the diſputes between the na- 
og bob of Arcot, and the raja of Tan- 
or ore, or between them and their 
m- rtitiſh creditors. 
ne- ** It directs that the diſpoſſeſſed 
1 polygars ſhould be reſtored, 
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„It prohibits the appointment 


« It next explains the powers 
granted by the 13 Geo. III. to the 
council-general over the other pre- 
ſidencies, in matters of war, peace, 
and treaties, 

It diſqualifies the agents of 


any protected prince, and all per- 


ſons in the ſervice of the company, 
from fitting in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, during their continuance in 
ſuch employment, and for a certain 
time after their quitting the ſame. 

« It laſtly directs, that all of- 
fences againſt this act may be pro- 
ſecuted in the courts in India, or in 
the court of King's Bench.“ 

Such was the ſubſtance of theſe 
two celebrated bills: ſimplicity, ef- 
ficiency, and reſponſibility, are evi- 
dently the principles on which they 
are formed; nor does it appear that, 
during the courſe of their progreſs 
in both houſes of parliament, their 
merits, as a ſyſtem for the govern- 
ment of India, was ever contro- 
verted or denied, even by thoſe 
who oppoſed them with the greateſt ©” 
zeal and acrimony. 585 | 

The arguments urged in oppoſi- 
tion to them were drawn from two 
ſources: 1ſt, The arbitrary defeaſ- 
ance of the chartered rights of the 
courts of proprietors and direQors, 
without a juſtifiable plea of neceſ- 
fity . and, 2dly, The dangerous 
power lodged in the hands of the 
new commiſſioners. On both theſe 
grounds iſſue was joined by the ad- 
vocates for the new ſyſtem. 


'In order to ſubſtantiate the ground 


of neceſſity, the ſupporters of the 
bills began with obſerving, that 
the phraſe of chartered rights was 
full of affectation and ambiguity. 


That there were two kinds of char- 


ters; the firſt, when the natural 
rights of men were confirmed by the 
ſolemnity of ſome public deed, ſuch 

as. 
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as the charters of King John and 
King Henry III. The ſecond ſort 
were formed on principles the very 
reverſe of theſe; they were for the 
purpoſe of ſuſpending the natural 
rights of mankind at large, in or- 


der to confer ſome excluſive privi- 


lege on particular perſons; ſuch 
were commercial charters ; and fuch 
Charters were therefore, in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe, truſts voidable when- 
ever they ſubſtantially varied from 
the purpoſe of their exiſtence. 

That in conformity to this opi- 
nion, parliament had paſſed ſeveral 
acts, all of which evidently infring- 
ed upon the charter of the com- 
pany. The act of 1773, for de- 
pri ving 500 l. ſtock-holders of their 
votes; the act of 1778; the act of 
1781; the bill brought in laſt ſeſ- 
ſion by the chairman of the ſecret 


ed on a violation of the company's 

charter. It had been admitted, on 
all ſides, that the company, under 
its preſent conſtitution, was totally 
inadequate to the government of 
their immenſe territorial acquiſi- 
tions; and it was aſked how it was 
poſſible to attempt any regulation, 
without violating the company's 
charter ? Had not even thoſe per- 
ſons, who now affected to feel fo 
much horror at this infringement of 


Charters, themſelves exclaimed a- 


gainſt all palliatives and half mea- 
ſures, and called loudly for a com- 
plete and well-digeſted ſyſtem ? 
On the other ſide it was contend- 
ed, that though ſome reform was un- 
doubtedly neceſſary in the manage- 


ment of the compauy's affairs, yet 


that the extent of the remedy went 
infinitely beyond the extent of the 
neceſlity, That the disfranchiſe- 
ment of the members of the com- 
pany, 2 the confiſcation of their 


property, could only be juſtified by 
acts of delinquency legally eſtabliſh- 
ed. To this it was replied, that 
their property was not confiſcated, | 
the bill expreſsly veſting it in the Þ 
company, in truſt, for the ſole be. 
nefit of the proprietors. But to 
whom, ſaid the opponents, are the 


to apply for relief, in caſe of the {8 


groſſeſt abuſe of this truſt ? It can 
only be to parliament, where in any 
diſpute the corrupt influence created 
by the bills would readily procure (| 
to any miniſter a majority in hu 
favour, With reſpect to disfran- 

chiſement, it was urged in ſupport | 
of the bills, that the moſt material | 
of their franchiſes, their commer- 
cial monopoly, was left untouched ; 
and that the franchiſes taken away 
were ſuch as had been groſsly and 


notoriouſly abuſed. 
committee; were all clearly found- 


This preliminary ground being 
fought over, the advocates for the 
new ſyſtem proceeded to eſtabliſh 
the plea of neceſſity; in order to 
which they acknowledged them- 
ſelves bound to prove, 1ſt, That 
the abuſes alledged were of enor- 
mous magnitude and extent, and 
highly dangerous in their conſe- 


quences; and, 2dly, That they 


were habitual, and, without an en- 
tire change of ſyſtem, utterly in- 
curable. tones 
The ſtate of the finances of the 
company was the firſt inſtance ad- 
duced. In the courſe of laſt yeat, 
the company had applied to parlia· 
ment for leave to borrow 5 O0, oool. 
and afterwards for a further aid of 
300, oo0 l. in exchequer bills, and 
for the remiſſion of the payment oſ 
cuſtoms to the amount of near 2? 
million more. As a check on tht 


further increaſe of their debts, they 


had been bound not to accept of 
bonds drawn on them from India, 
| ; beyond 


t of 
r 4 
the 
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beyond the amount of 300, ooo I. 


without the leave of the lords of 
the treaſury. An application for 
this purpoſe had been lately made, 
and it appeared that bills had been 
drawn in Bengal, over and above 
the 300, ooo l. amounting nearly to 
two millions of money. The matter 
appeared to be of an extremely de- 
licate nature. On the one hand, to 
ſaffer the bills to be proteſted, and 
ſent back, might be of rujnous con- 
ſequence both to the company, and 
even to the credit of the nation. 
Oa the other, to permit the accept- 
ance of them, and thereby pledge 
the public faith for their payment, 
was a ſtep that required, at leaſt, a 


previous examination into the ſtate 


of their affairs. On this examina- 
tion it was found, that their debt, 


including the ſums above mentioned, 


amounted to about eleven millions ; 
and that the ſtock in hand, applica- 
ble to the payment of this ſum, 
did not exceed 3, 200, ooo I. With 
this balance of near eight millions 
againſt them, it was aſked, whether, 
without adopting ſome effectual re- 
formation in the management of 


their affairs, the Houſe of Commons 
The value of ſhipping, warehouſes, ſtores naval and mili- 3 
tary, at home and abroad — — — 2,450, 500 
Diſputed debts claimed ſince before the year 1763, from 
the French, Spaniſh, and Britiſh governments "| — 422,00 
Debts claimed from Indian princes, and rentees — 23.402, o 
To be deducted from 4,200,000 1, lent to government at 25 
J per cen. — — = — 1,680,000 
Carried forward IR | 2,954,600 . 


could lend the public money on the 


ſecurity. of a company already on 
the verge of bankruptcy. 


In oppoſition to this argument 


it was averred on the other fide, 
that the account, as above ſtated, 
was abſolutely falſe; and another 


account was preſented to the houſe 


by the court of directors, in which 
there appeared a balance in favour 


of the company of near four mil- 


lions. This difference of twelve 
millions in the two accounts aroſe 


chiefly from their having been 


made upon different principles. In 
the ſtatement of the directors, every 
ſpectes of the company's property 
was brought into account, and a 
balance ſtruck on the ſuppoſition of 
its being at that moment diſſolved. 


In the other, ſuch parts of their 


ſtock, only were carried to their 
credit, as could be diſpoſed of, 
leaving them ſtill in a condition to 
continue their trade, which it was 
the object of the bills to enable them 
to do. On this principle the follow- 


ing ſums, carried to the credit of 


the company, in the directors ſtate- 
ment, were diſallowed. 


® This ſum was to be repaid to the company, if government ſhould ever put an 


cent. 


end to their monopoly; but in the mean time, it was argued, their intereſt in it, 
if allowed at all, could not be valued at more than the price of that ſum in the 
3 per cents. In like manner, 1, 346, 600 l. is allowed below to the credit of the 
company, being the difference between 2,992, 440 l. due to the proprietors of India 


annutties, at 3 per cent. and the current price of that ſtock, which was 55 per 


And 


* 
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And the fillewing Sums 
338 ; Company 0 


Loſs on the prime coſt of four cargoes from Bengal 


Balance on freight for ſhipping 

| Arrears due to the military 

Due to the Soubah of the Decan 
Capital ſtock due to the proprietors 


Allowed on 2, 992, 440 l. India ann. 3 per cent. 


Difference of Accounts 


The principles of this ſtatement 
were ſtrongly controverted by the 
ſpeakers in oppoſition; and even 
ſuppoſing them juſt, the laſt article, 


in which the original ſtock of the 


company ſtands a debt againſt them, 
was ſaid to be in direct contradic- 
tion to the principle firſt laid 
down. ; 
The ſecond head of abuſes re- 
lated to the company's govern- 
ment in India, as it affected, 1ſt, 
The independent powers of that 
country; 2dly, The ſtates in al- 
liance with or dependent on us; 
and, 3dly, Our own territorial poſ- 
ſeſſions. e 
Under the firſt claſs were ranged 
the extravagant projects, and ex- 
penſive wars, entered into by the 
company, for the purpoſe of extend- 
ing their dominions ; their viola- 
tions of treaty, iheir breaches of 
faith, the ſale of the company's au- 
thority and aſſiſtance in ſupport of 
the ambition, rapacity, and cruelty 
of others, and the betraying, each 
in his turn, of every prince, with- 
out exception, with whom they had 
formed any connection in India. 


The facts which were brought in 


proof of theſe, and of the ſubſe. 


Brought over 


wwere added to the Debts of the 


for that occaſion. 


7295 4,600 


113,800 

=D | 5678, 600 
140, ooo 
300, oo 
3,200,000 


13,387,000 
1,346,000 


3 RODE 


12, 040, 400 


nent general charges, were taken 
rom the reports of the two Indian 


committees. We have already had 


occaſion to enumerate many of 
them ; and as the impeachment of 
the Governor General of Bengal, 
which has ſince been moved in the 
Houſe of Commons, will make it 
neceſſary for us hereafter to enter 
into a larger detail, we ſhall reſerve 
them, in order to avoid repetition, 
The ſecond claſs of abuſes in the 
company's government in India, 
comprehended their corrupt and 
ruinous interference in the internal 
government of the princes. depen- 


dent on them; the invaſion of their 


* the unjuſt exaction of ex- 
orbitant aids and tribute; the fla- 


grant and enormous peculations of 


the company's civil ſervants, and 
the diſorders and rapacity of the 

military. 
Thirdly, with reſpect to the ma- 
nagement of the countries under 
their own immediate dominion, it 
was ſtated, that the general ſyſtem 
of their conduct was directed to one 
ſingle end, namely, the tranſmiſſion 
of wealth from chat country to this. 
With this view, at one time mo- 
nopolies 
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nopolies had been eſtabliſhed, not 
only of every article of trade, but 
even of the neceſſaries of life; at 
another the privilege of pre-emption 
was ſecured to the company; and 
theſe were followed by partial and 
arbitrary preferences, not leſs ruin- 


ous in their conſequences than the 


former. By this impolitic and op- 
preſſive conduct, the merchants and 
bankers of India, many of whom, in 
extent of trade and credit, were 
ſcarcely equalled by thoſe of the 
firſt claſs in Europe, being diſabled 
from all undertakings of magnitude, 
fell gradually into decay, whilſt the 
native cultivators and manufacturers 
were obliged to accept of a bare 


ſufficiency for their maintenance, 


meaſured out to them by the judg- 
ment of thoſe who were to profit by 
their labour. But this was not the 
worſt: for in the progreſs of theſe 
deſtructive meaſures, the oppreſſions 
. and cruelties uſed by thoſe to whom 
the execution of them was commit- 
ted, went far beyond the extent of 
the original evil. The ſervants of 
the company, adopting, as might 
naturally be expected, the princi- 
pics of their employers, extended 
the practice of them to their own 
private purpoſes ; and, to complete 
the miſchief, they found themſelves 
under the neceſſity of ſupporting the 
injuries done to the natives for their 
ſelfiſh ends, by new injuries done in 
favour of thoſe before whom they 
were to account. 8 
The caſe of the zemindars, and 
of the renters under them, was, if 
poſſible, ſtill more deplorable. At 
the time we obtained the dewannee 
from the mogul, the provinces of 
Bengal and Bahar had been laid 
waſte by a famine, that had carried 
off upwards of one third of its in- 
babitants. The firſt thing done for 
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their relief, was to exact from the 


remaining part of the inhabitants 


the ſame tribute that had before 
been paid by the whole. The coun- 
try daily declining, and the diltreſs 
occaſioned by this rapacious con- 
duct threatening the loſs of the ob- 
ject, ſor the ſake of which it had 
been adopted, the company's go- 
vernment in India had proceeded to 
perhaps one of the moſt arbitrary, 
the moſt unjuſt, and the moſt cruel 
acts of power recorded in hiſtory. 
They had ſet up to public auction 
the whole landed intereſt of Bengal, 
without the leaſt regard tothe rights 


of private property, or even a pre- 
ference being given to the ancient 


poſſeſſors. The zemindars, moſt of 
them perſons of ancient families and 
reſpeCQable,fortunes, were under the 
neceſſity either of bidding againſt 
every temporary adventurer and 
deſperate ſchemer, or of ſeeing 
their eſtates transferred or delivered 
up to the management of ſtrangers. 
Ihe loweſt and moſt knaviſh jobbers 
entered into their patrimonial ands; 
and the banyan, or black fes ard, 
of the governor general, in particu- 
lar, was found after this auction to 
be in poſſeſſion of farms amounting 
to the annual value of upwards of 
130, oo l. | 

Theſe ſufferings of the natives 
under cur dominion in India, were 


greatly aggravated by their being 


aimoſt wholly excluded from any 
ſhare in the expenditures of the 
company's government. Al! the 
principal collections of the revenue; 
all the honourable, all the lucrative 
ſituations in the army; all the ſup- 
plies and contracts, of every kind, 
were ſolely in the hards of the Eng- 
liſh. So that the natives, with very 
few exceptions, were only employed 


as the ſervants or agents of Euro- 


LE. peans, 
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peans, in ſubordinate ſtations in the 
army, and in the inferior depart- 
ment of collection, where it was 


impoſſible to proceed a ſtep without 


their aſſiſtance. | 

The ſum of 420,0001. had, in- 
deed, been agreed to be paid to the 
nabob of Bengal for the ſupport of 
his government, (as an expreſs con- 
dition of the grant of the territorial 
revenue, which amounted to up- 
wards of three million) and out of 
this ſum, diſtributed through the 


various departments of civil admi- 
niſtration, a great many natives of 
the higher ranks, though ſcantily 


provided for, were at leaſt preſerv- 
ed from indigence and ruin. But 
within a few years after the dewan- 
nee came into our poſſeſſion this pen- 
hon had been reduced to 160, cool. 
without the leaſt regard to the ſub- 
ſiſtence of theſe innocent people, or 
to the faith of the treaty, by which 
they were brought under the Eng- 
liſn government. 

On the whole of the article of 


abuſes it was averred, that by theſe 


accumulated acts of injuſlice, op- 
preſſion, and cruelty, dictated by an 
improvident and rapacious policy, 
our poſſeſſions in India, inſtead of a 
reſource to the public, were in dan- 
ger of becoming one of its greateſt 
burdens ; that by the oppreſſion of 
our allies and dependants, they had 
either alienated them from us, or 
rendered them uſeleſs and burden- 
tome to us; that by wars carried 


on from corrupt and ambitious mo- 


tives, and by repeated violations of 
the moſt ſolemn engagements with 
foreign powers, they had deftroyed 
all confidence in Briitſh faith and 
juſtice, and rendered our govern- 
ment odicusand deteſtable through- 
out India, 

Neither the fads from which 


4 


theſe concluhons were drawn, nor 
the concluſions themſelves (both, 
indeed, ſtanding already recorded 
in the proceedings of the houſe) 
were controverted by the members 
in oppoſition, any otherwiſe than 
by a general charge of their being 
ſomewhat exaggerated. But the 
ſecond plea of neceſſity, which the 
framers of the new bill had under- 
taken to eſtabliſh, namely, that 
theſe abuſes, withcut a total change 
of ſyſtem, were utterly incurable, 
was more ſtrongly contelled. 

In the courte of the debate it was 
frequently urged, that a company 
of merchants was totally unfit to be 
truſted with the political govern- 
ment of a Ciitant foreign dominion, 
or with the management of large 
territorial revenues. But as this 
polition was not generally aſſented 
to, in its whole extent, by either 
ſide of the houſe, the arguments 
principally inſiſted on were drawn 
from the peculiar conſtitution and 
circumſtances of the company it— 
ſelf. 

The parties concerned in the di— 
rection of the company's affairs, 
were three, the proprietors, - the 
directors, and the miniſters of the 
crown. The firit of theſe bodies 
was compoſed of perions of two 
deſcriptions; of the fair, natural 
fockholder, who had vetted his mo- 
ney in their fund, for the fake of 
the annual intereſt he drew from 
it; and of the political ſtockholder, 
whole object was a participation in 
the power and patronage of their 
vait empire. That no reſormation 
could be expected from the Jatter 
deſcription of proprietors, was evi- 
dent, fince they had a common in- 
tereſt with the powerful delinquents 
in India To them theſe laſt look- 
ed for immunity and ſupport, and 
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in turn repaid them, in the perſons 
of their friends and dependants, by 
a ſhare in the boundleſs plunder of 
the Eaſt. As far, therefore, as theſe 
proprietors were concerned, and 
they made a very conſiderable, and 
by far the moſt active part of the 
body, the proprietors had become 
an aggregate of private intereſts, 
ſubſiſting at the expence of the col- 
lective body. The other claſs of 


ſtockholders had, indeed, an intereſt 


in the general welfare of the com- 
pany; but as it might, and in fact 


had happened, that meaſures ruin- 


ous to their permanent intereſts 
were attended with great temporary 


lucrative advantages, they were ſa- 


tis fied to overlook, in the increaſe 


of their dividend, and the improve- 


ment of their capital, all the in- 
Juſtice, violence, and rapacity from 
which ſuch promiſing appearances 
derived their ſupport. _ 

The court of directors, being a 
repreſentative body, naturally par- 
took of the imperfections and diſ- 
orders of its conſtituents. The in- 
fluence of delinquent ſervants in 
India equally domineered there, 
and from the ſame cauſes, as in the 
court of proprietors—The intereſt 
that a director poſſeſſed, from his 
qualification, in the company's pro- 
its, did not exceed 160 l. a year; 
but the ſupport be was thereby en- 


abled to lend to an obnoxious ſer- 


vant abroad, might be turned to 


much better account. It was ſtated, 


that the ſon of a perſon Who had 


been for ſome time the chairman of 
that court, before he was in Bengal 


two months, ſold the grant of a ſin- 
gle contract for 40,000 l. 

It was alledged on the other ſide, 
in behalf of the court of directors, 


that their general letters, and the 


inſtruckions ſent to their ſeryants 


abroad, were not only for the moſt 


part conſonant to policy and huma- 


nity, but * contained as fine a ſyſ- 
* tem of ethics as could have been 
ce penned by the wiſeſt moraliſt.” 


It was, urged, in reply, that this 


made the caſe more deſperate ; as it 
was not a more notorious fact that 
their orders were univerſally con- 
temned and difobeyed, than that 
the objects of their uniform cenſure 
and diſapprobation had received 
their conſtant ſupport, and that diſ- 
grace and ruin had been the inevi- 
table lot of thoſe whoſe conduct had 
received their uniform applauſe. 

As 4 check upon this corrupt. 
colluſion between the ſervants of the 


company and their maſters, a power 


of inſpection into the conduct of 
both had been given, by act of 
parliament, to the miniſters of the 
crown. Much ſtreſs was laid, by the 
members in oppoſition, upon this 


regulation; and it was urged, that 


by amending a few errors, and ſup- 
plying a few defects, which were 


acknowledged ſtill to remain, a con- 


trou! might be eſtabliſhed over the 
company, ſufficient for the purpoſe: 
of ſecuring its good government, 
without the violent demolition of its 
rights, which the preſent bills aimed 
at.—On the other hand, it was re- 
marked that every regulation, by 
which an effeQual controul over th= 
company was lodged in the miniſters 
of the crown, was neceſſarily a 
violent infringement of, what were 
called, the chartered rights of the 
company; and until thoſe regula- 
tions were propoſed, it was impoſ- 
ſible to ſay, whether they might 
not in fa&, though perhaps in a 
more covert manner, prove equally 
ſubverſive of their privileges with 
the plan then under conſideration. 
That the queſlion then was, whether, 
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in the preſent alarming ſtate of their 
affairs, it would be more wiſe to 
adopt a new ſyſtem of government, 
ſimple and effective in its conſtitu- 
tion, and open and reſponſible in 
its operations; or to truſt to the 
blind colliſion of jarring and con- 
tradictory intereſts, in a conteſt be- 
tween rich and powerſul delin- 


quents, avaricious proprietors, and 


intriguing miniſters— That experi- 
ence had already decided; for that 
all the plans of reformation, which 
parliament, during the ſpace of 
twelve years, had attempted to en- 
graft upon the preſent ſyſtem of 
the company's government, had 
notoriouſly failed in their effect; 
and had, in many inſtances, even 
aggravated the evils they were 
meant to redreſs. 55 

The argument laſtly reſorted to 
by the oppoſers of the bill, was, that 
it created a new and unconſtitu- 
tional power, a kind of fourth 
eſtate in the realm, and by the 
enormous influence it lodged in the 
hands of a faction for four years, 
might in the end annihilate the 
power of the crown, and ſubvert 
the conſtitution. The ſecretary of 
ſtate, who brought in the bill, was 
accuſed, with great aſpetity, of hav- 
ing abandoned all his former prin- 
ciples, and of being actuated in the 
meaſure propoſed, by motives of 
the molt inordinate ambition. 

In anſwer to this charge, it was 
ſtated, that no new power whatſo- 
ever was created by the bills; and 
that if the Indian government was a 
fourth eſtate, it had exiſted as ſuch 
ever {ince its firſt formation. It 
was not denied that the new com- 
miſſioners would derive a certain 
degree of influence from the power 
veſted in them: the two things 
were inſeparable; and the only 
| 3 | 


be, 


queſtion was, whether that power 
and that influence were wiſely and 
ſafely depofited ? The expediency 
of adopting ſome fixed period for 
the duration of their authority, was 
manifeſt. Much was to be done in 
India: it was there fore neceſſary 
that a reaſonable time ſhould be al- 
lowed them for carrying into effect 
their plans of reformation, without 
being ſubject to the viciſſitudes of 
miniſterial revolutions; and it was 
a meaſure of abundant caution, at 
leaſt, if not of wiſdom, to confine 
it, as the bill had done, within the 
ſmalleſt timits poſſible. The com- 
miſſioners were, in the firſt inſtance, 
nominated by the houſe of com- 
mons, according to the conſtant 
practice of parliament in every 
commiſſion, down to that of the 
land tax; every imaginable pre- 
caution was taken to ſecure the due 
execution of the truſt repoied in 
them. Every part of the bills in- 
culcated the wiſdom of a jealouſy of 
power, and preſumed the poſſibility 
of bad adminiſtration. They ren- 
dered all concealment abſolutely - 
impoſſible; they, annexed reſpon- 
fibility not only to every action, but 
even to the inaction of the perſons 
who were to execute them; and 
they provided the means of a ſtrict 


examination and ſcrutiny. 


Such were the principal argu- 
ments by which theſe celebrated 
bills were oppoſed, and defended — 
The debates frequently laſted till 
near five in the morning. The 


ſpeakers in ſupport of the bills were, 


the two ſecretaries of ſtate, Mr. 
Burke, Sir Grey Cooper, Mr. She - 
ridan, Mr. Anſtruther, and Mr. 
Adam; againſt them Mr. W. Pitt, 
Mr. T. Pitt, Mr. Dundas, Mr. 
Powis, Mr. Jenkinſon, and Mr. 
Macdonald. The diviſion en the 

i commitment 


commitment of the firſt bill, was 
229 to 120. The perſons nomi- 
nated in the committee to be com- 
miſſioners or directors were, the Earl 
Fitzwilliam, Mr. Frederick Mon- 


tagu, Lord Lewiſham, Mr. George 


Auguſtus North, Sir Gilbert Elliot, 
Sir Henry Fletcher, and Mr. 
Gregory. On the 8th of December 
the bill paſſed the Houſe of Com- 
mons, on a diviſion of 208 to 102, 
and the next day was carried up to 
the Houſe of Lords. 4” 
Hitherto no ſymptoms had ap- 
peared, at leaſt to the public eye, 
that indicated the aproaching fate 
both of the bill and its authors. 
Great pains indeed were taken, and 
with conſiderable ſucceſs, by an 
almoſt incredible circulation of 
pamphlets and political engrav- 
_ ings, to inflame the nation againſt 
the meaſures and the perſons of ad- 
miniſtration ; and it was alſo re- 


marked, that in the Houſe of Com- 


mons, ſeveral of that deſcription of 
members, well known by the name 


of king's friends, gave their votes 


on the fide of oppoſition. But it 
was generally imagined, that as, on 
the one hand, the miniſtry was too 
ſtrong to be ſhook by the breath of 
popular clamour, ſo on the other, 
it ſeemed to the laſt degree im- 
probable that they ſhould have 
adopted a meaſure of ſuch infinite 
1mportance, either without know- 
ing, or contrary to the inclinations 
of the king. | R 2 P . 
On the firſt reading o 

0 ich Dec. the bill in the houſe of 
lords, Earl Temple, Lord Thurlow, 
and the Duke of Richmond, ex- 
preſſed their abhorrence of the mea- 
ſure in the ſtrongeſt and moſt un- 
qualified terms. A brilliant pane- 
gyric' on Mr. Haſtings was pro- 
nounced by Lord Thurlow, and the 
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flouriſhing ſtate of the company's 


affairs inſiſted on. After a ſhort 
debate relative to the production of 
papers, on which the lords in op- 
poſition did not chooſe to divide the 
houſe, the ſecond reading was fixed 
for Monday, December 15th. , 
In the mean time various ru— 
mours began to circulate, relative 
to ſome extraordinary motions in 
the interior of the court, It was 


confidently affirmed, that on the 


11th of December, the king ſigni- 
fied to the Earl Temple, who had 
been ordered to attend him in the 
cloſet for that purpoſe, his diſap- 
probation of the India bill, and 


authorized him to declare the ſame 


to ſuch perſons as he might think 
fit; that a written note was put 


into his hands, in which his majeſy 


declared, That he ſhould deem 
% thoſe who ſhould vote for it not 
only not his friends, but his 


cc 


ce 


© er words, he had full authority 
« to do ſo.” And, laftly, that in 
conſequence of this authority, com- 
munications had been made to the 
ſame purport to ſeveral peers in 
the upper houſe ; and particularly 
to thoſe whoſe offices obliged them 
to attend the king's perſon. 

| Some extraordinary cir- 
15% Hes cumſtances, 8 
pened on the 15th of December, 


the day of the ſecond reading of the 


bill, confirmed the probability of 
the truth of theſe reports. Seve- 
ral lords, who had entruſted their 


proxies to the miniſter and his 
friends, withdrew them only a few 


hours before the houſe met; and 
others, whoſe ſupport he had every 
reaſon to expect, gave their votes on 
the ſide of oppoſition. On the di- 
viſion, which took place upon the 

[ZE 3] queſtion 


e enemies; and that if he (Lord 
«© Temple) could put this in ſtrong- 
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queſtion of adjournment, the mi- 
 _niſters were left in a minority of 
79 to 87. 333 

The ſame day the Houſe of 
Commons, on the motion of Mr. 
Baker, took into conſideration the 
reports above alluded to. He ſtat- 


ed, ſhortly, that the public notori- 


ety, both of the fact itſelf and of the 
effects it had produced, called on 
the houſe, which was the natural 
guardian of the conſtitution, for 
their immediate interference. He 


divided the criminality of the ſub- 


ject matter of the report into two 
parts; firſt, the giving ſecret ad- 
vice to the crown; and, ſecondly, 
the uſe that had been made of his 
majeſty's name, for the purpoſe of 
influencing the votes of members 
of parliament in a matter depend- 


Ing before them. The firſt, he con- 


tended, was a direct and danger- 
ous attack upon the conſtitution. 
The law declared, that rhe kin 

could do no wvreng ; and therefore 
had wiſely made his miniſters a- 
menable for all the meaſures of 
his government. This was of the 
very eſſence of the conſtitution, 


which could no longer ſubſiſt, if 


perſons unknown, and upon whom, 
conſequently, no reſponſibility could 
attach, were allowed to give ſecret 
advice to the crown. With regard 
to the ſecond, Mr. Baker proved, 
from the Journals, that to make any 
reference to the opinion of the king, 
on a bill depending in either houſe, 
had always been judged a high 
breach of the privileges of par- 
liament; he therefore concluded 

with moving, * That it is now ne- 
* ceſſary to declare, that to report 
re any opinion, or pretended opi- 

nion, of his majeſty, upon any 
«bill or other proceeding depend- 
e ing in either houſe of parliament, 


9 


«c 
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© with a view to influence the 


c“ votes of the members, is a high 
* crime and miſdemeancr, deroga- 
tory to the honour of the crown, 
«« a breach of the fundamental pri- 
ce vileges of parliament, and ſub- 
« verſive of the conſtitution,” 
The motion was ſeconded by 
Lord Maitland, and ſtrongly op- 
poſed by Mr. W. Pitt, who urged 
the impropriety of proceeding on 
mere unauthenticated rumours; al- 


cc 


ledging, at the ſame time, that if 
ſuch rumours were judged a proper 


foundation for the houſe to proceed 
upon, there were rumours circulat- 
ed with equal induſtry, in which 
the ſame ule was made of his ma- 
jeſty's name, in favour of the bill, 
that had been ſo much condemned 
when ſuppoſed to have been uſed in 
oppoſition to it. With reſpe to the 
effects, which had been adduced as a 
proof of the truth of the report, if 
they referred to a late diviſion in the 


other houſe, he thought the premiſes 


did not warrant the concluſion, as it 
was no very unuſual thing for the 
lords to reject a bill that had been 
paſſed by the commons, without 


the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of undue in- 


fluence. With reſpect to the cri- 
minality of the facts which were 
the ſubject of theſe reports, he de- 
nied that it was criminal in any 
of the peers, who were the ac- 
knowledged hereditary counſellors 
of the crown, to give his advice to 
the king in any caſe whatever ; and, 


as to the breach of the privileges 


of parliament, he contended, that 
the precedents which had been read 


from the journals, though ſelected 


from the glorious times of King 
Charles I. were in nowiſe applicable 


to the preſent caſe. Mr. Pitt con- 


cluded his ſpeech with reproaching 


the miniſters for their baſe attact- 


ment 
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-ment to their offices, though, upon 
their own ſtate of the caſe, they had 
loſt their power, and no longer 
poſſeſſed the confidence of their 
prince. | ED 


In anſwer to theſe obſervations, 


it was ſaid to be a ſtrong preſump- 


ion of the truth of the reports, that 
though ſeveral members, nearly al- 
lied to the noble earl whoſe name 
had been mentioned on this occa- 


ſion, had ſpoken in the debate, 


none of them had ventured to al- 
ſert they were falſe, That the facts 
alledged to have been produced, 
were really the effects of undue 
influence, and not of conviction, 
was manifeſt from certain well- 
| known circumſtances, relative to a 
late diviſion in another place. Af- 
ter a long and warm debate, the 
| houſe divided, and there appeared 
for the motion 153, againſt it 80. 
It was then reſolved, © That on 
„Monday next the houſe would 
« refalve itſelf into a committee of 
© the whole houſe, to take into 
«© conſideration the preſent ſtate of 
«the nation ?:? 8 

As a change of miniſters appear- 
ed to be a meaſure determined upon 
by the king, and the diflolution of 


parliament an immediate and ne- 


ceſlary conſequence, the mzjority 


of the hoaſe thought no time was 
to be loſt in endeavouring to ren- 


der the attempt as difficult as poſ- 
ſible. 


agreed to, Mr. Erſkine made the 
following motion, “ That it is ne- 


4 ceſſary to the molt eſſential in- 
e tereſts of this kingdom, and pe- 


* culiarly incumbent on this houſe, 


to purſue with unremitting at- 
tention the conſideration of a 


«c 


ce 


*© ſuitable remedy for the abuſes” 


© which have prevailed in the go- 


CE 


cc 


.cc 


With this view, immediate- 
ly after the above reſolutions were 
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vernment of the Britiſh domi- 
nions in the Eaſt Indies; and 
that this houſe will conſider as 
an enemy to his country any 
perſon who ſhall preſume to ad- 
viſe his majeſty to prevent, or 
in any manger interrupt, the 
„ diſcharge of this important 
«© duty.“ | | 

The motion was oppoſed, as ma- 
nifeſtiy factious, and as interfering - 
with the executive part of govern. 
ment, and trenching on the un- 
doubted prerogative of the crown, 
wiehout any juſtifiable cauſe. A 
member obſerved, that the true 
meaning and intent of the motion 
was, that it is neceſſary, for ſe- 
curing the preſent adminiſtration a 


ce 


cc 


ce. 


«6 


continuance in office, that no diſſo- 
lution of parliament ſhould take 


place at preſent.” The motion 
was, however, carried by the ſame 
majority with the former. | 

| On Wedneſday, the ſe- 
17th Dec, .venteenth of Diecoothiy: 
the India bill was rejected by the 
lords, on a diviſion of 95 to 76. 
It was remarked, that the Prince 
of Wales, who was in the mino- 
rity in the former diviſion, having 
learned in the interim, that the 
meaſure was offenſive to the king 
was abſent on this occaſion. At 
twelve o'clock on the following 
night, a meſſenger delivered to the 
two ſecretaries ot ſtate his majeſty's_ 
orders, That they ſhould deliver 
* up the ſeals of their offices, and 
4 ſend them by the under-ſecre- 
c taries, Mr. Frazer and Mr. 
* Nepean, as a perſonal interview 
«© on the occaſion would be diſa- 
„ greeable to him,” The ſeals 
were immediately given by the king 
to Lord Temple, who ſent letters of 
diſmiſſion, the day following, to the 
reſt of the cabinet council: at the 

E 4] ſame 


* 
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ſame time Mr. William Pitt was 
appointed firſt lord of the treaſury, 
and chancellor of the exchequer, 
and Earl Gower preſident of the 
council, 
ple reſigned the ſeals of his office, 
and they were delivered to Lord 
Sydney, as ſecretary of ſtate for the 
home department, and to the Mar- 
quis of Carmarthen for the foreign. 


Lord 'Fhurlow was appointed high 


On the 22d, Lord Tem- 


chancellor of Great Britain, the 
Duke of Rutland lord privy ſeal, 


Lord Viſcount Howe firſt lord of 


the admiralty, and the Duke of 
Richmond maſter general of the 
ordnance; Mr. William Grenville 
and Lord Mulgrave ſucceeded Mr. 
Burke in the pay-office, and Mr. 
Henry Dundas was appointed tothe 
office of treaſurer of the navy. 


CAPE Is 


Meaſures adopted by the majority in the Houſe of Commons to prevent the 
difſelution of parliament—defer the third reading of the land tax bill. 
Converſation relative to the reſignation of Earl Temple. R:/ſolution of the 
committee on the ſlate of the nation to addreſs the king. Fawourable 
anſwer from the king. Reſolutions of the committee reſpecting the accep- 


tance of India bonds—and the Duchy of Lancaſter. Short adjournment 5 


during the Chriſtmas holidays. State of parties at the meeting of the 
Houſe. Debate on reſuming the committee on the ſtate of the nation. Re- 
ſolutions of the committee, reſpecting the iſſuing of public money not ap- 


propriated by acts of parliament—for deferring the ſecond reading of the 
mutiny bill—for the appointment of miniſters that enjoyed the confidence of 
the Houſe—of cenſure on the appointment of the preſent minifters. Bill 


brought in by Mr. Pitt, for the better government of the India company, 


Debate on the comparative merits 0 


f Mr. Pitt's and Mr. Fox's India 
Mr. Pitt's bill rejected. Notice, by Mr. Fox, of bringing in a 


bills. 


new bill. 


1 formidable majority in 
the Houſe of Commons, 
which adhered to the late miniſters, 
after their diſmiſſion from his ma- 
jeſty's ſervice, made the immediate 
diſſolution of parliament, in the 
public opinion, an event almoſt 
inevitable. The paſling of the land 
tax bill. was a previous Rep ne- 


ceſſarily to be taken. This bill had 


been twice read, and on Saturday 
the 2oth of December was ordered 
for the third reading. But as the 
committee on the flate of the nation 
was to fit on the Monday following, 
the majority did not think it pru- 


deat to ſuffer this inſtrument of de- 


lay to paſs out of their hands, until 
they had taken ſome further mea- 
e Yee ſures for their ſecurity— 
get == Accordingly on Friday, 
after a ſhort but warm debate, the 
Houſe adjourned to . 5 . 
„ On that day, before 

224 Bec, the ſpeaker left the 
chair, Mr. William Grenville beg- 
ged leave to inform the Houſe, that 
the noble earl to whom ſuch fre- 
quent alluſions had lately been 
made, had authorized him to de- 


clare that he was ready to meet any 
charge that ſhould be made against 


him; 


FFT ͤ ͤ—ͤDPPP̃ꝗ ͥ PH, 
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bim; and that he had thought fit 


to reſign the ſeals of his office, in 
order to avoid the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion 
of ſeeking for protection or ſhelter 
in the power and influence of a mi- 
niſter. In anſwer to this extraordi- 
nary notification Mr. Fox obſerved, 
that with reſpect to the propriety 
of the noble earl's relinquiſning an 
office, which he had held but for 
three days, he was, doubtleſs, him- 
ſelf the fitteſt judge : that as to the 
facts alluded to, facts of public no- 
toriety, and which materially af- 
fected the honour of parliament, 
and the ſafety of the conſtitution, 
he truſted the Houſe would ſee the 
neceſſity of taking them into their 


Z moſt ſerious confideration : but that 


the ſecret nature of thoſe tranſac- 


tions, almoſt precluded the poſſibĩ - 


lity of bringing a perſonal charge 
againſt any one. | 

In the committee on the ſtate of the 
nation, it was propoſed by Mr. Er- 
ſkine, that an addreſs ſhould be 
preſented to the king, ſtating, ©* the 


| alarming reports of an intended 


diſſolution of parliament ; to re- 
preſent to his majeſty the incon- 
veniences and dangers that would 
attend ſuch a meaſure, at a moment 
when the maintenance of thÞ public 
credit, the ſupport of the revenue, 
and more eſpecially the diſtreſſed 
ſtate of the finances of the Eaſt 
India company, and the diſorders 
prevailing in their government both 


at home and abroad, demanded the 


moſt immediate attention; to be- 
ſeech his majeſty to ſuffer them to 
proceed on the important buſineſs 
recommended to them in his ſpeech 
from the throne; and to hearken 
to the voice of his faithful Com- 
mons, and not to the ſecret advices 
of perſons who may have private 


intereſts of their own, ſeparate from 


the true intereſt of his majeſty and 
his people.“ | 

'The high prerogative language 
uſed by the partizans of the new 
adminiſtration, in the debate on the 
19th, and their eagerneſs in preſ- 
ſing the third reading of the tax 
bills, left no room to doubt of their 
intention to diſſolve the parliament 
as ſoon as that neceſiary flep was 
ſecured. But on this day there ap- 
peared ſome marks of indeciſion, 
at leaſt, if not of a total deſertion 
of that deſign; and this change 
in the counſels of government was 
ſuppoſed to have been the real 
cauſe of the ſudden reſignation that 
had been juſt announced to the 
Houſe.—In the former debate it 
was ſtrongly urged, that it was time 
to check the violent diſpoſition 


that had lately ſhewn itſelf to en- 


croach on the prerogatives of the 
crown, and which threatened to 
overturn the balance of the conſti- 
tution ;—that the preſent was a 
moment which called for, and would 
Juſtify the exertion of theſe prero- 
gatives ; and that he was not fit to 
be a miniſter, who ſhould be de- 
terred by any reſolutions of that 


| Houle from purſuing what he might 


judge to be the ſtrict line of his 
duty.—'The preſent queſtion was 
combated on different ground. Mr. 
Dundas, who was ſoon after made 
treaſurer of the navy, and Mr. 
Bankes, aprivate confidential friend 
of the chancellor of the exchequer, 
aſſured the committee that there was. 
no intention in government to in- 
terrupt the preſent proceedings of 
parliament, either by diſſolution or 
prorogation; and the latter gentle- 
man particularly added, that he had 
authority from his friend to declare, 
that if ſuch a meaſure ſnould be pro- 
poſed in his majeſty's council, he 

would 


id 
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would oppoſe it; and if it ſhould 


be carried againſt his opinion, he 
would immediately reſign his office. 
— Theſe aſſurances did not, however, 
appear ſatis factory to the majority. 
It was aſked what probable ſecurity 
could be derived from any promiſes 
made to that Houſe by a minitter, 
whaſe acceſſion to power was found- 
ed on an attempt to degrade his 
dignity and importance? But, al- 
lowing him all the credit that might 
be required, what dependence could 
be placed on the influence of a per- 
ſon, in a future cabinet, who had 
yet but one colleague in office no- 
minated? And even though they 
had received the ſame x pd 
from the whole cabinet, did not 
the experience of the laſt week 
prove, that their deciſions might 
the next moment be overruled by 
the ſecret and irreſponſible adviſers 
ef the crown ? No reply was offer- 
ed to theſe arguments; and it was 
at length reſolved, without a divi- 
fon, that the addreſs, as propoſed, 
fhould be preſented to the king by 
tae whole Houle. 
On the Wedneſday 
: | lowing the ſpeaker 
read to the Houſe, the anſwer which 
had that day been given to their 
addreſs by his majeſty on the throne. 
At was as follows: 
Gentlemen, 
It has been my conſtant ob- 
ject to employ the authority en- 
truſted to me by the conſtitution to 
its true and only end- the good of 
my people; and I am always happy 
in concurring with the wiſhes and 
opinions of my faithful Commons. 
I agree with you in thinking, 
that the ſupport of the public cre- 
dit and revenue muſt demand your 
moſt earneſt and vigilant care. 

«© 'The ſtate of the Eaſt Indies is 


24th Dec. - 


alſo an object of as much delicacy 
and importance, as can exerciſe the 
wiſdom and juſtice of parliament. 
I truſt you will proceed in thoſe 
conſiderations with all convenient 


ſpeed, after ſuch an adjournment as 


the preſent circumſtances may ſeem 
to require. And ] aſſure you I ſhall 
not interrupt your meeting by any 
exerciſe of my prerogative, either 
of prorogation or diſſolution.“ 
Some exceptions were taken to 
the concluding words of this an- 
ſwer. 
whole extent of the royal favour 
amounted to no more than an aſ- 
ſurance, that 
again; that the terrors of a diſſo- 
lation were ſtill left before their 
eyes, with a ſtrong implication that 
the fatal fentence ſhould or ſhould 
not be pronounced, as their beha- 
viour might merit. It was hoped 
that this artful] deſign wovId fail in 
its effect; and that, without re- 
garding the conſequences, they 
would continue their exertions to 
ſave the conſtitution from the dan- 


gerous example, of ſeeing eſtabliſn- 


ed a miniſtry formed in defiance of 


the Houſe of Commons, on the 


ground of private favour, oppoſed 
to public confidence, by the prac- 
tices of cloſet intrigue and ſecret 
influence, and not upon the voice 
of the country, or upon the ſenſe of 
parliament. | | 
In the commitiec upon the ſlate of 
the nation, upon the motion of lord 
Beauchamp, the chairman was d1- 
reed :o move the Houſe, and it was 
accordingly reſolved, “ that it is 
the opinion of this Houſe, that the 
ce lords of the treaſury ought not to 
* conſent that the directors of the 


* Faſt India company do accept 
% any more bills, unleſs they ſhall 


5 be able to prove to parliamen: 


that 


It was remarked, that the 


they ſhould meet 
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« that they have ſufficient means 

to provide for the payment of 

« them, after they ſhall have paid 
& their dividend, and diſcharged 


the debt due to government.“ 


It was next reſolved, on the mo- 
ion of the earl of Surrey, that an 
E-ddreſs be preſented to the king, 


Ito deſire that his majeſty would not 
grant the office of chancellor of the 
duchy of Lancaſter to any perſon, 
Wotherwiſe than during pleaſure, be- 
fore the zoth day of January next. 


Theſe motions met with but a 


very feeble oppoſition, It was urg- 


ed againſt the former, that it was 


© ſetting up a reſolution of that 


| Houſe againſt a poſitive act of par- 


hament; by which act, a diſcre- 
tionary power was lodged in the 
commiſſioners of the treaſury, of 
giving their conſent to the accep- 
E tance of bills to any amount, by 
the Eaſt India company, upon ap- 


plication from the court of direc- 


tors. It was Taid, in reply, that the 


Houſe was in the conſtant and uni- 
form practice of declaring its pre- 
vious ſenſe reſpecting the uſe of any 
diſcretionary power, by reſolutions 


ſimilar to the preſent 5; and that 


ſuch a declaration was now abſo- 


lately neceſſary, as the miniſters 


were of opinion, or pretended to 
be of opinion, contrary to the 
thorough conviction of that Houſe, 
that the company's affairs were in 
a ftate ſufficiently flouriſhing to au- 
thorize them to conſent to ſuch ac- 
ceptance. 5 e 

The latter motion was founded 
on the enquiry that had been inſti- 
tuted into the eſtabliſhments of the 
duchy of Lancaſter, for the pur- 
poſe of determining, whether the 
fame might not be reduced, or en- 
tirely aboliſhed. After theſe mo- 
tions had paſſed, the Houſe ad- 
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journed to the 12th day of Janu- 


ary. The new cavinet conſiſted of 
Earl Gower, preſident of the coun- 
cil, Mr. Pitt, Lord Thurlow, the 
Marquis of Carmarthen and Lord 
Sydney. ſecretaries of ſtate, Duke 
of Rutland privy ſeal, Lord Howe 
firſt commiſſioner of the admiralty, 
and the Duke of Richmond maſter 
general of the ordnance. | 
The expectation of the public was 
now fixed with great anxiety on the 
meeting of parhament after the 
receſs. A conteſt between the exe- 
cutive government and the Houſe of 
Commons was a ſpectacle, that, 


ſince the acceſſion of the preſent 


family to the throne, had not been 
exhibited in this kingdom; and 
many circumſtances concurred to 
render the preſent peculiarly inte- 
reſting and important. 'The mat- 
ter in diſpute was of the very eſſen- 
tials of the conſtitution, and could 
not be decided without conſiderably 
affecting its bias. In defence of 
the authority of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, were ranged the united abili- 
ties of two powerful parties, long 
exerciſed by mutual- conteſts 1n all 

the arts of political warfare, The 
champion of prerogative, was a 
perſon not leſs diſtinguiſhed by his 
ſplendid talents, and the unexampled 
rapidity of his riſe to power, than 

by the courage and perſeverance he 
had already demonſtrated in the 
cauſe he now ſtood foremoit to ſup- 
port. By the natural effects of mi- 
niſterial influence upon the Houſe 
of Commons, a ſufficient number 


of members joined the new admini- 


ſtration, to make their amount near- 
ly equal in point of votes to thoſe 
in oppoſition. The inferiority, both 
in this and ſome other reſpects, un- 
der which the miniſter laboured, 
was perhaps more than balanced Dy 

| Is 
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his being obliged to act on the de- 
ſenſive only; a fituation of infinite 
advantage, when combined with the 
power to chuſe his own moment of 


appeal to the people. It was rea- 
ſonably to be expected, that they 
would range themſelves on that fide 
with which their own weight and 
importance in the {tate was necel- 
farily connected; and the only 
hopes he could entertain of draw- 
ing them from their natural intereſt 
Was, by exciting a jealouſy of the 
deſigns, and of the dangerous 
firength and power of his adveria- 
ries. This had been done with ex- 
traordinary, and almoſt incredible 
Induſtry, and with a ſucceſs ſtill 
more extraordinary. Every advan- 
tage, therefore, gained by oppoſi- 
tion, every point they carried, be- 
came a freſh cauſe of ſuſpicion to 
the people; and the miniller, by a 
judicious choice of his ground, had 
always the chance of putting his 
adverſaries in the wrong, in their 
attacks upon him. | | 
In this tate of things, 
12th Jan. both Houſes met on the 

$724. 12th of January. As 
ſoon as the ſpeaker had taken the 


chair, Mr. Fox, ia order to get 


| poſſeſſion of the Houle, and to pre- 
vent any other buſineſs from being 
brought forward by the miniſter, 


before certain reſolutions that had 


deen prepared, were diſcuſſed in the 
committee on the ſtate of the nation, 
moved for the order of the day. 
He was here interrupted by the new 
members who were brought up to 
be ſworn ; and as ſoon as that buſi- 
neſs was over, the chancellor of 
the exchequer roſe at the ſame 
moment with Mr. Fox, declaring 
he had a meſlage to deliver from 
the king, A great elamour im- 
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ciding in favour of Mr. Fox. 
ſhifting the ſcene of battle, by an 


ſent temper of the Houſe, that thei | 


might retard or throw any diflicul. 


ſand or fall by. the merits or de- 


mediately aroſe in the houſe, yz 
mould be heard firſt; which was 
length ended, by the ſpeaker's dt 


+ 
. 


'The queſtion, whether the Hou 
ſhould reſolve itſelf into a comm" 
tee on the flate of the nation, wi 
then debated. Ihe grounds fi 
which this was oppoſed by the ni 
niſter and his friends, were the vic. 
lent and unprecedented meaſures 
adopted by the committee on a fo. 
mer occaſion, and the little probe 
bility that appeared, from the pre. 


proceedings would in future be con- 
ducted with leſs violence and pa-? 
tion. As Parliament ſtood pledged 
as well ſrom the duty they owe 
their country, as by their own b. 
lemn declarations, to direct their 
attention without delay to the af. 
fairs of the Eaſt India company, 
Mr. Pitt implored the Houſe 0 
poſtpone, at leaſt for a ſhort time, 
the introduction of meaſures, tha 


ties in the way of this important 
conſideration. He ſaid, he was 
then ready to bring forward his 
plan for the better regulation of the 
company's affairs; and that he chal. 
lenged a compariſon between his, 
and the bill lately rejected by the 
Lords, and that he deſired to 


merits of the meaſures he ſhould 

propoſe. ER | 
In anſwer to theſe arguments, it 
was denied, that either the reſolu- 
tions already agreed to by the 
committee, or thoſe which it was 
intended to propoſe, were violent 
or unparliamentary; unprecedent- 
ed, in the latter journals of parlia- 
ment, they undoubtedly were, and 
for good reaſons, becauſe, fince the 
time of the Revolution, the dignit 
| an 


Bad direct an attack. 
ſerted by many great lawyers, and 
Emongſt thoſe by Lord Somers 
Bimſelf, that the crown did not 
Poſſeſs the prerogative of diffolving 
parliament during a Mon, while 
Public buſineſs and petitions wore 
Vending. But, without contending 
about the queſtion of right, it was 
ſtrenuouſly maintained, that the ex- 

Werciſe of ſuch a power in the pre- 
tent inſtance would be highly dan- 


had ever been Carried on in 
lament, had paſſed the Houle of 


ad never before ſuffered. ſo open 
It had been 


gerous and criminal; and that the 


Committee was fully juſtified in 
raking 
think the moſt effectual for the pre- 


ſach ſteps as they might 


vention of ſuch a calamity. 
The circumſtances of the caſe 


fealled for an open and unqualified 
declaration of their ſentiments, and 


did not admit of that diſtant and 


reſpectful delicacy which parlia- 


ment uſually adopted, when it 


thought proper to interfere, by its 
advice, with the executive govern- 
ment. 


A bill, the reſult of the 
moſt laborious inveſtigations that 
par- 


Commons, with the warmeſt appro— 


bation of great and independent 


majorities. His majeſty had been 
adviſed to conceal from his miniſ- 
ters his diſapprobation of the bill, 
till it was carried into the Houſe 
of Lords; where, through means of 


an unconititutional uſe of the royal 


name and influence, it was rejected; 
the miniſters who brought it in were 
diſmiſſed from the public ſervice, for 
no other appareat reaſon, than be- 


| cauſe they had been ſupported in that 


meaſure, and were believed to poſ- 
lels the confidence of that Houſe ; 
and, laſtly, menaces of diſſolution 
%ere held over the Houſe itſelf, for 
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and eſſential rights of that Houſe 
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the purpoſe of awing them into an 
acquieſcence in the meaſures of the 


new adminiſtration, Under ſuch _ 


circumſlances, it was impoſſible the 
Houſe ſhould not feel, and feeling, 
not expreſs their indignation and 
relentment, 

The affairs of India were certain- 
ly of the moſt urgent and prefling 
nature; but it was -abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, in order to give the ſub- 
ject a free and unbiaſſed conſidera- 
tion, that the Houſe ſhould not be 
left dependent for its very exiſt- 
ence upon the wi'] of the perſon 
whoſe propoſitions relative thereto 
they were about to decide upon, 
The miniſter was therefore called 
upon, if he wiſhed to put a ſtop to 
ſuch further meaſures as the com- 
mittee might think neceſſary to 
adopt for their own ſecw ity, to give 
the Houſe ſome ſatisfactory aſſu- 
rance that to diſſolution would take 
place, Mr. Pat poſitively refuſed. 
to comply with this requifition, de- 
claring, © that. he would never 
© compromiſe the royal preroga- 
e tive, nor bargain it away, in the 
„ Houſe of Commons.” 8 8 

The majority, who were now per- 
ſuaded that the new adminiſtration 
were only to be withheld by their 
fears, from putting an end to the 
ſeſſion, reſolved to render ſuch a ſtep 
highly dangerous at leaſt, if not im- 
poſſible. With this view, as ſoon as 
the queſtion for reading the order 
of the day was carried, on a divi- 
fon of 232 to 193, and the ſpeaker 
had left the chair, the two follow- 
ing reſolutions were moved in the 
Committee, and paſſed without a 
diviſion, and being reported, were 
agreed to by the Houſe, = 

© That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that for any perſon or 
perſons in his Majefty's treaſury, 
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or in the exchequer, or in the bank 
of England, employed in the pay- 
ment of the public money, to pay, 


or direct or cauſe to be paid, any 
ſum or ſums of money, for or to- 
wards the ſupport of the ſervices 


voted in this preſent ſeſſion of par- 
lament, after the parliament ſhall 
have prorogued or diſſolved, if it 
be prorogued or diſſolved before 
any act of parliament ſhall have 


paſſed appropriating the ſupplies. 
to ſuch ſervices, will be a high 


crime and miſdemeanor, a daring 
breach of the fublic truſt, deroga- 
tory to the fundamental privileges 


of parliament, and ſubverſive of the 
- conſtitution of this country. 


That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that the chairman of 
the committee be directed to move 
the houſe, that the bill for puniſh- 


ing mutiny and deſertion, and for 


the better payment of the army 
and their quarters, be read a ſecond 
time on Monday the 23d day of 
February next.“ | | 

The immediate diſſolution of 
Parliament being thus far render- 
ed impracticable, two reſolutions, 
of a more direct and hoſtile nature, 
were moved by the Earl of Surrey. 
The firſt was in the following 
terms; That in the preſent ſitua- 
tion of his majeſty's dominions, it 
was peculiarly neceſſary that there 
ſhould be an adminiſtration Which 
had the confidence of that Houſe 
and the public.“ | 

It was objected to this reſolution, 
that the name of his majeſty had 


been, perhaps accidentally, cer- 


tainly very improperly omitted ; 
and it was propoſed by Mr. Dun— 
das to amend the motion, by inſert- 
ing, inſtead of the words This 
Houſe and the public,“ the follow- 
ing, The crown, the parliament, 


anſwer to thoſe who required ſome 


as a confidential converſation, wii 


and the people. As this amendmey 
was merely propoſed for the pur. 
poſe of pointing out the faQiicy 
ſpirit of the reſolution, 1t was re. 


jected without a diviſion. 


The ſecond reſolution moved h 
Lord Surrey, was to the followiny 
purport ; © That the late change, 
in his majeſty's councils had bee 
immediately preceded by danger 
and univerſal reports, that the ſacrel 
name of the king had been uncon. 


ſtitutionally uſed to affect the del. 


berations of parliament; and thi 
the appointments made were ac 
companied by circumſtances nes 
and extraordinary, and ſuch as i 
not conciliate or engage the cont, 
dence of that Houſe.“ 

The fact principally inſiſted upe: 
as the ground of this reſolution, 
was the rumour we have already r. 


lated, reſpecting the communice 


tion made from the king to ſeven 
peers, touching the India bill 
through the Earl of Temple. |: 


further proof of this tranſaction, i 
was remarked, that the fact coul 
only be known to three parties; 
to the peers to whom the commun. 
cation was made, to the great pet 
ſonage from whom it came, and u 
the noble Earl who conveyed 1. 
That it was not to be ſuppoſed tie 
firſt ſhould come voluntarily forward 
to divulge what might be con{idered 


the certainty of incurring the lever 
eſt diſpleaſure of the court. Ih 
if it were falſe, it might reaſonably 
have been expected, that the minil. 
ters then in office would have 1. 
ceived authority from his majeſſ 
to contradi®t a report fo injurious ic 
the honour of the crown. But, # 
all events, that the noble Earl vi 


bound, when he heard that t 
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Houſe was proceeding upon thoſe 
reports, to come fairly within the 
bar, as other lords had done, at 
diferent periods of our hiſtory, and 
clear himſelf from ſo diſgraceful an 
imputation. IN 

Another fact was related to the 
committee by General Roſs, which, 
though denied by a near relation of 
the party in the houſe, and never 
ſubſtantiated fo fully as to ground 
any further proceedings thereon, 
yet appeared to have great weight 
in the determinations of the mem- 
bers. The matter was, that a few 
days before, one of the lords of his 
majeſty's bed-chamber, whom he 
aſtetwards named to be the Earl of 
Galloway, had deſired to ſee him at 
his houſe ; where he told him, that 


if he voted againſt the new admini- 


ſtration that day, he would be con- 
ſidered as an enemy 10 the ting. 

A warm debate took place upon 
this motion, in which the moſt 
pointed perſonalities were caſt and 


retorted from both ſides of the 


Houle. The coalition was branded 
as a Corrupt - confederacy of two 


deſperate factions, to ſeize upon the 


covernment of the country; and 
the India bill was repreſented to 
have been an experiment made by 
the late ſecretary of flate, with a 
view, if not to place the crown on 
his own head, at leaſt to raiſe him- 
ieit to a degree of power ſuperior 
to that of the ſovereign. On the 
other hand, the party compoſing the 
new adminittration was deſcribed as 
a coalition, not indeed of parties, but 
ot the ſhreds and remnants, of the 
dregs and outcaſts of parties; as a 
body collected for the purpoſe of 
ighting the battles of ſecret and 
unconſtitutional influence, of tramp- 


| 
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ling on the power and dignity of the 
Houſe of Commons, and of eftabliſh- 
ing a government of cabal, in- 
trigue, and favouritiſm, and of de- 
ſtroying the very principles of lau- 
dable ambition and honourable ſer- 
vice in the ſtate. At length, a- 
bout ſeven o'clock in the morning, 
the committee divided, for the mo- 
tion 196, againſt it 54. 
14 Jan On the Wedneſday fol- 
4 " lowing, Mr. Pitt moved 
for leave to bring in “ a bill for 


the better government and ma- 


«« nagement of the affairs of the 
«« Eaſt India company.” By this 
act commiſſioners were to be ap- 
pointed by his majeſty, from the 
members of his privy council, 
who were authorized and im- 
powered, from time to time, to 
check, ſuperintend, and controul, 
all acts, operations, and concerns, 
which in anywiſe relate to the civil 
or military government or revenues 
of the territories and poſſeſſions of 
the ſaid united company in the Eaſt 
Indies... Sk 

It then enacts, © that the ſaid board 
ſhall have acceſs to all papers and 
muniments of the ſaid united com- 
pany, and ſhall be furniſhed with 
copies thereof, and of all the pro- 
ceedings of all general and ſpecial 
courts of proprietors, and of dhe 


court of directors, and allo copies 


of all diſpatches Which the direc- 
tors ſhall receive from any of their 
ſervants in the Eaſt Indies, imme 
diately after the arcival thereof, and 
alſo copies of all letters, orders, 
and inſtructions whatſpever, relat- 
ing to the civil or military gorern- 
ment or revenues of the Britiſh ter- 
ritorial poſſeſſions in the Bait Indies, 
propoſed to be ſent to any of ths 

| ſervants 
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ſervants of his majeſty, or of the 
ſaid Company in the Eaſt Indies; 
and that the court of directors ſhall 
and are required to pay due obe- 

dience to, and ſhall be governed 


and bound by ſuch orders and di- 


rections as they ſhall, from time to 
time, receive from the ſaid board, 
touching the civil or military go- 
vernment and revenue of the terri- 
tories and poſſeſſions of the com- 
pany.” bo Es 

And it is farther enacted, “that 
the ſaid board ſhall return the co- 
pies of the ſaid diſpatches to the 
court of directors, with their ap- 
' probation thereof, or their reaſons 
at large for diſapproving the ſame, 
together with inſtructions in reſpect 
thereto; and that the court of di- 
reQors ſhall thereupon diſpatch and 
ſend the letters, orders, and inſtruc- 
tions, ſo approved or amended, to 
their ſervants in India, without fur- 
ther delay ; and no letters, orders, 
or inſtructions, until after ſuch pre- 
vious communication thereof to the 
{aid boad, ſha!l,at any time be ſent 
or diſpatched by the ſaid directors 
to the Eaſt Indies, on any account 
or pretence whatſoever.“ 

And it is further enacted, “ that 
in caſe the {aid board ſhall ſend any 
orders which, in the opinion of the 
faid court of directors, ſhall relate 
to points not connected with the c1- 
vil or military government and re- 


venues of the ſaid territories and 


poſſeſſions in India, it ſhall be law- 
ful for them to apply by petition to 
his majeity in council, touching 
ſuch orders; and the deciſion of the 
council thereon ſhall be final and 
concluſive.“ 

It then enacts, «that the nomi- 
nation of the commanders in chief 


ſhall be veſted in his majeſty, an 
that the ſaid commanders in chief 
ſhall always be ſecond in council,” 
It alſo veſts in his majeſty the 
power to remove any governor ge. 
neral, preſidents, and members 0 
the councils of any Britiſh ſettle. 
ments in India ;** and enacts, that 
all vacancies in the offices aforeſaid 
ſhall be ſupplied by the court of di. 


rectors, ſubject to the approbation 
of his majeſty; and in caſe the 


perſon nominated by the ſaid court 
ſhall not be approved by his ma- 
jeſty, the ſaid court ſhall proceed to 
nominate ſome other perſon, ſubjed 
to the approbation or difallowance 
of his majeſty, in the ſame manner 
as before directed, and ſo 7otr 
guolies, until ſome perſon or per. 
ſons ſhall be nominated and ap- 
pointed, who ſhall be approved by 
his majeſty ; and in caſe the court 
of directors ſhall not, within 

days, proceed to ſupply the ſame, 
then it ſhall be lawfal for his ma. 
jeſty to appoint a perſon to ſupply 
the office ſo vacant.“ . 


« It is further enacted, that no 


order or reſolution of any general 
court of proprietors ſhall be avail- 
able to revoke or reſcind, or in any 
reſpect to affed, any proceeding of 
the court of directors, after his ma- 
jeſty's pleaſure ſhall have been ſig- 
nified upon the ſame.” 5 
The debates on this bill turned 
principally on its merits and deme- 
rits, as compared with the India 
bill rejected in the Houſe of Lords. 
It was urged by Mr. Pitt, that in 
his bill all the rights enjoyed by 
the company, under their charter, 
were preſerved inviolate, as far as 
was compatible with the public ſafe- 
ty. When, in anſwer to this, it was 
ſhewn, 


i ewn; that nothing but the ſhadow 
ot power was left to the company; 
and that, by the negative refery- 
e ed to the crown in all matters what- 
- W fever, the ſubſtance was, in effect, 
f reſted there: he contended, nat 
whatever might be the effect of the 
bill, yet, having previoully obtain- 
ed the conſent both of the court of 
proprietors and directors to all the 
| regulations contained in it, no Vig- 
lation of privileges could be inter- 
red, where there was a voluntary ſur- 


ö render of them. To this argument 
to ir was objected, that the conſent of 
& 250, the number of. thoſe who vot- 
ce ed in the court of proprietors for the 


| regulations ia the bill, could not 
imply the conſent of 1.409, Wo 
| compole the whole body of pfoprie- 


| tors, eſpecially in a caſe of property, 
dy where no delegation of the power 


of ballotting could be communi- 


cated, and where a great part of. 


e, the abſent members had not an op- 
a. portunity to attend: but whatever 
ly weight might be allowed to the re- 
; ſolutions of the court of proprietors, 
no they only proved, that of two evils, 
ral the more formal reſumption of their 
il authority by the firſt bill, or the 
ny indirect aſſumption of it by the laſt, 
of they had choſen what they conceived 
la- ( hin: 
ig- The ſecond point, in which the 
new bill differed from the former, 
ed Vas this, that it left where it found 
ne- all che patronage of the company, 
dia che appointment of che commander 
ds. in chief excepted. The fallacy of 
in this pretence was, on the other ſide, 
by WW firongly maintained: the whole mi- 
er, tary patronage, it was ſaid, would 
ras almoſt neceſſarily follow the ap- 
le pointment of the commander in 
vas chief, The negative given to the 
wa, crown in the appointment of the 


governors and council 


would,” by a 
Vol. XXVII. F 


judicious management, enable the 
miniſter in reality, though not in 
form, to nominate the Whole; and 
every member, both civil and mili— 
tary, being made rem: veable at the 
will oft the crown, woald naturally 
become ſubfervient to its views and 
interelts, I” | . 
In the former bill, the trans ſer- 
ring the entire government of the 
company's affairs to the new board, 
the nomination of commitl:oners in 
parliament, and the ermanent du- 
ration of their authority for a term 
of four years, had occalioned great 
alarm, as creating a new power 
dangerous to the conſtitution, The 
object of the preſent bill was merely 
contiol; and the exerciſe of that. 
control, like every other branch of 
tae executive government, was re- 
ferred to the dikereion of the crown. 


In answer to this, it was obſerved, 


in the firſt place, that to leave one 
{er of men, who had not only been 


convicted of having notorioully 


abuſed their power, but were uni- 
verſally allowed to be unfit for the 


truſt repoſed in them, in the poſſeſ- 


ſion of dominion, merely for the 
purpoſe of being controlled by an- 
other, was to eh abliſn diſunion and 
weakneſs in government upon ſyſ- 
tem. The notable expedient pro- 
vided in this caſe, of an appeal 
from the King's privy council to 
the King in council, was ridiculed 
with great ſucceſs. In the ſecond 
place, tt was argued, that the pro- 
poſed regulations tended to confound 
one of the ſtrongeſt principles of 
good government, that of reſponſi- 
bility. The court: of directors cer- 


_ t:1nly ſtood foremoſt in the often- 


ſible government of the company; 
but it was to make them reſponſible 
for orders and infiructions which 
they might be obliged to ſign, con- 

(#] trary 
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trary to their judgment and their 
conſcience, Laſtly, it was ſtrenu- 
ouſly maintained, on the ſame 
ground that had before been taken 
in the debate on the rejected bill, 
that no effectual ſyſtem of regula- 
tion could be devited, in which an 
indepeadent and permanent power 
was not lodged in the perſons who 
were to be intruſted with the exe- 
cution of it. | | 

The bill was read a ſecond 
time on the 23d of January ; 
and on the motion for its be- 
ing committed, the Houſe di- 


gave notice of his intentions to 
bring in another bill relative to the 
ſame object; in which, without de. 
partipg from the leading principle 
of the firſt bill, that of eſtabliſhing a 
reſponiible and permanent govern- 
ment at home, he ſhould endeavour 


to accommodate the reſt to the wiſh- 


es of thoſe who appeared to have 
taken what he conceived to be a 
very groundleſs alarm at his former 
propoſitions. This notice was re- 
ceived with great ſatisfaction by the 
Houſe; but the events which follow- 
ed prevented their proceeding fur 


_—_ ton A — ma — Kaas” 


vided, ayes 214, noes 222. The 


N ther upon it. 
bill being thus rejected, Mr. Fox | 
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Reſolution movad againſt the miniſtry by lord Charles Spencer. Union of 5 
parties called for. Difficulties ſtated by the leaders of each party. The , 
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Miniſter again interrogated reſpecting the diſſolution his anſaven. Alo y 

tion to obſtruct the diſſolution. Minifter's reaſons for continuing in ice. 

. - Ridiculous accuſation of the late miniſtry of bribery. Cauſes of the 1s WR © 
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effect an union—their addreſs to both parties, and the anſwers—their 
motions in the Houſe of Commons for forming a new miniſtry, ordered to be | 
laid before the king. Motion of the St. Alban's aſſociation againſt tht U 


excluſion of either party in forming a new miniſtry carried in the Haut Ic 
/ Commons. Difintereſted conduct of lord North. New expedient fit fe 
effecting an union—cauſes of its failure—miſthievons conſequences of thi) oY 

meaſures. His Majeſty's refuſal to diſmiſs his miniſters debate thereon. W 


Proceedings in the Houje of Lords. Addreſs to the King from the Commons, h. 
on the reſolutions laid before him, and his Majeſty's anjwer., Adareſs l. al 
the King for the removal of his miniſters, and his Majeſty's anfever Here. iy 
to. Repreſentation to the King on the flate of public affairs. Prorogatio! Je 


and diſſolution of parliament. 0 
2 16th Jan HE diſcuſſion of public affairs. The reſolution, which W: 
: + Git the bill for regu- paſſed on the 1 2ch of January, would Wl * 


lating the affairs of the Eaſt India 
company did not prevent the Houſe 
of Commons from adverting, in the 
mean time, to the general ſtate of 


probably, at any other period, have p 
operated deciſively againſt the mi- 
niſtry; but the ſtake was too deep to Bi E 
be hallily thrown away; and an at. 


HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


tempt was therefore made to evade 
the conſequences of that vote, by 
conſidering it as too generally word- 
ed to convey any direct cenſure on 


the members of the preſent adminiſ- 


tration. In order therefore to bring 
the point to a more direct iſſue, the 
following refolution was moved by 
lord Charles Spencer, in the com- 
mittee on the /tate of the nation: 

„% That it having been declared 


ce to be the opinion of this Houſe, 


« that in the preſent fituation of 
«© his majeſty's dominzons, it is pe- 


« culiarly neceſſary there ſhould be 


c an adminiſtration that has the 


* confidence of this Houſe, and of 


ce the public; and that the appoint- 


« ments of his maje ty's preſent mi- 


«« niſters were accompanied by cir- 
«© cumſtances new and extraordi- 
* nary; and ſuch as do not con- 
*« ciliate or engage the confidence 
c of this Houle; the continuance 
© of the preſent miniſters in truſts 


of the higheſt importance and 


« reſponſibility, is contrary to con- 
*© ſtitutional principles, and inju- 
** r1ous to the interelis of his ma- 
jeſty and his people.“ 

In oppoſition to this motion, it 
was argued, that the premiſes, al- 
lowing them to be true and well 
founded, did not warrant the con- 
cluſion, fince the preſent miniſters 
were not even accuſed of having 
had any ſhare in the tranſactions 


alluded to. They had been con- 
| Ritutionally appointed by his ma- 


jeſty, who had the ſole right to ap- 
point them; and though it was not 
denied that a majority of the Houſe 
was Competent to declare their 
want of confidence in miniſters ſo 
appointed, yet they were bound in 


duty to alledge good and ſufficient 


grounds for ſuch a declaration; 
otherwiſe the nation would juſtly 
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_ conſider it not as a conſtitutional 


queſtion, but as a daring aſſumption 
of the prerogative of the crown, and 
a factious attempt in ſuch a majo- 


rity to nominate their own miniſ- 


ters. In anſwer to theſe arguments 
it was proved, from various prece- 
dents, that the Houſe of Commons 
had frequently paſſed votes of cen- 
ſure on miniſters, without alledg- 
ing any ſpecific acts as the grounds 
of ſuch cenſure. But without hav- 
ing recourſe to this authority, it 
was aſſerted, that the reaſuns ad- 
duced in the motion were full and 
ſufficient. That the preſent miniſ- 
ters did not poſſeſs the confidence 
of the Houſe, was a fact recorded 
on their Journals. It would be vain 
and fruitleſs to fight over again, on 


every occaſion, the grounds on which 


that reſolution was voted ; and if 


the deliberative opinion of a de- 


cided majority, on a preat public 
queſtion, and in the exerciſe of 
their undoubted privileges, deſerved 
the appellation of fa&.ous, by what 
epithets was the conduct of the mi- 
nority to be deſcribed, who were 
attempting to weaken the authority, 
and to overawe and controul the 
general ſenſe of the body, of which 
they made a part? 7 
In the courſe of the debate, Mr. 
Powis expreſſed his wiſhes for an 
union between the contending par- 
ties, as the only means of javing 
the conſtitution from the ſhock it 
was otherwiſe likely to receive. No 
notice was taken by Mr. Pitt of this 
overture; and Mr. Fox declared, 
that until the right honourable gen- 
tleman, by quitting the ſituation, 
which in the opinion of that Houſe 
he had obtained by unconſtitutional. 
means, and which he ſeemed in- 
clined to maintain in defance of 
their reſolutions, had made amende 
[#].z honorable 
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honerable for his offence, and thus 
qualified himſelf to return to it on 
fair, open, and honourable grounds, 
he would never conſent to act with 
him. On the diviſion there ap- 
peared forthe reſolution 205, againſt 


it 184. 

| The public expectation 
2oth Jan. was now fixed 2 two 
important events, the one or other 
of which it was ſuppoſed would be 
the neceſſary coniequence of the 
laſt vote of the Houſe of Commons; 


namely, che retignation of the mi- 


niſters, or the diifolution of parlia- 
ment. On the 20th of January, the 
day appointed for the committee 
again to fit on ihe fate of the nation, 
there was a general call amongltt the 


members, called country gentlemen, 


for a coalition. Mr. Fox perſevered 
in the ſentiments he had before de- 
livered, but declared his readineſs 
to put off the committee, that no 
haſty ſteps might be taken ; at the 
ſame time he was of opinion, that 
the chancellor of the Exchequer 
was bound to give ſome explana- 
tion of the very extraordinary con- 
duct he had thought proper to 
adopt. Mr. Pitt acknowledged that 
his ſituation was new and extraor- 
dinary; but had no doubt, that 
whenever the proper time came for 
ſtating his reaſons to the Houſe, 
why he continued in office after the 
reſolution paſſed on the 16th, he 
ſhould make it appear that he had 
been aCluaced by a {trict fenſe of his 
duty. | 

The rejection of Mr, 
Pitt's India bill, which 
tcok place, as was before related, 
on the 23d, was generally conſidered 
as the concluding act of the preſent 
Houſe of Commons. As ſoon as the 
diviſion was over, the miniſter was 
deſired to give tne Houſe ſome ſatiſ- 


23d Jan. 


faction reſpecting a meaſure in which 
they were {o nearly concerned; 


and, on his remaining filent, a 


loud and general call was repeated 
from every ſide of the Houſe, At 


length fome harſh exprethons, uſed 


by general Conway, relative to his 
conduct, obliged him to riſe ; but, 
after ſome warm remonſtrances on 
the treatment he had received, he 
concluded with a flat refuſal to an. 
ſwer the interrogatories that were 
put to him. Several of the mem- 
bers who uſuaily voted with him, 
now joined in the general requett, 
but in vain. The Houſe grew un- 
uſually warm, and Mr, Eden was 
preparing to move the following 
reſolution, | | | | 

„That for any of his majeſty's 
“ confidential miniſters in that 


„ Houle, to reſuſe to the Houſe an 


« explanation of the ſenſe in which 
* ſuchminiſter underſtands a ſpeech 
* or an anſwer of his majeſty, is 
5 contrary to the ancient and uni- 
© form practice of former minis 
„ ters; and tends to produce un- 


« neceſſary applications to his ma- 


ce jeſty, and is diſreſpectful to his 


„ majeſty and to the Houſe:“ 


When Mr. Fox interfered, and 
recommended an adjournment, that 
the right honourable pentleman 
might have time to recollect him- 
ſelf, and conſider whether he had 
treated the Houſe with that reſpe:! 
wiuch might be expected from 2 
miniſter ſtanding in his peculiar 


circumſtances. | 


On the following day, 
24th Jan. Saturday, as foon 3 Mr. 
Pitt had taken his place, Mr. Eo 
roſe, and after lamenting with teats 
the extraordinary and diſpraceful 
ſcene he had been a witneſs to not 
long before, and thanking the men- 
ber who had io geie ouſly put £ 

en 
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end to it, he propoſed the follow- 


ing queſtion to the miniſter !— 
IWhether he could pledge himſelf that 
the Houſe ſhould meet there in parlia- 


ment on Monday next? After a ſhort 


pauſe, Mr. Pitt got up, and {aid, that 
he ſaw no reaſon for receding from 
his reſolution of refuſing to pledge 
himſelf as to any advice he might 
or might not, under any poſlible 
circumitances, think proper to give 
his majeſty; but with regard to 
the preſent queſtion, he thought he 
might venture to ſay, that he had 
no intention to adviſe his majeſty 
to prevent that Houſe from meeting 
on Monday. 


| Having received this aſſurance, 


Mr. Powis moved, that the Houſe 
ſhould immediately adjourn to Mon- 


day, in hopes that before their next 
meeting ſome means might be in- 


vented of healing divitions that 

threatened the country with anarchy 

and confuſion, 'This motion was 

accordingly agreed to. ; 

26th Jan On that day his majeſty's 
* anſwer to the addreſs of 


the Houſe being read by the clerk, 
the following motion was made by 
Mr. Eden, with a view to give the 


Houſe a more permanent ſecurity 
than the precarious mode of exiſt- 
ence it then enjoyed only from day 
to day : | 

That jt appears to this Houſe, 


cc 


cious anſwer contains aſſurances 


upon which this Houſe cannot 
but moſt firmly rely—That his 
majeſty will not, by the proro- 


(c 
40 
60 
T 


ment, interrupt this Houſe in 


their conſideration of proper 
meaſures for regulating the af- 
fairs of the Eaſt India company, 
and for ſupporting the public 


cc 
«c 
ce 
ce 


64 


that his majeſty's ſaid moſt gra- 


gation or diſſolution of parlia- 


credit and revenues of this coun- 


_ 
«'try; objects which, in the opi- 
c nion of his majeſty. and of this 
« Houſe, and of the public, de- 
«© mand the moſt immediate and 
<«« unremitting attention of parlia- 
© meat.“ | | | 

As ſoon as the motion was read, 
Mr. Pitt declared, that his majeſty 
had indeed piedged himſel in his 
anſwer not to interrupt their meet- 


ing again after their adjournment ; 


but he {aw not how it could be in- 
ferred, that the royal word was 
pledged any farther. To a mo- 
tioa therefore aftixtzg an unlimited 
conſtruction to the king's antwer, 


he matt give his diſſent; and that 


for the ſtrongeſt reaſon that could 


poſſibly be adduced, namely, be- 
cauſe he knew when he adviſed his 
majeſty to uſe the words in which 
the anſwer was framed, he never 


had ſuch an indefinite ſenſe of them 
in his contemplation. 


In the pre- 
ſent fituation of affairs, he thought 
a diſſolution could not but be at- 
tended with great detriment and 
miſchief, and therefore he ſhould 
not adviſe any ſuch exerciſe of the 
prerogative. „ 
The miniſter was then called upon 
to fuifil the engagement he had en- 
tered into with the Houle, of giving 
them ſame ſatisfactory reaſons for 
his continuing 1n office after the 


repeated refolutians that had paſſed 


againit him. In compliance with 
this requiſition, Mr. Pitt began by 
aſſerting, that though the fituation 
of a miniſter maintaining his poſt, 
after the Houſe of Commons had 
declared him undeſerving of their 
confidence, was novel and extraor- 
dinary, yet it was in his opinion 
by no means unconſtitutional. He 
conceived that, by the conſtitution, 
neither the immediate appointment 
or removal of a miniſter reſted with 
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that Houſe ; that he neither could 
nor ought to remain long in ſuch a 
ſituation, he was ready to confeſs; 
but he was bound to uſe his own 
diſcretion, in preventing the mil. 
chievous conſequences that might 
attend an inſtant reſignation, He 
might meritoriouſly continue in cf- 
fice, if he were perſuaded that his 
reſignation would leave the country 


without any executive government 


at all. It behoved him to conſider 
who were likely to be his ſucceſſors; 
and he was bound, in honour and in 


duty, ſo far to ſupport the preroga- 


tive of the crown, as not to quit a 
fituation, becauſe it was become 
difficult or dangerous, till he ſaw 


ſome proſpect of its being filled in 


a manner more acceptable to all the 


| parties concerned, 


About this time a ridiculous cir- 
cumſtance, brought forward by the 
precipitate zeal of the friends of the 
new miniſtry, for the purpoſe of re- 


torting on their adverſaries the 


charge of undue influence, engaged 


the attention of the Houſe of Com- 


On the 24th of this month, Mr. 
Yorke acquainted the Houſe, that 
he had matters to communicate, in 


which their privileges were deeply 


concerned: the firſt was, that an 


offer had been made to a member of 


the Houſe, of a place of J. 500 a 


year, provided he would change 


tides, and pive his vote in oppoſi- 
tion to the preſent miniſtry; the 
ſecond, that L. 500 had been ſent 
to Scotland by the ſame party, and 
Jodged in the bank of Edioburgh, 


for the purpoſe of defraying the 


travelling expences, and thereby 
quickening the pace of the Scotch 
members; and that the lord 6dvocate 
of Scotland, Mr. Henry Erſkine, was 


the perſon to whom the diſpoſal of 


4 


the money was entruſted. Mr. 
Yorke having further acquainted 
the Houſe, that the member, Mr. 
Dalrymple, from-whom he received 
this intelligence, was then preſent, 
and ready to give the Houſe any 
further ſatisfaction they might re- 
quire, he was called on by oppo- 
ſition to mention the particulars, 
He accordingly related, that a Mr, 
Hamilton, of Bargeny, formerly a 
member of the Houſe, bad offered 
him a place, on the conditions be- 
fore ſtated, of (. 500 a year from the 
duke of Portland, or the Portland 
adminiſtration. Wich regard to the 
ſecond ſtory, he had been aſſured of 
the fact in a public company, by 


Mr. Charteris, a member not then 


in his place. 

As ſoon as the intelligence was 
thus ſtated, the friends of the duke 
of Portland inſiſted that it ſhould 
be taken down in writing by the 
clerk, in order to be fully inveſtt- 
gated. A meſſage was ſent pri- 
vately to the duke, to acquaint him 
with what had paſſed; in conſe— 


quence of which he immediately 


repaired to the lobby, and deſired 
the Hovſe might be acquainted that 
he was ready to come within their 
bar, and anſwer ſuch queſtions re- 
lative to the ſubject as they might 
chuſe to put to him. Several mem- 
bers ſuſpecting that the Whole mat- 
ter might have originated in a jeſt, 
expreiled their wiſhes that it might 
be dropped; but the members who 
had brought forward the charges, 
refuſing their conſent to a motion, 
in which it propoſed to ſtate ra: 
the ſaid charges had: been wholly 
abandoned by them, an order was 
made for the attendance of Mr. 
Hamilton. e | 
A few days afterwards, Mr. Char- 
teris being in his place, explained 
| 10 
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to the Houſe the occaſion of the jeſt 
which he had put upon his honour- 


able friend, and which he was ſorry 


to find had occaſioned ſo much ſeri- 
ous diſcuſſion: and it appearing, by 
a letter read to the Houſe from the 
gentleman himſelf, that the offer of 


Mr. Hamilton had ariſen from the 
. ſame mirthful diſpoſition, the order 


for his attendance was diſcharged, 
and the following motion agreed 
tO: 
«© That it appears to this Houſe, 
that the charges contained in the 


ſaid information [the ſame having 
been previouſly read by the clerk } 


reſpecting the duke of Portland 


and the late adminiſtration, were 
groundleſs.“ | 


As the grounds, on which the 
miniſter endeavoured to defend his 
continuance 1n office, aſter three 


ſeveral votes of diſapprobation had 


paſſed the Houſe of Commons, 


amounted in fact to nothing more 


than that he was of opinion his re- 


maining in power was ſerviceable 


to the country, though the Houſe 
choſe to think otherwiſe, it 1s 
ſcarcely neceſſary to add, that they 
appeared to the majority wholly un- 
ſatisfactory. The next ſtep there- 
fore, which in the courſe ct parlia- 


mentary proceedings ought regu- 


larly to have been adopted, was an 
addreſs to the throne, to remove 
him from his majeſty's councils ; 


and ſuch a meaſure, by bringing the 


conteſt to an immediate deciſion, 
would, at all events, have reſcued 
the government of the country from 
the diſgraceful ſituation in which it 
then ſtood. But as, on the one 
hand, the ftrong and decided op- 


poſition of the country gentlemen 


to a diſſolution of parliament ſeems 
to have overawed the miniſter into 
the dereliction of a ſtep ſo neceſ- 
ſary on his part; ſo, on the other 
hand, their general call for an union 


prevented the oppoſition fiom pur- 


ſuing thoſe meaſures of vigour, 


which the conſtitution of parliament, 


in concurrence with their own in— 
tereſt, obvioully required, N 
-- _Oa the 26th of Janu— 

26th Jan. ; 4 
ary, a meeting of ſach 
members of the Houle of Commons 
as were anxious to promote a coa- 
lition of parties met at the St. 
Alban's tavern. Their numbers 
amounted to near ſeventy; and an 
addreſs was immediately agreed to 


and ſigned, and ordered to be pre- 


ſented by a committee of their body 
to the duke of Portland and Mr, 
. | 

The addreſs was expreſſed in the 


following term: 


« We whoſe names are hereunto 
ſigned, members of the Houſe ot 
Commons, being fully perſuaded 


that the united efforts of thoſe in 
whoſe integrity, abilities, and con. 


ſtitutional principles we have reaſon 
to confide, can alone reſcue the 
country from its preſent diſtracted 
ſtate, do join in molt humbly ene 
treating them to communicate with 
each other on the arduous fituation 
of public affairs, truſting, that by a 
liberal and unreſerved 1ntercourle 
between them, every impediment 


may be removed to a cordial co- 


operation of great and reſpectable 
characters, acting on the ſame public 
principles, and entitled to the ſup- 
port of independent and diſintereſt- 
ed men.“ | | | 

In anſwer to this addreſs, both 


* See Appendix to the Chronicle, p. 265, for a journal of the tranſactions of this 
meeting. | 
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parties expreſſed themſelves defirous 
of complying with the wiſhes of fo 
reſpectable a meeting; but the duke 
of Portland conceived that he could 
not have any interview with Mr. 
Pitt, for the purpoſe of union, ſo 
Jong as the latter held his fituatio” 
as prime miniſter, in defiance of 
the reſolutions of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. On the other hand, Mr. Pitt 
declined reſigning, either actually 
or virtually, as a preliminary to ne 


gotiation. 
ad Feb. In order to co-operate 
© with and affiſt the exertions 
of the meeting at the St. Alban's, 
it was moved by one of their mem- 
bers, and. carried unanimouſly in 
the Houle of Commons,“ That the 
preſent arduous and critical ſitoa- 
tion of public affairs required the 
exeitions of a firm, efficient, ex- 
tended, and united adminiſtration, 
entitled to the confidence of the peo- 
ple, and ſuch as might have a ten- 
dency to put an end to the uafortu- 


nate diviſions and diſtractions of this 


country.” 
In addition to this, a ſecond re. 
ſolution was moved by Mr. Coke, 
which had for its object the re pre- 
henſion of Mr. Pitt's refuſal to re- 
fign, declaring, „ that the conti- 
nuance of the preſent miniſters in 
office was an vbilacie to the forming 
a fi:m, efficient, extended, and unit- 
ed adainiftration.? 
This laſt mo 409 eccafioned much 
debate. 
was combated, was the growing po- 
pularity of the new adminiſtration ; 
and the Houſe was therefore adjured 
not to provoke the people to go to 
the foot of the throne, and implore 
the crown to reſcue them from its 
tyranny. On th: other fide, it was 
aſſerted that the popularity of the 
miniſters was founded on a tempo- 


'the grou: 1d on which it 
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rary ee and ſupported by art. 


ful'mifrepreſentations and groſs ca- 
lumnies. That the deſign to create 
a diſſen ſion between that Houſe and 
the people at large, was of a nature 
the moſt alarming and dangerous to 
the conſtitution, and a daring at- 
tack upon the privileges of the 
Houſe, which, if not firmly reſiſted, 
would terminate in the deftrution 
of the liberties of the nation. Mr, 
Pitt threw himſelf on the candour 
and juſtice of the Houſe : but de- 
clared firmly, that he would not by 
any managements be induced to re. 
fign. To march out of his poſt with 
a halter about his neck, change his 
armour, and meanly beg to be re- 


admitted, and conſidered as A vo- 


lunteer in the army of the enemy, 
was an bumiliaticn to which he 
would never ſubmit. Some of the 
members, Who ſtill continued their 


endeavours to effect a coalition, 


wiſhed the previous queſtion to be 
put on the motion, with a' view to 


try whether the Houſe would conſent 


to reſcind the votes of cenſure they 
had before paſſed, as a matter of 


accommodation ; declaring, if this 


was rot done, they ſhould conſider 
themſelves as bound to ſupport the 
preſent queſtion : that thoſe reſolu- 
tions and the preſent adminiſtration 
ought not to ſtand together; that 
the authority of the Houſe mull be 


ſupported, and that the pride of an 


individual ought not to ſtand in the 
way of it, On the divifion there 
were 223 for the motion, agaivſt it 
2904. 


"The day following the reſolu- 


tions, after a long and warm debate, 


in which the ſame ground was gone 

over as before, were ordered, by 2 

majority of 24, to be laid before his 

majeſty. * 

Ihe ſtep taken by the Houſe of 
Commons 
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Commons would probably have 
brought- the conteſt between the 


two parties to a ſpeedy deciſion, if 


the members, who met at the St. 
Alban's tavern, had not checked it 
by a declaration. which, coming 
from ſo powerful a body, almoſt 
forced affairs again into a ſtate of 
ſuſpenſe and indeciſion. | 
On the 11th of Febru- 
i LEY); ary, Mr. Maiſham read 
to the Houie, as a part of his ſpeech, 


a reſolution of the members of the 


meeting at the St. Alban's tavern, 
in which they declared, that an 
adminiſtration formed on the total 
excluſion of the members of the laſt 
or preſent adminiſtration would be 


inadequate to the exigencies of the 


public affairs.“ Tr | 

This declaration gave occaſion to 
the leading perſons on both ſides to 
deliver their ſentiments, reſpecting 


the fo much defired coalition. Mr. 


Fox, after expreſſing his fincere 


wiſhes tor an union, again Injifted 


on the reſignation of the chancellor 
of the Exchequer, or at leaſt on his 
declaring that the preſent admini- 
{tration was virtually and ſubſtan. 
tially diſſolved, as an indiſpenſable 
preliminary ſtep. He did not fcru- 
ple, he ſaid, to avow his opinion, 
that the Houſe of Commons had, 


' and ought to have, a real and ſub- 


ſtantial nepative in the nomination 
of miniſters of ſtate : the conduct of 
the right honourable gentleman mi- 
litated directly againſt this poſition ; 
and therefore, however deſirable 


an union on almoſt any terms might 


be, yet he conceived it would be 
infinitely overbalanced by the miſ- 
chief cf eftzbliſhing a precedent, 
which, if purſued, would render the 


5 Houſe of Commons worſe than uſe- 
leſs. This ſacrifice to the conſtitu- 


tion, which had been ſo groſsly vio- 


lated, muſt be abſolutely required 


from him; all other points, Mr. 
Fox conceived, might be eaſily ad- 


Juſted, 


Mr. Pitt declared, that, for the 
reaſons already given by him, he 
could not recede from his former 
determination. He allowed, that 
no miniſter could in fact continue 
long in office that did not poſſeſs 
the confidence of that Houſe; but 
he denied that there were any con- 
ſtitutional means to force him to 
reſign. The proper method of ef- 
fecting his removal was by an ad- 
dreſs to the crown; till, in conſe- 
quence of ſuch a meaſure, the king 
ſhould think proper to remove him 
from his office, he held it neither 
illegal nor unconſtitutional to retain 
it, With regard to other and ſub- 
ordinate conſiderations, he conſeſſed 
that there might be perſons with 
whom he could not poſſibly bring 
himſelf to act, without forfeiting 
that character of conſiſtency which 
other gentlemen he thought had too 
much undervalued. If {uch perſons 
there were, and they would confer:t . 
to ſacrifice their views, and to re- 
move themſelves out of the way of 
union, he thought they would do 


themſelves honour, and merit the 


thanks of their country. 
Theſe alluſions called up lord 
North, to whom they were mani— 
feſtly pointed. He ſaid, that though 
he did not feel in himſelf the leatt 
diſpoſition to gratify the caprice or 
the unjuft prejudices of any indivi- 
dual ; yet, what he ſhould be un- 
willing to do for the right honour- 
able miniſter, he was willing and 
ready to do for his country. That 
if his pretenſions ſhould be deemed 
any obitacle to an union, he ſhould 
rejoice in removing it; but he ap- 
prehended that not himſelf, but the 

| | chancellor 
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chancellor of the Exchequer, ſtood 


zin the way of union, fince it ap- 
Peared that nothing was now want- 


ing tor that ſalutary end, but that 


the right horourable gentleman 


mould pay a juſt and dutiful reſpect 
to the reſolutions of that Houſe, by 
retiring from a ſituation which he 
both obtained and held on principles 
they had repeatedly condemned. 
The higheſt applauſes were be- 
flowed on lord North for his noble 


and diſintereſted conduct, particular- 


ly by the leaders cf the St, Alban's 
aſſembly, who called loudly on Mr. 
Pitt, but in vain, to yield to the 


. Prefling ex1gencies of his country. 


Notwithſtanding the diſcouraging 


circum ſtances Which appeared in the 


above debate, the aſſociated mem- 


bers ſtiil continued their endeavours 
to effect an union. 
their unanimous thanks to lord 
North and Mr. Fox tor their open, 


candid, and manly declarations of 
their willingnefſs to conciliate the 


D 


differences tubhliſting between the 


contending parties, and an expe- 
dient was at length ſuggeſted, which, 
without any conceflion of principle 


on either lie, but only a conceſſion 


of mode, it was hoped might lead 
to an amicable negotiation: this 
was, that the duke of Portland 


ſhould he requeſted by the king to 
have a conference with Mr. Pitt for 


the purpoſe of forming a new ad- 
miniſtration. 

This propoſition was acceded to; 
and a meſſage was accordi ingly ſent 
by Mr. Pitt to the duke, in which 
he acquainted him, that he was com- 
manded to ſignify to him ** his 
« majeſty's earneſt dJfire, that his 


«© grace ſhould have a perional con- 


© fc:ence with Mr. Pitt, for the 


5+ purpoſe of forming a new admi- 


They returned 


17 84-5. 
% niſtration on a wide baſis, and on 
fair and equal terms. 

This meſſage was perfectly ſatif. 
factory to the duke of Portland as 
to the mode propoſed, but he wiſh. 
ed to hade the terms of the meſſage 
perfectly underſtood between him 
and Mr. Pitt previous to the confe. 
rence. The word fair he had no 
objection to; it was a general term, 
and they might in framing the ar- 
rangement, mutually diſcuſs wha; 
each conſidered to be fair: but the 
word equal was a limited and ſpeci- 
hc term, and therefore he wiſhed to 
know trom Mr. Pict to what parti- 
cular obje& it was intended to be 


applied. It ſeemed to promiſe ſlen- 


der hopes of a real union, and had 
the appearance of forming an ar- 
rangement more on the idea of 
having equal numbers of each party 
in the cabinet, than on mutual con- 
haence and unit of principles. Mr. 
Pitt replied, that the word objected 
to would be beit explained at their 


conference, and declined all further 
preliminary diſcuſſions. Two other 


propoſals were offered by the duke 


of Portland; the firft, that he (ſhould 
be permitted to conſtrue the meſſage 


of Mr. Pitt to imply a virtual re- 


tignation; the ſecond, chat he might 


receive his majelly's commands re- 
lative to the conference fiom the 
ſovereign in peiſon: but they were 
both reiuſed. 

Thus ended all hopes of a co- 
alition of parties; and the meet- 
ing at the St. Alban's cloſed their 
efforts with declaring, That they 
& heard, with infinite concern, that 
« ali further progreſs towards an 
© union was prevented by a doubt 
<« reſpeCing a ſingle word; and that 


« they were unanimouſly of opidi— 


« On that! it would | be no diſhonour— 
- «© able 
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« able ſtep in either of the gentle- 

«© men to give way, and might be 

« highly advantageousto the public 
«& welfare.” It muſt, however, be 

confeſſed, that the attempt itſelf, 
though highly applauded in gene- 
ral, was conſidered by ſome as futile 
and abturd; that it did not promiſe 
any folid or permanent ſyſtem, and 
that it contributed in a confiderable 
degree, by inducing delay and in- 
deciſion, to aggravate the miſchief 


it was deſigned to remedy. 


"2th Feb. This day the chancel- 
ing aſked, previous to the conſide- 
ration of ſupply for the ſervice of 
the ordnance, whether he had any 
thing to communicate to the Houſe 
relative to the reſolutions that had 
been laid before the king, informed 
the Houſe, Thar his majeſty, af- 
ter a conſideration of all the cir- 
cumſtances of the country, had not 
thought proper to diſmiſs his miniſ- 
ters, and that his miniſters had not 
reſigned.“ | PE. 

his intimation brought on a 
long and warm debate. The at- 
tention of the Houſe was called to 
it in the moſt ſolemn manner. It 
was ſaid to be the firſt inſtance, ſince 
the Revolution, of a direct denial 


on the part of the crown to com- 
ply with the wiſhes of the Houſe of 


Commons; that it was the firſt 
time the Houſe had not reccived a 


gracious anſwer from a prince of 


the houſe of Brunſwick ; that it was 
A matter of melancholy, but moſt 


weighty conſideration, that perſons 


had been found capable of adviſing 
his majeſty to depart from the uni- 
form practice of his anceſtors, from 
that line of conduct under which the 
country had grown great, and rich, 
and mm mY and that an event 
lo new and alarmivg required, on 


lor of the exchequer be- 
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their part, a firm but moderate, a 


prudent but effeQual aſſertion of 


their privileges: that the power of 
granting or refuſing the ſupplies 
was the conſtitutional ſhield of their 
authority; and that to this, if it 
ſhould at laſt be found neceſſary, 
they were bound to kave reſort; but 
to avoid all imputation of raſhneſs 
or violence, and to leave his ma- 
jeſty's miniſters time to recollect 
themſelves, it was only propoſed to 
defer the report of the o:dnance 
eltimates tl! the Friday following. 
The mention of ring the ſup- 
plies was received by the other ſide 
of the Houle as a threat, which 
even the utmolt madneis of faction, 
it was ſaid, could not ſeriouſly de- 
ſign to execute. The very right 
of ſuch a refuſal was queſtioned. 
The exerciſe of this privilege, in 


former times, was founded on prin- 


ciples which, it was contended, did 
not now exiſt. The ſettled reve- 
nues of the crown were then ſuf- 
ficient for all the ordinary purpoſes 
of the executive government, with- 
out an annua! application to par- 
liament ; and it was only on extra- 
ordinary demands, ſuch as for the 
proſecution of wars diſapproved of 
by parliament, that the right of 
reſuſal was exerciſed ; whereas, in 
the preſent ſtate of our government, 
to deny the ordinary annual ſupply, 
would be, in fact, to diſſolve the 
whole fabric of government. \ 
The chancellor of the exchequer, 
without denying the right of re- 
fuling ſupplies in caſes of neceſſity, 
contented himſelt with appealing to 
the juſtice of the Houſe, whether 
his majeſty's refuſal to diſmiſs his 
miniſters, becauſe that Houſe had 
thought proper to condemn them 
without a trial, was a juſtifiable 
ground for the exerciſe of it. On 
the 


% 


92] ANNUAL REGISTER, 


the diviſion there appeared for poſt- 
poning the ſupplies 208, againſt 
it, 196. 
As the ſervice of the ordnance 
could not ſuffer any inconvenience 
by deferring from time to time 
the report on the eſtimates of that 
eſtabliſhment, it appears to have 
been the deiign of the leaders of 
oppoſition to have purſued that 
plan, as the moſt conſtitutional me- 
thod of giving effect to the reſolu- 
tions of the Houſe of Commons. 
On the other hand, the country 
gentlemen, though they had given 
up all hopes of effecting a coali- 
tion, and were extremely adverſe, 
on the ſame principles, to the con- 
tinuvance of the miniſters in office, 
yet they were not willing to ſupport 
a meaſure that had the ſmalleſt ap- 
pearance of puſhing matters to ex- 
tremities. It ſeems, therefore, to 
have been agreed on, as a ſort of 
compromiſe, that the ſupplies ſhould 
be ſuffered by oppoſition to proceed 
In their uſual courſe, and that the 
country party ſhould take the lead 
in endeavouring to effect a removal 
of the miniſtry by an application 


to the throne. = | 
An addreſs was ac- 
20d Feb. cordingly moved by Mr. 
Powis, to expreſs ** the reliance of 
* the Houſe on his majeſty's royal 
* wiſdom, that he would take ſuch 
« meaſures as might tend to give 
effect to the wiſhes of his faith- 
„ ful Commons, which had been 
«* already moſt humbly preſented 
*© to his majeſty,” —and to this it 
was afterwards, on the motion of 
Mr. Eden, agreed to add, „ by 
removing any obſtacle to the 
« formation of ſuch an admini(- 
ic tration as the Houſe has deſcrib- 
« ed to be requiſite in the preſent 


critical and arduous Rate of pub- 


reſult. 
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« lic affairs.” This addreſs waz 
carried by a majority of twenty- 
one. 

The Houſe of Lords, after the 
rejection of the India bill, as if ex. 
hauſted by fo unuſual an effort, be- 
held the ſtruggles and difſenſions of 
the Houle of Commons rather as a 
ſpectator, than as a part of the con- 
ſtitution deeply concerned in the 
In order to break through 
this ſilence, which at ſo critical a 
time, was neither calculated to ſup- 
port the dignity of the Houſe nor 
the intereſt of the miniſter, the earl 
of Effingham, on the 4th of Fe- 


bruary, moved two reſouutions in 


oppoſition to thoſe moved in the 
Houſe of Commons on the 24th of 
December and the 16th of Ja- 
nuary. 

Iſt. That an attempt on any 
one branch of the legiſflature, to 
{ſuſpend the execution of law, by 
ſeparately aſſuming to itſelf the di- 
rection of a diſcretionary power, 
which, by act of parliament, is 
velted in any body of men, to be 


exerciſed as they ſaall think expe- 


dient, is unconſtitutional. 

2d. That by the known prin- 
ciples of this conſtitution, the ua- 
doubted authority of appointing to 
the great offices of executive go- 
vernment was ſolely veſted in the 
king, and that that Houſe had every 


reaſon to place the firmeit reliance 


in his majeſty*s wiſdom in, the ex- 


erciſe of this prerogative.” “ 
Theſe counter reſolutions were 
objected to by the friends of the 
late miniſtry, as being in their na- 
ture productive of jealouly and ani- 
moſities between the two Houſes. 
With regard to the firſt, it was 
ſtated, that the Houle of Commons 
had a peculiar cognizance of all 
matters relating to the revenues, and 
that 
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that any interference of the Lords 
was a matter ever odjected to and 
diſallowed by the other Houſe, The 
ſecond reſolution was undoubtedly 
true, as an abſtract propoſition ; but 


if it was to lead to no coniequences, 


it was an idle waſte of words un- 
becoming their lordſhips? dignity 
if it was to be applied as a cenſure 
on the Houſe of Commons, the 
conſequences of it would be no other 
than diſcord between the two 


Houſes, aud a Ciffolution of parlia- 


ment. 
On the other hand the reſolutions 


were ſupported on this ground; that 


though any branch of the legifla- 
tare was empowered to declare its 
ſentiments on every ſubject, yet the 
reſolutions of the Houſe of Com- 
mons aſſuming in one inſtance di- 
rely to control a legal diſcretion- 
ary power, and in the other in- 
tringing upon the king's Preroga- 


tive, with a view to reftrain him 


from the choice of his own miniſters, 
the Houſe of Lords was called upon 
to expreſs its abhorrence of ſuch 
alarming proceedings. 


The reſolutions, after a ſhort de- 


bate, paſſed by a conſiderable ma- 
jority. | 7 
The Houſe of Commons ſuffered 


this attack on its reſolutions, with 


out being betrayed into any vio- 
leace or intemperance; and what 
at a more ſettled time might have 
been productive of the moſt pointed 
remonſtrances, was now proceeded 
in with much caution and forbear- 
ance. To come to an open rupture 
with the Lords at this critical junc- 
ture of affairs might afford a ſpeci- 
ous plea for a diſſolution of parlia- 
ment, and the Houſe accordingly 
contented itſelf with moving tor a 
© Committee to examine into the 
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vſage of either houſe of parliament 
in regard to the interpoling in the 
exerciſe of diſcretionary powers, 
veited in the ſervants of the crown, 
or in any body of men, for public 
pur poſes.“ A variety of precedents 
were ſelected and reported by this 
committee from the Journals of the 
Houſe of Commons, ſimilar to the 
reſolutions objected to by the Lords, 
and in conſequence of the report the 
Houſe paſled the fix following reſo - 
lutions: That the Houſe had not 
aſſumed to itſelf a right to ſuſpend 
the execution of the law :— [hat 
for them to declare their opinion 
reſpecting the exerciſe of any diſ- 


cretionary power, was conſtitutional, 


and agreeable to eſtabliſhed uſage : 
That it was a duty pecultarly in- 


cumbent upon them to watch over, 


and endeavour to prevent, the raſn 
and precipitate exerciſe of any 


power, which might be attended 


with danger to peblic credit and 
loſs to the revenue ;— That the 
reſolation of the 24th of December 


conſtituted a judicious and regular 


diſcharge of an indiſpenſable duty: 
— That had the Houle neglected to 
make a fimilar proviſion in the cri- 


tical ſi tuation of public affairs, they 
muſt have been reſponſible to their 


conſtituents for the moſt alarming 
conſequences : — and, That the 
Houſe would moderately and firmly 
aſſert their privileges, and perſevere 
in the conſcientious diſcharge of 
what they owed to the nation and 
to poſterity “ e 
On the 25th of February the ad- 
dreſs of the Commons was preſented 
to the king, and on the 27th the 
ſpeaker reported to the Houle his 
majeſty*s anſwer * ; in which, after 
aſſuring them of his earneſt deſire 
to put an end to the diviſions and 


* Sce State Papers, p. 310. 
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diſtractions of the country, and re- 
minding them of the recent endea- 


5 vours he had uſed for that purpoſe, 


he declares that he cannot ſee that 
it would in any degree be advanced 
by the diſmiſſion of thoſe at preſent 
in his ſervice. He obſerves, that 
no charge or complaint is ſuggeſted 
againſt his miniſters, vor is any one 
or more of them ſpecifically object- 
ed to; and, on the other hand, that 
numbers of his ſubjeRs had expreſſ- 
ed to hun the utmoſt ſatisfaction on 
the change of his councils. 
theſe circumſtances, he truſted the 
Houſe would not wiſh for the re- 
moval of his preſent miniſters, till 
there was ſome proipect that ſuch 
an union as had been called jor 
might be carried into effect. 
rſt March The conſideration of 
his majeſty's anſwer was 
deferred to the firſt of March, on 
which day a ſecond addreſs was or- 
dered to be prepared; in which, 
aſter acknowledging his majeſty's 


gracious endeayours to give effect 
to the object of their late reſolu- 


tions, they lament that the failure 
of thoſe endeavours ſhould be con- 
lidered as a final bar to the accom- 
pliſhment of ſo ſalutary and deſira- 
ble a purpoſe, and expreſs their 
concern and diſappointment that his 
majeſty had not been adviied to 

take any farther ſtep towards unit- 
ing in the public ſervice thoſe whoſe 
joint efforts recently appeared to 
his majeſty moſt capable of produc- 
ing ſo happy an effect: they repre- 
ſent that the Houſe, with all humi- 
lity, claims it as their right, and 


on every proper occaſion feels it to 


be their bounden duty, to adviſe 
his majeſty touching the exerciſe of 


any branch of his royal prerogative ; 


and, after ſtating the ſubſtance of 
their former reſolutions, the addreſs 
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concludes with declaring, “ That 
as his majeſty's faithful Commons, 
upon the matureſt deliberation, can- 
not but conſider the continuance of 
the preſent miniſters as an inſur. 
mountable obſtacle to his majeſty's 


gracious purpoſe to comply with 


their wiſhes, in the formation of 
ſuch an adminiltration as his ma- 
jeſty, in concurrence with the una- 
nimous reſolution of this Houſe, 
ſeems to think requiſite ia the pre- 
ſent exigencies of the country, they 
fee] themſelves bound to remaia 
firm in the wiſh expreiled to his ma- 
jeſty in their late humble addreſs ; 
and do therefore find themſelves 
obliged again to beſeech his ma- 
jelly. that he would be gracioully 


pleaſed to Jay the foundation of a 


irons and ſtable government, by 
the previous removal of his preſent 
miniſters,*? 

The neceſſity of preſenting this 
addreſs was inferred from the evi- 
dence that had appeared of a ſettled 
plan, formed by the ſecret adviſers 
of the crown, for- degrading the 


weight and importance of the Houſe 


of Commons, by deſtroying that con- 
fidence which the people ought na- 
turally to repoſe in their repreſen- 


tatives. Previous to the year 1782, 


this object was purſued through the 
means of a corrupt influence within 
the Houſe, exerciſed in the ſupport 
of certain miniſters and of certain 
meaſures odious to the nation at 
large. 


ſcorn and neglect, andit was ſtrongly 
maintained, that in the Houſe of 
Commons only was the ſenſe of the 
people to be collected. But when 
by the bill, called Mr, Burke's 
bill, and other acts, that paſſed in 
the year 1782, the influence of the 
crown in that Houſe was almoſt en- 


tirely 


At this time the petitions. 
of the people were treated with 
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tirely deſtroyed, 1t became necel- 
ſary to have reſort to other princt- 
ples. The Houſe of Commons was 
now to be degraded, and its reſolu- 
tions to be deſpiſed and trampled 


on; and the people were artiully. 


incited to appeal from the natural 
guardians of their liberties to the 
very power, againſt the encroach- 
ments of which they were inſtituted 
to protect them. 


Three points in his majeſty's an- 


{wer to the laſt addreſs were parti- 
cularly animadverted upon. The 
firſt, © That no charge or com- 
plaint had been ſuggeſted agaĩnſt his 
miniſters.” On this it was remark- 
ed, that the charge obvioully im- 
plied againſt the preſent miniſters 
being, their not poſſeſſing the con- 
fidence of that Houle, his majeſty 
had therein been adviſed to declare, 
© that he did not conſider ſuch a 
want of confidence as any diſquali- 
fication for the public ſervice The 
2cond was, That numbers of bis 


ſubje&s had expreſſed their ſatifac- 


tion at the changes he had made in 
his councils.” This was objected 
to, as leading to a moſt alarming 
innovation in the conſtitution : it 
was proved, from examples in the 
reign of James the ſecond, that ad- 
dreſſes might be procured in ſup- 
port of meaſures of the moſt dan- 
gerous tendency ; and it was con- 
tended, that to ſuffer miniſters to 
appeal, at their own option, either 
from parliament to the people at 
large, or from the people to their 
repreſentatives, would be to eſta- 
bliſh a precedent ſubverſive of the 
very form as well as eſſence of the 
conſtitution. — Thirdly, it was tated 
in the anſwer, That his majeſty 


could not diſmiſs his preſent miniſ- 
ters until he ſaw a proſpect of ſuch 
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an union as the Houſe had recom- 
mended,” The oniy obitacle, it 
was ſaid, that ſtood in the way of 
ſuch an union, was the cou inuance 
of thote miniſters jn office ; thts had 
been expreſsly voted by the Houſe, 
and therefore it was a mockery to 
hold out that object as the reaſon 
for retaining them, which could 
only be obtained by their diſmiſ- 
ſion. | 

In anſwer to theſe obſervations, 
the advocates of adminiſtration in- 
ited principally on the ſmallneſs 
of the majority by wich the reſo- 
lutions of the Houſe had been car» 
ricd, and on the growing popularity 
of the miniſters abroad. The ne- 
ceſity of reſiſting anyencroachment 
upon the prerogative of the crown 
was allo ſtrongly urged, and of pre- 
ſerving that balance in the ſeveral 
branches cf the legiſlature, to which 
the beauty, the permanence, and 
ali the envied advantages of the 
Britiſh conſtitution were aſcribed. 
— The addreſs was carried by a 

ajority of twelve. | | 

On the fourth the addreſs was 
preſented to the king, and an 
aniwer returned to the following 
effect: | 

« Gentlemen, 

« | have already expreſſed to 
you how ſenfible I am of the ad- 
vantages to be derived from ſuch 
an adminiſtration as was pointed 
out in your unanimous reſolution ; 
and I aſſured you, that I was de- 
firons of taking every ſtep moſt - 
conducive to ſuch an object. yy 

© J remain in the fame ſenti- 
ments; but I continue equally con- 
vinced, that it is an object not 
likely to be obtained by the diſmiſ- 
ſion of my preſent miniſters. | 

«© I muſt repeat, that no charge, 


or 
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or complaint, nor any ſpecific ob- 
Jeciqn, i is yet made agalalt any of 

m. 

If there were any ſuch ground 
for their removal at prelent, it ought 
to be equally a reaſon for not ad- 
mitting them as a part of that ex- 
tended and uvited adminittration. 
you ſtate to be requilite. 

I did not conſider the failure 
of my recent endeavours as a fibal 
bar to the accompliſhment of the 
purpoſe which I had in view, if it 
could have been attained cn thoſe 
principles of fairneſs and equality, 
without which it can neither be 
honourable to thoſe who are con- 
cerned, nor lay the foundation of 


fach a ſtrong and ſtable govern- 


ment as may be of laſting advan- 
rage to the country; bu: 1 know of 
no farther Reps which | can take, 
that are likely to remove the diffi- 
culties which obſtruct that deſirable 
end. 

«© T have never called in queſtion 
the right of my faithful Commons 


to offer me their advice on every 
proper occaſion, touching the exer- 


cue of any branch of my preroga- 
tive. I ſlall be ready, at all times, 


to receive, and give it the molt at- 


tentive conſideration: they will 
ever find me diſpoſed to ſhew my 


regard to the true principles of the 


conſtitution, and to take ſuch mea- 
{ures as may beſt conduce to the 
tatis faction and proſperity of my 
people.“ 

The con ſderation of the ar ſu er 
was deferred to the eighth of March, 
when the following repreſentation 
was ordered to be preſented to the 


king 


60 That an humble repreſentation 


be preſented to his majeſty, moſt 


humbly to teſtify the ſurprize and af- 
A:Qion of this Houſe on receiving the 
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anſwer which his majeſty's miniſters 
have adviſed to the dutiſul and ſea- 
ſonable addreſs of this Houle, con- 
cerning one of the moſt important 
acts of his majeſty's government. 

«« To expreſs our concern, that 
when his majeſly's paternal good- 
nets has graciouſly inclined his ma- 
jeſty to be ſenſible of the advantage 
to be derived from fuch an adminiſ- 
tration as was pointed out in our 
reſolution, his majeſty ſhould ſtill be 
induced to prefer the opinions of in- 
dividuals to the repeated advice of 
the repreſentatives of his people in 
pariiament aſiembled, with reſpe& 
tothe means of obtaining to deſira- 
ble an end. 


« To repreſent to his majely 


that a preference of this nature is 


as injurious to the true intereſts of 
the crown, as it is wholly repugnant 
to the ſpirit of our free conſtitu— 
tion; 5 that ſyſtems founded on ſuch 

a preference are not in truth entire- 
ly new in this country; that they 
have been the ee e features 
of thole unfortunate reigns, the 


maxims of which are now juſtly and 


univerſally expleded 3 while his 
majeſty and his royal progenitors 
have been fixed in the hearts of 


their people, and have commanded - 


the reſpect and admiration of all 
the nations of the earth, dy a con- 
ſtant and uniform attention to the 


advice of their Commens, however 


adverſe ſuch advice may have been 
to the opinions of the executive ſer- 
vants of the crown. 


« 'To aſſure his majeſty that v we 


neither have diſputed, nor mean, 
in any inſtance, to diſpute, much 
leis to deny, his majeſty's undoubt- 
ed prerogative of appointing to the 
executive 
ſons as to his majeſty's wiſdem 
ſhall ſeem meet: but, at the ſam? 

time 


flices of ſtate ſuch per- 


4c 
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time, that we muſt, with all hu- 
mility, again ſubmit to his ma- 
jeſty's royal wiſdom, that no admi- 
niſtration, however legally appoint- 
ed, can ſerve his majelty and the 
public with effect which does not 
enjoy the confidence of this Houle : 
that in his majeſty's prefent ad- 
miniſtration we cannot confide: the 
circumſtances under which it was 
conſtituted, and the grounds upon 


which it continues, have created 


juſt ſuſpicions in the breaſts of his 
faithful commons, that principles 
are adopted, and views entertained, 
unfriendly to the privileges of this 
Hoaſe, and to the freedom of our 
excellent conſtitution; that 
have made no charge againſt any 
of them, becauſe it is their remova!, 
aud not their puniſhment, which 
we have deſired; and that we hum- 


bly conceive we are warranted, by 


the ancient uſage of this Houſe, to 
deſire uch removal without making 
any charge whatever; that confi- 
dence may be very prudently with; 
held, where no criminal proceſs 
can be properly inſtituted : that al- 
though we have made no criminal 
charge againſt any individual of his 
majeſty's miniſters, yet, with all 
humility, we do conceive, that we 
have ſtated to his majeſty very diſ- 
tin objections, and very forcible 
reaſons, apainſt their continuance: 


that wich regard to the propriety. 


of admitting either the preſent mi- 
niſters, or any other perſons, as a 
part of that extended and united 
adminiftration, which his majeſty, 
in concurrence with the ſentiments 
of this Houſe, conſiders as requi- 
lite; it is a point upon which we 
are too well acquainted with the 
bounds of our duty, to preſume to 
offer any advice to his majeſty ; 
well knowing. it to be the undoubt- 
ed prerogative of his majeſty to ap- 
Vor. XXVII. 


that 
we 


point his miniſters without any 
pzgevious advice from either houſe 
of parliament; and our duty hum- 
bly to offer to his majeſt our ad- 
vice, when inch appointments ſhall 
appear to us to be prejudicial to the 
public service. 

% To acknowledge, with grati- 
tude, his majeſty s goodneſs, in not 
conſidering the failure ol his recent 
endeavours as a final bar to the ac- 
co plichment of the gracious pur- 
poſe which his majeſty has in view, 
and to expreſs the g cat concern 
and mortification with which we 
find ourlelves obliged to declare, 
the conſolation which we 
ih uld naturally have derived from 
his majeſty's mot gracious diſpoſi- 
tion, is conſiderably abated by un- 
derſtanding that his mejeſty's ad- 
viſers have not thought fit io ſug- 
geſt to his majeſty any farther ſteps 
to remove the difficulties which ob- 
ſtrudt ſo deſirable an end. RE 
„To recal to his majeſty's re- 
collection, that his faithful com- 
mons have already ſubmitted to 
his majeſty, moſt humbly, but moſt 
diſtinctly, their opinion upon this 
ſubject; that they can have no in- 
tereſts but thoſe of his majeſty and 
of their conſtituents; whereas it is 
needleſs to ſuggeſt to his majeſty's 
wiſdom and diicernment, that in- 
dividual adviſers may be actuated 


by very different motives. 


«« To expreſs our moſt nnfeigned 
gratitude for his majeſty's royal aſ- 
inrances that he does not call in 
queſtion the right of this Houſe to 
offer their advice to his majeſty on 
every proper occaſion, touching the 
exerciſe of any branch of his royal 
prerogative, and of his majeſty's 
readineſs, at all times, to receive 
ſuch advice, and to give it the moſt 
attentive conſideration. 

To declare that we recognize 


—— 
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in theſe gracious expreſſions thoſe 
excellent and conſtitutional ſenti— 
ments, which we have ever been 
accuſtomed to hear from the throne 
fince the glorious æra of the revo- 
lution, and which have peculiarly 
characterized his majeſty, and the 
princes of his illuſtrious - houle ; 
but to lament that theſe molt gra- 
eious expreſſions, while they in- 
ſpire us with additional affection 
and gratitude towards his majeſty's 
royal perſon, do not a little con- 
tribute to increaſe our ſuſpicions of 


thoſe men who have adviſed his 


majeſty, in direct contradiction to 
thele aſſurances, to neglect the ad- 
vice of his commons, and to retain 
in his ſervice an adminiſtration, 
whole continuance in office we have 
10 repeatedly and ſo diitintly con- 
demned. | 85 

To repreſent to his majeſty, 
that it has anciently been the prac- 
rice of this Hovſe to withhold ſup- 
plies until grievances were re- 
dreſſed; and that if we were to 
follow this courſe in the preſent 
eonjuncture, we ſhould be war- 
ranted in our proceeding, as well 
by the moiſt approved precedents, 
as by the ſpirit of the conſtitution 
itſelf; but if, in conſideration of 
the very peculiar exigencies of the 
times, we ſhould be induced to 
wave for the preſent the exerciſe, 
in this inftance, of cur nndoubted 
legal and conitituticnal mode of 
obtaining redrels, that we humbly 
implore his majeſty not to impute 
our forbearance to any want of 
fiacerity in our complaints, or diſ- 
truſt in the juſtice of our cauſe. 

«« That we know, and are ſure, 
that the proſperity of his majeſty's 
dominions in former times has 
been, under Divine Providence, 
owing to the harmony which has 


for near a century prevailed unin- 
terruptedly between the crown and 
this houle. That we are convinced 
that there is no way to extricate 


this country from its preſent dif- 


hculties, but by purſuing the ſame 
{yſtem to which we have been in- 
debted at various periods of our 
hiſtory for our ſucceſſcs abroad, 
and which is at all times ſo neceſ- 
ſary for our tranquillity at home, 
That we feel the continuance of 
the prefent adminiſtration to be an 
innovation upon that happy ſyſtem. 
That we cannot but expect, 
from their exiſtence under the diſ- 
pleaſure of this Houſe, every mif- 
tortune naturally incident to a weak 
and diſtracted government; that if 
we had concealed from his majeſty 
our honeſt ſentiments upon this im- 


portant criſis, we ſhould have been 
in ſome degree reſponſible for the 


miſchiefs which are but too certain 
to enſue. | | 

„% That we have done our duty 
to his majeſty and our conſtituents 
in pointing out the evil, and in 
humbly imploring redreſs: that the 
blame and reſponſibility muſt now 
lie wholly upon thoſe who have 
preſumed to adviſe his majeſty to 
act in contradiction to the uniform 
maxims which have hitherto go- 
verned the conduct of his majeſty, 
as well as every other prince of bi; 
illuſtrious houſe; upon thoſe who 
have diſregarded the opinions, and 
neglected the admonitions of the 
repreſcntatives of his people, and 
who have thereby attempted to {et 
up a new ſyſtem of executive admi- 
niſtration, which, wanting the con- 
fidence of this Houſe, and acting in 
defiance to our reſolutions, mul 
prove at once inadequate, by its 


1nefficiency, to the neceſſary objeQs 


of government, and dangerous, b) 
| | its 


its example, to the liberties of the 
people.“ 1 75 p 

This repreſentation was the laſt 
effort made by oppoſition, and was 
carried only by a majority of 191 
| to 190. If we conſider all the cir- 
cumſtances of this extraordinary 
| conteſt, it cannot but appear ſur- 
prizing that ſo few inſtances ſhpuld 
| have happened of defection to the 
court party. The fixed determina- 
| tion that appeared early in the court 
to ſupport the new adminiſtration, 
at all hazards; the terrors of a 
diſſolution; a perſeverance in the 
| miniſter, inſenſible to conſequences; 
| the violent prejudices entertained 
without doors, and the cautious and 


my, 5 & 01'w 


| within, afforded no doubtful pre- 
| ſages of the event. To a convic- 
tion of the juſtice and importance 
ce of the cauſe in which they were 


— 


a engaged, we are bound in candour 


to attribute this ſteadineſs, in part; 


y and ſome ſhare of it may probably 
iS be aſcribed to a high rival ſenſe of 
n honour in the ſeveral members of 
ie, the coalition, defirous of reſcuing. 


W that meaſure from the odium of its 


e being founded merely on ſelfiſh and 
to intereſted deſigns. 
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indeciſive conduct of oppoſition 


On the tenth of 
roth March. 1 ch the mutioy bill 
paſſed without a diviſfion,—A ge- 
neral report now prevailed, that 
parliament was to be immedrately 
diſſolved.— All the ſupplies had 
been regularly voted, to the amount 
of near ten millions, but, with the 
exception of the land and malt tax 
bills, no money had been raiſed or 


appropriated to ſpecific ſervices. 


It was, however, contenced, that 
the voting of the ſupplies would be a 
ſufficient juſtification to the miniſtry 
for iſſuing money for the neceſſary 
expenditure of government. On the 
other ſide ĩt was urged, that the Houſe 
having reſolved that ſuch iſſuing of 
the public money would be ſubver- 
five of the conſtitution, and an high 
crime and miſdemeanor, no. plea 
of neceſlity could be available, ſince 
the emergency would be wilfully 
created by thoſe who ſhould advite 
his majeſty to diſſolve the parlia- 
ment. The moſt pointed perſona- 
lities were addreſſed to Mr. Pitt on 
this ſubject, but in vain; he per- 
ſevered in an abſolute refuſal to 
diſcuſs the points at all; and on the 
24th of March the parliament was 
prorogued, and the day following 
diſſolved by proclamation *,. 


ID Le * See State Papers, p. [315. 
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CHAP. vil. 


chin of the Emperor upon Holland. Unfortunate fituation of the affairs of 


the Republic through the violence of parties and internal diſſenſion. Cen. 


tinual attempts by the republican faction to abridge the Stadtholder'; 


Hboaber, and attacks upon the duke of Brunſwick. That prince reſigns his 


great offices, and quits the country. Interference of the King of Prujſia in 
behaif of the Prince Stadtholder. France obtains an unbounded influence 
in the aſtairs of the Republic. Plenipotentiaries ſent to Bruſjels to accon- 
modate the differences with the Emperor. Auſtrian troops take poſjeſſion if 
Old Lillo, and commit other wiolations 7 the territorial rights of the Re- 
public. France accepts the office of mediation between Holland and the 
Emperor. Diſpute occaſioned by a Flemiſh boatman on the Schelde. En- 


peror s ultimatum preſented at Bruſſels. Three new and extraordinary 


demands added to the former ultimatum. Appearances of an immediate 
rupture at the commencement of the autumn 1784. Declaration by tht 


Emperor's miniſter, that the firſt ſhot fired upon the Schelde ſhould be conji- 


' Wered as a declaration of war, Some account of the nature of the claims, 


and of the reaſons and arguments offered en both fides; with a particular 
regard to the diſpute relative to the Schelde, State of the claim upon Ma- 


 frieht, Imperial weſſel fired at and ſtopped upon the Schelde, Imperial 


ambaſſador recalled from the Hague, and the conferences broken uf at 


Bruſſels. Preparations for war on both ſides. Exertions of public ſpirit 


-* 


by individuals in Holland. States apply to France for à general Count 
de Maillebois deputed"to that appointment. Endeavours to prevent or divert 
the florm. French monarch expoftulaies with the Emperor. Dyke brazh 
by the Dutch near Lillo, and the country laid under water. Inflexibilig 
of the Emperor with reſpe&# to the Schelde. Ruſſia takes a decided part 
in favour of the Emperor's claims. Tealouſy excited by the confederacy of 
theſe two great powers, Political cauſes which rendered it particulary 
incumbent on France and Pruſſia to protect Holland. Prince Henry of 


Pruſſia's wifit to the court of Verſailles, Porte attentive to the ſtate of 
affairs in Europe, and in readineſs to profit of any occaſion of advantag! 


ewhich might be offered, Movements and preparations in France. General 
diſpoſition of that nation with reſpect to the war. Diſadvantages b 
which the Emperor would be expoſed in the proſecution of a war in the Lob 


- Countries. Doubtful and critical ſtate of public affairs in Europe at tit 


cle of the year 1784. 


HEN the affairs of his exerciſe of the emperor's political 
Eaſtern neighbours afforded activity on that fide, no time 945 


no farther immediate ſcope to the laſt in its direction to other 


2 — moe 
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more remote objects. The ſeizing 
or recovery of the Dutch batrier 
formed only an opening to what 
was farther intended on that fide 
and through all the buſtle and pre- 

aration of war that appeared on the 
Punks, the court of Bruſſels ferved 
a3 a conſtant monitor to the ſtates 
of the United Provinzes, in remind- 
ing them, that many other matters 
of ſerious conſideration remained 
fill to be ſettled with that mo- 


narch. 


Such a continual intermixture 
and fluctuation of limits as una- 
voidably took place through all 
the viciffitudes of peace and war, 
alliance and enmity, that had for- 
merly ſo long prevailed between 
Spain and Holland, being farther 
involved and perplexed by the cir- 
cumſtances of the ſucceſſion war, 
by the new engagements contracted 


between the republic and the Ger- 


man branch of the houſe of Auſtria 
upon the ſubſequent transfer of ter- 
titory, and by that ſingular fort of 
mixed dominion which both retain- 
ed for ſo many years in the Nether- 
lands, did neceſſarily leave behind 
much open room for litigation ; nor 


indeed could plauſible grounds for 
ſetting up new claims, or for queſ- 


tioning the validity of old titles, 
ever be exhauſted in ſuch circum- 
ſtances. Independent, however, of 
theſe cauſes, artificial limits in con- 
fined countries, where ſmall objects 
are of importance, muſt neceſſarily 
be more fruitful of contention than 
thoſe boundaries of nations which 
are thrown out upon a large ſcale, 
and ſtrongly marked by the hand of 
nature, 

The emperor was, it might be 
faid, legally armed at all points 

\ 


upon this occaſion. His aſſumption 
of being Heir-general to all the 
Tights, titles, or demands, which 
ever had, or might have been 
aſſerted by the Spaniſh branch of 
the houſe of Auſtria, as well as by 
his own immediate line, together 
with his acting as repreſentative 
for the people of the different dif- 
tricts, which he poſſcfſed under the 
various titles of duke, count, or 
lord, furniſhed him with a number 


of diftin& claims, which were the 


more inexhauſtible, as no limitation 
of time, nor argument founded on 
preſcription, was likely to operate 
againſt ſo powerful a claimant, 
Articles of forage, which had been 
ſupplied by ſome diſtricts in the 


| ſucceſſion war, and the contribu- 


tions which had been levied on 
others, were now brought forward 


as ſtanding matters of account to 


be ſettled and diſcharged; and, if 

we are not miſtaken, the wars even 
of the preceding century afforded 
ſome preſent ſubjects of demand. 


But of all the claims now ſet up, 


that upon the city and country of 
Maſtricht ſeemed to be the beſt 


founded, and was by far the moſt 


diſtreſſing to Holland. | 

At the ſame time, the affairs of 
the republic were in fo unfortunate 
a ſituation, that they ſcarcely could 
have failed, at any period of time, 


or under any circumſtęnces of neigh- 


bourhood, to have drawn aer . 
unexpected claims and extraordt- 
nary demands. The termination 


of the war with England had only 
afforded a ceſſation of immediate 
evil and danger to Holland; for 
the peace had neither reſtored vi- 
gour or unanimity at home, nor re- 
| On 
the 


putatiun or importance abroad. 
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the contrary, their civil diſſenſions 
were every day increaſing in mag- 
nitude and virulence ; fo that there 
ſcarcely ſeemed a hope of any re- 
medy, that would not at leaſt prove 
as dangerous as the diſeaſe. The 
protection and apparent ſervices 
which they had received from 
France during the war, had thrown 
into the hands of that power an evi- 
dent preponderancy in all the af- 
fairs of the republic; and that in- 
fluence being unceaſingly, though 
covertly exerted, in ſupport of the 
old Loveſtein, or republican faction, 
of which the French intereſt in Hol- 
land, for the moſt part, and at 
moſt times conſiſted, and whoſe 
members were the hereditary ene- 
mies of the ſtadtholderian ſyſtem of 
government, as well as of the 
Orange family, it was now become 
ſo ſtrong, that no ſufficient coun- 
terpoile remained in the ſlate, to 
reſtrain the exceſs and violence in- 
cident to the predominance of po- 
litical parties. | 

As a prelude and neceſſary open- 
ing to the completion of their de- 
ſigns in reducing the authority and 
abridging the prerogatives of the 
ſtadtholder, this ariſtocratic party 
(which, independent of foreign 
ſupport, and however controuled or 
apparently reduced at particular pe- 
riods, ever retained no ſmall de- 

ree of inherent power in the re- 
public) had determined on the re- 
moval of the prince Lewis, duke of 
Brunſwick Wolfenbuttle, and field. 
marſhal of the Dutch forces, who 
having been the ſladtholder's guar- 
dian and repreſentative during his 
minority, had thereby long poſſeſſed 
the efficient powers of the ſtate. 


The conſideration that the eminent 


poſts which he held were the re. 
wards of long ſervices and expe. 


rienced ability, had little effect in 


controuling the animoſity of his ad. 
verſaries; and though this prince 
had diſcharged all the high truſt 
which had been repoſed in him, in 
a manner which merited and had 
actually obtained the greateſt public 
applauſe; yet, in ſeaſons of jealouly 
and ſuſpicion, the diſcontents that 
accummulated in the long poſſeſſion 
of power, and the heats of popular 
diſſenſion, quite overbore all opi- 
nion of paſt merits, and rendered 
ſuperior capacity and ability rather 
objects of terror than of reverence or 
affection. The oppoſite party had 
carried on a long war of public and 
private invective againſt his con- 
duct and deſigns, and did not ſcruple 


openly to attribute to his counſels 


and influence with the ſtadtholder, 
certain deep- laid and dangerous 
ſchemes, which, as they aſſerted, 


were formed for the ſubverſion of 


the conſtitution, and the eſtabliſl- 
ment of a tyranny upon the ruins of 
chene 5-5 | 
The duke had long endured, with 
admirable temper and magnant- 
mity, a courſe of unceaſing te- 
proach and abuſe; but finding that 
the prevalence of his enemies was 
becoming every day more decided, 
and that their inveteracy proceeded 
ſo far as to hold him out to the pub» 


lic as the common enemy of the 


ſtate and country, he thought it 
wiſe or neceſſary to give way to the 
torrent, as a means of allaying the 
public fever, and reſtoring tranquil- 
lity to the ſtadtholder's govern- 
ment, whoſe intereſts only connected 
him with the republic. The duke 
of Brunſwick accordingly wrote 3 


letter 
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letter tothe ſtates-general, in which, 
after ſome ſhort reference to the 
approbation which his conduct, dur- 
ing thirty-two years {pent in their 
ſervice, had heretotore, in ſeaſons 
of peace and union, happily receiv- 
ed, he recurred to the continual 
troubles which he had experienced, 
and the numberleſs attacks which 
had been made upon him du ing 
the lait four years; theſe he aſſign- 
ed as the cauſe, together with the 
indifference to his injuries ſhewn by 
the ſtates themſelves, in refuſing to 
grant him that opportunity which 
he had frequently claimed, of pub- 
licly refuting thoſe charges and 
calumnies which had been raiſed 
againſt him, for his then reſigning 
all the offices that he held under the 


ſtate, and diſcharging himſelf from 


all obligations and engagements of 
fidelity to the republic. 

While the republic was thus de- 
pnving itſelf of the ſccurny to be 
derived from thoſe talents and expe- 
rience on which it had fo long re- 
lied, its fituation became daily 
more critical with its great neigh- 
bour the king of Pruſſia, who was 
naturally and politically its friend 
and protector. Excluſive of his near 
affinity with the prince ſtadtholder, 
it would have been entirely contrary 
to his views and intereſts, cloſely 
connected as he was with them in 
all the relations of neighbourhood 


and alliance, that any conſiderable 


revolution ſhould take place in the 
actual conſtitution of the republic; 
yet ſuch was the impetyoſity of the 
domineering party, that the reite- 
rated remonſtrances and powerful 
interference of that monarch ſeem- 
ed to have but little weight, whe- 
ther in reſtraining perſonal impu- 
kätjons on the ſtadtholder, or po- 


Los 
litical attempts on his autho- 
rity. . 
In the mean time, the republican 
party were every where forming 
military aſſociations, and, under 
the term of volunteers, and the 
oſtenſible motives of public de- 
fence, were in ſerious preparation 
for a civil war; nor was the oppo- 
ſite or Orange party, however 1n- 
ferior 1n power, if not in number, 


at all deficient in point of violence 


and animoſity. Thus lamentably 
torn to pieces, and convulſed in all 
its members, the circumſtinces and 
condition of the republic could not, 
under any known diſpenſation of 
things among ſtates, but have at- 
tracted the views, and excited the 
enterprize of powerful and ambi- 
tious neighbours. 5 

A dangerous refuge, however, 
remained, and in this ſituation was 
eagerly graſped at; for France hav- 
ing, as we have ſeen, through the 
violence of parties, and the colliſion 
of jarring views and intereſts, ac- 
companied by a ſeries of unexpected 
and ſingular events, but all tending 
to the ſame concluſion; obtained an 
unbounded induence in the affairs 
of the republic, it identified their 
intereſts ſo much, that ſhe was bound 
by every principle of policy to 
counteract the deſigns of others, 
and to afford her protection at what- 
ever riſque or expence. This was 
affording every thing that the art- 
ſtocratical party could wiſh ; the 
fate would be protected from dan- 
ger Without, while they were at 
leiſure to new model the intgrnal 
government, | 

This peculiar ſituation of affairs 
between France and Holland, did 
not ſeem in any degree to operate 
upon the conduct of the emperor, 
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friendſhip and cloſeneſs of alliance 
between him and trance, than older 
politicians would have been inclin- 
ed to do upon the faith of any na- 
tional connection, when that faith 


Was to be put to the teſt by ſupe- 


rior intereſts and temptation. That 
prince, indeed, appeared to be fo 
ſecure of his object, that he ſeemed 
to depart, upon this occaſion, in 
ſome meiſure from his general cha- 
rater; and the court of Vienna 


was obicrved, in all its tranfactions 


with the republic, to reſume that 
high tone and pe:emptory haughti- 
nets, which the prevalence of a taſte 
more conformable to the uncertain 
tenure of haman power had brought 
into diſuſe; but what had indeed 
characterized the houſe of Auſtria, 


even in thoſe untoward ſeaſons, in 


whichhaughtineſs ſee med lomething 
more axin to magnanimity, 
The ftates-general finding them- 


ſelves involved in demands of which 


they knew not the direct aim nor 
full extent, thought it prudent to 
ſubmit to neceſſity; and, in a con- 


teſt with ſo powerful an adverſary, 


by giving up forms, to manifeſt a 
conciliatory diſpo':tion ; and, under 
\..-1__ x theſe impreſſions, they 
Ap 21k ſent e en te 
1784. fies to Bruſſels, furniſh- 
ed wich ſuch powers as could yet 
appear neceſlary for an amicable 
adjuſtment of all differences with 
that court. . 
With theſe pacific diſpoſitions, fo 
fully diſpiayed on their own fide, 
and in the very act of conceſſion, it 


could not but excite their aſtoniſh- 


ment and diſmay, to find that the 
night after the arrival of their ple- 
nipotentiaries in that city, ſhould 
have been choſen on the other, for 


the commiſſion of an act of open vio- 
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who, perhaps, built more upon the 


lence and hoſtility: for on that night, 
without previous declaration or no- 
tice, a ſmall detachment of Auſtrian 
foot, with four field- pieces, entered 
the territories of the republic, and 
took poſſeſſion of the fort of Old 
Lillo. It is true, indeed, that this 
was a place of little conſequence or 
value, for that it had been ſo en- 
tirely neglected ſince the conſtrue- 
tion of the tortreſs of New Lillo 
near it, that it was not only without 
artillery or garriſon, but the gover- 
no: of the latter had converted the 
interior ground into a kitchen- 
garden. The ſeizing it, however, 
in this manner, was lets a violation 
of territorial right, than if it had 
been a place of greater importance; 
and it ſeemed the leſs to he ac- 
counted jor, that in a map of the 


Netherlands, which had been con- 


ſtructed ſo late as the year 1778, 
under the immediate orders of the 
court of Vienna, that place had been 
marked as lying within the Dutch 
limits. | | 
The cauſe of alarm did not ref 
here; for in little more than a 
week after, when the negotiations 
were actually commenced, and the 
Dutch miniſters appeared evidently 
diſpoſed to give all reaſonable ſa- 
tisfaction with reſpect to the em- 
peror's claims, a detachment of Au- 
ſtrian dragoons advanced in like 
manner to a place called Hartog 


Eyk, near Heerle, where they de- 


moliſhed the barriers, pulled down 
the Dutch flag from the cuſtom- 
houſe, and charged the receiver of 
that department, in the name of 
his imperial majeſty, not to obey 
or execute any orders from the re- 
gency of Heerle, who were his le- 
gal and natural maſters, nor to re- 
ceive from' any perſon whatever 
any money upon account or pre- 
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| neſs charged to 


tence of toll or daty; threatening, 
jn cale of difobedience, to ſend him 
hound hand and foot to the next 
Avuitrian garriſon, N 

such violent proceedings, at ſuch 
a ſcaſon, and under ſuch circum- 
faces, certainly augured no friend- 


accel-rate the motions of the ne- 
gotiators, and to correct the conſti- 
tutional phlegm and habitual flow- 
their country. 
Howe er that was, the ſtates un- 


| doubtecly could not but ſorely feel 


the dezraded circumſtances of their 
ſituation, and the deplorable change 
which a few years had produced in 


| their aFairs, as well as in their 
| rank and character with other na- 


tions. 

Theſe hoſtile tranſactions occa- 
fioned an univerſal alarm in Hol- 
land. Haſty meaſures were adopt- 


| ed tor ſecuring the frontiers from 


immediate danger, at leaſt from any 


confiderable loſs, impracticable as 


it was to preſerve them entirely 
from inſult. Such regiments of 


horſe and foot as were next to hand 


were immediately diſpatched to 
Maſtricnt, not only as a place of 
the firſt importance, but as an 
odject kuown to be particularly 
aimed at, Other troops were or- 
dered from different quarters to 
reinforce thoſe garriſons or poſts 
watch were moſt expoſed, or deem. 


ed to be of greateſt conſequence. 


But even in this moment of diſmay 
and apparent danger, when the 
public ſafety might have depended 


ſo much upon the celerity of move- 


ment and promptneſs of deſign and 


ation, the meaſures of defence were 


the executive power. 


Iy or conciliatory diſpoſitions on 
the part of the court of Bruſfels, 
anleſs, indeed, it could be ſuppoſed 
that they were merely intended to 
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obſtructed by the diſputes between 
the ſtates and the prince ſtadtholder, 
relative to the rights or limits of 
Such being 
the fatality of civil diſſenſions, chat 
they frequently render the citizen 
obiuſe and deaf to the moſt immi- 
nent public dangers. 
The ſtates had previouſly ſolicit- 
ed the French king, who was now 
their only refuge, for his friendly 
interpoſition with his brother-1n- 
law the emperor, in ſoftening his 


diſpoſition towards the republic, 


and for his accepting the office of 
mediator in finally arranging and 
ſettling the diſputed limits and fron- 
tiers, as well as the other matters 


of difference between them. As the 


part which France, notwithſtand- 


ing her new connections wich the 


republic, might purſue, in ſo deli- 
cate a conjuncture of circumſtances 
and intereſts, afforded much room 
for doubt and apprehenſion, it could 
not but adminiſter the higheſt ſatiſ- 
faction to the ſtates, when, under 


the depreſſion and alarm excited 


by theſe violences, the duke of Vau- 
guion, ambaſſador from the court 
of Verſailles, communicated to 
them the welcome intelligence, 
that his maſter had frankly and rea- 
dily accepted the deſired office of 
mediation. | 93 
It may well be ſuppdſed, that the 
defire of efteQually ſecuring the 
friendſhip of France, in this try- 
ing and critical fituation of their 
affairs, had no {mall effect in in- 


fluencing the conduct of the ſtates, 


with reſpect to that new treaty of 
cloſe alliance and friendſhip be- 
tween both powers, which ſeemed 
to be about that time commenced, 
and which being ſucceſsfully carried 
on through the courſe of their diſ- 

5 putes 


| 


106 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1784-5. 


Putes with the emperor, was brought 
to a concluſion at their termination. 
Such a circumſtance in private af- 


fairs might poſſibly be conſidered as 


uſing an undue influence with the 
umpire ; nor is it entirely cer- 
tain, that the ſame opinion was 


not held on one fide upon this c- 


cahon. : 

In the mean time the ſtates uſed 
their utmoſt endeavours to remove 
the ſcene of the negotiations for 


an accommodation from Bruſſels to 


Vienna. But their applications 
for this purpoſe failed entirely of 
effect: Prince Kaunitz, the impe- 
rial prime miniſter, having declared 
that the emperor had entirely re- 
mitted his claims to the government 


of Bruſſels, and to the conduct of 


the count Belgiojoſo, his miniſter 
in the Low Countries. This re- 
ſuſal was particularly untoward; 
as, beſides the immediate intereſt 
which the government of the Ne- 
therlands had in ſupporting and 
Puſhing all the emperor's demands 
to the utmoſt, the count Belgiojoſo, 
fo far from ſhewing any marks of an 
accommodating ſpirit, was extreme- 

Iy harſh and peremptory in all his 
tranſactions with the republic. 

It feems remarkable that the 
bufineſs of the Schelde, and of 


opening the port of Antwerp, 
Which every body knew to be the 


prone object which the emperor 


ad in view in all theſe meaſures, 
was entirely overlooked in that 


ſtatement of claims and demands 
which had' been preſented to the 
fates by the imperial miniſters, 
As an omiſſion of ſo much con- 
ſequence could not poſſibly be at- 
tributed to negligence or forget- 
folneſs, it may be ſuppoſed it was 

intended, that that buſineſs ſhould 


be conſidered as a matter of ſuch 


clear and evident right, that it 


could not be ſubjected to any dif. 
cuſſion ; and that it depended en. 
tirely on the emperor's will to fix 
the time which he might think 
proper for carrying the meaſure in. 
to execution. 


It was poſſibly upon this prin- 


ciple, and perhaps in part to en- 
creaſe the embarraſſment and con- 
ſternation of the ſtates on finding 
themſelves at once attacked on 
every fide, and on all points, with. 
out knowing where the claims would 
end, or what part of the difference: 
would be ſubmittcd to negociation, 
or otherwiſe, that ſome ſhort time 
before the tranſactions we have re. 
lated had taken place, a Flemiſh 


boatman was employed to make an 


experiment on the Schelde, which 
ſeemed calculated for no other pur- 
poſe than to bring the queſtion on 


the free navigation of that river to - 


an immediate iſſue, | 
This man having paſſed the 
Dutch fort of Lilio, and a guard- 
ſhip ſtationed near it, on his way 
down the river from Antwerp, with- 
out notice, and conſequently with- 
out that examination which he in- 
vited, in the morning, he returned 
the ſame way in the afternoon, when 
the captain of the guard» ihipoblers- 


ing that he did not lower his flag, 


nor bring to as uſual for exami- 
nation, called to him ſeveral times 
to do both, which he abſolutely re- 
fuſing, was in conſequence boarded; 
when the reaſon of his conduct being 
demanded, the Fleming replied, 
that he was under poſitive orders 
not to ſtop at Lillo, nor to ſubmit 
to any inquiſition. As a further 


proof that the buſineſs was de- 
ſigned and prepared for, ſome Ne, 


therlans 
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therland magiſtrates of conſiderable 


rank were on board the boat; of 


whom the grand bailiff of Beveren 


{aid to the Dutch officer, This is 
« imperial territory, we do not 
« acknowledge any Dutch or Zea- 
&« land authority, and the boatman 
«« ſhall make no declaration ''—— 
We are ſtrangely left in the dark as 
to the iſſue of this affair; although 


| {which did not ſeem of much con- 


lequence) notice is taken that ſome 
inſulting language was uſed on the 
Netherland fide. | „ 

But although the boat was diſ- 
charged at this time, it ſeemed as 
if it had been thought that enough 
was not yet done, and that it was 
determined to puſh things to extre- 
mity, For in two or three days 
after the ſame boatman returned 
to make another experiment; and 
though the Dutch commandant ſent 
to requeſt that he would ſubmit 
amicably to that viſitation and thoſe 
forms which he could not himſelf 
avoid infiſting on, the other per- 
emptotily refuſed to comply. A 
gun, charged only with powder, 
was at length fired at the boat, and 
proper officers ſent on board ; bat 
the boatman obſtinately perſevered, 
and entered a formal proteſt againſt 


the whole proceedings, as acts of 


direct violence. 
A new ſtatement of the emperor's 
claims and demands, deſcribed as 


his allimatum, was preſented to the 


Dutch miniſters in ſome time after 
the opening of the negotiations at 
Bruſſels, in which, along with an 
enlargement of former articles, and 
the addition of ſome new ones, rela- 
tive to the reſtitution of places or 
territories ſaid to have been uſurped, 
and the payment of real or ſuppoſed 
debts, that monarch inſiſted, in me 


5th article, upon his right. to the 
abſolute and independent ſovey 
reignty of the whole Schelde lying 


between Antwerp and Saftingen ; 


and that the Dutch guard-ſhip ſta- 
tioned oppoſite to fort Lillo ſhould 


accordingly be for ever removed, as 


he could not think of permitting 
the exerciſe of any foreign authority 
whatever within any part of his ſo- 
vereignty on that river. 

In conſequence of a communica. 
tion made to the court of Verſailles 


by the ſtates-general, of the me- 


morial which they had drawn, in 
anſwer to the claims and demands 
made by the emperor, and con- 
taining likewiſe a number of coun- 
ter claims ſet up on their ſide, which 
in law language and practice might 

be conſidered as a ſet off againſt the 
former, the French king took that 
opportunity, along with many com- 
mendations of their paſt and preſent 
moderation, and the defire which 
they had manifeſted of preſerving 
the public tranquillity, ſtrongly to 
recommend a continuation of the 
ſame prudent and equitable conduct, 
particularly cautioning them to ab- 
ſtain from all meaſure which might, 
in any degree, be conſidered as 
wounding or affecting the emperor's 
dignity. He likewiſe recommend. 
ed, that in order to give the greater 
efficacy to his own conciliatory en- 
deavours, and the better to enable 
him to enforce all the means which 
his connections with that ſovereign 
might admit of, that they ſhould 
furniſh and ſupport him with ſuch 
ſpecific propoſitions as they were 
willing to make for laying the foun- 
dation of an equitable and laſting 
accommodation. | op 

This was accordingly done ; but 


the interpoſition of France ſeemed 
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zs yet far from producing any fa- 

Vourable effect on the conduct of 
the emperor, who was undoubtedly, 
and indeed apparently, very little 


ſatisfied with her interference at all 


in the buſineſs, 

Early in the autumn of 1784, 
every thing ſeemed tending ra- 
pidly to the moſt deciſive and a- 
larming criſis. Three new and 
extraordinary demands were added 
to the emperor's former ultimatum. 


— Theſe were, in the firſt place, 


«© 'The entire and free navigation 
of the Schelde from Antwerp to the 
ſea, which was to be laid down as 
a ſine qua non; and was Accompa- 
nied with a declaration, „ that in 
the intermediate time, until matters 
were finaily ſetiled, the emperor's 
ſubje&s ſhould occaſionally exerciſe 
their vndoubted right of navigating 

that river ; and that two ſhips were 
then in actual preparation for the 
Purpoſe.” This was farther en- 
forced by the Count Belgiojoſo, who, 


in his uſual peremptory manner, 


declared to the Dutch miniſters at 


Bruſle!s, that the firſt ſhot fired upon 
the Scheide would be conſidered by 


his maſter as a declaration of war, 
and immediately treated and reſent- 
ed accordingly. ; 

© The ſecond article related to the 
foregoing, and inſiſted, that the 
ſeveral forts of Frederic Henry, 
Liefenhock, Kruiſchans, and Lillo, 
Which had been erected by the 
Dutch for the maintenance of their 
monopoly in the navigation of the 
Schelde, ſhould be diſmantled and 
- demoliſhed. | „ 
Ihe third demand, if not more 
alarming, ſeemed at leaſt more ex- 
traordinary than the former. This 
was no lefs than a free navigation 
and uninterrupted commerce to and 


in both the Eaſt and Weſt Indies. 


This indeed was a fingular demand, 
It was in fait claiming a moiety of 
all the benefits which the Dutch 
derived from their colonies in the 
New World, and their conquel; 
and ſettlements in the Eaſt, being 
the fruits of much hard adventure, 
reat riſque, and advance of tres. 
oy of numberleſs treaties and ne. 
gotiations, and of many ſevere wars, 
through the courſe of near two cen. 
turies, A requiſition which, taken 
in its full extent, would have reach. 
ed to their monopoly of the Spice 
Iſlands, and even to their trade in 
Japan, it that fierce and hauphty 
people had not rendered all ſpecu- 
lation and adventure upon their for. 
bidden coafts impracticable. 
It may now be neceſſary to look 
ſomewhat into the nature of the 
principal claims and demands made 
on the one ſide, and of the ob- 
jections ſtated on the other, for 
the forming of ſome opinion how 
far they were ſupported upon the 
principles of reaſon, juſtice, and 
equity, or upon the ground of par- 
ticular treaties and conventions, or 


either. 


The ſtates of Holland inſiſted, 
that ſeveral of the emperor's de- 
mands were in direct contravention 
of the molt ſolemn treaties, That 
by the treaty of Munſter, concluded 
on the zoth of January, in the year 
1648, with his predeceſſor, Philip 
the IVth of Spain, Duke of Bur- 
gandy, of Brabant, and Earl of 


Flanders, that prince, beſides ac- 


knowledging in the fulleſt manner 
the independency of the United 
States, not only confirmed to them 
all ſuch poſſeſhons as they already 
held, and ſuch barrier towns and 
forts as were then afſipned, but 
renounced, for himſelf and his ſuc- 
ceſſors for ever, all claim and title 
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to any ſuch as they might here- 
after, without infraction of that 
treaty, acquire, by conqueſt or 


otherwiſe. That by the ſame 
treaty, he not only irrevocably 
confirmed the charters and rights 
of the Dutch Eaſt and Welt India 
Companies, bu: rendered himſelf 
and his ſucceſſors the perpetual 
guarantees of their commerce in 
both parts of the world. That 
by the 6th article of the {aid trea- 
ty it is further ſpecially provided, 
that the ſaid king's own ſubjects 
ſhould be reſtricted to continue 


their naviga:ion in the Eaſt Indies, 


in the ſame manner which they 
had hitherto exerciſed it, and 
ſhould, on no account whatever, 
be permitted to extend it beyond 
thoſe limits. | 


That by the 14th article of the 


faid treaty of Munſter, it was ex- 
preſaly ſtipulated, that the Weſtern 
or lower Schelde, (commonly called 
Le Hondt) the canal of Sas, the 
Swin, and other mouths of the ſea, 
bordering upon them, ſhould be 
kept cloſed on the fide belonging to 
the ſtates, | 

That the treaty of Menſter had 
been recognized and confirmed, and 
the rights of the ſtates fortified and 
enlarged, by a number of ſabſe- 
quent treaties.” That by the bar- 
rier treaty, concluded ia 1715, be- 
tween the Emperor, the King of 
Great Britain, and the Republic, 
the former ceded certain territories 


therein ſpecified to the latter, in 


full and complete ſovereignty, for 
the ſecurity and better exerciſe of 
their ſovereignty and rights on the 
lawer Schelde, and for facilitating 
their communications between Bra- 


bant and Dutch Flanders. That 


the ſaid ceflion was formally re- 
peared and confirmed, and a ſmall 


farther addition of territory ceded, 
for the ſame expreſs purpoſe, in the 
convention which was concluded be- 


tween the ſame three powers, in the 


year 1718, 5 | 

That, with reſpe& to their com- 
mercial rights, the ſame emperor, 
Charles the V ith, having, in deroga» 
tion of the treaty of Munſter, adopted. 
the well-known project of eſtabliſn- 
ing a company to trade from Oſtend 
to India, that prince, notwichſtand- 
ing, found it neceſſary, after it had 
been carried on for ſome years, to 
relinquiih che deiign, and to diſſolve 
the company. For by the treaty of 
Vienna, concluded in 1731, between 
the Emperor and his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty, and to which the States Ge- 
neral became parties by an act of 
concurrence, the former was bound 
to aboliſh the ſaid commerce and 
company for ever. And, with re- 
ſpect to the trade to tie Welt Indies, 
the ſaid act of concurrence ſtates, 
on the part of the Dutch, That 
ce they will conform with good faith 
«© to the regulations eſtabliſned by. 
be the treaty of Munſler, in every. 


thing that is therein ſtipulated: 
ee with reſpect to the commerce and 


«© navigation of the Welt Indies.“ 
It was ſtrongly urged, that the 
rights of the republic, and parti- 
cularly her excluſive ſovereignty of 
the Schelde, had been confirmed 
and guaranteed to her by all the 
treaties which ſecure the political 
exiſtence of Europe. 'That it was 
now near 140 years ſince the con- 
cluſion of the treaty of Munſter; 
during all which long period ſhe 
had held, unclaimed and unqueſ- 
tioned, the excluſive navigation of 
that river. But that it was no new 
claim, nor novel exerciſe of ſove- 
reignty or right, even at that very 
time ; for that the river had been 
| equally 
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equally ſhut up, ever fince the 
taking of Antwerp by the Duke of 
Parma, in the year 1585, That 
therefore, ſuppoſing the treaty of 
Munſter had contained no ſpecific 
article whatever upon that ſubject, 
yet the very omiſſion, in a matter 
of ſuch vaſt importance, and the 
acquieſcence in a meaſure ſo long, 
and fo notoriouſly eſtabliſned, muſt 
have been conſidered by all man- 
| Kind as a full acknowledgment and 
confirmation of the right. Nor did 
this excluſve right and benefit, al- 
ready poſſeſſed, and thus legalized 
and confirmed, want the ſanction of 
a fair and full compenſation in its 
purchaſe; for it was a part of the 


ſervation of thoſe very Netherlands 
which are now held by the emperor, 
the claims of which would never 
otherwiſe have been relinquiſhed by 
the States of Holland. Nor 1s the 
world now to learn, that the power 
of the republic was, both then and 
_ after, fully competent, and that 
opportunities of advantage, ſuffi- 
ciently favourable, had been offered, 
for the eſtabliſhment of thoſe claims 
with ſucceſs, if they had not been 
thus renounced. | 
They farther infiſted, that the 
buſineſs of the Schelde was far from 
being merely a matter of commerce, 
as was pretended. The quefizon of 
opening that river was much more 
of a political than of a commercial 
nature. Things had undergone 
uch changes, and the circumſtances 
of commerce were ſo totally altered, 
that Antwerp was not now capable 
of becoming an object of jealouſy 
or envy. Eut the opening of the 
Schelde, would be opening the 
gates of a broad and preat road, 


into the very heart of their domi- 


nions. It would be laying the in- 


moſt receſſes, and the vital ſources 
of the (tate, open and expoled ; and 
would at once include, not only the 
immediate ſecurity, but the inde. 
pendence and very exiſtence of the 
republic. = 
On the other fide, it was ans 
ſwered, on the part of the emperor, 


that the ſtates had been guilty of 


ſo many infractions of the treaty of 
Munſter, in all thoſe parts of it 
which ſecured the rights, or were 
in any degree advantageous to the 
Auſtrian Netherlands, that they had 


thereby forfeited all claim to the 


performance of thoſe ſtipulations 
which were in their own favour; 


That he found himſelf therefore, 
price which Spain paid for the pre- 


both in reaſon and equity, per- 
fectly abſolved from paying any re. 
gard to thoſe proviſions on which 
they now wiſhed fo much to infitt, 
That they, however, ſtrained the 
meaning (as they did in all fimilar 
caſes) to their own advantage, of 
that article in the treaty of Munſter 
which related to the Schelde, and 
which by no means conveyed that 
ſovereignty and excluſive right that 
they pretended. But if every thing 
they advanced upon that or any 
other ground of treaty had been even 
admitted, fill the ſhameful yoke 
which had been impoſed upon the 
Netherlands was too unnatural and 
too degrading to be laſting ; nor 


could it, from theſe circumſtances, 


be any longer poſhbly endured, 


than while abſolute neceſſity, ariſing 


from the unfortunate ſituation of 
public affairs, rendered a ſubmiſſion 
to it inevitable. 

It was farther ſaid, that the Dutch 
had been no leſs guilty of violations 
of the barrier, and other later trea- 
ties, than they had been with reſpect 
to that of Munſter. But that if all 


other violations of faith and treaty 
on 
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on their fide had been overlooked 


| or forgotten, their ſhameful preva- 
| rication, and the injuſtice of their 


conduct with reſpe&t to Maſtricht 
would have been jn itſelf ſufficient 
to diſchage and cancel all obliga- 
tions and conditions with a people, 
who never paid any regard, or at- 
tended farther to the proviſions of 
any treaty or convention, than as It 
ſaited their own intereſt. 

It may not be improper, upon 
this occaſion, to take ſome ſhort 
notice of the nature of the diſpute 
relative to the city and territories 
of Maſtricht; which (we have al- 


ready obſerved) ſeemed to be among 


the beſt founded of the claims aſ- 
ſerted by the Emperor. ; 

In the year 1672, when Holland 
ſeemed upon the point of being en- 
tirely overwhelmed, by the ſudden 
and powerful irruption of Lewis 
the XIVth, although peace then 


| {ubfiſted between France and Spain, 


yet the Count de Monterey, gover- 


nor of the Netherlands, without 
| waiting the ſlow reſult of inftruc- 


tions from his court, by which the 
occafion would have been in a great 
meaſure loſt, had political ſagacity 


| and ſpirit ſufficient to comprehend 
| and act up to the true intezeſts of 


the ſtate, without regard to conſe- 
quences, He accordingly endea- 
voured to ſtem the violence of the 
torrent, ſo far as it could poſſibly 
be done under any appearance of a 
neutrality, and afforded much ſecret 
aid, and did great real ſervice to 
the endangered, and apparently 
linking, States of Holland. This 
wile and meritorious conduct, hav- 
ing the fortune of being approved 
by. the court of Madrid, was of 
courſe continued by the governor- 
general ; and the ſervices' were ſo 
eſſential and critical, as to lay the 


foundation of a private treaty be- 
tween Holland and Spain, by which 
the republic was bound, in conſi - 
deration of the paſt, and as an in- 
ducement to farther aſſiſtance, to 
cede the city of Maſtricht, with cer- 
tain appertaining territories therein 
ſpecified, to the latter; the ceſſion 
being, however, ſubject to this ſpe- 
cial condition, that France ſhould 
be prevented from retaining any of 
her conqueſts, or making any diſ- 
memberment of the territories of 


Holland. 


That great point being attained, 
through the unexpected and fortu- 
nate turn which the war took, and 
which obliged Lewis the XIVth to 


relinquiſh all his haſty conqueſts ar 


the ſubſequent treaty of peace con- 
cluded at Nimeguen, Charles the 
Ild of Spain then put in his claim 
for the poſſeſſion of Maſtricht; but 
the ceſſion was evaded by the States, 
upon the footing of ſome mortgages 
whica the prince of Orange nad 
upon that city and its territories. 
The Spaniſh king ſhewed a confi- 
dence and penerofity - which de- 
manded a return of good faith, by 
paying off the mortgages. New 
difficulties were, however, thrown 
in the way; and the ceffion ſeems 
to have been ſo irkſome, that it was 
ſtill delayed, and continued a ſub- 
ject of negociation through the re- 
mainder ot that prince's life, 

The general confuſion occaſioned 
by that king's death and will, and 
the long troubles and wars in which 
all Europe was convulſed and in- 
volved through the claims to his 
ſucceſſion, ſeemed to have eraſed all 
traces of the affair of Maſtricht en- 
tirely from remembrance. No no- 
tice whatever was taken of it in 
any of the ſucceeding treaties or 
conventions, whether of peace, or 

diſtribution 


ey 
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diſtribution of territory. Things 
reſted in this ſtate until the year 

738, when the emperor Charles 
the Sixth, conſidering himſelf as 
i:heritor of all the Spaniſh rights 
in the Low Countries, revived the 
long- forgotten or vegleSed claim 
upon Maſtricht. Commiſſioners were 
accordingly appointed on both ſides, 
who opened a negotiation at Bruſ- 
ſels, with an apparent view of bring- 
ing the matter toa concluſion. - But, 
as if it had been predeſiined that 
the bringing up of this buſineſs 
ould ever be accompanied with, 
or interrupted by ſcenes of great 
public diſorder ard misfortune, fo 
the death of that prince, and the 
numerous and powerful claimants, 
who attempted a partition of the 
inheritance of his daughter, the late 
empreſs queen, ſoon put an end to 
- the negotiations at Bruſſels, and 
threw Europe into a fimilar ſtate of 
war and confuſion with that which 
+ had been produced by the Spaniſh 
ſucceſſion. The claim upon Ma- 
ſtricht ſeemed accordingly to be 
again ſorgotten, until it was now 
revived by the emperor. | 
But Maſtricht, notwithſtanding 
its intrinſic value, and the great 
Importance which it derives from 
fituation and circumſtance, was only 
a matter of very ſecondary conſi- 
deration in this diſpute. The 
Schelde was the rea] bone of con- 
tention—the great object of defire 
on the one fide, and of apprehen- 
ion and diſmay on the other. All 
other matters in debate were capa- 
ble of compromiſe. - 

The public, in almoſt every part 
of Europe were much intereſted in 
this ſubject, and the ſentiments and 
opinions of mankind have ſeldom 


been ſo much divided upon a queſ- 
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tion of ſo ſimple and confined 4 
nature as the navigation of a river, 

The grounds of argument in ſup. 
port of the emperor's claim were 
very open and {pecious, and were 


capable of being dreſſed in fo play. 


ſible a guiſe, and of putting on ap- 
pearances ſo intereſting and en. 


gaging, that they were admirably 


calculated for ſeducing the opinions 
of the generality of mankind, who 
taking only a tranſhent view of the 
ſubject, were influenced more by 
ſentiment, than by any attention to 
queſliobs of ſtate or policy in their 
deciſions. 

The bare relation of the act, that 
an antient and reſpeciable people, 
who had been long or early re. 
nowned io commerce, had been 
brought to ruin and beggary, by 
depriving them of their natural 
right to the navigation and bene- 
fits of a river which ran through 
their territories, ſeemed at once 
ſufficient to decide the queſtion in 
the minds of the hearers, and to 
unite them in a general reprobation 
of ſo flagrant an injullice. Upon 
the iame principle, the deliverance 
of a people from ſo cruel a marx of 
bondage, and the reſtoration to tacit 
natural rights and former happinels, 
ſeemed an atchieyement fo glorious, 
as to be worthy and characteriſtic 
of a hero. The former greatnels, 


ſplendour, and opulence of Au- 


twerp, were artfully dwelt upon with 
a view to the paſtions ; and with 
great effect, though little truch or 
juſtice, its decline was attributed 
entirely to this odious meaiure, t0 
which the Dutch were ſaid to be 
promp:ed by their jealouſy and 
avarice, in order to monopolize all 
commerce, and that Amiterdam 18 
particular might riſe to en! 

| upo 
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vpon her ruins. With an equal 
view to the paſſions, and with itill 
leſs truth or juſtice, the Schelde 
was magnificently repreſented as 
the ſineſt river in Ewiope, as if its 
beauty could have any thing to do 
with the queſtions of right, or of 
political neceſſity. It may be eaſily 
judged, that che general and eſtab- 
lihed character of avidity attri- 
buted to the Dutch, with the harth, 
arbitrary, and monopolizing ſpirit, 
which they had ever diſplayed in 
commercial matters, could not but 
operate greatly to their ditadvan- 
tage upon the opinions and preju- 
dices of mankind, COLT 

| The States, however, had many 
ſtrong grounds of argument and 
fact to oppoſe to plauſible and art- 
ful repreſentations; or to prejudiced 
| and hattily-concetved opinion. It 
was ſaid to be abſurd, in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of things and of the world, 
to recur to what was called Natural 
Rights, in order to overthrow thoſe 
| ſocial compacts between men, and 


21 political conventions between ſtates, 
n WF which are the foundation and the 
ce WF ſecurity of all public and private 
of property. What a picture would 
17 Europe exhibit, if all its powers 
is; vere now obliged to recur to ori- 
" ginal principles, and to the laws 
ic 


of nature, and to relinquiſh all 
ls, thoſe poſſeſſions, which fraud or 
force, war or treaty, through the 
| 1evo.utions of a long ſeries ot ages, 
had enabled them to acquire! It 
or ould be unlooſiag all the bands that 


ed unite mankind; throwing them back 
to again into a ſtate of ſavage nature; 
be and rendering the world a chaos of 
ind endleſs confuſion and diſorder. 
all It was however denied, that a 
ia nver's paſſing in its inland courſe 
els rough ſome part of a prince's ter- 
vol 
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ritories, conſtituted any ſuch na- 
tural right, when its »2ening to the 
ſea was in the policiiza of another 
ſovereign. Bot, at once to do away all 
the pathetic declamation thrown out 
upon this ſubject, it was ſtrenuouſly 
infiied, that the whole courſe of 
the two branches of the Schelde, 
which pailed within the dominions 
of Holland, was entirely artificial; 
that it was formed by aud owed its 
exiſtence to the hands of Dutch- 
men; that its banks were the 
produce of ages of unintermitted 
labour; and that they were ſtill 
maintained by great and conti- 
nual labour and expence. That if 
it had not been for thoſe ſtanding 
monuments of Dutch enterprize, 
thoſe admirable dykes which excite 
the altoniſhment of mankind, the 
waters of the Schelde, ſtagnating in 
ſnallow lakes and immenſe marſhes, 
had never reached the ſea in any 
diſtinct or ſufficient portion for the 
purpoſes of navigation. That the 
lower Scheide being thus originally 
made and ſtill preſerved by Dutch- 
men, as they had before created 
and ſtill .preſerved the two pro- 
vinces of Holland and Friſeland, 
ſo it was equally their own pro- 
perty. That as it could not even 
be imagined that thoſe immenſe 
labours were intended for the uſe 


of others, ſo their benefits, as well 


as the ſtupendous works themſelves, 
muſt be conſidered, upon every prin- 
ciple of natural right, of law, and of 
juſtice, as their own excluſive pro- 
perty, independent of all treaties 
whatever. | 

In anſwer to the tragical repre- 
ſentations, by which the degrada- 
tion and fall of Antwerp from its 
ancient ſplendor and greatneſs were 
charged entirely to Dutch avarice 


H and 
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and deſpotiſm, particularly in the 
meaſu:e of ſhutting up the Schelde, 
it was obſerved, that the departure 
of foreign commerce from that city 
had originated from various well- 
known cauſes, many of them ante- 
cedent to, and all of them differ- 
ing widely from, that only one 
which was now aſſigned. Antwerp 
had been faſt dechning for more 
than a century before the com- 
mencement of the troubles and 
wars of the Netherlands. Com- 
merce had branched out into other 
channels; and Amſterdam, though 
Jong beſore confiderable, had, with- 
in that period, from its ſuperior ad- 
vantages, and other concurring 
cauſes, riſen to be the firſt com- 
mercial city in Europe. Antwerp, 
however, continued great and opu- 
Tent, and notwithſtanding the loſſes 
which it ſuſtained by its memorable 
ſiege, would have been ſtill confi- 
derable, if its ruin had not been 


completed by the ſame cauſes and 


means which deſolated Bruges, and 
other great cities of the Nether- 
lands, The deſpotiſm, cruelty, and 
religious perſecution of the Spa- 
niards, obliged the merchants and 
manufacturers to abandon them all, 

and to convey their commerce and 
their arts, along with themſelves, 
to other countries. It was obſerv- 
ed, as a curious circumſtance with 
reſpect to this ſubject, that Spain, 
the ſovereign of Antwerp, had been 


no leſs intereited than Holland, in 


the meaſure of ſhutting up the 
Schelde; for that, as the celebrated 
ſtateſman Joha de Witte ſays in 
his Memoirs, the greatneſs and 
opulence of that city were not com- 
patible with the views of Spaniſh 
deſpotiſm. 8 ZW 
The real czuſe, however, of the 
States being ſtruck with ſuch ap- 
9 | 


failed in all her views of obtaining 


prehenſion at the demand of open. 
ing the Schelde, was nt on their 
ſide explicitly ſtated; as that, be. 
des being an ackno»ledgment of 
their tears, would have preciſely 
pointed out the objects of their ter- 
ror, and ſhewn in what manner 
their ruin could with the greateli 
eaſe be accompliſhed. „ 

The different branches of the 
Schelde interſected their dominions 
in ſuch a manner, and had ſuch an 
open communication with their va. 
rious other waters, that their har- 
bours, docks, naval arſenals, many 
of their principal cities, and, in 2 
great meaſure, the whole interior 
of their country, would le open and 
expoſed to the poſſeſſor of the for- 
mer; ſo that their very exiſtence 
ever after mult lie at the mercy of 
ſuch an inmate; and they muſt 
ſooner or later expect, and ever 
live under the conſtant dreadful ap- 
prehenſion of becoming ſacrifice: 
to ambition, revenge, or even ca- 
price. 


A 


As a certain degree of marine 
force would, however, be neceliary 
for the accompliſhment of this dan- 
gerous purpole, and that the em- 
peror poſſeſſed none at preſent, re- 
port and apprehenſion ſerved to 
ſupply that immediate defect. It 
was given cut, and by many cre- 
dited, that as. that fovereign and 
Ruſlia had lately been in the ha- 
bit of playing into each others 
hands, with reſpect to Turkey, the 
Crimea, the Black Sea, and tie 
Danube, ſo they were likewile nov 
in concert in the eftabliſtment cf 
the Schelde project; and that the 
latter of theſe potent allies having 


a port, at any price, in the Medi- 
terranean, or ocean, the former 


would accommodate ker wich i 
| * | 5 us 
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uſe of the Schelde, as a place of 
arms, and ſtation for her navy. 
Such a report and opinion, how- 
ever founded, could not but greatly 
heighten the diſtreſs and appre- 
henhon of Holland. 

The teſt of war or peace an- 
nounced by the emperor, without 
waiting the refalt of the negocia- 
tions at Bruſſels, or regarding the 
mediation of France, was now to 
be put to iſſue; although the ſtates, 
as a proof of their moderation and 
conciliatory diſpoſition, had remov- 


edthe guard ſhip from before Lillo 'Y 


and had even rejected the propoſal 
of repairing the fortifications of 
Maſtricht (critical as the ſituation 
of that place was, and much as the 
repairs were wanted) leſt its being 
adopted at ſuch a ſeaſon ſhould have 


given any umbrage to that prince. 


The emperor had, however, pre- 
viouſly offered to remit the whole, 
or moſt of his other pretenſions, 
upon the condition of opening the 
Schelde in that perfect manner which 
he preſcribed, ſo as that the naviga- 
tion might be entirely free and un- 
limited as in the open ſeas, and 
no claim or exerciſe of ſovereignty 
pretended, On the other hand, the 
ſtates relaxed ſo far in this matter, 
as to offer to permit of a limited 
navigation on it, ſubject to certain 
reltritions, and confined, as we 
take it, to his ſubjects in the Ne- 
therlands only. | 

Two imperial veſſels had been 
preparing for ſome time to make 
the deitined experiment upon the 


conduct of the Dutch with reſpect 


to the Schelde ; it was to deter- 
mine whether they would perſe- 
vere, at all events, in the aſſertion 
of their ſuppoſed right, or whether 
they would fink under the well- 
grounded apprehenſion of their great 


[11s 
opponent's power. Every meaſure 
was uſed, both at Bruſſels and Pa- 
ris, to induce the emperor to wave 
this meaſure of deciſion, and to 
wait the reſult of the negociations; 
but he was determined in his ob- 


ject, aud confirmed the threat of 


count Belgiojoſo, by declaring, that 
he would conſider tha firſt inſult 
offered to his flag upon this occa- 
ſion as an act of formal hoſtility, 
and a declaration of war on the part 
of the republic. 

The equipment and preparation 
of theſe veſſels was evidently car- 


ried on in a manner that was in- 


tended to draw the eyes of all Eu- 
rope to the tranſaction, and to pre- 
pare them for the conſequences. 
One of theſe was to proceed down 
the Schelde, from Antwerp to the 
ſea ; and the other, up the river 
from the ſea, on its courſe from 
Oftend to that city. The captain 
of the former of theſe was furniſhed 
with written orders from the em- 
peror, commanding him to pro- 
ceed in the brig Lewis, from Ant- 
werp, along the Schelde, into the 
ſea, and expreſsly forbidding him 
and his crew from ſubmitting to 


any detention, or to any exami- 


nation whatever, from any of the 
ſhips belonging to the republic, 
which he might meet in the river; 
and likewiſe forbidding his making 
the leaſt declaration at any of the 
Dutch cuſtom - houſes, or acknow- 
ledging their authority in any 
manner. . 5 

The imperial brig paſſed Lillo, 
and {ome other forts, without exa- 
mination, but getiing in fight of a 
Dutch cutter, belonging to admiral 
Van Reyaſt's ſquadron, which lay 
towards the mouth of the river, a 
boat was ſent on board with an of- 
ficer, who was told by the captain, 

LH] 2 that 
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- that: he was on his paſſage to the 


ſea, and that his inſtructions forbid 


his holding any parley whatever 
with the officers or ſhips of the 
United Provinces. Upon the brig's 
| a.» Coming along ſide the 
| 8 rag Dutch er, e captain 
e waving the imperial in— 
ſtructions in his hand, refuſed to give 
any farther ſatisfaction, and perſe- 
vered in purſuing his courſe to ſea; 
the commander of the former, af- 
ter int reaties, threats, and the firin 
of a gun with powder only, had all 
failed of effect, in inducing him to 
drop the deſign, and return to Ant- 
werp (the informality of paſiing 
Lillo without a paſſport being of- 
fered to be overlooked) he at lengih 
fired a ſhot with ball, which prov- 
ing equally fruitleſs, he poured his 
broadſide of ſeven guns into the 


brig, which did fome damage to 


the veſſel and rigging, but was for- 
tunately puiltleis of ſpilling blood. 
The broadlide being followed by 
a menace of ſending the imperial 
brig to the bottom, if the did not 
immediately bring to, the captain 
found it neceſſary to comply, and 
to caſt anchor. After various pro- 
teſts, remonſtrances, and demands 
on his ſide, to purſue his voyage, 
with a conſtant poſitive refuſal to 
take the veſſel back to Antwerp, 
be at length quitted her, and a 
Dürch officer, with ſome ſeamen, 
were ſent on board. All the cir- 
cumitances of this tranſaction were 


maguified to the utmoſt on the im- 


perial fide; and se charges againſt 
the Dutch, of firing langrige- ſhot 
at a defenceleſs veſſel, and of re- 
moving the buoys, and other water 
marks on the Schelde, in order that 
ſhe might be loſt on the ſhoals, 
were, in the higheſt degree of co- 


louring, repreſented as inſtances of 


8 * 


* 


ſingular cruelty and atrocity, It 
would ſeem, indeed, that the cap. 
tain had a very flow and preca- 
rious navigation, as it was on the 
third day from his leaving Ant. 
werp, that this event took place, 
The veſſel from Oſtend was like. 
wiſe ſtopped in her attempt to 
paſs up from the ſea ; the circum- 
ſtances being in general ſimilar, 
but that no ſhots were fired. 
Every thing now tended to an 
immediate rupture, ſo far as the 
emperor's abſence at the time from 
Vienna, and the great diſtance of 
his armies, did not ſerve to retard 


that event. 


As foon as the inſtructions from 
court could be received, the im- 
perial ambaſſador was recalled from 
the Hague, and the negociations at 
Bruſſels broken up. An army of 
60,000 men was under orders, and 
in preparation; for marching from 
the Auſtrian hereditary dominions 
to the Netherlands ; the troops al- 
ready there amounting to about 
16,000. Great trains of artillery, 
and all the other apparatus of war, 
were in motion; and none that 
know the emperor's character will 
ſuſpect but that he was already 
forward in preparation for an event, 
which he could not but foreſee was 
vrobahie, and the iſſue of which 
he had ſo much at heart. The 
great diſtance of his forces from the 
icene of action was, however, an 
inſurmountable check to his acti— 
vity. Ihe different ſtates of the 
empire, whoſe territories the'army 
was to croſs in its long march, were 


applied to for a conſent, which 


could not be well refuſed, but which 
was in general unwillingly granted, 
The countries belonginy to the king 
of Pruſſia were of neceſſity held 
ſacred upon this occaſion. Nor was 


the 
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the emperor ſatisfied with the bare 
paſſage of his troops through their 
dominions; he called likewiſe upon 
the ſtates of the empire to furniſh 
their reſpective quotas of troops 
towards the ſupport of a war, which, 
from the late affair on the Schelde, 
he withed to be conſidered as en- 
tirely de fenſive on his ſide. 

Nor was the republic by any 
means inſenſible to her danger, nor 
negligent in providing all poitble 
means for the moſt obitinate de- 
fence, In tpite of her unhappy in- 
ternal divitions, her ancient cou— 
rage and reſolution ſeemed to re- 
vive. Though ſhe evidently dread- 
ed the arduous and unequal conteſt, 
and was willing to make many ſa- 


crifices to avoid it, yet ſhe ſeemed. 


determined rather to hazard all 
things, and even to periſh in the 
encounter, than to ſubmit willing- 
ly to a condition with which her 
ruin was inſeparably involved. 
Agents were employed all over 
Germany, that nurſe of war, and 


inexhauſtible breeder of armies, 


who were indefatigable in their ex- 
ertions for hiring troops from thoie 
princes who make it a cuſtom to 
barter mankind for money. The 


exertions were no leſs conſiderable. 


at home, in recruiting the troops, 
ſtrengthening the frontiers, and 
putting the poſts and garriſons in 
tae beſt poſture of defence. As 


| the appearances of things became 
more alarming, and the danger 


ſeemed fait approaching, they pre- 
pared for the worſt that might hap- 
pen; being determined to have re- 
courle to the laſt deſperate refuges 
of defence which the nature of their 
country peculiarly afforded. In this 
determination, they were in readi- 
nels for laying the flat and expoſed 
countries under water; and as the 


laſt reſort, took meaſures for ſud- 
denly aiming the peaſants, whoſe 
fierce nature and characteriſtic ob- 
ſtinacy, when operated upon in the 
defence of their native dykes, would 
undoubtedly have afforded ſpeRacles 
of unuſual animoſity and horror. 
Among the exertions of public ſpi- 
rit diſplayed by individuals, in this 
ſeaſon of common danger, the mer- 
chants and burgomaſters of Zea- 
land ſubſcribed a large ſum of mo- 
ney for the railing of 2,000. light 
troops, who were to bear, in the 
front of their caps, the arms of the 
province, with an inſcription, ** pu. 
chra pro libertate, for fair liberty. 
duch a ſpirit would produce great 
effects in a defenſive war, where 
the peculiar ſituation of the country 
would enable every man to perform 
in ſome degree the ſervice of a ſol- 
dier. The univerſity of Leyden 


took meaſures for railing a regi- 


ment of 1,260 men at their own 
expence, and fimilar exertions were 
general. 5 

As if it had been doomed that 
Holland ſhould at this period be 
under a neceſſity of looking to 
France for every thing, ſo the de- 
parture oſ the duke of Brunſwick 
rom their ſervice obliged the ſtates 
to apply to that court for a general, 
whoſe abilities and experience might 
enable him to conduct their arms 
with effect, in a war of ſo much 
difficulty and danger as that now 


expected. The count de Maillebois, 


an officer of undoubted talents and 
abilities, who had ſeen much ſer- 
vice in the wars of Lewis XV. and 
who had been rendered peculiarly. 
remarkable by the violent breach 
which took place between him and the 
marſhal d*Eftrees, in the laſt Ger- 
man war, relative to fome tranſac- 
tions at the battle of Haſlenbeck, 
(#] 3 in 
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in the year 1757, was deputed to 
this ſervice by the court of Ver- 
ſailles, and appointed commander 
in chief of the Dutch forces by the 
ſtates. This, however, was not 
actually carried into effect until the 
begi. ging of the enſuing year. 

In the mean time, nothing was 
left untried, either by the fates, or 
by the court of Verſailles, in their 
endeavours to divert the approach- 
ing form. The former denied 
that the affair which paſſed on the 
Sche.de could afford any juſt ground 
for the reſentment expreſſed by the 
empe rot, in recalling baron Reiſ- 
chach, in ſuddenly breaking up the 
negeciations, and the various mea- 


ſures tending io violence and hoſti- 


lity- which he had fince adopted; 
much leis could it be conſidered, 
in the light that was repreſented, 
as a commencement of hoſtility and 
war. {he fiates had no diſpoſi- 


tion to any act of hoſtility or ag- 


greſſion whatever again the em- 
Peror, nor were they ſtill leſs 


per ceably inclined ; but they were 


bound, by all the laws of nature, of 


nations, of juſtice, and of reaſon, 


not to permit a violation of their 
deareſt and moſt incontrovertible 
* Tights, That though the meaſure 
In queſtion was thus in every ſenſe 
Juſtifiable, and being warranted by 
the example of all other nations in 
ſimilar circumſtances, could require 
neither apology nor explanation, 
yet fo ſtrong were the conciliatory 
diſpoſitions of the ſtates, and ſo 
great their coadeſcenſion and defire 
of living in harmony with the em- 
peror, that they had diſpatched 

unter orders to their; commanders 
on the Schelde, reſtricting them 
from procceding to violence; and 
directing, that if fair means could 


not prevail, they ſhould let the vef. 
ſels for that time paſs; and that 
theſe diſpatches-arrived within two 
hours after the affair had happened, 
That they had beſides previouſly 
declared at Bruſſels, that they could 
by no means be anſwerable for the 
conſequences, nor hold themſelves 
in any degree accountable for them, 


if (ſuch an attempt was made, 


While the meaſure was, on the 
other fide, rendered ſtil the more 
unjuſtifable, from its being under. 
taken in the midſt of a negociation 
for an amicable concluſion of all 
differences. 
The court of Verſailles began 
now to expoſtulate ſeriouſly with 
the emperor upon this ſubject. It 
was oblerved, in a memorial pre- 
ſented upon this occalion, that the 
ſincere friendſhip which attached 
the king to the emperor, combin- 


ing with his wiſhes for the mainte- 


nance of the public tranquillity, 
rendered it a duty on him to come 
to an explanation with reſpett to the 
preſent differences. That while, at 
the ſolicitation of both parties, he 
had employed his good offices to 
bring about a reconciliation, he 
had carefully abſtained from giving 
any opinion on the foundation of 
the emperor's firſt pretenſions; 2 
ſilence, the obſervation of which he 
{ili preſcribed to himſelf ; but his 
concern for the glory of the empe- 
ror authorized him to obſerve, that 
his firſt pretenſions, and the de- 
mand for opening the Schelde, could 
not be conſidered under the ſame 
point of view, That the Dutch, 
in refuſing a compliance with that 
demand, only ſupported a right 
which was ſecured to them by {- 
lemn treaty, and which they look- 
ed upon as the baſis of their pro- 

| | | {peritys 


ſperity, and even exiſtence. It 
ſeemed to be inferred from this 
reaſoning, without an abſolute de- 
cifion in terms, that the affair on 
the Schelde by no means warranted 
the breaking off the negociations, 
any more than the ſubſequent pro- 
ceedings; and if the claim itſelf 
was not abſolutely condemned, it 
was conſidered as having nothing 
to do with the buſineſs at Bruilels ; 
from all which a reſumption of the 
negociations was ſtrongly recom- 
mended, and even preſſed. 

The memorial then ſtated, that 
by purſuing an oppoſite conduct, 
it was to be apprehended, that the 
emperor would excite a general un- 


calineſs, and that other powers would 


think themſelves obliged to fake 
ſuch precautions and meaſures as 
circumſtances and events might re- 
quire. That the king himſelf muſt, 
in that caſe, be under the neceſſity 
of aſſembling troops on his fron- 
tiers. That he could not by any 
means be indifferent to the fate of 
the United Provinces, nor ſee them 
attacked by open force in their 
rights and poſſe ſſions; more eſpe- 
cially at the preſent time, when he 
was on the point of concluding an 
alliance with the republic, the fun- 
damental articles of which had been 
agreed on before theſe differences 
commenced. That if, moved by 
conſiderations of ſuch great impor- 
tance, the emperor can be induced to 
ſoſpend all marks of hoſtility, and 
liſten to the voice of moderation 
and humanity, the king renews the 
cFzr of his mediation to procure 
an equitable and ſuitable accom- 
modation, which he will the more 
zeaioully endeavour, as in ſo doing 
de ſhall obey the dictates of his per- 
ſanal ſentiments with regard to the 
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emperor, and he will thereby have 
the ſatisfaction to concur in extin- 
guiſhing, in its firſt ſeeds, a war, 
the conſequences of which cannot 
be calculated. | 

In the mean time, affairs ſeemed 
approaching faſt to the laſt extre- 
mity on the borders of Holland and 
the Netherlands. Whether it pro- 
ceeded from any motions made b 
the imperial troops, or from the If. 
covery of ſome intended ſurprize, 
we are not informed; but ſome time 
previous to the cloſe of the year, 
the ſtates thought it neceſſary to 
have recourſe to that ſad meaſure 
of ſecurity, of laying part of the 
country under water, A 
dyke his broken near = * 7th. 
Lillo in the night, by "by... 
which means the adjacent mixed 
territories on both ſides, to a con- 
ſiderable extent, were immediately 
overflowed. Much damage was un- 
avoidably done; and it was ſaid, 
that a number of perſons, to the 
amount of about fifty, periſhed 
through the ſuddenneſs of the in- 
undation. An attempt was made 
to break another dyke, at ſome _ 
diſtance, on the ſame night, but 
was prevented from taking place 
through the timely intervention of 
the Auſtrian troops. This meaſure 
ſpread a general alarm through the 
Auſtrian borders; Oſtend began 
haſtily to throw up defences ; all 
commerce between the two ſtates 
was ſtopped ; and nothing but at- 
tack and ſurprize was thought of, 
and prepared for, in the advanced 
places on both fides. All the troops 
in Auſtrian Flanders were in mo- 
tion; every preparation for im- 
mediate war making; engineers 
and other officers continually arriv- 
ing from Vienna at Brufſ:Is; and 
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the emperor himſelf expected ſpee- 
dily. Other fluices were, avout 
the ſame time, opened on the fide 
of Utrecht, and a confiderable tract 
of country oveiflo sed 

The expoſtulations and remon- 
ſtrances of France were not capa- 
ble of ſubduing the inflexibiluy of 
the emperor on the fubje& of the 
Schelde. He was willing to accept 
the meniation of that power upon 
all other points cf difference, and 
accordingly to conſent to the re- 
newal of the negociations limited 
to thoſe objects; but the ſree na- 
Vigation of that river he conſidered 
as io incontrovertible a right, that 
it was not to be ſubjected to any 
diſcuſtion whatever, In the mean 


tlize he wos indefatigable in his 


Preparatiuns for war, and the Ne- 
_ therlands were gredually filling 
wrh troops, which arrived by quick 
marches and in imail bodies, while 
the movements of the grand army 
were of neceffity flow, through 
the dificulty of procuring ſubſti- 
tence on the way for fach numbers, 
along with the numcrous artilicry, 
and various other incumbrences by 
Which they were retarded. The 
xtreme ſeverity of the winter was 
likewiſe a great uinpediment to the 
advance of the 1mperial armies, 
and conſequently a circuinſtance 
very favouraile to Holland. While 


military affairs were thus ſuſpend- | 


ed, the emperor ſh-wed his uſual 
diligence with reſpect to other mat- 
tels. 
moſt endeavours to prevent tbe 


German p:inces from hiring troops 
to the Dutch, te prevent their re- 


cruiting in the empire, and their 
obtaining à paſſage through the 
territories of the ſeveral ſlates for 
ſuch forces or recruits as they mig ht 


He particuiaily uſed his ut- 


notwithſtanding raiſe. It was faid 
that the language uſed upon ſome 
Gf theſe occalioits was in a higher 
tone than was perfectly plealing, 
It was likewiſe ſaid, that he applied 
to the court of London to knywy 
what part Great Britain would take 
in the war. 33 

That ſovereign ſeemed fo abſo. 


lutely and inflexibly fixed in all 


his determinations upon the ſubje& 
of the Schelde, that it carried ihe 
appearance even of approaching to 
obitinacy. It was reported, and we 
only give it as ſuch, that a great 
majority of his generals having 
expreſſed their opinions ſtrongly 
againſt the war, on account of its 
nature, difficulties, and probable 
conlequences, he ſhewed the utmoſt 
diſſatis faction upon, the occalicn, 
and without departing in the leaſt 


from his own determination, gave 


the warmeſt approbation to the 
ſingle voice, which endeavouring 
to obviate theſe difficulties and ap- 
prehenſtons, would encourage its 
pro'ecution, | | | 
While all Europe contemplated 
this new and unexpected conteſt, 
and ſeveral of its powers ſeemed 
little diſpoſed to "approve of its 
cauſe or principle, Ruſſia, who 
had fo lately ſeduced Holland to 
enter into the views cf her raval 
ambition, by leading the ſtates 
into the ſcheme of the“ Armed 
Neutrality,“ (to which all their 
ſubſequent misfortunes and preſent 
dangers might, with no ſmall jut- 


tice, be attributed) now took a de- 


cided part againit the republic, 
in a bufineſs with which ſhe ſcemed 
to have very little concern. At the 
ſame time that ſhe affected or aſſum- 
ed the office of being a meciator, 
ſhe held out to the world her fixed 

| deteri.1naton 
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determination in ſupport of the em- 
peror's claims, and an utter con- 
demnation of the conduct of Hol- 
land in refuſing to comply with 
them. It was likewiſe known or 
believed, whether publicly declar- 
el or not, that ſhe was engaged 
to ſupport him with all her forces, 
ia caſe the interference of any other 
power in javour of the republic 
ſhould render her intervention ne- 
ceſlary. | 

"he reft of Europe was not, 
however, at this time diſpoſed to 
ſoſtet the republic to become a 
ſacrifice to the views and ambition 
of theſe two great powers. The 
part whica the Pruſhan monarch 
muſt neceſſarily have taken in ſuch 
an attempt was ſufficiently obvious ; 
and that which would be purſued by 
France became now not leſs appa- 
rent. The two crowns were evi— 
dently united in opinion upon this 
ſubject; and the long viſit which 
the celebrated Prince Henry of 
Pruſia paid at the court of Ver- 
ſailles was attributed entirely to it: 
many ſuppoſing that plans were then 
formed for their future conduct and 
mutual operation, ſhould affairs be 
carried to the laſt extremities. 'The 
Northern crowns, or at leaſt one of 
them, ſeemed to catch the alarm; 
and ſach naval and military move- 
ments and arrangements took place 
in Sweden, as occaſioned the demand 
of an explanation from the court 
of Peterſburgh. Even the Porte, 
upon this oceaſion, ſeemed to ſhake 
Git 1ts native indolence, and to pay 


an unuſual attention to the Rate 


of European politics, fo that it 
was generally underſtood from their 
aſpect and movements, that the 
Vitomans were reſolved hot to 
mils fo favourable an opportunity 


as mizht now poſſibly be offered 
for returning the recent obliga- 
tions which they owed to the em- 
peror. | 28 
In fact, the private treaty con- 
cluded between that prince and 
Rufia in 1782, the objects of which 
were kept a ſecret from their near- 
eſt friends and allies, although par- 
ticularly and immediately alarms 
ing to the Porte, did not fail to 
give much umbrage to others of 


their neighbours. The continual 


ſchemes for the aggrandizement of 

the houſe of Auftria, which had been 
purſued, or in ſome degree adopted 
by the emperor, and which ſeemed 
to keep his mind in conſtant action; 
the concurrence, which upon every 
occaſion, they received from his 
great ally; with the vaſt ambition 
and dangerous deſigns attributed to 
both, ſerved, all together, to in- 
creaſe this jealouſy to a very high 
degree, and to extend it to no {mall 
number of the European princes ' 
and ftates. It was ſuppoſed that 
the ruin of Holland would be only 
the prelude to other pretenſions, 
which might be extended on every 
ſide, while the ſucceſs in eack 
would ſerve as an encouragement 
to farther attempts at forming new 


arrangements of power, ard new 


partitions of dominion. The fate 
of Poland could not be forgotten 


in ſuch a courſe of conſideration; 


and the reflection might now come 
home to thoſe, who, thinking them- 
ſelves out of danger, had paid no 
regard at the time to the fire 
which was conſuming their neigh- 
buur”s houſe. 

It ſeemed therefore neceſſary, 
that ſome meaſure of -union ſhould 
be adopted by the central and 
weſtern powers of Europe, in order 
pets | "4 
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to counterbalance this great North- 


ern confederacy, and to obviate its 


ſuſpected defigns, and apprehended 


effects. And it ſuch a meaſure were 
to take place, France ſeemed calcu. 
lated, from her ſituation, power, 


intereſt in the queſtion, and other 
circumitances, to be the proper, if 
not natural, head or ceatre of ſuch 


an union. | 
_ Inceed, independent of that con- 
federacy, and of her new and grow- 


| Jag connections with Holland, France 
could not, upon any right principles 
of policy, behold the ruin of her 
ſafe and inoffenſive neighbour the 
republic, and the conſequent ag- 


grandizement of the emperor upon 
her ruins, with the vaſt and dan- 
gerous addition which it would have 


made to his power on that fide, 


'Theſe conſiderations ſeem to have 
weighed with the court as well as 
with the nation; although the ties 
of affinity between the wo mo- 
narchs induced the former to uſe 


the moſt conciliatory meaſures, and 
to endeavour, fo far as it could be 
done conſiſtently with reaſon and 
policy, to avoid proceeding to ex- 


tremities; but ſhewing a full de- 
termination as to the part which 
they would take, if the emperor's 
obſtinacy ſhould render that iſſue 
unavoidable. The meaſures pur- 
ſued were accordingly in exact con- 
formity to this mode of thinking, 
and intention of acting. Above 
half the ſtanding forces of France 
had been early, but by degrees, and 
with liale noiſe or buſtle, thrown 
into quarters upon the borders of 
Alface, Loriain, and the Low 
Countries; and as things ſeemed 
to ripen to an iſſue, and that ap- 


peatances became more hoſtile on 


the other ſide, orders were given, 


and meaſures taken, to prepare ſot 
forming in the enſuing ſummer tuo 
camps in Flanders; one of them 
of 80,060 men, in the celebrated 
plains of Lens, which had bee 
rendered memorable by one of the 

great Conde's ſplendid victories. 
The nation in general, and pro. 
bably ſome of the miniſters, withed 
for nothing more than a war, upon 
ze fair ground which the preſent 
te of things offered. This did 
not merely proceed from the ref. 
leſs temper or military diſpoſition 
of that people, but from the preat 
and tempting national object of an. 
nexing the Auſtrian Low Counirie 
to their monarchy ; an acquiſition 
which was conſidered as certain in 
caſe of a war. France had already 
ſuch a f retaſte of the ſweets which 
were to be derived from thoſe rich 
and fertile provinces, as was ſufi. 
cient not only to provoke her ap. 
petite, but to excite a_ conſtant 
yearning for their permanent pol 
ſeſſion. During the time that ſh: 
had held the Netherlands, in the 
war of 1744, ſhe had drawn, by taxes 
and contributions, from thoſe pro- 
vinces, above two millions ſterlinga 
year. It is not then to be wondered 
at that ſhe ſhould caft a wiſhful eye 
at ſo fair and tempting an object, 
which was juſt within her graſp; 
and which nature, fituation, and at 
this particular time a train of ex- 
traordinary and unexpected con- 
current circumſtances, ſeemed t0 

deitine to her poſſeſſion. 
The refined policy of ſtateſmen, 
as well as the ſchemes of private 
men, will ſometimes produce eh 
tes directly contrary to the pur- 
poſes of the framers. The uni 
between the maritime powers, thel: 
_ proſperity, ſtrength, and ny 
WI 
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with the court of Vienna, afforded 
the only laſting and ſolid ſecurities 
which the houſe of Auſtria could 
have for retaining her poſſeſſions in 
the Netherlands. 
tween England and Holland, the 
change of political ſyſtem in the 
latter, the loſſes ſuſtained by both 
in the late ruinous war, and the 


conſequent weakneſs which they 


produced, all tended in their ſeve- 
ral degrees to weaken theſe ſecu- 
rities. By the advantage which the 


emperor took of the diſtreſs and 


danger of Holland, in che deſtruc- 
tion of the barrier, they were totally 
diſſolved and done away; by that 
act he irremediably cut off every 
ſhadow of ſecurity from his own te- 
nure, which muſt ever after be held 
at the mercy of France; and he 


thereby likewiſe compelled the re- 


public to throw herlelf entirely, and 
without reſerve, into the arms of 
that power, than which there could 
be nothing more directly contrary 
to his real intereſts. By his ſtill 
puriuing the blow farther againſt 
the republic, and aiming it now at 
her very vitals, he was forcing and 
precipitating France into the exe- 
cution of a deſign, which ſhe had 


erer at heart, but which the ties 


The rupture be- 


between the two ſovereigns might 
probably have prevented during 
their reſpective lives. For, notwith- 
ſtanding the great power of the em- 
peror, the vaſtneſs of his military 


force, and the undoubted excellency 


of his armies, they lay at too great 
a diſtance from the ſcene of action, 
and France lies too much in their 
way, to enable him to carry on a 
war upon any degree of equality 
againſt that power in the Low 
Countries; even ſuppoſing Holland 


to be entirely out of the queſtion, or 


to be conſidered only as a cypher. 
His armies muſt paſs, in ſeparate 
and far-divided columns, fatigued 


and worn down by the length and 


difficulties of their march, along 
200 miles of the French frontier, 
and liable at every ſtep to be cut 
off, before they could reach the ob- 
ject of their deſtination; while the 
provinces in contention, being en- 
tirely defenceleſs, and embraced on 
every ſide by France with the 
ſtrongeſt holds in the world, would 
be overrun and poilefled by her 
troops in a week. | 

Such was the doubtful and criti- 
cal ſtate of public affairs at the 
cloſe of the year 1784. 


CHAP: VI 


 Unexfefted ſource of jealouſy and diſcerd opened in Germany, Scheme ſor 
the exchange of. Bavaria for, the Aujtrian Netherlands, Seaſon ill choſen 

for ſuch a meaſure. Empreſs of Ruſſia aurites to the Prince of Deux Ponts 
apr the ſubject; who peremptorily refuſes a compliance, and acquaints 
the court of Berlin with the propeſal. King of Pruſſia remonſtrates with 
e court of Peterſburgh on the ſubject: Emprejs's anſwer." Conduct of 
ihe courts of Vienna and Munich, States of Bavaria alarmed. Satisfacs 
ion given by the elector nit deemed jufficiently explicit, Great Uifſatisface 


ion excited in Hungary by the late ſebemas of reform, Rebellion of the 


peaſants in the mountainaus borders of Tranſylvania and Walachia. Sa- 
Dage Crueities committed oa the nobility. Peaſants defeated, reduced, and 
Horiab, their mock king, publicly executed. Vigilance of the Pruſſian 
monarch, and efficacious meaſures purſued by him, for preventing any in- 
neowvation in the Germanic conſtitution and ſyſtem of policy. Treaty of 
union and confederation, for maintaining the indiviſibility of the empire, 
and the rights of the Germanic bedy, in general and particular, ſigned at 
Berlin cn the 23d of July 1785 3 the principal parties being the King if 
Pruſſia, the elector of Brunſwick Lunenburgb, and the elefor of Saxony, 
Meaſures purſued by the court of Vienna to prevent or to counteract the new 
league prove incffeftive. King of Pruſſia's expoſition of the cauſes and 
m5tives <vhich led to the new German cenfederation, generally apt roved by 
the neighbouring pcabers. The appearances of immediate war in Germany 
tem ſo be ſuperſeded by a more moderate diſpoſition, and the queſtions upon 
the exchange of Bavaria are ſuffered to die away without farther expla- 


xalion or diſcuſſion. The fterm cf war being di dei ted from the Luaw Coun- 


tries, by the great impcriance of the political queſtiens 4ukich unexpecttaly 
aroſe and were agitated in Germany, the republic of Heitand thereby gained 
tie i0 provide the mare cffeetually far ihe worſt that might happen, as 
evell as for endeawvouring to ward off the evil entirely by an accommoda- 
2%  Negociaticns reſumed at Parts, under the auſpices of M. de Ver- 
gernes, Dutch deputics received at Vienna by the emperor, Speech and 
aiiwer. | Definitive treaty of peace between the emperor and the ref. bit 
cf Holland conciaded under the mediation and guarantee of France. Prin- 


eipal lipul ations of the treaty. Treaty of alliance and friendſhip betaween 
France and Holland, finally ratified on the 251% of December 1785, Ac- 
eount of the Spaniſh expedition againſt Algiers in the year 1784 ; and 1 


cauſes which prevented its in/ertion in the buſiveſs of that year, 


JI was in the height ef the 
i conteſt about the Schelde, when 
the public attention Was fully en- 
groſſed, and the cmperor's mind 
iunppoiecck to be entirely occupied 
by that momentous. ſubje&, that 
the world was aſtoniſhed by the 


openiag of 2 new ſource of jealouſy 


and diſcord in Germany, What 
rendered this new Buſineis entirely 


-unaccountable was, that it not only 


ſ.emed in its nature, principle, and 
deſign, to run directly counter to al 
the meaſures which that prince had 
hitherto purſued, and was ſtill, with 
no leſs apparent eagerneſs and de- 


termination 
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termination purſning, with reſpect 
to Holland and the Schelde, but at 
once ſhut out all the avowed and 
imputed views, from which the con- 
teſt was ſuppoſed to originate. 

This new ſubject of alarm and 
contention was no leſs, than the 
propoſed or ſuppoſed exchange of 
an antient and great electorate in 
the heart of Germany, for the Au- 
ftrian Netherlands; thoſe very Ne- 
therlands upon whoſe account the 
emperor ſeemed at the time on the 
point of encountering all the hazards 


of a war, whoſe conſequences (as 


had been well obſerved, and ſtrong- 


ly urged by the court of Verſailles) 
could not be calculated. 


We have formerly given a full 
account of the immediate meaſures 
purſued by the court of Vienna up- 
on the death of the late elector of 
Bavaria, to ſeize and annex to the 
Auſtrian dominion a great part of 
that electorate; together with thoſe 
looſe and undefined claims then laid 
and kept open with reſpect to the 
remainder, which ſeemed evidently 
calculated, when. the proper ſeaſon 
arrived, to be extended to and to 


embrace the whole of that extenſive 


dominion *. The Pruſſian monarch 
became, upon that great and very 
critical occaſion, the diſtinguiſhed 
and ſucceſsful guardian and pro- 
tector of the rights of the German 
princes, and the liberties of the 
Germanic body in general. The 
war which he then undertook, 
though not illuminated by thoſe 
dazzling actions which captivate 
the imagination, yet conſidered in 
its motives, with the diſiatereſted- 
neſs which marked his whole con- 
duct, through the progreſs and con- 
cluſion of the conteſt, may poſſibly 


ſerve to crown him with more un- 
fading laurels, than the molt ſplen- 


did acts and the moſt plorious 
victories of his youth. 


The peace 
concluded at Teſchen, on the 13ta 
of May 1779 ./ ſo effectually an- 
nalled the claims ana pretenſions 
of the Houſe of Auſtria upon the 
cominions of Bavaria, that it might 
be ſuppoſed to have cut off the pol- 
ſioility of any future diſcufion or 
conteit upon that ſubject. | 
But though the neceſiity of appa- 
rently relinquiſhing the delipn was 
then predominant, yet the object 
preſented fo irrefiſtible a tempta- 
tion, that the defire of its acquiſi- 
tion could not be foregone. And 
as the ſame great obſtacles ill re- 
mained to the obtaining of it by 
force, other means were to be tried, 
and meafures of another nature pur- 
ſued. | 
Ambition and vanity ſeldom 
grow old, and the lure of a crown | 
was ſuppoſed to have been ſucceſs. 
fully held out to the el -der pala- 
tine, in order to indece him to an 
exchange of the Dutchy of Bavaria, 
including all thoſe appendages 
which were left and confirmed to 
it by the treaty of Teichen, for the 
Auſtlan Netherlands, which were 
to be conſtituted a kingdom, under 
the revived denomination of Auſ- 
traſia. Nothing could certainly 
have been more advantageous to 
the houſe of Auſtria, or more con- 
ſonant to its views of - ſupreme 
greatneſs, than this exchange. For, 
excluſive of the precarious tenure 
by which the Low Countries were 
held, and which was now perhaps 
more ſenſibly felt than at any 
former time, the acceſhon of o 


large and conſiderable a. country 


* See Ann. Regiſter, vol. xxi. for the vear 1778. Hiſt, Article, P. I to 35. 


T See Ann. Regiſter, vol. xxiii. Hiſt. Art, p. 5. 
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2. Bavaria, rendered ſtill more im- 
a by its peculiar ſituation, 
beſides rounding and completing 

the Auftrian dominions, would 
have conſolidated ſuch a great and 
compacted body of power, as no- 
thing afterwards in the empire, 
conſidering the diviſion and general 
weakneſs of its ſtates, could be ſup- 
Poied able in any degree to coun- 


terpoize. | 
On the other hand it would ſeem, 
that nothing leſs than the paſſion of 
filling a throne, for however ſnort 
a time, and the empty gratifica- 
tion of leaving a name enrolled in 
the mouldering catalogues of for- 
gotten kings, could have induced 
the elector, at his time of life, and 
without children, to enter into a 
meaſure fo diſagreeable to his ſub- 
Jes, fo dangerous to his co-eſtates 
of the empire, and ſo unjuſt to his 
apparent heirs and preſumptive ſuc- 
ceſſors, as the dominion which he 
was to obtain bore no adequate pro- 
portion in the great objects of ex- 
tent, number of inhabitants, im- 
portance, or ſecurity, tu the coun- 
try which he was to give in ex- 
change. | 
No ſeaſon, however, could well 
be choſen, that was leſs favourable 
to the carrying of ſuch a meature 
Into execution, than the preſent. 
The attention of Europe was already 
much rouſed by the northern alli 


ance, and by a ſucceſßon of mea-. 


ſures or projects which were ſup- 
poſed to have ariſen from it; ſo that 


the more diſtant as well as the 


nearer powers began now to en- 
- tertain no ſmall jealouſy of the 
conduct and views of theſe two 
pieat empires, whoſe union ap- 
peared to be fo ſtrictly cemented, 
that they were ſcarcely to be conſi- 
dered ia any. other point of view 
thaa that oi acting under the lame 


common influence of deſign, and 
under the impulſe of the ſame com- 
mon intereſt in every thing. In 
ſuch a diſpoſition and ſtate of cir. 
cumſtances, it was ſcarcely reaſon. 
able to expect, that an innovation 
in the con/titution of the Germanic 
body, as well as in the general ſyſ. 
tem of European policy, could by 
any means paſs unqueſtioned; or 
indeed that the attempt would not 
be attended with much difficulty 
and danger. | 
The negociation upon this in- 
tended barter was conducted with 
ſuch extreme cloſeneſs and ſecrecy, 
that no ſuſpicion of the deſign was 
entertained, even by thoſe who were 
the moſt immediately intereſled in, 
and would be the moſt deeply at- 


fected by the meaſure, until the 


treaty was ſuppoſed to be already 
far advanced, if not abſolutely con- 
cluded. This buſineſs was likewiſe 
attended with the peculiar circum— 
{tance of its exiſtence having been 
in the firſt inſtance abſolutely de- 
nied, and never atter fully acknow- 
ledged, by the contracting parties 
themſelves. A letter from the 
empreſs of Rufſia to the duke of 
Deuxponts, tending to induce him 
to an acquieſcence in, if not a con- 


fir mation of, the propoſed ſcheme of 


exchange or barter, was the firſt in- 
telligence which that prince, the 
preſumptive heir and ſucceſſor to 
the elector palatine in all his eſtates, 
dominions, and titles, received, that 
any. ſuch defign was in agitation. 
This letter was probably received 
about the cloſe of the year 1784, 


as the king of Pruſſia was informed 
of the whole affair by the duke, 


who claimed his interference and 
protection as guarantee of the treaty 
of Teſchen, early in the following 

month of January. 
In whatever terms the duke's 
aulwel 
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anſwer was conveyed, it was ſo ill 
taken by the court of Peterſburgh, 
that the refuſal was probably very 
peremptory. 


peace at Teſchen, and being a gua- 
rantee to the treaty. The empreſs, 
in her anſwer, declared, that ſhe 
had conceived this project to be 


| the only ſure means of preventing 


a war: that upon this ground ſhe 
very ſeriouſly wiſhed for its being 
carried into immediate execution: 
that theſe ſentiments had indeed 
diftated the letter written by her 
to the duke of Deuxponts, inviting 
him, in the moſt friendly manner, 
to come into the ſcheme ; but find- 


ing herſelf ill requited for her good 


offices, ſo far as could be judged 
from the anſwer which ſhe received 
from the duke, which is of a tenor 
that ſhe neither can nor ſhall give 


| any reply to, ſhe had dropped all 


farther concern in the buſineſs; 
and the empreſs declares to the 
king, that ſhe has no intentions to 
enforce the execution of this project, 
excepting thas the parties more im- 


mediately concerned ſhould fully 
| agree to it. | 


But, previous to this develope- 
ment of the bufineſs by the empreſs 


of Ruſſia, both the courts of Mu- 


nich and Vienna had thought it 
neceſſary publicly to, contradict the 
reports which were ſpread upon 
the ſubj:&, and to aſſert, that they 
were untounded 3 and though the 
expreſſions were looſe and general, 
they were evidently intended to 


. convey an idea that no ſuch deſign 


tad exiſted, The ſtates of Bavaria 
were ſo exceedingly alarmed at the 
report, that the elector thought it 
neceſfary to give them ſome ſatiſ- 


The king of Pruſſia 
immediately remonſtrated ſtrongly. 
| with that court upon the ſubject, as 
| having been a mediator of the 


faction on the ſabjet. He aſſured 
them, in a written document, dat- 
ed on the 13th of February 1785, 
that the reports ſpread of a pre- 
tended treaty betwe.n him and the 
imperial court, relative to an ex- 
change of country, were without 
foundation; that the convention be- 
tween him and that court, which 


had been lately ratified, related 


only to the adjuſtment of limits; 
and that he had already ordered an 
extract of that treaty, ſo far as it 
concerned the provincial ſtates, to 
be communicated to them. 

Though this anſwer ſeemed to af- 
ford ſome temporary ſatisfaction, yet 
it was ſoon conlidered as not being 
ſufficiently explicit; a general appre- 
nenſion and alarm was ſpread among 
the people; and the order of burgh- 
ers joined the nobles-in the moſt 


preſſing ſolicitations to the elector 


for a farther and clearer explana- 
tion. The diſcontents excited upon 
this occaſion ſerved to renew witk 
additional force thoſe old animoſt- 
ties which, through a long courſe of 
mutual injuries and cruel wars, had 
for ages ſubſiſted between the inhabi- 
tants of Bavaria and the Palatinate. 
This ill temper became ſo preva- 
lent, that all the powers of diſci- 
pline and deſpotiſm were icarcely 
ſufficient to prevent the Bavarian 
and electoral troops from proceed-. 


ing to the moſt dangerous extre- 


mities. It was even faid to have 
pervaded the elector's palace and 
court; and it was reported, that 
the very grooms could not be pre- 
vented from coming to blows in his 
ſtables. _ | + FI 
Waile the emperor, by a courſe 
of policy not very explicable, nor 


ſeemingly well connected, was ſtrow- 


ing the ſeeds of foreign jealouſy 
and commotion ; the multifarious 
| 8 p:0, ets 
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projects which he adopted at home, 
and the continual innovations in all 


the eſtabliſhed forms of internal 
government, laid ſuch a foundation 


of diſcontent in a very great and 
valuable part of his ſubjects, as 
ſeemed capable, in its conſequences, 
of interfering in no {mail degree 
with his foreign views. | 

Of all his dominions the noble 
kingdom of Hungary, whether con- 
ſidered wich reſpect to extent, in- 
trinſic value, or the peculiar charac- 
ter of its inhabitants, ſeemed to 
merit a very high, if not the firſt 
place, in point of conſideration, 
and particularly to demand the 
greatelt attention and the moſt le- 
nient hand in its government. The 
brave and haughty. nobility, and 
the warlike inhabitants of that 
country, after having, through a 
_ courſe of ages, ſhed ſo much blood 
in reſiſting the invaſions of their 
rights, and the various oppreſſions 
to which foreign government 1s but 
too prone, had at length the unpa- 


ralleled magnanimity, without any 


retroſpect to paſt injuries, to fave 
the houſe of Auſtria, at a ſimilar ex- 
pence of blood, perhap3 from final 


diſſolution, in the hour of its great- 


eſt diſtreſs, and molt imminent dan- 
ger. Every body knows the fitua- 
tion in Which the late Maria The- 
reſa's affairs were, when, with the 
Preſent emperor, an infant, in her 
arms; ſhe threw herſelf and him 
for refuge and protection upon 


the. genetoſity of that gallant nobi- 
The affection and ardour 


lity. 
with which her diſtreſs and elo- 


© quence inſpired them, is not leſs a 


. tubjet of admiration; nor how 
ſpeedily and effectually they turned 
the tide of fortune in her favcur, 
Perſonal gratitude for ſo unexam- 


35 pled a ſervice, operated during the 


long reign of that great princeſs,” 
in producing a great regard to the 
privileges of the Hungarians, and 
their government was conducted 
upon ſuch principles, as afforded 
general ſatisfaction, and conſe. 
quently ſerved to confirm their zeal 
and attachment. 

A haughty, martial, and ancient 
nation, etpecially if they have not 
been ſoftened by arriving at the 


higheſt point of cultivation and re- 


finement, are generally (perhaps 
always) great enemies to innova- 

tion, and exceedingly tenacious 
of their old forms and cuftoms ; 
even though theſe might admit of 
or require improvement. This dif. 
poſition will be fortified and in- 
creaſed, if it is accompanied with 
ſtrong national prejudices and aver- 
ſions, founded upon a ſenſe of ſor- 
mer injuries. Men are indiſpoſed 
to follow the example, or to adopt. 
the cuſtoms, of thoſe whom they 
hate, however laudable; and the 

Hungarians had no predilection in 
favour of the Germans, nor of their 


| government. 


The emperor, in the courſe of 
his numberleſs ſchemes of reform, 
had trenched deeply upon the civil 
and religious eſti4bliſhments of Hun- 
gary. He had new-modelled their 
courts of juſtice, and reduced their 
number from thirty-eight, which 
was that of the diſtricts into which 
the kingdom was divided, to ten 
only; which was conſidered as 2 
number inſufficient for its due ad- 
miniſtration in ſo extenſive a coun- 
try. He had introduced the Ger- 
man mode of military eonſcription, 


than which nothing could have been 


more odious to the people, into 


Hungary and the adjoining pro- 


vinces. He had likewiſe abridged 
the power, influence, and privi- 
lege; 


leges of the nobility; and ſeemed 
intent upon placing that kingdom 
under the ſame form of govern- 


ment with his Auſtrian provinces. 


The vaſt armies which were kept 
| on the frontiers to awe the Turks, 
ſerved to give a ſanction to theſe 
meaſures, but could not leſſen the 
diſcontent of the people. | 

The rude peaſants, inhabiting 
the mountainous and woody coun- 
tries which form the borders be- 
tween Tranſylvania and the Auſ- 
trian Wallachia, blind to conſe- 
| quences, and equally ignorant of 
their own force and condition for 
war, as they were of that which 
they were to encounter, broke out 
into an open, and, until its extent 
could be known, alarming rebel- 
lion, towards the cloſe of the year 
1784. It does not appear clearly, 
whether this revolt proceeded from 
their averſion to the new military 
conſcription, in conſequence of 
which they had been lately inrolled, 
and arms placed in their hands, or 


oppreſſion of their lords. It is 
probable that the operation of both 
cauſes concurred in the event ; but 
however that was, their fury fell in- 
diſeriminately upon the nobility and 
tae public officers. Their numbers 
amounted to fourteen or fifteen thou- 
land ; and fo totally ignorant were 
they of public affairs, and of all the 


circumſtances of their ſituation, that 


they ventured to elect one of their 
chiefs, and a peaſant like them- 
leives, named Horiah, to be their 
ing; and this extraordinary re- 
preſentative of majeſty had a ſeal 
actually made, with the repreſenta- 
uon of a ſpear piercing a heart, 
and the motto of Horiah, Rex Daciæ, 
inſcribed on it. 
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Theſe ſavage and infatuated pea- 


ſants committed the moſt hoffible 


cruelties. They attacked the no- 
bility ſeparately in their caſtles, 
which they every where deſtroyed» 
and maſſacred whole families, with- 
out diſtinction of age or ſex, About 


200 of the nobility were butchered 


in this manner, before they had 
time either to eſcape or to make 
any effectual preparation for de- 
fence. The numbers and fierce- 
neſs of the rebels ſupplying the 
want of diſeipline and military 
ſeill, they for ſome time repeatedly 
defeated ſuch ſmall detachments of 
troops as could be haſtily collected 

to oppoſe their ravages. | 
Though this ſtate of things could 
not be laſting, yet, through the 
nature and difficulties of their rude 
country, as well as the diſtance of 
the royal forces, the rebellion ſub- 
ſifted for three or four months before 
it could be finally ſuppreſſed, The 
infurgents had, however, the cou- 
rage or raſhneſs to venture a ge- 
neral action with the Auſtrian 


forces, in which they dearly pur- 


chaſed a full knowledge of their 
inſufficiency to ſupport fuch a con- 
tention, they being routed with- 
out difficulty, and a conſiderable 
ſlaughter made; with little loſs to 
the victors. The mock king, 
Horiah, with their two other prin- 
cipal leaders, having been betrayed 
by their own followers, as Pugat- 
cheff had, in a ſimilar enterprize, 
{ome years before in Ruflia, were 
ſurprized, and taken alive in a cave. 
One of theſe found means to hang 
himſelf with a very narrow undif- | 
covered girdle, which he wore next 
to his {kin, poſſibly for that pur- 
poſe. Horiah, and the other, were 
tent about as a public ſpeRacle, to 
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undergo different parts of their al- 
lotte@ puniſhment, in the ſcenes of 
their greateſt enormities, and in the 
fight of their deluded followers, A 
fixed number of the inhabitants 
from each of the rebellious diſtricts 
were at length obliged to attend at 
the place of execution, in order to 
behold their miſerable exit upon the 
wheel. The tragedy did not en- 
trrely end here; for the priſons be- 
ing over-crowded by the great num- 
ber. of prifoners taken, they ſoon 
generated a peſtilential diſtemper, 
which was pot only fatal to many of 
theſe unhappy people, but did much 
miſchief in the country; ſo that, in- 
Kead of thinking of farther puniſh- 
ment, beſides throwing the priſon 
doors open, the recovery of the in- 
i2Qed, and the means of preventing 
the contagion from ſpreading far- 
ther, became the only objects of 
attention. 

In the mean time, the ever vigi- 
lant monarch of Pruſſia was taking 
the moſt efficacious meaſures for 


preventing the exchange of Bavaria, 
tor protecting in all reſpects the 


rights, and for preſerving from vio- 
lation thoſe family conventions, by 
which the different branches of the 
Palatine line were mutually bound 
to each other and to the empire. 
For theſe purpoſes, and to counteract 
the effect of that dangerous union, 
and of that vaſt power + hich might 
be combined againit himſelf angly, 
he found it neceffa:y to form an 
alliance and confederation” with 


- thoſe neighbouring princes, who. 


were equally intsreſted in preſerving 
entire the Germanic iyſtem and the 
conſtitution of the empire, and 
whole joint power might be futh- 
cient to give effect to their union. 
Nothing could be more vexa- 
tioully alarming to the court of Vi- 


eftabiiſhed, would ſerve highly to 


enna, nor any thing more ſubver. 
five, in various reſpe&ts, of itz 
views. 'Fhe manner in which it 
was felt, and the deep reſentment 
which it inſpired, were ſufficiently 
obvious, from the bitterneſs which 
was expreſſed againſt its great fram- 
er, who was deſcribed as little le 
than being the common dilturber of 
mankind, as well as of Germany; 
while not only the preſeat alarm, but 
all the evils which might in conſe. 
quence of it diſtrat the empire, 
and poſſibly involve it in blood and 
ruin, were imputed to the inordinate 
ambition and ſiniſter deſigns of that 
monarch. DT: 

The king bore theſe perſonal 
cenſures and imputations to all ap- 
pearance with the moſt perfeR in- 
difference. He juſtiſied his condud 
upon the grounds of reaſon, jauſlice, 
and policy: no warmth of reply, no 
cenſure, no feverity of retort, ap- 
peared in any of his publications, 
A report which was ſpread at tha 
time, if the fact ſhould hereafter be 


exalt that monarch's character, aud 
to ſhed much additional luſtre upc! 
his peſt and preſent conduct in ile 
buſineis of the Paiatinate. It wi 
reported, that two rich, exteaſte, 
and ſovereign biſhoprics (one d 
them vying in power and great? 
with the ecclefiaftic electorates) welt 
held out to him in perpetuity, 2 
temptation for not oppoſing the de. 
ſigned ſcheme of barter ; and that 
he rejected the propoſal (or, as if 
is ſaid himſelf to have termed it, it! 
bribe) with the ſtrongeſt mar d 
indignation. | | 

The court of Vienna had ſhifts 
its ground, fo far as its commune 
cations to the public went, with e. 
ſpect to the affair of Bavaria. 4 
firlt it was generally diſavowed * 

| re 


- 
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report declared to be totally un- 
| Sanded, and ſtrong infinuations 
thrown out, that it originated in a 
| certain quarter, where an inſidious 
diſpoſition to perplex the affairs, 
and to diſturb the peace of the em- 
| pire, was conftantly prevalent, But 
| after the propoſal from Ruſſia to the 
duke. of Deuxponts, and the pro- 
| mulgation of the buſineſs by that 
prince, the exiſtence, or abſolute 
concluſion of the treaty, ſeemed only 


itſelf was juſtified 3 the competency 
both of the emperor and the elector 
to make any amicable exchange of 
territories, which might ſuit their 
mutual intereſt or convenience, be- 
ing ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on; while it 
was held out that ſuch a meaſure, 
being unaccompanied with force or 
violence, and calculated equally for 
the accommodation or advantage of 
' WE both parties, could not in any de- 
| pree be conſidered either as a vio- 
lation of the general laws of the 


r © empire, or a breach of any particu- 
klar treaties. 

205 In the midſt of theſe complicated 
50 affairs, while ſomething was like- 


wiſe to be apprehended from the 
movements and diſpoſition of the 
Ottomans, the emperor had points 
of the greateſt importance to his in- 
tereſts, and very near to his heart, 


© WV bich a part of his foreign policy 
e, militated in the ſtrongeſt manner. 


Theſe were no leſs; than the election 
of his nephew, and preſumptive ſue- 
ceſſor in his hereditary dom inions, 
tne archduke Francis, ſon to the 
great duke of Tuſcany, to the 
Unity of king of the Romans, 
which could only preſerve the em- 
pire in his family; and the other 


tue erection of a ninth ele gorate, 


to be denied, while the meaſure in 


to carry within the empire, againſt 


Nas of little leſs importance, being 


to ſupply the chaſm in that body, 
which the extinction of the houſe of 
Bavaria had occaſioned. . 
The candidates for the new elec- 
torate were the landgrave of Heſſe 


Caſſel, and the duke of Wirtem- 


bergh, The former, from his 
power, wealth, and extent of domi- 
nion, would undoubtedly ſtand alone 
as a Claimant; if no other conſide- 
rations than theſe were to interfere ; 
but the duke of Wirtembergh's 
eldeſt daughter being conſort to the 
grand duke of Ruſſia, and his 
youngeſt the intended ſpouſe of the 
archduke Francis, the emperor's 
apparent heir, it was of the greateſt 
importance to. theſe two powers, 
that he ſhould be promoted to the 
rank and office of ninth elector, as 
well for ſecuring thereby a majority 
of ſuffrages in favour of the intended 
king of the Romans, as for more 
remote cauſes. Nothing then could 
ſeem more irreconcileable with the 
purſuit of theſe objects, than the ex- 
citing and ſpreading that general 
alarm and apprehenſion of his de- 
ſigns among the numerous members 
of the Germanic body, which it 
was impoſlible that the attempt of 
uniting Bavaria to the Auſtrian do- 
minions, upon whatever conditions, 
or under whatever pretence, ſhould 
not occaſion, even if the whole Pa- 
latine line had conſented to the- 
„! .E--; 5 | 
The new treaty of union and 
confederation, for maintaining the 
indiviſibility af the empire, the 
rights of the Germanic body in ge- 
neral, and of the reſpective ſtates in 
particular, was ſigned at Berlin on 
the 23d of July 1785 ; the N 
parties being the king of Pruſſia, 
the king of Great Britain, as elector 
of Brunſwick Lunenburgh, and the 
elcQor of Saxony. The margrave 
ce BIS of 
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of Anſpach, the duke of Deuxponts, 
and ſome other princes, were either 
then or ſoon after included in it, 
and it was either known or ſup- 
poſed, that -it had received the 
ſanction of {ſeveral others of no (mall 
power (among whom Sweden was 
mentioned) who were ready, if the 
occaſion called, to become parties 
to the alliance. 

As the court of Vienna had omit- 
ted no means in its progreſs to pre- 
vent this league of union from being 
carried into execution, ſo the re- 
ſentment now ſhewn was propor- 
tioned to the vexation which it ex- 
cited. Circular declarations were 
publicly addreſſed to all the courts 
of Europe and ſtates of the empire, 
endeavouring to give an odious co- 
Jour to the treaty, and exclaiming 
againſt it, as being founded only on 
private, fiviſter, and ambitious de- 
ſigns, as tending to diſturb the peace 
of the empire, and as being in its 
nature and deſign inimical to the 


Germanic conſtitution, and to the 


liberties and rights of that body. 
lo the mean time the imperial 
miniſters at the German courts 
were inſtructed ſtron gly to repreſent 
the miſchiefs and dangers of ſuch 
confederations; that, beſides that 
being injurious to the body at large, 
individual members, by acceding 


„to them, were impoling fetters on 


themſelves, as they would thereby 
be reſtrained from thoſe amicable, 


neighbourly, or family exchanges 


of territory, or arrangement of li- 
mits, which might be equally con- 
venient and ſerviceable to the par- 
ties on both fides; and which could 
not in any degree be conſidered as 
the ſmalleſt violation of the conſti- 
tution of the Germanic body. They 
were likewiſe to preſs ſtrongly, in 
the emperor's name, thoſe ſtates 


tereſt connected with the Germanic 


which had not declared themſelye, 
for an open, preciſe, and categoii. 
cal anſwer, as to their determination 
on that point; and if the anſye 
was favourable, to propoſe the quel. 
tion, whether they did not think i 
might be neceſſary to form a coun- 
ter alliance, in order to oppoſe thol? 
violent enterprizes againſt the con. 
ſtitution, which were to be appre. 
hended from the former. If thi 
leading queſtion was agreed to, they 
were then to require their acceſſo 
to an alliance, which his imperi 
majeſty had ſuggeſted for the 
fence of the conſtitution, _ 

There is no room for ſuppoſiny 
that this ſcheme of a counter all: 
ance was productive of any effet, 

On the other fide, the king d 
Pruſſia communicated to thoſe ſore 
reigns who were by treaty or in 


body, a declaration, ſigsed at ber 
lin on the 23d of Augutt 1785, cor 
taining an expoſition of the cauſr 
and motives which not only led 
the new German confederation, bu 
which rendered the meaſure ab 
Ivtely neceſſary for the preſeryatil 
of the empire. In this piece, alle 
delineating the conduct and appt 
rent views of the court of Yiewi; 
expoſing the futility of the dillinc 
tion, with reſpect to its conſequenct 
between a forced and voluntary e 
change of Bavaria; and refuting te 
poſition held up on the other ft 
that the latter would be neither! 
violation of the Germanic conſt 
tion, nor a breach of particu! 
treaties; he proceeds to ſhew il 
dangerous tendency and conſequ! 
ces of that meaſure, if permitted ( 
be carried into execution. 
ſtates, that the addition of fo i! 
and ſoextenſive a country as B 
ria to the dominion of the houk® 
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Auftria, which already preponderat- 


ed too much in the ſcale, would 


take away all balance of power in 
Germany ; that the ſecurity, as well 
as the liberty of all the ſtates of the 
| empire, would then depend only 
upon the diſcretion of that houſe; 
and he exclaims, that that great and 
powerful houſe ought to be content- 
| ed with its vaſt monarchy, and not 
| to think any more of an acquiſition 
ſo alarming, not only to Germany, 
but to all Europe. „ 


He reminds the maritime powers, 


| that the houſe of Auſtria was bound 


| to them, by the barrier treaty of 


1715, never to alienate any part of 


| the Netherlands to any prince, ex- 


cepting only to one of their own 
& houſe; a ſtipulation which could not 
| be ſet aſide without the conſent of 
all the contracting parties. After 
touching ſlightly upon the unde- 
| ſerved reproach which ſo inoffenſive 
a meaſure had drawn upon himſelf, 
and the attempts made to throw an 
odious colour apon the treaty, he 
| proceeds to ſhew, that ſuch alli- 
ances, calculated merely for mutual 
ſecurity, and for the preſervation of 

mutual rights, were conformable to 
| the laws of nations as well as of the 
| empire, and to the practice of all 
ſtates; and that the preſent treaty, 
extending merely to theſe objects, 
and being purely defenſive, could 
not adminiſter any juſt cauſe of of- 
fence or jealouſy to any other power. 
He obſerves, that he had not en- 
tered wantonly into this meaſure : 
that his ſituation in the empire, 
| along with a due regard to his own 
ſecurity and that of his co-eſtates, 
placed him under an indiſpenſable 
obligation to purſue all meaſures 
tnat were neceſſary for preſerving 
inviolate the Germanic conſtitution 
and ſyſtem : that beſides this gene- 


bound in the pre 


ral obligation, he was particularly 
eſent inſtance, as 
guarantee both of the treaties of 
Weſtphalia and Teſchen. 
The reception which this decla- 
ration of the king's generally met 
at the courts to which it was com- 
municated, was by no means flat- 
tering to the hopes, or encouraging 
to the views of the court of Vienna. , 
Even the republic of Holland, cri- 
tical as its own ſituation ſtill was 
with the emperor, gave the warmeſt 
approbation to this alliance, for ſe- 
curing the peace of the empire, and 
maintainirg the rights of the Ger- 
manic body. At Peterſburgh only 
the communication was received 
rather coldly. The empreſs de- 
clared to the count de Goertz, am- 
baſſador from the king of Pruſſia, 
that not ſeeing the Germanic con- 
ſtitution threatened with any danger, 
and thinking it ſufficiently ſecured 
by the treaties of Weſtphalia and 
Teſchen, as well as by, the ſoleinn 
aſſurances which ſhe had herſelf 
given, in conjunction with the em- 
peror, ſhe could not perſuade herſelf 
that the confederacy, though it 
might eaſily give occaſion to jea- 
louſy and miſtruſt in the ſeveral 
ſtates, could in the leaſt contribute 
to put the conſtitution and liberties 
of Germany on a ſurer foundation. 
During theſe tranſactions the 
preparations for an immediate war 
in Germany had been carried on 
with great and equal vigour and 
induſtry on both ſides. Indeed this 
reſult of the diſpute ſeemed toy be 
conſidered ſo much as a certainty on 
one fide, that the emperor had his 
magazines removed into the interior 


countries, from thoſe parts of Bohe- 


mia and the adjoining provinces 
which were moſt liable to a ſudden 
irruption of the Pruſſian armies. 
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But the confederation, the counte- 
nance of the neighbouring powers, 
the approbition which the Pruſſian 
memorial met with, and the ap- 
parent general indiſpoſition of the 
German ſtates to the icheme of bar- 
ter, ſeemed all together to have re- 
tarded the enterprize, and to afford 
time for a more moderate diſpoſi- 
tion to take place. The queſtion 
upon the exchange of Bavaria was 
ſuffered to die away, without further 


explanation or diſcuſſion; and as 


the appearances of hoſtility ceaſed 
on the one ſide, they were of courſe 
diſcontinued on the other. 

White the ſtorm of war, thus un- 
expectedly turned from the Schelde, 
Was hanging over the mountains of 
Bohemia, Saxony, and Sileſia, the 
republic of Holland had leiſure 10 
recover from its firſt ſurprize; and 
ſedulouſly ſeized the unhoped-for 
opportunity of providing effectually 
at home for the worſt that might 
happen, and of endeavouring at the 
ſame time to ward off the evil and 
danger by an accommodation, 
France was, however, her ſhield of 
defence ; and through the ability 
and firmneſs of that great miniſter, 

the count de Vergennes, the re- 
public could not have had a more 
effectual ſecurity. YO 
It was impoſlible that the queen 
of France ſhould not be deeply af- 
feed by a conteſt, which ſo cloſely 
involved her.neareſt and deareſt con- 
nections, and threatened fo imme- 
diate and perhaps irreparable a 
breach of the harmony and friend- 
Thip ſubſiſting between them. 
was reported at the time, that on 
the morning of a day upon which a 


grand council was to be held, the 


reſult of which it was ſappoſed 
would be concluſive, with reſpect to 


the part that France ſhould tale, if 


his defigns againſt Holland to the 
laſt extremity, that amiable prin. 


M. de Vergennes on his way to the 


NR. 


the emperor perſevered in puſhing 


ceſs took an opportunity of meeting 


council, and, with a countenance 
deeply expreſſive of her anxiety and 
diſmay, ſaid, ſhe hoped he would 
not on that day forget that the em. 
peror was her brother ! to which 
the miniſter replied that he certain- 
ly ſhould not; but that he was 
bound likewiſe to remember, that 
the king of France was her huſband, 
and the Dauphine her ſon. 

Phe interpoſition and mediation 
of France was undoubtedly much 
facilitated in its effect, by the flate 
of affairs in Germany, and the un. 
certaiaty of the event with reſpet 
to Bavaria. The emperor's inflex- 
ibility was not, however, eaſily ſub- 
dued; and ſo many difficulties were 
thrown in the way of an accommo- 
dation, that through a great part ol 
the year 1785 it ſeemed yet ven 
doubtful what turn affairs might 
finally take. That prince's frequer: 
abſence from his capital, at ſezians 
when affairs of the greateſt 1mport- 
ance were in agitation, occaored 
likewiſe much delay in the tran!- 
acting of buſineſs of moment at tbe 
court of Vienna. | 

As princes ſeldom miſs any fe- 
yourable opportunity of obtaining 
money from-thoir ſubjects, aud thi: 
it was impoſſible any ſeaſon could 
be more auſpicious to ſuch a pur- 
poſe in the Netherlands than the 
prefent, when the ſpirits of thc 
peopie were highly exalted at the 
proſpect of a war ſuppoſed to be 
undertaken ſolely for the recover) 
of their rights, the ſtates of Bis. 
bant, both eccleſiaſtical and lecu. 
lar, were ſummoned by the impeſe 
miniſter, in the beginning of Marc 


78 
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my 


1785, to demand in his maſter's 
name, a loan of four millions of 
florins, to be paid in ſuch manner as 
ould be afterwards ſettled. This 
money was granted by the aſſembly 
with all the facility that the preſent 
circumſtances indicated. 
The negociations for an accom- 
modation between the empetor and 


Holland were in the courſe of the 


ſummer reſumed at Paris, under the 
auſpices of the French prime mi- 
niſter. And, towards the latter end 


of June, the barons de Waſſanaar 


and Leyden ſet out from the Hague, 
as deputies from the republic to the 
court of Vienna. The object of 
this deputation ſeems to have been 
that merely of making ſuch conceſ- 
fions on the part of the republic as 
might accord with the emperor's 
ideas of dignity, particulariy with 
reſpe& to the inſult offered to his 
flag; a point in which he ſeemed 
to think his honour ſo much con- 
cerned, that nothing leſs than ſatiſ- 


faction on that head could open the 


way to an accommodation. 
That ſovereign having 


July 24th, at length returned to Vi- 


1785. 


enna, aſter a long tour 


in Italy and elſewhere, granted an 


audience to the Dutch deputies. 
Their ſpeech to the emperor upon 
this occaſion was as ſubmillive as it 
well might be. They declared, 
that the ſtates never had the ſmalleſt 
intention either of offering injury 
to his imperial majeſty, or inſult 
to his flag: that through the whole 
train of circumſtances which had 
occurred, they had invariably re- 
gulated their conduct in ſuch a man- 
ner, as upon every occaſion unqueſ- 
tionably to ſhew the great regard 
and reſpect which they entertained 
or his imperial majeſty, ſo far as 
mrs could be done conſiſtently with 
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rupture, 


their own independence, their un- 
doubted rights, and their honour, 


That there was nothing they wiſhed 


more ſincerely, than to ſee that cor- 
dial amity, which had fo unfortu- 
nately been interrupted, again re- 


newed; and that they might be 


enabled to treat his ſubjects upon 
the ſame looting with thote of the 
republic. 

The emperor's anſwer, though 
ſtately, was ſatisfactory ; and while 
it ſuſtained the dignity, and did not 
conceal the ſuperiority ct rhe ipeak- 
er, conveyed a hint to the fates, of 
the propriety, if not neceſſity of ce - 
lerity in their proceedings, if they 


hoped to proſit of the preſent ſa- 


vourable opportunity cf healing the 
He told them that it was 
highly pleaſing to kim, that the re- 
public had, by their deputation, 
compl:ed with what he had required, 
as neceſſary to precede an accommo- 
dition. That he ſhould order his 


ambaſſador at Paris to reſume the 


negociations, under the mediation 
of his brother, the king of France; 
and he did not doubt but a ſpeedy 
concluſion would prevent the unhap- 
py occurrences, which muſt be the 
unavoidable conſequence of a far- 
ther delay, . ; | 

But notwithſtanding the favour- 
able omens that now appeared, ſome 
difficulties afterwards aroſe, which 
had nearly interrupted the negoci- 
ations, and occaſioned for a timg 
a renewal of the preparations for 
war and defence in the Low Coun- 
tries. Theſe aroſe upon the affair 
of Maſtricht ; for the emperor in- 
ſiſting upon the payment of a very 
large ſum of money on that account, 
tke ſtates wanted to bring up the 
old Sileſia loan, (being money 
which had been lent to the empe- 
ror Charles the VIth, upon the fe- 
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curity of the revenues of that 
duchy) and to place it as a ſet-off 


againſt a part of that demand. It. o 


is not always prudent to lend mo- 
ney to the powerful; nor is it at all 
times ſafe to demand its payment. 
This propoſal was received with 
the higheſt indignation; and it re- 
quired all the abilities of a Ver- 
gennes to prevent its proving fatal 
to the treaty, The mortgaged 
eſtate had changed its owner; the 
preſent emperor had received none 
of the money ; and he neither was 
now, nor ever had been in poſſeſ- 
ſon of Sileſia. 
only found it neceſſary to recede 
from this propolition, but had rea- 
Jon to think themſelves fortunate 


that it produced no farther conſe - 


Wende 


The preliminary articles of peace 
between the emperor and the ſtates 
general were ſigned at Paris on 
the 2oth of September 1785. In 
Nov. 8th, leis than two months af- 
ge. der the definitive treaty 
: Was finally concluded, 
and ſigned at Fontainebleau by all 
the parties, under the guarantee, 
as well as mediation, of his meſt 
chriſtian majeſty. 

The treaty of Munſter was laid 
down as the baſis of the preſent, 
and its ſtipulations to be in all caſes 
binding, where they were not ex- 
preſsly Septen by the new clauſes. 
The principal articles were—That 
the ſtates acknowledged the empe- 
ror's abſolute and independent fo- 
vereignty over every part of the 


Schelce, from Antwerp to the li- 


mits of the county of Saftingen, 
conformably to a line drawn in 
1664; they, of courſe, renouncirg 
rhe right of l-vying any tax or im- 

{ on that part of the river, and 
Piodig themſelves not to inter- 


The ſtates not 


rupt in any manner the commerce 
or e of his ſubjects there- 

: that the reſt of the river, be. 
yood thoſe limits to the ſea, toge- 
ther with the canals of the Sas, the 
Swin, and the other neighbouring 
mouths of the ſea, were to conti- 
nue under the ſovereignty of the 


ſtates general, conformably to the 


treaty of Munſter.— That the ſtates 
ſhould evacuate and demoliſh the 
forts of Kruiſchans and Frederic 
Henry, and cede the territories to 
his imperial majeſty.— That to give 
a new proof to the emperor of their 
deſire to eftabliſh the moſt perſet 
intelligence between the two coun- 
tries, the ſtates conſented to eva- 
cuate, and co ſubmit to his diſcre— 
tion, the torts of Lillo and of Lief 
kenſhock, with the fortifications in 
their preſent condition ; only Te- 
ſerving to themſelves the right of 
withdrawing the artillery and am- 
munition. 

That the emperor renounces all 
the rights and pretenſions which he 
had formed, or can form, in virtue 
of the treaty of 1673, upon Mat- 
tricht and its depending or ad. 
joining ſpecified territories; and 
that the Rates ſhall pay to his im- 
perial majeily the ſum of nine mil- 
lions and a half of florins, in the 
current money of Holland. They 
likewiſe &pulated to pay him halt 
a million more of florins, as an in- 
demnification to his ſubjects for the 
damages which they had foftained 
from the irundations.— The other 
articles went to ſeveral renanc!- 
tions of claims or rights on both 
ſides ; to mutual ceflions of villages 
or diſtricts; to the adjuſtment of 
limits; and to various local or in- 
ternal regulations. No forts or bat. 
teries to be in future raiſed within 
cannon- ſhot of the limits on ler 
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fde; and thoſe already conſtructed 


to be demoliſhed. All pecuniary 
claims or debts between the reſpec- 


tive ſtates to be annulled ; and the 


contracting parties were bound to 
renounce, without. any reſervation, 
all further pretenſions that either 
might have againſt the other. 

Thus was Holland, as if it were 
a winding-up of the calamities and 
loſſes brought upon her by the late 
unfortunate war, compelled to pur- 
chaſe, at a large expence in money, 
preſent. peace, and a future doubt- 
ful ſecurity, from a new and un- 
expected enemy. It would ſeem, 
from the emperor's letter of ac- 
knowledgment to prince Kaunits, 
for his ability and ſervices in the 
conduct and concluſion of this buſi- 
nels, as well as from the preſents 
which he made to the negociators, 
that its iſſue had been highly ſatis- 
factory to that ſovereign. The mo- 
rey was undoubtedly uſeful and 
welcome; but tt does not ſeem, upon 
the whole, that this affair was con- 
ſidered as redounding much to his 
nonour as a ſovereign, or as aſford- 
ing any great increaſe to his repu- 
tation as a politician. 

The count de Vergennes ac- 
quired the honour to his country, 
and the glorious diſtinction to him- 
ſelf, of being the pacificator gene- 
ral of the univerſe. It could not 
but be a grievous conſideration to 
Engliſhmen, that while France, 
through the happineſs of great mi- 
niſters at home, and their choice of 
able negociators abroad, was ſpread- 
ing her conſequence, and e&tending 
ner influence through the nations of 
the earth, Great Britain, through 
iome unaccountable fatality, ſeem- 
ed to be fallen from that high ſear, 
ia which ſhe had ſo long and fo 


gloriouſly preſided, and to be no 


following Chriſtmas - day. 


longer conſidered, or almoſt re- 
membered, in the general politics 
and ſyſtem of Europe. 


In two days after the treaty of 


peace between the emperor and 
Holland had been ſigned, the new 
treaty of alliance between that re- 
ublic and France was 
Fkewiſc concluded, and Dor. och, 
finally ratified on the 1785 
This 


treaty is founded upon, or includes 
all the principles, which can ſerve 
to bind and cement, in the cloſeſt 
and moſt indiſſoluble union of which 


they are capable, diſtinct nations 


under diſtinct governments; where- 
by they might mutually participate, 
in peace or in war, of good or of 
evil; and in all caſes adminiſter 


the moſt perfect aid, counſel, and 


ſuccour to each other. It may in- 
deed be confidered as a perfect 


model for ſuch documents in future; 


and is not, perhaps, to be equalled 
in theſe reſpects by any other treaty 
extant. 

Beſides the general ſtipulations, 
of the parties contributing every 
thing in their power for mutual ſe- 


curity, and for their reſpective pre- 


ſervation in tranquillity, peace, and 
neutrality, they guarantee each 
other in the actual poſſeſſion of all 


their eſtates, domains, franchiſes, 
and liberties, and mutually bind 


themſelves to protect each other 


from all hoſtile attacks in every 
part of the world. 


If their united 
good offices and exertions for the 


preſervation of peace, with reſpedt 
to either, ſhall prove ineffectual, 


they are to aſſiſt each other by ſea 
and land, in the following propor- 
tions, viz. — France ſhall furniſh 
Holland with 10, ooo effective in- 
fantry, 2,000 cavalry, with twelve 
ſhips of the line, aud fix frigates ; 


and 


* 


* 
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and their high mightineſſes, in caſe 
of a marine war, or that France 
ſhall meet with any hoſtilities by 
ſea, ſhall furniſh fix ſhips of the 
line, and three. frigates; and in 
caſe of an attack upon the territory 
of France, the ſtates general ſhall 
have the option of furniſhing their 
Jand contingent as they like, either 
in money or troops, at the eſtimate 
of 5, ooo infantry, and 1,000 ca- 
valry.— The power which furniſhes 
the ſuccours, whether in ſhips or 
men, ſhall pay and ſupport them, 
wherever they may;be employed, or, 
for whatever time, by the ally, and 


to be entirely at his diſpoſa] during 


the war, being immediately 48 ea 
to their own chief, but in ai] ope 
rations under the commander in 


chief of the requiring party ; ard 
while the avxijltaries remain in the 
ports or country of the requiring 


party, they are to be ſupplied with 
proviſions and neceſſaries upon the 


fame terms with his own ſhips and 


troops, —The contracting parties, 
as ſoon as either of them have fur- 
niſhed the ſtipulated ſupply, are 
bound to keep an equal number of 
ſhips and frigates armed, and in 
conſtant readineſs, to replace ſuch 


'as may be loſt by the accidents of 
war or ſea.— If the ſtipulated ſuc- 


cours ſhould be inſufficient for the 
defence of the requiring party, or 
for the purpoſe of procuring a pro- 


per peace, they ſhall be augmented 


as the neceſſity may require ; nay, 


they ſhall aſſiſt each other with all 


their forces, if necefiary ; - It being, 
however, agreed, that the contin- 


gent of trcops to be furniſhed by 


the ſtates general mall not exceed 
20, ooo infantry, and 4,000 cavalry, 


and that they are in all cates to pre- 


jerve the option, of furniting mo- 
ney in the place of land forces. 
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In the caſe of a naval war, in 
which neither of the parties are 
directly concerned, they ſhall my. 
tually puarantee to each other the 
liberty of the ſeas, Ke. &c.—lf 
either party is engaged in a war, 
10 which the other ſhall be obliged 
to take a direct part, they ſhall 
concert together the mott eftectual 
means of annoying the enemy, ard 
oblige him to make peace; and 
neither of them ſhall have jowwer 1 
dijarm, to make or receive prepojuls 
of peace or truce, without ihe con- 
ent of the ether ; and if a negocia- 
tion ſhall be opened, it ih: 111 not 
be begun and foilowed by either of 
the parties, without the participa— 
tion of the other, and they ſhall 
make each other acquzinied with 
all that paſſes in the {aid negociz- 
tion, —They are mutually bound to 
keep their forces at all times in 
good condition, and either pariy 
has a right to require and obtain 
from the other whatever ſat'sſac- 
tion it may think neceſſary reſpeQ- 
ing the ſtate of its military, and 
means of deſence.— Both parties 
ſhali faithfully communicate to each 
other thoſe engagements which ſub- 
ſiſt between them and other powers 
of Europe, which are to remain un- 
touched; and 7hey promiſe not 10 
contract any future alliance or engage- 
ment whatever, which fhail be di- 


rectly or indirealy contrary to tit 


preſent treaty. 

To cement the union ſtill more 
ſtrongly, a treaty of commerce is 
ſtipulated, by which the ſubjects on 
either fide are to be treated and 
conſidered by the other as the moſt : 
favoured nation. And, by one ot 
the ſeparate articles of the preſent, 
it is ſtipulated, that both parties 
ſhall, as much as peſible, turther 
their mutual profperity and advan: 
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tage, by rendering each other every 
aſſiſtance, both in counſel and ſuccour, 
upon all occaſions, and not agree to 


| any treaties or negociations which may 


be detrimental to each other, but ſhall 
give notice of any ſuch negociations, 
Tc. as ſoon as they are propoſed.— 
As the parties were at liberty to 
invite ſuch other powers as they 
thought neceſſary to join in this 


| treaty, it is evident that Holland 


may be conſidered as virtually 
boynd to become a party to the 
Bourbon family- compact, in its full 
extent. . 

Such are the unexpected revoly- 
tions which take place in the con- 
duct and actions of ſtates as well as 
of individuals. All the ſyſtems of 
policy which had been purſued for 
two centuries by the maritime pow- 
ers in the ſupport of a balance of 


power, all the conventions, treaties, 


and ties of union between them, 
founded upon the ſeemingly unfail- 
ing principles of a common in- 
tereſt, common views, common re- 
ligion, foreign danger, and com- 
mon defence, were now at once 


done away and diſſolved. 


We paſſed over the Spaniſh ex- 
pedition againſt Algiers in the year 
1784, as its inſertion would then 
have interrupted the order of our 
narrative, in the recital of affairs 
which were of far greater general 
intereſt and concern. The little 
advantage that had been produced 


by former expeditions was not ſuf⸗ 
ficent to deter the court of Madrid 


from farther attempts of the ſame 
nature; and it ſeemed as if the 
animoſity was ſo inveterate, that the 
annual attacks on the one ſide were 
to be renewed, and the deſtructive 
piratical war on the other perpetu- 
ated, during their mutual exiſtence. 

The effect hitherto produced by 


theſe repeated attacks on the fide of 


2 


Their land forces, now inured to 


lined their coaſts with batteries, 


ſince the days of the Barbaroſſas, 


Spain, had indeed been very unfa- 
vourable to all the Chriſtian ſtates 


| bordering upon the Mediterranean, 


Their ill ſucceſs ſerved at once to 


increaſe, in a very extraordinary 


degree, the confidence, fierceneſs, 
and cruelty of the Barbarians, and 
while they excited their adventure 
and revenge, inſpired them with no 
ſmall contempt of the courage and 
military proweſs of their enemies. 


war, had learned to withſtand re- 
gular attacks with firmneſs, and to 
make light of the burſting of ſhells, 
and the roar of cannon ; they had 
likewiſe procured good engineers, 


and covered them with a powerful 
artillery, | 7 | 

On the other hand, while they 
ſpared no pains or expence in pro- 
viding for ſecurity at home, their 
hoſtile exertions, both in the Ocean 
and the Mediterranean, went far be- 
yond any thing that had been known 


whether with reſpect to enterprize, 
courage, or effect; and differed 
only from the boldeſt enterprizes 
of thoſe tyrants of the ſea, in their 
being unmixed and purely naval, 
and the force not being in any de- 
gree, or at leaſt in any given point, 
ſo vaſt. The improvements in their 
marine, in the conſtruction and 
working of their veſſels, notwith- 
ſtanding the aids which they de- 
rived from European artificers in 
building, and renegadoes in man- 
ning them, was not a little aſto- 
niſhing. The Algerine corſairs 
were now built upon the model of 
the beſt European frigates; and 
the deſperate intrepidity with which, 
under whatever diſparity of force, 
they fought them to the very laſt ex- 
tremity, with the ſkill and addreſs 
which they diſplayed in action, 


would 
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would not have diſgraced the flag 
of any. maritime power whatever. 
Indeed it ſeemed neceſſary, that 
their crueky ſhould prevent the 
admiration excited by their con- 
rape, and that their being pirates 


* ſhould prevent their actions from 


being conſidered as heroic. 
Spain, along with her own great 


Preparation, thought it receſſary 


now to call in the aſſiſtance of ſuch 
of her friends and neighbours, as 
were from - ſituation in ctrcum- 
ſtances ſimilar to her own. Por- 
tugal and Naples were not leſs in- 
tereſted in quelling the rapacity of 
- that neſt of pirates than herielf ; 
and Malta embarked profeflionally 
in all ſuch enterprizes. The Ve- 


netians, indeed, were already en- 


gaped in a war with Tunis; and 
had for ſome time been farther in- 
volved in a very troubleſome diſpute 
with their younger fiſter, the re- 


public of Holland; which, though 


proceeding only from a private 
mercantile or pecuniary trantaction 
of no great value, had been con- 
ducted with ſuch a temper on both 
ſides, as more than once chreatened 
the moſt ſerious conſequences. 

The combined armament a- 
mounted to above 130 ſail, com- 
poſed of the ſame orders of veſſels 
Which we have heretofore deſcrib- 
ed; and it was computed, taat 
more than 16, oco ſeamen were em- 
ployed in their equipment. The 
ſhips of the line, for protecting and 
covering the attacks, were more 
numerous, and of a greater bulk 
and weight of metal than in the 
ſormer expedition; the rates riſing 
from ſixty- four to more than 
eighty guns. Of theſe, four were 
Spaniſh, two Malteſe, one Sici}14n, 
and two Portugueſe, 'Faree Mal- 
teſe gallies, and an equal number 
of Spaniſh, were very tall of men, 
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attacks which took place between 


| 


their complement (the ſlaves we 
preſume included) being little ſhort 
of 600 each. The boats for guns, 
mortars, and howitzers, were en. 
tirely Spaniſh, and amounted to 
71. The Neapolitans and Maltete 
furniſhed a proportion of the other 
veſſels. The conduct of this en- 
terprize, as of the former, was 
committed to admiral Don Antonio 
Barcelo. | 
The armament ar. 
e rived before Algiers ear- 
/®4* her than in the preceding 
year, and the firſt attack took place 
three days after. The Alpetines 
vere in a much mare formidable 
ſtate cf preparation than at any 
former period. They had not only 
adopted the Spaniſh method of con- 
ſtructing gun- boats, to a number at 
leaſt equal with thoſe of the afſail. 
ants, but ſeem to have improved on 
the model; for they are ſaid to 
have been ſtronger and more eltec- 
tive. They did not, however, 
venture out to meet the combined 
armament, which ſeems to have been 
expected, but their ſhi ps, gallies, 
and boats were drawn up with great 


judgment, and in excellent order, 


at about half cannon- ſhot diſtance, 
in the front of their forts and bat- 
teries, which were covered with 2 


tremendous artillery. 


IT'be firſt attack was very violent, 


and ſopported with the greateſt 


vigour and eourage for above ten 
hours; nor was the reſiſtance leſs 
fierce. Some boats were blown up 
on both ſides, but more on that of 
the Algerines; the town was like- 
wiſe ſet on fire by the ſhells, and 
continued to burn for ſome hours. 
The damage, however, does not 
appear to have been very conſider- 
able, and it was all that the town 
ſoſtained ; for in ſeven ſucceeding 


the 
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commanded or fought in one of 


the 12th and the 21ſt of July, the 
combined forces were never able to 
approach near enough for the ſhells 
to take effect; and are ſaid to have 
been in every one repulſed with 
Joſs, and furiouſly purſued by the 
Algerines, even under the cannon 
of the covering line of battle ſhips. 

Immenſe quantities of powder 
were conſumed, and of ſhot and 
ſhells expended on both ſides, in 
the courſe of this frequent action; 
while the emulation between the 
different nations engaged in the 
combined armament occaſioned a 
continual diſplay of the greateſt 
A knight of Malta, who 


the gallies, declares in a letter, 
that nothing could exceed the 
gallantry of the combined fleets, 
except the warlike ſpirit of the 
„ inhdels.,” Though the enter- 
prize neither was nor could be at- 


tended with the ſucceſs that was 


wiſhed or expected, yet, it was 
generally acknowledged, that the 
commander in chief, Don Antonio 
Barcelo, gained the higheſt ap- 
plauſe and honour by his conduct 
and gallantry through its whole 
courſe, He even propoſed and 
ſtrongly contended, notwithitanding 


the repeated failure which they had 


experienced, to make a final general 
attack, with a view of ſtorming and 


| forcing their way into the port; 
and to give the greater efficacy to 


the deſi zn, intended to have gone 
himſelf on board one of the bomb 
veſſels ; bur in this he was oppoſed 
by the uniform opinion of all the 
commanders, both natives and al- 
lies, who remonſtrated againſt it, 
upon the greatneſs of the danger, 


| and the little proſpect there was of 
its producing any adequate effect. 


It muſt afford a grateful ſatisfac- 
tion to every Engliſhman to find, 
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that even in this diſtant enterprize” 
and in which we had no concern” 
the martial and naval renown of his 


country ſhould have been nobly 


ſapported by the gallantry of an 
individual. Mr. Henry Vernon, 
nephew to the brave and once ce- 
lebrated admiral of that name, hav- 
ing ſerved as a volunteer in this ex- 
pedition, diſtinguiſhed himſelf with 
ſuch marked enterprize, conduct, 
and pallantry, in all the moſt ar- 
duous occaſions which were afford- 
ed by the various attacks and re- 
treats which took place 1n the ſevere 


conflicts with this fierce enemy, as 


to attract the notice and excite the 
admiration of all the commanders 
of the different nations preſent. 
In one of theſe he is ſaid to have 
ſaved the life of Don Barcelo, when _ 


the boat in which they both were 


was {truck by a cannon-ſhot from 
one of the forts. And though he 
was wounded in the 7th attack, yet, 
in ſo conſpicuous a light was his 
valour and merit conſidered; that it 
was intended he ſhould command 
one of the two leading ſhips, which 
were to attempt forcing their way 
into the port, in the final attack 
propoſed by Don Barcelo. 

It being agreed in a council of 
war, that nothing farther could be 
attempted with any probability of 
ſucceſs againſt the place, their am- 
munition likewiſe being nearly ex- 
hauſted, and the weather becoming 
foul, it was determined to return to 
Spain. But before the neceſſary 


preparations could be well made, 


ſuch a tempeſt came on in the night 
of the 22d of July, that the ſhips 
were obliged incontinently to put 
out to ſea; and it was ſuppoſed that 
they left more than a hundred an- 
chors and cables behind in taking 
their leave of Algiers. 
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SHA FP. IX. 


View of the character of the late parliament. \ Enormons Supplies dci 


in its firſt ſeſſion. Fruitleſs expenditure of this ſubjidy occaſions the 
reſolutions which terminated the American qquar. Evidence of the 
parliaments independence. Enumeration of important matters in avhich 
it wwas engaged. Rejſcinds the famous  refolution reſpecting the Mid- 
daleſex election. Diſappriints many, by not proſecuting certain enquiries, 
Sc. During the ſhort ſpace of two years, ſaw no leſs than five miniſters 
in ſucceſſion. Different opinions on its interference in their appointment and 
removal. Well inclined to ſupport the meaſures of the miniſter in power at 
the time of its election. The campaign of 1781 cauſes univerſal alarm, and 
eccaſions the commons to interfere to procure a change of councils, Miniſter 
acquieſces, Delay in af pointing a new miniftry occafions a threat of with- 
holding the ſupplies. Complexion of the new adminiſtration. Honourably 
ſupported, Negociates the peace; which is cenſured in parliament. The 
celebrated coalition formed. The miniſter, in conſequence, retires. Power 


acquired by the houſe of commons, in conſequence of the coalition. Different 


opinions entertained of that circum/iance. 4 he leaders of the coalition 
ſucceed to the miniſtry ; but are dijmiſſed, and a fifth minifiry appointed 
Addreſſes for its removal. Advantageoas ground, pofjefjed by the court, 


' favourable to refit the practice of diſmiſſing a miniſter at the requiſition 
of the commons. King's anfever to thoje addreſſes, calling for ſpecific charges 


againſt the miniſters, a meaſure well calculated to throw difficulties in the 


eway of ſuch parliamentary proceed;ngs. Inſtances in illuſtration thereof. 


Firmnejs of the commons. I heir diſſolution. Advantages paſſeſſed by the 
miniſiry upon that event. Cauſes of the ſupport the miniſtry received from 
the people, More than 160 members loſt their ſeats. Meeting of the new 
Parliament, Former ſpeaker re-choſen. Subſtance of his majeſty's ſpeech, 
"Addreſſes. Mr. Barke's jpeech on the meaſure of diſſolving the late 
parliament. His propoſed remonſtrance to the throne. Commutation ad. 
debate thereon, Bills for ſettling the Eaſt India dividend, for reſpite of 
duties, and for the better government of the affairs of that company; ana- 
„ of the latter, and fhetch of the debates thereon. T he budget—its con- 
gents. Bill for the reftoration of eſtates forfeited in the rebellion of 1745. 


Tue Lord Chancellor's argument againſt it; it h5wewver paſſes. Concluſion 


of the ſeſſion. Subſtance of the king's ſpeech, 


7 


1 proceed to the hiſ- in deliberations of greater magni- 


tory of the new parliament, 
which was appointed to meet on 
the 18th of May, it may not be 
Improper to take a ſhort view of 
the character of the late parlia- 
ment, with the diſſolution of which 
we cloſed the 6th chapter. | 
Perhaps no parliament ever fate 
in Great Britain that was engaged 


tude and importance, that cauſed 


more {ſignal revolutions in the ad- 


miniſtration of public affaire, or 


that ſaw the principles of the conſti- 
tution more violently agitated and 


ſhaken. 


In the firſt ſeſſion, the houſe of 
commons gave a conſpicuous proof 
of its liberality and zeal for the ſup- 

ports 


” 
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plies for the ſervice of the current 
vear to the amount of upwards of 


fruitleſs expenditure of this enor- 
mous ſubſidy produced, in the fol- 
lowing ſellion, the two celebrated 
reſolutions which put an end to the 
American war, and at the ſame 
time aſſerted the right of the com- 
mons to controul, by their authori- 
tative advice, the exerciſe of one 


of the crown. Theſe votes were 
carried in direct oppoſition to, and 
ja the face cf the moſt itrenuous 
exertions of tne court party: they 


militated directly, and in their 


certain conſequences, againſt the 


of members of parliament, and are 
therefore ſtrongly inſiſted on as a 
proof of the integrity and inde- 
pendence of that houſe of commons 
collectively conſidered. 

It next appears in the character 
of a reformer, By the bill for re- 
gulating the civil liſt eſtabliſh- 
ments, thirty-ſix offices, tenable 
by members of parliament, were 
aboliſned, and an order of pay- 


ment was framed, which rendered 


the accumulation of any tuture debt 
impracticable. On the ſame prin- 
ciple of reformation of their own 
houſe, connected with a principle 
of public economy, the commons 
paſſed an ack for rendering con- 
tractors with government incapable 
of {iting in parliament. On the 


ſame principles, a bill was paſſed 


to diiqualify all officers concerned 
jn the collection of any branch of 
the revenue from voting in elec- 


tions for members of parliament. 


On the ſ:me principles, ſeveral. of- 
ficers of the Exchequer were ſup - 
prefled, and the reſt, whoſe emolu- 
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port of goverament, by voting ſup · 


twenty-one millions ſterling. The 


of the moſt undoubted prerogatives 


intereſts of ſeveral powerful claſſes 
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ments were exceſſive, and grew in 
exact proportion to the burthens of 
the public, were reduced to mode- 
rate and fixed ſalaries, On the 
ſame principles, ſeveral important 
regulations, and the remedy of in- 
finite corruptions, diſorders and op- 
preſſions, were provided for in the 
bill for the management of the 
Eaſt India company's affairs, which 
was rejected in the houſe of lords. 
By the act for regulating the office 
of paymaſter general, the accumu- 
lation of the public money in the 
hands of the paymaſter, which had 
ſometimes amounted to upwards of 
a million, was prevented, and the 
intereſts of ſuch monies thereby 
ſaved to the public in future. The 
ſame houſe, for the purpoſe of aſ- 
ſerting the freedom of elections, 
and the rights of the electors, re- 
ſcinded the famous reſolution rela- 
tive to the Middleſex election, and 
expunged it from their journals. 

In its inquiſitorial capacity, its 
conduct has not been univerſally 
received with the ſame approba- 
tion. Many leoked for an en- 
quiry into the cauſes and conduR 


of the American war; others re- 


gard as a notorious failure of duty, 
that the India delinquents were not 
proſecuted to condign puniſhment ; 
and others expected a more vigo- 
rous inveſtigation of the facts re- 
lative to tlie undue influence exer- 
ciſed in the houſe of peers, and the 
impeachment of the inſtruments em- 
ployed therein. 5 
But the moſt important point of“ 
view, in which the late parliament 
claims our attention, remains ſtil] 
to be conſidered. Daring the ſhore 
period of two years, that parlia- 
ment ſaw no leſs than five miniſters, 
in ſucceſſion, at the head of public 
affairs. In the removal or appoint- 
ment 
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metit of theſe, the houſe of com- 
mons took no inconſiderable part; 


and its conduct therein has been 


variouſly repreſented ; on the one 
fide, as actuated by a ſpirit of faction, 
which threatened the deſtruction of 
the very forms of our government ; 


on the other, as ſupporting, with a 


becoming ſteadineſs and perſeve- 


rance, the true principles and ſpirit 


of the conſtitution. 

'The miniſter, under whoſe au- 
fpices the houſe of commons was 
elected, at a conjuncture highly 
favourable to the intereſts of the 
court, found them, as was naturally 
to be expected, inclined to give 
government the moſt liberal and 


unreſerved ſupport, a proof of which 


we have already had occaſion to 


mention. But the untortunate cam- 


paign of 1781, having cauſed an 


univerſal alarm for the ſafety and 
very being of the empire, the houſe 


of commons found it neceſſary to 
interfere by their authoritative ad- 
vice, and to indicate their wiſhes 
for an entire change of councils. 
The miniſter, ſo {con as he per- 
teived that he was no longer in 
poſſeſſion of the confidence of the 


. houſe, declared himſelf ready to 


reſign his office whenever his ma- 
jeſty ſhould think fit to name his 
Some delay intervening 
in che appointment of the new ad- 
miniſtration, ſo jealous were the 
commons of their authority, that 
threats were thrown out of having 


recourſe to the moſt violent of all 


parliamentary expedients, that of 
ſtopping the ſupplies of govern- 


ment“, if the deſires of the houſe 


ſhould not be ſpeedily complied 


with, 


„dee Mr. Thomas Pitt's (now lord Camelford) ſpeech in the debstes 


| 


The next adminiſtration, althou gh 
formed out of a party whoſe ſtrength 
in parliament had never appeared 
in point of numbers to be very 
conſiderable, and though generally 
ſuppoſed not to enjoy the perfect 
good-will of the court, met, not- 
withſtanding theſe diſcouraging ap- 
pearances, with an honourable and 
independent ſupport during its ſhort 
exiſtence. 

The adminiſtration of the noble 
earl, to whom his majeſty next en. 
truſted the direction of public af- 
fairs, paſſed almoſt entirely during 
the receſs of parliament. It fel] 


unfortunately to his lot, and that 


of his colleagues, to negociate the 
terms of a general peace, which 
was ſigned at Verſailles, on the 
zoth of January 1783. Upon the 
aſſembling of parliament, this mea- 
ſure was the firſt ſubject of their 
deliberations, and was judged to 


deſerve a ſtrong and ſevere cen- 


ſure. About the ſame time an 
event took place, which appearing 
evidently to have his diſmiſſion for 
one of its principal objects, cauſed 
the miniſter to retire without a 
ſtruggle. | 

This event was the celebrated 


coalition; and it was on this oc- 


caſion that the charge of faction 
and violence was firſt brought for- 
ward againſt that houſe of com- 
mons. There certainly can be no 
doubt, but that in conſequence of 


this junction the houſe of commons 


was enabled to effectuate the re- 
moval of the minifter whoſe mil- 
conduct they had juſt condemned; 
nay farther, perhaps to limit the 
king, in the choice of new minil- 
ters, to certain individual objects; 


and 
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and this, in the language of many, 
who, though violent aſſertors of the 
authority of the commons on a fi- 
milar occaſion, but ten months be- 
fore, profeſſed, on the preſent, an 
uncommon zeal for the prerogative 
of the crown, was repreſented as 
forcing the king's cloſet, trampling 
on the monarchy, and taking the 
ſceptre out of his majeſty's hands : 
but, on the other ſide, theſe effects 
were ſaid to be the natural and in- 
evitable conſequences of that ſyſtem 
of policy, and thoſe eſtabliſhed 
maxims of the conſtitution, which 
had invariably, and ſo happily, pre- 
vailed ever fince the acceſſion of the 
preſent family to the throne, and 
by which the jarring theoretic rights 


of the ſeveral branches of the le- 


giſlature could alone be ſafely ad- 
juſted. 5 
However this may be, there was 
no attempt at that moment to aſſert 
the prerogatives of the crown any 
further than in debate; and the 
leaders of the coalition conſequent- 
ly ſucceeded, according to eftabliſh- 
ed practice, to the offices of their 
vanquiſhed adverſaries 

We have already related the 
grounds on which his majeſty dif- 


| miſſed this miniſtry (the fourth with- 


in the year) from his ſervice ; the 
appointment of a fifth miniſtry, the 
high offence which ſeveral circum- 
ſtances attending thoſe two mea- 
ures gave to the houſe of com- 
mons, and their addreſſes to his 
wajeſty thereupon, for the removal 
If his new miniſters. Some ad- 
vantageous ground, which was at 
this time in poſſeſſion of the court, 
made it a favourable opportunity 
for attempting to reſiſt the prac- 


tice of diſmiſſing a miniſter at the 


requiſition of the commons, which, 


if not actually trenching on the 
Vor. XXVII. 


prerogative, was conſidered as too 
deeply affecting the perſonal con- 
ſequence of the ſovereign. On the 
two former occaſions, charges of a 
criminal nature either were or were 
ready to be brou gh. forward againſt 
the miniſter, whoſe removal was 
ſought after ; and it 1s probable, 
that the ready compliance, at thoſe 
times, with the wiſhes of the com- 
mons, was chiefly owing to their 


fears of provoking an hoftile en- 


quiry into their conduct. On the 
2 the miniſter was new in 
is office, and conſequently unim- 
eachable as to his conduct there- 
in; and the king was therefore 
adviſed, in anſwer to the requi- 
ſitions of his parliament, to call 
for the ſpecific charges, which were 
the grounds of thoſe requiſitions, as 
an eſſential part of the proceeding; 
ſagaciouſly foreſeeing, that if this 
principle was once admitted, it 
would often throw inſuperable dif- 
ficulties in the way of all ſuch par⸗ 
liamentary proceedings. The tranſ- 
actions of the laſt year furniſhed 
two ſtrong proofs of the truth of 


this ſpeculation. It might well be. 


doubted, for inftance, whether the 
houſe of commons could have been 
brought to adopt a charge againſt 
the miniſter of the American war, 
in which they ſo long and ſo hearti- 
ly ſupported him, notwithſtanding 
they were convinced that his re- 
moval was a meaſure neceſſary for 
the ſalvation of the country ? and, 
again, whether the maker of the 
late peace could have been for- 
mally charged and tried for that 
act, without endangering the public 
faith ? The houſe of commons con- 
tinuing fixed and unſhaken in the 
ſupport of what they deemed their 
privileges and authority, recourſe 


was had to the laſt expedient which 


remained, 
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remained, that of a diſſolution ; the 
conſequences of which we now pro- 
ceed to lay before our readers, 

The advantages which the mini- 
ſerial party poſſeſs over their op- 
ponents, upon a premature diſſo- 
lution of parliament, from their 


knowledge of the preciſe time when 


the writs for the new elections will 
be iſſued, are known to be at all 
times very conſiderable; but on the 
preſent occaſion, a variety of cir- 
cumſtances concurred, which tended 
to throw great additional weight 
Into the ſame ſcale. 

During the three preceding 
months, the majority in the houſe 
of commons ſeemed more anxious 


to prevent a diſſolution, than to 


provide for their individual ſecu- 
_ rity in caſe ſuch an event ſhould 
take place. They appear to have 
confined their views ſo entirely to 
the objects for which they were 
contending in parliament; as to 
have totally neglected both their 
general intereſts in the nation, and 
their particular connections as re- 
preſentatives. They beheld ad- 
dreſſes pour in from every quarter, 
without any, or at beſt but feeble 
and ill-concerted attempts either 
to oppoſe them in their propreſs, 
or invalidate them by counter- 
_ Petitions. Thus, whatever motion 
there was in the country, being all 
on one ſide, and in one direction, 


it appeared to be more general 


than perhaps it really was. It 
acquired, nevertheleſs, by degrees, 
great ſtrength and force, and not 
. on'y drew within its vertex every 
thing that was light and afloat, but 


carried away even thoſe whoſe prin- 


. Ciples were imagined to be more 
deeply rooted. No ties, no attach- 
nents were able to hold againſt 
it. Friendſhip, gratitude, and even 


Inſtances occurred, during the en- 
ſuing elections, in which the agent; 


the conteſt between the houſe of 


out, and the points which came 


them odious, by ſetting them up 


even though we are not able to ei. 


in parliament, of a conſiderable pal 


dependency, gave way. Sever 


and ſervants of great men were 
found acting openly and avowedly 
againſt the party of their em- 
ployer ns. 

To theſe obſervations it muſt be 
added, that the object, upon which 


commons and the court firſt broke 


afterwards to be diſputed between 
them, were not of a kind ſufficient. 
ly popular to make their own way 
amongſt the people at large. The 
ſtate of the Britiſh empire in the 
eaſt was not at all felt, and but 
little heard of or underſtood by 
them. The privileges of the houſe 
of commons, though the foundation 
of the liberties of the people, d 
not appear at firſt ſight to have 
neceſſary connection with them; 
and ſome pains had been taken, 
during the preſent reign, to render 


in oppoſicion to the claims of the 
people. Perhaps nothing require 
greater management and addreb, 
than the uſe of delegated authoriy. 
As fear is the paſſion excited by in- 
herent power, ſo are envy and je 
louſy by that which is delegated 
We cannot give away any power, 


erciſe it ourſelves, without regard 
ing the perſon who receives it in tht 
ſame difagreeable light that 1 
miſer does his heir, ; 
On the other hand, adminiſn- 
tion poſſeſſed many great and peci 
liar advantages. Being eaſed, b 
the prevalence of their adverſafit 


of the burthen of their public doth 
they found themſelves at ſufficit 


leiſure to prepare for an my 
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at all times within their power, and of the diſſenters, and of the Eaſt . 
which was ſo cautiouſly concealed India company and its ſervants, 
az to have drawn on the miniſter were the moſt conſiderable. —_ 
the imputation of a breach of faith. Oa the 18th of May, both houſes 
Indeed the novelty of the meaſure being aſſembled with the uſual for- 
litſelf, the dangerous conſequences malities, the houſe of commons 
that might art from it, the an- proceeded to the choice of a ſpeak- 
ſwer received from the king rela- er, when Mr. Cornwall was again 
tive to the affairs of India, the placed in the chair. The day fol- 
aſſurances conveyed to the houſe lowing, his majeſty, in a ſpeech 
from Mr. Pitt, the appointment from the throne, declared the cauſes 
lof a committee to examine papers of his calling the parliament. He 
from the India houſe, which took aſſured them of the ſatisfaction he 
place, with the approbation of the had in meeting them, after recur- 
chancellor of the exchequer, but a ring, in ſo important a moment, to 
few days before the diſſolution, kept the ſenſe of his people: and of his 
the minds of their opponents at reliance, that they were animated 
eaſt in a ſtate of inactive ſuſpence, by the ſame ſentiments of loyalty 
which cauſed the diſſolution at and attachment to the conſtitution, 
length to burſt upon them totally which had been ſo fully manifeſted 
and univerſally unprepared... throughout the kingdom. He then 
Theſe advantages were not neg- directed their attention to the main= 
efted, and power, activity, and tenance of the public credit, to the 
popularity, were exerted on a field ſupport of the eſtabliſhed revenues, 
Wregleted and almoſt deſerted by and to the affairs of the Eaſt India 
he adverſary. The event proved company : and, after warning them 
ſuch as it was natural to expect. againſt adopting any meaſures for 
pwards of one hundred and ſixty the regulation of theſe laſt, which 
members loſt their ſeats, and of might affect the conſtitution and 
heſe almoſt the whole number were our deareſt intereſts at home, con- 
the friends of the late adminiſtra- cluded with expreſſing his inclina- 
in. ion. So complete a rout of what was tions to ſupport and maintain in 
en. ooked upon as one of the ſtrong- their juſt balance the rights and 
ed, eit and moſt powerful parties that privileges of every branch of the 
ver exiſted in Great Britain, is legiſlature “. 3 

carcely to be credited, The ſtrong expreflions inſerted 
Amongſt the intereſts which on in the addreſſes, of ſatisfaftion and 
nis occaſion joined the court, that gratitude to his majeſty for having 


Before the motion was made for an addreſs, Mr. Lee, in a. long ſpeech, 
ated to the houſe the conduct of the high bailiff of Weſtminſter, who had 
eglected making a return to the writ of election, on pretence of not having 
mſhed the ſerutiny into the legality of the votes; and concluded with moving 
| relolution, declaring it to be © his duty to return two citizens to ſerye for the 
ad city.” This motion, after a long debate, was negatived by a majority of 
53 to 136, As this remarkable cauſe, though frequently agitated during the 
it ſeſſions of this parliament, was not brought to a conclution till the ſecond, 
Ne ſhall refer the reader to that period of our hiſtory for a full account of the 
'vuments and proceedings thereon, | % 
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diſſolved the late parliament, oc- 
caſioned a ſhort debate. The ne- 
ceſſity of having recourſe to that 
api” ng in order to ſettle a firm 
and conſtitutional adminiſtration, 
was ftrenuouſly urged on the one 
ſide; and, on the other, this ne- 
ceſſity was as ſtrenuouſly denied, 
unleſs it could be proved that the 
exiſtence of the preſent adminiſtra- 
tion was indiſpenſably neceſſary 
either to the ſafety or the conſti- 
tution of the eountry. 4 
With reſpe& to the ſenſe of the 
people, which it was ſaid had ap- 
peared to be deciſively in favour 
of the preſent adminiſtration, ſome 
of thoſe members who had for- 
merly taken an active part with 
Mr. Pitt in the attempt to intro- 
duce a more equal repreſentation 
in parliament, demanded on what 
grounds he could pretend that the 
genuine ſenſe of the people had 
been collected in the new elections, 
ſince he had himſelf enforced the 
neceſſity of a reformation, on the 
very ſuppoſition that the people, 
as the law then ſtood, had little or 
nothing to do with them. I 


An amendment was propoſed, to 


leave out ſach parts of the addreſs 
as related to the above-mentioned 
points, but was rejected by a ma- 
Jority of 1668. 8 
On the 14th of June, the atten- 
tion of the houſe was again called 
to this important ſubje& by Mr, 
Burke, in a ſpeech of great length, 
in which he examined with great 
freedom the dangerous principles 
upon which that act of power was 
both executed and defended by 
government. e 
Hle remarked, that the queſtion 


', might not appear at that time of 


very great conſequence to ſome 
gentlemen ; but to him it appeared 
of the utmoſt magnitude and im- 


portance; and he was not aſhany 


ple, however erroneous at time 


was ſometimes the duty of the bet 


| 
| 


to confeſs, that his whole mind 30 
ſoul were full of it. A parliamen 
had been ſentenced, condemned 
and executed, and no notice hy 
yet been t.ken of ſo great and ei 
traordinary an event! If the meu. 
eſt ſubject in the land had died fl. 
denly or by violent means, an it 
queſt would have taken cognizae 
of the caſe, and enquired into th 
cauſes of his death: but the pu 
liament of Great Britain had hen 
put to a violent death; and no 0. 
roner had yet held an inqueſt 
the body! no enquiry had ben 
made whether it had been felo& 
ſe, or murdered, or jure calu' 
Did the people then think the {ud 
den death of parliament was a fb 
ject too trifling for enquiry ? or di 
they think that all which mig 
have been apprehended from {it 
a death, had periſhed with the pu: 
liament? He feared that the fal 
conſequences of it would long {ir 
vive it, and be entailed on futut 
parliaments. ug 
Much had been ſaid of the {at 
of the people, as the grounds a 
which miniſters might reli ther 
defence of the late diffolutio; 
and on this head he was read 
confeſs, that the ſenſe of the pe 


muſt always govern the legiflau 
of this country: but it was dib 
cult to collect that ſenſe; and! 


ter informed and more enlighten 
part of the community to reſit ti 
ſenſe of the people, when it # 
peared that the people were © 
ceived or miſled. For his part," 
did not think that the wiſer pi 
the public approved of the diffi 
tion of the late parliament, ol wr 
approved of the meaſures wi 


avowedly were the occaſions of „ 
eit 
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event. The people might be di- 


vided into three claſſes, one com- 
poſed of perſons who, dazzled with 
the luſtre of the crown, can never 
bring themſelves to think that go- 
vernment may be in the wrong; 
they were the political highflyers, 
who made it a point to ſupport the 
crown à tort et à travers: this 
claſs, he ſaid, was very numerous; 
and in it, he was ſorry to add, were 
to be found many very reſpectable 
characters. In the ſecond claſs, he 


| placed thoſe who, the ſworn ene- 


mies to the crown, were ever ready 
to fall upon the houſe of commons, 


| becauſe they conceived that houſe 
| to be the conſtitutional guardians 
| and defenders of that ſpecies of 
| monarchy which in this country 


had ever been thought neceſſary 
for the well-being of government, 
Theſe two bodies of men, he ſaid, 


| generally united in running down 


the houſe of commons, though with 
the moſt oppoſite views. The third 
claſs conſiſted of all thoſe perſons 
who did not enter into the other 
two: they were the moderate and 
impartial, who, alike friends to the 
crown and to the democratic part 
of the conſtitution, wiſhed to main- 
tain both in the full enjoyment of 


their reſpective prerogatives and 


privileges. Of theſe, he would not 
heſitate ro ſay, full three-fourths 
went heart and hand with the Jate 
houſe of commons ; the other fourth 
part he believed; had been driven, 
y miſrepreſentations, into a con- 
tederacy with two claſſes of men, 
whoſe principles they equally de- 
teſted, the lovers of abſolute mo- 
narchy, and the ſworn enemies of 
every ſpecies of regal government. 
e truſted, indeed, that many of 
them had lately been undeceived : 
u was the duty of the houle of 


commons to warn the remainder of 
the dangers to which they expoſed 
their liberties, through the deluſion 
under which they ated. 

He feared, he ſaid, there was a 
ſettled plan to deſtroy, not the form, 
but the eſſence and efficacy of the 
houſe of commons. Doctrines bi 
with danger to the conſtitution, ha 
been broached within the laſt two 
years, firſt by a noble lord who was 
at the head of the adminiſtration 
before the laſt (the Earl of Shel- 
burne) and lately revived by the 
miniſter who had received his p 
litical education at the feet of Ga- 
maliel. Ina ſpeech from the throne, 
at the opening of the ſeſñon before 
the laſt, the king was made to ſay 


by that miniſter, that the people 


expected. | 
This afſumption of the tribunitian 

power by the ſovereign was truly 
alarming. When Auguſtus Cæſar 
modeſtly conſented to become the 
tribune of the people, Rome gave 
up into the hands of that prince the 


only remaining ſhield ſhe had to 


protect her liberty. 

The tribunitian power in this 
country, as in antient Rome, was 
wiſely kept diſtinct and ſeparate 
from the executive power: in this 
government it 1s conſtitutionally 
lodged in the houſe of commons; 
and to that houſe the people ought 


firſt to carry their complaints, even 


when they were direded againſt the 
meaſures of the houſe itſelf: but 
now the people were taught to paſs 
by the door of the houſe of com- 
mons, and ſupplicate the throne for 
the protection of their liberties. He 
warned the members to beware, of 
this double houſe of commons, 
which miniſters were erecting on 
the foundation of their deluſion ; 
the commons of England in parlia- 
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ment aſſembled; and the commons 
of England in corporation. and 
county meeting diſperſed :—an art- 
ful miniſter would craftily play off 

the one after the other : he would 

make uſe of a pliant houſe of com- 
mons to oppreſs the people; and of 
a deluded people, to awe a refrac- 
tory or independant houſe of com- 
mons, If the proceedings of the 
late parliament had been really diſ- 
agreeable to the people, why had 
they not petitioned that houſe 
againſt thoſe proceedings? If they 
had petitioned, and their prayer 


had been diſregarded, or treated 


with contempt, the addreſſes to the 
throne for a diſſolution of parlia- 
ment would have been extremely 
proper. 
became the genere! wiſh of the 
people, petitions were preſented, not 


to the crown, but to the houſe of 


commons; but means had been con- 
trived of late fo to delude the people, 
as to make them the very inſtruments 
of the degradation of that branch of 
the government, the deſtruction fof 
which muſt neceſſarily be attended 
with the loſs of their liberty. 

The Eaſt India bill had been 
made the ſpecious pretext of the 
diſſolution : it was repreſented as a 
violent attack upon the franchiſes 
of the people, an invaſion of the 


royal prerogative, and a medium 


through which the late miniſters in- 
tended to have ſecured to them- 
ſelves a power paramount to every 
Power in the kingdom. In defence 
of that bill, he ſaid, that it did not 
appear reaſonable, that the proprie- 
tors of Eaſt India flock ſhould in 
future retain in their hands a power 


which they had ſo groſsly abuſed; 


by which they had plundered and 


rendered miſerable many millions 
of perſons, who were under the pro- 


When public economy 


tection of this nation: a power 
which had enabled them to enter 
into the moſt unjuſt and impolitic 
wars, the conſequence of which 
g er very heavy expence upon 
this kingdom. As to the invaſion 
of the royal prerogative, he was 
ſurprized to hear that brought as a 
charge laid at the door of the 
Eaſt India bill : the power of mak. 


ing war, and of carrying it on where 


and in what manner he pleaſed, was 
certainly one of the greateſt prero- 
gatives of the crown; and yet the 


late houſe of commons not only ad- 


dreſſed the king not to carry on the 
war on the continent of America, 
but went ſo far even as to vote 
that man an enemy to his country, 
who ſhould adviſe the carrying it 
on, or who ſhould aſſiſt in it; ſo 
that though Sir Henry Clinton, for 
inſtance, was bound by the mutiny 
act to obey the king's orders, and 
was even liable to be ſhot if he 
ſhould refuſe to obey them, ſtill the 
reſolutions of the houſe of common: 
ſhould attach upon him, and ſuſ- 
pend the whole ſyſtem of military 


ſubordination ; and yet that reſolu- 


tion had been ſupported by the 
warmeſt friends of the preſent mi- 
niſter, and by himſelf ; and no one 
ever thought of making it a ground 
for the diſſelution of the parliament. 
As to the patronage of the Fall 
India company, which it. was ſaid 
miniſters intended to make the 
means of rendering themſelves pa- 
ramount to the crown, he obſerved, 
that thoſe who were at this moment 
in full poſſeſſion of that patronage 
(the company) were very far from 
being independent of the crown, io 
far from being paramount to it; 
and he could aſſure the houſe on his 
conſcience, and on his honour, that 
the perſons wha were to have 92 
ee e 


232% . U ̃— we TOON TS 


8 — A — 


HISTORY OF EUROPE. fig 


at the head of the company's affairs, 
had been buſied in deviſing means 
by which they might have put it 
moſt effectually out of their own 
power to derive any emolument or 
parliamentary ſupport from their 
ſituation. But had his right ho- 
nourable friend's bill been as bad 
as ſome people repreſented it to be, 
fill he would maintain that the king 
could not, conſtitutionally ſpeaking, 
aſſign the exiſtence of ſuch a bill, 


as the reaſon for his diflolving the 


parliament : for, in the firſt place, 
he ought not to have known that 
ſuch a bill was in exiſtence ; and, 
in the next, the houſe had a right 
to entertain whatever bill it pleaſed, 
even if it were poſſible that it could 
be treaſonable ; or, if it were even 
for lopping off a whole branch of 
the prerogative. A bill of excluſion 
had been entertained by the parlia- 
ment: and if the day ſhould come, 
when either a member of the houſe, 
or the whole houſe, ſhould be made 
reſponſible for a part taken in any 
bill, on that day would the liberties 
of England expire. 


He then produced a repreſenta. 
tion to be preſented to his majeſty, 


which conſiſted of many ſheets of 


paper, folded like a lawyer's brief, 
and ſet the houſe into a fit of laugh- 
ter. He obſerved, that he meant 


his motion as an epitaph on his de- 


parted friend, the laſt parliament :; 
that he had on ſome occaſions write 
ten * Jong epitaphs to the memory 
of thoſe that he honoured” and re- 
ſpeed; and on the preſent occa- 
ſion he choſe to follow the corpſe to 
the ſepulchre, and go through the 
ceremony of ſaying, ** aſhes to 
« aſhes, and duſt to duſt,” in ſure 


and certain hopes, through the me- 


rit of the good works of the laſt 
parliament, that it would have a 


glorious and joyful reſurrection, and 


become immortal. 
No reply was made to this ſpeech ; 
but as ſoon as the remonſtrance was 
read, and the queſtion put by the 
ſpeaker, there was a loud cry of No! 
and the motion was accordingly de- 
clared to have paſſed in the nega- 
tive . e . 


On 


* Probably alluding to an epitaph, aid to be written by him, on the Earl of 


Chatham, : 


+ As the great importance of the ſubject of this propoſed addreſs, and the 


light which it throws upon matters that do not ſeem to have been in general 
well underſtood, would render its omiſſion inexcuſable, we have thought it 
adviſeable to inſert it as a note, in order not to interrupt the courſe of our 
narrative. After ſome general expreſſions of duty and reſpect to his ma- 


jeſty, it repreſents, that, in the ſpeech from the threne, his miniſters have thought 


proper to uſe a language of a very alarming import, unauthorized by the practice 


of good times, and irreconcileable to the principles of this government. That it 


is the privilege and duty of this houſe to guard the conſtitution from all infringe- 
ment on the part of miniſters; and, whenever the occaſion requires it, to warn 
them againſt any abuſe of the authorities committed to them; but it is very lately , 
that, in a manner not more unſeemly than irregular and prepoſterous, minitters 
have thought proper, by admonition from the throne, implying diſtruſt and, re- 
proach, to convey the expectations of the people to us, their ſole repreſentatives ; 
and have preſumed to caution us, the natural guardians of the conſtitution, againſt 
any infringement of it on our parts. 


+ See king's ſpeech, Dec. 5, 1732, and May 19, 1784. e. 
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On the 21ſt of June, the chan- veral reſolutions, as the foundation 
cellor of the exchequer moved ſe- of the act, ſince known by the name 


of 


This dangerous innovation we, his faithful commons, think it our duty to 
mark ; and as theſe admonitions from the throne, . by their frequent repetition, 
ſeem intended to lead gradually to the eſtabliſhment of an uſage, we hold ourſelves 
bound thus ſolemnly to proteſt againſt them. „ 

This houſe will be, as it ever ought to be, 3 attentive to the inclinations 
and intereſts of its conſtituents : nor do we defire to ſtraiten any of the avenues to 
the throne, or to either houſe of parliament. But the ancient order, in which the 
rights of the people have been exerciſed, is not a reſtriction of theſe rights. It is 
a method providently framed in favour of thoſe privileges, which it preſerves and 
_ enforces by keeping in that courſe which has been found the moſt effectual for an- 

ſwering their ends. His majeſty may receive the opinions and wiſhes of individuals 

under their ſignatures, and of bodies corporate under their ſeals, as expreſſing their 
own particular ſenſe: and he may grant ſuch redreſs as the legal powers of the 
crown enables the crown to afford. This, and the other houſe of parliament, may 
alſo receive the wiſhes of ſuch corporations and individuals by petition. The col. 
lective ſenſe of his people his majeſty is to receive from his commons in parliament 
aſſembled. It would deſtroy the whole ſpirit of the conſtitution, if. his commons 
were to receive that ſenſe from the miniſters of the crown, or to admit them to be 
a proper or a regular channel for conveying it. | 
That the miniſters in the ſaid ſpeech declare, “his majeſty has a juſt and con- 
« fident reliance, that we (his faithful commons) are animated with the ſame 
te ſentiments of loyalty, and the ſame attachment to our excellent conſtitution, 
9 logs he had the happineſs to ſee ſo fully manifeſted in every part of the king- 
[44 om.“ ! f ; 

To repreſent, that his faithful commons have never failed in loyalty to his ma- 
jeſty. It is new to them to be reminded of it. It is unneceſſary and invidicus 
to preſs it upon them by any example. This recommendation of loyalty, after bis 
majeſty has ſat for ſv many years, with the full ſupport of all deſcriptions of 
his ſubjects, on the throne of this kingdom, at a time of profound peace, and 
without any pretence of the exiſtence or apprehenſion of war or conſpiracy, be- 
comes in itſelf a ſource of no ſmall jealouſy to his faithful commons; as many 

circumſtances lead us to apprehend that therein the miniſters have reference to 
ſome other meaſures and principles of loyalty, and to ſome other ideas of the con- 
ſtitution, than the laws require, or the practice of parliament will admit. 
No regular communication of the proofs of loyalty and attachment to the con- 
ſtitution, alluded to in the ſpeech from the throne, have been laid before this houſe, 
in order to enable us to judge of the nature, tendency, or occaſion of them, or in 
Chat particular acts they were diſplayed; but if we are to ſuppoſe the manifeſta- 
tions of loyalty (which are held out to us as an example for imitation) conſiſt in 
certain addreſſes delivered to his majeſty, promiſing ſupport to his majeſty in the 
exerciſe of his prerogative, and thanking his majeſty for removing certain of his 
miniſters, on account of the votes they have given upon bills depending in parlia- 
ment,—if this be the example of loyalty alluded to in the ſpeech from the throne, 
then we mult beg leave to expreſs our ſerious concern for the impreſſion which has 
been made on any of our fellow. ſubjec̃ts by miſrepreſentations, which have ſeduced 
them into a ſeeming approbition of proceedings ſubverſive of their own freedom. 
Me conceive, that the opinions delivered in theſe papers were not well conſidered; 
nor were the parties duly informed of the nature of the matters on which the 
were called to determine, nor of thoſe proceedings of parliament which they wer 
led to cenſure, N . | ES 
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of the Commutation Act. He ſtated the country had of late increaſed to 
to the houſe, that the illicit trade of ſo alarming a height, as to endanger 
almof 


We ſhall a& more adviſedly.— The loyalty we ſhall manifeſt will not be the 
{ame with theirs ; but, we truſt, it will be equally ſincere, and more enlightened. 
It is no flight authority which ſhall perſuade us (by receiving as proofs of loyalty 
the miſtaken principles lightly taken up in theſe addreſſes) obliquely to criminate, 
with the heavy and ungrounded charge of diſloyalty and diſaffection, an uncor- 
rupt, been ken and reforming parliament. Above all, we ſhall take care that 
none of the rights and privileges, always claimed, and ſince the acceſſion of his 
majeſty's illuſtrious family conſtantly exerciſed by this houſe (and which we hold 
and exerciſe in truſt for the commons of Great Britain, and for their benefit) ſhall 
be conſtructively ſurrendered, or even weakened and impaired, under ambiguous 

phraſes, and implications of cenſure on the late parliamentary proceedings. If 
' theſe claims are not well-founded, they ought to be honeſtly abandoned; if they 
are juſt, they ought to be ſteadily and reſolutely maintained. 1 
Of his majeſty's own gracious diſpoſition towards the true principles of our free 
conſtitution, his faithful commons never did, or ceuld entertain a doubt: but we 
humbly beg leave to expreſs to his majeſty our uneaſineſs concerning other new 
and unuſual expreſſions of his miniſters, declaratory of a reſolution “ to ſupport, 
« in their jaſt balance, the rights and privileges of every branch of the legiſla- 
* raft,” | | 
It were defirable that all hazardous theories concerning a balance of rights and 
privileges (a mode of expreſſion wholly foreign to parliamentary uſage) might 
have been forborne. His majeſty's faithful commons are well inſtructed in their 
own rights and privileges, which they are determined to maintain on the footing 
upon which they were handed down from their anceſtors ; they are not unac- 
quainted with the rights and privileges of the houſe of peers ; and they know and 
reſpe& the lawful prerogatives of the crown : but they do not think it ſafe to ad- 
mit any thing concerning the exiſtence of a balance of thoſe rights, privileges, and 
prerogatives ; nor are they able to diſcern to what object miniſters would apply their 
fiction of balance; nor what they would conſider as a juſt one. Theſe unautho- 
rized do&rines have a tendency to ſtir improper diſcuſſions ; and to lead to miſ- 
chievous innovations in the conſtitution. „ | 

That his faithful commons moſt humbly recommend, inſtead of the inconſide- 
rate ſpeculations of unexperienced men, that on all occaſions, reſort ſhould be had 

to the happy practice of parliament, and to thoſe ſolid maxims of government 
which have prevailed ſince the acceſſion of his majeſty's illuſtrious family, as fur- 
wing the only ſafe principles on which the crown and parliament can pro- 
nn; | 

We think it the more neceſſary to be cautious on this head, as, in the laſt 
parliament, the preſent miniſters had thought proper to countenance, if not to 
| Rebel an attack upon the moſt clear and undoubted rights and privileges of this 

ouſe *. | | | | 

Fearing, from theſe extraordinary admonitions, and from the new doctrines, 
which ſeem to have dictated ſeveral unuſual expreſſions, that his majeſty has been 
abuſed by falſe repreſentations of the late proceedings 1n parliament, we think it 
our duty reſpectfully to inform his majeſty, that no attempt whatever has been 
made againſt his lawful prerogatives, or againſt the rights and privileges of the 


* Reſolutions relative to the acceptance af India Bills, 


pers, 
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almoſt the very exiſtence of ſeveral particularly that of tea. It had ap. 
branches of the revenue, and more peared before the committee on 
| | ſmuggling, 


pecrs, by the late houſe of commons, in any of their addreſſes, votes, or reſo. 
tutions : neither do we know of any proceeding by bill, in which it was propoled 
to abridge the extent of his royal prerogative ; but, if ſuch proviſion had exiſted 
in any bill, we proteſt, and we declare, againſt all ſpeeches, acts, or addreſſes, 
from any perſons whatſoever, which have a tendency to conſider ſuch bills, or the 
2 concerned in them, as juſt objects of any kind of cenſure and puniſhment 

rom the throne. Neceſſary reformations may hereafter require, as they have fre- 


quently done in former times, limitations and abridgments, and in ſome caſes an 


entire extinction of ſome branch of prerogative. If bills ſhould be improper 


m the form in which they appear in the houſe where they originate, they are liable, 
dy the wiſdom of this conſtitution, to be corrected, and even to be totally ſet aſide, 
_ elſewhere. This is the known, the legal, and the ſafe remedy : but whatever, by 


the manifeſtation of the royal diſpleaſure, tends to intimidate individual members 


from propoſing, or this houſe from receiving, debating, and paſſing bills; tends 
to prevent even the beginning of every reformation in the ſtate; and utterly 


deſtroys the deliberative capacity of parliament. We therefore claim, demand, 
and inſiſt upon it, as our undoubted right, that no perſons ſhall be deemed proper 


objects of animadverſion by the crown, in any mode whatever, for the votes which 


they give, or the propoſitions which they make, in parliament. 
We humbly conceive, that beſides its ſhare of the legiſlative power, and its 
right of impeachment, that, by the law and uſage of parliament, this houſe 


bas other powers and capacities, which it is bound to maintain. This houſe is 


. afſured, that our humble advice on the exerciſe of prerogative will be heard with 


— 


the ſame attention with which it has ever been regarded; and that it will be 


followed by the ſame effects which it has ever produced, during the happy and 


glorious reigns of his majeſty's royal progenitors; not doubting but that, in 
all thoſe points, we ſhall be conſidered as a council of wiſdom and weight to 
adviſe, and not merely as an accuſer of competence to criminate“. This houſe 
claims both capacities; and we truſt that we ſhall be left to our free difcretion 
which of them we ſhall employ as beſt calculated for his majeſty's, and the national 
feyvice, —Whenever we ſhall ſee it expedient to offer our advice concerning his ma- 
jeſty's ſervants, who are thoſe of the public, we confidently hope, that the perſonal 
favour of any miniſter, or any ſet of minitters, will not be more dear to his majelty, 
than the credit and character of an houſe of commons. It is an experiment full of 
peril, to put the repreſentative wiſdom and juſtice of his majeſty's people in th. 
wrong; it is a crooked and deſperate deſign, leading to miſchief, the extent 91 
which no human wiſdom can foreſce, to attempt to form a prerogative party in the 
nation, to be reſorted to as occaſion ſhall require, in derogation from the authority 
of the commons of Great Britain in parliament afſembled : it is a contrivance full 
of danger, for miniſters to let up the repreſentative and conſtituent bodies of the 
commons of this kingdom, as two ſeparate and diſtinct powers, formed to coun- 
terpoiſe each other, leaving the preference in the hands of ſecret adviſers of the 
crown, In ſuch a ſituation of things, theſe adviſers, taking advantage of the dif- 
ferences which may accidentally ariſe, or may purpoſely be fomented between 
them, will have it in their choice to reſort to one or the other, as may beſt ſuit 
the purpoſes of their ſiniſter ambition. By exciting an emulation and conteſt be- 


* obferve at the ſame time, that there is no charge or complaint ſuggeſted againſt my 
preſent miniſters.” —The king's anſwer, 25th February, 1784, to the addreſs of the houſe of 


commons, | 
tween 
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ſmuggling, that only 5,500,000 lb. the Eaſt India company, whereas 
weight of tea was ſold annually by the annual conſumption of the king- 
© 1 dom 


tween the repreſentatiye and the conſtjtuent bodies, as parties contending for credit 
and influenee at the throne, ſacrifices will be made by both; and the whole can 
end in notning elſe than the deſtruRion of the deareſt rights and liberties of the 
nation. If there muſt be another mode of conveying the collective ſenſe of the 
people to the throne than that by the houſe of commons, it ought to be fixed and 
defined, and its authority ought to be ſettled ; it ought not to exiſt in fo precarious | 
and dependent a ſtate, as that miniſters ſhould haye it in their power, at their own 
mere pleaſure, o acknowledge it with reſpeR, or to reje&t it with ſcorn. _ 
It is the undcubted prerogative of the crown to diſſolve parliament ; but we 
beg leave to lay before his majeity, that it is, of all the truſts veſted in his majeſty, 
the moſt critical and delicate, and that in which this houſe has the moſt reaſon to 
require, not only the good faith, but the favour of the crown. His commons are 
not always upon a par with his miniſters in an application to popular judgment: 
it is not in the power of the members of this houle to go to their election at the 
moment the moſt favourable for them. It is in the power of the crown to chooſe 
a time for their diſſolution whilſt great and arduous matters of ſtate and legiſlation 
are depending, which may be cafily miſunderſtood, and which cannot be fully ex- 
plained before that miſunderſtanding may prove fatal to the honour that belongs, 
and to the conſideration that is due, to members of parliament. 3 
With his majeſty is the gift of all the rewards, the honours, diſtinctions, fa- 
your, and graces of the ſtate; with his majeſty is the mitigation of all the gagours 
of the law; and we rejoice to ſee the crown poſſeſſed of truſts calculated to obtain 
good-will, and charged with duties which are popular and pleaſing. Our truſts 
are of a different kind. Our duties are harſh and invidious in their nature; and 
juſtice and ſafety is all we can expect in the exerciſe of them. We are to offer ſa- 
Jutary, which is not always pleaſing, counſel : we are to enquire and to accuſe : 
and the objects of our enquiry and charge will be for the moſt part perſons of 
wealth, power, and extenſve connections: we are to make rigid laws for the pre- 
ſervation of revenue, which of neceſſity more or leſs confine ſome action, or reſtrain 
ſome function, which before was free: what is the moſt critical and invidious of 
all, the whole body of the public impoſitions originate from us, and the hand of 
the houſe of commons is ſeen and felt in every burthen that preſſes on the people. 
Whilt, ultimately, we are ſerving them, and in the firſt inſtance whilſt we are 
ſerving his majeſty, it will be haxd, indeed, if we ſhould ſee a houſe of commons 
the victim of its zeal and fidelity, ſacrificed by his miniſters to thoſe very popular 
diſcontents which ſhall be excited by our dutiful endeavours for the ſecurity and 
greatneſs of his throne, No other conſequence can reſult from ſuch an example, 
but that, in future, the houſe of commons, conſulting its ſafety at the expence of 
us duties, and ſuffering the whole energy of the ſtate to be relaxed, will ſhrink 
from every ſervice, which, however neceſſary, is of a great and arduous nature or 
that, willing to provide for the public neceſſities, and, at the ſame time, to ſecure 
the means of performing that taſk, they will exchange independence for protection, 
and will court a ſubſervient exiſtence through the favour of thoſe miniſters of ſtate, 
kee ſecret adviſers, who ought themſelves to ſtand in awe of the commons of 
this realm. | 
An houſe of commons, reſpected by his miniſters, is eſſential to his majeſty's 
ſervice : it is fit that they ſhould yield to parliament, and not that parliament 
Mould be new modelled until it is fitted to their purpoſes. If our authority is 
only to be held up when we coincide in opinion with his majeſty's adviſers, but is 
ſo be {et at nought the moment it differs from them, the houſe of commons will 
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dom was ſuppoſed, from good au- ſo that the illicit trade in this article 
thority, to exceed twelve millions *, was more than double the legal. 


»The whole quantity of tea imported from China is about nineteen 
millions of pounds, of which it is conjectured that not more than ſeven 
is conſumed in the other countries of Europe. | . 


The 


fink into a mere appendage of adminiſtration, and will loſe that independent cha- 
racter which, inſeparably connecting the honour and reputation with the acts of 
this houſe, enables us to afford a real, effective, and ſubſtantial ſupport to his go- 
vernment. It is the deference ſhewn to our opinion, when we diſſent from the ter- 
vants of the crown, which alone can give authority to the proceedings of this 
houſe, when it concurs with their meaſures. | 

That authority once loſt, the credit of his majeſty's crown will be impaired in 
the eyes of all nations. Foreign powers, who may yet with to revive a friendly in- 
tercourſe with this nation, will look in vain for that hold which gave a connection 
with Great Britain the preference to an alliance with any other ſtate. An houſe of 

commons, of which miniſters were known to ſtand-in awe, where every thing was 
naetceſſarily diſcuſſed, on principles fit to be openly and publicly avowed, and which 
could not be retracted or varied without danger, furniſhed a ground of confidence 
in the public faith, which the engagement of no ſtate dependent on the fluctuation 
of perſonal favour, and private advice, can ever pretend to. If faith with the 
houſe of commons, the grand ſecurity for the national faith itſelf, can be broken 
with impunity, a wound 1s given to the political importance of Great Britain, 
which will not eafily be healed. | 

That there was a great variance between the late houſe of commons and certain 
perſons, whom his majeſty has been adviſed to make and continue as miniſters, in 
defiance of the advice of that houſe, is notorious to the world. That houſe did 
not confide in thoſe miniſters; and they withheld their confidence from them for 
reafons for which poſterity will honour and reſpe& the names of thoſe who com- 
poſed that houſe of commons, diſtinguiſhed for its independence. They could not 
cotifide in perſons who have ſhewn a diſpoſition to dark and dangerous intrigues. 
By theſe intrigues they have weakened, it not deſtroyed, the clear aſſurance which 
his majeſty's people, and which all nations ought to have, of what are, and what 
are not, the teal acts of his government. | 

If it ſhould be ſeen that his miniſters may continue in their offices, without any 
ſignification to them of his majeſty's diſpleaſure at any of their meaſures, whillt 
perſons confiderable for their rank, and known to have had acceſs to his majelty's 
_ facred perſon, can with impunity abuſe that advantage, and employ his majelty's 
name to difavow and counteraCt the proceedings of his official ſervants, nothing 
but diftruſt, diſcord, debility, contempt of all authority, and general confuſion, can 

evail in his government. | | 
This we lay before his majeſty with humility and concern, as the inevitable ef- 
fect of a ſpirit of intrigue in his executive government; an evil which we have but 
too much reaſon to be perſuaded exiſts and increaſes. During the courſe of the laſt 
ſeſſion it broke out in a manner the moſt alarming. This evil was infinitely ag- 
gravated by the unauthorized, but not diſavowed uſe which has been made 
of his majeſty's name, for the purpoſe of the moſt unconſtitutional, corrupt, and 
diſnonourubie influence cn the minds of the members of parliament, that ever was 
practiſed in this kinguun.. No attention, even to the exterior decorum, in the 
praQtice of corruption, and intimidation employed on peers, was obſerved : ſeveral 
peers were obliged under menaces to retract their declarations, and to recall their 
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The only remedy he could deviſe on tea to ſo ſmall an amount, as to 
for this evil was, to lower the duties make the profit on the illicit trade 


The commons have the deepeſt intereſt in the purity and integrity of the peer- 
age. The pecrs diſpoſe of all the property in the kingdom, in the laſt reſort ; and 
they diſpoſe of it on their honour and not on their oaths, as all the members of 
every other tribunal in the kingdom muſt do; though in them the proceeding is 
not concluſive. We have, therefore, a right to demand that no application 
be made to peers of ſuch a nature as may give room to call in queltion, much leſs 
to attaint, our ſole ſecurity for all that we poſſeſs, This corrupt proceeding ap- 
peared to the houſe of commany, who are the natural guardians of the purity of 
parliament, and of the purity of every branch of judicature, a moſt reprehenſible 
and dangerous practice, tending to ſhake the very foundation of the authority of 
the houle of peers; and they branded it as ſuch by their reſolution. 

The houſe had not ſufficient evidence to enable them legally to puniſh this prac- 
tice, but they had enough to caution them againſt all confidence in the authors and 
abettors of it. They performed their duty in humbly adviſing his majeſty againſt 
the employment of ſuch miniſters; but his majeſty was adviſed to keep Walk mi- 
niſters, and to diſſolve that parliament. The houſe, aware of the im nce and 
urgency of its duty with regard to the Britiſh intereits in India, which were and 
are in the utmoſt diſorder, and in the utmoſt peril, moſt humbly requeſted his ma- 
jeſty not to diſſolve the parliament during the courſe of their very critical proceed- 
ings on that ſubject. His majeity's gracious condeſcenſion to that requeſt was 
conveyed in the royal faith, pledged to an houſe of parliament, and ſolemnly de- 
livered from the throne, It was but a very few days after a committee had been, 
with the conſent and concurrence of the chancellor of the exchequer, appointed 
for an enquiry into certain accounts delivered to the houſe by the court of directors, 

and then actually engaged in that enquiry, that the miniſters, regardleſs of the 

aſſurance given from the crown to an houſe of commons, did diſſolve that par- 
lament. We moſt humbly ſubmit to his majeſty's conſideration the conſequences 
of this their breach of public faith. | 5 

Whilſt the members of the houſe of commons, under that ſecurity, were en- 
gaged in his majeſty's and the national buſineſs, endeavours were induſtriouſſy uſed 
to calumniate thoſe whom it was found impracticable to corrupt. The reputation 
of the members, and the reputation of the houſe itſelf, was undermined in every 
part of the kingdom, | . 

In the ſpeech from the throne relative to India, we are cautioned by the miniſ- 
ters, © not to loſe ſight of the effect any meaſure may have on the conſtitution of 
« our country.” We are apprehenſive that a calumnious report ſpread abroad of 
an attack upon his majeſty's prerogative by the late houſe of commons, may have 
made an impreſſion on his royal mind, and have given occaſion to this unuſual ad- 
monition to the preſent. This attack is charged to have been male in the late par- 

liament, by a bill which paſſed the houſe of commons in the late ſeſſion of that 
parliament, for the regulation of the affairs, for the preſervaticn of the commerce, 
and for the amendment of the government of this nation, in the Eaſt Indies. | 

That his majeſty and his people may have an opportunity of entering into the 
ground of this injuricus charge, we beg leave humbly to acquaint his majeſty, 
that, far from having made any infringement whatſoever on any part of his 
royal prerogative, that bill did, for a limited time, give to his majeſty certain 
powers never before poſſeſſed by the crown; and for this his preſent miniſters 
{who, rather than fall ſhort in the number of their calumnies, employ ſome that 

_ are contradiftory) have ſlandered this houſe, as aiming at the extenſion of an 
| h | OY unconſtitutional 
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not adequate to the riſk, It was price of freight and inſurance to the 
well known, taat in this trade the ſhore was about 25 per cent. and 


tlie 


unconſtitutional influence in his majeſty's crown. This pretended attempt to in- 


creaſe the influence of the crown, they were weak enough to endeavour to per- 


ſuade his majeſty's people was amongſt the cauſes which excited his majeſty's re- 
ſentment againſt his late miniſters. £11 

Further, to remove the impreſſions of this calumny concerning an attempt in 
the houſe of commons againſt his prerogative, it is proper to inform his majeſty, 
that the territorial poſſeſſions in the Eaſt Indies never have been declared, by any 
public judgment, act, or inſtrument, or any reſolution f parliament whatſoever, to 
be the ſubject- matter of his majeity's prerogative z nor have they ever been under- 
ſtood as belonging to his ordinary adminittration, or to be annexed or united to 
his crown; but that they are acquiſitions of a new and peculiar deſcription, un- 
known to the ancient executive conſtitution of this country. | 

From time to time, therefore, parliament provided for their government ac- 
cording to its diſcretion, and to its opinion of 
neceſſities. We do not know that his majeſty was entitled, by prerogative, to 
exerciſe . any act of authority whatſoever in the company's affairs, or that in 
effect ſuch authority has ever been exerciſed. His majeſty's patronage was not 
taken away by that bill; becauſe it is notorious that his majeſty never originally 
had the appointment of a ſingle officer, civil or military, in the company's eſta- 

bliſhment in India; nor has the leaſt degree of patronage ever been acquired to the 


crown in any other manner or meature, than as the power was thought expedient 


to be granted by act of parliament; that is, by the very ſame authority by which 
the offices were diſpoſed of and regulated in the bill, which his majeſty's ſervants 


| have falſely and injuriouſly repreſented as infringing upon the prerogative of the 


crown. 


Before the year 1773 the whole adminiſtration of India, and the whole patronage. 


to office there, was in the hands of the Eaſt India company. The Eaſt India 
company 1s not a branch of his majeſty's prerogative adminiftration, nor does that 
body exerciſe any ſpecies of authority under it, nor indeed from any Britiſh title, 

that does not derive all its legal validity from acts of parliament. | 
When a claim was aſſerted to the India territorial poſſeſſions in the occupation 
of the company, theſe poſſeſſions were not claimed as parcel of his majeſty's pa- 
trimonial eſtate, or as a fruit of the ancient inheritance of his crown. They were 
claimed for the public. And when agreements were made with the Eaſt India 
company concerning any compoſition for the holding, or any participation of the 
profits of thoſe territories, the agreement was made with the public, and the pre- 
ambles of the ſeveral acts have uniformly ſo ſtated it. Theſe agreements were not 
made (even nominally) with his majeſty, but with parliament ; and the bills mak- 
ing and eſtabliſhing ſuch agreements always originated in this houſe, which ap- 
propriated the money to await the diſpoſition of parliament, without the ceremony 
of previous conſent from the crown even ſo much as ſuggeſted by any of his mi- 
niſters; which previous conſent is an obſervance of decorum, not indeed of ſtrict 
right, but generally paid when a new appropriatiun takes place in any part of 
his majeſty's prerogative revenues. | | 
In purſuance of a right thus uniformly recognized, and uniformly a&ed on, 
when parliament undertook the reformation of the Eaſt India company in 1773, 
a commiſſion was appointed as the commiſſion in the late bill was appointed; 
and it was made to continue for a term of years, as the commiſſion in the late 
bill was to continue; all the commiſſianers were named in parliament, as in the 
late bill they were named. As they received, fo they held their offices, wholly 
independent 


what was required by the public 


* 
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the inſurance on the inland carriage per cent. The duty on tea, as it 
about 10 per cent. more, in all 35 then ſtood, was about 50 percent. ; fo 
that 


independent of the crown; they held them for a fixed term; they were not re- 
moveable by an addreſs of either houſe, or even of both houſes of parliament, a 
precaution obſerved in the Jate bill, relative to the commiſſioners propoſed there- 
in; nor were they bound by the ſtrict rules of proceeding which regulated and 


reſtrained the late commiſſioners againſt all poſſible abuſe of a en which could 


not fail of being diligently and zealouſly watched by the miniſters of the crown, 
and the proprietors of the ſtock, as well as by parliament. Their proceedin 
were, in that bill, directed to be of ſuch a nature as eaſily to ſubje& them to the 
ſtricteſt reviſion of both, in caſe of any malverſation. | 

In the year 1780, an act of parliament again made proviſion for the govern- 


ment of thoſe territories for another four years, without any fort of reference to 


rerogative; nor was the leaſt objection taken at the ſecond, more than at the firſt 
of thoſe periods, as if an infringement had been made upon the rights of the 
crown; yet his majeſty's miniſters have thought fit to repreſent the late commit- 
ſion as an entire innovation on the conſtitution, and the ſetting up a new order and 
eſtate in the nation, tending to the ſubverſion of the monarchy itſelf. | 
If the government of the Eaſt Indies, other than by his majeſty's prerogative, 


be, in effect, a fourth order in the commonwealth, this order has long exiſted; 


becauſe the Eaſt India company has for many years enjoyed it in the fulleſt extent, 
and does at this day enjoy the whole adminiſtration of thoſe provinces, and the 
patronage to offices throughout that great empire, except as it 1s controuled by a& 
ol parliament. | . 

It was the ill- condition, and ill-adminiſtration of the company's affairs, which 


induced this houſe (merely as 4 temporary eſtabliſhment) to veſt the ſame powers 


which the company did before poſſeſs, (and no other) for a limited time, and un- 
der very ſtrict direQions, in proper hands, until they could be reſtored, or fur- 
ther proviſion made concerning them. It was therefore no creation whatever of a 
new power, but the removal of an old power, long fince created, and then exiſt- 
ing, from the management of thoſe perſons who had manifeſtly and dangeroufly 
abuſed their truſt, This houſe, which well knows the parliamentary origin of all 
the company's powers and privileges, and is not ignorant or negligent of the au- 
thority which may veſt thoſe powers and privileges in others, if juſtice and the 
public ſafety ſo require, is conſcious to itſelf, that it no more creates a new order 
in the ſtate, by making occaſional truſtees for the direction of the company, than 
it originally did in giving a much more permanent truſt to the directors, or to the 


general court of that body. The monopoly of the Eaſt India company was a | 


derogation from the general freedom of trade belonging to his majeſty's people. 


The powers of government, and of peace and war, are parts of prerogative of 


the higheſt order. Of our competence to reſtrain the rights of all his ſubjects 
by a& of parliament, and to veſt thoſe high and eminent prerogatives even in a 
particular company of merchants, there has been no queſtion, We beg leave 
moſt humbly to claim as our right, and as a right which this houſe has always 
uſed, to frame ſuch bills, for the regulation of that commerce, and of the territo- 
ries held by the Eaſt India company, and every thing relating to them, as to our 
diſcretion thall ſecm fit: and we aſſert and maintain, that therein we follow, and do 
not innovate on the conſtitution. 1 158 | 

That his majeſty's miniſters, miſled by their ambition, have endeavoured, if 
poſſible, to form a faction in the country againſt the popular part of the conftitu- 
tion; and have therefore thought proper to add to their ſlanderous accuſation 
againſt a houſe of parliament, zelative to his majeſty's prerogative, another of a 


different 
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that the ſmuggler had an advantage as the voyage from England to 
over the fair dealer of 15 per cent. the continent might be eaſily re. 


peated 


different nature, calculated for the purpoſe of raiſing fears and jealouſies among 
the corporate bodies of the kingdom, and of perſuading uninformed perſons be- 
longing to thoſe corporations to look to, and to make addreſſes to them as pro- 
tectors of their rights, under their ſeveral charters, from the deſigns which they, 
without any ground, charged the then houſe of commons to have formed againſt 
charters in general. For this purpoſe they have not ſerupled to aſſert, that the 
exertion of his majeſty's prerogative in the late precipitate change in his admini. 
ſtration, and the diſſolution of the late parliament, were meaſures adopted in order 
to reſcue the people and their rights out of the hands of the houſe of commons, 
their repreſentatives. Da 15 
We truſt that his majeſty's ſubjects are not yet ſo far deluded as to believe that 
the charters, or that any other of their local or general privileges, can have a ſolid 
2 in any place but where that ſecurity has always been looked for, and al. 
ways found, in the houſe of commons. Miſerable and precarious indeed would 
be the ſtate of their franchiſes, if they were to find no defence but from that quar- 
ter from whence they bave always been attacked. But the late houſe of commons, 
in paſſing that bill, made no attack upon any powers or privileges, except ſuch 
as an houſe of commons has frequently attacked, and will attack (and they truſt, 
in the end, with their wonted ſucceſs) that is, upon thoſe which are corruptly and 
oppreſſively adminiſtered z and this houſe do faithfully aſſure his majefly, that we 
will correct, and, if neceſſary for the purpoſe, as far as in us lies, will wholly 
_ deſtroy every ſpecies of power and authority exerciſed by Britiſh ſubje&s to the 
oppreſſion, wrong, and detriment of the people, and to the impoveriſhment and 
deflation of the countries ſubje& to it. BY | 
The propagators of the calumnies againſt that houſe of parliament have been 
indefatigable in . the ſuppoſed injury done to the Eaſt India company 
by the ſuſpenſion of the authorities which they have, in every inſtance, abuſer; 
as if power had been wreſted, by wrong and violence, from juſt and prudent 
hands; but they have, with equal care, concealed the weighty grounds and reaſons 
on which that houſe had adopted the moſt moderate of all poſſible expedients for 
reſcuing the natives of India from oppreſſion, and for ſaving the intereſts of the 
real and honeſt proprietors of their ſtock, as well as that great national, commercial 
concern, from imminent ruin. | ö | 
The miniſters aforeſaid have alſo cauſed it to be reported, that the houſe of 
commons have confiſcated the property of the Eaft India company. It is the re- 
verſe of truth, The whole management was a truſt for the proprietors, under 
their own inſpection (and it was fo provided for in the bill) and under the inſpec- 
tion of parliament. That bill, ſo far from confiſcating the company's property, 
was the only one which, for ſeveral years paſt, did not, in ſome ſhape or other, 
affect their property, or reſtrain them in the diſpoſition of it. | | | 
It is proper that his majeſty and all his people ſhould be informed, that the 
houſe C4 commons have procceded, with regard to the Eaſt India company, with 
a degree of care, circumſpection, and deliberation, which has not been equalled 
in the hiſtory of parliamentary proceedings. For ſixteen years the ſtate and con- 
dition of that body has never been wholly out of their view: in the year 1767 tle 


houſe took thoſe obje&s into conſideration, in a committee of the whole houſe: 


the buſineſs was purſued in the following year: in the year 1772, two committecs 
were appointed for the ſame purpoſe, which examined into their affairs with 
much diligence, and made very ample reports: in the year 1773, the proceedings 
were carried to an act of parliament, which proved ineffectual to its purpoſe ; the 
88 - | | | oppreſſion 
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peated four or five times in the year: As this regulation would cauſe a 
he therefore propoſed to reduce the deficiency in the revenue of about 


duty on tea to 12/. 105, per cent. G600,000/. per annum, he propoſed 


to 


oppreſſions and abuſes in India having fince rather increaſed than diminiſhed, on 
account of the greatneſs of the temptations and convenience of the opportunities, 
which got the better of the legiſlative proviſions calculated againſt ill practices then 
in their beginnings : inſomuch that, in 1781, two committees were again inſtituted, 
who have made ſeventeen reports. It was upon the moſt minute, exact, and Izv0- 
rious collection and diſcuſſion of facts, that the late houſe of commons proceeded 
in the reform which they attempted in the adminiſtration of India, but which hes 
been fruſtrated by ways and means the moſt diſhonourable to his majeſty's go 
vernment, and the moſt pernicious to the conſtitution of this kingdom. Bis ma- 
jety was ſo ſenſible of the diſorders in the company's adminiſtration, that the 
conſideration of that ſubject was no leſs than fix times recommended to this houſe 
in ſpeeches from the throne. | 1 

The reſult of the parliamentary enquiries has been, that the Eaſt India com- 
pany was found totally corrupted, and totally perverted from the purpoſes of its 
inſtitution, whether political or commercial; that the powers of war and peace 
given by the charter had been abuſed, by kindling hoſtilities in every quarter for 
the purpoſes of rapine; that almoſt all the treaties of peace they have made, have 
only given cauſe to ſo many breaches of public faith; that countries once the mot 
flouriſhing are reduced to a ſtate of indigence, decay, and depopulation, to the di- 
minution of our ſtrength, and to the infinite diſhonour of our national character 
that the laws of this kingdom are notoriouſly, and almoſt in every taftance, de- 
ſpiſed ; that the ſervants of the company, by the purchale of qualifications to vote 
in the general court, and, at length, by getting the company itſelf deeply in their 
debt, have obtained the entire and abſolute maſtery in the body, by which they 
ought to have been ruled and coerced. Thus their malverſations in office are. 
ſupported inſtead of being checked by the company. The whole of the affairs of 
that body are reduced to a moſt perilous ſituation z and many millions of innocent 
and deſerving men who are under the protection of this nation, and who ought to 
be protected by it, are oppreſſed by a moſt deſpotic and rapacious tyranny. The 
company and their ſervants having ftrengthened themſelves by this confederacy, 
have ſet at defiance the authority and admonitions of this houſe employed to re- 
form them; and when this houſe had ſelected certain principal delinquents, whom 
they declared it the duty of the company to recall, the company held out its legal 
privileges againſt all reformation ; poſitively refuſed to recall them; and ſupported 
thoſe who had fallen under the juſt cenſure of this houſe, with new and ſtronger 
marks of countenance and approbation. 

The late houſe diſcovering the reverſed ſituation of the company, by which the 
nomina] ſervants are really the maſters, and the offenders are become their own 
wdges, thought fit to examine into the ſtate of their commerce; and they have 
allo diſcovered that their commercial affairs are in the greateſt diſorder ; that their 
debts have accumulated beyond any preſent or obvious future means of payment, 
at leaſt under the actual adminiſtration of their affairs; that this condition of the 


aſt India company has begun to affect the ſinking fund itſelf, on which the 


public credit of the kingdom reſts, a million and upwards being due to the cuſ- 
oms, which that houſe of commons, whoſe intentions towards the company have 
een ſo groſsly miſrepreſented, were indulgent enough to ref; pite. And thus, in- 
tead of confiſcating their property, the company received without intereſt (which 
i ſuch a caſe had been before charged) the uſe of a very large ſum of the public 


money. The revenues are under the peculiar care of this houſe, not only as the 
Vol. XXVII. | LI 3 revenus 
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to make good the ſame by an addi- tional burthen, but ought tobe conk. 
tional window tax. This tax, he dered as a commutation, and would 
ſaid, would not be felt as an addi- in fact prove favourable to the ſub- 


Jett: 


revenues originate from us, but as, on every failure of the funds ſet apart for ſup. 
Port of the national credit, or to provide for the national itrength and ſatety, the 
taſk of ſupplying every deficiency falls upon his majeſty's faithful commons, this 
houſe muſt, in effect, tax the people. The houſe . at every moment, in. 
curs the hazard of becoming obnoxious to its conſtituents. 

The enemies of the late houſe of commons reſolved, if poſſible, to bring on that 
event. They therefore endeavoured to miſrepreſent the provident means adopted 
by the houſe of commons for keeping off this invi ſious neceſſity, as an attack on 
the rights of the Eaſt India company; for they well knew, that on the one hand 
if, for want of proper regulation and relief, the company ſhould become inſolvent, 
or even ſtop payment, the national credit and commerce would ſuſtain an heay 
blow; and that calamity would be juſtly imputed to parliament, which after ſuck 
long enquiries, and ſuch frequent admonitions from his majeſty, had negledcted ſo 
eſſential and fo urgent an article of their duty: on the other hand they knew, that, 
wholly corrupted as the company is, nothing effectual could be done to preſerve 
that intereſt from ruin, without taking for a time the national objects of their truſt 
out of their hands; and then a cry would be induſtriouſly raiſed againſt the houte 
of commons, as depriving Britiſh tubjects of their legal privileges. The reſtraint, 
being plain and fimple, mult be eaſily underſtood by thoſe who would be brought 
with great difficulty to comprehend the intricate detail of matters of fa&, which 
rendered this ſuſpenſion of the adminiſtration of India abſolutely neceſſary on 
motives of juſtice, of policy, of public honour, and public ſafety. 

The houſe of commons had not been able to deviſe a method, by which the re- 
dreſs of grievances could be effected through the authors of thoſe grievances ; nor 
could they imagine how corruptions could be purified by the corruptors and the 
corrupted ; nor do we now conceive, how any reformation can proceed from the 
| known abettors and ſupporters of the perſons who have been guilty of the miſde- 

meanors winch parhament has reprobated, and who for their own ill purpoſes have 
given countenurice to a falſe and deluſive ſtate of the company's affairs, fabricated 
to miſlead parliament, and to impoſe upon the nation. | 
Your commons feel, with a juſt reſentment, the inadequate eſtimate which your 
miniſters have formed of the importance of this great concern. They call on us 
to act upon the principles of thoſe who have not enquired into the ſubject ; and to 
condemn thoſe who, with the moſt laudable diligence, have examined and ſcrutinized 
every part of it. The deliberations of parliament have been broken; the ſeaſon 
of the year is unfavourable; many of us are new members, who mult be wholly 
unacquainted with the ſubje&, which lies remote from the ordinary courle of 
general information. . 
We are cautioned againſt an infringement of the conſtitution; and it is im- 
poems to know, what the ſecret adviſers of the crown, who have driven out the 
late miniſters for their conduct in parliament, and have diſſolved the late paris 
ment for a pretended attack upon prerogative, will conſider as ſuch an infringe” 
ment, We are not furniſhed with a rule, the obſervance of which can make ns 
ſafe from the reſentment of the crown, even by an implicit obedience to the dic- 
tates of the miniſters who have adviſed that ſpeech : we know not how ſoon thole 
miniſters may be diſavowed ; and how ſoon the members of this houſe, for i 
very agreement with them may be conſidered as objects of his majeſty's dite 


pleaſure Until by his majeſty's goodneſs and wiſdom the late example is com. 
pletely done away, we are not free. ; | We 
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the admiſſion of light into houſes 


ze: a houſe, for inſtance, of nine 
windows, which would be rated at 
10s, 64, might be ſuppoſed to con- 
ſume 71b. of tea; the difference be- 
tween the old duties on which, and 
the new duty propoſed, might, at an 
average, amount to 1/. 5s. 104. ſo 
that ſuch a family would gain by the 
commutation 1539. 44. 

But the principal benefit he ex- 
pected from this meaſure was the 
abſolute ruin of the ſmuggling trade, 
which, he ſaid, ſabſiſted almoſt en- 
tirely on the profit of their teas, 
Another benefit would be, the time- 
ly and neceſſary relief it would af- 
ford the Eaſt India company. By 
this regulation they would find a 
vent for thirteen, inſtead of five mil- 
lions of pounds of tea, and would be 
enabled to take twenty more large 
thips into their ſervice. | 

The act met with a warm oppoſi- 


tion in both houſes of parliament. 


It was denied to have any claim to 
the principle of com mutation Tea, 
though an article of pretty general 
uſe, was ſtill an article of luxury; 


We are well aware, in providing for the affairs of the Eaſt, what an adult 
ſtrength of abuſe, and of wealth and influence growing out of that abuſe, his 
majeſty's commons had, in the laſt parliament, and we ſtill have, to ſtruggle with. 
We are ſenſible that the influence of that wealth, in a much larger degree and 


ſuch infinite conſequence to the re- 


was indiſpenſably neceſſary ; the act 
therefore, in effect, compelled all 
perſons, whether they drank tea or 
not, to pay a tax for it. The chief 
benefit from the meaſure would ac- 
crue to the Chineſe, who, by the 
increaſing conſumption of tea, and 
demands for a higher-priced ſort, 
would draw out of this country mo- 
ney to double the amount they had 
done before. The company might, 
indeed, derive conſiderable gains ; 
but they muſt all come out of the 
pockets of the people, without any 
return; and one truth would be 
made very clear, that the trade of 
the company was not a matter of 
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venues of the kingdom, fince, with- 
out the intervention of their im- 
ports, we could raiſe the ſame ſums 
upon our houſes and windows at 
home, 5 

But allowing the general princi- 
ples of the bill to be unexceptiona- 
ble, it was reprobated as a danger- 
ous experiment, 'The duty on tea 
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meaſure than at any former period, may have penetrated into the very quarter from 
whence alone any real reformation can be expected. | 

It, therefore, in the arduous affairs recommended to us, our proceedings ſhould 
be ill adapted, feeble, and ineffectual; if no delinquency thould be prevented, and 
no delinquent ſhould be called to account; if every perſon ſhould be careſſed, pro- 
moted, and raiſed in power, in proportion to the enormity of his offences; if no 
relief ſhould be given to any of the natives unjuſtly diſpoſſeſſed of their rights, 
juriſdictions, and properties; if no cruel and unjuſt exactions ſhall be forborne; if 
the ſource of no peculation, or oppreſſive gain ſhould be cut off; if, by the omiſſion 
of the opportunities that were in our hands, our Indian empire ſhould fall into 
run uretrievable, and in its fall cruſh the credit, and overwheim the revenues of 
this country, we ſtand acquitted to our honour, and to our conſcience, who have 
reluctantly ſeen the weightieſt intereſts of our country, at times the moſt critical 
to us dignity and ſafety, rendered the ſport of the inconſiderate and unmeaſured 
ambition of individuals, and by that means the wiſdom of his majeſty's government 
degraded in the public eſtimation, and the policy and character of this renowned 
mation rendered contemptible in the eyes of all Europe. 


LJ 2 Was 


was one of the main pillars of the 
revenue; it was paid without a 
murmur, and by prudent regula- 
tions might be very greatly ex- 
tended. It was alſo much doubted, 
whether it would produce the effects 
expected from it in the ſuppreſſion 
of ſmuggling. The price of tea on 
the continent was 74 per cent. 
cheaper than at the company's lales, 
and this, added to the 124 per cent, 
duty, it was contended, would be a 
fufticient compenſation for all the 
riſks run by the ſmuggler. 

The public meaſures next brought 
forward by the miniſter, related to 
an object that required all the ad- 
dreſs and management he poſſeſſed. 
The firſt was a bill to enable the 
Eaſt India company to divide 8 per 
cent. intereſt on their capital. By the 
fudden diſſolution of the late parlia- 
ment, the committee to whom the 
examination of the ſtate of the 
company's affairs had been referred, 
was prevented from making any 
progreſs in that buſineſs ; and tho? 


ee in the preſent ſeſſion, yet, 
before any report could be made, 
the houſe was reduced to the neceſ- 
ſity, either of authorizing the com- 
pany to make a dividend, without 
any information relative to their 
abilities ſo to do, or to endanger 
their credit, by refuſing its conſent, 
All the diſgraceful and dangerous 
circumſtances of this dilemma were 
ſtrongly urged by the late miniſters 


beſt and ſafeſt means of extricating 
the public out of the difficulty, it 
was propoſed to make the dividend 
6 per cent. inſtead of 8. It was ad- 
mitted on all ſides, that the affairs 
of the company were, at leaſt, not 
in the moſt flouriſhing condition; 
and it was ſtated, not only as a 


the enquiry was reſumed as early as 


againſt their ſucceſſors; and as the 
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mockery, but as an act of real in- 
juſtice to the public, that, while the 
company was applying to parlia. 
ment for a conſiderable pecuniary 
relief, they ſhould take care to di. 
vide amongſt themſelves as much as 
they had divided under the moſt fa- 
vourable circumſtances ; and that 
they ſhould not take upon them- 
ſelves any part of the diſtreſſes oc. 
caſioned by their own miſmanage. 
ment, but lay all upon the public, 
On the other ſide, the neceſſity 
of the caſe, and the probable 
grounds for ſuppoling that the com. 
pany might be indulged in a di— 


vidend of 8 per cent. without any 


detriment to the public, were chiefly 
inſiſted on. It was alſo urged in 
favour of the company, that their 
diſtreſſes did not ariſe from their 
own faults, but that they had par- 


taken in the general calamity 


which, in conſequence of the war, 
had involved the whole country, 

The bill, as originally propoſed, 
paſſed the houſe of commons with- 
out a diviſion ; and after a warn 
debate in the houſe of lords, paſſed, 
on a diviſion of 28 to g. 

The ſecond act was to allow the 
company a further reſpite of duties 
due to the Exchequer; to enable 
them to accept of bills beyond the 
amount preſcribed by former acts 
of parliament ; and to eſtabliſh the! 
future dividends. | | 

'Thele propoſitions gave riſe to 
frequent debates. 'The partiality 
of the miniſter towards the India 
company was allowed to be highly 
and juſtly merited; and the proots 
he gave them of his gratitude in 
the commutation a&, the dividend 
act, and the preſent bill, kept pace 
with his ſenſe of the obligation be 
owed them. But hitherto, it was 


obſerved, he had been diſcharging 
J the 
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the debt out of other people's 

ckets, and it remained to be ſeen, 
in his bill for the better govern- 
ment of their affairs, whether he 
would be as ready to ſurrender to 
them his miniſterial power, as he 
was to aſſiſt them with the public 
money. | 

As an amendment to the firſt ob- 


jet of the bill, it was propoſed by 


Mr. Dempſter, that the company 
ſhould pay 5 per cent. for the money 
owing to the public ; but the mo- 
tion was negatived, 

With reſpect to the authorizing 
the acceptance of bills, an objec- 
tion was ſtarted by Mr. Fox, which, 
if it be allowed any weight, would 
be of the utmoſt conſequence to the 
public. Parliament, he obſerved, 
having a ſuperintending power over 
the company, and its conſent being 
neceſſary to the acceptance of the 
bills in queſtion, the public might 
well conclude that the reſources of 
the company were equal to their 
payment of thoſe bills, if parhament 
mould authorize their acceptance, 
and might thereby be induced to 
take them as good ſecurity : as 
therefore parliament, which is alto 


the guardian of the public intereſts, 


would be the cauſe why the money 
was advanced, fo, in caſe of inſol- 
vency, it would be bound in equity 
to ſee that no one ſuffered from the 
effects of its partiality, negligence, 
or incapacity. e | 

This doctrine, it was contended 
on the other ſide of the houſe, was 


totally inadmiſſible; and the caſe 


was ſtated in the following man— 
ner: — By the act of 1773 the pub- 
lic became entitled to a certain 


hare in the company's profits, after 
a dividend of 8 per cent.; and, as 
à ſecurity for this ſhare, the com- 


pany were bound not to accept of 


bills beyond a certain amount, until 
it was paid, without the conſent of 
the commiſſioners of the treaſury. 
When therefore parliament gives 
ſuch conſent, it amounts only to 
this, that the public conſents to 
give up, for the preſent, the ſecu- 
rity it poſſeſſed for the payment of 
its ſhare in the company's profits. 

The extreme inconſiſtency be- 
tween the third object of the bill 
and the firſt was handled with 
great ſeverity. To ſupport the firſt, 
it would be neceſſary to ſhew, that 
the affairs of the company were in 
ſo deplorable a ſtate as to ſtand in 
need of every poſſible aſſiſtance. 
To juſtify the laſt, it was required 
to prove, that they were in ſo flou- 
rifhing a condition as to afford an 
enormous dividend, The preference 
given by the miniſter to the com- 
pany's intereſts over thoſe of the 
public, weighed down and ſinking 
under the burthen of taxes, was 


again reverted to; and the houſe 
was warned againſt the rapid ftrides 


with which the factions of the India 


company, after plundering and ra- 


vaging the Eaſt, wereadvancing to 
controul and domineer over the go- 


vernment and councils of this king- 


dom. . | | | 
After ſeveral diviſions, the bill 
paſſed both houſes, and was fol- 
lowed by an act“ for the better 
government of the affairs of the 
« Eaſt India company, &c. This 
act, though framed upon the ſame 
model with that brought in by Mr. 
Pitt in the laſt parliament, yet dif- 
fered from it conſiderably in ſeveral 
material points. The powers of 


the board of controu!, which, in 
contraſt to the plan of the late 
miniſtry, and in compliance with 
the temper of thoſe tunes, was kept 
as ſubordinate as poſſible, were now 
greatly 
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greatly enlarged. In caſes of ur- 
gency, which might not admit the 
delays of conſultation, and in caſes 
of ſecrecy, which might not admit 
of previous communication, they 
are enabled to iſſue and tranſmit 
their own orders to India, without 
their being ſubject to the reviſion 
of the court of directors. It alſo 
veſts in the governor- general and 
council an abſolute power over the 
bother preſidencies in all points re- 

lative to tranſactions with the coun- 


try powers, and in all applications 


ot the revenues and forces in time 
of war, with a power of ſuſpenſion 
in caſe of diſobedience. 

The ſecond part of the bill con- 
tains a variety of internal regula- 
tions reſpecting the affairs of India. 
The clauſes relative to the debts of 
the Nabob of Arcot, to the diſputes 
between him and the Rajah of Tan- 
Jore, and to the relief of diſpoſſeſſed 
Zemindars, and other native land- 
holders, were adopted from Mr. 
Fox's India bill, with ſome excep- 
tions and limitations. 
ſtrictions are alſo laid upon the pa- 
tronage of the directors, and re- 
trenchments directed to be made in 
the company's eſtabliſhments. 
The third part of the bill relates 
to the puniſhment of Indian delin- 
quency. All Britiſh ſubjects are made 
amenable to the courts of juſtice in 
England for all acts done in India: 
The receiving of preſents is declared 
to be extortion, and diſobedience of 
orders, and all corrupt bargains to 
be miſdemeanors, and puniſhable 
as ſuch. Power is given to the go- 
vernors of the ſeveral ſettlements 
to ſeize all perſons ſuſpected of car- 
rying on illicit correſpondence, 
and, if neceſſary, to ſend them to 
England. Every company's ſer. 
vant is required, within two months 
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after his return to England, to de- 
liver in upon oath to the court of 
exchequer, an inventory of his real 
and perſonal eſtates, and a copy 
thereof to the court of directors for 

the inſpection of the proprietors ; 
and, in caſe any complaint ſhould 
be made thereupon by the board of 
controul, the court of directors, or 
any three proprietors poſſeſſing 
ſtock to the amount conjunctively 
of 10,0001. the court of exchequer 
are required to examine the perſon 
complained of upon oath, and to 
impriſon him until he ſhall have 
anſwered the interrogatories put to 
him to their ſatisſaction; and any 
neglect or concealment herein is 
puniſhed by impriſonment, forfei- 
ture of all his eſtates, both real and 
perſonal, and an incapacity of ever 
ſerving the company again. | 
Laſtly ; for the more ſpeedy and 
effectual proſecution of perſons 
charged with crimes committed in 
the Eaſt Indies, a new court of 
juſtice is appointed, conſiſting of 
three judges, appointed by the 
three courts, four peers, and fix 


members of the houſe of commons : 


the four peers to be taken by lot 
out of a liſt of 26, which ſhall be 
choſen by ballot at the commence- 
ment of every ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, and the fix commoners out 
of a lift of 40 members, choſen in 
the fame manner; liberty being 
given to the party accuſed, and to 
the proſecutor, to challenge a cer- 
tain number of the ſame. The act 
alſo direQs, that all depoſitions of 
witneſſes taken in India, and all 
writings received by the court of 
directors, and copies of thoſe {ent 
out by them, ſhall be received as 


legal evidence. The judgment of 


the court is made final, and to ex- 
tend to fine and impriſonment, and 
N | = 
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to declaring the'party incapable of 
ever ſerving the company in any 
capacity whatever. | 
This bill met with a ftrenuous 
oppoſition in almoſt every ſtage of 
its progreſs through both houſes. 
As the principle of the firſt part of 
the bill is the ſame with that brought 
in by Mr. Pitt in the late parlia- 
ment, it is unneceſſary for us to go 
over again the grounds on which it 
was Oppoſed and defended. The 
extenſion of the power of the board 
of controul, a meaſure adopted for 
the purpoſe of giving greater vi- 
gour and efficacy to the whole 


iyſtem, was objected to as incon- 


gruous to the avowed principle of 
the bill, and inſufficient for the 


1 alledged to be aimed at 


yit. The enlarged powers con- 
ferred on the governor- general were 
alſo objected to as an inverſion of 
the order of government, which 
requires that authority, exerciſed 
at a diſtance from the controuling 
power, and ſubjeR to almoſt inſu- 
perable temptations, ſhould be as 
limited as poſſible. The bill was 


founded on theſe notorious facts 


that the government of the com- 
pany at home, in the hands of the 


directors, was weak and impolitic, 


and that the conduct of their ſer- 


vants abroad was diſobedient, cruel, 
and rapacious; yet the bill con- 


firmed the government in the hands 
of the former, and increaſed the 
Powers of the latter. A bcard of 
controul was indeed inftitut:d ; but 

this confuſion of all the eſſential 
powers of government, the nomi— 
nal ſovereignty of the court of di- 
recters, the arbitrary ſuperinten- 
dance of the board of controul, and 
the deſpotic power conferred os the 
governor- general, ſeemed to be the 


moſt complete recipe for compoling 


a weak, inefficient, and corrupt go- 
vernment, that human invention 
could ſuggeſt. | 

In anſwer to theſe objections it 


was aſſerted, that the adjuſtment of 


theſe ſeveral powers had been regu- 
lated by a due attention to the na- 
ture of the object, to the rights of 
individuals, and to the ſafety of the 
conſtitution. That the whole plan 
was neceſſarily an experiment ; but 
that it was evident, from the form 
of our own polity, that a mixed 
governmentdid not imply one weak 
or inefficient, With reſpect to the 
great authority veſted in the gover- 
nor-general, it was defended as moſt 
ſuitable to the genius and prejudices 
of the country where it was to be 
exerciſed. | 

Tn the ſecond part of the bill, it 
was remarked, that the clauſes re- 
ſpecting diſobedience of orders, the 
commencing of wars, and the ſuc- 
ceflion to offices by ſeniority, were 
rendered nugatory by ſeveral ex- 
ceptions and limitations. Theſe 
exceptions were, on the other hand, 
defended as neceſſary precautions 
againſt circumſtances and events in 
which it might be neceſſary to per- 
mit the exerciſe of a diſcretionary 
power. The inefficiency of the 
clauſe relative to the oppreſſed na- 
tive landholders, the ruinous delay 
which would attend the mode of 
proceeding directed for their relief, 
and the abules to which it was lia- 
ble, were alſo ſtrongly object d to; 
but the claute was adopted by the 
majority on the ſame grounds as the 
former. | 

The laſt part of the bili encoun- 
tered a more vehement oppoſition, 
and the miniſter was called on, but 
in vain, o ſubmit it to the tree 


judgment of the houſe by making 


it a ſeparate act. The trial by a 
4 jury 
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Jury of peers has ever been conſi- 
dered in this kingdom as a right of 
ſo ſacred a nature, that the ſlighteſt 
attempt to infringe upon it had hi- 


therto never failed to occaſion an 
univerſal alarm. But the inſtitu- 


tion of a new court of judicature 
was not the only innovation which 
the bill made upon the conſtitution, 
The obligation to ſwear to the 
amount of property, and the powers 

ranted to the courts of enforcing 
interrogatories, tende to force per- 
ſons to criminate th-mtelves, and 
were modes. of inquifitorial pro- 
ceedings unknown to the ſ{ubje&s of 


this iſland, It was confidently de- 


pied, that there was any neceſſity 
for ſo alarming a departure from 
the eſtabliſhed principles and prac- 
tice of the conſtitution ; and it was 
therefore preſumed, that it could 


| have been done with no other than 


a corrupt view, to draw the rich and 


powerful ſervants of the Eaſt India 


Company into a dependance upon 
the crown for its protection. 
Notwithſtanding the weight of 
popular odium, which the miniſter 
was likely to incur by this pro- 
ceeding, he nevertheleſs perſiſted 
in ſupporting his meaſure. He 
declared his conviction, that the 
ordinary courts of juſtice were to- 
rally inadequate to the taſk of do- 
ing ſubſtantlal juſtice upon Indian 


L. 100 2 per cents. valued at — 
50 4 per cents, valued at — 
5 5. 64. by annuities, valued at 


Total 


Thus the ſum to be paid by the 
public would be ſomewhat ſhort of 


What would be leut: however this nothing: to a ſubſcriber of C. 1,000 
would be made up to the money- ſhould be given ſix lottery tickets, 


delinquents, and that there were 
many crimes committed there for 
which the common law had provid- 
ed no redreſs.— At the ſame time 


he did not conceive that the prin- 


ciple on which he proceeded was fo 


totally unknown in the juriſpru. 


dence of this kingdom. It was re- 
cognized in the whole code of mar- 
tial law. As to the influence of 
the crown, he truſted he had ſuffi- 


ciently guarded againſt any appre- 
henſions, by the mode directed for 
the conſtitution of the new court of 


judicature. | 
The bill at length paſſed both 
houſes, after frequent diviſions, in 
which very large majorities follow- 
ed the opinion of the miniſter. _ 
On the zoth of June Mr. Pitt 


opened the national accounts for 
the preſent year, or what is gene- 


rally termed the Budget. 


After having recapitulated the 
ſupplies which had been granted 
by parliament, and the ways and 


means for raiſing them, he ſtated, 
that the ways and means fell juſt 
within 6,000,000 1. of the ſum 
voted for the applies; and this laſt 
ſum he propoſed to raiſe by a loan. 
The terms which he had come to 
wien the ſubſcribers were as fol- 
lows ; viz, for every (. 100 ſub- 
<1ed, the public would give 


Ly 12 6 


37 8 9 
4.17 115 


| 


I 


— 99 19 2} 


lender by a douceur of lottery 
tickets, which would coft the public 


| and 
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and ſo on in proportion to the in- 
creaſed amount of each ſubſcrip- 
hoy 

"With reſp2& to the unfunded 
debt, which amounted to upwards 
of [.12,000,000 in navy bills, and 
C. I, ooo, ooo in ordnance deben- 
tures, though he intended to fund only 
ſeren millions of this debt, ſtill, as 
moſt of the navy bills actually bore 
intereſt, and as the intereſt on that 


part which he did not mean to 


fund this year, would amount to 
280, ooo, he propoſed to lay on 
taxes * this year for the intereſt of 


the whole, notwithſtanding only 


half of it would be funded. 
Agreeable to this calculation, 
the ſum neceſſary for paying the in- 


tereſt on the loan, the part of the 
unfunded debt which he propoſed. 


to fund, and the four per cents. on 
that which he would leave unfund- 
ed till the next year, would amount 
to a little more than /. oo, ooo; ſo 
that if the new taxes ſhould pro- 
duce the ſums that he expected from 
them, there would be a ſurplus of 
ſomewhat more than J. 30,000 in 
favour of the public. 

The taxes which he produced, met 
in general but with little oppolition, 
if we except that which propoſed 
an acditional duty on coals, and 
which was finally rejected, and 
ſome others ſubſtituted in its room. 

He concluded with declaring, 
that he had ftudiouſly endeavoured 
to do what he held to be the indiſ- 
penſable duty of every perſon ho- 
noured with the high office he 
held; viz. to diſguiſe nothing from 
the public that affected their real in- 
tereſt, but to bring every particular 
of that nature forward; and, how- 


For theſe taxes, 
to the Chronicle, page 304. 


ever great the perſonal riſque and _ 
inconvenience, however great the 
danger of incurring popular odiam 
by propoſing heavy burthens on the 
people might be, not to ſhrink 
from that painful part of duty, if 
ſuch burthens were by the exigency 
of affairs required to be impoſed. 
The ſeflions cloſed with a motion 
brought forward by Mr. Dundas, 
for the reſtoration of the eſtates for- 
feited in Scotland in the rebellion 
of 1745.—As this meaſure had for 


its object the relief of individuals, 


whoſe unequivocal attachment and 
loyalty to his preſent majeſty and his 


family could not be ſuppoſed, even 


in a leſs liberal and leſs enlighten- 
ed age than the preſent, to be 


tainted or affected by the crimes of 


their anceſtors, it met with the 
perfect approbation of the com- 
mons.—In the houſe of lords, how- 
ever, it was oppoſed by the lord 
chancellor, both on the grounds of 
its impolicy and its partiality. It 


was impolitic, he ſaid, as far as it 
rendered nugatory the ſettled maxim 


of the Britiſh conſtitution, that 
treaſon was a crime, of ſo deep a 
dye, that nothing was adequate to 
its puniſhment but the total eradi- 
cation of the perſon, the name, and 
the family, out of the ſociety which 
he had attempted to hurt. This 


was the wiſdom, he ſaid, of former 


times. But if a more enlightened. 
age choſe to relax from the eſta- 


bliſhed ſeverity, he thought it ought 


to be done with 
beration. 5 

It was, he ſaid, partial, becauſe 
the eſtates forfeited in 1715, and 


gravity and deli- 


which were forfeited upon the ſame 


grounds and principles as thoſe in 


and their computed amount reſpectively, ſee the Appendix 


1745» 
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1745, were paſſed over in ſilence, 
whilit even a perſon who had for- 
feited in 1690 was included in 
the proviſion. — The bill neverthe- 
leſs paſſed the lords, and received 
the royal aſſent. | 
The king, on the zoth 
ug: 20th, of Auguſt, put an end 
784 to the ſeſſion, by a ſpeech 
from the throne; in which, after 
expreſſing his approbation of their 


proceedings, and his concern for the 
additional burthens which they had 
been obliged to lay upon the pub. 
lic, he adverted to the important 
objects, with reſpect to trade and 
commerce, yet to be provided for; 
and he truſted, that iuch regulations 
would be framed, upon a full in. 
veſtigation, as might be calculated 
to promote the wealth and proſpe. 
rity of every part of the empire, 


CH a K 


The ſecond ſeſſion of the parliament opened. J. be king's ſpeech recommend; 


the final adjuſtment of the commercial intercourſe with Ireland, the further 
Suppreſſion of ſinuggling, the conſideration of the reports of the commiſſioners 
of accounts, and the making regulations in different offices. Earl of Surrey 

exceptions to the ſpeech. T he miniſter's anſaver., Lord North's animad- 
verſions on the mention which had been made of a parliamentary reforn, 
Mr. Burke objects to the ſpeech, on account of its taking no notice of India 
affairs, and propoſes an amendment in the addreſs. Miniſter replies to Lord 
North. Hiſtory of the celebrated Weſtminſter election, which continued for 
upwards of fix weeks, and was concluded only on the day previous to the 
return of the ewrit. High bailiff grants a ſcrutiny, which is proteſted againſt 
by Mr. Fox. Brought before parliament and often diſcuſſed. Arguments 
for and againſt the ſcrutiny. Mr. Fox's animated appeal, ſarcaſtically 
attacking the minifter. Mr. Pitt's reply, charging Mr. Fox with ab. 
teſtable conduct in politics, Various quijtions and divifioas on the ſubject. 
The ſcrutiny at laſt quaſhed, and Lord Hood and Mr, Fox in conſequence 
returned. Proviſions by Mr. Fox's India bill, for adjuſting the Nabob if 
Arcot's debts ; alſo by Mr. Pitt's. Court directors purſue meajures, 
in conſeguence of diredtions in the laiter, which are ſuperſeded by the 
board of controul. Earl of Carliſle's motion thereen—warmly debated, 
but negatived without a diuiſion. The ſame tranſaction agitated in the 
bouje of commons by Mr, Fox, and defended by Mr. Dundas. Mr. Smith, 
chairman of ihe company's, ſentiments. 
| Burke's full inveſtigation of the ſubject. The motion negati ved, 164 to 69. 
.. Pitt's. motion to amend the repreſentation in parliament ; particulars 


| of bis propeſal, Not generally approved. Mr. Fox's objefions. At. 


guments for and againſt the meaſure. Negatived.—General review of 


the national finances by the miner. Objections by the oppoſition. Con- 
tents of the budget. — Bill for appointing commiſſieners to enquire iuie 
abuſes, and report obſervations for better conducting buſineſs, in the pub. 
lic effices, brought in by the miniſter. Obfectious thereto, Arguments * 
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HE ſecond ſeſſion opened on 

the 25th day of January 
1785, In the ſpeech from the 
throne, the object particularly re- 
com mended to the attention of both 
houſes, was the final adjuſtment of 
the Commercial Intercourſe between 
Great Britain and Ireland. The 


{acceſs that had attended the mea- 


ſures taken laſt ſeſſion, for the ſup- 
preſſion of ſmuggling, was next 
mentioned, as an encouragement to 
apply, with continued aſſiduity, to 
that important object. And, finally, 
the reports of the commiſſioners of 
accounts, and ſuch further regula- 
tions as might appear neceſſary in 
the different offices of the kingdom, 


were ſubmitted as matters worthy 


of their early conſideration. 

The addreſs, which, as uſual, 
was an echo to the ſpeech, paſſed in 
the houſe of lords without either 
comment or any ſort of oppoſition. 
In the houſe of commons, the earl 
of Surrey made a few remarks, on 
what he looked upon as important 
deficiencies in the ſpeech. : 
Firſt, the form of expreſſion, by 
which the annual eſtimates were 
mentioned, left the public alto- 
gether at a loſs, whether any new 
burthens were to be impoſed or not: 
and, in the next place, he was aſto- 
niſhed that, among other affairs of 


importance, the reduction of the 


army had not been ſo much as 
glanced at. Such a matter was of 
me moſt eſſential conſequence to 
this country, and therefore demand- 
ed the moſt ſerious attention of par- 
lament. 


; Wüh reſpect to his majeſty's aſ- 


I 71 
its favour. Paſſes in the commons by a large majority. In the lordy 
receives very material amendments.— Mention of the ſteps taken to ſettle 
the commercial intercourſe with Ireland, Cloſe of the ſeſſion. 


ſurance of his hearty concurrence 
in every meaſure that could tend to 
ſecure the true principles of the con- 


flitution, he remarked, that expreſ- 


ſions of ſo general a nature, coming 
from the throne, and unapplied to 
any particular object, required ſome 
explanation, He then farcaltically 
demanded, whether the rights of 
juries, which had lately ſuffered fo 
violent an attack, was the matter 
alluded to? or whether the Weſt- 
minſter ſcrutiny, by which the 
rights of election had been violated, 


was the object to which the expreſ- 


ſion bore reference? or perhaps it 
might be the reform of the repre- 
ſentation in parliament that was 
meant; and this, when he called to 
mind the opinions of the gentleman 


whom he concluded to be the fra- 


mer of the ſpeech, he could not bur 

hope and believe to be the caſe ; 

and he wiſhed him to conſider, that 
the ſpirit which had lately diſco- 
vered itſelf both in Ireland and Scot- 
land, as well as in many parts of 
England, made it neceſſary for the 
houſe, as well as the public, to 
know whether the queſtion of a 
more equal repreſentation was to be 
brought forward as a meaſure ſanc- 
tioned by government. EL 
The chancellor of the exchequer 
roſe to anſwer the objections made 
by Lord Surrey. With regard to 


the firſt, whether there was to be a 


loan, and any new taxes? it was a 
point which he conceived that was 
not the proper day for diſcuſſing.— 
The language of his majeſty to that 
houſe, on the ſubject of ſupply, was 
the language proper for his majeſty 

e to 
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to hold: he had told them, that he 
had ordered the eſtimates for the en- 
ſuing year to be laid before them, 
and that he confided in their libe- 
rality and zeal to grant the neceſ- 
fary ſupplies. In the addrels, they 
had promiſed to fulfil his majeſty's 
expectations. This being the caſe, 
they muſt have the eſtimates before 
them, and know what the exigen- 
cies of the public ſervices did re- 
ue: before it would be poflible 
for any man to ſay what quantum 
would be wanted. — The other mat- 
ter pointed out by the noble lord, 
as a matter that ought to have been 
mentioned in the ſpeech, viz. Whe- 
ther there was to be any further re- 
duction of the army? was a queſtion 
which belonged to a ſeparate and 
diſtinct diſcuſſion, which gentlemen 
well knew would be brought on at 
a future day, but certainly was not 
entitled to make any part, of his 
majeſty's ſpeech from the throne, — 
With regard to the meaſure of a re- 
form in the repreſentation of the 
people in parliament, he was not of 
opinion that the moſt practicable 
mode of accompliſhing that object, 
would have been to bring it ex- 
plicitly forward in his majeſty's 
ſpeech. Great and wiſe men had 
entertained various conceptions of 
that important matter. He was 
willing to give it all the fair play 
to which the ardent defire of the 


people, its own momentous con- 


ſequence, and his fincere inclina- 
tion, entitled it to. On this buſi- 
neſs he laboured inceſſantly. It was 
that which of all others was the 
neareſt his heart: but at this very 
early period of the ſeſſion, to have 
ſtated it ſpecifically, was impoſſible. 
Much was ſtill to do. His ideas were 
not matured. It comprehended a 
great variety of conſiderations. It 


important a point. 


related to the eſſentials and vital; 
of the conſtitution: it therefore re. 
quired the moſt delicate attention, 
t was a path which he was deter. 
mined to tread, but he knew with 
what tenderneſs and circumſpection 
it became him to proceed. He 
ſhould undoubtedly give ſufficient 
previous intimation; and he muſt 


entreat and conjure every gentle. 
man in the houſe to come on that 


day with a mind free from all pre. 


judices, and give the ſubject that 


impartial, fair, and ſolid diſcuſſion, 
which its importance required, 
Lord North declared kimſelf a 
determined enemy to any alteration 
of the conſtitution in ſo delicate and 
Convinced az 
he was of the excellence of our 
conſtitution, he conſidered all at- 


tempts at innovation as highly dan- 


gerous to the very being of the 
conſtitution itſelf, and there fore he 


ſhould uniformly oppoſe them. To 


talk of ſecuring the true principles 
of the conſlitution by any innova- 
tion, appeared to him to be fo di- 
rect a contradiction in terms, that 
he could by no means agree with 
the noble earl in the conſtruction he 
wiihed to put on the words ſpoken 
from the throne. _ 


He then adverted to Mr. Wyvill's | 


circular letter on the ſubject, and 
particularly to that part of it which 


ſtated, that Mr. Pitt had promiſed | 


to exert his whole power, as 4 mar 
and as a miniſter, honeſtly ard boldly, 
to carry a propoſition of parliamen- 
tary reform. He aſked, What was 


meant by the oppoſition of the word 


miniſſer to the word ran? He ſaid, 
he preſumed the meaning was, that 
the miniſter was to do ſomething 
more than the man could do, and 
what that ſomething was, he de- 
clared he was at a loſs to imagine: 


He 


- 
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He aſked alſo, What was meant by 


the words honeſtly and boldly? and enu- 


merated the former efforts made by 
Mr. Pitt, to procure a parliamentary 


reform, in order to prove that a mi- 


niſter could do no more than a man: 
but by the introduction of the words 
honeſtly and boldly, it appeared, he 
faid, as if a ſuſpicion had been enter- 
tained, that the miniſter avould not do 


fo much as the man. He then remind- 


ed ſuch gentlemen who had formerly 
voted againſt a reform, of the in- 


delible diſgrace they would infallibly 


entail on themſelves, if they gave 
the miniſter that ſupport which they 
had formerly refuſed to the man. 
The total filence which the king's 
ſpeech obſerved, relatiye to the af- 
fairs of India, called up Mr. Burke; 
who, after ridiculiag the ſpeech, on 
account of the contradictory mean- 
ings that had been put upon it, ad- 
verted to what he conſidered as 
an unpardonable omiſſion therein. 
This filence {proceeded Mr. Burke) 
is indeed an alarming confeſſion of 
that diſtreſs which it forbears to 
mention. But though the ſpeech of 
the miniſter conveys no 1:forma- 


tion, I have lately ſeen a king's 
ſpeech, which was ſufficiently ex- 


plicit on the dreadful occaſion: a 
king (alluding to Mr. Haſtings) 
who rules even with more authority 


than the Britiſh monarch ; who has 


told of diſtreſſes which were not 
before believed, and proved the 
falſhood of thoſe repreſentations, on 
the faith of which the nation had 
been induced to grant the aids of 
laſt ſeſſion. After dwelling for 
lome time on the enormous degree 
of profuſion and peculation preva- 
lent in our government in the Eaſt 
Indies, he pledged himſelf, in the 


moſt ſolemn manner, to ſupport his 
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aſſertions with proofs the moſt ir- 


refragable; and concluded his 
ſpeech, by moving an amendment 
to the addreſs, to the following pur- 
Port : | REES 

«© Convinced, by fatal expe- 
rience, that every diverſion of the 
revenues of the Eaſt Indies, from 
the local eſtabliſhments, or juſt 
appropriation, mult ultimately tend 
to the ruin of that country, and to 
lay additional burthens upon this, 
your faithful commons beg leave to 
aſſure your majeſty, that we will 
enquire minutely into the circum- 
ſtances, to prevent peculation in 
future, and to puniſh the offenders, 
if they can poſſibly be diſcovered.“ 

He ſaid he would not preſs the 
houſe to a diviſion upon this amend- 
ment, but content himſelf with put- 
ting it on the journals of the 
houſe. 

The chancellor of the exchequer 
roſe a ſecond time to take notice 
of the manner in which Lord North 
had treated the words quoted from 
Mr. Wyvill's letter. The letter, 
he ſaid, was not his, neither was 
he accountable for any particular 
phraſes it contained: but it was to 
his mind very clear, from the words 
% as a miniſter and as a man,” 
what the gentleman meant to con- 
vey; namely, that in any ſituation, 
public or private, in office, or out 
of office, he would give the propo- 
ſition his full ſupport. With re- 
ſpect to the words * boldly and 
«« honeſtly, upon which the noble 
lord had thrown ſo much ſarcaſm, 
he ſuppoſed the noble lord. from the 
- experience of his own uſe of power 
when in office, was induced to think 
it an impoſſible thing for a miniſter 
to act bolgly and honeſtly. | 

The queſtion of the amendment 
was 


174] 
was afterwards put, and negatived 
without a diviſion; and the addreſs 
paſſed nem. con. | | by 

The moſt prominent feature of 
the preſent ſeflion of parliament, 
whether we conſider its real im- 
portance as a conſtitutional queſ- 
tion, or the warmth and energy 
with which it was diſcuſſed, was the 
Weſtminſter ſcrutiny. 

At the late general election, 
Lord Hood, Mr. Fox, and Sir Cecil 
Wray, offered themſelves as candi- 
dates to repreſent that city in par- 
liament. . . 

The firſt of theſe gentlemen was 
elected by a very large majority; 
the ſtruggle betwixt the two laſt 
Was long and obſtinate: after con- 
tinuing the conteſt for upwards of 
ſix weeks, it was finally concluded 
on the 17th day of May 1784, 
leaving a majority of 235 voters in 
. favour of Mr. Fox. The high bai- 
Iiff, at the requiſition of Sir Cecil 
Wray, the unſucceſsful candidate, 
Arey a ſcrutiny into the poll which 

e had taken, on the day on which 
ñt cloſed, and which was the day pre- 
vious to the return of his writ. 

This mode of proceeding was on 
the ſpot formally proteſted againſt 
by Mr. Fox, and alſo by ſeveral of 

the electors “. | 

Immediately on the meeting of 
the new parliament, the conduct of 
the high bailiff in granting the 
ſcrutiny, under the circumſtances 
above-mentioned, was warmly taken 
up by the oppoſition, and as warmly 
defended by the miniſter and his 
friends. 


After the ſubject had been de- 


bated, as well by counſel at the bar 
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of the houſe, as by the member 
themſelves, in every ſhape, and a 


often as it could be brought before 


them, both by petitions from Mr, 
Fox and the electors, the proceed. 
ing of the high bailiff was juſtified; 


and jt was reſolved, by a very con- 


ſiderable majority, on a motion of 
Lord Mulgrave's, That the high 
4e bailiff of Weſtminſter do proceed 
ce in the ſcrutiny for the ſaid city, 
ce with al} practicable diſpatch.” 

Apreeable to this reſolution of the 
houſe, the high bailiff proceeded 
with the ſcrutiny during the re- 
mainder of the ſeſſion, and during 
the receſs. Not quite two pariſhes 
out of the ſeven, into which Weſt. 
minſter is divided, were finiſhed, 
when the parliament met the ſecond 
time, and yet the ſcrutiny had then 
continued for eight months. It was 
calculated (taking into conſideration 
that one of the pariſhes already 
ſcrutinized was comparatively ſmall) 
that the buſineſs already gone 
through was not more than an 
eighth of the whole. Of the votes 
on the fide of Mr, Fox, ſeventy-one 
had been objected to in the firſt 
pariſh, and the objections made 
good only againſt twenty-five: in 
the ſame pariſh, out of thirty-two 
of the voters for Sir Cecil Wray, 
which were objected to, twenty- 
ſeven were declared z/legal. 

In the ſecond pariſh, out of two 
hundred objeQed to, Mr. Fox loſt 
eighty ; Sir Cecil Wray, out of 


ſeventy-five, at that time objected 


to (for the examination was not 
cloſed) had fixty ſtruck off. 

In this ſtate did the Weſtminſter 
ſcrutiny again come before the 


ee an official copy of the high bailiff's return, and alſo of theſe protelis. 
page 279, in the Appendix to the Chronicle. 
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houſe, upon a petition from ſeveral 
of the electors, the 8th of February, 
when the high bailiff, and his counſel, 
Mr. Hargrave and Mr, Murphy, un- 
derwentalongexamination at the bar 


of the houſe, touching the practica- 


bility of carrying on the ſcrutiny, 
and the difficulties and delays at- 
tending the ſame. The high bailiff 
gave in evidence, that, calculating 
from what had been already done, 
it would take certainly not leſs, but 
probably a much longer time, than 
two years, to finiſh the ſcrutiny, 
The day following, Mr. Welbore 
Ellis moved, „That Thomas Cor- 
« bett, eſq; high bailiff of the city 
« of Weſtminſter, having finally 


* cloſed the poll for members to 


« repreſent the ſaid city, do forth- 
« with obey the ſaid writ, and 
« make a return of the precept di- 
« rected to him for that purpoſe.”* 
This motion brought the merits of the 
whole queſtion again before the houſe, 


and was long and ably debated, dur- 


ing ſeveral days, by Lord Mulgrave, 
the maſter of the rolls, the attorney 
and ſolicitor- general, Mr. Bearcroft, 
Mr. Hardinge, Mr. Dundas, and 
Mr. Pitt, on the one ſide; and on 
the other, by Mr. Lee, Sir Thomas 
Davenport, Mr. Anſtruther, Mr. 
Adam, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Powis, 
Mr. Ellis, Mr. Montagu, Lord 
North, Mr. Sheridan, and Mr. Fox. 

The arguments uſed in this de- 
bate are reducible to two heads; 
firſt, the legality of the ſcrutiny, 
under the circumſtances of the caſe; 
and ſecondly, its expediency. - 
On the firſt head it was argued, 
in ſupport of the motion, that by 
ſtatute the writ was returnable on 
the day ſpecified in it; and that this 
appeared clearly from an act of 
Henry the Sixth, by which an ac- 


ton of debt was given to a perſon 


* 


aggrieved by any return, the a& 
expreſsly providing that ſuch action 
ſhould be brought withia three 
months after the meeting of parlia- 
ment. The meeting of parliament 
and the return of the writ muſt 
therefore have been conſidered as 
co-exiſtent in point of time, or it 
would have been abſurd in them to 
give a man an action, which could 
be ſo eaſily defeated if the practice 
introduced by the preſent parlia- 
ment ſhould prevail ; for the ſheriff 
not making any return for three 
months, or, as it might happen in 
the preſent caſe, three years, after 
the meeting, no action could be 
brought againſt him, becauſe by 
law it muſt be brought within three 
months after the meeting, or not at 
alh | | 
The ſtatute of the 1oth and 
11th of William III. was next in- 
ſited on, which requires the ſheriff 
to make his return on or before the 
day of the meeting of parliament : 
this clauſe, it was ſaid, virtually in- 
cluded all inferior returning officers, 
who, by making their returns to the 
ſheriff, muſt enable him to obey his 
writ, and tranſmit it to the crown- 
office in due time, before the open- 
ing of the ſeſſion; and this con- 
ſtruction of the ſtatute is further 
confirmed by what is directed in the 
caſe of writs for the election of 
members during the ſitting of par- 
liament, which are not made re- 
turnable within any limited time. 


The difference between the two 
caſes is very ſtriking; the king was 
ſuppoſed to know beſt when a new 


parliument ought to meet, and there - 
fore he ſummons it to meet on a 
certain day; and it is neceſſary the 
writs ſhould be all returned on that 
day, that the commons may be as 
ſully repreſented as poſſible, before 

| yy parliament 
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arliament proceeds to make laws. 

ut it is different with reſpect 
to a vacancy made by death or 
otherwiſe, in a houſe of commons 
already fitting : the houſe cannot 
poſlibly be full ; but a reaſonable 
difpatch is requiſite in filling the 
vacancy, and the act therefore only 
directs that the return ſhall be made 
within fourteen days after the elec- 
tion. 

The ground of legal analogy was 


next reſorted to, and it was main- 


tained, that no ſheriff, or other offi- 
cer, could legally continue to act 
under the authority of any writ or 
precept after the date when the ſame 
was made returnable: on the day, 
therefore, that the precept iſſued to 
the high bailiff was directed to be 
returned to the ſheriff, he was, quoad 
hoc, fundus officio, and became as 
incompetent to continue the poll or 
ſcrutiny, as if the writ had never iſ- 
ſued at all. | 
It was maintained, in the third 
place, that the protraction of a ſcru- 
tiny beyond the exigence of the writ 


was contrary to the uniform and in- 


variable practice of parliament. In 
the great Oxfordſhire conteſt, the 
ſheriff granted a ſcrutity, which 
laſted till the day before the writ 
was returnable, and then cloſed it, 
contrary to the wiſhes and entreaties 
of the parties that had demanded it. 
He then returned all the four can- 
didates. The houſe did not con- 
demn the ſheriff; on the contrary, 
it fat from day to day to determine 
who ought to have been returned. 
Laſtly, the illegality of the proceed- 
Ing was argued, on the ground of 
its being contrary to reaſon, and 


leading to the moſt abſurd as well 


as dangerous conſequences. If the 
power aſſumed by the high bailiff, 


of protracting the return beyond the 


time ſpecified in the writ, were once 
recognized, it would inveſt return. 
ing officers with a power of control. 
ling one of the moſt arbitrary and 
irreſiſtible prerogatives of the ſove. 
reign, that of aſſembling his parlia- 
ment at ſuch time and place as he 
may think proper. On the other 
hand, it might become the wean: 
of depriving the people of their 
rights, by packing a parliament, in 
which the members of the moſt in- 
conſiderable boroughs would take 
their ſeats, whilſt the repreſenta- 
tives of counties, of Weſtminſter, 


Norwich, Liverpool, Briſtol, New. 


caſtle, and every other populous 


place, might be engaged in attend. 


ing ſcrutinies. 

It was further obſerved, that if 
the legiſlature had intended toautho- 
rize a ſcrutiny in every caſe in which 
it might be demanded, it would 
doubtleſs have expreſsly provided for 
the ſame, and not have left it entire- 
ly in the diſcretion of the returning 
officer; but it was generally agreed 


that no ſuch obligation exiſted, ex. 


cept in the city of London, where a 
proviſion was made for it by a ſpe- 
clal act of parliament. In the late 


elections, the ſheriff of Bedford- 


ſhire had refufed a ſcrutiny, though 
at the cloſe of the poll there wa: 
only a majority of one vote; yet 
the houſe had not conſidered his 
conduct as in any way reprehenſible. 


The returning officers of South- 


wark, Lancafter, &c. had alſo re- 
fuſed to grant a ſcrutiny, although 
it had, been demanded, | 
But if it ſhould be granted, that 
the ſcrutiny was within the ſtrick 
line of legality, yet it was contend- 
ed, that the authorizing the high 
bailiff to proceed therein was nei- 
ther expedient nor equitable. If it 
had been the intention of the houſe 
| to 
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to do the moſt ſpeedy and effectual 
juſtice to all the parties concerned, 
they would doubtleſs have directed 
the bailiff to make ſuch a return as 
his judgment ſhould dictate (the only 
thing required of him by his oath) 
and would have themſelves proceed- 
ed to correct the return, if it had 
been vitiated by any errors 1n the 
election. The act of Mr. Grenville 
had eſtabliſhed the proper tribunal, 
with adequate powers, for the trial 
of conteſted elections; whereas the 
court of ſcrutiny had neither power 
to compel the attendance of evi- 
dence, nor authority to examine them 
on oath, or to puniſh them for con- 
tempt or prevarication: it had, there- 
fore, at leaſt a ſuſpicious appearance 
for the houſe to wave its own privi- 
leges, and to recur to inadequate 
modes of trial, by which the city 
might be deprived of its repreſenta. 
tives for three years, and the houſe 
be at laſt obliged to reviſe the 
whole proceeding in a committee. 
The partiality and injuſtice of their 
OO was ſtil! farther marked, 
y their not only authorizing, bur 
directing, the bailiff to proceed in 
thewcrutiny, even after they had eſ- 
tabliſhed his diſcretion, either to 
continue 1t or not, and after he had 
himſelf declared, that he was ready 
to make a return, if the houſe ſhould 
permit him. 0 | 
Mr. Fox, who bore a molt diſtin- 
guiſhed part in the debate, con- 
cluded theſe arguments by a pathe- 
tic appeal to the feelings, the ho- 
nour, and the juſtice of the houſe. 
He ſaid, he believed no one could 
doubt, that the only obje& the mi- 
niſter could have in view was, to 
harraſs and perſecute an individual, 
whom he had choſen to make the 
victim of his reſentment. He had 
always wiſhed to ſtand well with the 
right honourable gentleman ; he re- 
Vor. XXVII. 


membered the day he had firſt con- 
gratulated the houſe on the acquiſi- 
tion of his abilities; it had been 
his pride to fight, ſide by fide with 
him, the battles of the conſtitution, 
little thinking that he would one 
day deſert his principles, and lend 
himſelf to be the inſtrument of that 
ſecret influence, whica they had both 
combated ſo ſucceſsfully. He might 
have been prepared to find a formi- 
dable rival in the right honourable 
gentleman ; a rival that would leave 
him far behind in the purſuit of 
glory ; but he never could have ex- 
pected, that he would have deſcend- 
ed ſo low as to be the court perſecu- 
tor of any man, I fancied, ſaid Mr. 
Fox, I ſaw in him ſo much genero- 
ſity of ſoul, ſo much elevation of 
mind, that ſo groveling a paſſion as 
malice could not have found an aſy- 
lum in his breaſt. If he thinks that 
it is merely for a ſeat in parliament 
that I am contending, he knows me 
not; but I was willing to take the 
hard taſk of ſtemming the tide of 


miſrepreſentation, that had artfully. 


and ſtudiouſly been diſſeminated 
through the kingdom. I was de- 
ſirous that the citizens of Weſtmin- 


ſter, to whom my public meaſures 


were beſt known, who knew even 
my private foibles, as I had been 
bred, and had always lived among 
them, ſhould paſs judgment on my 
political conduct; and proud I am 
of the iſſue, which has taught the 
more diſtant parts of the kingdom. 
that they were miſled. But he de- 
clared upon his honour, that when 
he recollected that the greateſt or- 
naments of this country had been ſa- 
crificed to popular prejudices; that 
Lord John Cavendiſh had been 
thrown out by the citizens of York 3 
that General Tonway, Mr. Coke, 
Mr. Baker, &c. had loſt their elec- 
tions, he ſhould be ſorry if, by an 

LN) election 


election for any other place than 
Weftminfter, he had been robbed of 
the glory of ſuffering in ſuch com- 
pany. He ſaw plainly, he ſaid, that 
it was a pecuniary conteſt, and that 
his friends were to be tired out by 
the expence of the conteſt. The 
ſcrutiny on both ſides could not coſt 
Jefs than /. zo, ooo a year. This 
was eaough to ſhake the beſt for- 
tunes. His own lait ſhilling might 
be eafily got at, as he was poor; 
but till, little as he had, he would 
ſpend to the laſt ſhilling, If, in the 
end, he ſhould loſe his election, it 
would not be, he well knew, for 
want of a legal majority, but for 
want of money ! and thus would he, 
perhaps, be deprived of his right, 
and the eleQors of Weſtminſter of 
the man of their choice, becauſe he 
was not able to carry on a pecuniary 
conteſt with the treaſury. £5 
In anſwer to theſe arguments, it 
was contended, that the ſtatutes ad- 
duced did not directly apply to the 
caſe, which they would doubtleſs 
have done, if it had been within the 
intention of the legiſlature, ſince 
the circumſtances were ſuch as might 
caſily have been foreſeen; that 
there is nothing ſo urgent and poſi- 
tive in what is called the exigence 
of the writ, as to take from the re- 
turning officer his diſcretion; but 
that, on the contrary, he is obliged 
by his oath to ſatisfy his conſcience 
before he proceeds to make a re- 
turn. | 


The journals of parliament, other- 
wiſe than by indirect and far- fetched 
analogies, were alſo totally ſilent 
upon the ſubject; and, in oppoſition 
to the caſes adduced, that of Sir 
Rowland Wynne and others, who 
had petitioned againſt falſe returns 
on the very ground of a ſcrutiny be- 
ing denied, was ſtrongly inſiſted on. 
Wich reſpect to writs in the courts 
4A 
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below, it was maintained, that the 


analogy was equally in favour of 


the proceeding then adopted ; it 
being well known, that upon rea- 
ſonable grounds being aſſigned, time 
was frequently allowed to the ſheriff 
beyond the period ſpecified in the 
writ. 

With reſpect to the argument 


drawn from the dangerous purpoles 


to which the power granted to re- 
turning officers might be abuſed, 
this was the caſe with every diſere- 
tionary power; and hmilar miſchiefs 
might on the ather hand be appic- 
hended, if the power of refuſing a 
{crutiny was lodged in them. 

On the ground of expediency it 
was remarked, that no arguments 


drawn from that ſource, however 


plauſible, could be admitted againſt 
the politive law of the land. The 


committee appointed by Mr. Gren- 


ville's act was a tribunal to try an 


election, not to make one, and the 


election was certainly not com- 


pleted till the return was made. 


And what return could the high 
bailiff make in the preſent ſtate of 
the buſineſs? it muſt be a double 


return; in which caſe the city would 


remain unrepreſented, probably, tor 


as long a period as by the preſent 
mode of proceeding ; nay, per- 


haps, for a much longer, as no one 


could pretend to ſay that their cn- 


quiries would be finiſhed within one 


ſeſſion; and if that ſhould happen, 
the whole buſineſs muſt be taken 
up de novo in the next. , _ 
In reply to the addreſs of Mr. 
Fox to the houſe, Mr. Pitt remark- 


ed, that he wondered not at that“ 
gentleman's zeal and eagerneſs to 


hold himſelf out to the world as the 
object of minitterial perſecution ; it 
was well worth his while to endea- 
vour to appear in that light; bay, 


he had no doubt but he would 75 
er 
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fer martyrdom itſelf, if he imagined 


t would reſtore him to that rank in 
the eſteem of the public, which he 
had forfeited by his deteſtable con- 


duct in politics, and thereby loft 


every portion of popular confidence, 


He acknowledged, that it would 


have been more for the eaſe and 


convenience of adminiſtration, to 


have let Mr. Fox take his feat qui- 
etly for Weſtminſter ; and that mea- 
ſure they ſhould certainly have 
adopted, had they been more 1n- 
clined to conſult their own accom- 
modation than the juſt rights of the 
electors, and the true purpoles of 
ſubſtantial juſtice. | | 

An amendment was moved by 
Lord Mulgrave, to leave out of the 
original motion, all the words but 
that, and to inſert the words follow- 
ing, © the ſpeaker do acquaint the 
© high bailiff—firſt, that he is not 


te precluded by the reſolution of 


te this houſe, communicated to him 
on the eighth of June laſt, from 
% making a return whenever he 
„ ſhall be ſatisfied in his own judg- 
© ment that he can ſo do; and le- 
* condly, that this houſe is not ſa- 
e tisfied that the ſcrutiny has been 
** proceeded in as expeditiouſly as 
*© 1t might have been ;—that it is 
„ bis duty to adopt and enforce 
* ſuch juſt and reaſonable regula- 
tions as ſhall appear to him moſt 
likely to prevent unneceflary de- 
lay in future; that he is not pre- 
* cluded from ſo doing by want of 
conſent in either party; and that 
** he may be aſſured of the ſupport 
** of this houſe in the diſcharge of 
tc his duty.” 


co 


* 


On the diviſion there appeared, 


tor the amendment, 174 againſt 
it, 135; and accordingly the high 
bailiif was called to the bar, and in- 
formed by the ipeaker of the fore- 
Seing reſolution, _ SG 


It appeared from this laſt di- 
viſion, that the proſecution of the 
ſcrutiny was not defended by any 
thing like ſo numerous a majority 
as during. the preceding ſeſſion. 
The novelty of the caſe, the fear 
of its being drawn into a prece- 
dent, the difficulties and delays at- 
tending it, and the appearance, 
whether well or ill founded, that 
it exhibited of a perſonal perſecu- 
tion, began to have their effect in 
the houſe. It was not therefore to 
be expected, that a conteſt, which 
was commenced by the oppoſition 
under the moſt diſcouraging cir- 
cumſtances, ſhould be abandoned 
at the moment when it began to 
take a turn in their favour. Ac- 
cordingly another petition, on the 
18th of February, was preſented by 


Colonel Fitzpatrick from the elec- 


tors, praying to be heard by coun- 
ſe! at the bar, in defence of their 
juſt rights and privileges, .and to 
fate new facts, which they were not 
apprized of at the time of pre- 
ſenting their former petition. The 
new facts, mentioned in the petition, 
related to an offer which was made 
by Mr. Fox's counſel, whilſt in 
the pariſh of St. Anne, to ga 
next into the pariſhes of Saint 
Margaret and Saint John (wherein 
Mr. Fox was ſtated to be moſt 
vulnerable) but this propoſition was 
refuſed by the counſel for Sir Cecil 
Wray. | 
Oa the motion made by Colonel 
Fitzpatrick for calling in the coun- 
ſel to be heard, an amendment was 
moved by lord Frederick Campbell, 
ce that the counſel be reſtrained 
from going into any other matter 
than ſuch as may prove the evi- 
dence offered at this bar on Wed- 
neſday, the gth of February, de- 
feaive and incomplete; or into 
ſuch other matters as may have 
41] 2 ariſen 
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ariſen ſubſequent to the order of the 
houſe on the ſaid day.“ | 

This amendment his lordſhip 
propted, he ſaid, to check the 
cca ſel trom arguing againſt the 
legality of the ſcrutiny, which 
ought not now to be impeached, as 
the houſe had already given judg- 
ment on that head. 'The amend- 
ment, after much debate, was car- 
ried by a majority of i the num- 
bers being, for the amendment, 203 
_ —apgaink} it, 145. | | 
The counſel refukng to plead 
under the reſtrictions impoſed on 
them by tae reſolution, the high 

bailiff was called to the bar, and 
examined as to the offer made by 
Mr. Fox's counſel, to go immedi- 
ately into the pariſhes of Saint 
Margaret and Saint Fobn. The 
high bailiff gave in evidence, that 
ſuch an offer was made, and not 
accepted by the other party; and 
after being examined to ſome other 
points, he was taken very ill, and 
obliged to withdraw, Colonel 
Fitzpatrick then moved, ** That 
it appearing to this houſe, that 
Thomas Corbett, Eſquire, high 
bailiff, having received a precept 
trom the ſheriff of Middleſex, for 


electing two citizens to ſerve in 


parliament for the city of Weſt— 
miniſter, and having taken and 
finally cloſed the poll on the 17th 
of May laſt, being the day next 
before the day of return of the ſaid 
writ, he be now directed forthwith 
to make a return of his precept of 
8 choſen in purſuance there- 
of. 1 
This motion was rejected by a 
majority of nine only, the num- 
bers for it being 136, againk it 
445. The ſame motion was again 
brought forward on the 3d of 
March, by alderman Sawbidge, 
and the queſtion of adjournment 


was moved on it by the chancellor 
of the exchequer, which paſled in 
the negative—the numbers being, 
for the adjournment 124, againſt 


it 162. The main queſtion was 


then put, and carried without 2 
diviſion. 

Thus, after a ſtruggle in.parlia. 
ment for two ſeſſions, terminated 
the Weſtminſter ſcrutiny, and the 
high bailiff the day following made 
2 return of Lord Hood and Mr, 
Fox. 


on We have alread 

Fed. 1 mentioned the ke 

1785. lution moved by Mr, 
Dundas, relative to the debts of the 
nabob of Arcot in the month of 
April 1782, together with the ſuſ- 
picious nature of thoſe debts, and 
their miſchievous influence upon the 
government of the Carnatic. In the 
India bill, brought in by Mr. Fox, 
the new commiſſioners were directed, 
without delay, to examine into the 
origin and juſtice of theſe claims; 
and a cautionary clauſe was in- 
ſerted, to forbid in future any of tie 
company's ſervants to acquire mort- 
gages, or have any pecuniary tranſ- 
actions with the native princes of 
India, . | 

In the regulating bill of the lal: 
ſeſſions, the cautionary clauſe was 
omitted by Mr. Pitt, but the exa- 
mination into the nature and cir- 
cumſtances of the debt is reſerred 
to the court of directors, 4s far 


ar the materials they are in palſſſur 


of ſhall enable them to do; and it 15 
enacted, that they ſpall give ſuch 
orders to their prefigencics and ſervants 
abroad, for compleating the inveſt- 
gation thereof, as the nature of UL 
caſe ſhall require, and for eftabliſhings 
in concert with the ſaid nabob. fuch 
funds for the diſcharge of theſe debts 
aohich ſhall appear to be juſtly due, 


according to their reſpective rights of 


prior Us 
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priority, as ſhall be conſiſtent with 
the rights of the ſaid united company, 
the ſecurity of the creditors, and 
the honour and dignity of the ſaid 
nabob.”? 3 

The court of directors, in execu- 
tion of the truſt repoſed in them, 
prepared orders to be ſent to their 
council at Madras, in which, after 
llating the ſuſpicious circumſtances 
under which many of the debts ap- 
peared to them to have been con- 
tracted, they direct them, in obe- 
dience to the poſitive injunctions 
of the act, to proceed to a more 
complete inveſtigation of the na- 
ture and origin thereof. Theſe 
orders being communicated to the 
board ot controul, were rejected by 
them, and a new letter drawn up, 
in which the claims of the creditors 
were all, with fome little limita- 


tion, eſtabliſhed, and a fund for 


their diſcharge aſſigned out of the 
revenues of the Carnatic, and the 
priority of payment ſettled amongſt 
the ſeveral claſſes of creditors. At 
a meeting of ſuch of the nabob's 
creditors as were in England, theſe 
orders were publicly read; and, on 
the ground of this proceeding, a 
motion was made in the houſe of 
lords, by the earl of Carliſle, on 
the 18th of February, That there 
be laid before the houſe, copies or 
extracts of all letters or orders iſ- 
ſued by the court of directors, in 


purſuance of the injunctions con- 


tained in the 37th and 38th clauſes 
of the regulating act of the laſt 
ſeſſion.“ 
In ſupport of the motion, the 
dangerous conſequences of tuffer- 
ing the board of controul to ſuper- 
ede the authority of a poſitive act 
of parliament, and the ſuſpicious 
circumſtance of its clandettinely 
interfering in an enormous money 
tranſaction, the management of 


which had been expreſsly delegate 

to other perſons by an act of th 

legiſlature, were ſtrongly infiſted 
on by the noble earl who made 
the motion, and by lord viſcount 
Stormont, Lord Loughborough, in 
along and eloquent ſpeech, entered 
largely into the fraudulent and il- 
legal nature of the nabob's debts, 
and into the ſtate of the revenues, 
in order to prove, that, even al- 
lowing the board of controul not to 
have been guilty of an arbitrary 
aſlumption of power, directly con- 
trary to the proviſions of the ſta- 
tute, yet, that their orders tended 
to authorize and give effect to tranſ- 
actions of the moſt corrupt and 
atrocious nature, highly injurious 
to the intereits of the company, 
and ruinous in their coniequences 
to the who!e country of the Car- 
natic. 

On the other ſide, Lord Sydney 
declared he ſaw no reaſon why he 
ſhould conſent to the production of 
the papers called for. he noble 
earl had not thought proper to in- 
form the houſe for what purpoſe 
he moved for them. Parliament 
had, for ſeveral ſeſſions, been em- 
ployed in debating upon the af- 
fairs of India, and it had not ap- 
peared that their affairs were the 
more proſperous on that account. 
A new plan had juſt been adopted 
for their better management; and 
would the houſe be ſo uncandid as 
again to interfere, and not to give 
credit to the perſons entruſted with 
ſo important a charge for the rec- 
titude even of their firſt meaſures ? 
Lord Walfingham declared, that he 
believed the facts, upon which the 
motion was grounded, to be falſe, 
Lord Rawdon was apprehenſive, leſt 


' the papers called for might convey 


dangerous information to our ene- 
mies. The lord chancellor took 
LMI 3 the 
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the ſame ground, and alſo argued 
& the indecency, as well as the 
... miſchief, cf diſturbing the opera- 
tions of government upon mere ſug- 
geſtions and ſurmiſes. But the mo- 
tion, he ſaid, was neither becoming 
their wiſdom nor their convenience 
to adopt, ſince no length of ſeſſion 


would be capable of comprehending 


the whole of their buſineſs, if their 
time was to be taken up in debating 
on motions for papers, not founded 
upon any plea ef neceſſity, and 
ſupported only by alluſions to ru- 
mours from places which it was 
even below their dignity to hear 
named. Theſe arguments prevailed 
with the majority, and the motion 
was rejected without a diviſion. 
| On the 28th, a mo- 
Fed. 28th, tion to the ſame effect 
was made by Mr. Fox in the houle 
of commons. On this occaſion, Mr. 
Dundas himſelf undertook the de- 
Fence of the board of controul. In 
the firſt place he maintained, that 
the conduct of the board had been 
within the ſtrict letter of the ſta- 
tute, inſomuch as they are enabled, 
by a clauſe in the act, to originate 
orders in caſes of urgent neceſſity, 
and to direct their being tranſmitted 


to India; nor had theſe orders been 


given till after a careful and ſuffi- 
cient examination into the ſubject. 
He contended, that the papers in 


the company's records at the India 


| houſe contained as full information 
on every tranſaction relative to the 
debts as the court of directors could 
ever expect to receti.e. They had 
been examined and ſtated by the 
court; they had been laid before 
the board of controul, and the ar- 
rangement directed by them had 
been ſuch as appeared the moſt fair 


and juſt to all the parties concerned, 


He next entered into a juſtifiea, 
tion of the debts themſelves. The 
debt of 1767, he ſaid, was in. 
curred by the nabob, for the pur. 


pole of paying off a ſum he owed 


the company, which was at that 
time in the utmoſt diſtreſs, and was 
borrowed at the rate of from zo to 
30 per cent. It was afterwards re. 
cognized by the court of directors, 
and the intereſt reduced to 10 per 
cent. though the creditors had 
themſelves borrowed the money at 
a higher rate, The cavalry debt 
was not leis juit. It had been our 
policy to keep the troops of the 
nabob inferior to thole of the com- 
pany ; and an intimation had been 
given io the nabob, that a part of 
his cavalry might be ſpared. To 
the reduction propoſed, the nabob 
made no other objection than the 
want of money to pay the arrears, 
for which his men were in a ſtate of 
mutiny. This the company was as 
lictle able to advance as the nabob, 
and the old method of borrowing 
was had recourie to; the company 
enpaging its credit for the loan, and 
being therefore as mech concerned 
for the payment of it as if they 


had borrowed the money them- 


ſelves, With reſpe& to the conſo- 
lidated debt of 1777, be declared, 
that the board of controul had only 
ſo far authorized thoſe claims, as 
to leave them ſtil] ſubject, firk to tre 


objections of the nabob, next to 


thoſe of the company, and laſtly, 
to thoſe of all the other creditors. 
This, he conceived, would be the 
moſt likely means to bring about 
the detection of the fraudulent 
claims, fince it would make it the 
intereſt of the honeſt creditors 10 
bring to light thoſe debts which 
will not bear an enquiry *. He 
„ cConcluded, 


In the official letter directed by the board, other reaſons are aſſigned; 2 


— RE _ ——— 


CD | fw#. GW. . dr TD ay. wÞ 


11 


— 2 


2 — — — . — 28 


ble to doubt. 


concluded, with cautioning the 
houſe, if they wiſhed to have an 
eſtabliſned government in India, 
not to ſuffer themſelves to imbibe 
prejudices againſt a board that was 
but newly inſtituted, nor idly and 
lightly to 1nterfere with the exe- 
cutive power on all frivolous oc- 
caſions. 

Mr. Smith, the chairman of the 
court of directors, roſe next, and 
admitted, that ſome of the debts or- 
dered to be paid by the board of 
controul were juſt and unexception- 
able; but that others were of a 


very different complexion. He was 


followed by Sir Thomas Rumbold, 
who ſaid, that the old debt of 1767 
was not ſo free from ſuſpicion as the 
learned gentleman withed the houſe 
to believe, and that the fairneſs of 
the cavalry debt was ſtill more lia- 
The time at which 
it was contracted, and the circum- 
ſtances of Lord Pigot's fate, ren- 


dered it fo ſuſpicious as to influ- 


ence all good men againſt it. But 
as to the conſolidated debt of 1777, 
it ſwallowed up all the others, both 
by its magnitude and enormity. He 
de:!ared, that he had ſpared no pains 
to come at the truth, yet he never 
could get a ſatisfactory account of 
it, either from the nabob or his 
creditors, The ſums were leat in 
direct contradiction to the ſtanding 
orders of the company, which for- 
bad their ſervants from lending mo- 
ney to the princes of the country on 


any account whatſoever ; but this, 


he believed, was not the worſt cir- 
cumſtance attending the buſineſs. 


Mr. Burke, in a ſpeech, which, 


notwithſtanding the unpromiſing na- 
ture of the ſubject, was perhaps one 
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of the moſt eloquent that was ever 
made in either houſe of parliament, 
went into a full detail of the ſub- 
Jet. He contended, that the board 
of controul had no right whatſoever 
to intermeddle in the buſineſs ; that 
when a ſpecial authority is given to 
any perſuns by name, to do ſome 
particular act, no others, by virtue 
of general powers, could obtain a 
legal title to exerciſe thoſe ſpecial 
functions in their place. But ad- 
mitting the legality of the pro- 
ceeding, they were undoubtedly ſub- 
ject to the ſame regulations, and 
bound to make the ſame enquiries, 
that had been preicribed to the 
court of directors. 

After ſome pointed animadverſions 
on the narrow policy of the chancel- 
lor of the exchequer, who, whilſt he 
was attempting, by a rigid inquiſi- 
tion into fees of office, to ſqueeze 
the laborious ill-paid drudges of 
Engliſh revenue, was laviſhing mil- 
lions, without examination, on thoſe 
who never ſerved the public in an 
honeſt occupation at all, Mr. Burke 
called the attention of the houſe to 
the nature and circumitances of the 
pretended debts, on which this mar- 
vellous donation was founded, as 
well as to the perſons from whom, 
and by whom, it was claimed, 

He began with ſtating, that fince 
the eſtabliſhment of the Britiſn pow- 
er in India, Madras and its depen- 
dencies, which, before that time, 
were among the molt flou:1ſhing 
territories of Aſia, had waſted away 
under a gradual decline, inſomuch 
that in the year 1779, not one mer- 
chant of eminence was to be found 
in the whole country. During this 
period of decay, near a million had 


the inexpediency of keeping the nabob's debts longer afloat 3 2dly, the tranquillity 
which the final concluſion of the buſineſs would tend to promote; and laſtly, be- 
2 the debtor had concurred with the creditors in eſtabliſhing the validity of the 
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been 
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been drawn from it annually by 
_ Engliſh gentlemen, on their private 
account Oily. N 

Beſides this annual accumulation 
of wealth, tranſmitted to Europe, it 
appeared that the nabob had con- 
| tracted a debt with the company's 
ſervants tothe amount of ,. 888, ooo 
ſterling, which, in the year 1767, 


was ſettled at an intereſt of ten per 


cent. About the ſame time, the 
court of directors were further in- 
formed, that one million ſterling 
bad been lent by Britiſh ſubjects to 
the merchants of Canton, in China; 
and that this ſum bore an intereſt of 
24 per cent. L 
ſecond debt from the nabob of Ar- 
cot, amounting to LF. 2,400,000, 
was ſettled at 12 per cent. intereſt ; 
to this was added another, called 
the cavalry debt, of . 160,000, at 
the ſame intereſt. 
theſe four capitals amounting to 
L. 4,440,000, produced, at their 
ſeveral rates, annyitics amounting 
to /. 623,000 a year, more than 
half of which ſtood chargeable on 
the public revenues of the Carnatic. 
Theſe annuities, equal to the reve- 
nues of a kingdom, were poſſeſſed 
by a ſmall n: mber of individuals, of 
no conſequence, ſituation, or pro- 
feſſion. e 

As one proof, amongſt many, that 
theſe ſams, if lent at all (and if not 
lent, the tranſaction was not a con- 
tract, but a fraud) was not property 
legally acquire, but /p:z1, he quoted 
the follo ing paſſage from a letter 
written by the nabob himſelf to the 
court of directors“ Your ſervants 
% Have no trade in this country, nei- 
«« ther do you pay tiem high wages, 
«« yet in a few years they return to 
England with many lacks of pa- 
«« godas. How can you or I ac- 
* count for ſuch immenſe fortunes, 
e acquired in ſo hort a time, wich- 


et them? 


In the year 1777, a 


The Whole of 


*« out any viſible means of petting 
Either way, therefore, 
Mr. Burke contended, if light e. 
nough could not be tyrniſhed to au- 
thoriſe a full condemnation of thoſe 
demands, they qught to be left 10 
the parties, who beſt underſtood each 
otner's proceedings ; and that it 
was not neceſſary the authority of 
government ſhopld interpoſe in fa- 
your of claims, whoſe very founda. 
tion was a defiance of that auth. 
rity, and whoſe object was its entire 
ſubverſion. | 

But, ſaid Mr. Burke, the gentle. 
men on the other hide of the houſe 
know as well as J do, and they dare 
not contradict me, that the nabob 
and his creditors are not adverſaries, 
but colluſive parties; and that the 
whole tranſaction is under a falſe 
colour, and falſe names. The liti- 
gation 1s not, nor ever has been, 


between their rapacity and his 


hoarded riches. No; it is between 
him and them, combining and con- 
federating on one fide, and the 
public revenues and the miſerabie 
inhabitants of a ruined country on 
the other. Theſe are the real plain- 
tiffs and the real defendants in this 


ſuit, Refuſing a ſhilling from his 


hoards for the ſatis faction of any de- 
mad, the nabob of Arcot is always 
ready, nay he earneſtly, and with 
eagerneſs and paſſion, contends for 
delivering up to theſ* pretended 
creditors his territory and his ſub- 
jects. It is therefore not from trea- 
ſuries and mines, but from the food 
of your unpaid armies, from the 
blood withheld ſrom the veins, and 
whipt out of the backs of the mok 
miſerable of men, that we are to 


pamper extortion, uſury, ad pecu- 


lation, under the talle names of 

debtors and creditors of Hate. 
Atter thele general obſervations 

on the debt, Mr. Burke proceeder 
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to examine the grounds on which 
Mr. Dundas had endeavoured to 
juſtify them ſeparately. The Joan 
of 1767, he allowed to ſtand the 
faireſt of the whole, and that, what- 
ever his ſuſpicions might be con- 


cerning a part of it, he could convit 


it of nothing worſe than the moſt 
enormous uſury; but that the loans 
had been made with the knowledge 
of the company, or had their ap- 


probation, he poſitively denied, and 


proved from their own records, 


that the very reverſe was the fact *. 


With reſpect to the moderate inte- 
reſt which it was ſaid to bear, he 
ſtated, from the nabob's own letter, 
the fact to be as follows: — that the 
ſum originally advanced bore an in- 
tereſt of 36 per cent.; that it was 


afterwards brought down to 25 per 


cent. and at length to 20; that 
there it remained, the intereſt being 
all along added to the principal, 
till, by a regulation of the compa- 
ny's, the ſum conſolidated was fixed 


at the rate of 10 per cent. On the 


whole, Mr, Burke expreſſed his 

doubts, whether, for this debt of 

£, $80,000, the nabob ever ſaw 
loo, ooo in real money. 


The cavalry debt ſtood next. This 


* The following extracts, amongſt many others, were read by Mr. Burke. 
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debt was contracted, and the com- 
pany's credit engaged for its pay- 
ment, by the uiurped power of the 
perſons, who had rebellieuſly, in 
conjunction with the nabob, over- 
turned the lawful government of 
Madras in the memorable year of 
1777: and it is well known, that 
the delinquents, in order to make 
themſelves a party to ſupport them 
in power, dealt jobs about to any 
who were willing to receive them. 


Of this loan Mr. Burke alio doubt- 


ed whether the nabob ever received 
a ſhilling. The facts relative to 
it were ſtated to be as follow: in- 
ſtead of ready money, the Engliſh 
money-jobbers engaged to pay the 
nabob's cavalry in bills payable in 
four months, for which they were 
to receive immediately at leaſt one 
per cent. per menſem, but proba- 
bly two, that being the rate gene- 
rally paid by the nabob, and the 
receipt of a territorial revenue, for 
that purpoſe, was aſſigned to them. 
Inſtead of four months, it was up- 
wards of two years be'ore the ar- 
rears of the cavalry were diſcharg- 
ed; and being, during all this time, 
in the conſtant receipt of the aſ- 
ſigned revenue, it is not impro- 


In a letter written upcn the ſubject of this loan, in 1769, the court of directors tell 
the preſidency of Madras—** to your great reproach, it has beer concealed from us. 
* We cannot but ſuſpe& this debt to have had its weight 77 the propoſed aggran- 
te dizement of Mahomed Al:” (the nabob of Arcot) “ but whether it has or has 
© not, certain it is, you are guilty of an high breach of duty in concealing it from 
* 7s.” In 1770, after ſtating that the truſtees of the private creditors had re- 
ceived an aſſi-nment from the n2bob to the amount of /. 360,000 annually, they 
add, 7515 aliunment 2vas obtained by three of the members of your board in Janu- 
© ary 1767, yet wwe do not find the leaſt trace of it upon your conſultations till Augufl 
44 1768.” As to their approbation of it, he read the following extract from the 
lame letter, We had the mortification to find, that the ſervants of the company, 


ho had been raiſed, ſupported, and owed their preſent opulence to the advan - 


© tages gained in ſuch ſervice, have in this inſtance moft unfaithfully betrayed 
* their truſt, abandoned the company's intereſt, and proſtituted its influence to accom - 


Fliſb the purpoſe of individuals; <vhilſt the intereſt of the company is almoſt wholly 


** neglefted, and payment to us rendered extremely precarious," 


bable 
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bable but that they paid off the na- 
bob's troops with his own money. 

Wich reſpect to the conſolidated 
debt of 1777, Mr. Burke obſerved, 
that though it had influence enough 
to obtain a protector, it had not 
plauſibility enough to find an ad- 
vocate. If ever a tranſaction called 
for inveſtigation, it was this. The 
amount of the demand, in different 
accoums, rule from L. 1,390,000 to 
£. 2,400,900 principal money. The 
Proprietors had never appeared the 
ia me in any two liſts handed about 
for their own particular purpoſes. 
One circumitance indeed reſpecting 
it was on record. In the year 1781, 
the agents of the creditors, in the 
zrrangement they propoſe to make 
at Calcutta, were ſatisfed to have 
25 per cent. at once ſtruck off from 
the capital of a great part of this 
debt; and praycd to have a pro- 
viſion made for this reduced prin- 
cipal, without any intereſt at all, 
This was an arrangement of their 
cn, an arrangement made by thoſe 
who beſt knew the true conſtitution 
pt their own debt; who knew how 
little favour it merited, and how 
Mttle hopes they had to find any per- 
fons in authority abandoned enough 
to ſupport it as it ood. 

But, ſaid Mr. Burke, what cor- 
rupt men, in the fond imaginations 
of a ſanguine avarice, had not the 
confidence to propoſe, they have 
found a chancellor of the Exche- 
quer in England hardy enough to 
undertake for them. He has cheer- 
ed their drooping ſpirits. He has 
thanked the peculators for not de- 
Jpairing of their commonwealth. 
He has told them they were too 
modeſt. He has replaced the 25 
per cent. which, in order to lighten 
themſelves, they had abandoned in 
their conſcious terror. Inſtead of 


cutting off the intereſt, as they had 


themſelves conſented to do, with 


the fourth of the capital, he has 
added the whole growth of four 


years uſury of 12 per cent. to the 


firſt over-grown principal; and has 
again grafted on this meliorated 
ſtock a perpetual annuity of 6 per 
cent. to take place from the vear 
1781. Let no man hereafter talk 
of the decaying energies of nature, 
All the acts and monuments of the 
records of peculation; the conſoli- 


dated corruption of ages; the pat. 
terns of exemplary plunder in the 


heroic times of Roman iniquity, ne- 
ver equalled the gigantic corruption 
of this ſingle act. Never did Nero, 
in all the infolent prodigality of 
deſpotiſm, deal out to his prætorian 


guards a donation fit to be named 


with the largeſs ſhowered down by 
the bounty of our chancellor of the 
Exchequer on the faithful band of 
his Indian Sepoys. 

Mr. Burke then proceeded to in- 
yalidate the arguments urged by 
Mr. Dundas in defence of the or- 
ders of the board of controul re- 
ſpecting the debts. The end pro- 
poſed, it had been ſaid, was the de- 
tection of the fraudulent claims. 
But by whom was this detection 
to be made? By the nabob, who was 
himſelf accuſed as a colluſive party. 
Beſides, in the only complaint he 
ever made, that reſpecting the ca- 
valry loan, how had he been at- 
tended to? It was fixed on him 
with intereſt on intereſt, and ex- 
cepted from all power of litigation. 
But the other creditors! were they 
authorized to enter into the ex- 
chequer of the nabob, and to ſearch 
his records? Without his concur- 
rence, what evidence of the fraud 
of the ſmalleſt of thoſe demands 


could be obtained? Had not the 


company 
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company itſelf ſtruggled for a pre- 
ference for years, without any de- 
tection of the nature of the debts 
with which they contended ? 

After having thus inveſtigated 
the nature and amount of the enor- 
mous load of debt, with which mi- 
niſters had thought fit to load the 
revenues of the Carnatic, Mr. Burke 
called the attention of the houſe to 
the ruined condition of that coun- 
try, in order to diſcover how much 
would remain, after ſatisfying thoſe 
demands, io provide for the public 
debt, and the neceſſary eftabliſh- 
ments of government. Mr. Burke 
here entered into a ſhort ſtate of 
the internal politics of the Carnatic, 
and of the cauſes which produced 
the war with Hyder Ali. He then 
deſeribed the ravages of that deſo- 
lating war, which raged for eighteen 
months, without intermiſſion, from 
the gates of Madras to the gates 


of Tanjore, and the redoubled hor- 


rors of the famine that enſued ; in- 
ſomuch that when the Britiſh ar- 


mies traverſed, as they did the 


central provinces of the Carnatic 
for hundreds of miles in all direc- 
tions, through the whole line of 
their march they did not ſee one 
man, not one woman, not one child, 


not one four-footed beaſt of any 


deicription. He next proved, from 
the nature of the ſoil of the coun- 
try, and the mode of cultivation, 
that it would require a long time, 
à ſerious attention, and much coſt, 
to re-eſtabliſh it in its former con- 


dition. 

And what, added Mr. Burke, 
would a virtuous and enlightened 
miniſtry do on the view of the 
Tuins of ſuch works before them; 
on the view of ſuch a chaſm of de- 
ſclation as that which yawned in 
the midſt of thoſe countries to the 
north and ſouth, which fill bore 


1187 
ſome veſtiges of cultivation? They 


would have reduced all their moſt 
neceſſary eſtabliſnments; they would 


have ſuſpended the juſteſt payments; 


they would have employed every 
ſhilling derived from the producing 
to re-animate the powers of the 
unproductive parts. While they 
were perfurming this fundamental 
duty, whilit they were celebrating 
theſe myſteries of juſtice and hu- 
manity, they would have told the 
corps of fictitious creditors, whole 
crimes were their claims, that they 
muſt keep an awful diſtance ; that 
they muit filence their inauſpicious 
tongues ; that they muſt hold off 
their profane unhallowed paws from 
this holy work; they would have 
proclaimed, with a voice that ſhould 
make itſelf heard, that on every 
country the firſt creditor is the plow 3 
that this original indefeaſible claim 
ſuperſedes every other demand. 

This is what a wiſe and virtuous 
miniſtry would have done and ſaid. 
This, thereſore, is what our miniſter 
could never think of ſaying or do- 
ing. A miniſtry of another kind 
would have firſt improved the 
country, and have thus laid a ſolid 
foundation for future opulence and 
future force. But on this grand 
point of the reſtoration of the coun- 
try, there 1s not one ſyllable to be 
found 1n the correſpondence of our 
miniſters, from the firſt to the laſt : 
they felt nothing for a land deſo- 
lated by fire, ſword, and famine ; 
their ſympathies took another di- 
rection; they were touched with 
pity for bribery, ſo long tormented 
with a fruitleſs itching af its palms 
their bowels yearned tor uſury, that 
had long miſſed the harveſt of its 


returning months; they felt for pe- 


culation, which had been for ſo many 
years raking in the duſt of an 
empty treaſury ; they were melted 

into 
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into compaſſion for rapine and op- 
preffion, licking their dry, parched, 
unbloody jaws, Theſe were the ob- 
Jects of their ſolicitude. Theſe were 
the neceſſities for which they wer 
fudious to provide. 85 
He entered, laſtly, into an exa- 
mination of the actual ſtate of the 
revenue of the Carnatic; contend- 
ing, from ſeveral authentic docu— 
ments, that the whole net revenue 
amounted, in the year 1782, to no 
more than LF. 480,000, nearly the 
preciſe ſum that the miniſters had 
appropriated to the emolument of 
their creatures, the private credi- 
tors. With regard to the public 
debt due to the company, nothing 
was provided for it, but an eventual 
furplus, to be ſhared with one claſs 
of the private demands, after ſatis- 
fying the two firft claſſes. Never, 
de ſaid, was a more ſhameful poſt- 
Poning a public demand, which, by 


the reaſon of the thing, and the 


uniſorm practice of all nations, ſu- 
perſedes every private claim. 

Mr. Burke took this occaſion to 
make ſome obſervations on the mode 
of ſettling accounts between the na- 
bob and the company, by which, 


fays he, the public and the private 


debts are made to play into each 
other's hands a game of utter per- 
dition to the unhappy natives of In- 
dia. The nabob falls into an arrear 
to the company. 
preſſes for payment. The nabob's 
anſwer is, J have no money. Good. 
But there are ſoucars who will ſup- 
| ply you on the mortgage of your 
territories, Then ſteps forward 
fome Paul Benfield, and from his 
grateful compaſſion to the nabob, 
and his filial regard to the com- 
pany, he unlocks the treaſures of 
his virtuous induſtry; and for a 
conſideration of twenty - four or 
thirty ſix per cent. on à mortgage 


The prehdency 


of the territorial revenue, becomes 
ſecurity to the company for the na. 
bob's arrear. In conſequence of this 
double game, the whole Carnatic 
has, at one time or other, been co- 
vered by thoſe locuſts, the Engliſh 
ſoucars, During theſe operations, 
what a ſcene has that country pro- 
duced ! The uſurious European af. 
fignee ſuperſedes the nabob's native 
farmer of the revenue— The farmer 
flies to the nabob, to claim his 
bargain ; whillt his ſervants murmur 
for wages, and his ſoldiers mutiny 
for pay. The mortgage to the 
European aſſignee is then reſumed, 
and the native farmer replaced; 
replaced, again to be removed on 
the new clamour of the European 
aſſignee, Every man of rank and 
landed fortune being long ſince ex- 
tinguiſhed, the remaining miſerable 
laſt cultivator, who grows to the 
foil, after having his back ſcored by 
the farmer, has it again flayed by 
the aſlignee ; and is thus, by a ra- 
venous, becauſe a ſhort-lived ſuc- 
ceſſion of claimants, laſhed from 
oppreſſor to oppreſſor, whilft a drop 
of. blood is left, as the means of 
extorting a ſingle grain of corn.— 
Far from painting, he added, that 
he did not reach the fact, nor ap- 
prooch it. This tyrannous exaQion 
rought on ſervile concealment, and 
that again called forth tyrannous 
coercion ;—till at length nothing 
of humanity was left in the govern - 
ment, no trace of integrity, ſpirit, 
or manlineſs in the people, who 
drag out a precarious and degraded 
exiſtence under ſuch a ſyſtem of 
outrage upon human nature. 

The miniſters, he obſerved, had 
thought fit to renew the company's 
old order againſt contracting private 
debts in future. They begin by 
rewarding the violation of the an- 
cient law; they then gravely te. 

enact 
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ena& proviſions, of which they had 
given bounties for the breach; and 
they conclude with poſitive direc- 
tions for again contracting the debts 
they poſitively forbid. They order 
the nabob to allot LF. 480,000 a 
year, as a fund for the debts before 


us. For the punctual payment of 


this annuity, they order him to give 
ſoucar | bankers] ſecurity. Theſe 
ſoucars are no other than the cre- 
ditors themſelves, who thus become 
creditors again on a new account, 
and receive an additional twenty- 
four per cent. for condeſcending to 
take the country in mortgage, and 
being ſecurity to themſelves for 
their own claims. | 
Mr. Burke, after ſome obſerva- 
tions on the motives to this ſhameful 
conduct, and on the perſon [Mr. 
Paul Benfield] in whoſe favour all 
| theſe rules had been violated, con- 
cluded with declaring his opinion, 
that if the ſcene on the other ſide of 
the globe, which tempts, invites, 
almolt compels to tyranny and ra- 
pine, be not inſpected with the eye 
ol a ſevere and unremitting vigi— 
lance, ſhame and deſtruction mult 
enſue. For one, ſays he, the worſt 
event of this day, though it may 
deject, ſhall not break or ſubdue 
me—The call upon us is authorita- 
tive—Let who will ſhrink back, I 
mall be found at my poſt—Baffled, 
diſcountenanced, ſubdued, diſcre- 
dited, as the Cauſe of juſtice and 
humanity is, it will be only the 
dearer to me. Whoever, therefore, 
mall at any time bring before you 
any thing towards the relief of our 
diſtreſſed fellow- citizens in India, 
and towards a ſubverſion of the pre- 
ſent moſt corrupt and oppreſſive 
ſyſtem for its government, in me 
thail find, a weak I am afraid, but 


a ſteady, earneſt, and faithful aſ- 
Liltant, 


The houſe then divided, when 
there appeared, for the motion 69, 
againſt it 164. . 

The buſineſs of a reform in par- 
liament, the conſideration of which 
had now for a certain period annual- 
ly occupied the attention of parlia- 
ment, was this ſeſſion brought to a 
final determination. | 

The weight and influence of go- 
vernment had hitherto been exerted 
more or Jeſs in oppoſition to this 
meaſure; but the preſent miniſter 
having pledged himſelf to exerciſe 
the whole weight of his official fi- 
tuation to attain it, the preſent op- 
portunity was looked upon as the 
moſt favourable 1t could ever ex- 
perience. 

The queſtion was accordingly 


brought before the houſe of com- 


mons on the 18th day of April, by 
Mr. Pitt himſelf, who concluded a 
ſpeech of conſiderable length with 
moving, That leave be given to 
bring in a bill to amend the repre- 
ſentation of the people of England 
in parliament.” | 

The plan which he propoſed for 
this purpole, was to transfer the 
right of chuſing repreſentatives from 
36 of ſuch boroughs as had already, 
or were falling into decay, to the 
counties, and to ſuch chief towns and 
cities as were at preſent unrepre- 


ſented—That a fund ſhould be pro- 


vided, for the purpoſeof giving to the 
owners and holders of ſuch boroughs 
disfranchiſed, an appreciated com- 
penſation for hcur property That 
the taking this compenſation ſhould 
be a voluntary act of the proprietor, 
and if not taken at preſent, ſhould 
be placed out at compound intereſt, 
until it became an 7rre/ftible bait 
to ſuch proprietors. He alſo meant 


to extend the right of voting for 
knights of the ſhire to copy bolders 


Such was 
the 


as well as freeholders. 
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the outline of his ſyſtem, which was 
not al:ozether approved of by thoſe 
u ho ſupported the motion in gene- 
ral. Mr. Fox, particularly, objected 
to the mode laid down, of purchaſing 
the boroughs, though he adopted 
the transferring of the right of 
chuſing repreſentatives from them 
to the counties and principal towns 
and cities. 
The chief arguments delivered 
in favour of a reform, were derived 
from what was ſtated to be the pre- 
ſent defective and partial repreſen- 
tation of the kingdom at large 
That an active, reforming, and re- 
gulating principle, which kept pace 
with the alterations in the ſtate, was 
requiſite to preſerve the conſtitution 
in its full force and vigour— That 
as any part of the conſtitution de- 
cayed, it had ever been the wiſdom 
of the legiſlature to renovate and 
reſtore it by ſuch means as were 
moſt likely to anſwer the end pro- 
poſed; and that hence had ariſen 
the frequent alterations that had 
taken place with reſpect to the rule 
of repreſentation, both before and 
at the revolution. 1 
On the other hand, it was objected 
to che motion, that it was not called 
for by the people, and particularly 
not by the unrepreſented large 
towns and cities, which it was flated 
had a right to claim the benefit 
which would reſult from ſuch a 
meaſure— That if a bill of reform 
was once introduced, men's minds 
were ſo unſettled and various on the 
ſubjeR, that there was no knowing 
to what extent it might be carried 
That what were called rotten and 
decayed boroughs, were frequently 
repreſented by gentlemen who had 
the greateſt ſtake in the country, 
and conſequently were as much con- 
cerned in its welfare, and in that of 
the conſtitution, as any other ſpecies 


L. 3,660,000. 


of repreſentatives, in whatſoeves 
manner they might be choſen, could 
be ;—and, finally, that whilſt no 
neceſſity was fſhewn for ſuch a re. 


form, and whilſt the rights and li. 


berties of the people remained ſafe 
and ſecure under the preſent mcde 
of repreſentation, it was hazardous 
in the extreme to alter what was 
found to be good by experience, the 


only teſt of truth. 


The motion, after much extrane. 
ous debate, and much perſonal al- 
luſion and animoſities from both 


ſides of the houſe, at length paſſed 


in the negative, the numbers againſt 
it being 248, for it 174. 
Previous to the opening the bud- 


get for the preſent year, Mr. Pitt 


called the attention of the houſe to 
a general review of the national 
finances. The whole of the public 
expenditure (including the intereſt 
of the public debr, together with 
the probable expences of the peace 
eltabliſhment) he eftimated at 
(. 14, 400, oo per annum; and, in 
order to compare this yearly expen- 
diture with the yearly income of the 


ſtate, he propoſed examining the net 


produce of the taxes for the quar- 
ters ending the 5th of January and 
the 5th of April 1784, and the pro- 
duce of thoſe ending the 5th of Ja- 
nuary and the 5th vu April 1785. 
The reſpective produce of theſe tour 
reſpective quarters in progreſſion 
was ſtated to be as follows :—the 
firſt at L-2,585,000, the ſecond 
at C. 2,198, co, the third at 
L. 2,738,000, the fourth at 
According to the 
increaſed produce of the taxes in 


theſe quarters, he made a variety 


of calculations on their probable 
amount for the whole year; the 
higheſt of which he placed at 


L + 12,600,000, and the loweſt at 


near /. 12,000,000 per annume 
| There 
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There was another calculation, on 
which he did not lay ſo much 
{treſs, and that was by expecting 
A progreſſive increaſe in each ſuc⸗ 
ceeding quarter, proportionate to 
the ſuperiority of the quarter end- 
ing on the 5th of April 1785, over 


thoſe preceding, which would raiſe 


the yearly amount of the taxes to 
upwards of fourteen millions and 
a half, Tae land and malt tax (at 
L. 2,450,000) added to this com- 
puted product of the other taxes, 
he expected would leave an over- 
plus of nearly C. 1, ooo, ooo, for 
the purpoſe of a ſinking fund, to 
be applied to the diſcharge of the 
national debt; but the neceſlary 
meaſures for ſuch an appropriatian, 


although he wiſhed parliament well 


to conſider the ſubje&, he did not 
intend to put in execution until the 
year following. 3s 


Many objections were made by 


the oppoſition to the mode of cal- 
culatioa purſued by Mr. Pitt; the 
chief of which were, that it was 
impoſſible to get at the true annual 
amount of taxes, by extracting par- 
ticular quarters and ſeaſons of the 
year in which perhaps the greateſt 


part of the taxes were received, 


inſtead of taking the whole twelve 
months together; and it was par- 
ticularly ſhewn, from a table of the 
amount of the cuſtoms, that when- 
ever the ſpring quarters role ſingu- 
larly high, the ſummer quarters 
were proportionably low : alſo, that 
the two quarters taken by Mr. Pitt, 
contained together 15 days more 
taan half a year. 

The aggregate amount of the ſup- 
plies voted this year, was ſtated by 
Mr. Pitt at C. 9,737, 868; the ways 
and means which had already been 
voted towards providing for theſe 
lupplies, including the computed 
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growing produce of the linking fund 
up to the 10th of October next, the 
money {till remaining in the exche- 
quer, and what had been paid in by 
the paymaſters, left together a deft- 
ciency of V. I, ooo, ooo: this ſum he 
intended borrowing from the bank 
at 5 per cent. and he ſhould do ſo, 
becauſe the bank would pay the 
money in as government cajled for 
it, and the intereſt was to be cal- 
culated only from the time the ſums 
were advanced. The intereſt of this 
loan he ſhould ſtate at C. 50,000. 

But the moſt ſerious part of the 
preſent budget was, the fundin 
the remainder of the navy bills 
and ordnance debentures, which - 
had ſtood over from the laſt ſeſſion. 
Theſe together, notwithſtanding 
they amounted to . 10,010,000, 
he intended funding, he ſaid, the 
preſent year. 

He obſerved, that C. 6,000,000 
of the navy bills had been provided 
for laſt year at an intereſt of 4 per 
cent.; that the ſum required for 
the intereſt of the remainder would 
now de no more than LF. 320,000, 
and which, together with the 
L. 50, ooo for the loan from the 
bank, and /. 40, ooo to replace the 
tax on callicoes, which was now re- 
pealed, would make the whole ſum 
to be raiſed about . 413, ooo. 

With regard to what flock he 
ſhould fund in, he gave a pre- 
ference to the 5 per cents. becauſe, 
although in the 5 per cents. there 
was a preſent loſs of about 65. per 
L. 100, or about FL. 30,005 in all, 


yet it would be amply repaid from 


the nature of that fort of flock 
affording a more eaſy and expedi- 
tious means of paying it off; in 
conſequence of which, whenever 
that came to be done, there would 
be a ſaving of near (. 3,000,000. 


The 
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The taxes“, which were im- 
poſed, in order to raiſe the ſum of 
J. 413,000, for the intereſt upon 
this funded debt, paſied with a few 
regulations and amendments. | 


hat on female ſervants met with 


the molt oppoſition, 

In addition to the different bills 
which had paſſed for the purpoſe of 
regulating the public offices of the 
kingdom, Mr. Pitt brought one in 
this ſeſſion “ for appointing commiſ- 
ſioners to enquire into the tees, gra- 


tuities, perquiſites, and emoluments, 


which are or lately have been re- 
ceived in the ſeveral public offices 


to be therein mentioned ; to ex- 


.amine into any abuſes which may 
exiſt in the ſame; and to report 
ſuch obſervations as ſhall occur to 
them, for the better conducting and 
managing the buſineſs tranſacted 
in the ſaid offices.“ The oppoſi- 
tion this meaſure encountered was 
conſiderable. The bill was ſtated 
to be needleſs, futile, and illegal. 
Needleſs, becauſe the treaſury board 
had every power neceſſary to make 
fach enquiries as the bili propoſed, 
already veſted in them. Futile, 
becaule no:hing ſubſtantial, or equi- 
valent to the exterſive powers 
granted by it, could be obtained, 
it being the appearance of a re- 
form, without the eftect. And il- 
legal, inaſmuch as there was a 
_ Clauſe enabling the commiſſioners 
to fend jor perions, and to examine 
them when and where they pleaſ- 
ed; a principle directly militating 


againſt mapna charta, and the 


law of the land. On the other 
hand, it was argued, that the bill, 


appointing the commiſſioners of 
public accounts, afforded a very re- 
cent precedent for granting ſuch 
powers as were now complained 
of; and that, although the obje&; 
of the reform in queſtion were not 
of equal magnitude with ſome others 
which had appeared before the 
houſe, yet, on the other hand, they 


became important on account of 


their number and extent. Ihe 
queſtion on this bill was finally 
put and carried, in the houſe of 
commons, on the 14th of June, the 
numbers for it being 74, againſt i: 
15. It afterwards paſſed the houſe 
ct lords, where it received ſeveral 
amendments, and one in particular 
which ſubjected the commiſſioners 
to the controul of the board oſ 
treaſury. The commiſſioners ap. 
pointed were two of the comp. 


trollers of the army accounts, and 


Mr. Francis Baring. 

The arrangement of the com- 
mercial intercourſe between Great 
Britain and Ireland took up a con- 
ſiderable part of this ſeſſion; out 
as the preſent volume has already 
ſwelled greatly beyond its uſual - 
ſize, we muſt beg leave to deter 
the hiſtory of that important ſubject 
to another year. 

As ſoon as the reſolutions which 
were to be the baſis. of this arrange- 
ment had paſſed both 

houſes, they adjourn- 2 5. 26 
ed, on a meſſage from 799: 
the king, till the 27th of October, 
in order to receive the deciſion of 
the iriſh parliament; and in the 
mean time were prorogued by pro- 
clamation to the iſt of December. 


# For a recapitulation of theſe ſeveral taxes, with their reſpective computed 
amounts, ſee Appendix to the Chronicle for 178 5. 
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Conſtantinople, Dec. 10, 1783. 
E have had ſeveral accidents 
of the plague ſince laſt poſt; 


notwithſtanding which the morta- 


lity is almoſt entirely ceaſed. We 
now flatter ourſelves, that the cold 
weather may put a total ſtop to the 
contagion, which has coſt this city 
at leaſt eighty thouſand inhabitants 
fince June laſt. 

Gen. ſir Guy Carleton, 
late commander in chief at 
New-York, arrived in town on 
Wedneſday, He came home in the 
Ceres ſloop of war of 16 guns, ar- 


14th. 


ved at Plymouth. When he ſailed, 


all the Britiſh and Heſſian troops, 
with the loyaliſts, had left New- 
York, andthe Americans, with Gen, 


Waſhington at their head, were in 


peaceable poſſeſſion of that city. 
Came on at the Eaſt-India houſe, 
Leadenhall - ſtreet, the ballot for 


three directors of the ſaid company's 


affairs, in the room of fir William 

James, bart. deceaſed ; ſir Henry 

Fletcher, bart. and Jacob Wilkinſon, 

elq; reſigned : upon the caſting the 

ballot, the numbers were, 

For John Woodhouſe, eſlq; 457 
George Johnſtone, e.qz 391 
Richard Atkinſon, elg; 372 

Thomas Pattle, jun, eſq; 262 
Vor. XXVII. 


Eaſt Indiaman, 
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John Grant, eſq; "ES 
George M. Macaulay, eſq; 161 
At the cloſe of the poll for 
alderman of Queenhithe 
ward, in the room of Frederick 
Bull, eſq; deceaſed, the numbers 
were, | 
For John Bates, eſq; 87 
Geo. M. Macaulay, eſq; 49 


Majority ſor Mr. Bates, 38 


I5th. 


Extrad of a letter from a paſſenger on 
board the Vanſittart Eaſt Indiaman; 
dated at fea, Auguſt 22, 1783. 

5 Yeſterday, about half paſt ele 
ven, A. M. we were alarmed with 


the cry of fire; when running upon 


deck, we perceived a great ſmoke 
iſſuing from the Duke of Kingſton 
Captain Nutt ; 
ſoon after which ſhe burſt out in 
flames from head to ſtern. We 
were then about half a mile a- 
head of her, and tle Pigot and Earl 
of Oxtord Indiamen about tour. 
miles a-head of us. The weather 
being calm, our captain immedi- 
ately ordered out the engine, and 
all the boats, at the ſame time firing 
two guns as a ſignal to the ſhips a- 
head, It is impoſſible to conceive 
a more dreadful ſpectacle than at 
this moment preſented itſelf; num- 
bers of the poor wretches throwing 
themſelves overboard, with oars, 


ſpars, &c. to keep them from ſink- 


[F] 


ing; 


1780 
ing; others crowding on the bow- 
' Iprit, where they hung in cluſters 
till received into the boats. Our 
Jolly-boat got out firſt, and returned 
in a ſhort time with five men ; the 
long-boat, yaw], and cutter, were 
hoitted cut with equal diſpatch, and 
uſed every effort to ſave as many of 
the crew as they could, the fire 
having by this time increaſed to ſuch 


a degree, that it was impoſſible to 


attempt ſaving the ſhip. The boats 
from the other two ſhips were 
now got out; ſoon after which our 
yawl returned full of people, among 
whom were the firſt mate and a 
midſhipman, whom they had picked 
up drowned ; we uſed every effort 
to recover them, but in vain. At 
three P. M. our long- boat returned 


with 150 people; the boats belong - 


ing to the other [ndiamen were alſo 
tilled; and having ſaved every per- 
ſon they could find, they left the 
 thip, which at five in the afternoon 
blew up with a terrible exploſion. 
On the whole 79 {ouls periſhed by 
this melancholy accident, among 
whom were ſeveral women and 
children, ſome ſoldiers, and a few 
paſſengers. 

Captain Nutt, with two military 


officers, had paid us a viſit in the 


morning, and was on board the 
Pigot at the time the fire broke out, 
which was occaſioned by a ſailor's 
drawing ſome ſpirits out of a caſk 
3n the ſpirit room, which catching 
fire, communicated to the other 
caſks, and burnt with ſuch fury, 
that it was impoſſible to ſave a ſin- 
gle article, | 


th. 


John Lee was indicted for 
forging an order for payment 


of money, Which order ran in the 


following words: 
85 Hg Nov. 24, 1783. 
Pay to Vic. John Lee, or order, 
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upon demand, the ſum of fifteen 
pounds ſterling, which place to his 
account of office. | | 


Pay- Office ES 
Ordnance-Office, 9 
Whitehall. 9 


There were eight counts in the 
above indictment; one with forg- 
ing it, to delraud lord Townſhend, 
the maſter-general of the ordnance; 
the ſecond, uttering it, knowing it 
to be forged, &c. and varying it as 


it paſſed different hands. 


Mr. James Cuſden, who keeps the 
Roſe coffee -houſe, in Bridges. ſtreet, 
Covent - garden, depoſed, that in 


December laſt, the priſoner came to 


his houſe, and drank two bottles of 
wine ; that ſoon after a third gen- 
tleman came in, and they had a 
third bottle, when the priſoner ſent 
for Mr. Cuſden, who came up ftairs, 
and the priſoner produced the above 
bill, wiſhing to get five guiness 
upon it; but Mr. Cuſden only ad- 
vanced him one guinea and a half. 
When he preſented the note to 
Meſſrs. Cox, &c. agents at Charing- 
croſs, the forgery was diſcovered, 
and the priſoner apprehended. 

Mr. Cox proved it was not lord 
Townſhend's writing, and Mr. Pin- 
der produced the bull. : 

The evidence for the proſecution 
reſted here. On the croſs examt- 
nation, it was urged by Mr. Sylveſ- 
ter, counſel for the priſoner, that 
the indiftment did not correſpond 
with the bill, for it ſtated M. G. to 
be maſter-general, which the proſe- 
cution had no right ſo to conſtruct: 
that there was no ſuch office at 
Whitehall as the pay-office ; that lt 
could not be to defraud lord Tow!- 
ſhend, as lord Townſhend was not 
then in office, and conſequently not 
maſter - general of the ordnance. 


Theſe and ſeveral other 4sg2l ob- 
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jections were ſtated by the counſel, 
2 over-ruled; as judge Heath was 


of opinion, that they were not 


averments, but ſtated in the indict- 
ment to be purports. The evidence 
being ſummed up, the jury found 
the priſoner guilty of uttering the 
bill, knowing it to be forged. The 
caſe, however, 1s referred to the 
twelve judges, on a number of ex- 
ceptions ſtated in the indictment, 


St. Fames's, January 20th. Yel- 


terday being kept as the anniver- 
ſary of the queen's birth-day, there 
was a very numerous and iplendid 
appearance of the nobility, foreign 
miniſters, and other perſons of diſ- 
tiation, to compliment their ma- 
jeſties on the occaſion. The guns 
in the park, and at the tower, were 


fred at one o*clock. There was a 


ball at court in the evening, and 
illuminations and other public de- 
monſtrations of joy in London and 
Weſtminſter. | 

This night's gazette con- 


24h. tains the addreites of the 


mayor, ſh2ciffs, citizens, and com- 


monalty of the city of Norwich; of 


the mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſles of 


the borough of Leiceſter ; and ot the 
gentlemen, clergy, merchants, and 
11habitants of the borough of Great 
Yarmouth, Norfolk, to his majeſty ; 
expreſſing their firm attachment to 
his majeſty's perſon and family, and 
offering their ſincere thanks on his 
majeſty's diſmiſſion of the late mi- 
niſtry. | 


26th, At half paſt twelve o'clock, 
the ſheriffs met at Guildhall, 


on the huſtings, in order to declare 
the numbers 2 a repreſentative of 
this city, in the room of Frederick 
Ball, eſq; when there appeared for 
Brook Watſon, eſq; 2097; and for 
alderman Croſby, 1043; upon which 
book Watſon, eſq; was decl-red 
duly elected. | 


10th, 
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This night's gazette con- 
tains addreſſes to his majeſty 
from the merchants and traders of 
London; from the lord provoſt, ma- 
giltrates, and council of Edinburgh; 
trom the aldermen, burgeſſes, &c. 
of Southampton; from the manu- 
iacturers, traders, &c. of Taunton ; 
and from the mayor and inhabitants 
of Plymouth, upon the removal of 
the late migiltry, &c, 


31ſt, 


r _ * 


FEBRUARY 1784 


This night's gazette contains 
30, addreſſes io his majefly from 
the dean, ſteward, burgeſſes, &c. of 
Weſtminſter; from the freemen and 
citizens of York ; from the mayor, 
clergy, &c. of Exeter; from the 
mayor, bailiffs, &c. of Lancaſter; 
from the inhabitants of Reading; 
from the inhabitants of Colcheſter; 


and from the mayor and aldermen 


of Eveſham, in Worceſterſhire, on 
the removal of the late miniſtry, 
&C.. 

At a court of common 
council, before the right 
honourable the lord mavor, the al- 
dermen Alſop, C:ofby, 'Lewnfhend, 
Etdaile, Wilkes, Lewes, Plomer, 


Newoham, Clark, Wright, Het, 


Sainſbury, Kitchen, Burnell, San- 
derſon, Gill, Hopkins, Bates, the 


two ſheriffs, and a very reipectable 


number of commoners: WR 
The thanks of the cou.t were 
voted to the right honourable Wil- 
liam Pitt, for his able, upright, and 
diſintereſted conduct, as firſt lord of 
the treaſury, and chancellor of the 


exchequer, on the preſent alarming 


and critical juncture of affairs. 
The cout allo unanimouſly voted 
the freedom of the city to be pre- 
ſented to Mr. Pitt, in a gold bex of 
[N] 2 the 
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the value of one hundred guineas, 
as a mark of gratitude for and ap- 
probation of his zeal aud aſſiduity 
in ſupporting the legal prerogatives 
of the crown, and the conftitu- 
tional rights of the people ; and 
appointed a committee to wait on 
him therewith. 

A motion was then made, to ac- 
knowledge, with the deepeſt grati- 
tude, the late timely interference 
of the houſe of lords for the preſer- 
vation of our excellent conſtitution, 


and the ſecurity of the rights of 


every branch of the lepiſlature ; 
which, after ſome debate, was car- 
ried by a great majority. 

This night's gazette contains an 
addreſs to his majeſty from the citi- 
zens and principal inhabitants of 
Exeter, expreſſive of their attach- 
ment to his majeſty's perſon and 


government, and declaring that it 


is not their intention to engage in 
any meaiure that may tend to em- 
barraſs his majeſty's government, 
to foment the alarming diviſions 
that at preſent prevail, and impede 
the progreſs of thoſe conciliatory 
meaſures by which alone the public 
peace can be reſtored ; they there- 
fore hope his majeſty will be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to call to his councils 
men whoſe abilities and integrity 
way recommend them to his royal 
favour, and whoſe meaſures may 
entitle them to the full confidence 
and ſupport of his majeſty's faithful 
ſubjects. Likewiſe addreſſes from 
the inhabitants of New Sarum ; 
from the mayor, aldermen, &c, of 
Chipping Wycombe ; from the 
mayor, aldermen, and capital bur- 


geſſes of Preſton, in Lancaſhire ;. 


from the mayor, bailifs, and bur- 
geſſes of Berwick upon Tweed; 
and from the bailiff, burgeſſes, and 
| "= 88 


47 
f 


inhabitants of Chippenham ; on the 


removal of the late miniſtry, 


St, Fames's, Feb. 11. A meſſen. 
ger arrived this morning from his 
excellency fir Robert Ainſle, his 
majeſty's ambaſſador at Conſtanti. 
nople, with an account of the paci. 
fication between Ruſſia and the Qt- 
toman Porte being happily accom. 
pliſned; and that a definitive ar. 
rangemept was ſigned by Monſ. de 
Bulgakow, the Ruſſian envoy, and 
the Ottoman miniſters, on the 8th 
of laſt month, 1 85 | 

St. James's, Feb. 14. The king 
has been pleaſed to approve of Don 
Diego de Gardoqui, to be conſul 
and agent general for the . Spaniſh 
nation in England and Ireland, 
The cauſe between Mr, 


20th, Macklin and Mr. Colman, 


was determined in the court cf 


King's-bench, after having been 
outſtanding nearly eleven years, 
The ground of the ſuit was this; 


Mr. Macklin, in September, 1773, 


entered upon an engagement as an 
actor of the Covent-garden com- 
pany, for three years, at a ſalaty of 
4001, per ſeaſon, with a benekt, 
Oa the 18th of November, 1n con- 
ſequence of a quarrel that had ariſen 
between him and ſome of the play- 
houſe frequenters of that day, a riot 
took place in the theatre, and be 


was driven from the ſtage, the ma. 
nagers not daring to let him appe! 


again. The latter conſidered this 
as an incapacitation of Macklin t 


perform his part of the engagement, 


and ſuppoſed the contract neceſſ- 
rily diſſolved. Macklin, on the 


contrary, having ſent regularly te 
demand his ſalary, and offered to 
play any character the manager 
ſhould appoint, commenced a 1 


in Chancery for the recovery of his 
ſalary) 


ſalary, and an averaged amount of 
profits for his benefits. After filing 
bills and croſs bills, and various 
expenſive and tedious proceedings 
in equity, he was advited to try for 
a remedy at common law, and ac- 


cordingly brought an action on the 


caſe in the court of King's- bench, 
which came on for hearing laſt Fri- 
dav. Sir Thomas Davenport, as 
counſel for Mr. Macklin, opened 
his caſe to the court, and cailed 
evidence to prove the ſubſtantial 
facts. Mr. Bearcroft then, as coun- 
ſel for Mr. Colman, opened the de- 


fence, and, if he could have ſubſtan- 


tiated it, a very ſtrong one it was: 
before, however, any witneſſes were 
called in its ſupport, lord Mansfield 
recommended a compromiſe. Mr. 
Macklin roſe, and informed the 
court he had offered long hnce to 


leave it to the arbitration of any 


one merchant, or any one lawyer 1n 
the kingdom, and that he was then 


ready to abide by the deciſion of 


any one of the jury. Lord Mans- 
fe d complimented Mr. Macklia on 
his candour and fairneſs; and it 
reſted with Mr. Colman how the 
matter was to terminate. Mr. Col- 
man declared, that he had never 
before heard of the plaintiff's being 
ready to ſubmit the caſe to the ar- 
bitrament of an individual, or he 
wou'd have cloſed with him on the 


propoſition ; and that he would do 


lo then, provided the matter could 


be fo adjuſted that he could be ſe- 


cure that no more than his propor- 
tion of the ſum awarded to bir, 
Macklin ſhou!d fall upon him. 
Mr. Colman explained wt he 
meant, by ſtating, that the engage- 
ment was ſor three years, in only 
the ſirſt of which he had an intereſt 
1a Covent-garden theatre, though 
tae action was brought againk him 
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nominally for the hole ſam 


claimed, as the acting manager at 


the time Mr. Macklin was engaged 
for the three years. Lord Mans- 
field told Mr, Colman, that being 
the defendant, he mult pay the 
whole ſum, be the award what it 
might; but that his partners were 
bound to pay their proportions to 
him, and it could not be ſuppoſed 
that they would hefitate to diſcharge 
what the law would oblige them to 
pay, if they did make any heſita- 
tion upon the ſubject. His lordſhip 


then ſaid, he would ſettle the mat- 


ter, if the parties approved. This 
being aſſented to by Mr, Macklin 
and Mr. Colman, his lordihip ſaid, 


he conſidered a riot in a theatre, of 


tae fort in queſtion, as a common 
calamity by which the manager 
and performer were equal ſufferers, 
and therefore he {hould halve the 


matter; and as Mr. Macklin had 


brought his action for 10001. a- 
ward him gool. and each party to 
pay their own coſts, This was 
cheerfully acceded to by Mr. Mack - 
lin and Mr. Colman, and a rule 
drawn to enforce the deciſion, and 
tie up the plaintiff and defendant 
from cammencing any future ſuic 
or ſuits upon the ſubject, Some 
civilities paſſed between lord Mans- 
field and Mr. Macklin; and the 
latter, beſore he went out of court, 
aſlured his lordſhip, that he had 


never known what juſtice or equity 


was before. 

Tnis night's gazette con- 
tains addreſſes to his majeſty 
from the county of Berks; from the 
county of Cornwall ; from the city 
of Aberdeen; from the county of 
Oxford; from the ton of Shrewſ- 
bury ; from the town of Kingſton- 


24th. 


upon-Hull; from the town and 


port of Folkſtone; from the town 
IVI 3 and 


1 -> 
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and port of Dover ; from the county 
of Wilts ; from the county of Vork; 
and from the borough of Abing- 
don, on the diſmiſfion of the late 
miniſtry, &c. &c. 

Dublin Caſilz, Feb. 24. The duke 
of Rutland, who embarked at Ho- 
Iynead Jaſt night, on board his ma- 
jeſty's yacht, the Dorſet, arrived ſafe 
in the harbour abqut one o' clock this 
afternoon, His grace was received 


at landing by the lord mayor and 


ſheriff, of the city of Dublin. The 
regiments of foot in garriſon lined 
the ſtreets through which his grace 
paſſed to the Caiile, attended by a 
iquadron of horſe. His grace, on 
his arrival at the Caſtle, was iniro- 
. duced in form to the earl of North- 
ington, who received him, fitting 
under the canopy of ſtate, in the 
| Preſence chamber. A council met 
. t five o'clock, and a proceſſion was 


made from the preſence chamber wo 


the council chamber, where his 
grace's commiſion was read, and 
the oaths adminiſtered to him; after 
Which, his grace having received 
| the ſword from the earl of North- 
1ngton, and being inveſted with the 
collar of the molt illuftrious order 
et St. Patrick, the great guns in his 

majeſty's park the Phoenix were 
fred, aud anſwered by the regiments 
on duty. His grace then repaired 
to the preſence chamber, where he 
received the compliments of the no- 
bility and cther perſons of diſtinc- 
tion, upon his grace's ſafe arrival to 


take upon lim the Seam of 


- this kingòom. 


Dublin Coftle, Feb. 26. This day © 


about two oclock, the earl of North- 
ingtog, late lord Jiemenant of this 
kingdom, left the caſtle, in order 
to embark on board his majeſty's 


yacht the Dorſet, on his return to 
| Togland. 
8 


to the water ſide. 


His grace the duke of Rutland, 
lord Bedtedant; and the earl of 
Northington, went together from 


the caſtle in a coach drawn by {ix 


horſes, ard preceded by a leading 


coach and fix, in which were the 


officers of ſtate, to the South Wall, 
They were eſcorted by a {quadron 
of horſe, and attended by a great 


number of the nobility and perſons 


of diſtinction, the lord mayor, ſhe- 
riffs, ſeveral of the aldermen and 
principal citizens in their carriages, 
followed by a concourie of people, 
The fireets were 
lined by the regiments of infantry 
on Dublin duty; and the earl of 
Northington received every demon- 

{tration of reſpect as he paſſed 
through the ſtreets, from the people, 
who tellified their regard by re- 

peated wiſhes for his welfare and 
ſafe return to England. 

Ditp. AtLlan Vair y Medd, in 
Angleſea, Hugh Rowland Hughes, 
gent. aged 114 years, 11 months, 
and 27 days. He was born March 
1. 1670, married in the year 1700, 
and had nine children; he was mar- 
ried the ſecond time in 1734, and 
had five children; he was married 
the third time, and had two children, 
viz. Hugh Evan Hughes, the Welch 
poet, and a daughter; and in the 
year 1748, he married his fourth 
wife, whom he left a widow with ſe⸗ 
ven children, all men and women 
now alive; 84 of his offspring were 
at his burying i in Amlwich church, 
on St. David's day i: 


AC ——— 
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Iſt. The ſervants of the duke de 
Chartres arrived at the duke's houſe 
in Portland Place, and his grace is 


_ hourly expected from France. 


2 . 


6 


6 
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FHaldane; his firſt and ſecond mate; 


At a general court of the 
(ch. overnors of St. Bartholomew's 
Hoſpital, William Pitcairn, M. D. 
preſident of the College of Phyſi- 
cians, was unanimouſly elected trea- 
ſurer of the ſaid hoſpital, in the 


room of John Darker, eſq. deceaſed. 


This night's gazette contains 
6th. addreſſes to his majeſty from 
the citizens of Briſtol ; from the bo- 
rough of Truro; from the town of 
Chard ; from the borough of War- 
wick; from the borough of T:im- 
worth, in the counties of Warwick 
and Stafford ; from the county of 
Devon; from the county of Bucks; 
from the borough ot Bridport ; from 
the county of Fife ; from the bo- 


rough of Kirkcaldy; from the ſhire | 


of Linlithgow ; and the ancient and 
loyal burgh of Ayr, on the preſent 
{tate of affairs, the diſmiſſion of the 
late miniſtry, &c. &c. | 
h The following is the ſub. 
Nn. ſtance of the letter from Scilly, 
which gives an account to the di- 
rectors of the India company of the 
loſs of the Nancy packet. 
5A perſon, whoſe buſineſs is to 


attend at the Scilly iſlands, on ſee- 


ing ſome letters waſhed on ſhore, 


which, on opening, he found came 
from India, ſuſpecting ſome veſlel 


from that part of the world to be 


loſt, offered a large reward for any 


perſon to go off; they accordingly 
diſcovered a wreck under water with 


great d1thculty, and got up a packet 


bag, which contained ſeveral let- 
ters. | 

The following are a part of the 
paſſengers known to have been on 
board the Nancy at the time ; Mr. 
Percy, ſurgeon to Sir Edw. Hughes; 
Mr. Aſhburner, late of the council 
at Bombay ; Mr. Bond ; Mr. Page 
and ſon ; Miſs A. Thomſon ; Capt. 
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Mr. M*Kenzie ; Mrs. Cargill, and 
an infant child of twenty months 
old. The bodies were moſtly nak- 
ed, and ſuppoſed to have been in 
bed at the time.“ 

The entertainment at Carle. 
ton houſe was one of the prand- 
eſt ſpectacles that we have had in 
this country for years, and was be- 
coming the prince of a free nation. 
The dinner was given to the whole 
of that moſt reſpectahle body of gen- 
tlemen Who have aſſembled at the 
St. Alban's Tavern, with the lau- 
dable view of reconciling the hoitile 
parties hy which the nation has been 
diſtracted, and bringing about an 
union capable of conducting the 
ſtrong meaſures neceſſary in ſo cri- 
tical a moment. The ball at night 
exhibited a ſcene of beauty and 
magnificence unparalleled, Lady 


10th. 


Beauchamp's groupe, conſiſting of 


herſelf, her ſiilers, the Miſs Ingrams, 
and the Miſs Talbots, were ſaid to 
be the moſt exquiſitely beautiful of 
any in the room. They were all five 
in Spaniſh dreſſes, uniform, of white 
crape ſpangled wick gold, and orna- 
mented with precious ſtones. They 
had the fineſt effect in the dance. 
E At a meeting of the gentle- 
lith. men interefted in the ifland of 
Grenada, the Grenadines, St. Vin- 
cent, Dominica, Tobago, St. Chriſ- 
topher, Nevis, and Montſerrat, held 
at the London Tavern, Sir William 
Voung, Bart. in the chair: 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That this 
meeting, impreſſed with the deepeſt 
ſenſe of gratitude for the humanity, 
jultice, and generoſity, ſo exe mpla- 
rily diſplayed by his excellency Mon- 
fieur le Marquis de Bouille, in his 
ſeveral conquells and chief command 
over the above iſlands, during the 
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late war, beg leave to offer to his 
excellency this public teſtimony of 
their veneration and eſteem. 

Reſolved, That a committee, 
conũſting of Sir William Young, 
Bart. lieutenant - general Robert 
Melville, William Woodley, eſq; 
Richard Neave, eſq; Walter Niſbet, 
eſq; Robert Udney, eſq; John An- 
thony Rucker, eſq; do wait upon 
his excellency with a copy of theſe 
proceedings, and requeſt that he 
will honour this meeting with his 
company to dinner at this place, on 
ſuch a day as may be moſt agree- 
able to him to appoint, with ſuch 
of his friends and countrymen as he 
may pleaſe to introduce. 

Reſolved, That a piece of plate 
be preſented to Monfieur le Mar- 
quis de Bouille, in the name and on 
behalf of this meeting, as a ſmall, 
but grateful tribute due to his mag- 
nanimity and juſtice, and that the 
above committee do cauſe the ſaid 
Piece of plate to be prepared, and 
to have ſubſcribed thereon the ſub- 
ſtance of the firſt reſolution. 

WILLIAM Youns, Chairman. 

A copy of the above proceedings 
being preſented by the committee 
to Monſieur le Marquis de Bouille, 
his exceliency was pleaſed to make 
the tollowing reply : 

« Gentlemen, 

« I return you my acknowledg- 
ments for the very great and diſtin- 
guiſhed honour you have done me, 
of which I entertain the warmeſt 
leaſe. 

My conduct towards the Weſt 
India colonies, which fell, by the 
fate of war, under the dominion of 
France, was ſuch, as not only flow- 
ed from the examples of magnani- 
mity and juſtice given by my ſove- 
zeign, but was the natural reſult of 


that high eſteem and conſideration, 
which I have always held for a na- 
tion ſo reſpectable and renowned as 
that of Great Britain.--I cannot, 
therefore, but wholly attribute the 
value you are pleaſed to ſet on my 


actions, to the generolity of your 


ſentiments, of which I ſhall preſerye 
a conſtant remembrance.” 
16 At twelve o'clock laſt night 
the lord mayor received a let- 
ter from the right hon. W. Pitt, 
chancellor of the Exchequer, rela- 
tive to an execution for 180,000]. 
being levied on the hon. the Eaſt 
India company, Early this morn. 
ing his loraſhip ſent for the ſword. 


bearer, and ordered ſummonſes for 


a court of aldermen yeſterday. His 
lordſnip, the ſheriffs, and ſeveral al- 
dermen, had a conference for two 
hours on this extraordinary occaſion, 
as the execution was ſaid to be not 
ſtrictly regular. The officer who 
levied, notcithſtandiag the large- 
neis of the demand, executed the 


writ without the knowledge of his 


principals, and bis fees amount to 
19. 6d. in the pound, being 15,0001. 
The execution was for duties to g0- 
vernment, and it is ſaid to be with- 
drawn by conſent of miniſtry. 

The court of aldermen have ſuſ- 
pended the ſecondary of the Compter 
for having, on his own mere motion, 
and without previous authority from 
the ſheriffs, levied the above exe- 
Cution, | : 

This night's gazette contains 
addreſſes from the county of Ellex, 


from the town of Sunderland, from 


the corporation of Penzance, from 


the borough of Tregony, from the 


borough of Aſhburton, from tue 
borough of Ludlow, from the town 
of Paiſley, from the town of Eil. 
marnock, from the burgh of Kirk 

| cudbrigat, 


* N 


E HR G Nie . 


cudbright, and from the city of 
Aberdeen, humbly thanking his ma- 


jeſty for the appointment of his pre- 


ſent miniſters. Likewiſe a ſecond 
addreſs from the inhabitants of Tre- 
gony, expreſſive of their concern at 


the preſent diſtracted ſtate of the 


Britiſh empire, and humbly implor- 
ing his majelty to call ſuch men 
into his ſervice as have the confi- 
dence of the repreſentatives of the 
people. . 
Ich. The following affair was 
17% diſcovered ia a court by the 
fide of Fleet- Market. Some of 
the lodgers ſmelt ſomething offen- 
five up two pair of fairs, where a 
man and his family lodged, and 
calling to the children to open the 


door, they replied they could not: 


on which the people burſt it open, 
when they found the poor woman 
dead upon the bed, and four chil- 
dren, two boys and two girls, nak- 
ed, and almoſt ſtarved to death, 
three of them ſo weak for want of 
food, that they could not ſtand, 


The eldeſt boy, who could juſt ſpeak 


to be under ſtood, ſaid, that his mo- 
ther died the 13th of February, and 
that their father left them ſoon after. 
The pariſh officers were ſent for, 
who ordered them to be carried in 
chairs to the workhouſe, and great 
care to be taken of them. The de- 
cealed was with difficulty, being in 


a ſtate of putrefaction, put into a 


cofſin, to be carried to the workhouſe 
for interment. _ | 5 
Pele, ſourgn, Feb, 13- 

The Empreſs has appointed 
Prince Potemkin to be Prelident 
of the Board of War, with the 
rankof Field Marthal ; Count Soltſ- 
kow to be Aid de Camp General, 
and General Paul Potemkin to be 
Governor General of Aſtracan, and 
of the countries bordering upon 


® 
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Mount Caucaſus, Her Imperial 
Majeſty has conterred the order of 
St. Andrew on the Vice Chancellor, 
Count Oſterman, with a valuable 
preſent: ; the order of ot. Alexander 
Newſki, and a grant of lands, with 
the rank of Privy C-nnſellor, on 
Manſ. B<cſberodko; and the ſame 
order on Monſ. de Simolin, Minter. 
Pleuipoten 1ary a: the court of Lon- 
don, and Prince Baratinſk!, Miniſter 
Plenipotentiary at the court of Ver- 
ſailles ; th- cer of St. Wolodomir, 
with a grant of lands, on Monſ. Ba- 
kounin ; and the tecond craſs of the 
ſame order, with the rank of Coun- 
ſeuor d'Etat, on Monſ. Markoff, 
Munſter Plenipotentiary at Ver- 
ſailles. Her Imperial Majeſty has 
alſo made preſents of very conüder- 
able value to Prince Repnin, Prince 
Waſemſky, Monf. Bulgazow, and 
Count Cobenzel, the Imperial Mi- 


niſter at this Court, | 


. Early this morning ſome 
*F* thieves broke into the back 
part of the houle inhabited by the 
lord chancellor, in Great Ormond- 
ſtreet; having got over the will, 
from the fields, into the garden, and 
from thence into the area, they 
forced two bars of the kitchen win- 
dow, and entered the houſe. Hau- 
ing thus gained an entrance, they 
went up {tairs, into a room adjoin- 
ing the ſtudy, Where they found the 
great ſeal of England; this they 
took from out the two bags in which 
it is always kept, carrying away 


with them the plain ſeal only, or 


rather the two parts, which conſti- 
tute the whole ; they alſo took a ſum 
of money, not very conſiderable, 
and two filver-hilted ſwords, having 
firſt drawn them, and leaving the 
ſcabbards behind. Not'one of his 
lordſhip*s ſervants heard them du- 
ing their tay, and of courſe they * 
; | 0 
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off with rather more eaſe than they 
got in. Theſe midnight robbers 
left behind them their implement of 
induſtry, a plain tool well tempered, 
and calculated as well for a Weapon 
of defence (if oppoſed) as an inſtru- 
ment for forcing of locks. 

His majeſty went to the houſe of 
peers, and was pleaſed to prorogue 
the parliament with a moſt gracious 
ſpeech from the throne. 

h The parhament wes diſ- 
25 h. ſolyed by royal proclama- 
tion. | | | 
h This night's gazette con- 
27% tains addreſſes from Northum- 
berland, Leiceſter, Warwick, Wen- 
lock ia Salop, Dorſet, Wigtown, 
and two from Aberdeen, in favour 

of the preſent minſtry, &c. 
„ At the cloſe of the poll for 
en the borough of Hertford, the 
numbers were 


For Mr. Calvert, 365 
Baron Dimſdale, 292 
Mr. Baker, 223 


Whereupon the two former were 
>clared duly elected. 
Came on the election for the 
31ſt. town of Kingſton upon Hull, 
and at the cloſe of the poll, the fol- 
lowing day at noon, the numbers 
were 
For W. Wilberforce, eſq; 
Samuel Thornton, elq; 


807 
+ 


David Hartley, eq; 337 

Ra. . I. 
Watſon, 101 717 1148 
Lewes, GO 037 1078 
Newninam, 100 635 1066 
Sawhridge, 73 4 6873 
Akinſon, 57 392 383 
Smich 2 | 
Pitt, 52 


Upon which the two former were 
declared duly elected. | | 

DiE D. On the zd infl. at Rom. 
ſey, the widow Poore, a native of 
Weſt Wellow, aged 108 and up. 
wards. 

On Saturday ſ:*nnight, at Chew. 
ton Mendip, near Eriſtol, Thomas 
Pope, aged 101. He could walk 
ten miles in a day in his 100th 
year. 


APRIL 1784. 


This night's gazette contains 
addreſſes from Yorkſhire; from 
the high ſheriff and grand jury of 
Surry ; from Devonſhire ; from Ox- 
ſordſhire; from the high ſheriff and 
grand jury of Devonſhire ; from 
Denbighſhire; from the county of 
Air; from Scarborough; and from 
Henley upon 'Thames, in favour of 
the preſent miniſtry. . 
5th. The election ended for tlie 

city of Norwich, when the 
numbers were, for 


Iſt. 


Sir Harbord Harbord, 2 305 
Mr. Windham, 1297 
Mr. Hobart, 12 


At three o'clock the poll 

Gth, oy = 
for members to ſerve in parlia- 

ment for the city of London finally 


cloſed. The numbers of each day's 
poll were as follow ; 
., „ . Ta. Total: 
1057 497 718 511 4789 
1008 488 724 537 4502 
1010 482 684 494 4471 
573 292 4250 357 2823 
614 293 471 424 2804 
277 
52 

Ihe 


CHRONICLE. WED i: 
| The poll for the city of York John Harriſon, eſq. 


finally cloſed,, when the numbers George Cumming, eſq. 
ſtood as follow : Ee James Moffatt, eſq. 
For Lord Galway, 1086 | Richard Lewin, eſq. 
R. 8. Milnes, elqz 1019 ppoprttroORs List amended. 
Lord J. Cavendiſh, 911 Jahn Baan hip, of 5 
Sir William Milner, 802 13 Barks 5 2 
Mr, Foljambe add Mr. Weddel Joha ? hone gl ; q N 
declined the poll for Vorkſhire. * A - | 


Edmond Bechm, eſq. 
Hugh Inglis, eſq. 
Richard Lewin, eſq. 


On the cloſe of the poll for 
Cambridge, the numbers were, 
r. Pitt, | 

— 1 Euſton, 236 The election for fix direc- 
Mr. Townſhend, 267 tors of the Eaſt India c-m- 
Mr. Mansfield, 181 pany came on at the India houſe : 

Extract of a letter from Bath, upon caſting up of the ballot, the 
Our eleRion is this minute Numbers were as follow : 


14th, 


Jen over, when the numbers ap- John Manſhip, eiq. 778 
peared thus z: Francis Baring, eiq. 621 

Hon, J. J. Pratt, 27 Edmund Boehm, eſq. 597 
Abel Moyſey, eſq; 17 Hugh Inglis, eiq. 507 

Right hon, W. Pitt, 12 John Motteux, eſq. 470 


It is remarkable, that through Paul Le Meſurier, eſq. 469 
the whole principality of Wales James Moffatt, eſg. 468 
there is not a ſingle conteſt on the John Harriſon, eſq. 435 


preſent general election. George Cummiag, eſg. 414 
| The right honourable Ed- Ja mes King, <q. | 
10th, . : ; $2 £19 337 
mund Burke was inſtalled in Richard Les in, eq. 63 


the office of lord rector of the uni- ; : ; 

verſity of Glaſgow; he was attended 2oth. Fo 2 ot _ 2 

by ſeveral perſons of rank and emi- Bed . 8 po 2 nally c , ed a 
nence; the ſpectators were very nu- Pedlorg WREN Ake appeared, 


merous, and teſtified their ſatisfac= For Lord Oitory 14050 
tion by the higheſt marks of appro- Mr. Sc. Jonn, 974 
bation and applauſe. His lordſhip, Lord Ongley, 973 


after taking the oaths of office, ad- A ſcrutiny was demanded by lord 
dreſſed the meeting in a polite and Ongley; but as the whole had been 
elegant ſpeech ſuited to the occaſion._ a ſtrict ſcrutiny, and deeds fetched 
Having attended public worſhipin from a great diſtance, to ſeitle the 
the college chapel, he was after- buſineſs, it was refuſed, as the poll 
wards entertained by the gentlemen had been open twelve days, and 
of the univerſity. | | there never was an inſtance of its 
13th The following are the not being ſettled in two days be- 
" amended lifts to fill up the fore. 


vacancy of Eaſt India directors. Vienna, March z i. The Emperor 

Hovss L1sT amended. arrived in this capital yeſterday in 

John Manſhip, eſa. perfect health, after an ableace of 
Francis Baring, eq. near four months. | 


Conſtantinople, 
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 Conftantinople, Marco 23d. The 
Plague has broken out here with 
very alarming ſymptoms. 

Came on the election for 
the county of Middleſex, at 
Brentford, for two members to ſerve 
in parliament ; at the cloſe of the 
poll, the numbers were as follow: 


22d. 


For Mr. Mainwaring, 1792 
Mr. Wilkes, 1518 
Mr. Byng, 1504 
For W. Mainwaring, 
23d. oa e Jen 


John Wilkes, eſq. 1858 
George Byng, eſq. 1787 


* 


Majority for Mr. Mainwaring, 330 


Ditto for Mr. Wilkes, 71 
After which a ſcrutiny was de- 
manded by Mr. Byng, and fix or 
feven of his friends, which was al- 


lowed by the ſheriff, and the county 
court was thereupon adjourned to 


Friday next, at fix o'clock in the 
evening, at the ſheriff's office, in 
Tock's- court, Curlitor- ireet, Chan- 
cery-lane, then and there to pro- 
ceed on the ſaid ſcrutiny. 


At one part of the firſt day's poll 


at Brentford, Mr. Byng was a- head 
of Mr. Wilkes above 230. 

The right hon. Charles 
James Fox was preſented by 
the mayor, aldermen, and capital 
burgeſſes, with the freedom of the 
borough of Bridgewater, Somerſet, 
and therewith choſen recorder for 
the ſame, in the room of Vere Pou- 
_ Jett, brother to Anne Poulett, mem- 
ber for the ſaid borough, &c. 

Extrad of a Letter from Kirivall. 
oath This day came on the elec- 
tion of a member for the north- 
ern diſtrict of the boroughs in Scot- 
land, when the delegates from the 

towns of Wick and Dornock voted 
for John Sinclair, eſq; late member 


24th. 


Tits of the election will yet under; 


for Caithneſs, and ſince returned fy; 
Leſtwithiel, in Cornwall; and the 
delegates from TaingDingwall, and 
Kirkwall, for the right honourable 
Charles James Fox, upon which 
Mr. Fox was declared duly eleQed, 
Objections, however, were ſtated to 
the delegates from Kirkwail and 
Dingwall ; and it was farther con- 
tended, that Mr. Fox, not being a 


qualified burgeſs in any of the towns, 


was conſequently ineligible ; from 
which it is ſuppoſed, that the me- 


3 
* * 2 
the conſideration of a committee. 


n <p; OE 
* 


— _—_—— 
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Conſtantinople, Merch 24. Two 


Ruſſian officers arrived here cn the 


15th inſtant, with the ratification 
of the late convention, and a great 
many very valuable preſents from 
the Empreſs for the different mil- 
ſions who co- operated in the late 
negotiation; among which are a 


grant of lands, the Second Order cf 


St. Vlodomir, and the rank of Ma- 
jor General, to Monſ. Bulgakow, 
her Imperial Majeſty's. Envoy, 


and a magnificent gold ſnu#-box, 


enriched with diamonds, and a {a- 


ble fur to the Imperial Internuncio, 


and Britiſh and French ambvalia- 
dors. | 

Venice, April 16. An expreſs from 
Spalatro has brought an account 
that the plague had broken out 
there, and had begun its ravages b) 
the death of thirty perſons. 

Guildhall. Ateleven o'clock, 
the ſheriffs, Mr. Saw bridge, 
his ſcrutineers, and counfe], Mi. 
Brook Watſon, and ſeveral of the 
livery, attended in the new counc! 
chamber, when the books were exa- 
mined, and ihe rejected votes ca“ 


4th, 


wo—_— 


vo; 


c H RO NIC I. E. 


up, and the pumbers finally ad- 

juſted. At tYelve the ſheriffs, Kc. 

adjourned to the huſtings, when Sir 

Barnard Turner declared the num- 
bers following: 

Brook Watlon, efq; 

Sir Watkin Lewes, Ent. 


4776 
4541 


Nath. Newnham, elg; 4457 
John Sawbridge, elqz 2812 
Richard Atkinſon, elqz 2803 
Samuel Smith, eſq; 2389 


The Hon. W. Pitt, eſq; 56 

Upon which the ſheriffs declared, 
that the majority of legal votes up- 
on the ſcrutiny appeared in favour 
of Brook Watſon, eſq. Sir Watkin 
Lewes, knt. Nathaniel Newnham, 
eſq. and John Sawbridge, eſq Tae 
court was then adjourned to Friday 
next, at the ſame time anc place, 
when thoſe gentlemen will be de- 
clared duly elected, and the return 
ſigned. | 

Numbers at the end of the poll. 
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ſcrutiny was demanded for lord 
Verney, but refuſed by the ſheriff. 


Came on at Holyrood Houſe, %h 
the election of the ſixteen peers oy 
to repreſent the nobility of Scot- 
land. There was a very ſtrong 
conteſt; and at the cloſe the fol- 
lowing noblemen were choſen, hav- 
ing the greateſt number of votes: 

Duke of Queenſberry, 42 votes 


Marquis of Lothian, 438 
*Earl of Morton 38 
Eglintown, 47 
Caſſilis 43 
Moray 42 
Abercorn 44 
Galloway 39 
Dalhouſie 48 
* Balcarras 40 
*Breadalbane 39 
Aberdeen 39 
Dunmore 39 
| *Hopetown 42 
Viſcount Stormont 48 
*Lord Elphingſtone 41 
Thoſe marked thus (“) are new 
members. | | 


The following were the unſuc- 


_ ceſsful candidates: 


Earl of Glencairn 18 votes 
Kelly 17 
Larderdale 26 
Dy art 9 
Selkirk 26 
Dumfries 34 
Marchmont 37 
Roteberry 34 
Lord Salton 5 
Cathcart 30 
Kinnaird 36 
Cranſton 


30 


Copenhagen, April, 17th. The 


Watſon, 4789 
Lewes, 4554 
 Ne«anham 4479 
Sawbridge 2823 
Atkinſon 2810 
Smith . 277 
End of the ſcrutiny. 
Watſon 4776 
Lewes 4541 
Newnham 4407 
Sawbridge 2812 
Atkinſon 2803 4 
Smith 270 
Bad votes for Watſon 13 
e Lee 13 
Newnham 12 
Sawbridge 11 
Arkinſon 13 
Smith I 


The hon. Mr. Grenville and 
John Aubrey, eſq; returned mem- 
bers for the couniy of Bucks, — 
lord Verney loſt it by 24. A 


king of Denmaik has been pleaſed 
to make a new arrangement in his 
council of ſtate, in which the Prince 

Royal took his ſeat on the 14h. 
That council now conſiſts 


of his 
Royal 


| 


19% ANNUAL REGISTER, 1784.8. 


Royal Highneis, with Prince Fre- 
_ dexic, the King's brother, and the 
following members: Count Thott, 
Monſ. de Rofencrantz, Monſ. de 
Schack Rathlou, Count de Bern- 
ſtoff, General Huth, and Monſ. de 
Stampe. ; 
Extract if a letter from Briſtol, May 8. 
« This afternoona the poll for 
members for this city, which had 
laſted exactly five weeks, was finally 
cloſed by the conſen: of all the can- 
didates —-the pumbers were as fol- 
lows: | 


B:ickdale 


whereupon the two firſt were re. 
turned by the ſhethfs.— Colonel 
Cruger is to be chaired on Mon- 
day, in the abſence of his brother, 


who is at New York.” 


Mr. Bembridge, who had been 
confired io the king's bench theſe 
ſix months paſt, was brought up to 
the bar at Weſtminſter- hall, and on 
giving bail was diſcharged, 

At three o'clock the poll 
for members to ſerve in par- 16th, 
hament for the city of Weſtminſter 
finally cloſed. os 5 


3458 The numbers of each day's poll 
Cruger 305 2 were as ivllows: 
Dauben 2982 
Peach 373 | 
Hood. Fox. Wray, | Hood. Fox. Wray. | Hood. Fox. Wray. 
April 1. — 4 13. | 23. 
264 302 2338 | 117 142 97 82 45 49 
2. [5581 4819 5092 6323 5615 5699 
970 941 866 14. 5 24. 
1234 1243 lie iz 186 165 56 38 
45 5732 52095 5208 | 6377 5671 5737 
951 680 $71 15. B 
2185 1923 1975 143 143 13 52 (40 
„ 5875 5148 5312 | 6429 5750 5776 

1077 gs it "46. 1 7 

3262 2868 2985 99: $3 W290 9273-40 

| 6. 5971 5230 5400 | 6468 5827 5806 
T 1 „ 

3930 3413 3922 / JO Os 
„ 602 5205 5465 | 6507 5883 5842 
516 414 495 „%% es 

4452 3827 411) | 68, 65 68 i ne NOS. 

by 6120 5379 5533 | 6532 5921 5865 
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This day, at twenty mi- 
nutes before three, the high- 
bailiff came from the veſtry- room, 
took his ſeat upon the huſtings, and 

in a few minutes the candidates 
were ſeated by his fide. Sir Cecil 

Wray, previous to the cloling of 
the poll, delivered a paper to the 
following purpor: : 


17th, 


To Thomas Corbett, eſq; high- 
bailiF of the city and liberty of 
Weſtminſter. 


1 Sir Cecil Wray, bart. one of 
the candidates to ſerve in parlia- 
meat for the city and liberty of 
Weſtminſter, and we the under- 
written electors of the ſaid city and 
liberty, do hereby demand of you a 
ſcrutiny of the votes taken at the 
preſent election of two citizens to 
ſerve in parliament for the ſaid city 
and liberty, as witneſs our hands 
this 17th day of May, 1784. 

# Cecil Wray. 


Mountmorres, Bateman, 

R. Butler, Francis Atkinſon, 
J. Meyer, William Adams, 
D. Mackenzie, Peter Paul, 


James Croft, John Jackſon, 


Morris Marſault, Rev, John Lloyd, 
= place, the event of which was, thar 
| | Mr, | 


John Rober tſon " 


Cir Secil ſpoke a very few words 
in juſtification of the motives that 


induced his friends to proceed on the 
ſcrutiny ; and Mr. Fox immediately 
informed the bailiff, that his com- 


miſſion mult of neceſſity end to- mor- 
row (this day), that he had no far- 
ther coatroul in the buſineſs, and 
that, in fact, he muſt be under the 


neceſſity of returning the writ, and 


finiſhing the election. Mr. Corbett 
ſaid, „It is a new caſe, and there- 
fore I mu well conſider the ſeveral 
circumitances of it.“ Mr. Fox ob- 
ſerved, that in the moſt ſevere and 


hard-fought election battles that he 


was acquainted with, either by his 


oon experience, or that he had 
learned from the Journals, he knew - 


but of two ſuch ſpectal returns, ore 
of the county of Cumberland, and 


the other of the city of Coventry, 


and both made on account of the 


utter impoſſibility of the returning 


officer making a due return, owing 


to riotous proceedings; that at the 
great ſcrutiny for Oxford, the officer 
thought it neceſſary to complete the 


return before the enquiry was ended. 
rather than run the riſk of diſobey- 


ing che precept. The high. bailitf 


then adjourned to the veſtry- room, 
when a violent altercation took 
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Mr. Corbett, the bailiff, agreed to 
In the mean 
time the populace, not being able to 


reſiſt the temptation of demoliſhing 
the huſtings, began their operation, 


and in about twenty minutes they 
were totally demoliſhed, and the 
materials carried away. 5 
The chair was then taken out of 
the church, and at five o'clock Mr. 
Fox was lifted into it, and a moſt 
ſplendid proceſſion ſucceeded, in 
which jotaed the principal electors, 
and the committees and inhabitants 


of the different pariſhes. 'The whole 


was cloſed by the coaches and fix of 
the dukes of Devonſhire and Port- 
land, with numerous attendants. 


After the proceſſion was over, 


Mr. Fox addreſſed the numerous 


aſſembly, and deſired that their con- 
duct might be marked by order and 
regularity, and by that means pre- 
vent their enemies from throwing 
the leaſt reproach upon them or their 


cauſe. The eleQors immediately de- 
parted, and the proceſſion ended. 


Mr. Chriſt Atkinſon was a— 
gain brought before the court 


of King's Bench, when, on reading 


the affidavit, and hearing Mr. Bear- 
croft and Mr. Wood in behalf of 
Mr. Atkinſon, lord Mansfield, in a 
ſpeech that did him infinite honour, 
declared the unanimous opinion of 
the court, that the record ſhould be 
ame ded as prayed. Lord Mani- 
field concluded his addreſs in words 
to this effect 

«« There is a certain principle 
which | have laid down in this, as 
well as other places, which was ne- 
ver more properly applicable than 
in the preient inſtance; | 

« "That no fiction of Jaw ſhall e- 
ver ſo far prevail againſt the real 
truth of the fact, as to prevent the 


execution of juſtice.“ 


By conſent of the attorney gene. 
ral, the judgment of the court a. 
gainſt Mr. Atkinſon was poſtponed 
till the next term, in order that his 
counſel may inſpect the record when 
amended ; they being ſtill entitled 
to take any further objection that 


may yet appear on the face of the 


record, 

At a quarter before ſeven o'clock 
in the evening came on the final 
hearing of Mr. Morris's cauſe, to 
eltabliſh his matrimonial contract 
with Miſs Harford, Doctor Scott 
recapitulated the heads of the forci. 
ble arguments derived from the laws 


of nature and nations which he ad- 


duced on laſt Tueſday ſe'nnight.— 


Doctor Wynne replied ; the doctor 


very ably contended, that the mar- 
riage being contracted in fraud, was 
void ab erigine. To prove this po- 
ſition, he adverted to Mr. Mor:1s's 
conduct during the time the young 


lady was under the care of Mrs. 


Latouche for education, when that 
lady found herſelf under the neceſſii 
of informing Mr. Morris, “ that his 
frequent viſits prevented the young 


lady from making a progreſs in her 


education.” He then traced him 
to every part of the continent, and 
ſhewed the probability of a like ad- 
vantage being taken at Liſle, where 
Miſs Harford ** defired the ceremo- 


ny to be performed in the Engliſh 


language.“ He next proved from 
the lex loci of the country in which 


the marriage contract was cele- 


brated, that it was illegal; that it 
Was likewiſe illegal under the Mar- 
riage Act of 1753; that it was void 
by the common law eantecedent to 
that period; that it was equally 
condenmed by the principles of the 
Roman and the canon law. is ar- 
gument, which embraced en im- 
menſe ſcope of learning and ka 
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both juriſprudential and canonical, 
Jakted two hours. At nine o'clock 
Mr. Mansfield began his argument, 


and continued un il ten, in the courſe 


of which he concluded that the mar- 
riage in queſtion was founded in 
fraud and illegality; particularly 


with reſpect to the lex loci of the two 


places (French Flanders and Den- 
mark) in which it was performed. 
He quoted the opinions of the ableſt 
lawyers in thoſe places to prove his 
aſſertions, —After a profundity of 
argument, he concluded with crav- 
ing judgment in favour of Miſs Har- 
ford. EG + 

The court was immediately clear- 
ed, and after half an hour's conſider- 


ation the court was opened, and fi- 
nal judgment was given.—“ That 


both pretended marriages were void 
that Miſs Hartord, falſely in the 
libel called Morris, was at full li- 
berty to marry again, and that Mr. 
Morris was condemned in full 


Laſt night's Gazette con- 
tains an addreſs from the 
county of Kent, in favour of the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration, 


29th, 


lc. A 


JUNE 1784. 

Extract of a Letter from Paris, June 3. 

The king has been pleaſed to 
eraſe the ſentence of the court mar- 
tial at!“ Orient, that the affair be no 
longer agitated, which is ineffectual 
to aniwer the public expectation. It 
is ſaid, that a ſecond council of war 
will be held, ſolely to examine and 
judge the conduct of comte de 
Graſſe, who, in his quality of admi- 
ral and captain, ought, according to 


the marine law, to juſtify himielf, 


y explaining the motives which 
obliged him to give up ihe Ville de 


Paris, 


Vor. XXVII. 


le ph Hawes, 


1193 

« On the oth ult. the Parinans 
reſorted in crowds to Verſailles, to 
ſee the ceremony of inveſting Mr. 
le Bailli de Suffrein with the blue 
ribbon. Ih the proceſſion were all 
the princes of the blood, and all the 
knights of the o:der of the Hcly 


Gholſt,”? | | | 
16th The recorder made his re- 

port to his majeſty of the 
convicts under ſentence of death in 
Newgate, viz. Thomas Randall, 
Robert Ganley, Daniel Beane, Ar- 
+.tbald Burridge, James Davis, Jo- 
James Hawkins, John 
Lynch, James Farrell, Patrick Bir— 


mingham, Samuel Hall, William 


Hobbs, John Taylor, Drummond. 
Clarke, Charles Barton, Patrick 
Burne, William Smith, iſaac Torres, 


- Elizabeth Vickry, Peter Haſlett, a- 


lias Edward Verilly, Charles Criſ- 
well, John Moſeley, Simon Young, 
and John Boyle; when Robert Gan- 
ley, Patrick Birmingham. Peter 
Haſlett, Patrick Burue, 1ſaat Ter- 
res, Charles Barton, i homas Ran- 
dall, William Smith, Deniel Beane, 
Archibald Burridge, James Farrell, 
John Lynch, James Hawkins, Jo- 


ſeph Hawes, and James Davis, 


were ordered for execution on Wed- 


neſday next, the 23d 1nitant, 


loth. . Came on to be tned be- 
9: fore the lord chief baron of 
the exchequer, at the Guildhall, 
London, the cauſe captato dutton a- 
g-inft commodore Juhnftone; The 


trial began at ten o'clock on Satur- 
day morning, and continued twenty- | 


two hours. The jury retired about 
feven o'clock ard at eight on Sun- 
day morning gave à verdictof 5, oool. 
damages tor captain Sutton. | 
4 The foilowing convicts were 
230 executed on the ſcaffold erected 
for that purpoſe before Newgate : 
William Smith, Iſaac Torres, 
Charles Barton, Patrick Burne, Pa- 
4 * 5 tics 
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trick Birmingham, John Lynch, 
ws Farrell, James Davis, Daniel 

eane, Archibald Burridge, Robert 
Ganley, and Thomas Randall, for 
burglary ; Peter Haſlett, alias Ed- 
ward Verilly, for perſonating and 
aſſuming the name of Thomas How- 
ard, of his majeſty's ſhip the Pallas, 
with intent to receive his wages; 
and Joſeph Hawes and James Haw- 
kins for a ftreet robbery. The a- 
bove unhappy men came upon the 
ſcaffold a little before ſeven o'clock ; 
they all ſeemed devout and peni- 
tent, and behaved in every reſpect 
as became their miſerable ſituation. 
The platform dropped about a quar- 
ter before eight, and at the ſame 
moment they were all launched into 
eternity. The concourſe was im- 
menſe; the windows and roofs. of 
the houſes commanding a view of 
the fatal ſpot were crowded, and 
many thouſands of people were aſ- 
ſembled in the Old Bailey beſore fix 
o'clock. 

This afternoon, at fqur 
| o*clock, the poll for a repre- 
ſentative for the borough of South- 
wark finally cloſed, when the num- 
bers flood as follow: | | 

VV 
For P. Le Meſurier, 533 863 935 
Sir R. Hgtham, 500 842 924 


24th. 


— — — 


Majority 11 


A ſcrutiny was demanded in fa- 


vour of Sir Richard Hotham. _ 
This day, at four o'clock, 
Mr. Holder, the high bail 
_of the borough, heid the adjourned 
huſtings in Mill lane, Tooley-ſtreet. 
He ſaid, that his very ill ſtate of 
health obliged him to decline grant- 
ing a ſcrutiny ; the fatigue he had 
already gone through in the elec- 
tion having very much injured his 
health, which was before much im- 


25th. 


paired, he therefore made the re. 
turn to the writ, declaring, that by 
the number of the poll Mr. Le Me. 
ſurier was elected. After this decla- 
ration, Mr. Le Meſurier came for. 
ward, and made a ſhort ſpeech to the 
electors, thanking them tor the ho- 
nour done him, | 

Sir Richard Hotham alſo came 
forward; thanked his friends for 
the trouble and fatigue they had un- 
dergone, and declared his intention 
of appealing to the houſe of com- 
mons, in juſtice to them as well as 
himſelf; as he had ample proof to 
found a petition againſt his oppo- 
nent, not only of bad votes, but of 
other illegal practices. The huſ- 
tings was then adjourned. 

In the court of King's- 
bench, ſeveral gentlemen 
ſurrendered themſelves at the bar, 
to receive judgment for being con- 
cerned in a riot in the priſon of the 
King's-bench ſome time ago, where- 
of they were tried and convided; 
ſome affidavits were read in extenu- 
ation of their offence, and the court 
were about to ſend them to the New | 
Gaol in the Borough, but the de- 
fendants begged hard to be com- 
mitted to the former priſon, which 
was granted, and they are to be 
confined one month in the ſtrong 
room of the King's bench. | 

St. Fames's, June 29. One of 
the king's meſſengers arrived on 
Sunday laſt with the ratification, on 
the part of the States Genera! of 
the United Provinces, of the defi- 
nitive treaty of peace, ſigned at 
Paris on the 20th of May laſt, which 
was exchanged with Daniel Hailes, 
eſg; his majeſty's plenipotentiary, a- 
gainſt his majeſty's ratification on the 
19th inſt. at Paris, by the plenipo. 
tentiarics of their hich migicinels 


29th. 
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Extra# of a Letter from Hanover, 
July bh 

c The prince biſhop of Oſpa- 
burgh, ſecond ſon of his Britannic 
mejeſty, ſet out this morning for 
Vienna. His royal highneſs will 
afterwards viſit ſeveral other courts 
of Germany, and wiil not return 
hither till cowards _— ena of Octo- 
ber next. 

Naples, Fuly 3. The Britiſh 
ſquadron under the command of 
commodore fir John Lindſey, con- 


ſilling of the Truſty, Thetis, Andro- 


mache, Sphynx, and Rattleſnake, 


which ſailed from Leghorn on the 


12th of Jane laſt, anchored in this 
bay on the 17th. On hearing of 
its arrival the king of Naples was 
pleaſed to command that it ſhould be 
immediately admitted to Pratique, 
notwithſtanding the quarantine late- 
ly laid on all ſhips, from whatever 
quarter they come, | 

The king and queen of Naples 
having previouſly ſignified to the 
commodore their intention of ho- 
nouring the ſquadron with a viſit, 
their majeſties ſet out on the 24th in 


the morning from the Galley Mole, 


attended by general Acton, and ſe- 
veral other officers of the court, and 
by the captains of the ſquadron in 
their reſpective barges. As ſoon as 


their majeſties were at a little diſtance 


from the ſhore, all the ſhips manned 
their yards, except the Sphynx and 
Rattleſnake, which being dreſſed 
with colours, diſplayed them at the 


ſame inſtant the others manned; and 
after their majeſties were on board 
the Truſty, all the reſt of the Aua · 


dron fired a royal ſalute. 
Their majefties viſited the ſhip 
above and below, and the king went 


[195 
into the commodore's barge, and 
viſited all the other ſhips of the 
ſquadron, returning again to the 
Truſty. On leaving the ſquadron 
their majeſties were ſaluted by all 


the ſuips with 21 guns each; and 


the commodore with the captains 
had the honour of dining with their 
majeſties on ſhore, and the follow- 
ing day on board the king's yacht, 
which, with two of the kin g's gallies, 
was dreſſed with colours after the 
Engliſh manner, the Engliſh flag 


being at the yacht's foretopmaſt 


head. 

At ſaver on board the yacht 

their Sicilian majeſties drank to the 
health of the king and queen' of 
Great Britain, when a royal ſalute 
was immediately fired from the 
yacht and the two gallies. Their 
majeſties, during the dinner, were 
pleaſed repeatedly to expreſs their 
ſatisfaction at ſeeing an Engliſh 
ſquadron in the bay of Navles ; ang 
appeared defirous, by every means 
in their power, to manifeſt their 
friendſhip for his Britannie ma- 
Jelly. 
His Sicilian majeſty having fixed 
on Thurſday the iſt of July to ho- 
nour the ſquadron again with his, 
preſence, and to ſee a few evolu- 
tions performed 1 in the Bay, his ma- 
jeſty, attended by the nobles of diſ- 
tinction, and the officers ofthe court, 
came at the time appointed; and 
the ſhips being in all reſpects pre- 
pared, and quite ready, ſlipped their 
cables, and failed in good order about 
eleven © clock, with a very fine lea 
breeze.” 

The exertifiog 13 the ſquadron 
began immediately, and ſuch ma- 
nœuvres as could be performed by 


ſo ſmall a number of ſhips, were 


executed at half paſt two o' clock. 
His majeſty was Pleaſed to honour 
[O] 2 the 
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the c mmodore with his company at 
dinner, when the commodore took 
an opportunity of drinking the 
queen's h-alth, and fired a royal 
ſalute from the whole ſquadron. 
About four o'clock the evolutions 
Te-commenced, and were continued 
until half paſt lix, when the ſhips 
reſumed their former anchor 
ſtations in the bay of Naples, The 
| ſeveral manceuvres of the ſquadron 
were honoured with repeated expreſ- 
Hons of applauſe by his Sicilian 
majeſty, who teſtihed a perfect 
knowledge in every part of that bu- 
ſineſs. He was ſaluted on his com- 
ing on board and going on ſhore, 
by all the ſhips, with 21 guns each, 


and attended on both occaſions by 


the captains in their reſpective 
barges. 

ch At one o'clock, William Bi- 
Jen. ſhop, common cryer of this 
city, attended by proper officers, 
read at the Royal Exchange gate 
two proclamations, one relative to 
the definitive treaty being ſigned 
at Paris between Great Britain and 
the States General, and the United 
States of America; aud alſo a pro- 


clamation for a general thankſgiv- 


ing to be obſerved on the 29th in- 


ſtant, on the peace; they were all 


afterwards ſtuck up in divers parts 
of the city. | 
$th, This morning Mr. Linton, 


one of the principal muſicians 


belonging to Covent-garden and the 
Haymatket theatres, was attacked 
ſomewhere (as it is imagined) about 
St. Martin's lane, A woman acci- 
dentally looking out of a window 
about one o'clock, faw a gentleman 
parſujog three fellows up Bedford- 
- bury, into New-ftreet, St. Martin's 
lane, where Mr. Linton was ſoon 


after found, with a wound in his 


belly, ſuppoſed to have been given 
| 3 | 


with a knife, He was bled, ang 
every endeavour uſed to recover 
him, notwithſtanding which he ſoon 
after expired. A piece of a watch 
chain was found in Mr. Linton's 


hand ; from which circumſtance ir 


15 not improbable that his watch waz 
taken trom him by force, and that 
his not parting with it eaſily was 
the cauſe of the villains ſtabbing 
him. Two perſons are already in 
cuſtody, on ſuſpicion of being con- 
cerned in this horrid murder; and 
every ſtep rs taken to bring the of- 
fenders to juſtice. | 

| A medal has lately been 
ſtruck to perpetuate the me- 
mory of capt. Cook, the execution 
of which is equal to the ſubject. On 
one ſide is a bold relief of captain 
Cook, with this inſcription, Tac. 
Cook, Oceani Inveſtigator acerrimus ; 
immediately under the head is ex- 
preſſed in leſſer characters, Reg. 


10th. 


Soc. Lond. Socio ſuo. On the reverſe 


appears an erect figure of Britannia 
ſtanding on a plain. The left arm 
reſts upon an hieroglyphic pillai. 


Her ſpear is in her hand, and her 
ſhield placed at the foot of the pillar. 


Her right arm is projected over a 


globe, and contains a ſymbol ex- 


preſſive of the celebrated circumna- 
vigator's enterpriſing genius. The 
inſcription round the reverſe is, Nil 
intentatum noſtri liguere; and under 


the figure of Britannia, Auſpiciis 


Georgii III. 
The above medal was engraved 


at the expence of the royal ſociety. 


Six impreſſions were ſtruck in gold, 
and two hundred and fifty in ſilver. 
The gold medals are diſpoſed of as 
follow : Hen 

One to his Britannic majeſty, un- 
der whoſe auſpices capt. Cook pro- 
ceeded on his diſcoveries. 

One to the king of France, fo 


nis 


his great courteſy in giving a ſpeci- 
fic charge to his naval commanders, 
to forbear ſhewing hoſtility to the 


Reſolution and Diſcovery, the two 


ſloops under captain Couk's com- 
mand, and to afford him every ſuc- 
cour in their power in caſe they tall 
ic with him. | 
One to the empreſs of Ruſſia, for 
her great hoſpitality to capt. Cook 
when he touched at Kamtſchatka. 
One to Mrs. Cook, the captain's 
relict. | 
One to be depoſited in the Britiſh 


Muſeum ; and 
One to remain in the college of 


the Royal Society, | 
The ſilver medals were diſtributed 
among the members of the Royal 
Society, tome particular lords of the 
admiraity, and a few other diſtin- 
guiſhed perſons. 
1 We are happy at having 
Jt an opportunity of informing 
the public, that the two murderers 
of Mr. Linton are now in cuſtody ; 
one of the parties was ſeized on Sa- 
turday evening by Mr. Smith, the 
keeper of Tothill-felds, to which 
place he went up in a viſit to Dixon, 
one of the men committed by Mr, 
Addington upon ſuſpicion. The 
man taken on Saturday is named 
Morgan, and is well known to the 
ofticers of the police; he has made 
a confeſſion of the whole melancholy 
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tk A cauſe was tried before 

Arn. Mr. juſtice Buller, and a ſpe - 
cial jury, in which Mr. Edmund 
Burke was plaintiff, and the printer 
of the Public Advertiſer defendant, 
The action was brought for a libel 
againſt Mr. Burke, and the da- 
mages laid at 50ool, The jury gave 
a verdi& for the plaintiff, with 1001, 

damages. | 

Extract of a letter from Dublin, 

; July 15. Es 
« Farly yeſterday morning a num- 
ber of people armed, ſeized on Mr. 
Plowman, woollen-draper, the cor- 
ner of John's-lane, and hurried him 


to the Weaver's-{quare, where in a 


few minutes they ſtripped and tarred 
him. Sheriff Kirkpatrick, having 
received intelligence, paſſed off to 
the Liberty, and imprudently threw 
himſelf among the crowd, without 
guards, or any other aſſiſtance. The 
ſheriff reſcued the unhappy man; 

but on attempting to ſ{:1ze ſome of 

the ringleaders, he was moſt vio- 
lently oppoſed. Swords were drawn, 
and the ſheriff received two moſt ſe. 
vere cuts on the head. At this mo. 
ment alderman Hart appeared, with 
a ſtrong military force, and came 
up mott opportunely, as ſheriff 
Kirkpatrick was knocked down, and 
lay in the utmoR danger of his life. 

Mr. Plowman had, it ſeems, made 
ſome very conſiderable importation 


tranſaction, * Smith, one of Engliſh goods the day before he 


of the two firſt taken in cuſtody, was waited upon, directly infring- 
acknowledging that Dixon and him- ing the non-1mportation agree- 


{elf were the only perſons concerned 
in the murder and robbery. We 


cannot too much applaud the activity 


of Mr. Bond and Mr. Smith, in 
purſuit of the perpetrators of the 
murder of Mr. Linton, and the 
adreſs with which Morgan was got 
0 confeſs the particulars. _ 


ment, and which, it is alledged, 
drew upon him the reſentment of 
the populace. ES 
Phe following convitts 
27th. were executed this morning 


before Newgate, purſuant to their 
ſentence, viz. William Thompion, 


alias Peter Smith, John Bran on, 
Thomas 
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Thomas White, George Dane, and 
John Richards. 85 
Extratt of a letier from L' Orient, 
July 30. 
« Monſ. le comte de Graſſe 1s 


gone home to the place of his exile. 


The captains cf de Suffrein's fleet 
hwe not yet received ſentence for 
their conduct in the Eaſt- Indies; 
they are yet on board  Amphion of 
50 guns, where they have been 
already impriſoned near twelve 
months.“ 2 | 
2 Friday night arrived in 
zoth. torn bis 8 the 
duc de Chartres, and the prince 
de Leury, from France. They ſet 
out on Saturday for Brighthelm- 


ſtone, accompanied by the duke de 


Lauzun, on a viſit to the prince of 
Wales. | | 
11 His Royal Highneſs the 
314k. duke of Glouceſter arrived 
in town with his duchels from the 
continent. 

Div. Lately at Brock-hill in 
Ireland, Lovelace Love, eiq; This 
gentleman was noted for his extra- 
ordinary bulk; he. weighed upwards 
of forty ſtone; his coffin meaſured 
ſeven feet in length, four acroſs, 
and three and a half deep. His 


death was occaſioned by his immenſe 
corpulence. 


Rar 


AUGUS T 1784. 


Extract of a letter From Arras, dated 
| 4th inſtant... 
«Yeſterday morning Mr. Charles 
Clutterbuck, who has been con- 
fined at St. Omer's, and at this place, 
for two years paſt, was conducted, 
amidſt a vaſt concourſe of ſpectators, 
from the royal priſon to the council- 
chamber, in order to paſs his laſt 
by 2 


interrogation touching the offence 
he has ccmmirted againſt the bank 


of England; the e; 


2 examinaticn laſted 
about an hour: tre judge demanded 
his defence, which he delivered in 
French, in theſe words: „ Si mon 
„ proces avoit été inſtruit en An- 
«* gleterre ſoux le faux titre royale, 
«« 1] auroit été rejette, et il n'au- 


ce roĩt pas été reconnu.“ 


1 unger- 


ſtand that he has alſo preſented to 
the bench of judges a very inge nious 
memorial, ſhewing the nature of 
his crime, and the nature and inſc- 
tution of the different banks in 
Europe. The judges are puzzled 
to make a deciſion upon this vnpre- 
cedented ſuit, which affords much 
argument and profit to the Jay yer; 
here; the proſecution has already 


coſt the bank more than 29.0001. 


and as the whole of theſe procced- 
ings are tranſmitted to the king's 
council chamber at Paris, it mar 
probably coſt them as much more.” 

Dutlin, Auguſt 4. Laſt Monday 
night, between the hours of eleven 


and twelve, a number of ofacers in 
the army, entered the ſhop of Vir. 


Flattery, a publican on Ormoud- 
quay, near Eſſex- bridge, and by 
their intemperate behaviour (zrilng, 
it is ſuppoſed, from their being 
ſomewhat in liquor) occ 
conſiderable riot, which took place 
betwixt them and ſome of the v- 
lunteers.— We are happy to add, 
that although ſeveral perſons were 
wounded on both ſides, no lives 


were loſt in the affray. 


a ſioned 4 


Eætract of a letter from Dublin, 


Auguſt 


«© Yeſterday, about two o'clock, 
the duke of Rutland arrived at the 
caſtle, from the county ot Welt 
meath, ſuppoſed to be in conie- 
quence of an expreſs diſpatched fc 


his 


md Aa een 


n 


his grace the day before, relative 
to the military outrage on Monday 
night.“ EY 

At the aſſizes for the county 


jth. of Kent, the cauſe between 


earl Stanhope and the Meſſ. Adam 


of the Adelphi, was tried a third 
time, when the plaintiff, earl 
Stanhope, obtained a verdict of 
1.500 l. damages, beſides coſts of 
ſuit. 8 | 
Some of the priſoners in 
the King's bench attempted 
th-ir eſcape 1n the following man- 
ner: deipairing of being liberated 
by the inſolvent bill, which has 
{lept ſo long in the houſe of lords, 
ne D-—s with a number of aſſo- 
ciates, aſſembled, and in a peremp- 
tory manner demanded the key of 


z0th., 


the priſon from the door-keeper, 
who, fearing the conſequences of a 


retulal, gave up the fame. D. 
thus in poſſeſſon of the key, in the 
height of his joy ran back into the 
priſon to give notice thereof; when 
the door-keeper immediately clap- 
ped too the door, which having a 
ſpring lock, and there being no 
key-hole within ſide, the inſurgents 
were in a moment as cloſe priſoners 
as if they had not the key. A guard 


was immediately ſent for, which has 


done duty at the priſon ever ſince; 
where things remain in a ſtate of 
tranquillity. . 
| Dublin, Auguſt 13. 
At a general meeting of the corps 
of Upper-Croſs and Coolock vo- 
lunteers, at the Centaur in Fiſh- 
amble- ſtreet, Tueſday the 1oth 
of Auguſt, 1784. 
Major M. Cormick, in the chair. 
Reſolved, That we view with 
the utmoſt abhorrence the cruel and 
unprovoked outrage committed on 


the perſon of Mr. Neal Flattery, a 


e 
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member of this corps, and a citi- 


zen, With other perſons of his fa. 
mily, by certain officers of the ar- 
my, on Monday the 2d inſtant; and 
that we conſider this as one of the 
evil effects of the unneceſſary aug- 
mentation of the military eſtabliſh- 
ment. | 
_ © Reſolved, That we pledge 
ourſelves in the moſt ſacred manner 
to each other, and to our .fellow- 
citizens, to hold ourſelves always 
prepared to aſſiſt the magillrates 
to repel any ſuch violence in fu- 
ture.“ * | 
Major M*Cormick reported his 
having received the following letter 
from col. lord Harrington, contain- 


ing a meſſage to be communicated 


to this corps. 

Dublin Barracks, Aug. 6, 1784. 

SIE, 3 

Having learned, with much con- 
cern, that an affray which happen- 
ed fome nights ago (wherein my 
name has appeared) has been im- 
puted to an intention on my part, 
and that of the officers of the ar- 
my, of offering an inſult to the 
corps of volunteers of this city, I 
took the earlieſt opportunity of en- 
deavouring to remove ſo ill- founded 
an impreſſion, by a meſſage, which 
I begged an officer of my regiment 
to deliver to you, of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy, viz. 
I am deſired by lord Harrington 


to wait on you, in conſequence of 
his having been informed that the 


unfortunate affray, which happened 
on Monday night on the Quay, is 
conſidered in the light of an inten- 
tional inſult on the volunteer corps; 
his lordſhip deſires me to aſſure 
you, ſir, and through you the corps 
to which you belong, that he is 
perſuaded, that there was not the 
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remoteſt intention of that kind; 


and that in regard to himſelt (whole 


name has been mentiqned in it) he 
never had an idea of treating with 
diſreipe, much leis of offering an 
| Injult, to you, or any other corps 
of volunteers.“ : 

Unde: ſtanding that you have ex- 

reſſed a wiſh, that the above meſ- 
95 ſhould be conveyed by letter, 
revious to its being communicated 
y you to the corps, I trouble you 

Witu this repetition of it. 

I am, Sir, 
Voor very humble 
and obedient ſervant, 
HARRINCGCTOR. 
To the commanding ofhcer 
of the Upper-Croſs, and 

Coolock volunteers. 

The duc de Chartres ſet 
off for France, being ſent for 
by order of the French King. 
Henry Morgan was com - 
| mitted to i\ewgate by Wil- 
liam Addington, eiq; charged, on 
his own confeſſion, with feloniouſly 
aſſaulting Charles Linton on the 
highway, in the Pariſh of St. Mar- 
tin 1n the Fields, in the county of 
Middleſex, and taking from his 
perſon a geld watch, two guineas 
and a half, and one ſhilling, his 
property. He alſo ſtands further 
Charged, on his own confeſſion, with 
the willul murder of the ſaid Charles 
Linton. 

Dublin, Aug. 27th. This morn- 
ing Mr. Dowling, printer of the 
Volunteers Journal, Dublin, was 
apprehenved” by juilice Graham, 

and carried before judge Robinſon, 
5 who committee him to Ne 1 gate, on 
a charge of high treaſon, at the ſuit 
of the crown, 

Diev. Aug. 5 h, at Matlock in 
Derbyſhire, Ann Clowes, aged 103, 


14th. 


17th. 


She meaſured 3 feet 9 inches in 
height, and weighed about 48 lb.— 
The houſe the reſided in was as di- 
minutive (in proportion) as herſelf, 
containing only one room, about 
eight feet ſquare, 


— — 
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SEPTEMBER 1784. 


City of York. 
At the Guildhall of the aid city, 
the firſt day of September, in 
the year of our Lord 1784, it 
was reſolved by the mayor and 
commonalty of the ſaid city, 
That the thanks of this corpo- 
ration here aſſembled be given to 
the right honourable Charles James 
Fox, the right honourable William 
Eden, William Joliffe, eſq; George 
Dempſter, eſq; and John Courte- 


' Nay, eſq; for their wiſe, ſtrenuous, 


and patriotic oppolition to the bill 
brought into parliament during the 


laſt ſeſſion, impoſing an additional 


duty on windows in lieu of part of 
the late duties on tea, which bill 
had been declared by the inhabi- 
tants of this city, at a general mect- 
ing, to be extremely impolitic, 
partial, compulſory, oppreſſive, and 
unjuſt, and which now appears to 
this corporation to lay a heavy and 
peculiar burthen upon the people of 
this kingdom. e 
« Reſolved alſo, That the thanks 
of this corporation be given to the 
forty members of parliament who 
divided againſt the third reading 
of the ſaid hill in the houſe of 
commons on the 1oth of Auguſt 
laſt. 5 
« Reſolved, That theſe reſolu- 
tions be entered into the corpora- 
tion books; that copies thereof be 
made and figned by the common 
ops clerk, 


» 2 ela r „ e 


W 
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clerk, and tranſmitted by him to 


the ſeveral gentlemen named in 
the fiiſt reſolution, and that the 
fame be publiſhed in both the York 
Papers. | | 
By order, 
| GEO. TowwnenD, 
Common clerk of the laid city.“ 
Extract of à leiter from Plymouth, 
| Sept 7. | 
% Laſt Thurſday morning, at 
ten o' clock, the remains of Sir Eyre 
Coote, K. B. were landed at the 
Jeity Head, in the dock-yard, the 


Bombay caſtle firing 21 minute 


guns. The corps of marines form- 
ing a live to the dock-gates. Drums 
beating a point ot war, colours fly- 
ing, muſic playing a ſoiemn dirge. 
The officers ſaluted the hearſe as it 
p fled them. In Fore- ſtreet, wo 
companies of royal artillery, the 
39th and 40 h regiments of foot, re- 
ceived (he body, forming themſelves 
into diviſions of fix abreail; the 


grenadiers and light intantry taking 


the lead. They - then proceeded 
through the towns of Dock, Store- 
houſe, and Plymouth, through the 
Glacis, to the gates of the citadel], 
where the lieutenant - governor, 
Campbell, received the body with 
every mark of reſpect. The two 
battalions and artillery formed on 
the parade, before the governor's 
houſe; the grenadiers and light 


Infantry, in four diviſions, eſcoried 
the hearſe to the chapel, the troops 


preſenting their arms; the drums 
beating, and muſic playing, 19 


minute guns were fired during this 


ceremony, and the body was depo- 
lited in the chapel with great ſo- 
kmaity and reſpect. The numerous 
crowds of ſpectators which attended, 
teſtified their regard to the memory 


ol fo great a man,” 
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Conſtantinople, Auguſi 9g. On the 
39 inttant the Porte received certain 
intelligence, that a terrible earth- 
quake had happened on the 23d of 


July, in the mountainous parts in 


the province of Ekilis, towards the 
frontiers of Armenia, by which the 
town of Hzerghen, or Arſingham, 
about fifty miles on the fide of Er- 
zerum, had been nearly deſtroyed, 
with the loſs of about fix thouſand 
inhabitants. Amongſt other ſuffer 
ers by this dreadful calamity, was 
Suleiman, Baſhaw of Erzeruin, late- 


ly promoted to that government . 


from the poſt of Chiaus Baſhi, chief 


ot the Purſuivants. This gentleman 


had proceeded as far as Ezerghen, 
with a ſuite of five handred people, 
of whom twelve only eſcaped. 

At mid-day on the 5th inſtant, 
the north wind being remarkably 
high, a fire broke out in the quarter 
of Conſtantinople called the Chire- 


mit Mahalefi, fituated towards the 


bottom of the harbours, which, for 
want of timely aſſiſtance, ſoon com- 


monicated to different houſes, and, 


in leis than two hcurs, extended to 


the town walk towards Fanar, and 
to the quarters of Cara Ghiumrak, 


Jeni Bakze, and Sara Gheriz, It 
continued burning twenty fix hours, 
and about ten thouſand houſes (moſt 
of which had been rebuilt Sos 
fire in 1782) were entirely con- 
ſumed. 5 
The populace took the horſes 18th. 
from the coach of the right 5 


hon. Charles james Fux, in Old- 


ſtreet, and ſubſtituted themſelves in 
their places. 

Henry Morgan, convicted 
laſt Friday for the wiiful 


of July, near St. Martin's-lane, by 
abbing him in the belly witha largy 
| | caſe· 


zoth. 
murder of Mr. Linton, on the 7th 
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devotion. 


28th. 


% 


caſe-knife, was executed on a ſcaf- 
fold erected before Newgate, At 


half palt ſix the convict came upon 
the ſcaffold with a book in his hand, 
and prayed in an audible voice, and 


with every appearance of ſervent 
ö In about a quarter of an 
hour the ordinary quitted the ſcaf- 
fold, wuen the malefactor, in an 
impaſſioned tone of voice, conti- 
nued to repeat Oh, my God, 
forgive all my fins! Lord, have 
mercy upon me! Chriſt Jeſus, re- 
ceive my foul?” and while utter- 
ing theſe ejaculations, the platform 


dropped, and after a few convulſive 
 Rrugoles, he became motionleſs. 


A woman and a child now came 
upon the ſcaffold, and had the hand 
of the malefattor ftroked ſeveral 
times upon their necks, under a no- 
tion of its removing wens. After 


.. hanging the vival time, the body 


was put into a ſhell, and carried 
to Surgeons hall, in order for diſ- 


ſection. 


Edm. Burke, of Beaconsfield, 
was broke open, and robbed of a ya- 


Tiety of plate, and other articles to 


a coniiderable value, 


The robbers 


came down from London in a phae- 


ton, which they had hired in Ox- 
e They broke open a 
ield-gate at the fide of the road, 


oppolite the avenue which leads u 


through the lawn to the back of 
the houſe, and there the horſes and 


phaeron were left in a corner of the 
field, as appeared by the marks of 


the wheels, the horſes, and the men. 
At about one, it is ſuppoſed, they 


came up to the houle, and having 


paſſed the left wing on the rear, 


they took their ſtand under a pear- 


tree, in the corner, where by the 
graſs being much trodden, it may 


| 


The houſe of the right hon. 
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be conjectured they ſtood about an 


hour, h 
DiE bp. At his houſe in 
Bermondſey, in Surrey, Rich- 
ard Ruſſell, eſq; in the commiſſion 
of the peace for that county. He 
died a batchelor, and has left, amon 
other legacies, 3oool. to the Mag- 
dalcn hoſpital ; zoool. to the Small- 
pox hoſpital ; 3oool. to the Lying- 
in hoſpital near Weſtminſter-bridge; 
cool. to the Surrey Diſpenſary ; 
20090]. for a monument to be ere&- 
ed in St. John's church, Southwark; 
gol. each to {ix young women to at- 
tend as pall-bearers on the night of 
his interment 3 2Gl. each to four 
other young women, who are to 
precede his corpſe, and ftrew flow- 
ers, whilſt the Dead March in Saul 
is to be played by the organiſt of 
St. John's; 100. to the reverend 
Mr. Groſe to write his epitaph, 
This ſum had been firſt left to Dr. 
Samue] Johanſon, but altered by a 
codicil in favour of the reverend 
Mr. Groſe. All the reſt of his pro- 
perty, aiter fale of his eſtates, to 
the Aſylum ſor young girls in Lam- 
beth pariſh, which, it is ſuppoſed, 
will amount to 15 or 16,0001. after 
all the legacies and funeral charges 
are defrayed. Eight of the acting 
magiſtrates in Surrey are requeſted 
in his will to attend his foneral ; and 
his executors are Sir Joſeph Maw- 
bey, bart. Samuel Gillam, Thomas 
Bell, and William Leavis, eſqrs. 
6th Dis p. Monday laſt at Big- 
_*. gleſwade, in Bedfordſhire, Mr, 
George Alexander Stevens, author 
of the celebrated Lecture on Heads, 
and many other humorous pieces. 


zoth. 
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54 87. James's, Oct. 1. T his day the 


Marquis 


CHRONIC LE. 


Marquis 4 Cordon. Envoy Extraor- 
dinary from the King of Sardinia, 


had his audience of leave of his 


Majeſty. 
And afterwards the Chevalier de 


pollon, his ſacceffor in the ſame cha- 


racer, had his firſt private audience 
of his Majeſty, to deliver his cre- 
dentials. 

To which they were ioduced 
by the Marquis of Carmarthen, his 
Majeſty's Principal Secretary of 
State for foreign affairs. 

4. A few days ago two very 
za fine young Arabs, a horſe and 
a mare, were preſented to his Ma- 
jcſty from Mr. Haſtings. They 
were brought from Bengal in the 
Atlas and Beſborough Eaſt-India- 
men. 

This evening, about ſix 
o'clock, as ſome boys were di- 
verting themſelves with throwing 
ſquibs round a ſmall bonfire in 
Duke*s Place, it being a kind of 
holiday among the Jews, a perſon 
who keeps a coffee-houſe near the 


7th. 


place being much exaſperated at 


their behaviour, took a loaded blun- 
derbuſs, and fired among them from 
a one pair of ſtairs window, whereby 
one boy was inſtantly ſhot dead, 
two others mortally wounded, be- 
ſides three more; after which he 
came down with a drawn cutlaſs, 


but being overpowered, was ſecured 


and lodged in the Poyltry-compter. 
—He was brought before the ſitting 
magiſtrates yelterday, and re- com- 
mitted for examination on Wedneſ- 
day next. 
V the boys which was ſhot on 
Thurſday night in Duke's Place, 
died in Bartholomew's hoſpital. 
21k. At the ſeſſions at the Old 
. which began — 


This morning another of 


1203 
William Morrow was indicted for 
ſealing a bag, containing 1000 J. 
and ſundry other ſums of money, che 
property of Meſſrs. Drummond and 
Co. bankers He was convicted on 
his own confeſſion, and other corro- 


borating circumſtances, for it did not 


come out by what means he got at 
the bag, which it appeared was kept 
in an iron cheſt in the ſtrong room, 
to the keys of which every clerk in 
the office had free acceſs in the way 
of buſineſs. His ſalary, with the 
perquiſities, did not exceed gol. a 


year, and of this he had only been 


in poſſeſſion ſince 1782; previous 
to that period he had only Gol. a 
year; yet Mr. Pygot, the ſtock- 
broker, had purchaſed for him gol. 
ſtock in Auguſt 1783, in the 3 per 
cents. conſols; on the 34 of Octo. 
ber 1783, purchaſed 5ol. ; on the 5 
of April 1784, purchaſed 2501.3; 

the 23d of July purchaſed 70l. Mr. 
Vright had purchaſed for him 5251. 


4 per cents. on the 36 of June 17843 


2041. 10s. 4 per cents. on the 3d of 
July 1784.3 2621. 105. on the 7th 
of September 1784. When the pri- 
ſoner bought the firſt 4001. he 1 

he had received 260 l. from a friend 


in the country, the other 2001. he 


had ſaved from his ſalary. When 
he bought the next 2col. he ſaid 
he had part from a lady at Lancaſter, 
the other part he had raiſed by ſell. 
Ing par: out of the 3 per cents. The 


third ſum, he ſaid, from the ſale of 
all his 3 per cent. ſtock.—His coun- 


ſel did not deny the fact; but en- 
deavoured to prove him at times 
inſane; but lord Loughborough, 
before whom he was tried, obſerv- 


ed, that if a man was deprived of 


his reaſon, he was certainly an ob- 
ject of compaſſion, not of puniſh= 
ment; but here was a regular plan, 

| a habit 


aid 


IMP 
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habit with too much method to be 

compatible with the plea ſet up. 
Singularity of conduct gives no pro- 
tection. The jury found him guilty, 
but recommended him to mercy. 


Lord Loughborough, lord 


23d. chief juſtice of the common- 
pleas, in conjunction with the Re- 
corder of London, who do the Old 
Bailey buſineſs this ſeſſions, were on 
Saturday moved by Mr. counſellor 


Chetwood, in behalf of captain Ken- 


neth Mackenzie, who ſtands charg- 
ed with the wilful murder of a pri- 
vate man at Cape Coaſt, on the 
coaſt of Africa, in order to his being 


tried, bailed, or diſcharged. The 


application to the court was on the 
round of the hardſhips the captain 


ſuſtained by the proſecution, not 
having brought over his witneſſes 


when they brought over the wit- 
nedſſes for the crown. The nature 
of the perſons the captain had to 
deal with, whom he took to Cape 
Coaſt, viz. capital felon convicts 
who had received his majeſty's mer- 
ey on condition of tranſportation for 
life, among whom was that well- 
known deſperado, Patrick Madan, 


and the deceaſed, who had three 


times received his majeſty's mercy. 
That they had bored a hole in the 

Hull of the ſhip in order to fink her, 
with other ads of deſperation, and 


that the act of the priſoner was an 
act of neceſſity. That the veſſel. 


ſent out for the captain's witneſſes 
was not returned, and in all human 
Pein never might; and there- 

ore he prayed he might be tried, 
bailed, or diſcharged. 

The court in anſwer ſaid, that it 
certainly was a peculiar misfortune 
to the priſoner to labour under ſuch 
difficulties. With regard to the 


facts, this was not the time to inveſ- 


tigate them, and with reſpect to the 
ſhip having been ſent out for the 
captain's witneſſes, it was done by 
an order of government at the cap. 
tain's requeſt. That he was at li. 
berty to go to trial if he pleaſed, 
and would venture it without the 


witneſſes he had ſent for, but with 


regard to diſcharging, the court 
could not do that. With reſpect to 
bailing, the attorney- general, who 
was out of town, had not been ſerved 
with any notice, and it would be 
highly indecent to do it either with- 


_ out his conſent, or without his know- 


ledge, if the court was competent to 
it; but they were of opinion the 
court of King's-bench muſt be ap- 
plied to, as was done 1n the caſe of 
captain David Roache, who had 
killed a man at the Cape of Good 
Hope, and who had applied to the 
ſeſſions of Qyer and Terminer to be 
tried, bailed, or diſcharged, but 
who was referred to the court of 
King's-bench, where he was after- 
wards bailed, The motion there- 
fore fell of courſe, and captain 
Mackenzie ordered to remain ſtill 


in Newgate. 


„ . 
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Bruſſels, Now. 8. Accounts have 
been received here, that laſt night 
the Dutch broke one of their dikes 
near Lillo, by which ſeveral perſons 


were drowned. They attempted to 


break a ſecond, but were prevented 
by the Imperial troops. This event 
has ſpread an alarm at Oſtend, and 
has occaſioned an extraordinary di- 


ligence in completing the works on 


the ramparts there. 


| Yeſterday afternoon a Dutch mail 
arrived, 


arrived, which brought the follow - 
ing intelligence: 

Antwerp, Now. 8. There was a 
real and ſerious cannonade this day 
from the Dutch fort of Cruyſſchans; 
it was directed againſt the inhabi- 
tants, ſubjects to the emperor, occu· 
pied in repairing a breach, from 
which they feared the farther pro- 
greſs of the inundation already be- 
gun, and their entire ruin; a ſhot 
even entered a farm houſe at ſome 
diſtance, in which was a piquet of 
Imperial infantry. The night be- 
fore was a prelude to what is to 
happen this day; for the Dutch 
have already fired ſome muſket-ſhot 


on the patrole of the Imperial 


troops, which, as uſual, ſurrounded 
the territory of his Imperial ma- 
jeſty. 1 
Naples, Nov. 16. There is at 
this moment a flight eruption of 
lava from Mount Veſuvius, which, 
ſo far from alarming, gives uni- 
verſal ſatisfaction here, as a few 
days ago a ſhock of an earthquake 
was felt at Naples. The earth- 
quakes ſtill continue with ſome force 
in Calabria, ſometimes towards Ca- 
tanzaro, and at other times in the 
neiphbourhood of Reggio. 

20th . The long-conteſted cauſe 
between John Gallini, eſq; 
and the truſtees ot the king's theatre, 
was finally determined by the lord 
chancellor, in favour of the latter; 
the temporary receivers were diſ- 
charged, and the ſaid truſtees con- 
firmed in their right of, managing 
the property for the benefit of the 
creditors. Counſel for the truſtees, 
Mr, ſolicitor-general, Mr. Selwyn, 


and Mr. Evance; ſolicitors, Meſſ. 


Harbone and Seton of the Adelphi. 


22d, The following extraordinary 


affair came before the Bow- 


CHRONICLE. 


ſtreet magiſtrates : Count Duroure, 


who has made ſo much noife about 


town, ſome little time ſince got ac- 
quainted with a gentleman of the 
law, who lent him his aſſiſtance to 
extricate him from difficulties he 
was involved in: -having acceſs to 


his friend's table, who was married 


to a young lady of ſome accompliſh- 
ments, the Count, by his attentions, 
inſinuated himſelf fo far into her 


affections, as to prevail upon her to 


elope with him to France. He ſent 
off his baggage to Dover, whither 
he was to follow in a day or two. 
The huſband, by a laconic letter 
from the lady, received the firſt in- 


timation of her infidelity. Aſter a 


very minute enquiry, he diſcovered, 
that the lady and her paramour were 
at a bagnio in Leiceſter-fields, whi- 
ther he went on Sunday night, ac- 
companied with ſome friends, and 
being guided to the room, -defired 
admittance, which was refuſed ; up- 


on this he forced open the door, and 


the moment he entered the Count 
fired upon him; the ball went 
through his hat without doing him 


any miſchief. The Count's conduct 


appeared in ſo extraordinary a 
light to the magiſtrates, that for the 


purpoſe of more ſecurity he was 


committed to Newgate. 


King againſt Wooldridge. 
* This day the long-depending 


cauſe was again argued in the court 


of King's- Bench, be fore lord Mans- 


field and Mr. Juſtice Buller. Mr. 
Garrow, as junior counſel, after a 
very handſome apology for his youth 


and inexperience, craved the indul- 


gence of the court, His firſt argu- 
ment went to the informality of the 
return to the mandamus, which, al- 
though by no means the ground that 
he mean; to ſet his foot upon, yet 


Was * 
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Was in itſelf ſafficient to inſure ſac- 
ceſs to his client. He then, by a 
chain of very clear deductions and 
appoſite caſes, a great variety of 
which he quoted, ſtated his objec- 
tions to the words of the return ; but 
the-court declining to enter directly 
into the merits, Mr. Garrow judi- 
ciouſly (as Mr. Juſtice Buller after- 
wards ſaid) abandoned his inten- 
tions, and went boldly to the gene- 
ral queſtions. * eee 
The firſt charge was a pretended 
embezzlement of a part of Sir James 
Langham's charity to ſoldiers and 
ſailors, the alderman having drawn 
on the chamberlain for the fum of 


four: pounds, payable to James Aſ- 


pell, from whom he took a receipt, 
whereas in fact it was alledged that 
he paid Aſpell only one guinea, and 


appropriated the remainder to his 


own uſe. Mr. Garrow denied the 


fact—his client had bona fide diſtri- 


buted the money according to the 
true intent of the donor's will, and 
there was no averment in the peti- 
tion of the inhabitants of Bridge- 
whrd to the- contrary—but it was 
meritoriouſly diſtributed to ſeveral 
perſons inſtead of one perſon— Ad- 
mitting the fact, it was at moſt 
but a miſapplication, which, ac- 
cording to the doctrine held by 
Holt, chief juſtice, in the Ning 
againſt Chalk, in the borough of 
Wilton, 1 Raymond, fo. 225, a 
miſapplication of corporation mo- 


ney was no cauſe of a motion, be- 
cauſe an action will lie againſt the 


party.“ — He quoted an tnfinite 

number of other caſes, together with 
lord Mansfield's former opinions, 
corroborating this poſition 1n many 
points of view. He then made 
ſome ſtriking obſervations upon the 
nature of charitable donations veſted 


the ſubſtitutes, 


in the hands of corporations, and 
furniſhed the court with much en- 
tertainment at the expence of Mr. 
Chamberlain Wilkes, in his late 
correſpondence with Mr. Joſiah 
Dornford. | RIP 
The ſecond charge was extorting 
15 J. from William Parry, nine gui- 
neas of which he received under pre- 
tence of raiſing two ſubſtitutes, the 
ſaid Parry having been diſcharged 
by the alderman from a criminal 
proſecution, on condition of ſerving 
his majeſty. He averred that it did 
not appear, either from the petition 


or the return of the mandamus, that 


the alderman had not aQually raiſed 
But ſuppoſe it was 
not ſo, this was no crime in his cli- 
ent's corporate capacity. The al- 
derman ſhould have been indiQed, 
and the record of conviction might 
have operated. If an alderman was 
thus to be ouſted of his freehold, 
contrary to the great charter, where 
the ſame parties were accuſers, 
Judges, witneſſes, and jury men, then 
a member of a corporation was in 
ſuch a miſerable ſtate as no other 
citizen could poſſibly be placed. It 
every eircumſtance which was con- 
tra bonas mores” was to be puniih- 
ed in this ſummary way, perhaps 
gluſteny and drunkenneſs (of which 


crimes he did not preſume the cor- 


poration in queſtion were guilty) 
might be made grounds of a mo- 


tion. He here likewiſe quoted a 


variety of precedents analogous t0 
his purpoſe, particularly King and 
corporation Glouceſter, 5 Eulſtrode, 
—and Bag's caſe in lord Coke. 
His client's crimes had former!) 
been held up in the form of an 
Hydra, but they were now ſhrunk 
into a Cerberus; there being only 
a third charge, viz, that of impri- 
ſon ment 


bim. 
berlain elected an alderman when 


CHRONICLE, 25% 


ſonment for debt upon eſcape war- 
rants. The liberality of the pre- 
ſent day held bankruptcy to be no 
cauſe of disfranchiſement; how then 
ſhould impriſonment ? and this was 


clear in the determination of the Li- 


verpool caſe, reported 2d Burrows, 
folio 723. He bere, with great 
force and feeling, painted the miſ- 
chiefs that might ariſe from ſuch a 
power being veſted in corporations, 
as to disfranchiſe for involuntary 
abſence. What opinions had the ci- 
tizens hitherto held? had they been 
always fo ſcrupulouſly exact? Al- 
derman Lee was four years abſent 


an agent for congreſs, then in open 
arms againſt this country; alderman 


Peckham abroad four or five years 


to recover his health; the late al- 


derman Bridgen had not attended 


duty for nine years, only in the laſt 
aft of his political life he had expi- 


ated all his offences ariſing from neg- 
lect, by giving a caſting vote for the 


preſent worthy recorder (a general 


laugh.) Where were the disfran- 
chiſements at that time? On the 
contrary, his unhappy client, after 


being ruined by the American war, 


ſtripped of his property by a ſecond 
commiſſion of bankruptcy (ſince 
proved to have been iſſued illegally) 


had all the power and the vengeance 


of the corporation poured forth upon 
Was not the preſent cham- 


under a more ſevere predicament ? 
Mr. Garrow then, in a very animat- 
ed manner, drew his concluſion, and 
craved judgment of the court, to 


 reliore Mr. Wooldridge to his ſeat 


— 


amongſt the elders of the city. 
_ Mr, Gibbs anſwered, in a very 


' ingenious ſpeech, in which he ad- 


duced two caſes, that claimed the 


attention of the court, in ſupport of 


Modern, fol. 33. 


the third charge—firſt caſe, King 
and Truebody, a capital burgeſs of 
Leſtwithel, in Cornwall, 2 Ray- 
mond, fol. 1275—and King and 
Glyde, a member of the corpora - 
tion of Exeter, reported in 4h 
Both of theſe 
caſes went to this point, that a-cor- 
porator being removed out of the 
juriſdiction, and being incapalle of 
performing his duty, it was held 
good ground to remove him. Mr. 
Gibbs uſed ſeveral other forcible 
arguments, and was replied to by 


Mr. Garrow. 


Lord Mansfieid.— The caſe has 
been well argued, He was always 
deſirous, that corporation queſtions 
might be defined with as much ac- 
curacy as poſſible. The firſt charge, 
reſpecting Sir John Langham's cha- 
rity, does not ſeem to be a {uflicient 
ground, it is not charged to be done 
corruptly. The ſecond, if true, 
was an offence as a juſtice of the 
peace, and therefore agaiai: the ge- 
neral law of the land—muſt be a 


previous conviction. The laſt head 
is of great conſequence. The two 
caſes, adduced by Mr. Gibbs, muſt 


be well conſidered. A man is not 
a corporator for his own fake— 
when he ceaſes to be in a condition 
to perform the duty, the queſtion is, 
whether he ought to remain. His 
lordſhip therefore defired to nave 3 


further hearing on the third head, 


in the courſe of next term. 
Mr. Juſtice Buller. — The firſt 
charge, clearly no offence againſt 


the corporation. The ſecond, merely 


a ſubject for common law, and there - 
fore there muſt be a previous con- 
viction. The third, he defired, a 
farther argument, to be treated un- 
der two heads; namely, firit, how 
far it may aſfe& the public admint- 
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ſtration of juſtice: ſecondly, to what 
extent it may militate with the wel- 
fare of the city and corporation. 
Lord Mansfield aſſented. And 
thus Mr. Wooldridge has complete - 
ly ſucceeded in the two moſt impor- 
tant points, and has only to wait 
until next term for a ſolemn adju- 
dication of the third. 
30 b. county of Dublin, in Ireland, 
received his ſentence from the court 
of King's- Bench, to be impriſoned 
for one week, and to pay a fine of 


five marks. | 


— —— 


DECEMBER, 1784. 


a A moſt remarkable murder 
it. was perpetrated in the follow- 
"Ing manner, by a journeyman bar- 
ber that lives near Hyde Park Cor- 
ner, who had been for a long time 
paſt jealous of his wife, but could 
no way bring it home to her: a 
young gentleman by chance coming 
into his maſter's ſhop to be ſhaved 
and dreſſed; and, being in liquor, 
mentioned his having ſeen a fine 
girl home to Hamilton-ſtreet, from 
whom he had certain favours the 


night before, at the ſame time de- 


ſcribing her perſon ; the barber, 
concluding it to be his wife, in the 
height of his frenzy cut the gen- 
tleman's throat from ear to ear, 
and abſconded. 85 
Extradt M a letter from Dublin, Dec. 4. 
3 Saturday laſt three attach- 
An. ments were granted (unleſs 
cauſe to the contrary is ſhewn) by 
the court of King's- Bench, againſt 
the three magiſtrates who convened 
the freeholders of the county of 
Mayo, agreeably to a requiſition, 
for the purpole of conſidering of the 


The high ſheriff of the 


208] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1784-c. 


neceſlity of a parliamentary reform, 
and to elect delegates to meet in 
national congreſs. 

| On caſting up the ſcrutin 
Sth. at the Faſt India houſe i 
Leadenhall-ftreet, for the election of 
a ditector in the room of Charles 
Boddam, eſq ; deceaſed (exclufive 


of five double ballots, which were 


of courſe thrown out as illegal) the 
numbers ſtood — 
For James Moffatt, eſq; 373 
Thomas Pattle, jun. eſq; 28; 


Majority 88 


lith., At eleven o'clock came on 

before lord chief baron Skyn- 
ner and a ſpecial jury, at Guildhall, 
the new trial directed by the court 
of Exchequer, in an action of da- 
mages brought by captain Sutton, 
of the Iſis, againſt commodore John- 
ſtone, who commanded a fleet bound 
to the Eaſt-Indies. The latter had 
put the former under arreſt at Port 
Praya, alledging, that the captain 
had not done his duty in the action 
which took place with Monſieur 
Suffrein's ſquadron in that port. 
The new trial was granted at the in- 
ſtance of the commodore, to relieve 
himſelf from a former verdict ob- 
tained by the captain on the ſame 
action, for five thouſand pounds. 
There being a greater number of 
witneſſes than were, perhaps, ever 
examined in any cauſe, the trial 
laſted all the day on Saturday, the 
whole night, and yeſterday until two 


o'clack, when the jury gase a ver- 


did in favour of captain Sutton, for 
{ix thouſand pounds.—There never 
was an inſtance in this kingdom, 
before this, of a trial for damage! 
that occupied the attention of 2 
court for twenty-ſix bours without 
intermiſſion. f 
The 


2 The remains of the much- 
20th» 1,mented Dr. Samuel John- 
ſon were interred in Weſtminſter- 
abbey. The proceſſion, conſiſting 
of a Lare and ſix with the corpſe, 
and ten mourning coaches and four, 
ſer out from Bolt- court, Fleet- ſtreet, 
a few minutes after twelve o' clock, 
being followed by ſeveral gentle- 
men's carriages, moſt of the com- 
pany in which were in mourning. 
At one o' clock the corpſe arrived at 
the abbey, where it was met by Dr. 
Taylor, (who read the funeral ſer- 
vice) and ſeveral prebends, con- 
ducted to the Poet's corner, and 
laid cloſe to the remains of David 
Garrick, eſq. The principal mourn- 
ers on this ſolemn occaſion were 
Sir Joſhua Reynolds, Mr. Edmund 
Burke, Sir John Hawkins, Mr. 
Colman, and the deceaſed's faithful 
black ſervant. There were preſent 
beſides, Doctor Horſley, General 
Paoli, Mr. Steevens, Mr. Malone, 
Rev, Mr, Strahan, Mc.Hoole, Mr. 
Nichols, and other diſtinguiſhed 
perſons. A great concourſe of peo- 
ple were aſſembled, who behaved 


with a degree of decency ſuitable to 


the ſolemn occaſion. 


28th, ſhort himſelf in his lodgings 
at one of the hotels in Covent- Gar- 
den, He was a young man of cha- 
rater and diſtinction, lately return- 
ed from the Eaſt-Indies, where he 

d acquired a genteel competency; 
but from the extravagancies of youth, 


had expended his fortune, and found 


himſelf in very embarraſſed circum- 
ſtances. He had ruminated on his 
fate with the greateſt deliberation 
for ſeveral days, and had conciliated 
dis mind to that awful and horrible 
deſtiny, ro which his proud ſpirit 
and precipitation hurried him. Hav- 
ing wren ſeveral letters to his 
OL. XXVII. ; » ; 
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Dec. 24- 


J. Mackintoſh, jun. eſq; 


[20g] 


friends, and one to a paſtry-cook 
under the Piazzas, to whom he was 
indebred about 21. and whom he 
ordered to call on a certain gentle- 
man on Thurſday next for pay- 
ment, mentioning at the ſame time, 
that he piſtol was at his head, he, 
with the greateſt compoſure, ſeized 
the fatal inſtrument, and put a period 
to his exiſtence. - He was a young 
gentleman of about rineteen years, 


upwards of ſix feet high, and of a 


handſome and agreeable aſpect. 


2 
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BIRTHS for the year 1784. 


1783. Her ſerene high- 
neſs the princeſs of Wir⸗ 
temberg, of a princeſs. 


Feb. 2. The right hon. the coun- 


teſs of Weſtmoreland, of 
a ſon, _ | 
4. The right hon. lady Al- 
gernon Percy, of two 
ſons, | | 
12. The right hon. viſ- 
counteſs Maitland, of a 
1 5 | 
14. The righthon. lady Louiſa 
Macdonald, of a (on. | 
Match 23. The right hon. lady St. 
John, of a fon and heir. 
April 12. The lady of the hon. col. 
Rodney, of a ſon. 
Her royal highneſs prin- 
ceſs Sophia Frederica, 
conſort to prince Frederic 
of Denmark, of a daugh- 
ter, | | 
7. The lady of Philip Yorke, 
eſq; of a ſon and heir. 
The right hon. lady viſ- 
counteſs Chewton, of a 
ſon and heir, 
Sunday laſt, of a ſon, 
viſcounteſs Tournour. 


July 


May 2. 


June 13. 


b. 
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July 15. The right hon. the coun- 
teſs Traquair, of a ſon. 
21. Lady Frances Alicia Ben- 


yon, of a ſon. fe 


Aug. 6. Viſcounteſs Stormont, of 

a ſon. | | 

10. Lady of his grace the 
lord archbiſhop of Ca- 
ſhel, of a ſon. 
Counteſs of Leiceſter, of 
a daughter. 

24. Lady of the right. hon. 


William Eden, of a April 13. 


daughter. 


Lady Page, of a daughter. 


Sept. 2. Ducheſs of Beaufort, of 

a ſon. | 
13. Hereditary princeſs of 

| Baden, of a prince. 

Oct. 9. Lady of the hon Francis 
Talbot, brother to ihe 
earl of Shrewſbury, of a 
daughter. 


14. The princeſs of Aſturias, 


of a ſon, 
Lady of lord George Ca- 
vendiſh, of a ſon. 
16. Right hon. lady Deer- 
| hurſt, of a ſon and heir, 
22, Archducheſs of Milan, of 
e @ princels. 
28, Lady of the Grand Sig- 
nior, of a princeſs, 
Nov. 22. Lady viſcounteſs Galway, 
of a daughter, 


7. Lady of the hon. John 


Buyng, of a fon. 
1 29. Lady Lewiſham of a ſon; 
Dec. 2. Right hon. lady Frances 


Morgan, of a daughter. 
 Lately,thegrandducheſs 


of Ruſſia, of a princeſs. 


14. Queen of Naples, of a 


princeſs. 
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| MARRIAGES for the year 1784. 


Jan. 9. Col. ThomasDundas, of 


Feb. 5, 


26. 


May 5. 


14. 


23. 
cond ſon of Sir H. Bridge- 


28. 


Fingaſk, to lady Eliza- 
beth Eleonora Home, 

eldeſt daughter of the earl 

of Home. 
The hon. and rev. Edward 
Venables Vernon, to la- 
dy Anne Leveſon Gower. 
John Boyd, eſq; ſon of Sir 
John Boyd, bart. to Miss 
Harley, daughter to the 
right hon. Thomas Har- 
ley. 
The right hon. lord Na- 
pier, to Miſs Clavering, 
eldeſt daughter of Sir 
Thomas Clavering, bart. 
— Byron, eſq; to the 
hon. Miſs Talbot, niece 
to the earl of Shrewſ⸗ 
bury. 


The right bon. lord Clive, 


to the right hon. lady 
Henrietta Herbert, ſiſter 
to the earl of Powis. 
Captain Hervey, of the 
royal navy, to the right 
hon. lady Louiſa Nugent, 

daughter to earl Nu- 

gent, of the kingdom dr 
Ireland. 


The right hon. lord Sal- 


toun, to Miſs Fraſer, 
daughter to Simon Fra- 
ſer, eſq. | | 
The right hon. lord Llan- 
daff, to lady Catherine 
Skeffington, ſiſter to tne 
ear] of Maſſarene. 
John Bridgeman, eſq; ſe- 


man, bart. to Miſs Worl- 
ley, daughter of the right 
hon. lady Eliz. Worlley. 
The hon. George Ferd:- 
nand Fitzroy, eldeſt ſon 
of lord Southampton, to 
Miſs Keppel, daughter to 
the late hiſhopof Exetpr- 


* 
Evan 


29. 


July 14. 
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Evan Law, eſq; ſon of 


the Biſhop of Carliſle, to 


Miſs Markham, daugh- 


ter of the archbiſhop of 
York. 

The right hon. lord viſ- 
count Falmouth, to Miſs 
Crewe, daughter of John 
Crewe, eſq; of Bolef- 
worth-Caſtle, in Cheſhire, 
— Cumberland, eſq; 
to Miſs Hobart, daugh- 
ter of the hon. Mr. Ho- 
bart. 


21. The right hon. William 
Wnydham, brother to the 


31. 


earl of Egremont, to Miſs 
Harford, natural daugh- 


ter of Jord Baltimore, 


and late Mrs. Morris. 


James Trail, eſq; to the 


right hon. lady Janet 


Sinclair, ſiſter to the earl 


of Caithneſs. 


lug 6. Thomas Ord, eſq; to 


Mrs. Broderick, widow 


of Edward Broderick, 


eſq; 


11. Right hon. lord Balgonie, 


17. 


81. 


ment for the county of 
Glouceſter, to the hon. 


to Mrs. 


eldeſt ſon of the earl of 
Leven and Melville, to 
Miſs Thornton, daughter 
of John Thornton, eſq; 
of Clapham. 

The hon. admiral Digby, 
Jauncy, eldeſt 
daughter of Andrew El- 
hott, late governor of 
New York. 

The hon. John Cranfield 


Berkeley, one of the re- 


preſentatives in parlia- 


Miſs Charlotte Lenox, 
daughter of lord George 
Lenox, brother to the 
duke of Richmond. 


28. 


Sept. 9. 


23. 


28. 


princeſs 
Heſſe-Caſſel. | ; 
Honourable capt. Doug- 
las, of the firſt regiment. 
of foot-guards, to Miſs 7 


Oct. 4. 


Nov. 10. 


Lord. St. Aſaph, ſon to 
the earl of Aſhburnham, 
to the hon. Miſs Thynne, 
third daughter of lord 
viſcount Weymouth, 


Richard Pepper Arden, 


eſq; his majeſty's attor- 
ney general, to Miſs Wil, 
braham Bootle, eldeſt 
daughter of Richard Wil- 
braham Bootle, eſq. 
Montagu Wilſon, eſq; to 
Miſs Hobart,eldeſt daugh- 
ter of the hon, Henry Ho- 
bart, brother to the earl 
of Buckingham. 


Prince Charles of Meck- 
lenburgh Strelitz, ſecond 


brother to her majeſty, to 


Laſcelles. | 

Richard Langley, eſq; to 
the hon. Miſs Willough- 
by, daughter of the right 


hon. ny lord Middle- 


ton. 


16. Earl of Fuſton, eldeſt ſon © 
of the duke of Grafton, to 


| ſecond daughter of the 
ducheſs of Glouceſter, and 
ſiſter to the preſent coun- 


18. 


only daughter of the hon. 


lady Horatio Waldegrave, 


teſs of Waldegrave. 


Reginald Pole Carew, eſq; 


to Miſs Jemima Yorke, 


John Yorke. 


29. Thomas Bovet, eſq; to | 


the hon. Miſs e 

daughter of the right hon. 
and rev. lord Francis Sey- 
mours and niece to the 


duke of Somerſet. 
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. Principal PROMOTIONS for the 
Year 1784; from the London Ga- 
q gelle, te. | f | 


Dec. 26, 1783. The right hon. 
James Grenville, 'to be of his 
maj*ſty's moſt honourable privy 
council. 

— 30. Thomas Pitt, eſq; the 
dignity of a baron of the kingdom 
of Great Britain, by the title of lord 
Camelford, baron of Boconnoc, in 
the county of Cornwal, 
| Heneage, earl of Ayles- 
ford, Thomas, lord Walſingham, 
and the right hon. William Wynd- 


ham Grenviile, to be of his ma- 


jeſty's moſt honourable privy coun- 
Eil, | | 
Thomas, earl of Clarendon, to 


be chancellor of the duchy and coun- 


ty palatine of Lancaſter. 1 
Jan. 1, 1784. Philip, earl of 
Cheſterfield, to be bis majeſty's am- 
baſſador extraordinary and pleni- 
potentiary to the king of Spain. 
— 2. Arthur Stanhope, eſq; to 
be his majeſty's ſecretary of embaſſy 
to the king of Spain. . 
Heneage, earl of Aylesford, to 
be captain of the yeomen of his 
majeſty's guard. „ 
George, lord de Ferrars, to be 
captain of his majeſty's band of 
gentlemen penſioners. 
John, ear] of Galloway, to be one 
of the gentlemen of his majeſty's 
bed-chamber. 
| — 6. Charles, earl of Tanker- 
ville, and Henry Frederic, lord 
Carteret, to the office of poſt-maſter 
general, | 
The right hon, fir George Yonge, 
bart. to be his majeſty's ſecretary 
at War. 
 *— 7. Philip, earl of Cheſter- 
field; to be of his majeſty's moſt 
honourable privy council. 


— 13. The right hon. Thomas 
Kelly, to be cne of the juſtices of 
the court of Common Pleas in the 
kingdom of Ireland, wice Godfrey 
Pitt, eſq; deceaſed. | 

Sir Samuel Bra4itreer, bart. Alex- 
ander Croukſhank, eſq; and Pe- 
ter Merge, eſq; to be jaſlices of 
the court of King's - Bench and 
Common Pleas, and a baron of the 
court of Exchequer, in the king. 
dom of Ireland, reſpeQively, in ad- 
dition to the number of juſtices 
heretofore appointed for the ſaid 
courts. | 

— 31. Hugh, duke of Nor- 
thumberland, to the dignity of a 


baron of the kingdom of Great 


Britain, by the title of lord Lo- 
vaine, baron of Alnwick in the 
county of Northumberland, during 


his natural life, with remainder to 


his ſecond ſon, lord Algernon 
Percy, 0 

The right hon. Henry Frederic 
Carteret, to the dignity of a baron 
of the kingdom of Great Britain, 
by the title of baron Carter of 
Hawnes in the county of Bedford, 
with remainder to the ſecond and 
other ſons of lord viſcouut Wey- 
mouth. . 

Edward Eliot, eſq; to the dig- 
rity of a baron of the kingdom of 
Great Britain, by the title of baron 


Eliot, of St. Ger mains, in the coun- 


ty of Cornwal. 

Richard Gamon, eſq; to be one 
of his majeſty's commiſſioners for 
the management of the duties on 
ſalt. | 

Thomas Aſtle, eſq; to the office 
of keeper of che rolls and records of 


the court of chancery in the tower 


of London. F 

Lately, the right hon. Iſaac Barre, 
to be clerk ofithe pells in the court 
of Exchequer. » 


Feb. 
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Feb. 9. Lord George Henry 
Lenox, to be of his majeſty's moſt 
honourable privy council. 

— 10. The earl of Effingham, 
to the office of maſter and worker 
of his majeſty's mint. 

Lord George Henry Leno, to 
be conſtable of the tower of Lon- 
don, and his majeſty's lieutenant 
and cuſtos rotulorum of the tower 
hamlets. 

The honourable John Thomas 
Townſhend, to be one of his ma- 
jeſty's under-ſecretaries of ſtate for 

the home department. 

Sir Edmund Affleck, bart. to be 
rear admiral of the blue. 

— 11. Charles, duke of Rut- 


land, to be lieutenant-general and 


pn governor of his mazeſty's 
kingdom of Ireland. | 

The prince of Wales has 
been pleaſed to make the following 


appointments in his royal highneſs's 
houſhold, viz, 


2 412. 


Colonel Hulſe, to be comptroller 


of the houſhold. 2 | 

Colonel Stevens and lieutenant- 
colonel St. Leger, to be grooms of 
the bed-chamber. 


Major Churchill, and the ho- 


nourable captain Ludlow, to be 
equerries. 

— 21. The reverend William 
Buller, D. D. to the dignity of 
dean of the cathedral church of Ex- 
eter, vice Dr. Jeremiah Milles. 

The reverend George Prettyman, 
M. A. to the dignity of a preben- 
dary of the collegiate church of 
_ Weſtminſter, vice the rev. William 

Stockwood. | 
The reverend Edward Wilſon, 
M. A. to the dignity of a pre- 
bendary of his majeſty's free cha- 
pel of Windſor, vice Dr. William 


Lieutenant-general William Au- 
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guſtus Pitt, to be commander in 
chief of his majeſty's land forces it! 


Ireland. | | 

— 24. Richard, earl of Morn- 
ington, and Thomas Orde, eſq; to 
be of his majeſty's moſt honourable 
privy council for the kingdom of 
Ireland. a, | 

Thomas Orde, eſq; appointed by 
the lord lieutenant of Ireland to be 


| his chief ſecretary. 


— 28. Richard, earl of Shan- 
non, George, viſcount Mount Edg- 
cumbe, and Thomas, lord Walſing- 


ham, to the office of vice-treaſurer 
of the kingdom of Ireland. 


David Reid, eiq; to be one of 
his majeſty's commiſſioners for the 
receipt and management of the 
cuſtoms and other duties in Scot- 
land. a 
March 5. Joſhua John, lord 
Carysfort, inveſted a knight of 


the moſt illuſtrious order of St. Pa- 


trick, 5 

— 8, William Fraſer, Stephen 
Cottrel, and Evan Nepean, eſ- 
quires, to be commiſſioners for ex- 
ecuting the office of keeper of the 
privy ſeal. 5 e 

George, earl of Orford, to the 
office of ranger and keeper of St. 
James's park. . | 

— 27, Ralph Heathcote, eſq; 
his majeſty's miniſter pleniporen=- 
tiary to the elector of Cologne, 
to be alſo his miniſter plenipo- 
tentiary to the landgrave of Heſſe 


Caſſel. 


The reverend Claudius Crigan, 
A. B. nomina'ed by the ducheſs 
dowager of Athol, to be biſhop of 
the iſle of Man and Sodor, vice Dr. 
George Malon, and confirmed by 
his majeſty. 


Robert, lord viſcount Galway, 


to be comptroller of his majeſty's 
The | 


houſhold. | 
[P] 3 


214) ANNUAL REGISTER, 1784-4. 


The right honourable William 
Wyndham Grenville, and Conſtan- 
tine John, lord Mulgrave, to the 
office of receiver and' pay-maſter 
general of his majeſty's forces. 
Lloyd Kenyon, eſq; to the office 
of maſter or keeper of the rolls or 
records in chancery, vice ſir Thomas 
Sewel. 

— 28. Richard Hopkins, eſq; 
to be one of his majeſty's commiſ- 
ſioners for executing the office of 
bigh admiral, vice John Mody ford 
Hey wood, eſq. e 
' — 29. © The honourable Richard 


Howard, appointed by the queen to 


be ſecretary and comptroller of her 

majeſty's houſhold. ies 
e — 30. Richard Pepper Arden, 
eſq; to be his majeſty's attorney- 
general, vice Lloyd Kenyon, eſq. 
Richard Pepper Arden, eſq; to 
the ſeveral offices of chief juſtice of 
the counties of Denbigh and Mont- 
gomery, and juſtice of the counties 
of Cheſter and Flint, wice Lloyd 
Kenyon, elq. | 

The hon. James Luttrel, to the 
office of maſter ſurveyor of his ma- 
jeſty's ordnance. | Eb 
April 2. Lloyd Kenyon, eſq; to 
be of his majeſty's moſt honourable 
privy council. | 

— 3. Sir Richard Reynel, bart. 
to be one of his majeſty's commil- 
Honers for the management of the 
duties on ſalt. | . 

— 7. Archibald Macdonald, 

eſq; to be his majeſty's ſolicitor- 
general, vice Richard Pepper Ar- 

den, eſq. 35 
e 10. The reverend Folliot 
Herbert Walker Cornewal, M. A. 
to the dignity of a prebendary of 

his majeſty's free chapel of Windſor, 
vice Dr. Thomas Hurdis. . 

=» iO, Robert, lord viſcoynt 


Galway, to be of his majeſty's mol 
honourable privy council. 
— 23. Conſtantine John, lord 


Mulgrave, to be of his majefty's _ 


moſt honourable privy council. 

— 26. 'The right honourable 
John Foſter, to the office of chan- 
cellor of the exchequer of the king- 
dom of Ireland. ; 

— 27. The reverend William 
Cleaver, to the dignity of a preben- 
dary of his majeſty's collegiate 
church of Weſtminſter, vice doctor 
Thomas Wilſon. 25 | 

Iſaac Heard, eſq; to be parter 


principal king of arms, wice Ralph 
Bigland, eſq. 


— 28. Daniel Hales, eſq; to 
be his majeſty's miniſter plenipo- 
tentiary at the court of Verſailles, 
in the abſence of the duke of Dor- 


ſet. 


— 30. The hon. lieutenant col. 
Henry Fitzroy Stanhope, appointed 
by the prince of Wales to be a 
groom of his royal highneſs's bed- 
chamber. 

May 11. George, lord Aber- 
gavenny, to the dignities of viſcount 
and earl of the kingdom of Great 
Britain, by the title of viſcount 
Nevil, of Birling, in the county of 
Kent, and earl of Abergavenny, in 
the county of Monmouth. 

George, lord de Ferrars, to the 


dignity of an earl of the kingdom of 


Great Britain, by the title of earl 
of the county of Leiceſter. 


Henry, lord Paget, to the dig- 


nity of an earl of the kingdom of 
Great Britain, by the title of earl 


of Uxbridge, in the county of Mid - 


dleſex. 

Sir James Lowther, bart. to the 
dignities of baron, viſcount, and 
earl of the kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain, by the title of baron Lowther, 


gf - 


+: adi. a. -- 


of Lowther in the county of Weſt- 
moreland, baron of Kendal in the 


{aid county, and baron of Burgh in 


the county of Cumberland, viſcount 
Lonſdale and viſcount Lowther, and 
earl of Lonſdale. 

Thomas, lord viſcount Bulkeley, 
to the dignity of a baron of the 
kingdom of Great Britain, by the 
title of lord Bulkeley, baron of 
Beaumaris in the county of Angle- 
el. 
Sir Thomas Egerton, baronet, to 
the dignity of a baron of the king- 


dom of Great Britain, by the title 
of baron Grey de Wilton in the | 


county of Hereford. 

Sir Charles Cocks, ternet; to 
the dignity of a baron of the king- 
dom of Great Britain, by the 
title of lord Sommers, baron of 
Eveſham in the county of Worceſ- 
ter. 

John Parker, eſq; to the dignity 
of a baron of the kingdom of Great 
Britain, by the title of baron Bo- 


ringdon, of Boringdon in the coun- 


ty of Devon. 

Noel Hill, eſq; to the dignity of 
à baron of the kingdom of Great 
Britain, by the title of baron Ber- 
wick, of Attingham in the county 
of Salop. 

James Dutton, eſq; to the dignity 
of a baron of the kingdom of Great 
Britain, by the title of lord Sher- 
borne, baron of Sherborne in the 
county of Glouceſter. 

David, earl of Leven, to be his 
majeſty's high commiſſioner to the 
general aſſembly of the church of 
Scotland, 

The rev. William Cecil Pery, 
D. D. to the biſhopric of Limerick, 

in the kingdom of Ireland, vice 
Dr. William Gore. 

The rev, Chriſtopher Back, 

M. A. to the dignity of dean of the 
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cathedral church of Waterford, vice | 

the rev. Cutts Harman. * 
The right hon. John Scot to be 

his majeſty's chief juſtice of the 


court of king's- bench in the king- 


dom of Ireland. 

The right hon. John Scot, to the 
dignity of a baron of the kingdom 
of Ireland, by the title of baron. 
Earls fort, of Liſfon-earl, in the | 
county of Tipperary. 

— 18. Henry Reveley, eſq; to 
be one of the commiſſioners for his 
majeſty's revenue of exciſe, vice 
Charles Garth, eſq. 

— 20. The rev. Philip Williams, | 
A. B. to be chaplain to the honour- 
able the houſe of commons, vice 


Folliot Herbert Walker Cortiwal; 


June 2. Commodore Richard 
King, to the honour of knighthood, 

— 19. George, lord viſcount, 
St. Aſaph, appointed by che prince 
of Wales, to be one of the gentle- 
men of his royal highneſs's 45. 
chamber. 

— 29. Alexander Gordon, of 


Rockville, eſq; to be one of the 


lords of his majeſty's court of ſeſſion 
for the kingdom of- Scotland, vice 
David Dalrymple, of 3 
e:q. 

_ Joly 3. Sir James Harris, K. B. 
to be his majeſty's envoy extraor- 
dinary and plenipotentiary to the 
States-General of the United Pro- 


vin Ces. 


Alexander, duke of Gordon, to 
the dignities of baron and earl of 
the kingdom of Great Britain, by 
the title af baron Gordon, of Hunt- 
ley, in the county of Glouceſter, 
and earl of Norwich, in the county 
of Nortolk. 

John, lord Talbot, to the dig- 
nities of viſcount and earl of the 
kingdom of Great Britain, by the 
title of viſcount of Ingeſtrie, in the 
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county of Stafford, and earl Talbot 
of Henſol, in the county of Gla- 
morgan. 5 | 


- Richard, lord Groſvenor, to the 
dignities of viſcount and earl of the 


kingdom of Great Britain, by the 
title of viſcount Belgrave, in the 
county palatine of Cheſter, and earl 
Groſyenor. oy 

Edward, lord Beaulieu, to the 
dignity of an earl of the kingdom 
of Great Britain, by the title of 


carl Beaulieu, of Beaulieu, in the 


county of Southampton. | 
The rev. Hugh Blair, D. D. and 

William Greenfield, to be joint 
profeſſors of rhetoric and belles let- 
tres in the univerſity of Edinburgh. 

— 6. Charles Logie, eſq; to be 
his majeſty's conſul and agent ge- 
neral at Aleiers. | 

— 17. The right hon. fir John 
Blagmere, 
ren, of Crookſtown, in the count 
of Cork, eſq; to the dignity of a ba- 
ron of the kingdom of Ireland. 

- 19. James, 
Cliffden, and William Brabazon 
- Ponſonby, eſq; to be his majeſty's 
poſt-maiters general of the king- 
dom of Ireland. 
— 24. The right. hon. Lloyd 
Kenyon, to the dignity of a ba- 
ronet of the kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain. | 
— 28. The honourable Wil- 
lam Welley Pole, appointed by 
the lord lieutenant of Ireland, to 
be governor of the Queen's coun- 


Eh . 

Colonel Thomas Carleton, to be 
captain-general and governor in 
chief of the province of New 


Ni 
Auguſt 2. Sir 2008 Grifin Grif- 
fin, K. B. 1 up, by writ of 


B. and Robert War- 


lord viſcount 


* 


ſummons, to the houſe of peers, 
by the title of lord Howard of Wal. 
en. | 


— 7. Counteſs of Harcourt, 


appointed by the queen to be one 


of the ladies of her majeſty's bed- 
chamber, vice ducheſs of Argyle. 

— 20. James, ear] of Cour. 
town, to be treaſurer of his ma- 
jeſty's houſhold, and of his ma- 
* moſt honourable privy coun- 
cil. 


— 21. Robert Waller, eſq; to 


be one of the grooms of his majeſ- 


ty's bed- chamber, vice major-gen, 
St. John, © | | 

Major-general Adeane, to be one 
of the grooms of his majeſty's bed- 
chamber. - 

Hon. Keith Stewart, to be re- 
cever - general of his majeſty's 
land rents and caſualties in Scot- 
land. 


September 3. Sir James Harris. 


K. B. to be of his majeſty's moſt 


honourable privy council. 


Thomas, lord Sydney, the right 
hon. William Pitt, the right hon. 


Henry Dundas, Thomas, lord Wal- 


fingham, the right hon. William 
Wyndham Grenville, and Con- 
ſtantipe John, Lord Mylgrave, of 
the kingdom of Ireland, to be his 
majeſty's commiſſioners for the af- 
fairs of India, | 

George Crauford, eſq; to be 
commuiitary, to treat with the com- 
miſſaries of the moſt chriſtian 
king, purſuant to the late treaty of 

Henry Hew Dalrymple, eſq; to 
be ſecretary. 

— 18. Joſeph Frederic Wallet 
Deſbarres, eſq; to be governor of 
the iſland of Cape Breton, 
| Oftober 1, Auguſlus Rogers, 

| | £19; 
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| efq; to be ſecretary to his majeſty's | 


board of ordnance, vice John Bod- 
dington, eſq. : : 

— 27. His royal highneſs prince 
Frederic biſhop of Oſnaburg, to 
be colonel of the Coldſtream regi- 
ment of foot guards, vice general 
John, earl ot Waldegrave, and 
to be a lientenant-general in the 
army. | ; | 
November 4. George earl Wal- 
degrave, to be maſter of the horſe 
to her majeſty, vice the late earl 
Waldegrave. : | 

— 13. The rev. William Preſ- 


ton, A. M. to the biſhopnic of Kil- 


lala and Achonry, vice Dr. William 
Cecil Pery. | 

John, lord Howard de Walden, 
to be lieutenant and cuſtos rotulo- 
rum of the county of Eſſex, vice 
John earl Waldegrave, 
— 16. Charles, earl Cornwal- 
lis, to be coaſtable of the tower of 
London, vice lord George Henry 
Lenox. | N + 

— 17. George, lord Herbert, 
to be ot his majeſty's moſt honour- 
able privy council. | | 

— 20. George, lord Herbert, 
to be vice-chamberlain of his ma- 


jeſty's houſhold, vice George, lord 


viſcount Chewton, now earl Wal- 
degrave. 

— 24. Granville, earl Gower, 
to be keeper of the privy ſeal, 

— 27. Prince Frederic, biſhop 
of Oſnaburg, to the dignities of a 
duke of the kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain, and an earl of the kingdom 
of Ireland, by the titles of duke 
of York and of Albany, in the 
kingdom of Great Britain, and 


[217 
dom of Great Britaip, by the tide 


of marquis of Buckingham, in the 


county of Buckingham. 
William, earl of Shelburne, in 
the kingdom of Ireland, and lord 


Wycombe, baron of Chipping Wy- 


combe, in the kingdom of Great 
Britain, and K. G. to the dignities 
of a viſcount, earl, and marquis of 
the kingdom of Great Britain, by 
the titles of viſcount Calne and 
Cauſton, in the county of Wilts, 
earl Wycombe, of Chipping Wy- 
combe, in the county of Bucking- 
ham, and marquis of Lanſdown in 
the county of Somerſet. 

December 1. Charles, lord Cam- 
den, to be prefident of his majeſty's 


moſt honourable privy council. 


— 18. Vere Hunt, jun. eſq; 
and Joſeph Hoare, eſq; to the dig- 
nity of baronets of the kingdom of 
Ireland. e We 


———__ 


= 


SHERIFFS appointed by his mas 
Jieſiy in council, for 1784. | 


Pd 


Hungerford Park, eſq. 
Bucks. Richard Scrimpſhire, of 
Amerſham, eſq. 
Cumberland. John Chriſtian, of 
Unerig, elq, l 
Cheſhire. Thomas Willis, of 
Sweetenham, eſq. | 
Cambridgeſhire and Huatingdon- 
fire. Thomas Shepheard, of 
March, eſq. | 
_ Cornwall, Joſeph Beauchamp, 
of Pengreep, eſq. 1 98 
Dewvonypire. 8 Lane, of 


Berkfpire. Charles Dalbiac, of 


earl of Ulſter, in the kingdom of Coffleet, eſq. 


Ireland. ; 
— za. George Grenvillg Ny- 
gent 'Temple, earl Temple, to the 


dignity of a marquis of the kinge 


Dor/etſhire . Iſaac Sage, of Thorn-, | 


hill, eſq. | a 
Derbyſhire. John Radford, of 
Smalley, eſq. "=> 


Efex. 
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t Preſton, of Wood- 


of Barrington, eſq. 


Herrfordſpire. John Thomas El- 


lis, of Widſal Hall, eſq. 
Hierefordſbire. 
of Longworth, eſq. 
Llent. Charles Booth, of Steed 

Hill. eſq. 

Leicefter ſhire. Charles 
Hudſon, of Wanlip, eſq. 

Lincolnſhire. George William 


Grave 


Johnſon, of Witham on the Hull, 


— Chriſtoph. Cham- 
bre, of Llangfoiſt, eſq. 


Northumberland. Sir Francis 
Blake, of Fowbray, eſq. 

Northamptonſhire. Richard Kir- 
by, of Floore, eſq. 


Norfolk. Sir Thomas Durrant, |. 


of Scottow, bart. 


Nettinghamphire, Pendock Neale, 
of Tollerton, eſq. 


Oxfordfbire, Arthur Anneſley, 


of Bletchingdon, eſq. 

Rutlandſbire. John Hawkins, of 
Brook, eſq. 

Shropſhire, William Child, of 
Einlett, eſq. | 

Semerſetfhire, Andrew Guy, of 
Enmore, eſq. 

Staffordſhire. jobn Edenſor 
Heathcote, of Longton, eſq. 

Saft. John Wenyeve, of Bret- 
tenham, eſq. 

Southampton, Sir John Carter, 


of Portſmouth, knut. 


Sarrey. William Alderſey, of 


Stoke, near Guildford. eſq. 


Suffer. Thomas Dennett, of 
Ammhurſt, elg. | | 
Warwickjhire, Joſeph Boultbee, 
of Baxterley, eſq. 
Norceſterſhire. Thomas Bund, of 
| Wick, 3 | 


* of Zeals, efq. 
Gloncefterſoire Giles Greenaway, 


James Walwyn, 


Wiltſhire. Wm. Chaſin Grove, 
Yorkſhire. 


William was of 
Swinton, eſq . 


8 our WALES. 


Brecon, Edmund Williams, of 
Tymaur, eſq. 

Carmarthen. Robt. Banks Hodg- 
kinſon, of Edwinsford, eſq. 

Cardigan. William Williams, of 
Cardigan, eſq. 

Glamorgan. John Richards, of 
Energlyn, elq. 

Pembroke. 
Egermont, eſq. 

Rudnor. Buſhe Shelley, of Mi- 
chaelchurch, eſq. 


John Protheroe, of 


NORTH WALES. 


Angleſe zy. Thomas Aſhton Smith, 
of Trefarthyn, eſq. 

Carnarvon. Robert Wynne, of 
Llanerch, eſq. | 

Denbigh John Ellis, of Eyton, 
el: 

by lint. 
eſq. 

Merioneth, David Roberts, of 
Blaenyddol, eſq. 


Montgomeryſhire, Bell Lloyd, of 
Bodſach, eſq. 


Thomas Patton, of Flint, 


F cbruary 1 3, 1784- 


His Majefty in Council was pleaſed 


' to pens the following Sheriffs, 

vi. 

Bedfor dfbire. William Goldfmith, 
ol Streatly, eſq. 

Warwickſhire. Francis Burdett, 
of Bramcote, eſq. in the room 


of Joſep Boultbee, of Baxteriey, 
elq. 
DEATHS. 


CHRONICLE. 


DEATHS. 1784. 


Dec. 5, 1783. In the eighth year 
of her age, her royal highneſs, made- 
moiſelle of France, daughter of the 
count d' Artois. 
Lately, the right hon. John earl 


aud baron of Wandesford in Ireland, 


baron of Caſtlecomer, and a baronet. 
The title is extinct. 

In the 7oth year of her age, her 
royal highneſs Frederica Louiſa, 
margravine dowager of Branden- 


burgh Anſpach, mother to the 


reigning margrave, and ſiſter to 
the king of Pruſſia. - 
Jan. 8. The hon. John Damer, 


only brother to Joſeph lord Milton. 
Lord Charles Montague, brother 


to the duke of Mancheſter. 

9. In the 58th year of his age, ſir 
George Savile, baronet, deſcended 
from the Saviles, marquiſes of Ha- 
lifax. The title is extinct. 

10. The hon. Letitia Sandys, 
daughter to Samuel, firſt lord 
Sandys. Rs | 
II. The right hon. fir Edward 
_ Walpole, ſecond ſon of Robert, firſt 
earl of Orford, knight of the Bath, 
and a privy counſellor in Ireland. 
He was, firſt, ſecretary 'to the lord 
heutenant of Ireland; then joint ſe- 


cretary to the treaſury ; and, laſtly, 


clerk of the pells in his majeſty's 
exchequer. Sir Edward was never 
married, but has left three illegiti- 
mate daughters: 1. The reli& of bi- 
ſhop Keppel; 2. Maria, married, 


firſt, to James earl Waldegrave, 


and, ſecondly, to his royal highneſs 
the duke of Glouceſter; 3. The 
counteſs of Dyſart. 5 

15. In the Soth year of her age, 
the right hon. the counteſs dowager 
of Home, relict of William earl of 
Home, * 


23. At Florence, in the 61ſt year 


_ [»9 


of his age, Charles Edward Louis 
Stewart, eldeſt ſon of James Francis 


Edward Stewart, the only ſurviving 
ſon of king James II. He died 
without iſſue, and has left behind 
him an only brother, Henry Bene- 
dict, born Feb. 23 1725, biſhop of 
Corinth, and cardinal of York. 
26. In the zoth year of her age, 
the right hon. Amelia, baroneſs Co- 
niers, only ſurviving child of the 
late earl of Holderneſſe. She was 
firſt married to Francis Godolphin 
Oſborne, marquis of Carmarthen, 
by whom ſhe had two ſons and a 


daughter; and being divorced, ſhe 


married, ſecondly, the hon. capt. 
Byron, only ſon of admiral Byron. 
She is ſucceeded in her title by 
George William Frederic Oſborne, 
her eldeſt ſon by the marquis of 
Carmarthen, "3 

30. The right hon. Henry Lid- 
del, lord Ravenſworth. He has left 
iſſue one daughter, married, firſt, to 
the duke of Grafton, and, being 
divorced, ſhe married, ſecondly, to 
the earl of Upper Offory. 

Lately, at Halifax, in Nova Sco- 
tia, the right hon. lord Charles 
Grevile Montague, ſon to the late 
and brother to the preſent duke of 
Mancheſter. | 

Feb, 13. In the 71ſt year of his 
age, the rev. Jeremiah Mills, D. D. 
dean of Exeter, and preſident of the 


ſociety of antiquaries. | 


21. Sir Robert Harland, baronet, 
admiral-of the blue. ; | 
25. The right hon. Caroline, ba- 


roneſs Forreſter, of the kingdom of 


Scotland, relict of the late George 
Cockburne, eſq; comptroller of the 


navy. She is ſucceeded in her title 


by her only daughter Anne Mary 
Cockhurne. N 
March 6. The right hon. fir Tho- 


mas Sewel, knight, maſter of the 


rolls, 


rolls, aud member of his majeſty's 
moſt honourable privy council. 
Sir Robert Gerard, baronet. 

8. The right hon. Catharine, 


s dowager of Litchfield, re- 


lic of Robert, laſt earl of Litch- 


Held. 


April 2. The right hon. lady 
Anne Purves, ſiſter to Hugh, earl of 
Marchmont. | 

3. The right hon. Cadwallader 
Davis, lord Blayney, of the king- 
dom of Ireland. The title is ex- 
tinct. | | 

_ The right hon. John, lord An- 
naly, of the kingdom of. Ireland, 
Jord chief juſtice of the court of 
king's bench, and one of his ma- 
jefty's moſt honourable privy coun- 
ſellors in that kingdom. | 

10. In the 77th year of her age, 
the right hon. Elizabeth, counteſs of 


Mansfield, daughter to Daniel, 


fixth earl of Winchelſea, _ 
13. Sir Bourchier Wray, bart. 
14. The right hon. games lord 
Rollo, of the 3 of Scotland. 
15. The rev. Thomas Wilſon, 
D. B. prebendary of Weſtminſter, 
and 16 Bor of St. Stephen's, Wal- 
brook. He was the only ſurviving 
fon of Dr. Thomas Wilſon, lord bi- 
ſhop of Sodor and Man, 
In the 76th year of his age, his 
ſerene highneſs Maximilian Frede- 


ric, count of Konigſegg Rothenfells, 
archbiſhop and elector of Cologne, 


N of Munſter. 
16. 
packet, in his paſſage from Nevis, 
b Richard Oliver, eſq; formerly an 
alderman, and member of parlia- 
Meat for the city of London. 

21. The princeſs of Tour and 
Taxis, eonſort of the prince of 
Oettinguen. IEA 
26. Prince Francis Adolphus, of 
Anhalt Bembourg Schambourg. 
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n board the Sandwich 


ſent earl of Moray. 
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27. The right hon. David Dal. 
rymple. 

28. The right hop. the counteſ of 
Waldegrave, ſiſter to earl Gower, 

o. The prince biſhop of Liege. 

ay 2. The honourable miſs Bur- 

rel, only daughter of fir Peter Bur. 

rel and lady Willoughby of Ereſby. 

Lately, the right hon. the coun- 

teſs of Kingſton, lady to the preſent 

earl, and mother to lord King ſbo- 

rough. 

24. Catharine, dowager lady vil. 
counteſs Netterville, mother to the 
preſent lord viſcount Neteerville, 

June 3. The right hon. Wilhel- 
mina Catharina, dowager lady King, 
e 50 of John Troy, eſq; of 
Brabant. 

4. Hon. Mrs. Needham, ſiſter to 
the preſent lord viſcount Kilmorey. 

8. The right hon. the counteiz 
dowager of Eſſex, mother of the. 


_ Preſent earl of Eſſex, and youngett 
daughter of 


the ſecond duke of 
Bedford. 


11. Ri ght. hon. Catharine, coun- 


teſs dowager of Egmont, ſiſter to 


the ear] of Northampton. The 
Iriſh barony of Arden, enjoyed by 
her ladyſhip in her own right, de- 
ſcends to her eldeſt ſon, the hon. 

George Perceva!, now lord Arden. 
15. Sir Barnard Turner, knight, 
alderman of Cordwainer's ward, 
and one of the repreſentatives in 
parliament for the borough of South- 

wark. 5 | I; 

17. The hon. David Stuart, ſon 
of the late, and brother to the pre- 
Sir George Vandeput, ſo noted 
for his oppolition, in 1749, to the 
preſent earl Gower, as a candidate 
for Weſtminſter. | | 
28. The right hon. the countels 
dowager Harrington. | 
Lately, hon. Redmond Morres, 
| brother 


— 5 
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brother to the late lord Mount- maſter of che 10e to her majeſty, 
morres, and member of parliament col. of the Coldſtream regiment of 
for the city of Dublin. F N governor of Plymouth, 
July 6. Sir Robert Kent, bart. 2 of his majeſty's forces, 
9. 1 Buckle, eſq; admiral and lord lieutenant of che nap of 


of the blue. Eſſex. 
18. Lord Guernſey, only 5 of e righe hon. counteſs dor 
the earl of Ayles ford. ager Delawar. J 


24. The hon. Mrs. Walpole, 28. Princeſs Juliana Maria, 
wife to the hon. Robert Walpole, his daughter of Prince Frederic, bro- 
majeſty's envoy. extraordinary and» ther to his Daniſh majeſty. 5 
plenipotentiary at the court of Por- Lately, the right hon. fir Henry 


tugal. Aylmer, baron of Balrath. 
Aug. 7. Sir H. Paulet St. John, Capt. James King, the companion 
baronet. and friend of the celebrated captain 


Lately, prince Frederic, eldeſt Cook. 
ſon of che hereditary prince of Mew. 6. Richard Oſwald, eſq; 
Heile. lately his majeſly*s miniſter pleni- 

His ſerene highneſs prince Charles potentiary at Paris, to ſettle a treaty 
Auguſtas Frederic, only ſon of the of peace with the commiſſioners of 

duke of Deux ponts. the United States of America. 

Sir Charlton Leighton, bifoner, 11. The infant don Carlos, eldeſt 

one of the members of Fan ſon of the prince of Aſturias. 


N „ te 3 \ 

1 * . e % ; 
_—_— 
1 
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for Shrewſbury. 12. 'The hon. miſs Louiſa Chet- 
Sept. 2. Lady Campbell, relic wynd, daughter of lord viſcount 
of lord William ' Campbell. Chetwynd. 
9. Hon, J. Smith Barry, une 15 · Anne, counteſs of Dundo- 
to the earl of Barrymore. nald. 
16. Gen. William Haviland, co- 21. The moſt noble Csderisg 
lonel of the 45th regiment. ducheſs of Norfolk, conſort to the 


17. John earl Tylney, of the preſent duke. 
kingdom of Ireland. The title is Sir Thomas Frankland, bart. ad- 
extint, miral of the white. 
29, Lady Catharine Gordon, 25. The right hon. Anne, coun- 
eldeſt daughter of the earl of Aber- teſs of Drogheca. 
deen. Lately, the lady of lord Maſſey. 
| Lately, honourable Mr. H. Legpe, The marchioneſs of Accoram- 
a younger ſon of the ear] of Dart- bani, ſiſter to fir William Murray. 
mouth. Dec. 13. In the hive year of his 
02.9. Lady Anne Acton, lady age, Dr. Samuel Johnſon. - 
of Sir Richard Afton, and daughter 29. In the 89th year of his age. 
of the earl of Stamford. the right hon. fir Thomas Parker, 
15. The right hon. John earl of formerly lord chief baron of his ma- 
Waldegrave, viſcount Chewton, jeſty's court of exchequer. 1 
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JANUARY 1785. 
King fton, Dec. 13, 1784. 


UNDAY evening the following 
8 ſhocking accident happened in 


this harbour: about ten at night 
one Richard Page, a cooper, be- 
longing to the ſhip Highfield, with 
ſeveral of his comrades, went down 
King-ſtreet to the water - ſide, where 
a boat lay ready to carry them to 
the ſhip. On their getting down to 


the wharf, Page ſwore he would not 


et into the boat, but would ſwim 
ff: and after ſtruggling with his 
companions ſome time, who endea- 
voured to force him into the boat, 


actually leaped off the end of the 
wharf into the water, and ſwam to- 


wards the ſhip. The people in- 
ſtantly put off in the boat; but, 
before they had got ten yards from 
the wharf, heard the unhappy man 
call out for help, and preſently they 
took his mangled, mutilated, bleed- 
ing carcaſe into the boat. 
lived to tell them that a ſhark had 
torn him all to pieces. His bowels 
were cut out, his back broke, and 


one of his arms was ſtripped of the 


fleſh from the ſhoulder down to the 
elbow. A large Newfoundland dog, 
which followed the unhappy man 


He only 


1785. 


into the water, was deyoured by the 
ſame monſter. | 
Caſerta, Dec. 14. On Thurſday 
laſt Count Scabrouſki, the new mi- 
niſter plenipotentiary from the court 
of Ruſſia, had a private audience of 
his Sicilian majeſty, to preſent his 
credential letters, i 5 
The lava continues to run gently 
from an opening near the crater of 
Mount Veſuvius, without deſcend- 
ing low enough to do any damage 
to the fertile and cultivated country 
at the foot of the mountain. 
Paris, Fan. 4. Letters from Pri- 


anon mention, that a ſhock of an 


earthquake was felt there the gth 
ult. at ten minutes after nine o'clock 
in the morning. The concuſſion 
was pretty ſtrong, but of ſhort du- 
ration, attended with a rumbling 
noiſe, which reſembled the report of 
a cannon. There was no percepti- 
ble vibration ; but, during ſeveral 
nights previous to the ſhock, fiery 
vapours were obſerved to iſſue from 
the earth in various parts near the 
coal mines. | 4 

At St. James's, Clerken- „th. 
well, a remarkable wedding 7 
was ſolemnized. A woman about 


40, who has been totally blind many 


years, heard a young man, whoſe 
| apprenticeſhip 


VTV Fe, 


— 


GO BB <= ww 


apprenticeſhip to a ſhoemaker had 
lately expired, at work in her neigh- 
bourhood from early in the morning 


till late every night, Conceiving 


a favourable opinion of him from 
theſe proofs of an induſtrious diſpo- 
ſition, ſhe made him a preſent of a 


| filver watch, and a ſuit of clothes; 


and beſides lent him ten pounds, 
the better to enable him to carry on 
his buſineſs. Laſt week he waited 
upon his benefactreſs, informing her, 
that having received offers of great 
encouragement, he was preparing 
to ſet out for Leiceſterſhire, to ſet- 
tle there among his friends; adding, 
that he would exert his utmoſt en- 
deav-urs ſpeedily to diſcharge the 
unſolicited favours ſhe had heaped 
upon him. She commended his re- 
ſolution ; but next day ſued out a 


writ, which being ſerved upon him, 
he was taken to a lock-up houſe. 


She viſited him in his confinement, 
and in formed him that he muſt im- 


mediately pay the money, go to pri- 


ſon, or marty her. He agreed to 
the latter offer, and a licence was 
procured; but he was detained in 


cuſtody till yeſterday morning, when 


the parties proceeded from the lock- 
up houſe to church, where the officer 
who had executed the writ upon the 
bridegroom acted as' father to the 
bride, who is poſſeſſed of about a 
thouſand pounds, 

The following facts rela- 
. tive to the ſeizing and burn- 
ing of the finugglers boats may be 
depended on: advice was ſent to 


loth, 


Mr. Pitt, that the ſeverity of the 
| ſeaſon had occaſioned the ſmugglers 


to lay up their craft, and that a fine 


Opportunity offered for the deſtroy - 


ing them, if ſufficient force could 

e procured to intimidate the ſmug - 
glers from attempting a reſcue. Mr. 
Pitt ſent to the War Office, and re- 
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quired a regiment of ſoldiers to be 
at Deal on a certain day. He was 
told it could not well be complied 


with. His anſwer was, it muſt; and. 


a regiment was immediately march- 
ed. But the commanding officer 
found, on his arrival, that the peo- 
ple of the town having ſome intima- 
tion of the buſineſs, had adviſed the 
publicans to pull down their ſigns, 
in order that the ſoldiers might have 
no quarters. They took the advice, 
and no quarters were to be had. A 


large barn at a ſmall diſtance pre- 


ſented itſelf as an eligible place, and 


the quarter-maſter rode off to * | 


landlord, who refuſed to let it on 
any other terms than for two years 


certain. The officer took it, march- 
ed the men in, and then, with very 


much difficulty, procured them ſome 
proviſions. 'The next day Lieut. 
Bray received orders to prepare ſome 
Cutters to hover off the beach, and 
the ſoldiers were all drawn out. 'The 


inhabitants, not imagining what was 
going to be done, thought the cut- 
ters were to embark the ſoldiers in; 


but to their ſurpriſe, orders were 


given to the men to burn the boats; 


and the force being ſo great, the 


inhabitants were obliged to remaia 
ſilent ſpectators, and dared not at- 


tempt a reſcne. | 


2 


| Paris, Fan. 1k. The . 2 
tion of the Engliſh news- papers is 


juſt prohibited here. For ſome time 
paſt, for want of political matter, 
theſe papers were filled with nothing 


but abſurd and ridiculous ſtories and _ 


ſatirical pictures of the principal, 


and even of the moſt auguſt perſo- 


nages of Europe. 

Dublin, Fan, 20th. Yeſterday, 
before eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon, upwards of 40,000 perſons 


were collected at Ranelagh and the 


adjacent fields, in anxious expecta- 
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tion of beholding their ingenious 


and aſpiring countryman aſcend the 
air. On account of the heavy rain 
which fell the preceding night, and 
part of that morning, the inflation 
of the balloon was confiderably re- 
tarded, and about one o'clock Mr, 
Croſbie having entered the carriage, 
found to his mortification that it 
would not riſe. The buſineſs of in- 
flation was continued, and at half 
-a two our brave adventurer found 
every thing ready to complete his 


wiſthes—he accordingly again re- 


4amed his car, and the cord being 


cut, he mounted awfully mzzeitic, 


while the air reſounded with the 
mouts—the prayeis—ine admira- 


tion of the Jeligated multitode Ia 
three minutes and a half an eavicus 

cloud ſecluded him trom mortal 
„ fight, and all was ſolemn filenco 
fear fo: rhe ſafety of the gallant 


youth beat high tn every break, 1 
in about twelve minutes he appeared 
deicendiny at the no: ward. The 


' latenefs of the hour preventing the 


aeronautic charioteer from taking 
any further journey, be alighted in 
perfect ſafety on the North- ſtrand, 
where he was inſtantly ſurrounded 


by the populace, who teſtified their 
approbation and regard for the tri- 


umphant hero, who made the air 
ſubſervient to his wiſhes, by carry- 
ing him 1a proceſſion to Earl Charle- 


mont's, amid unbounded burſts of 


congratulation and applauſe. The 
balloon and chariot were beautifully 
painted, and the arms of Ireland 


_ emblazoned on them in ſuperior ele- 


gance of taſte. Mr. Croſbie's figure 
is genteel; his aerial dreſs conſiſted 
ia a robe of oiled filk, lined with 
white fur, his waiſtcoat and breeches 
in one, of white ſattin quilted, and 
Morocco boots, and a Montero cap 
of leopard-fcin. The Duke of Lein- 


ſter, Lord Charlemont, Right Hog. 
George Ogle, Counſellors Cath 
beck, Downes, and Whiteſtone, at. 
tended with white ſtaves, as regilla- 
tors of the buſineſs of the day. 
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th At twelve o'clock, the com. 
5M. mitiee appointed towaiton Mr. 
Pitt with the freedom of the city of 
London, proceeded from Guildhall 
to Mr. Pitt's houſe, in Downing 
ſtreet, Weſtminſter, in the following 
orger? © 
Sir Wa:kin Lewes, as Chairman 

of che Committee. 
M. A!derman Pickett. 

Mr. 11d-rmin Sanderfon. 
vir. Wükes, as Chamberlain. 
Me. Deputy Young aud Mr. Deputy 

_ Hikom, 
Vir, Deputy Percy and Mr. Merry. 
Mr. Yorntord and Mr. Anderſpy. 
Mr. Withers and Mr. Dowling. 
Mr. Birch and Mr. Toulmin. 
Mr. Rix, Town Clerk. 
When the committee arrived at 
Mr. Pit.'s, they were immediately 
introduced to that gentleman, when 
Sir Watkin Lewes addreſſed him in 
the following ſpeech : 
« SIR, | 
1 We, the committee appointed 
by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commons of London, in common- 
council aſſembled, to preſent you 
with the freedom of the city of Lon- 
don, voted unanimouſly in one 
the fulleſt courts ever remembered, 
chearfully embrace this opportunity, 
of repeating our ſentiments of ſatis- 
faction and confidence, which we 
entertain reſpecting your principles 
and perſeverance for the go 
your country. = 
We repoſe in your abilities and 
Armneſ⸗ 
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firmneſs for permanent ſecurity and 


extenſion of our commerce as citi- 
zens, and our happineſs as Britons. 
« The committee feel with ſatis- 


faction the honour conferred upon 


them, in being thus delegated to ſo 
pleaſing and diſtinguiſhed a com- 
miſhon, | | 

« Be aſſured, Sir, that the city of 
London will ever ſtand foremoſt to 
ſupport the meaſures of government, 
whilſt they continue to be ſo mani- 
feſtly founded in wiſdom and inte- 
grity.“ | 

Mr. Pitt returned an anſwer, the 
{ſubſtance of which was as follows : 


« He muſt firſt,” he ſaid, © thank 


Sir Watkin Lewes for the very flat- 
tering manner in which he had con- 
veyed the ſentiments of the com- 
mittee. He truſted the city of 
London would do him the juſtice to 
believe, that the ſecurity and ex- 
tenſion of their commerce, and the 
maintenance of the true principles 
of the conſtitution, would continue 
to be the firſt objects of his atten- 
. ON | 
Monday night, about eight 
o' clock, a man knocked at the 
door of Mrs. Abercrombie, in 
Charlotte-ſtreet, Rathbone - place, 
calling out p, at the ſame time, 


th 


with a very loud voice; the maid- 


ſervant immediately opened it, and 


the man, accompanied by ſix others, 
armed with {words and piſtols, ruſh-. 
ed lato the houſe, and threatened the 
girlwith the moſt horrid puniſhment, 


if ſhe ſpoke a word. They then 
went into the parlour, where her 
miſtreſs was fitting alone, and took 
from her all “her jewels, to a very 


cConüderable amount, between fifty 


and ſixty guineas in money, and all 
the clothes and linen they could get. 
While they were thus employed, the 
dir! got out of the houſe by a back 
Ver. XXVII. | 
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door, and gave the alarm to the 
neighbourhood, which prevented 
their taking the plate alſo, which 
they had begun to pack up. A 


great crowd immediately aſſembled, 


about the houſe, and the ruffians 
ſallied forth, with dreadful menaces, 
waving their ſwords, and directing 
their piſtols at the mob, who tamely 
ſuffered them to eſcape without mak- 
ing the leaſt reſiſtance. Mrs. Aber- 
crombie is wife to the captain of one 


of the Eaſt India Company's ſhips, 


now on its voyage to China. 
gc. . Counſel on the part of Lord 


Peterborough moved the Court 


of King's Bench to change the 
venue, in the action brought againſt 
his Lordſhip by Mr. Foley, for 


crim. con. The cauſe aſſigned was, 
Mr. Foley's intereſt and influence 


in the county where he reſides. A 


rule to ſhew cauſe was granted. 


Yeſterday the Counteſs of Strath- 
more appeared 1n the King's Bench, 
and exhibited articles of the peace 
againſt Mr. Bowes her huſband, on 
the ſcore of mal-treatment ; but. 


whether the charge be well or ill 


founded, the writer of this article 
does not preſume to know. EE 
Medneſday the Ilchefter 


9th. election ended, when after five 


whole days polling, John Harcourt 


eq; was declared duly eleted. The 
numbers on the poll were: 
For Mr. Harcourt, 418 
Commodore Johnſtone, 101 


Majority for Mr. Harcourt, 17 
In the Court of King's 


11th. Bench, the great queſtion Was 


decided reſpecting ihe Inſurance Of- 
fices having a right to recover of 
the inhabitants of this city about 


22,0001. which they paid to Mr, 


Langdale, and other ſufferers, dur- 
ing the late riots. The Court 
[2] determined 


wall | 
| 
} 
_ 
d | 
i 
i 
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determined in favour of the city of 
London. 
| Three ſeparate bills in 
chancery have been filed by 
the relations of the late Richard 
Ruſſell, eſq; of Bermondſey- ſtreet, 
Southwark, againſt the executors of 
the laſt will of that gentleman, in 
order to ſet afide the bequeſt rela- 
tive to his perſonal eſtate. 
h Dizp. At Upper Yeld- 
tn. ham Hall, in Eſſex, Mr. 
Hurrel, farmer and maltſter, aged 
5. He ordered in his will, that his 
| 8847 ſhould be interred in one of his 
weods ; be covered with one of the 
hair-cloths he uſed to dry his malt 
on; and that fix hedgers and 


27th. 


ditchers ſhould carry his corpſe, ſix 


others be pall-bearers, and fix more 
follow as mourners, all with their 
bills and hedging gloves ; and like- 
wiſe ordered a hogſhead of old beer 
to be drank. | 8 5 


— 
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2d. This day the right honoura- 
_ *** ble earl Mansfield completed 

his eightieth year, and preſided on 
the bench at Guildhall at nine 
o'clock, in perfect health and ſpi- 
rits. As ſoon as his lordſhip en- 
tered the court, Thomas Gorman, 
eſq; a gentleman as well known for 
his integrity as a merchant, as for 
| his legal and conſtitutional know- 
ledge as a juror, preſented his lord- 
ſhip with his annual offering of a 
bouquet, which the chief received 
with his uſual politeneſs and affa- 
bility. 
IN Mondayevening about eight 

7th. o*clock, the ſame Sabi . 


pedient, which was lately ſo ſucceſs- 
fully practiſed at the houſe of Mrs. 
Abercrombie, in Charlotte: ſtreet, 
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10th 


toe 


was repeated at col. Arabin's, in 
Greſſe· ſtreet, in the ſame neigh. 
bourhood. A man knocked at the 
colonel's door, which the footman 


did not open, but aſked who it was, 


and was told it was the taylor, upon 


which the man opened the door, and 


five men immediately entered, whoſe 
faces were diſguiſed, and who were 
armed with the uſual inſtruments of 
violence. They threw a cloth over 
the face of the footman, pinioned 
him, two female ſervants, and the 
colonel's lady ; after which they pro- 
ceeded to rifle the houſe, from 
whence they took plate, jewels, mo- 
ney, and linen, it is ſuppoſed to the 
value of near two thouſand pounds, 
How noble and well conducted is the 
police of this happy country, and 
with what gratitude and affection 
muſt the inhabitants of this metro- 
polis look up to the magiſtracy, by 
whoſe zeal and activity their pro- 
perty is fo laudably ſecured ! 

One of the men who ſo 
* daringly entered and rifled 
the houſe of colonel Arabin, on 
Monday evening, in Grefle-ſtreet, 
Rathbone-place, it is ſuppoſed is 
taken, as a man 1s in cuſtody, to 
whoſe voice, and the lower part of 
his face, which is peculiarly formed, 
the maid-ſervant can ſwear ; the 
ſame man was pointed out amidſt 
many people, by one of the colonel's 
children, who was preſent during 
the whole of the tranſaction, as one 
of the ruffians. This man is ſuſ- 
peed on account of many myſte- 
rious circumſtances, which plainly 


. ſhew that his ſubſiſtence depends up- 


on ſecret ingenuity, An urn was 
luckily overlooked in the plate-boxs 
by theſe villains, which was worth an 
hundred pounds. 

The ſon of a tradeſman of 


eminence in Chandos-ftreet, 
| EOS 13 


zoth. 
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is (aid to be among the gang who 
lately committed the deſperate rob- 
bery in Greſſe - ſtreet, Rathbone- 
place. | | 

February the 24th came on at 


_ the ſittings at Guildhall, London, 


before the right honourable the 
earl of Mansfield, the trial of an in- 
ditment againſt a perſon reſiding in 
Hertfordſhire, for contracting with, 
enticing, ſoliciting, and endeavour- 
ing to ſeduce ſeveral artificers and 


workmen in the art of a currier, to 


leave this kingdom, in order to carry 
on that trade at a manutacttory at 
Pontaudemer in Normandy ; when, 


upon hearing the teſtimony of only 


one witneſs on behalf of the proſecu- 
tion, the fact appeared fo plain and 
clear, that the jury, without heſita- 
tion, found the defendant guilty, 
who will receive the judgment of 
the court of King's Bench in the 
next term for his {aid offence, pur- 
ſuant to the ſtatute upon which he 
was indicted, 3 

Some time ſince two convictions 
for offences of the ſame nature were 
obtained in Surrey; and it is hoped 
that the conviction of theſe offenders 
will be a means of proyenting the 


ſeducing artificers in the different 


manufaQures of Great Britain in fu- 
dure. | ; 

The ſame day was tried before 
lord Loughborough, in the court of 
Common Pleas, Guildhall, London, 
a cauſe wherein Huxley Sandon, 
elq; was plaintiff, and count Du- 
roure defendant, for crim con. with 
the plaintiff's wife ; when, after a 
hearing of near three hours, the jury 
brought in a verdi& for the plain- 
tiff, with near pool. damages. | 

Hague, March 19. The compte de 
Maillebois, who is to command the 
army of the republic in the expected 
conteſt with the emperor of Germa- 
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ny, is at length arrived; he made a 
private entrance into this place laſt 
night, as there were many reaſons 
for avoiding the pomp of a trium- 
phal entrance, there being man 
perſons highly incenſed againſt the 
admiſſion of this Frenchman to a poſt 
of ſuch high truſt and reſpett ; ſome 
reſignations have already taken place 
in conſequence, and others are to be 
expected. The queſtion of peace or 
war is not finally determined; and if 
our friends continue ſincere, it may 
yet be avoided, The Engliſh am- 
baſſador ſet off this morning for Lon- 
don, leaving his affairs in the bands 
of his ſecretary; bis return will, 
however, as we expect, be very 
ſpeedy. The marquis Verac, French 
plenipotentiary, has exchanged with 
the grand council of the ſtates the 
treaty of alliance, ſo that the much 
wiſhed-for buſineſs is fully com- 
pleated. An alliance with che court 
of Great Britain is alſo on the tapis, 
nor 15 it at all unlikely but that buſi- 
neſs has carrieatheBritiſh ambaſſador 
to London. A courier from Utrecht 
brings the conceſnon of the ſtates of 
that province tothe propoſed military 
arrangements. Thoſe of Groningen, 
and Frieſland are not arrived, 
A very numerous concourſe 
of people aſſembled in the vict- 
nity of Tottenham-court road, to be 
witneſſes of the aſcenſion of count 
Zambeccari and kr Edward Vernon 
in the balloon, which had Seen exhi- 
bited at the Lyceum in the Strand 
for ſome time back. Notwithſtand- 
ing the proprietors had taken every 
precaution to keep the place of aſ- 
cenſion a ſecret, there was not an a- 
venue for a conſiderable diſtance _ 


from the place in which the ballooa 


was lodged, but which was crowded 
by twelve o'clock. The ſpectators 
ſeemed inſenſible of the cold, nr 
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did the falling ſnow occaſion the de- 
parture of many, but the principal 

part of them ſeemed to bid defiance 
to the weather until near four o*clock, 
when the two hardy adventurers bid 
adieu to earth, and took their aerial 
excurſion—juſt on the eve of their 
departure, a miſs Grice, of Holborn, 
offered to accompany the aeronauts, 
which offer was readily accepted, 
and ſhe entered the car; but not- 
withſtanding they threw out a great 
quantity of ballaſt, after making 
three or four attempts, the heroine 


was obliged to give up the pleaſure 


of an aicenſion, the balloon being 
incapable of taking more than the 
two gentlemen, which, on the lady's 
quitting her ſeat, aſcended with 
amazing velocity, took a ſouth-weſt 


direction, and was out of fight in a 


few minutes. 5 
Count Zambeccari and fir Edward 
Vernon deſcended ſafe in King's 
Fields, near Horſham, in Suſſex, a- 
bout five o'clock the ſame day, and 
returned in the evening to the Ly- 


ceum, without receiving any other 


damage than a ſprain in the wriſt, 
whieh the count received in manag- 


ing the balloon, which required ra- 


ther extraordinary exertion, on ac- 


Horſham is 37 miles from London, 
and the journey was performed in 
rather more than an hour. 


moſphere. The globe was not ſuf- 
ficiently inflated till half paſt three 
o*clock in the afternoon, at which 
time the two gentlemen, with a very 
elegant young lady, took their ſeats 
n the car; but the machine not hav- 
ing ſufficient capacity for three voy- 
_ agers, they made three experiments 


to aſcend without effect. The lady 
manifeſted great ſpirit, and yielded 
her place with apparent reluctance, 
after trying her eloquence on the old 
ami in vain. She burſt into tears 
with diſappointment, and retired 
from the boat amidſt the acclama- 
tions of the multitude. The machine, 
thus lightened, roſe with ſmall gran- 
deur into the upper regions; and 
though a ſhower of ſnow had juſt 
fallen, the ſky became clear, and 


the ſpectacle was uncommonly bril- 


liant. "The globe was carried by the 
wind, which was-very high, to the 
welt, and made a rapid progres. 

By letters from the Hague 
we learn, that five peaſants, 
who, under pretence of attachment 
to the Prince of Orange, had been 
guilty of a riot, ſuffered the puniſh- 
ment to which they were ſentenced 
on the 19th inſtant ; three of them 
whipped, and the other two ſtood by 


20th. 


with papers on their breaſts, on 


which were written, in large letters, 
the words SEDITION and RE- 


BELLION. Several more are to 


undergo the like puniſhment at 


Delft. 


DiE p. General Honey wood, who 


received no leſs than twenty-three 
Count of the briſkneſs of the wind. 


broad - ſword wounds at the battle of 
Dettingen, in which he fo much df 
tinguiſhed himſelf by his perſonal 


valour; he likewiſe, on the {ame 
Admiral Vernon is the firſt admi- 


ral who has ever navigated the at- 


day, received two muſquet hots, 
which were never extracted to the 
day of his death. 'The general died 
poſſeſſed of a fine eſtate of nezr 
6000l. per annum, which, together 
with a conſiderable ſum of reac 
money, be has bequeathed to I's 
couſin, Filmer Honeywood, e143 
one of the members for the count} 
of Kent, 
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Hague, March 25. The compte 
de Maillebois has taken the oaths in 
the aſſembly of their High Mighti- 
neſſes, in quality of general of in- 


fantry in the ſervice of the republic. 


Vienna, March 19. The new re- 
gulations of bis imperial majeſty, 
reſpecting the interior government 
of the kingdom of Hungary, have 
been publiſhed in the gazette of this 
city. | 
Taſtead of the fifty-ſix counties, 
into which that kingdom and its de- 
pendent provinces were hitherto di- 


vided, ten circles are now formed, 


and committed to the charge of the 


following Hungarian gentlemen, 


with the titles of counſellors and 
royal commiſſaries. | 
Le Comte Glory, 
Le Baron Mailath, 
Le Baron d'Urmeny, 
Le Comte Jankowitz, 
Loe Comte Szeaſony, 
Le Comte de Teekly, 
Le Baron Peonay, 
Le Baron Reva, | 
Le Baron Szent Ivany, 
Le Baron Detzer. 
The ſapreme courts retain their 
former titles, and the privileges 
which belong to their order, os a 
general diet of the nation, but their 
juriſdiction in their reſpective coun- 
ties is entirely ſuppreſſed. | 
Liſbon, March 26. The treaty for 
the marriage between the infanta of 
Portugal and the infant don Gabriel 


* 


of Spain is ſigned. 


Vienna, March 30. Prince Joſeph 
Lobkowitz is appointed captain of 
the noble German guard, vacant by 
the death of the late marſhal Colle- 
rado; lieutenant general Noſtitz is 
raiſed to the rank of general of ca- 
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16th. 


valry, and is made captain of the 


guard (called les archers) formerly* 


commanded by marſhal Thierheim; 
and general Clairfait is appointed 
vice commandant of the city of 
Vienna, in the room of general 
Noſtitz. 


William Higſon, who was 


13th. hy” 
rl. executed on Monday morn-.” 


ing in the Old Bailey, for the mur- 
der of his own ſon Joſeph, a child of 
nine years old, denied to the ordi- 
nary, the Rev. Mr. Villette, his 


having any intention to deſtroy the 


infant; though he acknowledged 
giving him the fatal blow, which 


ractured his ſkull, and cauſed his 


death. — SS 
He alſo confeſſed, that he treate 
the poor child with great barbarity 
for a conſiderable time, from an an- 
tipathy he took to it, from its wet- 
ting the bed in the night time; in 
conſequence of which he made it, 
during the courſe of laſt winter, ſit 


up all night without either fire or 


candle, and frequently beat it un- 
mercifully. | mT 

It is not unworthy of remark, that 
the above cruel wretch ſeemed more 


| ſhocked at the idea of being diſ- 


ſected at Surgeons Hall than with 
death itſelf. The horrid ſpectacles 
he had ſeen there of ſeveral mur- 
derers, from time to time, made a 
deep impreflion upon his mind, and 
engroſſed part of his converſation 
after his ſentence. 

The purſer of the North- 
umberland, for Bombay, re- 
ceived his diſpatches from the India 
houſe. This ſhip may be termed 
the laſt of the ſeaſen, the Earl of 


Talbot being taken up for the ex- 


preſs purpoſe of conveying governor 
Campbell to Madras. 

The intelligence received from 
India by the late advices is, that 


(£2 ] 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Wheler, ſenior member of the 
ſupreme council, died on the 12th of 
October, 1784. Mr. Haſtings, the 
governor- general, arrived at Cal- 
cutta on the 7th of November, in 
you health, and had taken his paſ- 
age in the Barrington Indiaman, 
and meant to leave Bengal in Fe- 
bruary, if he heard a ſucceſſor had 
been appoint d. Mr. Macpherion 
had been very ill, but was much re- 
covered. A duel had been fyught 
between lord Macartney and Mr. 
Sadlier, in which his lordſhip had the 
misfortune to be wounded, but not 
dangerouſly, and was perfectly reco- 
vered. The duel had its rite in an 
altercation at the council - board, 
which was carried to ſo great a 
length, that lord Macartney in plain 
terms accuſed Mr. Sadlier of utter- 
ing a direct falſhood. | 
Extract of a letter from Hriſtol, 
| Abril iq. 

« This day. about half paſt ore, 
tbe long- expected aſcenſion {which 
the dampneis ut the weather pre- 
vented yeſterday) of Mr. Decker's 
balloon, on ſomewhat a con- 
ſtruction, took place. Ihe county 
of Somerſet, and all the parts 24ja- 
cent, ſeemed to be emptied of cheir 
inhabitants, like true ſons and daugh- 
ters of Adam, into the city of Briſ- 
tol, which perhaps never exhibited 
ſo incredible a concourſe of people. 


The novelty and the hazard, and 


with thele, aſſuredly, great part of 
the Honour, of thoſe air-bic:vn enter- 
prizes are paſt; the rage of curioſty 
ne rather augmented than di- 
miniſhed on the preſent occailon, as 
you will eaſily ſuppoſe, when in- 
formed that two guineas an horſe, 
and three for a chaiſe, were offered 
at Bath for 12 miles conveyance : 
but the belt of the joke is, that the 
thouſands who marched hither from 


Bath to ſee the balloon aſcend 
marched back again with like rapi- 
dity, as it bent its way towards 
Lanſdown, and from thence travelled 
on towards Devizes: Decker himſelf 
did not aſcend, but his ſon, an intre- 
pid youth, ſcarcely ſeventeen years 
of age. Tie ſtreets, coffec-houſes, 
and private aſſemblies, are now 
talking over this twice- told tale, 
with a vehemence of zeal which 
might do honour to a worthier occa- 
ſton; though, if you will ſuffer a pun, 
J might ſay, the lovers of balloons 
doubtleſs ſet their affections on things 
above. It is paſt nine as I write this, 
and young Decker is yet failing 
e betwixt earth and heaven.“ Twelve 
o' clock, and I can now add the inſor- 


mation of the adventurer's having 


ſafely regained Terra Firma, three 
miles on the other ſide Chippenham, 


a circuit of about thirty miles, 


Which he performed in an hour and 
ſe ven minutes; and it is thought has, 
by the excurſion, eſtabliſhed a very 
good bank in air, the Briſtolltes 
contributing very liberally.” 


Extract of a letter from New York, 


| April 27. 

« John Adams, eſq; is, by tie 
honourable congreſs of the United 
States, appointed to be ambaſſador 
from this empire to the court of 
London; and colonel William Smith, 
late aid-de camp to his excellency 
general Washington, is appointed io 
be ſecretary to the embaſſy.“ 

28 ch. Tueſday che court martial 
: appointed to try general 
Roſs, met agreeable to their adjouru- 
ment, to receive the opinion of the 
twelve judges of England on the 
point ſubmitted to them, viz. whe- 
ther general Roſs, as an officer on 
half pay, was ſabje to the tribunal 
of a court martial. The judges gave 
an unanimous opinion, that he = 
| not; 


5 * _ = 2 


not, as a half- pay officer, ſubject to 
military law. They ſtated their an- 
ſwer on two points, and in both de- 
clared it as their opinion, that nei- 
ther his warrant as a general officer, 
nor his annuity of half- pay, rendered 


him obnoxious to military trial. In 


conſequence of this the general was 
diſcharged from the cuſtody of the 
martial, and the court broke up. 
No man ever gave a greater 
proof of attention to his 
friends, than Mr. Fox did to poor 
Sam. Houſe; for as ſoon as he 


29th. 


heard that the honeſt publican was 


ill, and wiſhed to ſee him, he went, 
and endeavoured to put his old 


friend into ſpirits; on finding he 


was in danger, he preſſed every aſſi- 


duity that might be uſed to give aſ- 


ſiſtance, and was particularly af- 


fected when he was informed it had 


been in vain, and that his worthy 
ſupporter was no more. — Auſtin, 


who has done himſelf ſo much ho- 


nour by the prints he has publiſhed, 
however, was reſolved, that though 
the original was gone, to preſerve 


Sam. 's ſemblance as an inſtance of 


integrity, for which purpoſe he has 
taken his likeneſs in wax as he lay in 
his coffin; but as many others would 
doubtleſs be equally glad to keep ſo 
worthy a character in remembrance, 
we think that gentleman could not 
do his friends a greater favour, than 


by putting the buſt into the hands of 


an engraver, and giving them an 


opportunity to obtain it. 


This evening about ſix o' clock the 
remains of poor Sam. Houſe are to 


de interred: his numerous friends, 
we underſtand, requeſted it might be 


to early in the evening, that they 
might have an opportunity of ſhew- 
ing their laſt teſtimony of regard, by 
attending his funeral. 


| 
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Exiract of 4 litter, dated Paris, 
April 22. 


e The long- expected arret or 
proclamation for creating a new 


company of merchants to trade to 
the Eaſt Indies, is at laſt made 
public. It contains fifty-ſeven heads 


or articles; I ſhall content myſelf to 
enumerate the principal ones. The 


privilege 1s 5 for ſeven years 


of peace; if war ſhould break out 
during that ſpace, the time it may 
laſt ſhall not be reckoned in dimi- 
nution of the ſeven years. 
be lawful for his majeſty's ſubjeQs, 
ſettled in the various parts of his do- 
minions, to ſend all kinds of provi- 
ſions to the Iſles of France or Bour- 


bon, which are not excluded by the 


company's privilege from trading 
coaſt-ways, or what 1s termed in the 


proclamation from India to India. 


His majeſty is pleaſed to grant to 
the ſhipping already in their way to 
the Eaſt Indies a delay of twenty- 
four months to complete their voy- 
age, and return to the ſole port of 
L'Orient, where the new company 
is to ſettle its mart. The king 
gives them a free uſe of that port, 


its halls, warehouſes, dock-yards, 


rope - walks, working - tools, &c. 


Which will be made over to them, 


when properly repaired, at the ex- 


pence of the king, who likewiſe en- 
gages to keep them in tenantable 


repairs. The ſtock of this new com- 
pany is fixed at twenty millions of 


livres, ſix of which are to be fur- 


nithed by the twelve adminiſtrators 
or directors, at the rate of 500,000 
livres each: the other fourteen mil- 
lions are to be divided into ſhares of 
1,000 livres, for which ſums the di- 


" 12 4 


It ſhall 


2 
- 


reQors 


found, and cold. 


five guineas and a watch in his 


gth. 


cognizances, &c.“ 


8 Such, in France, is the rage 


r Engliſh carriages, that up- 
wards of eight hundred ſets of Lon- 
don-made ſprings, as many coach 
wheels of the Soho manufacture, 
together with large quantities of 


' Plated furniture from Sheffield, are 


now ſhipping to France, for the 
purpoſe of manufacturing carriages 
there a- la- mode d' Anglois. 


Ach On Sunday morning a well 
dr 


eſſed young man and woman 


were found in a field near Hammer: 


ſmith, joining to the main road, 
the woman with her throat cut, 


and the man ſtabbed in the breaſt ; 


both bodies were dead when 


The Thames in many parts 
is as low as ever remembered. 


The paſſage of boats from Kew to- 


— 


Wards Richmond has been once or 
twice obſtructed. The drought in 


England, however, is not compa- 


rable with that at preſent in France, 


which threatens the moſt alarming 


conſequences. | 


Extract of a leiter from Newcaſtle 


upon Tyne, May g. 
% Early this morning eur town 


Was greatly alarmed by the 12th 
regiment, now quartered here, beat- 


ing to arms. By what we can learn, 
there is a very numerous mob aſſem- 


| bled at Shields, to the great terror 
oſ the town and its neighbourhood; 


and if report be true, the 12th re- ments from the merchants in that 


giment, though one of the com- 


pPaleteſt regiments in England, will 


find it a very difficult taſk to quell 


the riots exiſting in Shields and Sun- 


derland, where we underſtand up- 
Wards of four thouſand principally 


concerned are collected, which makes 


, 


— 


8 


The man had 


biſhop to reſide among 


4 


— 
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rectors ſhall enter into proper re- 


us fear there will be a deal of blood 
ſhed previous to the 12th regimen; 
returning here; they were accompa- 
nied by our mayor and ſheriffs; and 
by accounts juſt received from 

Shields, we hear, that immediately 
upon the regiment's marching into 
town the riot act was read, which was 


paid very little or no attention to; 


and we are ſorry to add, that there is 
little doubt, but before this reaches 
you, many lives will be loft. 

c Four companies of dragcons 
are hourly expected here from Vork, 
but ſince the ſealing of this, we 


have received advice that above 


{ſixty of the rioters at Shields are 
killed, and many more wounded.” 

The Americans who were 0 
of the epiſcopal church, hav-  * 
ing been extremely deſirous of a 
them, the 
rev. Dr. Samuel Seabury has been 


conſecrated to that office, by three 
| biſhops of the church of Scotland, 
at Aberdeen. The Engliſh biſhops 


refuſed to grant to America the 
bleſſings of epiſcopacy ; and thereby 
drove Dr. Seabury to ſeek it in Scot- 
land. — Thus we ſee exhibited an 
extraordinary phznomenon in the 
eccleſiaſtical ſyitem; an Engliſh 
miſſionary, an Oxford doctor, con- 
ſecrated by Scotch prelates a biſhop 
of the proteſtant church of New- 
England, | 
The laſt ſhips from Ame- |, 
rica have brought ſo few re- 
mittances, and ſo many pleas of 
inability to make good their pay- 


country, that ſeveral of our capital 
dealers have refuſed ſending over 
more goods, without drafts on ap- 
proved houſes in London, 
Saturday morning, between two 
and three o'clock, a moſt dreadful 
fire broke out at Meſſ. Webſter and 
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Stevens? turpentine warehouſes, in 


Potter's-felds, Horſſeydown, and 
which was not entirely got under till 
the afternoon. It is impoſſible to 
form any opinion of the damage 
which has been ſuſtained by this 
dreadful conflagration, which had 
on Saturday at noon deſtroyed as 
many houſes, warehouſes, &c. with 
all their contents, as covered be- 
tween there and four acres of 
ground, together with an Iriſh brig, 


and ſcveral boys belonging to the 


Eaſt-India company, which were 
lying near their tea waretouſes in 
that ne:2hbourhood, and which alſo 


are defiroyed. Very fortunately, 


however, there was only a part cf a 


| ſhip's cargo of tea in the warehouſes 
that were conſumed by the fire, and 
a great quantity thereof was ſaved. 


It is a moſi fortunate circumſtance 
that no wind was ſtirring in the 
moru'ng, or the whole tier of ſhip- 
ping which lay oppoſite the premiſes 
deſtrayed mult have probably ſhared 
a ſimilar fate. | N | 
In the late dreadful fire at Hor- 
ſleydown, the loſs of individuals 
has bcen very conliderable. The 
tea, it 1s true, belonged to the 
India company, and was ſome of 
that inferior commodity they had 
bought at Oſtend—bur the tar and 


the hemp were the property of indi- 


vidual traders, and having been 
landed but a day or two before, were 
not inſured. 8 


12th, . Thurſday was held the an- 


niverſary meeting of the 
Sons of the Clergy, at Which were 


preſent the right honourable the lord 
mayor, his grace the archbiſhop of 


York, the right honourable the lord 


chancellor, the right honourable 
the earl of Uxbridge, the biſhops of 


| Rocheſter, Ely, Worceſter, Bangor, 


Lincoln, Litchfield and Coventry, 
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and Glouceſter ; aldermen Pickett, 
and Boydell; fheriffs Hopkins and 
Bates; the rev. Dr. Harley, dean 
of Windſor, fir George Baker, fir 
Joſhua Reynolds, Jonas Hanway, 
eſq; John Crewe, eſq; with many 
of the clergy and gentry. | 

The ſermon was preached by the 
rev. Thomas Jackſon, D. D. from 
the fixth chapter of St, PauPs epiſ- 
tle to the Galatians, the 6th, 7th, 
and 8th verſes. 

Collection at St. C. . d. 


Paul's, on Tueſday the 
roth inſtant - 187 4 0: 
Ditto on Thurſday e 
the 12th _ - 205 13 6 
Ditto at Merchant 
, SE: 


Taylors Hall 


1 920 12 1 

On Saturday the Prince * 
of Wales was admitted a. Ls 
member of the beef-ſieak club. 
His royal highneſs having ſignified 


his wiſh of belonging to that ſociety, 


and there not being a vacancy, it 
was propoſed to make him an hono- 
rary member; but that being de- 


clined, it was agreed to increaſe, the 


number from twenty-four to twenty- 
five, in conſequence of which his 
royal highneſs was unanimouſly 


el:&ted.—The beef-ſteak club has 


been inſtituted juſt fifty years, and 
conſiſts of ſome of the moſt claſ- 
ſical and ſprightly wits in the king- 


dom. 


DrED. At his houſe in Ruſſel- 
ſtreet, Covent-garden, My Tho- 
mas Davies, bookſeller, formerly 
of Drury-lane theatre, and author 


of the life of Garrick, dramatic 


miſcellanies, &c. | 
A man, named Froome, lately at 

Holmes-chapel, in Cheſhire, at the 

wonderful age of 125 years, eight 


months. This patriafchal rarity 


was 


© 
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was guardian to the late John Smith 
Barry, eſq; who, in conſideration of 
his great age, and Jong ſervices, 
left him an annuity of 50 l. a year, 
which he enjoyed with unulual 
health till about two years before his 
death. He has a ſon now living 
turned of go, who works at a manu- 
factory in Lancaſhire, and promiſes 
fair to arrive at as great an age as 


| his late father. 


JUN R 1585. 

Vienna, June 1. Our laſt letters 
from Inſpruck give a melancholy 
account of a phænomenon, lately 
perceived in the country about that 
Hom, and which is equally ftrange 
and alarming. A kind of peſti- 
- Hential dew, or rather miſt, has late- 

Iy fallen on the feeds, which haye 
by its pernicious effects been en- 
tirely deſtroyed, In the beginning 
of the ſpring all the cultivated 
parts of the country preſented the 
moſt promiſing proſpect of a plenti- 
ful harveſt, but all hopes are now va- 
niſhed; not only have the ſeeds all 
at once been ſtopt in their growth, 
but are ſo completely rotten in the 
ground, that the fields appear as if 


EE. they had never been ſown. What 


Increaſes the apprehenſions of the 
| Huſbandman is, that this kind of 
Plague extends daily from place to 
place, and occaſions the like da- 
mages in every part of the neigh- 
bouring kelds. | 
There are now living in the ſame 
houſe, at Ketton, in Rutlandfaire, a 
great - great grandſather, a great 
grandfather, wo grandfathers, a 
rand mother, and fix great grand- 
children, confiſting of nine perſons 
in all, 17 about two years ago the 


great grandfather buried his mother 
and his wife in the ſame coffin, 
On Wedneſday arrived from 

the United States of America, 20. 
col. Smith (late aid-de-camp to ge- 
neral Waſhington, during the Ame- 
rican war) as ſecretary to an ambaſ. 
ſador from that country, and on the 
day following his excellency gon 
Adams (with his lady and daughter) 
as plenipotentiary from e United 
States of America to the court of 
Great Britain; and we hear he has 
delivered his credentials to the mar- 
quis of Carmarthen. Veſterday his 
excellency John Adams was intro- 
duced to his majeſty, and moſt gra- 
ciouſly received. | 

Mr. Richard Atkinſon has F 
left by his will 35,000]. to lady 3© 
A. Lindſey—8001. a year to lady 
Margaret Fordyce—5c001. each to 
nine nephews and nieces—and the 
eldeſt nephew 5coo]. a year, toge- 
ther with the rehdue of his eſtate 
and effects, which is ſuppoſed to be 
immenſe. Fe TR 
Extract of a letter from Dunkirk, 

. June 7. - 
« An American ſhip, the Virgi- 

nia packet, Steane, from Maryland, 
is ſeized here for a contraband 
trade; and, as is cuſtomary, all 


the crew ſent to priſon, The Ame- 
rican miniſter will probably be fa- 


voured with a releaſe of the peo- 

ple, but ſhip and cargo are for- 

rented”? == | | 
Oxford, Fune 14. Early on Fri- 


» 


day morning, June 14, and during 


the whole of the forenoon, company 
were inceſſantly pouring into Ox- 
ford, Mr. Sadler having announced 
his intention on that day of once 
more aicending in his balloon.— 
Purſuant to this promiſe, the necei- 
ſary preparations were made behind 

Corpus 


where he was aſſiſted by 
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Corpus Chriſti college, where the 


round had been previouſly fenced 


off; and about half paſt one o' clock 
the balloon was judged ſufficiently 
inflated, and the car for accommo- 
dating two paſſengers began to be 
attached, by fixing it to the cords of 
the netting. This operation was 
greatly impeded by the preſſure of 
the crowd. At two o'clock, how- 
ever, every thing having been ad- 
juited, colonel Fitzpatrick and Mr, 
Sadler ſeated themſelves in the car, 
when the balloon was found incapa- 
ble of aſcending with both the paſ- 
ſengers, and the colonel being re- 
ſolved not to quit his ſeat, a due 
proportion of balleſt was added, 


and after receiving the flag, and pro- 


per inſtructions from Mr. Sadler, he 
aſcended alone. The day ing 
perfectly ſerene, the balloon roſe 
with flow majeſtic grandeur, bear- 
ing to the South-weſt, and cont» 
aved perceptible, though at a great 


diſtance, for about 47 minutes, at 
which time it ſeemed to fink gra- 


dually into the horizon. 75 

The colonel manifeſted a cool in- 
trepidity, both before and after the 
balloon had been launched, and 
continued waving his flag as Jong as 
he could poſſibly retain ſight of the 
ſpectators below. . 
In his paſſage the colonel had not 
expended any of his ballaſt, but 
deſcended in conſequence of a rent 
near the bottom of the balloon, 
occaſioned by the expanſion ef the 
internal air, which was not diſco- 
vered by Mr. Fitzpatrick, till aſter 
he had reached the ground. 

He deſcended near Kingſton Liſle, 
oppoſite the White Horſe hills, 
Berks, without the leaſt injury; 
the 
country people in ſecuring the bal - 
org Fee 


1235 
2k Laſt Sunday afternoon, a 

* murder, attended with the 
moſt uncommon . circumſtances of 
barbarity, was perpetrated in Char- 
lotte-ſtreet, Rathbone Place. Mr. 
Orell, an attorney in that ſtreet, 
and his wife, went out at three 
o'clock, leaving their ſervant maid 
in the houſe, They returned within 


the hour, when the ſervant not an- 


ſwering the cor, they concluded 
that ſhe had ſtepped out; and they 
went away again for a ſhort time. 
Upon their ſecond return, the ſame 
dificul:y occurring, it was deter- 
mined to enter the back part ot the 
houſe, by getung over a wall; 
when the girl was diſcovered upon 
the kitchen floor, weltering in 
blood, a moſt horrid ſpectacle, 
From the various marks of violence, 
ſhe muſt have made a ftrong reſiſt. 


-ance. Her head appeared to have 


been ſtruck at wita a poker; her 
throat effectually cut thronga the 
wind-pipe ; two fingers nearly cat 
off; a deep wound on one breaſt, 


and otherways dreadfully mangled. 


She was yet alive, and made ſigns, 
but was unable to, ſpeak ; and was 
conveyed to the Middleſex hoſpital, 
where ſhe expired abour one 1n the 


morning, The houſe was found to 


be robbed of ſpoons, and ſome other 
plate that lay about. | 

The mulatto, who was ſuſpected 
of having committed the aforemen- 
tioned murder and robbery, was 
apprehended on the mormng of the 
28th, and after a long examination, 
at the public office, Bow-titreet, 
nothing appearing to confirm the 
ſuſpicion againit him, he was diſ- 
cmarged; another perſon, however, 
who had vilited the girl as a ſweet- 
heart, was brought to the ſame 
place in the afternoon, and ſome 
eircumſtances arifing, by no means 
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in his favour, he was committed for 
Further examination. ; 
DiB D, At Somerton, in Somer- 
ſerſhire, Jonathan Randolph, gent. 
aged 107 years. 5 

At his houſe in Charlotte- 
ſtreet, Rathbone Place, Wil- 
ham Langdon, eſq; rear admiral of 
the white; his reputation as an offi- 
cer will flouriſh, and his name be 
held dear by his country, whilſt the 
various ſervices in which he bore a 
diſtinguithed part, are remembered, 
particularly the celebrated action 
off Cape Frangois, in 1757, fought 
by Forreſt, Suckling, and Lang- 
don. 


29th. 


Lately at Braemar, in the 
ire of Inverneſs, one Mary 
Cameron, aged 139 years. She 
_ retained her ſenſes to the laſt, and 


zoth. mn 


was a member of the epiſcopal 


church. She remembered the re- 
Joicings at the reſtoration of Charles 
II. Her hovſe was an aſylum to 
the exiled epiſcopal clergy at the 
revolution, and to the gentlemen 
who were proſcribed in the year 
1715, and 1745.— Upon hearmg 
that the forfeited eſtates were re- 
ſtored, ſhe exclaimed, Let me 
„now die in peace, I want to ſee 
* no more in this world.“ 


* — — 
— 


2 
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oF 2 A ſervant girl of farmer 
Pitkin's, of Murſley, Bucks, 
committed ſuicide in a very extra- 
ordinary manner: while her maſter 
and his men were weeding in the 


field, ſhe took a cord, and „ it 
er 


tight round the upper part of 
left thigh, and with a fleam and 
ftick uſed in bleeding cattle, made 
a deep inciſion through the artery, 
and bled to death be fore any aſſiſt- 


ance could be procured. + The in- 
queſt brought in their verdict lu. 
nacy. | 

ch. The commiſſioners appoint- 
5% ed for putting the tax on ſhop. - 
keepers into execution, met at 
Guildhall, and refuſed to qualify 
themſelves according to the act, or 
have any concern in that unpopular 
impoſt. r 

A gold medal of exquiſite work- 

manſhip has lately been ſtruck to 
commemorate the gallant defence 
made by the garriſon of Gibraltar. 
On one ſide is a Latin inſcription, 
encircling ſome emblematic objects, 
and on the reverſe a motto in Ger- 
man. One of theſe medals is given 
to governor Eliott, and one ſent 
to each of the three German ge- 
nerals, who aſliſted during the 
liege, 2 85 

Paris, July 8. A young woman 


lately forſaken by a libertine huſ- 


band, carried her infant to the 
borders of the Seine, cut its throat, 
then flabbed herſelf, and plunged 
with her infant into the Seine. 
Suicide ſeems of late to have be- 
come very common in France. On 
the evening of the 1ſt of this 
month, a young man walking under 
the trees in the Elyſian Fields, near 


the hotel d'Evreux, he knelt down 


behind an elm, raiſed his eyes to 
heaven, and putting a piſtol to his 
mouth, ſhot himſelf” in preſence of 
200 ſpeCtators. In his pockets were 
found four balls and two gra. 
ſous in money. He was tolerably 
dreſſed, and his linen remarkably 
clean. It is not yet known who he 


WAS. 

„ On Tuſday laſt Dr. Mac- 

ige. ginnis, who — convicted of 

ſtabbing Mr. Hardy, the hatter in 

Newgate-ſtreet, two years ago, was 

diſcharged from his confinement hs 
ET the 
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the King's-Bench, and ſet off for 
the continent. 


They write from Peterſburgh, 


that the Empreſs, with the Grand 
Ducheſs, in a train of 11 coaches, 
and apwards of 400 horſemen, ſet 
out on the 8th ult. on a grand tour, 
in which they were to be abſent two 
months or more. The Czarina is 
going to ſhew Herſelf in her new- 
acquired dominions. Caravans of 
provifions, &c. have been ſent for- 
ward, and every poſſible pains taken 
to accommodate the illuſtrious tra- 
vellers. 
Extra# of a letier received from 
Major Money, dated Norwich, 
Fuly 25. | | | 


« On Saturday laft, about four 


o'clock in the afternoon, I aſcended 
from this place with a balloon, and 
was driven out to ſea, not being 
able to let myſelf down, from the 


valve being too ſmall. After blow- 


ing about for near two hours, I 
dropped into the ſea. My ſituation, 
you may eaſily conceive, was very 
unpleaſant : the dificultes I had to 
encounter to keep the balioon up, 
(that was torn, and only as an um- 
brella over my head} were allonith- 
ing. A Dutch veſſel was within a 
mile of me; but whether from want 
of humanity, or by miſtaking the 
| balloon for a ſea monſter, 1 knew 
not, ſheered off, and left me ro my 
fate; a boat chaſed me for two 


hours, till juſt dark, then bore away. 


began to give up all hopes, and 
even wiſhed Providence had given 
me the fate of Pilatre de Rozier, 

rather than ſuch a lingering death, 
1 exerted myſelf, however, to pre- 
ſerve life as long as poſſible, by 
keeping the ballvon floating over 
my head, fiaking inch by inch, as 
it loſt its power to keep me out of 
the water. I was breaſt high when 


Half paſt eleven at night, and ſo 


tural hiſtory; as {nch we give it to 


mer, for between twenty and thirty 
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taken up by a revenue cutter, at 


weak, I was obliged to be lifted our 
of the car into the ſhip, I was put 
to bed, and having drank two or 
three glaſſes 'of grog (which was 
by far more delicious than Cham- 
paigne) I fell aſleep, and did not 
wake till fix the next morning. 
We landed at Loweſtoffe at eight, 
from thence I immediately ſent an 
expreis to Norwich, where every 
one concluded J was inevitably loſt, 
Any man with leſs Rrength than 
myſeli muſt have periſhed,” | 

oh The following is perhaps 
an unveara-of inſtance in na- 
our readers, and can vouch for its 
truth. Lately died, at Middleton 
Cheney, in Northamptonſhire, a 
cheſnut ſtone-horſe, in the thirty- 
ninth year of his age. He was well 
known in many hunts more than 
thirty years ago. The gentleman 
in whoſe poſſeſſion he died, bought 
him at wo years old; at Which 
time of life he took him to houſe, 
broke him, and afterwards con- 
ſtantly rode him, winter and ſum- 


years, without ever turning him out 

again on any account. The latter 
part of his life he ran looſe in an 
open ſtable, but was never turned 
out. Notwithſtanding all this, he 
was perfectly ſound and free from 
blemiſhes till within a month of his 
death, when he got a ſtrain in the 
ſtable, of which he did not recover; 
ſo that at laſt he may be truly ſaid 
rather to have died of an aceidem, 
than of old age: as a proof that he 
did, he got ſeveral foals laſt year, 
and had covered this ſeaſon, not 
long before his death. 10 
if Dizp. At his houſe in 
*.* C:anham Hall, Eſf x, general 
James 


Ah. 


9 C r 
* * * 
* 


James Oglethorpe, aged 102 years. 
He was the oldeſt general in Eng- 
land. In the year 1706 he marched 
with a party of guards as enſign at 
the proclamation of peace. 

The late general Oglethorpe was 
foremoſt amongſt thoſe ſpirited gen- 
tlemen who founded the colony of 
Georgia in North America, in the 
year 1732. He watched its infancy 
with ſolicitude, and obſerved its in- 
creaſing ſpirit with pleaſure, He 
founded Savannah, and when the 


Spaniards attempted to invade that 


ſettlement, he beat them from the 
fort they took poſſeſſion of, and reſ- 
cued the province. "Es 


CC 


— 
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24 Letters from New York, 

brought over in the Druid, 
Captain Heath, arrived at South- 
ampton, for the purpoſe of carrying 


Dr. Franklin to America, adviſe, 
that trade was very dull in that 


city; that great jealouſies and diſ- 


contents reigned throughout the co- 


lonies ; and; that there was not a 
ſingle merchantman in the port of 
New-Y ork, at the time the Druid 
failed from thence. 

The Eaſt, India company 
have given leave to a company 


of private adventurers to fit out two 


WMuips on a trading voyage to Cook's 


Kiter, and other parts adjacent, 
Which, from the quantity of furs 


theſe places abound with, it is 
thought will be a very advantageous 
undertaking. 
On Tueſday his grace the duke 
of Dorſet arrived in town from 
Paris, and on Wedneſday waited 


on the king at St. James's, Mr. 
Hailes acts as chargé des affaires 
at Paris during his grace's abſence, 


4 


ſon. 
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he being the duke's ſecretary to the 


embaſly, is hourly expected in Eng- 
land. 


Count d' Adhemar, the French 


2mbailador, in conſequence of let- 


ters of recall, left his houſe on Tueſ. 
day afternoon, at three o'clock, and 
ſet off for Dover on his way to 
France. His departure was ſo ſud- 
den, that even the other foreign 
ambaſſadors were not acquainted 
with it, and miniſters, it is ſaid, 
are ignorant of the cauſe. | 
Leghorn, Auguſt 5. Their Sici- 
lian majeſties arrived here this even- 
ing from Genoa, on board the Saint 
Joachimo line of battle ſhip, accom- 


panied by the Neapolitan fleet, 


with his Britannic majeſty's frigates, 
the Thetis and Orpheus, and a 
Dutch frigate and cutter. Their 


majeſties landed privately after ſun. 


ſet, went to the French comedy, 
and the ſame evening ſet out for 
Florence. 


Berlin, Auguſt 16. The king of 


Pruſſia paſſed through this city from 


Potzdam very early this morning, 
in his way to Sileſia, 'The ma- 
nœuvres at the camp of Groſſen- 
Tintz, four German miles from 
Breſlaw, are intended to be per- 
formed on. the 21ſt, 22d, 23d, and 
24th inſt. The prince of Pruſſia 
accompanies the king. 
12th _ The advices from Aleppo 
Tn ſay, that the diſorder there 
had carried off above 30,000 inha- 
bitants, chiefly thoſe of the new 
city. The old town, from being 
thinly inhabited, had, in a great 
meaſure, eſcaped the contagion, 


which had been increaſed in a vio- 


lent degree by the heat of the ſea- 
The Kaliſh, or canal, which 
conveyed the waters of the Nile 
into the metropolis, and Joſeph's 
Well, were both dried up, and 5 

| | only 


ere 
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only cattle, but numbers of the 
lower ranks of people, had actually 
periſhed from thirſt. 5 

h The victualling buſineſs 
27th. js entirely removed from 
Tower-hill; the clerks offices being 
at Somerſet-houſe, and the killing, 
curing, & c. of proviſions, at the 
new victualling- office, lately built 


near to the king's yard at Dept- 


ford; where, with the addition of a 
bakehouſe for making biſcuit, it is 
the moſt convenient that can be 
imagined for victualling men of war 
in the river. 


SEPTEMBER 1785. 
Dublin, Sept. 1. Tueſday, 2 


conſiderable number of the working 
manufacturers of this city went in 
a body, armed, to the houſe of Mr. 
Tobin, in the earl of Meath's Li- 
berty, from whence they took a 
piece of French manufactured cloth, 
which, though of an inferior qua- 
lity, was ſent there to be preſſed, 
and done up in the ſame manner as 
Iriſh, with an intention, in that ſtate, 
of retailing it as the manufacture of 
this kingdom. Having made a fire, 
they burnt it, amidſt the huzzas, 
groxns, and hiſſes of the ſurround- 


ing multitude, and then proceeded 


to ſearch after a large importa- 
tion of Engliſh woollens, but with- 
out effect, the goods having been 
timely conveyed out of their reach. 

We have authority to inform the 
public, that Charles Clutterbuck, 
who was capitally convicted in 
France for a fraud and forgery on 


the bank of England, and whoſe 


ſentence of death was, through the 
demency of his moft chriſtian ma- 
jeſty, changed for that of being ſent 
to the gallies for life, ſet out from 


[239 
Arras the 31ſt of laſt month, chained, 
together with ſeveral other felons, 
for the place of his deſtination. 

An extraordinary robbery 


3d. was committed laſt Saturday 


morning, at Mrs. Bennet's, the fign 
of the Three Rabbits, on the Rum. 
ford road. Mr. W——— of Goſe 
field in Eſſex, who is agent for the 
Scots and Lincolnſhire ſaleſmen, 
came to the above houſe on the 
evening before, in order to proceed 
to Smithfield market, with upwards 
of zleven hundred pounds, in drafts. 
and bank notes, beſides a purſe, 
containing 162 guineas and a half, 
in his pocket. He went to bed early - 
that night, and placed the above 
property in his breeches beneath his 

head. A youtn, genteelly dreſſed, 

lay in the ſame room, and found 

means to convey the notes and mo- 

ney from under Mr. W 's pil- 


low, and departed with the whole 


before break of day. At ſeven 
o' clock Mr. W—— diſcovered the 
theft; and ſent immediately to the 
different public offices in London. 
After a long ſearch, a woman was 
taken into cuſtody yeſterday morn- 
ing, at an obſcure lodging in the 
Mint, Southwark, who, upon ex- 
amination, was diſcovered to be 
the identical perſon who kad taken 
up her quarters at Mrs. Bennet's 
inn on Friday night. Eight hun- 


dred pounds in notes and caſh were 


found concealed in her cloaths. She 
was ſoon after carried to the public 


office in Bow-ſtreet, where the noteg 


were ſworn to by Mr. W——, and 

her perſon aſcertained by the cham. * 
ber-maid of the inn. Her boy's 
apparel was alſo produced. She 


denied any knowledge of the tranſ- 
action with great compoſure, and 


was committed to Tothill - fields 
Bridewell. It appeared, in the 
; courſe 


— 
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, courſe of the evidence, that on her 
. __ coming 
ſome of the notes at different ſhops, 


th town ſhe had changed 


and had on Saturday laſt viſited 2 
Female convict in Newgate, to whom 
the had made a preſent of a pair of 
filver buckles, and other trifling ar- 
ticles. 'The name of the above of- 
fender is Davis; ſhe is extremely 
handſome, and not more than eigh- 


teen years of age. It is ſaid (he is 
Connected with a numerous gang, 


and has long been employed in rob- 
beries ſimilar to the above iniqui- 
tous tranſact ion. 


Erxtradt of a letter from Porthaouth, 


Sept, 6. 


& At ten o' clock laſt night there 
came on at this place a moſt violent 
hurricane as ever was known at this 


feaſon, within the memory of the 


oldeſt perſon preſent ; which has con- 
tinued, and ſtill continues, without 


intermiſſion, with the ſame degree 


of violence: at this preſent moment 


the waves break over the platform 


and fort-houſe, and force their way 


__ againſt the governor's houſe; the 


parade appears a perfect head of 
water, hkewile the greateſt part of 


South Sea Common. A ſmall veſ- 


' fel was drove from the buoy at Spit- 
head, with great violence, into the 


innermoſt part of the pier of the 


un-wharf, but no material damage 


s happened to her; nor do I hear 


of any at preſent, excepting a num- 
ber of boats being ſtove to pieces. 
From the exceſſive height of the 


tide, and the turbulence of the wea- 


ther, it has the appearance of an 
mundation round both town and 
common.” 


Extras c aletiter from Dower, Sept. 5. 


This mocniog has been a ſhock- 
ing ſcene of diſtrels, from the conſe- 


quence of the high wind, which ble 
quite a tempeſt. I never ſaw the {c; 
ſo much agitated. Several veſſels at- 
tempted the harbour without effect; 
at laſt, an Engliſh cutter came in 
quite under water, but ſafe. A few 
minutes after, ſecing the cutter ſafe, 
a French veſſel with fix men on 
board, made the fame attempt, and 
here a moſt dreadful ſcene appeared. 
After being in an inſtant buricd by 
the waves, ihe roſe again, with the 
loſs of a man waited overboard. In 
a ſhort time another ſwell quite 
ſwallowed her up. Her unfortunate 
crew did not appear for ſome time, 
but at laſt were perceived floating on 
a part of the wreck. In this ſitua- 
tion they floated from the pier-head, 
till they came oppoſite Vork-houſe, 
ſometimes in view, and at others 
buried by the riſing waves. Though 
the ſea rolled mountains high, four 
Engliſh ſailors had the temerity to 
ſtrip themſelves, and ventured their 
lives to ſave two of them, who {till 
continued on the rafters of the v*{- 
ſel, and picked them up ſafe. In 
doing this, they overſet the boat, 
which turned them bottom upwards; = 
but fortunately a violent ſea drove _ 
them all on ſhore together, ſo that 
only four of the crew periſhed.” 


Extract of a leiter from Plymouth, 
| Sept. 6. 


Laſt night and this day our uſual 
ftorm at this ſeaſon of the year 
commenced, with a violent gale at 
S. W. and has blown with incredible 
fury, accompanied with a moſt tre- 
mendous pitching ſea. A boat with 
three men was overſet in Hamoaze, 
and all periſhed. There are but tuo 
men of war in the Sound, Which 
ride 1t out very well. 

One of the king's cutters is loft 
between Margate and ne 

| | e 
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the late high winds; the crew got 
ſafe on ſhore at Kingigate. 


Extract of a letter from Harwich, 


Sept. 8. 

« We had one of the moſt vio- 
lent gales here that we have expe- 
rienced fince the 1k of January, 
1779. It began on Tueſday morn- 
ing about one o'clock, and conti- 
nued ſixteen hours with all the fury 
of a hurricane, inſomuch that the 
packet was detained, and did not 
fail till yeſterday. A new ſhip, the 
Excellent, of 74 guns, is on the 
point of launching from the king's 
vard here.“ 

Extract of a letter from Brighthelm- 
| 7... 

« The fiſhermen on the coaſt 
have lately caught in their nets ſome 
young ravenous fiſh, about two feet 
in length, which with great diffi- 
culty and danger they have diſen- 
gaged from their nets, to the great 
detriment thereof, and to the injury 
of their buſineſs. The ignorant peo- 


ple here ſuppoſed them to be what is 


called dog- fiſh, whoſe eyes and teeth 


reſemble thoſe of the common ſhark; 


but tome gentlemen who have been 


deſired to examine into the matter, 


have, to the unſpeakable horror of 
the bathers, pronounced this fierce 
ſpecies of fiſh to be that of the ſqua- 
lus or true tyger ſhark, uncominon 
on our coaſts, but well known to our 
ſeamen in the Weſt Indies. What 
puts the matter beyond all doubt is, 
that the fiſhermen informed the gen- 


tlemen that they. have lately had 


ſome very large ones entangled in 
their nets, of ſix and eight feet in 
length, which have torn their nets to 


pieces in purſuit of their prey; 


whereas the dog-fiſh, or tuberone of 
Joſſelyn, never exceeds three feet 
and a half in length, We are happy 


to find there has been no miſchief 


Yor, XXVII. 
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done to any perſon by them hi- 
therto.“ | LIM 
. Te marine ſociety is eſ- 
19": tabliſhed at Brifiglhand ma- 
ny poor lads are already cloathed, 
and admitted into this excellent 
ſeminary for maritime knowledge. 
The boys ſo educated will be fit for 
the royal navy or merchants? ſet 
vice. A more excellent charity has 
not for many years palt been re 


to add honour to the crater 


England. The excellent defign oF 


this ſociety has more intrinſic merit 
than all the eloquence of a century 
can equal. Struggles to do good, 
and not emotions to gratify ambi- 
tion, ſhould fix the voice of popula- 
rity; it then would become—Yox 
populi vox iii. | 
Dublin, Sept. 15. Laſt night the 
following molt atrocious murder was 
perpetrated, and which, indeed, for 
the honour of human nature, ſhould 
ever reſt in oblivion: Near eight 
o*clock James Ennis, a lad about 
nineteen years of age, ſon to a bar- 
ber who lives in Angel-alley, High- 
ſtreet, returning home ſomewhat in- 
toxicated with liquor, and having 
ſome trifling diſpute with his father, 
who was in his ſhirt, pulfed out a 
razor, and, gave him four deep 
wounds in the arms, thighs, and bo- 
dy; on his mother's interfering, and 
endeavouring to protect the Fife of 
her aged huſband from the bloody 
and ferocious attack of her unnatu- 
ral ſon, the inhuman villain, draw- 


ing a ſecond razor, cut the arteries . 


and finews of her arm acroſs, and, 
{till unſated, wounded her in two 
other places; luckily ſhe had ſufſi- 
cient ſtrength and preſence of mind 
left to alarm the neighbours, who 
arrived time enough to prevent the 
completion of his bloody purpoſes; 
but the hapleſs woman, from the ex- 
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traordinary effuſion of blood from 
her wounds, ſoon became motion- 
leſs, having firſt made ſigns for a 
clergymag, who d arrived 
ſome littlè time before ſhe expired, 
which was in the moſt were Ann, 
agony; and the ill-doomed maime 
ſurvivor was ſent to the infirmary, 
with ſmall hopes of recovery, On 
the alarm being given, the 3 
„ giabolical monſter attempted to eſ- 
* BY but fortunately without effect. 


When examined laſt night, and 
eemingly in perfect ſobriety, he ſo- 
5 averred that he had been vi- 
| fited by a ghoſt or ſpectre, for ſeven 
nights before, which had prompted 
him to the perpetration of the above 
fernal and unparalleled acts of 
barbarity. | WS. 
Hague, Sept. 30. On Saturday laſt 
a courier arrived here from Paris, 
with the news that a preliminary 
convention was ſigned there the 
zoth inſtant, between the imperial 
ambaſſador and the ambaſſadors of 
the republic, the principal articles 
of which are, that their High Migh- 
tineſſes ſhall pay the ſum of nine 


5 million five hundred thouſand flo- 


Tins, as a compenſation for Maeſ- 
tricht, &c. and five hundred thou- 
. ſand for the damage occaſioned by 

the inundations. Palem is to be 
ceded to the emperor, with its de- 
pendencies (except Ooſt and Cadier) 
for an adequate exchange in the 
diltrit of Outreh Meuſe. The li- 


mits of Flanders to remain as in 


1664. The ſovereignty of the em- 


— 


1 8 upon the Scheld is acknow- 


20 Ir from Antwerp to the ex- 
tent of the territory of Saſtingen, 
according to the line of 1664. 

The forts of Kruiſchans and Fre. 
derick Henry to be evacuated 
and demoliſhed, and the foil ceded 
to his imperial majeſty, Lillo and 
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Liefkenſhoek are alſo to be evacu- 


ated and delivered up to the empe. 


ror in their preſent ſtate, who re- 
nounces his claims to the villages of 
Bladel and Reuſſel; and all pecu- 
niary pretenſions on either fide are 
reciprocally annulled. EET 
DiE. At Folehill, a village a- 


bout three miles from Coventry, a 


woman of the name of Neale, at 
the amazing age of 122 (being born 
in the reign of Charles the Second) 
who till within a few years of her 
death walked to and from Coventry 


every market-day. This good wo- 


man ſcarcely ever experienced an 
hour's 1lIneis, and never uſed ſpecta- 
cles. She had eleven children, one 
only of whom is living, and is up- 


/ 


wards of 100, and the youngeſt of 


them was 84 when he died. There 
is a grandſon of the ſame woman 


now hving in London, and who is 
near 70, though his appearance does 


not beſpeak him much more than 
40; from which, and from his acti- 


vity, and his chearful and apparent 


happy diſpoſition, it ſhould ſeem that 


he will not be outdone in longevity 


by any of his anceſtors. 


— 
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A deſperate affray hap- 
pened at Stepney, between 
ſome Chineſe Tartars and a body of 
Laſcars, many of whom were armed 


14th. 


with ſwords, long knives, and other 


offenſive weapons; ſeveral were 
badly wounded on both fides, parti- 
cularly one of the Tartars, who was 


left for dead; which ſo enraged the 


reſt of his countrymen, that they col- 


Cock-hill, Limehouſe, Blackwall, 
&c. and went armed with blud- 


geons to the houſe at Stepney, 


where 


lected a large reinforcement from 


RON Ic. E 


where the Laſcars were, and dared 
them to come out; a great riot en- 
ſued, and the matter became ſo ſe- 
rious as to call for the interference 
of the peace - officers to put a ſtop to 
it, which with much trouble they 
did. The Tartars ſeized a poor 
Laſcar coming out of Stepney 
church-yard, tied his hands behind 
him, and were going to have blood 
for blood, as they termed it, in re- 
venge for their countryman, who it 
is ſuppoſed cannot recover. But 
luckily for the poor fellow, ſome of 
the peace-officers hearing of it, in- 
terpoſed and ſaved him, and with 
much entreaty prevailed on the Tar- 
tars to diſperſe. Great numbers of 
them took their abode at the Green 
Dragon, in the neighbourhood. 
Two poor blacks periſhed for 
want early 6n Saturday morning 
the 15th. It ſeems they had crept un- 


der the new ſtone-buildings in Lin- 


coln's-inn, behind the Six Clerks 


Office, and as the watchman was 
going his walk, and calling the 


hour of four, he heard the groan of 


a man, and on his ſearching under 


the building, found the two poor 
- diſtreſſed objects; one of them was 


+ Juſt dead, and the other was fo far 
exhauſted that he died before the 


leaſt aſſiſtance could be given him; 
indeed, no other comfort could have 
been had at that hour, than a little 


ſpirits and water which the watch-. 


man had by him to drink during the 

night, and which was accordingly 
adminiſtered, but without effect. 

| © It is a fact not leſs alarm- 

* ing than true, that the. a- 

mount of that national bane, the 

poor rates, has increaſed, within 


this year or two, above a hundred 


thouſand pounds a year. 
Poland, Oct. 20. The Pruſſian a- 
gents who arrived ſome time ſince 


27th. 


» 


* 


1243 
in this kingdom, have purchaſed a 
great number of horſes for military 


ſervice, and likewiſe great quanti- 


ties of rye and wheat. They ſtill 
remain here in expectation of re- 


ceiving new commiſſions, 


The treaty of an alliance 


24th. offenſive and defenfive be- 


ing ſigned between Ruſſia, Auſtria, - 


and Venice, 1s no longer kept ſecret. 


The intent of this alliance is to 


check any hoſtile meaſures of the 
Porte, and to force it to comply 


with the emperor's defires relative 
to the boundaries. 


of the Ottoman empire, notwith- 


The weak ſtate 


ſtanding its military preparations, 


and the diviſions among its mini- 
ſters, ſeem to preſage the approach 


ing ruin of that once formidable 
power. | | 


The London packet, captain 
Truxton, is arrived at Philadelphia, 
after a fine paſſage, and landed 


Dr. Franklin in good health; upon 


which occaſion the city was illumi- 


nated, with other demonſtrations of 
joy. 


mentioned, that the cele- 
brated democratic hiſtorian, Mrs. 


Catharine M Aulay Graham, failed” 
for Europe the middle of july 
laſt. | ; 


Yeſterday*s poſt brought accounts 
of the greateſt diſcontents which 


The Pennſylvania packet 


ij 
. 1 


have ſhewn themſelves for ſome 


years in Scotland, having broken 
out into acts of public outrage at 


Aberdeen. When the expreſs left 


Aberdeen, the priſoners who had 


been committed by the provoſt were 


liberated by force; — the council 
chamber was nearly deſtroyed, and 


the magiſtrates obliged. to fly for 
ſafety ;—the military were called in, 


but being too few in number to en- 


counter the vaſt multitude of the diſ- 
; | affected, 


IXI 2 


244] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1784-5. 


affected, no uſe could be made 
of them They are ſuppoſed to 
be encouraged and ſtimulated by 
the Jacobite and republican parties, 
who are both very numerous, in A- 
berdeenſhire. 

185 Dr Ep. On Saturday morn- 


In the 29th year of her age, Mrs. 

* Kelly, the noted Jh Fairy, who 

' was only 34 inches high; ſhe was 
that morning delivered of a child 
22 inches long, by Meſſrs. Mor- 
gate, Donne, and Rigby; the child 
lived about two hours after its birth. 
Mrs. Kelly had been ſhewn in Nor- 
wich ſome time previous to her 
death; the ſmallneſs of her figure, 
and the circumſtance of her being 
pregnant, cauſed a vaſt number of 
people to ſee her, and ihe was 
reckoned the 
ſeen. 


» 9 — 
n 


NOVEMBER 1785. 


We are informed that Ara- 
bia has again produced a pro- 
phet and a warrior, who is begin- 
ring with ſucceſs the career of the 
impgftor Mahomet. This man has 
already coltected a large body of 
Giſeiples and followers from the va- 
rous tribes of Arabs. He forbids his 
Eiciples from pilgrimage to or at 
tn-wrab of Mahomet, aſſerting that 
the | 
perleded by his miſſion. He has 
framed ſeveral new jaws in addition 
to his predecefſor's, winch he 1a;'s 
the depfavity of mankind has 1en- 


finee been appointed by the Supreme 
Power to work à reformatian. He 


ing laſt, in Berry- ftreet, 


greateſt curioſity ever. 


2 nower of that prophet is now ſu- 


dered neceſſary, and that he has Jong 


Keeps his troops in the noſt exact 
-«{cipline, and has alreavy ieized on 


| ſeveral ſtrong poſts, It 1s ſulpeRed 


that his firſt ſtep will be to fall on 
the caravan fromthe Porte to Mecca, 
The event of this pretender is un- 
certain, but he bids fair for ſucceſs, 
The Arabs, naturally of a fiery and 
turbulent diſpoſition, wanted only a 
chief to unite, and lead them from 
their deſarts. When we reflect, that 
from theſe people have ſprung gn 
querors who have ſubdued the caſt, 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe it is not 
improbable that another uncommon 
revolution may take place. 

Madrid, Now. 1. Letters from 
Carthagena, in South America, give 
an account of an earthquake which 
was felt in the city of Santa Fe, on 
the 12th of July laſt, at eight o'clock 
in the morning. Two churches were 
entirely deſtroyed, and many public 
and private buildings greatly da- 
maged. The ſhock was felt in the 
neighbouring towns and villages of 
Vugativa, Caxica, and others, where 
the churches alſo have been left in 
ruins. Fortunately the number of 
lives loſt appears to have been ſmall. 
In Santa Fe the perſons killed a- 


mounted only to fourteen. 


The archbiſhop, who is alſo vice- 
roy of Santa Fe, has made over the 
whole revenues of his dioceſe for the 
relief of the ſufferers, and had receiv- 
ed on this occaſion the thanks of his 
catholic majelty, with hberty to draw 
from the royal treaſury what further 
aſſiſtance he may judge neceſſary. 

Fontainbleau, New. 10. On tae 
8th of this month the definitive trea- 


ty of peace between the Emperor 


and the States General of the United 
Provinces of the Low Countries, was 
ſigned here by their reſpective Am: 
daſſadors, under the mediation and 
guarantee of the King. | | 
Berlin, Nv. 5. © By a printed 

lit of the military eſtabliſhment for 
this year, it is made to amount to 

= 192,337 


192,337 men, 152, 829 infantry ; 
and the remaining 39,548 cavalry. 
The corps of artillery conſiſts of 
11,5382 men. Theſe troops are 
cantoned in the following manner : 
39,484 infantry, and 4,930 cavalry, 
in Magdebourgh; 10,582 infantry, 
and 7,609 cavalry in Pruſſia; 11,909 
infantry in Weſtphalia; 35,322 in- 
fantry, and 12, 143 cavalry, in Sile- 
ſia. This army is in complete or- 
der, and well equipped, and our 
monarch relies on being able by its 


means to repel the attack of any 
enemy whatever.” 


Earl Cornwallis and the Marquis 
de la Fayette met at the late review 
of the Pruſhan troops at Potſdam, 
and had the honour of being intro- 
duced to each other by the veteran 
Frederick himſelf. . 

One Wood, a ſerjeant in 
the Cold ſtream regiment, who 
had been wounded in America, died 
in Chelſea college; on the ſame 
morning his brother being run over 
by a brewer's dray, in Paradiſe- row, 
was killed; a third brother died 


17th. 


while he far at table to dinner, at a 
_ houſe at Clapham; and a ſiſter, who 


was the only one remaining of the 


family, was ſo overcome with the 


_ melancholy ſhock, that ſhe hanged 
_ herſelf. | 


* Fkurial, New. 24. On the 18h 


inſtant the King of Spain publiſhed 


an edit, prohibiting, under ſevere 


penalties, the uſe of more than two 
horſes or mules in gentlemen's car- 


riages, within the different towns in 
this country. A circular letter has 
been ſent to the foreign miniſters 


reſiding at this court, with a copy of 
the edict, expreſſing his Catholic 
Majeſty's hopes that they will ſet 


the example to the public, by com- 


plying with the new regulation, 
Fae ſame edict allo aboliſhes the 
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celebrated Bull Feafts (fo long the 
favourite diverſion of the Spaniards) 
except in particular caſes, where the 
profits ariſing from that exhibition 
have been appropriated to pious or 
patriotic uſes, and where no fund 
has yet been ſet aſide to ſupply the 
deficiency that would be the conſe- 
quence of the ſuppreſſion, ®- 
Tne motive aſſigned for theſe 
prohibitions, in the preamble of the 
edict, is the great deſtruction of cat- 
tle, which might be better employed 


in agriculture, and other uſeful oc- 


cupaions. * | 
Extra# of a letter from Vienna, 
Now. 20. 5 ä 
The Emperor had a hair-breadth 
eſcape for his life lately. Having 
from motives of curioſity got on a 
{ſcaffold erected before ſome houſes, 
which are building in the Faux- 
bourgs, the ſcaffolding ſuddenly gave 
way, and his Majeſty muſt inevita- 


| bly have been killed, had he not 


been ſaved by a bricklayer's la- 
bourer catching hold of him. Tas 
Emperor gave him twenty-four du- 
cats, and has ſettled a.pention of 
three hundred florins on him.“ 
Extrad of a letter from Rheims. 
« A few weeks paſt, a man was 
executed in this City, whoſe fate is 
really fingular. — About fourteen 
years ago he was deputy-keeper of 


one of the priſons in this town, from | 


whence he aſſiſted a priſoner of emi- 
nence in making his eſcape. For 
this ſervice he received a reward: of 
1500 louis-d'ors, with which ſum he 
returned into his own country (at 
the foot of the Alps) where he re- 
mained perfectly ſecure; but being 
no longer able to reſiſt an earneſt 
deſire he had to revikt this city, to 
which bis long reſidence had given 


him a particular attachment, and 


thinking the number of years Wien 
[R] 3 had I 


>, 


rived about eight weeks ago. 
the ſecond night after, going into a 


8th. 


2 *ot 
I 
ME 
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had elapſed, rendered him ſecure 


from a diſcovery, he ſet out, and ar- 
But 


ſmall cabaret, he was immediately 


recognized by a perſon ſitting there, 
who went and informed an officer, 
by whom he was apprehended, and 


being condemned to die, the ſen- 


tence was inſtantly put in execu- 
tion.“ 


Captain Mackenzie has received 
his Majeſty's pardon, for the murder 
of the ſoldier at Fort Moree, by 


ſſmooting him from a cannon; but is 
now detained in Newgate, and it is 
expected he will be tried at the next 
Admiralty ſeſſions for piracy, in 


cutting out (with a detachment of 


huis men) from under the guns of a 


Dutch fort on the coaſt of Africa, a 
Portugueſe ſhip, with Dutch colours; 
in conſequence of which a complaint 


has been laid againſt him by the 
Portugueſe ambaſſador. Govern- 


ment detains 11,000 pounds worth 
of his gold duſt, till he gives an 
account of the King's ſtores which 
were entruſted to his care. 
ther has died ſince his confinement, 
and left him an eſtate of 5ool. a 


year; but it is thought he will not 
be able to make any thing of it, it 
being mortgaged for a conſiderable 
Jum. He is in a very poor ſtate of 


health. 


out at Paris by the ſovereign, 
and regiſtered at the Royal Mint, 
ordering a new coinage, and a ge- 


. meral recal of all the gold ſpecie. 


The louis d'ors of 24 livres curren- 
cy, brought to the ſaid mint, ſhall 
be taken at the rate of 25 livres 
each, if offered at any time during 
the ſpace of four months, after which 


_ ++ the ſaid louis will paſs current at the 
rate of 22 livres only, It is hence 


His fa- 


An edict has been iſſued. 


preſumed, that the new coin will be 
aſſeſſed at the ſterling current, at all 
events it may prove no bad ſpecula. 
tion for thoſe who, having a great 
deal of caſh in their hands, will be 
expeditious in diſpoſing of it at the 
above advanced price. It is thought, 
however, that the innovation will 
hurt trade in general, as it was ex- 
perienced in the year 1726, when 
ſuch a reform took place ; for which 
reaſon the ftate of the current coin 
never underwent any alteration ſince 
the above period. 1 
DiE D. At his houſe in Bucking- 
ham- ſtreet, York-buildings, Mr. 
John Henderſon, of Covent-garden 
theatre; a gentleman wha loſs 
will be ſeverely felt by all admirers 
of dramatic exhibition, and fincerely 
regretted by a large and moſt re- 
ſpectable circle of acquaintance ; 
Mr. Henderſon having been in as 
high eſtimation for his private vir- 
tues, as his profeſſional talents. 
Mr. Henderſon left a will behind 
him in his own nd writing, which, 
though not ſe&fed or ſigned, is ſuf- 
ficient in law to direct the diſpoſition 
of his perſonal effects, which amount 
to upwards of 6000l. 1 


— 


D E C EMB E R 1785. 


Paris, Dec. 2. By an ordinance 
of the King's Council of State of 
the 13th ult. a duty is impoſed upon 
all foreign carriages brought into 
this country. Four-wheeled car- 
riages are to pay 800 livres each. 
Travellers are to pay the duty only 
by way of form, as the ſum is to be 
reimburſed if they quit the kingdom 
with the ſame vehicles. The ſame 
allowance is made in favour of na- 
tives and others taking carriages go 

e Ol | 0 
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of the kingdom for the, purpoſe of 
travelling into foreign countries. 


Sentence of Mr. Aylette, Attorney, 
| Por Perury. | 
Judge Willes addreſſed himſelf to 
the priſoner nearly as follows: 
Edward Aylette, you ſtand before 
the court, convicted on full and am- 
ple teſtimony of the crime of Per- 


Jury -V ou have moved an arreſt of 


judgment, and have been heard by 
your counſel, who have exerted 
themſelves much on the occaſion. 
But the court have conſidered your 


plea not ſufficient to ſet aſide the 


indictment.— Vou have not denied 
the fact of perjury—you have not 
moved for a new trial--you have 


not brought your clerks to diſprove 
a ſingle circumſtance alledged a- 


gainſt you; and there is not, there- 
fore, a doubt remaining in our 
breaſts of your having committed 
the crime. The fact is notorious 
to every body; and as the indict- 
ment was preferred againſt you to 


- the end that juſtice might be done, 


ſo it is neceſſary to paſs the ſentence 
of the law upon you. Vou have 
been long an attorney of this court, 
and in your extenſive practice you 


muſt have diſcovered, that of all 
crimes, perjury is the moſt dange- 


rous to ſociety. It perverts juſtice, 
—it unhinges the law, —it deſtroys 
liberty and property, —and, in the 
practice of the court, is a moſt dan- 
gerous evil. Vou have ſeen by a 
late determination, that neither rank 
nor fortune can ſave a man from the 
ignominious puniſhment attendant 
on this crime; and therefore, I 
muſt inform you, the ſentence of 


this court is: 


“That you, Edward Aylette, do 
< pay unto the King the ſum of five 
hundred pounds, and that you be 
* held in execution until the ſame 


* paid. That you be impriſoned- 


e in the gaol of Newgate for twelve 


cc months, and that once within that 
ce time, between the hours of twelve 
* at noon and two in the afternoon, 
« you ſtand in and upon the pillory 


in Palace-yard, Weſtminſter.??, 


Mr. Aylette was then conveyed 
to Newgate by Mr. Akerman. | 

The execution on Thurſday laſt, 
made up no leſs a number than 
ninety-ſix perſons executed in the 
Old Bailey ſince the beginning of 
February laſt. | 


The unfortunate Francis Storer, - 


who was executed on Thurſday, 


Dec. ift. in the Old Bailey, had I 


twice before been capitally convict- 
ed, and received mercy on condition 
of working ſeven years upon the 
hulks ; but he behaved with ſo much 


propriety, that he obtained a diſ- 


charge in conſequence of a fit of 


ſickneſs, at the end of four years 


bondage. He ſolemnly declared, 


the evidence againſt him tempted _ 


him to follow his old courſes, and 
acknowledged being concerned in 


. robbing the Right Hon. Wm. Pitt's 


houſe of a large quantity of plate 
ſome time ſince, which offence he 
aſſerted was planned by one of the 
journeymen employed in working 
the metal, who was ſince dead. He 
alſo, on ſome queſtions being put to 
him by a gentleman juit before he 
mounted the ſcaffold, owned his have 
ing been privy to the ſtealing of the 
Great Seal; but obſlinately refuſed 
telling who the robbers wcre, laying . 
they were alive, and he truſte 

would be admoniſhed by his mis for- 


tune, and ſeriouſly repent of their i 
crimes. : 


» . The Right Hon. Wm. Eden 
yo kiſſed hands at St. James's, as 
Envoy Extraordinary and Miniſter 
Plenipotentiary to the court of 
France, for the purpoſe of nego- 
(R]J4 cCiuating 
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ments with that kingdom. 


Extract of a ktter from Sal. ſbury, 


Dec. 12. 
« Monday laſt Col. Joſeph Brandt, 


the celebrated King of the Mo- 
hawks, arrived in this city from 


America, and after dining with Col. 
de Peiſter at the head quarters here, 


proceeded immediately on his jour- 


ney to London. This extraordinary 
perſonage is ſaid to have preſided 
at the late grand Congreſs of con- 
federate chiefs of the Indian nations 


in America, and to be by them ap- 


pointed to the conduct and chie 


command in the war which they 


now meditate againit the United 
States of America, He took his 
departure for England immediately 
as that aſſembly broke up; and it is 
conjectured that his embaſſy to che 
Britiſh court is of great importance. 
This country owes much to the ſer- 


. vices of Col. Brandt during the late 
War in America. He was educated 


at Philadelphia, is a very ſhrewd 
intelligent perſon, poſlſeſles great 
courage and abilities as a warrior, 
and is inviolably attached to the 
Engliſh nation. s 5 
The Eaſt India Company's 
dividend from Midſummer 


24th. 


laſt to Chriſtmas, was declared at 


the General Court- on Wedneſday 
to be four per cent. 


DiE D. At Twickenham, after 


a very ſhort illneſs, in the 73d year 
cf her age, Mrs. Catherine Clive. 


The original genius of this excellent 


actreſs made her as incomparable as 
inimitable, and maintained her with 
cout a rival on the ſtage during her 


erformance there. She retired 


With a ſmall fortune, and content- 
*edly enjoyed what ſhe had acquired 


by her own labour..-Mrs. Clive 


was the daughter of Mr. William 
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_ciating certain commercial arrange- 


Raftor, a gentleman who was a na- 
tive of the city of Kilkenny, in Ire. 
land, and bred to the law. Miſs 
Raftor was born in 1711, and ſhew- 
ed a very early inclination and ge- 
nius for the ſtage. Her firſt appear- 
ance was in boy's clothes, in the 
tragedy of Mithridates, king of 
Pontus, in which ſhe was introduced 
only to ſing a ſong. In 1731 ſhe 
appeared in the part of Nell, in the 
Devil to Pay: this was the firſt cha- 
racter which afforded her an oppor- 
tunity of diſplaying her comic pow- 
ers, which afterwards ripened into 
ſo much perfection. 5 
101 It is with extreme concern 
5. we inform the public of the 


death of Mr. Cipriani, who expired 


at his houſe near the King's Mews, 
yeſterday morning. His indiſpoſi- 
tion was a violent rheumatic fever, 


which confined him to his room for 


ſome weeks previous to his diſſolu- 
tion. — The claſſical elegance of his 
pencil will be a laſting memorial of 
his ſcientific ſkill, and do honour to 
his name as long as the polite arts 


are in eſtimation. From his correct. 


outline and tender colouring, the 
taſte of the nation has received its 
beſt improvement, and the Royal 
Academy conſidered him as the trueſt 
model of grace. Of his private 
virtues, all who knew him will ſub- 
ſcribe a ready teſtimony; and to 
thoſe who knew him not, it is im- 
poſſible to convey an idea of his 
friendly heart and affable manners. 


— 


— 


BIRTHS for the year 1785. 


Jan. 28, Peterſburgh. A few 
| daays fince her ſerene 
highneſs the princels 

_ of. Wirtemberg was 

7s  faſely 


8 


E 


8. 
March 10. 


13. 
16. 


April 27. 


30. 


May 5. 


ſafely delivered of a prin- 
ceſs. 

The counteſs of Ayles- 
ford, of a daughter. 
The lady of 100 Gallo- 
way, of a daughter. 


» The lady of the hon. 


Waſhington Shirley was 
delivered of a daughter. 
The lady of Sir Henry 
Daſhwood, bart. of a 
daughter. 

The counteſs dowager of 
Weſtmoreland, of a ſon. 
The lady of John Black- 
burne, eſq, (member of 
parliament for the coun- 
ty of Lancaſter) of a 
daughter, | 


Athol, of a ſon. 


r 

Laſt week the hon. Mrs, 
Stewart, of a daughter. 
The lady of the hon. co- 
lonel Rodney, of a ſon. 
The lady of Sir Hugh 
Dalrymple, of a ſon. 


Lady Eleanor Dundas, 


of a daughter. 


The lady of the hon. 


William Grimſton, of 


25+ 
June 4. 


Oxhey, in Hertfordſhire, 
of a ſon. 


. Viſcounteſs Hereford, of 


a daughter. 


. The lady of lord viſ- 


count Falmouth, of a 


daughter. 


This morning lady Ne- 


ville, of a ſon. 


The counteſs of Tanker- 
ville, of a daughter. 
Lady Mahon, of a ſon. 


22. Lady Balgonie, of a ſon. 
28. The right hon. lady Eliza- 


_ 


heth Fane, of a daugh; * 


Sept. 1 


Her 3 che ducheſs of 
- | 
Lady Hinton ,of a daugh- | 
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The lady of the hon. and 
right rev. the biſhop of 


- Wincheſter, of a fon. 


31. 


Aug. fo 


29. 


The counteſs of Walde- 
grave, of a daughter, 
'The counteſs of Caven, 
of a daughter, 

At her houſe in Picca- 
dilly, her grace the du- 
cheſs of Devonſhire, of a 
daughter. 


The lady of lord Brown- 


low, of a ſon, at his lord- 


ſhip's houſe in Hill-ftreet, 
Berkeley-iquare. 


I. The lady of lord Mon- 


ſon, of a fon and heir, at 


his lordſhip's ſeat, near 


Il, 


13. 


30. 


Oct. 25. 


31. 


Nov. 8. 


13. 
14. 
16. 


Lincoln. 


On Thurſday the 8th inſt. 
her grace the ducheſs 
of Marlborough of a 


daughter, at Blenheim. 
Lady Deerhurſt, of a 
daughter, at Streatham. 
Lady Townſend, of a ſon, 


at his lordſhip's houſe, in 


Mortimer-ſtreet. 
The lady of the right hon. 
lord Algernon Percy, of 


a ſon. 


The ducheſs of Grafton, 
of a ſon, at his grace's 
houſs, in Piccadilly. 

The lady of the right hon. 
lord St. John, of a daugh- 
ter. 

The lady of lord St. A» 
ſaph, of a ſon and heir. 
Lady Duncannon, of 2 
daughter. 

The right hon. lady W. 
got, of a daughter. 
At Edinburgh, her grace 


the ducheſs of Gordon, of 


a ſon. 
The counteſs of Radnor, 


of a ſon, 
17. The 


5 


fe ANNUAL REGISTER, 1784-5. 


17. The lady of Sir W, Mid- 
dleton, bart. member for 
Northumberland, of a 

daaugnter. 

Dec. 6. The lady of the right 
hon. lord viſcount Fur- 
nour, of a daughter. 


8 —_—— —_— 
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MARRIAGEs for the year 1785. 
Feb. 3. James SEverard Arun- 


dell, eſq; count of the 


ſacred Roman empire, 
eldeſt ſon of the hon, 
James Everard Arun- 
dell, of Aſhcome, in the 
county of Dorſet, to the 
| hon. Miſs Arundell, 


Roman empire, eldeſt 
daughter of the right 
hon. lord Arundell. 
18. Luke Dillon, eſq; of Ma- 
ry -le-bone, to the right 
hon. lady Margaret Au- 
guſta De Burgh, daugh- 
ter to the right hon. 
John late earl of Clan- 
rickarde. : 
The right hon. the mar- 
quis of Graham, to Miſs 
Aſhburnham, daughter of 
lord Aſhburnham | 
17. Earl Clanricarde, to Miſs 
Powlett, only daughter 
of George Powlett, eſq; 
of Portman-ſquare, 


March 3. 


Cocks, to Miſs Naſh, 
only daughter of the rev. 
Dr. Naſh, of Bevere. 

Liſbon, On Saturday 
laſt this court, having re- 
ceived the news of the 
celebration of the mar- 
riage of the Infant Don 
Juan, of Portugal with 
the Infanta of Spain, 


April 9. 


IR 


orders were immediate. 


I given for three days 


illuminations and gala, 


and the ambaſſadors and 


May 10. 


15. 


counteſs of the ſacred 


foreign miniſters were 
admitted to pay their 


compliments to her moſt 


faithful majeſty, and to 
the royal family, on 
Monday laſt, upon the 
occaſion. | 
Sir James Graham, bart, 
of Nethy, in Cumber- 

land, to lady Catharine 
Stewart, eldeſt daughter 
of the earl of Galloway. 
A few days ago, the hon, 
Frederick Robinſon, bro- 
ther to lord Grantham, 
and member for Ripon in 


_ Yorkſhire, to Miſs Har- 


ris, ſiſter of Sir James 
Harris, his Majeſty's am- 
baſſador at the Hague. 

The hon. Richard How- 
ard, ſecretary to her Ma- 
jeſty, and brother to the 


earl of Effingham, to 


Miſs March, daughter 
of John March, eſq; of 


Wareſly Park, Hunting- 


21. 


19. The hon. John Sommers 


June 19. 


| July 26. 


donſhire. 


Liſbon. On the 10th inf. 


the hon. Robert Walpole, 
his Majeſty's envoy ex- 


traordinary and miniſter | 


plenipotentiary at the 
court of Portugal, to Miſs 
Sophia Stret, daughter 
of Richard Stret, eſq; of 
Liſbon. 

Sir Caſſel Molyneux; bart. 
to Miſs O'Donel, eldeſt 
daughter to Sir Nea 
O'Donel, bart. of New- 
port, in the county 0 

Mayo. 225 
By ſpecial licence, at the 
right hon, the counteſs 0 
5 Plymouth 5 


re eee re G0 5X 


c HRON ICI x. 


Plymouth's, in Bruton- 


Aug. 8. 


18. 


The hon. 


ſtreet, Sir James Tylney 


Long, bart. to lady Ca- 
tharine Windſor, ſiſter to 
the preſent earl of Ply- 
mouth. | 
John Groſett Muirhead, 
eſq; to the right hon. 


lady Jane Murray, third 


daughter of the late duke 
of Athol. 
The right hon. lord viſ- 


count Dyſart, to the hon. 


lady Ann Brown, eldeſt 
ſiſter to the earl of Alta- 
mont. | 

Sir Thomas George Ship- 
with, bart. to Miſs Shir- 
ley, daughter of the hon. 
George Shurley. 


bart, of St. James*s-ſquare. 
B. Graham, eſq; only ſon 
of Sir B. Graham, to Miſs 
P. Whitworth, daughter 
of the late Sir Charles 
Whitworth. 


„ The hon. and rev. Mr. 


Lumley, brother to the 
ear] of Scarborough, to 
Miſs Anna Maria Herring. 
At Worthy, the hon. Ed- 


ward Bouverie, brother to 


—— 


the earl of Radnor, to 
Miſs A. Ogle, daughter 
to Admiral Sir Chaloner 
Ge... | | 


Principal PROMOTIONS for the 


— — — 


Tear 1785; from the London Ga- 
zette, c. 5 


March 10. Major Gen. Camp- 
bell, appointed governor of Madras. 


11. 


Lord Balcarras kiſſed 


the * hand at St. James's, on 


George Au- 
guſtus North, to Miſs Ho- 


c deceaſed. e 


1251 
being appointed ſecond in military 
command, in the Eaſt Indies. 
| This day the right hon. 
Thomas, earl of Bective, fir Skef- 
fington Smyth, bart. and D. La- 
touche, eſq; were, by his majeſty's 
command, iworn of his majeſty's 
moſt honourable privy council of the 
kingdom of Ireland, and took their 
places at the board accordingly. 
Aprilg. The king has been pleaſed 
to appoint the rev. Henry William 
Majendie, M. A. to be a prebenda- 
ry of the free chapel of St. George, 
in the caſtle of Windſor, void by the 
death of the rev. Dr. Thomas Bray. 
— 30. Thomas Warton, ba- 
chelor of divinity, and fellow of 
Trinity college Oxford, was ſworn 
and admitted into the place of poet 
laureat in ordinary to his majeſty. 
Dublin Caſtle, April 22. Letters 
patent are preparing to be paſſed 
under the great ſeal of this kingdom, 
for appointing lieutenant- general 
William Auguſtus Pitt, commander 
in chief of his majeſty's forces in 
this kingdom, and the commander 
in chief of his majeſty's ſaid forces 
for the time being, together with 
his majeſty's right truſty and well 
beloved counſellor james Cuff, 
Ponſonby Moore, James Cavendiſh, 
William Handcock, Ralph Ward, 
Fitzherbert Richards, eſqrs; and Ro- 
bert Langriſhe, eſq; in he room of 
Thomas St. George, deceaſed, to be 
commiſſioners and overſeers of all his 
majeſty's barracks in this kingdom. 
June 11. The king has been 
pleaſed to conſtitute and appoint 
the right hon. Francis, baron Oſ- 
borne, (commonly called marquis 
of, Carmarthen) to be governor of 
the iſlands of Scilly, alias Sully, 
alias Sorlingues, in the room of the 
right hon. Francis, lord Godolphin, 


— 1. 


—1 8. 


of Priory, eſq. 


— 18. The king has been 
pleaſed to grant to the earl of Ux- 
bridge, the ſeveral offices of con- 
ſtable or keeper of the caſtle of 
Carnarvon, ranger of the foreſt of 
Snowdon, and ſte ward of all his 
majeſty's lordſhips, manors, lands, 
and tenements, belonging to the late 


diſſolved monaſtery of Bardſay, in 


the county of Carnarvor. 

| The king has been 
pleaſed to appoint Charles Whit- 

worth, eſq; to be his majeſty's mi- 

niſter plenipotentiary to the king 

and republic of Poland. 


— 28. 


* 


* 7 ” 


SHERIFFS appointed Ly his Ma- 
Jeſty in Council, for 1785. 


| Berkſhire. Edward Thornhill, of 


Kingſton Liſle, eſq; in the room of 


Francis Robſon, of Tubney, eſq. 

Bedfordſoire. William Gibbard, 
of Sharnbrooke, eſq. 

Bucks, Thomas Saunders, of 

Brill, eſq. 


Cumberland. Edward Knubley, 


of Wigton, eſq. | | 
 _» Cheſhire, The honourable Wil- 
braham Tollemache, of Woodhay. 

Cab. and Hunt. John Crich- 
loe Turner, of Great Stakley, eſq. 

; Dewon/hire. 
cote, of Buckland, eſq. 
Dorſetſbire. The hon. Lionel 
Duamer, of Warmwell. | 
Derbyſbire. 


Eſex. George Bowles, of Wan- 
ſtead, elq, | 
| Gloucefterſhrre. 

Glouceſter, eſq. 
Hiertferaſbire. William Phylli- 
more, of Aldenham, eſq. 17 

Herefordfkire, Sir Hungerford 
Hoſkins, bart. | 


* FF. © REF: 5 F TY WH 
— 


252] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1784-5. 


| del, bart. 5 


Broomfield, eſq. 


John Henry South. 
Herbert Greenſmith, 


John Niblett, of 


Kent. Edward Knatchbull, of 


Provender, eſq. 
Leiceſterſhire. 
Belgrave, eſq. 
Lincolnſhire. Charles Chaplin, of 
Blankney, eſq. 
 Moamouthjhire, William Rees, of 
St. Bride's, eſq. | 


Northumberland. 


William Vann, of 


Sir Henry Lid. 


Northamptonſhire. Lucas Ward, 
of Guilſhorough, eſq. 
* Norfolk, Edvard Straccy, of 
Rackheath, eſq.- 
No'11nghamjhire, Sherbrook 
Lowe, of Southwell, eſq. | 
Oxfordjhire, John Lenthall the 
younger, of Burford, eſq. 
Rutlandjpire, Thomas Falkner, 


of Morcott, eſq. 
Shropſhire, Robert More, of 
Linley, eſq. Fe 
Somer/etſhire. Richard Croſs, of 


Staffordſhire. Thomas Stevenſon, 
of Statford, eſq. 


Suffolk. Sir Thomas Gooch, of 
Benacre, bart. 
Southamptcn. 
Gardiner, bart. 
Surrey. James Payne, of Chert- 
ſey, eſq. | 
Suſſex William Nelthorpe, of 
Sedgwick Park, eſq. 
Warwickſhire. Joſeph Boultbee, 
of Baxterley, eſq. _ | 
Worceſterſhire. Richard Bourne 
Charlett, of Elmly Caſtle, eſq. 


Sir John Whalley 


Wiltſhire. james Sutton, of 
Roundway, eſq. 
Yorkſhire. Sir Thomas Turner 


Slingſby, of Sriven Park, bart. 


SOUTH WALES. 


Brecon. Walter Robcits, of 
Cer- 


Lanvihangell, efq. 


of 


y = 
(1 * 
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Carmarihen. William Lewes, of 
Llyſnewyed, eſq. _ 540 

Cardigan. Thomas Powell, of 
Nanteos, eſq. | 

Glamorgan. Stephen White, of 
Miſkin, eſq. 

Pembroke, John Lloyd, of Dale 
Caſtle, eſq. | 

Radnor. James Price, of Clirow, 
eſq. 


NORTH WALES. 


Augliſea. Richard Lloyd, of 
Monachdu, eſq. : 
Carnarvon. John Jones, 


Brynbir, elq. 


f 


O 


Denbigh. John Twigge, of 
Burras, eſq. | 


Flint. Sir Thomas Hanmer, of 
Hanmer, bart. | 


Merioneth'. John Jones, of Caff- 


ty, eſq. 
Montgomery. Samuel , Yates, of 


Laebrinmair, eſq. 
At a council of his royal high- 


neſs the Prince of Wales, held at 
Carleton Houſe, the 7th of Fe- 


bruary, 1785, Weſſion Helyar, of 
Newton, eſq; was appointed ſheriff 
for the county of Cornwall, for the 
year 1785, by his royal highneſs 
the Prince of Wales in council. 


— 


* w__ 


DEATHS fir 1785. 


Jan, 31. In the 88th year of 
her age, the right hon. lady dowager 
Stourton, daughter and ivle heireſs 
of Bartholomew Walmſley, eſq. 

Feb. 9. The counteſs of Straf- 


| ford, at the earl's feat at Went- 


worth, in Yorkſhire. She was 
daughter of the celebrated John 
duke of Argyle, and ſiſter to 


Hull. 


late tir William Bowyer, 


lady Dalkeith, and lady Mary 


Coke. 


11. The right hon. lady Pene- 
lope Crighton Dalrymple, ſiſter to 


the late earl of Dumfries, and to 


James and William, ſucceſlively 
earls of Stair. e 
19. Sir John Stapylton, bart. of 


My ton-hall, in Vorkchire. "= 


The dowager lady Gower, at 
her ſeat at Bill Hill, in Berk- 
ſt1xe, 

20, General Philip oneywood, 


_ colonel of the third regiment of 


* 


dragoon guards, and governor of 


23. At Marybone, ſir Thomas 
Pye, admiral of the white, and 
heutenant-general of the marines. 

April 27. Monday ſe'nnight, at 
Edinburgh, the hon. Mrs. Mar- 
garet Murray, daughter of the de- 
ceaſed David, viſcount Stormont, 
and ſiſter to the preſent earl of 
Mansfield. = T0 

A few days ſince, aged upwards 
of 80, the hon, Mrs. Mary Tufton, 
fifth daughter, and lait ſurvivor of 
nine children of the hon. colonel 
Sackville Tufton, grandfather of 
the preſent earl of Thanert. 

28. A few days ſince, lady Ed- 
wards, wife of fir 'Thomas Edwards, 
bart. 1 | 

May 19. Lieutenant General fir 
Robert Rich, bart. in the 68th year 
of his age. 8 

20. Lady Bowyer, relict of the 

25. Lady Elizabeth Stanhope, 
ſiſter of lord Stanhope. 
June 9. The hon. earl Pomfret; 
he is tucceeded in his title by his 
eldeſt ſon, lord Leominſter. 

The lady of the rev. ſir Thomas 


Boughton, bart. 


25. The right hon. Francis, lord 
Codolphin. | 
, | 30. A 
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30. A few days ſince the right 
hon. Harriet, viſcounteſs Mounts 
garret, and baroneſs Kells, 
+ Faly 4. In the 85th year of his 
age, the right hon. Charles Co- 
lyear, earl and baron of Portmore, 
viſcount Milſintown, and baronet, 
knight of the moſt noble and an- 
tient order of the Thiſtle. 

7. The right hon. lady 6 
Fay, ſiſter to the earl of Kinnoul. 

10. The honourable Ann Poulett, 
member for Bridgewater, and only 
brother to the earl Poulett. 


The right hon. Matthew, lord 


Forteſcue. Te, 
11. Lady Audley. 

17. The moſt noble lady Mar- 
garet Cavendiſh Harley, ducheſs 
dowager of Portland, in the ſeven- 
ty-firit year of her age. Her grace 
was only daughter of Edward, earl 
of Oxford, and earl oſ Mortimer, 
by his counteſs the lady Henrietta 
Cavendiſh, only daughter and heir 
of John Holles, eſa. 

27. The right hon. viſcounteſs 
dowager Powerſcourt, in the 78th 
year of her age. 

Aug. 29. On Friday night, the 
right hon. Geo. Germaine, viſcount 
Sackville, lord Bolebrook, one of 
his majeſty's moſt honourable privy 


_ Now. 20. 
bert Henry Ongley, lord Ongley, 
to which title he was advanced in 


counſellors, clerk of the council in 
Ireland, one of the keepers of the 
Phoenix Park, near Dublin, and x 
vice-preſident of the Britiſh lying. in 
holpital. . 

Sept. 9. George earl of Aber- 
gavenny. 

19. At Lyons, in France, the 


right hon. and reverend lord Edward 


Seymour, dean of Bath and Wells, 
brother to his grace the duke of 
Somerſet. 

OZ. 5. At Liſle, in French Flan- 
ders, ſir Walter Blount, bart. of 
Moreley-hall, in Shropſhire. | 

7- The right honourable John 
lord Dormer, baron of Wenge, in 
the county of Bucks, 1 5 


14. Lewis Philip, duke of Or- 


leans, firſt prince of the blood royal 
of France, at ſix o' clock in the 


morning, at his caſtle of St. Aſſiſe, 
in the Goth year of his age, being 


born in May, 1725. 

The 15th inſtant, at eight o'clock 
in the evening, died in Paris, the 
duke de Praflin, formerly miniſter 
of the naval department. 


The right hon. Ro- 


1726. 


APP EN- 


APPENDIX to the CHRONICLE. 


For 1784. 


Whitehall, Jan. 10. 
Extract of a diſpatch to his Majeſty's 
principal Secretary of State for the 
Heme Department, from his Excel- 
lency Major General Fames Stuart, 


Commander in Chief of his Ma- 


jeſty's and the Eaſt India Company's 
forces on the Coaſt of Coromandel; 
dated Camp, one mile ſouth of Cud- 
dalore, Fune 27, 1783, received 
yeſterday by Captain I homas, of the 


23d light dragoons, who arrived 


in his Majeſty's ſhip Medea. 


] Moſt ſincerely congratulate your 
| lordſhip on the ſucceſsful efforts 
of this brave army, in carrying at 
one ſtroke the whole of the outpoſts 
and redoubts of the enemy, with 
*18 pieces of artillery mounted 
upon them. Their loſs in Europeans 
killed and wounded, according to 
the priſoners, being + 26 officers and 
boo men. We have alſo loſt many 
excellent officers and brave men. 

On the preceding day (the 12th) 
| called as a council of war the two 
oucers next in command to me, 


major general Bruce and colonel | 


Stuart, I acquainted them of the 


ſtate of our affairs in general; the 


letters I had received from the ad- 
mira], repreſenting the fickly con- 
dition of his men, and the ſtate of 


the water, which might oblige him 


to return to Madras; alſo the ap- 
proach of the French fleet; but a- 
bove all, the indefatigable induſtry 
viſible in the vaſt works they were 


making in the high grounds and. 
lines, in communication with the 
poſt commonly called Brickmyre*s, 
thus ſtretching along the neck by 

which we muſt approach the place; 


and I requeſted general Bruce and 
colonel Stuart freely to ſpeak their 
minds. I had called the chief engi- 


neer and the commanding officers of 


the Bengal and coaſt artillery, as de- 
liberative defiring to know in their 
different departments if they were 


in readineſs, ſo far as regarded ma- 
terials for cloſing the redoubts after 


we ſhould get poſſeſſion, and to form 


a firſt parallel, and as to guns, with 


a ſufficient ſupply of ſtores for the 


enterprize. They agreed that every 


thing was in readineſs, and we were 
unanimouſly of opinion, that there 
was not an hour to be loſt in dn 


* Upon examining the returns, the number taken was 16. oo 2 
+ It was afterwards found they had 42 officers killed or wounded, * 


ing 


* 


1 
# 


ing the French from all their out- 


uns. 
a I immediately preſented the plan 
I meant to follow in effecting our 
purpoſe, a copy of which I have the 
| honour of incloſing. It was in ge- 


neral moſt exactly followed. Lieu- 


tenant colone], Kelly, in the preciſe 
moment agreed on, got poſſeſſion of 
the poſts of the enemy on tne Ban- 
dipollum Hills, with their guns, and 
lieut. colonel Cathcart, at the head 
of the grenadiers, ſupported by co- 
Jonel Stuart, commanding the ad- 
vanced picquets on the left, conſiſt- 


ing of the remains of the 73d regi- 


ment under captain Lamont, and 
two battalions of ſepoys, made a 
movement to turn the enemy's right 
flank. hs | 7 

In advancing, they ſuſtained ſuch 
a heavy fire, and the ground ſo dif- 
ficult, that with great judgment co- 
lonel Stuart covered his people until 
he could better reconnoitre, and 
ſome further diſpoſition could be 


taken to approach the enemy from 


different quarters nearly about the 
ſame time. He ſent me a report of 


bis ſituation, and I gave orders in 


conſequence to the reſerve, under 
colonel Gordon, to make a move- 
ment in advance to their left, and to 


major-general Bruce to march from 


the right in the direction of the re- 
doubt, if the ground could admit of 
it. „ 


The general had very properly 
Poſted lieut. colonel Edmondſon up- 
on the ſand-hills near the ſea, to 


ſupport the braſs eighteens, and pre- 


vent our being flanked on that 

nde. 

Upon further information, that 

the redoubt which principally an- 

noyed the grenadiers was to be got 
at in the rear, orders were given for 
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poſts into Cuddalore, or under the 


the grenadiers, the reſerve, and the 
right under general Bruce, to cloſe 
upon the enemy with their muf. 
quetry, leaving their guns under 
cover. I deſired the commanding 
officer of artillery to fire three gun; 
as a fignal, and to continue a heayy 
fire for five minutes on the enemy; 
redoubt on the front oppoſite to co. 
lonel Stuart, and the grenadiers, 


whilſt the reſ-rve under colonel Gor. 


don was moving on; upon our fire 
ceaſing, the attack on all fides to 
begin. 

The reſerve, which conſiſted 
chiefly of the remains of his ma- 
jeſty's 101ſt, and of the detachment 
from the 15th and 16th Hanove- 


rians, with five companies of cap- 


tain Muirhead's battalion of ſepoys, 
advanced in the beſt order imagin- 
able, under the heavieſt fire of muſ- 
quetry, round and grape, from the 
enemy, I ever beheld. The greater 
part had got within the enemy's en- 
trenchments; many of our officers 
fell there. | 

The detachment of his majeſty's 
Hanoverians, under leutenant-co- 
lonel Wangenheim, and major Var. 
rannius, behaved moſt remarkably 
well. The major fell in the at- 
tempt. The company of grenadiers 
and light infantry of his majeſty's 
101ſt, and the officers of that corps, 
and the officers and Tepoys of the 
20th Carnatic battalion; ſhewed the 
greateſt ſpirit and Readineſs; and if 
the other men of the 1orſ had ſe. 
conded the efforts of their officers,and 
their grenadiers and light infantry, 
there Is not a doubt but the buſine!s 
would have been over at once: but 
they did not; and our people on 
that attack were for a certain time 
driven back, and purſued to a con- 


ſiderable diſtance by the enemy. 


However, at that time, when the 
| French 


French were in the purſuit; our gre- 
nadiers, under heut. colonel Cath- 
cart and major Moore, with colonel 
Stuart and captain Lamont, with the 


precious remains of the 73d, entered 


the redoubt on the fide where it was 
not entirely cloſed, arid not only took 
poſſeſſion of it, but puſhed forward 
to a poſt called Brickmyre's, conſi- 
derably in advance, and were for 
{ome time in poſſeſſion of it with the 
guns, but obliged to quit upon freſh 
troops pouring in upon them. 
Our people kept hold of the firſt 
redoubt, as commanding or enfilad- 
ing every thing in front or to the 
right of it, and therefore a good 
point to go from in our approaches; 


it was ordered to be cloſed by the 


chief engineer as ſoon as poſſible. 
The havock done by our guns from 
the heights now appeared plain; 
and having thus ſecured, by lieute- 
nant col. Kelly and his brigade, the 
commanding points of the Bandi- 
pollum hills, giving an opening to 
the large tank that lies between 
them, and ſeeing from thence, in 
reverſe, the whole bound hedge of 
Cuddalore; and having ſecured a 
poſt to approach from of ſuch im- 


portance as before mentioned, [ 


thought it ſufficient for the day, 
conlidering the number of our brave 


Men that had fallen. 'The ſpirit of 


our people; even after ſo ſevere an 


action, was ſo undaunted, that I was 


urged to proceed further, and to 
drive the whole of the enemy into 


the fort that evening, although we 
muſt have had both heavy guns and 
muſquetry to encounter with; but 
I declined it, both for the above 
reaſon, and becauſe, from my know- 


ledge of the French, I was ſure, that 
after a night's reflection of what had 
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paſſed; they would not try a ſecond 
day out of the fort. It happened ſo, 
for they abandoned in the courſe -of 
the night all their remaining out- 
poſts, and drew off their guns, ex- 
cepting three, which we brought 
into the redoubt. The incloſed re- 
turn will ſhew your lordſhip the 
guns we have taken from the enes 
my ; two of them are upon the hill, 


and two in the redoubt, ready to 


open againſt their former maſters. 

I ſhall, in a ſeparate letter, ſo ſoon 
as I know it with preciſion, acquaint 
your lordſhip of the loſs on our fide. 
It is with infinite regret that I men- 
tion the loſs of captain Douglas, 
deputy adjutant-general, as an offi- 
cer, and as a member of ſociety ;z 
and the ſame of lieutenant Peter 
Campbell, my firſt aid-de - camp. 
Major Varrenius fell haranguing 
his men, advancing to the redoubt. 
The honourable captain Lindley, 


_ commanding the | ramp of the 


3d, was wounded and taken pri- 
ſoner, refuſing to ſuffer his own peo- 
ple to remain behind with him “. 
In a word, nothing, I believe, in 
hiſtory, ever exceeded the heroiſm 
and coolneſs of this army in general, 
viſible to every one, for it laſted 
from four in the morning to two in 
the afternoon. e | 

The admiral with the whole fleet 


1s now at an anchor near our rice 


ſhips; and by our laſt accounts 
Monſ. Suffrein was ſeen by him to 
the ſouthward, with fifteen ſhips of 
the line and two frigates. | | 
I have written to major general 
Burgoyne to give orders (with the 
previous information to government) 
that 200 Hanoverians, with all the 
recovered men and recruits belong - 


ing to his majeſty's troops, now at 


Captain Lindſey died of his wounds at Cuddalore, 
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or near the preſidency, be ſent with 
tho utmoſt diſpatch to us by ſea; 
and I have recommended to order 
the ſame regarding the recruits and 
recovered men of the company's 
- Europeans. | | | 

The army lay upon their arms for 
twenty hours after the buſineſs of 
the 13th was over, and until I had 
the means to bring our camp fur- 


ther in advance, now that we had 


filenced the guns planted on the 
. enemy's out-poſts, Our right is 
- now within a mile of Cuddalore; 
but, as I had the honour in a former 
letter to repreſent to the ſelect com- 
tee, having nearly a brigade to 
: ©. our rear and landing place, 
and fo large a circuit of poſts, added 
to our Joſs in action, and ſickneſs 
incident to fatigue, I repeat that 
. . unleſs the force under colonel Ful- 
larton does come nearer to co-ope- 
rate, and to take off ſome part of the 
- heavy duty that now falls to our 
_ ſhare, this army will, in a very ſhort 
_ time, be melted to nothing through 
ſickneſs and other accidents, 
Camp, S. of Cudaalore, 


June 15, 1783. 


ll 
— 


— — —_— 


Letter to the Select Committee at Ma- 
dras, containing the particulars of 
the repulſe of the French, on the 

25th of June, 1783+ 


FT is with great additional ſatis- 
faction that I give you the ac- 


Count of the repulſe the enemy met 


with in a ſortẽe they made early this 

morning. We have taken their 
commanding officer, chevalier de 
Damas, colonel (maitre de camp) 
of the regiment of Aquitaine ; like- 
wiſe a captain and lieutenant. There 
is a major, a captain, and two ſub- 
alterns killed, The priſoners are 


* 
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about 150. I don't know how many 
of the enemy have been killed or 
carried off wounded, but this I 
know, that it was a moſt complete 


route. Our loſs is major Cotgrove, 


lieut. Grueber of the Bengal de- 
tachment, and litut. Ochterlouey 
miſſing, captain Williamfon wound- 
ed, and about 20 rank and file killed 
or wounded, 

Upon the return of the French 
fleet, and ours not appearing, I was 
ſure that they would take every oc- 
caſion to annoy us: we were pre. 
pared for it, as they have found to 
their experience. From what I can 
collect of the priſoners, the troops 
engaged were of their belt ſort, the 
regiment of Aquitaine, and other 
old corps, beſides volunteers from 
all the other corps, and two batta- 
lions of ſepoys. Their principal 
impreſſion ſeems to have been di- 
rected to the right of our parallel; 
but they had no idea of our having 
completed a redoubt there, which, 
with the two guns, galled them very 
ſeverely. Our people behaved won- 
derfully well, and the ſepoys mixcd 


theirs with the French bayonets: 


nothing could exceed their ſteadi- 
neſs. Colonel Gordon commanded 
in the trenches with lieutenant colo- 
nel Cathcart and major Cotgrove ; 
only one half of the grenadiers were 
with the outlaying p:cquets, but ma- 


jor Moore, with the other half, was 


inſtantly on the ground from their 
advanced camp, and they proved 
an excellent ſupport to the parallel 
on the right. _ | 
From the character 


of monſieur 


Suffrein, and the infinite ſuperiority 
of the preſent means on the part of 
the French now that we are leſt to 
ourſelves, I expect a daily viſit of 
this ſort from them, and ſhall be pre- 
pared to give them a ſimilar recep 

tion; 


— 
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tion; bat I cannot too often repeat, 
that the ſeverity of the preſent duty, 


both on officers and men, is become 
almoſt inſupportable. 


As to my own uneaſineſs of mind, 
conſidering many things which I 
need not detail to you, and that it is 
now nine days fince our fleet and 
proviſion ſhips left us, and having 
no certainty of colonel Fullarton's 


movements towards me, in conſe- 


quence of my order of the 16th in- 
ſtant, I ſay that, on the whole of 


_ theſe conſiderations, my mind is 5 


on the rack without a moments reſt. 
The ſteady undaunted valour of 
this army is my preſent reſource in 


the midſt of ſurrounding difficulties, 
if the admiral does not ſoon appear. 


The high idea I entertain of the 
merit of the army has led me to ex- 
reſs my ſentiments at ſome length 


in this day's general orders, both of 
their conduct on the 13th, and in the 


action of this day. I ſhall have the 
honour of tranſmitting to your lord- 
ſhip, &c. a copy, together with 


every paper of any Conſequence 


which you have not hitherto been 
furniſhed with, owing to the uncer- 
tainty of conveyance, ſince we loſt 
ſight of the admiral,  _ 

J pray your lordſhip, &c. to for- 
ward the means of conveyance by 
ſea to us of the detachment of 200 
Hanoverians, with the recruits and 
recovered men of his majeſty's and 
the company's troops, together with 
money, rice, and horſe grain, our 


bnly dependence for all thoſe things 


being upon you. 
Camp before Cuddalre; 
 Junength, 1783. 


1 


Admiralty Office, Fan. 12, 1784. 
Extra of a duplicate of a letter from 
ice Agmiral Sir Edward Hughes, 


Knight of the Bath, and Cam- 
mander in Chief of his Majeſty's 
pipe and weſjels in the Eaft Indies, 
zo Mr. Stephens ; received on Fri- 
day laſt, by Captain Eraſmus 
Gower, of his Majeſty's ſbip Me- 
dea; the original of which is on 
board the Ponaicherry armed tran- 
port, not yet arrived, 


Superb, in Madras Read, 
July 25, 1783. 


\ /TY laſt addreſs to you, for 
M their lordſhips information, 
was dated the 19th of March, of 
this year, from Bombay. ” 
ſignified my intention to pro to 
ſea with the ſhips of his majeſty's 
ſquadron under my command, and 1 
ſailed accordingly on the day fol- 
lowing. 10 ; 

On the 8th of April; off the Baſ- 
ſas, I was joined by captain Trou- 
bridge, in his majeſty's ſhip Active, 


who had been cruizing for a month 
off the Friar's Hood, by my orders, 


and had ſeen nothing of the enemy's 
ſquadron during that time. 

In the night of the 10th, a grab 
ſhip of the enemy?s; that had been 
taken from the Engliſh, fell into the 
ſquadron, and was captured. By 
the officers, priſoners taken in this 
ſhip, I learned that the whole of the 


enemy's ſquadron, under the com- 
mand of monſieur Suffrein, was in 


Trincamale harbour, except two of 
their beſt {ailing line of battle ſhips, 
and two frigates, which were cruiz- 


ing off Madras to block up that 


rg and intercept all ſupplies 
ound to it; I therefore immedi- 


ately ſteered with the ſquadron for 


that place, and anchored in the road - 
on the 13th of April, but ſaw no- 
thing of the French cruizers; how- 
ever, as they had been in ſight of 
the place only the day before, I di- 

SE 5 Ces rected 
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rected the ſhips named in the mar- 
gin *, under the orders of captain 
| Mirchell, of the Sultan, to proceed 
to ſea, and uſe all poſſible diligence 
to intercept them; and, on the day 
following, captain Graves, of his 
majeſty's ſhip Sceptre, whoſe ſignal 
had been made to chaſe a ſtrange 
fail on the 11th, joined me with 
the Naiade, a French frigate of 
30 guns, and 160 men, which he 
had come up with in the night, and 
ee | — 
On the 16th of April, captain 
Burney, of his majeſty's ſhip Briſ- 
tol, with his convoy from England, 
arrived in this road, eſcorted by the 


ſhips under the orders of captain 


Mitchell, of the Sultan, who had 
ſeen nothing of the enemy's cruiz- 
ers, but fell in with the Briſtol and 
her convoy at ſea. 5 

On the igth of April, the com- 
pany's ſhip Duke of Athol made 
the ſignal of diſtreſs, and the boats 
of the ſquadron being ordered by 


ſignal to her aſſiſtance, ſhe unfor- 


tunately blew up, by which unhap- 
py accident the ſquadron loſt + fix 
commiſſioned and four warrant 
_ officers, and 127 of our beſt ſea- 


men. 


From the day of the ſquadron's 
arrival in this road, all poſſible di- 
ligence has been uſed to complete 
the ſhips water, in doing which, 


great delay and frequent diſappoint- 


ments aroſe, from the want of a2 
ſufficient number of ſhore boats, 
and the high ſurf on the beach. 
However, I put to ſea on the ſe- 
cond of May with kis majeſty's 
ſhips, to ſeek the enemy's ſquadron, 
and, if poſſible, intercept their ex- 
pected reinforcements, although the 
water of many of the ſhips was by 
no means complete, having left in 
the road his majeſty's three ſtore 
ſhips, Pondicherry, Harriott, and 
Minerva, to lade military ſtores and 
proviſions for the ſervice of the 
army, then about to march for the 
attack of Cuddalore, where the 
marquis de Buſſy, with the greater 
part of the French land forces, was 
poſted ; and, to cover and protect 
theſe ſtoreſhips, as well as ſome 
other {hips and veſſels employed for 


the ſame purpoſe, from the enemy's 
cruizers, I left in the road, at the 


requeſt of the Select Committee of 
this Preſidency, his majeſty's ſhips . 
and veſſels as per margin g, under 
the command of captain Haliday, 
of his majeſty's ſhip Iſis. ID 

On the 15th of May, when off 
Cuddalore, I ſpoke two Portugueſe _ 
ſhips from Trincamale, who in- 
formed me Monſ. Suffrein with his 
whole force was there, fitting for ſea 
with all poſſible expedition, to come 
to the relief of Cuddalore: from 
that time I continued working to 
windward with the ſquadron along 


* Sultan, Burford, Africa, Eagle, and Active. 


+ The names of the commiſſioned offic 


officers are not yet known, viz. 


ers are as follows: thoſe of the warrant 


Lieut. Charles Egan, of the Superb, 

Neal Morriſon, of the Eagle, 
Thomas Wilſon, of the Sceptre, 
James Thompſon, of the Juno, 


Pringle, of the Active, 


| | Alexander Allen, of the Seahorſe. | 
7 Ifis, Active, San Carlos, Naiade, Chaſer, Pondicherry, Minerva, and 


Harriott. 
| | L 


ſhore, 
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ſhore, leſt the enemy's ſquadron 
ſhould paſs in-ſhore of me, and fall 
on the ſtoreſhips and their cover- 
ing party, then at anchor near to 
Cuddalore. | | | 

On the 25th of May I came off 

Trincamale, and reconnoitred the 
poſition of the enemy's ſquadron, 
which I did not think by any means 
eligible to attack at anchor, under 
cover of their gun and mortar bat- 
teries, and therefore ſtood to the 
ſouthward to . intercept any rein- 
forcement or ſupplies that might be 
coming to them, at the ſame time 
watching their motions by the fri- 
gates of the ſquadron, and keeping 
-within a proper diſtance of the 
place, leſt they ſhould put to ſea in 
the night, and fall down on the co- 
vering ſhips and ſtoreſhips off Cud- 
dalore. 

On the 1 of June, two Engliſh 
ſeamen in a boat eſcaped from the 
French ſquadron, and brought cer- 
tain intelligence, that the Fendant, 
of 74 guns, with two frigates and 
two ſtoreſhips, had ſlipped out of 
Trincamale bay; the ſtoreſhips I 


concluded carried ſtores for the 


French garriſon of Cuddalore, aud 
the Fendant and two frigates deſtin- 
ed to cover and protect them; and 
being apprehenſive they might at- 
tack our covering ſhips and ſtore- 
ſhips off Cuddalore, I bore away on 
the 2d of June for the coaſt, and 
on the zd had ſight of the Fendant 
and two frigates, whom I chaſed 
till night, when I loſt ſight of 
them, 

I continued cruizing with the 
ſquadron to the ſouthward of Cud- 
dalore till the gth of June, when 
I anchored in Porto Novo Road, 
about ſeven leagues to the ſouth- 
ward of that place, partly to cover 
our own ſhips in Cuddalore Road, 


receive the enem 


and engage the enemy's ſquadron 
before they could anchor there, and 
partly to endeavour to get a ſupply 
of water, of which many ſhips be- 
gan to be in want; but, after ex- 
erting ourſelves to the utmoſt, no 
water could be obtained either at 


Porto Novo, or Tranquebar; at 


the firſt place the enemy's troops 
were in poſſeſſion of both banks of 
the river, at the other the wells were 


dried up. 


On the 13th of June, the enemy's 
ſquadron, under the command of 
Monſ. Suffrein, came in ſight to the 
ſouthward, conſiſting of fifteen ſhips 
of the line, three frigates, and a 
ftixeſhip; and the ſame day I weigh- 
ed with his majeſty's ſquadron, and 
dropped down to about five miles 
diſtance off Cuddalore, and there 


_ anchored: the French ſquadron an- 


chored off the Coleroon river, about 
ſeven-or eight leagues to the ſouth- 
ward of our's, 

On the 17th, the French ſquadron 
being under ſail, and bearing down, 
J made the fignal, and weighed 
with his majelty's ſquadron, and 
formed the line of battle a-head to 
y: in the evening 
they hauled the wind, and ſtood to 
the ſouthward, and I followed them 
with his majeſty's ſquadron: from 
this time to the 2oth I was conti- 
nually employed in endeavouring 
to get the wind of the enemy, 
which, however, I was never able 
to effect, from the extraordinary 
variableneſs of the winds, that of- 
ten brought part of the two ſqua- 
drons within a random ſhot of each 
other. On the 2oth, the enemy, 
ſtill having the wind, ſnewed a diſ- 
poſition to engage, when I imme 
diately formed the line of battle a- 
head, and brought to, to receive 
them. At four minutes r 
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p. M. the van ſhip of the enemy, his majeſt 
having firſt tried her diſtance by a Carlos. 


From that time to the 22d, the 


ſingle ſhot, when ſcarce within point- 
blank ſhot diſtance, the enemy's 
Tquadron began their fire on bis 
majeſty's, which at twenty mi- 
nutes after was returned, and a 
heavy cannonade enſued on both 
fides, the Sy ſtill keeping up 
their diſtance ; the cannonade con- 
tinued till ſeven, P. M. when the 
enemy hauled off. At day-light 1 

made the ſignal, and wore with the 
ſquadron, and brought-to to repair 
the damages, with the ſhips heads 
towards the land; ſeveral of the 
ſhips much diſabled in their hulls, 
maſts, and riggipg, the Gibraltar 
and Iſis in particular; the enemy's 
ſquadron not in ſight. 

In the morning of the 22d I ſaw 
the French ſquadron at anchor in 


Pondicherry Road, bearing SSW. 


directly to windward of his ma- 
jeſty's ſquadron, and ſome of them 
getting under weigh; and I made 
what fail 1 could towards them, and 
- anchored the ſame night off the 
' Tuins of Alemparvo, the more ef- 
fectually to ſtop ſhot-holes, and re- 
pair the damages ſuſtai ned. 
I beg you will be pleaſed to in- 
form their lordſhips, that ſo early 
as the Sch of June, the ſcurvy be- 
gan to make a rapid progreſs among 
the crews of all the ſhips of che 
ſquadron, but particularly on board 
the ſhips laſt arrived from England, 
under the orders of commodere fir 
Richard Bickerton, bart. 
The number of kick on board 
the line of batt.e ſhips amounted 
on that day to 1121 men, 605 of 
whom being in the laſt ſtage of the 
ſcurvy, I was under the neceſſity of 
ſeading on the day following to 
the naval hoſpital at this place, in 
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diſeaſe increaſed the numbers of the 


ſick daily, ſo as moſt of the ſhips 


of the line had from 70 to go men, 
and the ſhips laſt from England 
double that number, very many in 
the laſt ſtage of the diſeaſe, and 
unable to come to quarters, dying 
daily, Under theſe circumſtances, 
and che water of moſt of the ſhips 
being expended, except a few caſks 
1a their ground tiers, and none to 
be obtained to the ſouthward, I 
determined to return to this road, 
there to land the ſick and wounded, 
and complete the water of the ſqua- 
cron for further ſervice ; and on 
the 23d cf June I weighed with 
the ſquadron, and arrived in this 


road on the afternoon of the twen- 


ty-hfth. -:-:.-- +: 


Oa my arrival there, I received 
authentic (although not official) in- 
telligence, that the preliminary ar- 

ticles of peace between Great Bri- 
tain, France, Spain, and America, 
had been ſigned and ' ratified, as 
well as a ceſſation from hoſtilities 
agreed on between Great Britain 
and . the States General of the 
United Provinces, of which infor- 
mation the Select Committee of 
this Preſidency were alſo in poſſeſ- 
ion; and being ſummoned the ſame 
day to a conſultation with the Select 
Committee, to take into conſidera- 


tion theſe circumſtances, 1 concur- 


red with the other members of the 
committee, that it would be proper, 
and was neceſſary to communicate 


to the commanders in chief of the 


ſea and land forces of the French 


king at Cuddalore, the information 


we had received, together with the 
grounds on which we believed it to 


be 


y's ſhips Briſtol and Sag 
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be true and authentic; and on 


the 27th of June, I diſpatched his 
majeſty's ſhip Medea, as a flag 
of truce, with letters to Mon- 
ſieur Suffrein and the Marquis de 
Buſſy. | | 

On the 4th of July the Medea 


returned to this road, with anſwers 


from Monſ. Suffrein and the mar- 


quis de Buſſy to my letters of the 
27th of June, by which they con- 
curred in a ceſſation of hollilities 
by ſea and land, as well as an im- 
mediate releaſe and return of pri- 
ſoners on both ſides: in conſequence, 


I have received all the priſoners be- 
longing to the ſquadron in Monſ. 
Suffrein's power, amounting ta 
about 350. Monſ. Suffrein informs 
me by letter, he has alſo ſent to 
the Mauritius, for ſuch Engliſh pri- 
ſoners as have been ſent thither, and 
will return them. Ben 

I have judged it neceſſary to fend, 
for their lordſhips information, the 
line of battle of his majeſty's ſqua- 
dron under my command, on the 
20th of laſt month, and a liſt of the 
French ſhips oppoſed to me under 
the command of Monſ. Suffrein. 


The Cumberland to lead with ſtarboard tacks on board, the Defence wth 
mw larboard. - 1 
R R Dis I oO N. 5 
Rates. S Hips. Commanders. Suns. Men. 
zd. Cumberland William Allen 74 66d. 
— Monmouth James Alms 64 500 
4th. Briſto !“ James Burney _ 50 2 350 
| Com. Richard King, ) 0 
. [FRor6 of the Red 74 5 47 
„ ( Theophilus Jones 81015 
— Eagle William Clark 64 ES: FOO 
— Magnanime Thomas Mackenzie 64 e 


| . : | . ©. JIUNMID 
Frigates, &c,—Chaſer, San Carlos, Pondicherry, Harriott,.. - - 


; ˙— .. 0 "Ne tags 
zd. Sceptre Samuel Graves 64 ape 
— Burford Peter Rainer 74 18180 
— Monarca John Gell 68 binn g 

= Sir Ed. Hughes, K. B. - | 
— Superb ö Vice Ad. of the Blue. C74 © 622 
= Henry Newcome 4 
— Sultan Andrew Mitchell > Woe 600 © 
— -  Africs Robert M*-Donall 64 * 8 
— Worceſter Charles Hughes 64 500 


Frigates, &c.— Juno, to repeat ſignals; Combuſtion, Medea Lizard 3 
Seahorſe, to repeat ſignals. 3 


FT 


7 
1214 


95105 .J 


* 


6 1. - 500 


3d. Exeter John Sam. Smith 21 
— Inꝭflexible Hon. J. W. Chetwynd . OT 500 
| | Gibraltar 
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Rates. Ships, Commanders. Guns. 
. Sir R. Bickerton, bart. 

3d. Gibraltar ö Com. of the White Þ 80 

Thomas Hicks 
i If: Chriſtopher Halliday 50 
3d. Defence Thomas Newnham 7 
Frigates, &c.— Naiade, Minerva, Active. 

(A Copy) 


_ 
695 


350 
600 


EDWARD HUGHES. 


A Lift of the French Squadron in the Engagement with the Britiſh Squadron 


in the Eaſt Indies, on the 20th of June, 1783. 


Ships, Guns. Ships. 

Lie Heros 74 Le Severe 

Le Fendant 74 Le Brilliant 

Le Hannibal 74 L'Hardie 
L*Illuftre 1 Le St. Michael 

L' Argonaute 74 Le Flamand 
Le Sphinx 64 Le Petit Hannibal 
Le Vengeur 64 Le Cleopatre 

L' Artiſien | 64 [L' Apollon 
L'Alax 


Le Coventry 


EDWARD HUGHES. 
Asgeraet of the Offcers Sramen, and Marines, killed and wounded on board 


his Majeſty's Ships in the Action of the 20th of Tune, 1783. 


Ships. | KW Ships. ; OS 
Superb 12 41 Defence 55 
Hero . Laflexible 3 30 
Gibraltar „ Africa „ 

Monmouth 2 19 Worceſter 1 
Cumberland 11 Eagle 1 
Monarca 6 4ͤö 2UÜ 4 9 
Magnanime 1 16 Briſtol 1 
Sceptre 17 47 Ifis 30 
Sultan 8 a 
Burford 10 Total 99 431 
Officers killed. 5 


Lieutenant Middlemore, 


Mr. Sinclair, Boatſwain 


Lieutenant Robert Travers, of the Monarca. 
Lieutenant James Dow, - Sultan. 
Lieutenant John Lett, 
Mr. Parker, Maſter, - 


Officers wounded. 


3 Defence. 


2d Lieutenant Thompſon, of marines, : Hero 
Lieutenant Watſon, 


- - Sceptre 
Mr. Stone, Maſter, - = Þ Sultan 
Mr. Hunter, Boatſwain LS Defence 


„» Worceſter 


Account 


| Account of the Proceedings of the Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons, who 
met at the St. Alban's Tavern from 


time to time for the Purpoſe of pro- 


moting an Union of Parties, in 
January and February 1784. 
A Meeting of ſuch members of 
EX the houſe of commons as wiſh 
to promote an union of parties, 15 
earneſtly requeſted at the St. Alban's 
Tavern, this day, the 26th inſtant, 
at twelve o'clock preciſely. 
On Monday, the 26th inſtant, a 
meeting was held at the St. Alban's 
Tavern, for the purpoſe of recom- 
mending an union of parties, when 
an addreſs was agreed to and ſigned 
by fifty-three members of the houſe 
of commons, and preſented by a 


committee to the duke of Portland 
and the right hon. William Pitt, 


January 26th, 1784. 


The committee were, the hon. Mr. 


Groſvenor, the hon. Charles Mar- 
ſham, Sir William Lemon, and Mr. 
Powys. | | 


The duke of Portland returned for 

| anſwer : | | 

© That he ſhould think himſelf 
happy. in obeying the commands of 
ſo reſpectable a meeting; but the 
greateſt difficulty to him, and he 
:zmagines ſtill greater to Mr. Pitt, is 
Mr. Pitt's being in office.“ 


Mr. Pitt returned for anſwer ? 


That he will be very ready to 


pay attention to the commands of 


to reſpectable a meeting, and co- 


operate with their wiſhes, to form a 
ſtronger and more extended admi- 


niſtration, if the ſame can be done 


with principle and honour.” 


On Tueſday the 27th, the gen- 
tlemen met at the ſaid tavern, when 
there appeared to be ſeventy mem- 
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bers; and the above anſwers being 
read, they came to the following re- 
ſolutions: . | 

Ręſolwed, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to his grace the 
duke of Portland, and the right 
hon. William Pitt, for the atten- 
tion they have reſpectively declared 
themſelves ready to pay to the re- 
quiſitions preſented to them in our 
names. 

Reſolved, ſecondly, That, in anxi- 
ous expectation of a cordial co-ope- 
ration of great and reſpectable cha- 
racters acting on the ſame public 
principles, we beg leave to expreſs 
our moſt earneſt wiſh that ſome ex- 
planation may be had between the 
duke of Portland and Mr. Pitt, on 
any difficulty in the way of confi» 
dential intercourſe. _ 

Rejelwed, thirdly, That we do not 
preſume to point out the mode in 
which ſuch mutual explanation may 
be obtained, ſtudiouſly avoiding any 
interference on our part, which may 
impede or counteract whatever Reps 
are taken towards that communica- 
tion which it is our object to effect. 

Rejolved, fourthly, That the chair- 
man be deſired to communicate the 


reſolutions to his grace of Portland 
and Mr. Pitt. 


The reſolutions being communicated to 
Mr. Pitt, he returned the following 
_ anſwer: | | 
« Mr. Pitt having received from 
ſo reſpectable a meeting an intima- 
tion of their wiſhes, that ſome ex- 
planation may be had between the 
duke of Portland and himſelf, un 
any difficulties in the way of con- 
fidential intercourſe, begs to aſſure 
Mr, Groſvenor (the chairman) that 
there are no difficulties on his part 
in the way of an immediate inter- 
courſe with the duke of Portland 4: 
| t 


C 
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the ſubject of an union, conſiſtent 
with honour and principle, which he 
agrees with the gentlemen of the 
meeting in thinking of the greateſt 
importance in the preſent ſtate of 
the country. If, on his grace's 
part, there are any objections to 
fach intercourſe, Mr. Pitt wiſhes to 
have them ſtated, and will imme- 
_ Eiately give a direct anſwer with re- 
gard to them.“ 


T he quke of Portland returned the fol- 


towing anſwer (addreſſed to the 


chairman : ) 


Devon-houſe, Thurſday, 


55 Jan. 29, 1784. 
Sir, 

As you have fo very obligingly 
communicated to me the aſſurances 
you have received from Mr. Pitt, 
„that there are no difficulties on 
His part in the way of an immediate 
Intercourſe between him and me, on 
the ſubje& of an union of parties, 
and that he is ready to give an im- 
mediate and direct anſwer to any 
objections which I may have to 
ſuch intercourſe,“ 
elination to concur in the wiſhes of 
the very reſpectable meeting of 
which you fo worthily fill the chair, 
and my anxious deſire to ſee ſuch an 


adminiftration formed, upon a ſolid 


and fecure baſis, as may reſtore har- 
mony to this diſtracted empire, and 
may be entitled to the confidence 
and ſupport of every true friend of 
his country, make it neceſſary for 
me to trouble you with a repetition 
of the reaſons which I aſſigned to 
vou and other gentlemen who deli- 
vered me the repreſentation and re- 
quiſition of your meeting of the 26th 
of January; for declining an imme- 
diate interview with Mr. Pitt, on 
the preſent arduous fituation of pub- 
lic affairs. | 


my fincere in- 


I had the honour of ſtating to you, 
I did not think it poſſible that ſuch 
a meeting would tend to forward the 


deſirable end we all wiſh, as long as 


Mr. Pitt remained in his minifterial 
capacity, notwithſtanding the reſo- 
lution of the houſe of commons of 
the 16th inſtant. Under theſe cir- 
cumilances the embarraſiment ſeems 
mutual, and difficult to be got over; 
but if any expedient can be deviſed 
for removing it, I ſhail be extremely 
ready to confer with Mr. Pitt, and 
to contribute every faculty in my 
power to promote the object of our 
Joint wiſhes. | „„ 
I have the honour to be, 
With great reſpect, | 
Your moſt obedient, 


(Signed) PorRTLAnD.,” 
Tho. Groſvenor, eſq; 
chairman. | 


Thurſday the 2gth. The gen- 


tlemen met; and there being above 


eighty members preſent, they came 
to the following reſolution: 


ReJolved, That the chairman be 
requeſted to return our thanks to 
the duke of Portland and Mr. Pitt, 
for the additional favour they have 
now given of their attention to our 
wiſhes. | 

To expreſs our cordial ſatisfac- 
tion to find they agree in opinion 
with this meeting, that an union 
is of the higheſt importance, and is 
the object of their joint wiſhes, 

To intimate to them, that after 
theſe declarations, we are the more 
ſtrongly confirmed in our hope and 
expectation, that by the interven- 
tion of mutual friends, ſome expe- 
dient may be adviſed, which may 
tend to remove the difficulty which 
is ſtated to be the moſt material ob- 
ſtacle to a communication between 

| them, 
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them, on the ſubje& of a cordial 
and permanent union. ; 
| (Signed) T. GrosvenoR, 


chairman. 


The members then adjourned to 


Monday next, 
t is but fairneſs to add, that the 


duke of Portland had teen Mr. 


Piti's anſwer, but Mr. Pitt has not 
yet ſeen the duke's. ] 


St. Alban*s Tavern, Saturday, 
"= Jah 31, 2784-" | 
At a meeting held by the gentle- 
men, members ut the houſe of com- 
mons, who aſſembled from time to 
time, with a view to conciliate dit- 
ferences, and to forward an union 
of the contending parties in parlia- 
ment, the following anſwers were 
received and read: 


« Mr. Pitt has already had the 
| honour of ftating to Mr. Grolvenor, 
that there are no'difficulties on his 
part in the way of an immediate 1n- 
tercourſe for the purpoſe of effecting 
an union contiſtent with honour and 
principle. With regard to the em- 
barraſſment ſtated by the duke of 
Portland in his grace's letter, re! 
ferred to in the reſolutions of ihe 
meeting, ariſing from Mr. Pitt's 
remaining in his miniſterial capa- 
City, it is an embarraſſment which 

r. Pitt cannot remove, by reſig- 


nation, in order to negociate. In 


theſe circumſtances, Mr. Pitt has it 
not in his power to ſuggeſt any ex- 


pedient, but is very deſirous of 


learning whether the duke of Pert- 
land can propoſe any thing which 
his grace conſiders as ſuch ; and he 
begs at the ſame time to add, that 

is preſent miniſterial capacity is 
no obſtacle to his diſcuſſing every 


Point that relates to the deſirable - 


object in queſtion, as freely and 


— 


openly as he could do in any other 
ſituation.“ | 6 


| Berkeley-ſquare, 


31ſt Jan. 1784. 


Devon-houſe, Sat, 
3iſt Jan. 1784. 
Sir, 


I am extremely ſorry that Mr. 


Pitt appears fo poſitively to decline 


iuggeiting any expedient, on his 
part, to remove the difficulties 


_ which obtiruct the conference you 


deſire. I believe you will agree, 
that the continuance of the preſent 
miniſtry, and the honour of the 
houie of commons, are not very 
eaſily reconcileable, _ 

It was the ſenle of thoſe difficul- 
ties, and my earaeſt deſire of com- 
plying with the opinions of gentle- 
men, whoſe ſentiments claim my 
higheſt reſpect, that induced me to 
ſuggeſt the poli.bility of an expe- 
dient, which you will eafily dif. 
cern would not depend upon me. 
The recolleQion of ſimilar events, 
in two ſucceſſive years, led me to 
flatter myſelf that there was a mid- 
dle way between the actual reſigna- 
tion of miniſters, and the negle& of 
what appeared on the journals of 
the houſe of commons. I hoped 
that Mr. Pitt would have adverted 
to thoſe events, and I truſt they 
will yet have due weight with him; 
I ſhall moſt certainly rejoice in any 
propottin that can promile to lay a 
baſis for the tranquillity and ſettle- 


ment, which are the objects of our 


common wiſhes. 
I have the. honour to be, with 


great truth and regard, Sir, your 
mot obedient, humble ſervant, 


(Signed) PoRTLAN D.“ 
Tho. Groſvenor, eſq; 


chairman. 


Ib 
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The meeting, after dining toge - 
ther, adjourned to Monday, the ſe- 
cond of February, at eleven o'clock. 
The chair to be taken e at 
twelve. 


The Li Members of the 
Houſe of Commons, with others, 
whoſe names we have not beea 
able to aſcertain, attended the 
meetings lately held at the St. 
Alban's Tavern, with a view to 
effect an Union of Parties, and 


thus lay the ground for a ſtable 


and permanent Adminittration, 
THOMAS GROSVENOR, eſq; 
chairman. 
Francis Anveſley, eſq. 
John Barrington, eſq. 

Hon. George Berkeley 
Richard Wilbraham Bootle, eſq. 
Hon. William Bouverie 
Tho. Berney Bramſton, elg 
Viſcount Buikeley 
Jobn Buller, jun. eſq. 

Sir George Cornwall 

Sir Rob. Saluſbury Cotton 
John Dawes, eiq. 
Baron Dimſdale 

William Drake, jun. eſq. 


The hon. George Keith Elphin- 


„ - one". 

Ear} Euſton 

William Ewer, eſq. 
Hon. Archibald Frazer 
Thomas Gilbert, eſq. 
Ambroſe Goddard, eſq. 
George Graham, eſa. 
Sir Harry Gough 
Benjamin Hammett, eſq. 
Hon. Thomas Harley 
E. Hervey, elq, 
Sir Harry Houghton 
Arthur Holdiworth, eſq. 
Filmer Honeywood, eſq. 
Sir Richard Hotham 

Sir George Howard 
William Huſſey, eſq. 


Benjamin Keene, eſq. 
Thomas Kemp, eſq. 


Richard Payne Knight, elq, 


Sir Robert Lawley 


Sir William Lemon 


Sir James Tylney Long 


Hon. James Luttrell 


Hon. general Luttrell 


William Lygon, eſq. 


Sir Horace Mann 
Hon. Charles Marſham 
Sir Joſeph Mawbey 


Sir Roger Moſtyn 


John Parry, eſq. 
Henry Peirſe, eſq. 
William Pochin, eſq. 


Thomas Powys, eſq. 


William Praed, eſq. 

John Purling, eq. 

Sir Walter Rawlinſon 
Abraham Rawlinſon 

Henry Rawliyſon 

Sir Matthew White Ridley 
John Rolle, eſq. 

Cha. W. Boughton Rouſe, ele. 


Thomas Scott, eſq. 


Sir George Shuckburgh 

Humphry Sibthorpe, eſq. 
John Sinclair, eſq. 
Sir Thomas George Skipwith | 
William Charles Sloper, elq. 


Robert Smith, eſq. 

Sir Robert Smith 

John Smyth, eſq. 
Walter Spencer , elq, 


Thomas Stanley, eſq. 
John Strutt, eſq. 


Hon. John Sutton 


Clement Taylor, eſq. 
75 Tempeſt, eſq. | 
ob. Thiſtlethwayte, eſq- 


| Beilby Thompſon, eſq. 


Sir John Trevelyan 
Thomas Whitmore, eſq. 
Sir John Borlaſe Warren 
John Wilmot, eſq. 
Glyan 5 , elq. 


St. 
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St. Alban's Tavern, Monday, Fe- 
bruary 2, 1784. | 
At a meeting of the gentlemen, 
members of the houſe of commons, 
who aſſembled from time to time, 
with a view to conciliate differences, 
and to forward an union of the con- 
tending parties in parliament, the 
following letters were read: 


Feb. 1, 1784, 

Berkeley-ſquare. 
« Mr, Pitt being ſincerely deſi- 
rous that there ſhould not continue 
any obſtacle in the way of ſuch an 


intercourſe as has been wiſhed for, 


regrets that it is not in his power to 
ſuggeſt expedients to remove the 
difficulty felt by the duke of Port- 
land. He does not underſtand pre- 
ciſely what is the middle way which 
his grace ſeems to allude to: the 
events in the two years to which his 
grace refers, appear to Mr. Pitt to 
have been only modes of reſigna- 
tion; and ſuch a meaſure, in order 
to enter into a negociation, is what 
the preſent miniſtry, as has been 
already declared, cannot agree to; 
whenever any expedient is directly 
itated, Mr. Pitt will be happy to 
give every explanation upon it.“ 


Devon-houſe, Monday 
morn. 2d Feb. 1784. 

Sir, | DX: 
« I very ſincerely regret that the 
expedient towhich I referred, ſhould 
be thought unapplicable to the dif- 
ficulties I had Rated. I certainly 
ſuggeſted it as a mode of reſigna- 
tion, but as a mode of reſignation 
the leaſt embarraſſing to govern- 
ment in the ordinary functions of 
office, and at the ſame time as a 


proof of a diſpoſition to. conſult the 
honour of the houſe of commons, 
as it ſtands pledged' by the reſolu- 


tion of the 16th of January. This 


laſt is a preliminary, which, as a 
friend to the ſpirit of the conſtita- 
tion, I muſt think myſelf bound in- 
variably to rage. 

With ref} to myſelf, I am 
willing to hope that I have not been 


- miſtaken in the conception I form- 


ed of your wiſhes, by ſuppoſing 
that it was with Mr. Pitt that you 
were defirous I ſhould have a libe- 
ral and unreſerved intercourſe, and 
not with the head of an adminiftra- 
tion, to which I was merely to 
bring an acceflion of ſtrength. But 
Mr. Pitt's meſſage places him in 
another character; and your own 
good ſenſe will readily ſuggeſt to 
you, that it was impoſſible for me 
to ſuppoſe that your expectations 
extended to a confidential confe- 
rence with him as the repreſenta- 
tive of the preſent adminiſtration. 
If I had done this, I muſt have 
fallen in your eſteem, (which, I 
aſſure you, is a very ſerious object 
to me) as I ſhould have ſhewn my- 
ſelf inſenſible of what is due to the 
houſe of commons. | 
I have unreſervedly ſubmitted to 
you my ideas of the extent of your 
expectations. In conformity with 
thoſe expectations (Mr. Pitt having 


_ uniformly declined to ſuggeſt any 


expedient on his part) I took the 
liberty of ſuggeſting an expedient, 
which I thought might put us into 
a ſituation, in which the intercourſe 
you wiſhed might take place with 
propriety. 

I ſhall be happy to find that my 
propoſitions have met with your 
approbation ; but in every point I 
hope that my anxiety to merit the 

partiality 
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partiality you have ſhewn me, will 
entitle me to its continuance. 
J have the honour to be, 
With great regard and eſteem, 
Sir, . 
Your moſt faithful, and 
Obedient ſervant, 
(Signed) PorTLAnD.” 
T. Groſvenor, eſq; _ 


The meeting adjourned to this 


St. Alban's Tavern, 
At the meeting of the gentlemen, 
members of the houſe of commons, 


held at the St. Alban's Tavern this 
day, the following reſolution was 


unanimouſly come to: 2 
«© That whatever may be the 


iſſue of the preſent conteſt between 


the two parties in the houſe of com- 


mons, we will ſteadily perſevere in 


our endeavours to effect the object 


of this meeting, which has been una- 
nimouſly approved and adopted by 
the houſe of commons, namely, the 
procuring a firm, efficient, extend- 


ed, united adminiſtration, entitled 


to the confidence of the people, and 


ſuch as may have a tendency to re- 

move the unfortunate diviſions and 

diſtractions of this country.“ 
Adjourned to Monday, twelve 


o' clock. | 


Feb. 4, 1784. 


Monday, Feb. 9. At twelve 
o' clock there was another meet- 
ing of the independent members 


of the houſe of commons, at the 
St. Alban's Tavern; Mr. Groſ- 


venor, member for the city of 
Cheſter, in the chair. 


The gen- 
tlemen of the committee, after 


the minutes of the ſeveral former 


meetings were read, made report 
of another conference held with 


Mr. Pitt on the ſubje& of an union 


of parties; but as the duke of 


honour, 


Portland refuſes to treat while M. 


Pitt continues in office, the 


29% Hon ego. 
ciation is ſuſpended. 


The prefent 


ſtate of parties in the nation was 


then very generally canvaſſed ; ang 
it was relolved, That the preſent 


meeting ſhould continue to be held 


once a week, at leaſt, during the 
ſitting of parliament, in order tg 
watch any period that may preſent, 
of forwarding ſuch an union az 
ſeems to be abſolutely neceſſary at 
this particular juncture, and to re- 
commend it in their places in par. 
liament. As the houſe of com. 
mons met at two o'clock, they 


broke up ſoon, and went down to 


Weſtminſter to attend parliamentary 
buſineſs. There were about fifty 
members preſent, including the 
chairman, and gentlemen of the 
committee. 


St. Alban's Tavern, February 1}, 
SOILS - | ” 3 

At a meeting of members of the 

houſe of commons, deſirous of pro- 


moting an union of parties, the 


hon. Charles Marſham in the chair, 
(in the abſence of T. Groſvenor, 
eſq; confined by illneſs) the follow- 
ing reſolutions were unanimouſly 
agreed to: „ 

1. To repreſent to the right hon. 
William Pitt, and to the right hon. 
Charles James Fox, the ſatisfaction 
we have received from the manly, 


candid, and explicit avowal they 


have reſpectively made of their pub- 
lic views; and to intimate to them, 
that in conſequence of this mutual 
explanation, we entertain a mol: 
aſſured hope, that ſuch an adminil- 
tration as the houſe of commons 
has unanimouſly declared to be re- 
quiſite, may be obtained by an 
union conſiſtent with principle and 


2. U 


March 1. 
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2. That the thanks of this meet- 
ing be given to the right hon. Fre- 
deric lord North, for the public 
and voluntary declaration he has 
made of his ſincere and earneſt de- 
fire to promote, as far as depends on 
him, a cordial and permanent unton. 

C. Maxsnan, chairman. 


. Feb. 18. 

It is with no ſmall degree of 
confidence that we aſſure the public 
of his majeſty's diſpoſition to com- 
ply with the wiſhes of the houſe of 
commons, in bringing about an 
union of parties: to this end, on 
Sunday laſt, his majeſty ſent for his 
grace of Portland to meet Mr. Pitt, 


in the hope of ſettling an adminiſ- 


tration to the ſatisfaction of the 
houſe of commons at leaſt, if not 
to the nation at large. In anſwer 
to the meſſage, his grace expreſſed 


a readineſs to attend his majeſty at 


all times, but declined a meeting 
with Mr. Pitt. And thus the mat- 
ter ſtands at preſent. 

There was another 
meeting of the country gentlemen 
at the St. Alban's tavern, when the 
honoprable Charles Marſham and 
Mr. Powys ſtated to the company 
the circumſtances of the negocia- 
tion, which they had conducted for 
ſome days paſt, and which had un- 
happily concluded wich as little 
ſucceſs as the former endeavours of 
that body, They ſaid, that when 
the duke of Portland delivered his 
final anſwer, that he could not meet 
Mr. Pitt, until he had ſhewn a diſ- 
poſition to comply with the wiſhes 
of the houſe of commons, either by 
an actual or virtual reſignation; 
and Mr. Pitt had peremptorily de- 
clared, that he would do neither 


the one nor the other as a prelimi- 
nary to negociation; it was thought 


chat an expedient might be found 
to clear the ground, and bring them 


to an interview, without any con- 


ceſſion of principle, but only a con- 
ceſſion of mode. With this view 
it was, that a meſſage was ſent from 
his majeſty to the duke of Portland, 
intimating, ** his majeſty's earneſt 


defire, that his grace ſhould have + 


perſonal conference with Mr, Pitt, 
for the purpoie of forming a new 
adminiltration on a wide baſs, and 
on fair and equal terms,” This 
meſſage was conſidered by the duke 
of Portland as a removal of the 
previous obſtacle, fince, though it 
was not a declaration on the part of 
Mr. Pitt, it was tantamount to a 
virtual refipnation. The prelimi- 
naries of the conference were next 
to be conſidered ; and here an objec- 
tion preſented itſelf which called 


for che explanation of a term in the 


meſiage. His grace could have no 
objection to the word fair—it was 
a general term, and he and Mr. 
Pitt might, in framing the arrange- 
ments, mutually diſcuſs what they 
conſidered to be fair; but the other 
term in the meilage, the word e- 
gual, was a more ſpeciſic and limit- 


ed term; it might be conſtrued va- 


riouſly, and his grace thought it 
neceſſary, as a preliminary to nego- 
ciation, that Mr. Pitt Gould ex- 
plain preciſely what he meant by 


the word equal. In an anſwer to 


this, Mr. Pitt ſaid, in a il 


that there was no occaſion, in his 


mind, of entering into an explana- 


tion of the term, as it could be beſt 
explained in a perſonal conference. 


The duke of Portland replied to 


the negociators, that it was impoſ- 
ſible for him to agree to any per- 
ſonal conference on a preliminary 
meſſage, the terms of which- the 
author refuſed to explain. Mr. 


Pitt 
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Pitt perſevered in his reſolution 
not to explain the word ; and here 
the negociation broke off. On this 
ſtatement of the caſe, Mr. Mar- 
ſham and Mr. Powys delivered 
their ſentiments; and a reſolution 
' _ was prepared and adopted by the 
meeting to the following effect: 

„ This meeting having heard, 
with infinite concern, that an inter- 
view between the duke of Portland 
and Mr. Pitt is prevented by a doubt 
reſpecting a fingle word, are una- 
nimouſly of opinion, that it would 
be no diſhonourable ſtep in either 
of the gentlemen to give way, and 
might be highly advantageous to the 

public welfare.”? - _ 


* 


Remarkable Addreſſes from particu- 
lar Perſons to their re/ſpetive 
Electors, on declaring themſelves 


Candidates at the late General 


Election. 


5 Addreſſes of the Right Honourable 
Charles Fames Fox, to the City of 
Weſtminfter. RS, 


To the Worthy and Independent 
| Electors of the City and Liberty 
of Weſtminſter. 


Gentlemen, 

is majeſty's miniſters having 
thought fit, in contradiction to 
their own declarations, in defiance 

of the ſenſe of the houſe of com- 
mons, and without any public pre- 
tence whatever, to ſubjeQ the na- 
tion to all the incenveniencies which 
muſt infallibly attend a diſſolution 
of Parliament at the preſent mo- 
ment, I humbly beg leave, once 
more, to ſolicit the favour of your 
votes and interet, to repreſent this 
great and reſpeCable city, _ 


j 


To ſecure to the people of this 
country the weight which belongs 


to them in the ſcale of the conſtitu. 


tion, has ever been the principle of 

my political conduct. 8 
Conſcious that in every ſituation, 

(whether in or out of office) I have 


invariably adhered to this ſyſtem, I 


cannot but flatter myſelf that you 
will again give your ſanction to 
thoſe principles which firit recom- 
mended me to your notice, and 
which induced you; at two ſubſe— 
quent periods, to honour me with 
your ſuffrapes. 
I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, | 
Your moſt devoted and grateful 
| Humble ſervant, 
St. James's-ſtreet, C. J. Fox. 
March 24. 
To the Worthy and Independent 
Electors of the City and Liberty 
of Weſtminſter. | 


Gentlemen, | 


When the popular deluſion in 
favour of the preſent miniſtry was 


ſuppoſed to be moſt prevalent, I 
was confident that the good ſenſe 


and ſte adineſs of the electors of Weſt⸗ 


minſter would be proof againſt every 
art and every temptation. 

The uvparalleled ſucceſs which! 
have experienced upon my canvals, 
fully juſtifies this confidence, and! 
have the greateſt reaſon to expeCt 
that your partiality towards me 
will appear to have 1ncreaſed 1n pro- 
portion to the perſecution of my 
enemies. 

As I have ever ſtood forth, and 
am always reſolved to continue firm 
in the cauſe of the people, ſo it 3 
not to be wondered at that I ſhould 


atall times be the object of the en- 


mity 


diain it. 
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mity of that pernicious faction whoſe 
principles are as adverſe to the con- 
ſtitution as the dark and ſecret man- 
ner in which they have endeavoured 
to enforce them. | | 

It would have been my moſt ear- 
neſt with to have paid my reſpects in 
perſon to every individual elector, if 
the extent of the city had not made 
it impoſſible. | 


The very flattering reception 1 


have met with among thoſe whom I 
have had the opportunity of ſeeing, 


cannot but add to my regret upon 
this account, 8 

My public conduct is too well 
known to you to make any profeſ- 
ſions neceſſary; upon that ground 


1 firſt experienced your partiality, 


upon that alone I can expect to re- 


To you who have approved it, I 


need ſay no more; and I will not 
be guilty of the unbecoming flatte- 


ry to thoſe who have differed from 


me, as to pretend that I ſhall in 


any degree deviate from that line 
of political conduct which firſt re- 
commended me to your notice. 


Upon theſe tried principles, I 


once more beg leave to ſolicit your 


votes, intereſt, and poll, at the en- 


ſuing election; and I do aſſure you 


that no expreſſions can do juſtice to 
the ſentiments of gratitude and eſ- 
teem with which 
I am, gentlemen, 
Your molt obedient and 

Devoted ſervant, 
St. James's-ſtreet, C. J. Fox. 
March 31, 1784. 


St. James's-ſtreet, April 26, 1784. 


To the worthy and independent 

Electors of the City and Liber- 
ties of Weſtminſter. —_— 
Vol. XXVII. 


Gentlemen, 


The preſent ſtate of the poll ex- 


hibits a glorious example of what 
may be expected from the perſeve- 
rance of independent men in the 
cauſe of liberty and the conſtitu- 
tion. | 3 

I beg leave moſt earneſtly to ſoli- 
cit the continuance of your gene- 
rous exertions in my favour. The 
importance of every individual vote 
is now ſufficiently evident; and the 
number of electors who have aſſured 
me that they would come forward 


Whenever it ſhould appear that 


their vote might probably be deci- 
five, leaves me no doubt of ſuc- 
ceſs. wt 

The unprecedented exertions 
which the ſervants of the crown 
have thought themſelves at liberty 
to make againſt me, as well by an 
indecent proſtitution of the moſt ſa- 
cred names, as by every other ſpe- 
cies of unconſtitutional influence, 


have produced the effects naturally 


to be expected from ſuch proceed- 


ings, by raiſing the ſpirit and awak - 


ening the indignation of every honeſt 
and indepencent elector. | 

My public life is too well known 
to you to make any profeſſions ne- 
ceſſary. Thoſe principles which 
brought about the glorious revolu- 
tion, which ſeated his majeſty's il- 
luſtrious family upon the throne, 


and which have preſerved the li- 


berty of this conſtitution, have 


ever been the inviolable rule of my 


political conduct, 

Upon theſe grounds I again pre- 
ſume to requeſt your ſupport; and 
if I ſhould be happy cnough to be 
re- elected repreſentative of this great 
and reſpectable city, you may de- 
pend upon finding in me a ſteady 
ſupporter of the whig cauſe, a de- 

T] | termined 
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* 
termined enemy to that ſecret influ- 
ence by which the preſent adminiſ- 


tration was created, and an unalter- 


able friend to the rights of the peo- 
ple. 


lam, with every ſentiment of 


gratitude and reſpec, 
| Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient, 
and molt humble ſervant, 


C. J. Fox. 


Addreſs of the Right Hon. William 
Windham, to the City of Nor- 
ich. | | 

To the Gentlemen, Clergy, Free- 
men, and Freeholders of the City 

and County of Norwich. 


Gentlemen, 
In compliance with the wiſhes, 
which a large ard reſpectable in- 


tereſt has long done me the honour 
to entertain towards me, 1 fland- 
forth as a candidate for the city of 


Norwich. My zeal for the conſli- 
tution of this ccuntry is founded 


upon an impartial and ſerious at- 


tention to its real intereſts; nor 
would 1 be deterred from diſcharg- 
ing my duty, by the oppoſition 
even of a free and enlightened peo- 
ple, when they act to the prejudice 
of their cwn rights. My opinions 


are not to be ſnaken by every tran- 


ſient blaſt of clamour; and as to 
my motives, they are ſuch, I truſt, 
as will not ſhrink from the ſevereſt 
ſcrutiny. I ſhould indeed condemn 
myſelf as moſt unworthy of your 


choice, if the leading principles of 


my actions could be diſtorted into 

endleſs inconſiſtencies, by a ſervile 

accommodation to thoſe changes, 

which have lately prevailed ia 

public opinions, and public mea- 

fures. | | — 
Scorning the mean arts of diſd- 

1 | 


mulation, I have planted myſelf 
before the judgment of my friends, 
and the prejudices of my enemies, 
in open day, I may offend the un. 
wary, and even the well-difpoſed, 
but I cannot deceive them; nor 
will ] ſacrifice to any ſelfiſh views 
that openneſs of dealing, which 
can alone ſecure to me the conti. 
nuance of your efteem after ſuc. 
ceſs, or the approbation of my own 
heart under diſappointment. The 
ſame conduct, which procures me 
the honour of your ſupport, ſhall 


_ juſtify you in beſtowing it. 


Reports, I am aware, have gone 
abread, of which, groundleſs and 
extravagant as they are, it may be 
neceſſary to take ſome notice. Yet 
i will not wrong your candour and 
good ſenſe, by ſuppoſing that they 
are, in the ſlighteſt degree, hurtful 
to that cauſe, which is equally dear 
to yourſelves and to me. I feel, 
indeed, ſome ſort of degradation 
in the very attempt to refute 
thoſe dark and inviduous inſinu- 
ations, which have hitherto aſſum- 
ed no determinate form, which 


have been employed only on the 


credulity of thoſe who know me 
not, and which are induftriouſly 
circulated by the artifices of thoſe 
whom, becanſe they do know me, 
it is more eaſy to convince than to 
lence, Un 


If I were unable to diſtinguiſh 
. between the comparative merits of 


men or meaſures, or unwuling to 
act according to my ſenſe of thoſe 
merits, I ſhould be totally unfit for 
the important and honourable truſt 
which you repoſe in your repre- 
ſentatives. He that is incapable of 


making ſuch diſtinctions cannot 
ſerve you effectually; and he who, 
from whatever mctives, refuſes to 
make them, muſt often betray yo 

| n 


OAT } 


In the freedom with which I have 
ever declared my ſentiments, at the 
hazard even of difobliging my 
friends, you have a pledge, ſurely, 
for the firmneſs with which J ſhall 
on all occaſions make my own dit- 
paſſionate judgment the ſole and 
fixed rule of my conduct. What 
circumſtances have they, who are 
moſt prodigal of their cenſures, 
ever diſcerned in my character or 


ſituation, which can juſtify them in 


repreſenting me as the bigot of any 
ſyſtem, or the ſlave of any party? 
As to popularity, I diſdain to court 
it by a deſertion of thoſe very ſen- 
timents which firſt obtained for me 
the flattering diſtinction of your 
warm and unſolicited approbation ; 
but I am moſt anxious to deſerve 
that approbation by the faithful and 
diligent diſcharge of my duty, in 
protecting your molt ſacred rights 
againſt every man, and every ſet of 
men, who may wiſn to undermine 
and {ſubvert them, TI have the 
honour to be, with the greateſt 
reſpect, | | 
Ss Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient, and 
Faithful humble ſervant, 

Norwich, W. WIN DHA. 

March 26, 1784. 


Addreſs of John Wilkes, Ei; to the 
County of Midileſex. 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
Preeholders of the County of 
Middleſex. 


Gentlemen, | | 

Conſcious of having on every 
occaſion diſcharged with zeal and 
fidelity the various duties of the 
important charge with which 1 
was intruſted, and reſlecting with 
gratitude bn the frequent public 
marks of your approbation during 
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the late preceding parliaments, - I 
beg to be permitted again to make 
you the humble tender of my ſer- 
vices at the enſuing general elec- 
tion, 

I 2\yays conſidered it as the duty 
of your repreſ.ntative in parlia- 
ment to delive! there the real ſenſe 
of his conſtituents, and, in obedi- 
ence to your commands, to ſubmit 
in a dutiful manner to the ſovereign 
the ſentiments of this reſpectable 
county. Such has been the invart- 
able rule of my conduct, Which I 
truit appears firm and conſiſtent. I 
have conſcientiouſly adhered to the 
ſolemn engagement ſigned by your 
late much-lamented member, Mr, 
Glynn, and myſelf, previous to 
the general election in 1774. In 
one momentous point, aſter a ſtrug- 
gle of many years, ſucceſs follow- 
ed to the full extent of my warmeſt 
wiſhes. I glory in having obtained 
for you the moſt complete ſatisfac- 
tion jrom the late parliament. I 
allude to the motion in May, 1782, 
« for vindicating the injured rights 
of the freeaolders of this county, 


and the whole body of electors in 


this united kingdom,” and the ſub- 
ſequent order chat all the declara. 
tions and reſolutions, which - milj- 
tated againſt your rights and fran- 
chiſes, ſhould be “e expunged from 
the journals, as being ſubverſive of 
the rights of the whole body of 
electors of this kingdom.” Other 
eſſential articles however of that 
engagement remain {til to be ac- 
compliſhed, particularly a more 
fair and equal repreſentation of the 
people,” and “ the ſhortening the 


duration of parliaments.” I pledge 


myſelf io you that both thele 
weighty queitions * ſhall receive a 
full diſcuſlion very early in the new 
parliament, if your favour ſhould 


[T-j 2 : give 
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give me a ſeat in the great council 
of the nation. | . 
LI entreat you, gentlemen, to do 
me the juſlice to believe that I ſhall 
be extremely deſirous of receiving 
your inſtructions on every event of 
importance reſpecting my parlia- 
mentary conduct, if J am ſo happy 
as to have the late honourable rela- 
tion to you renewed. The powers 
which I may derive from you ſhall 
regularly be exerted in obedience 
to the directions of my worthy con- 
ſtituents. My parliamentary voice 
ſhall faithfully declare the opinion 
of the frecholders of Middleſex, 
and my vote be given in ſtrict con- 
formity to their inſtructions, by 
Which the ſenſe of the people will 
be ſo far aſcertained with fairneſs 
and preciſion. It is my ambition 
to be acknowledged in the preſent 
age, and tranſmitted to the lateſt 
poſterity, as a ſtrenuous, ſteady, 
and uniform ſupporter of civil li- 
berty, of the moſt general and li- 
beral toleration in all matters of re- 
ligious concern, of the noble fran- 
chiſes and rights of this free peo- 
ple, and the balance of power in 
that happy, well poized conſtitu- 
tion, which the immortal William 
eſtabliſned at the glorious revo- 
lution. Toe 


In the preſent alarming criſis, 


gentlemen, I confeſs that I anxi- 
ouſly ſupplicate the honour of your 
ſuffrages, that I may be enabled to 
ſtrengthen the hands of our preſent 
virtuous young miniſter in his pa- 
triotic plans to retrieve your af- 
fairs, to reſtore public credit, to 
recover the faded glory of our 
country, 1 conceive ſuch a con- 
duct to meet the clear, declared 


opinion of a great majority of the 


freeholders of Middleſex, I know 
Ks ability, his unwearied attention 


to the public ſervice, and his zeal 
to promote thoſe objects of national 
magnitude, which you have at 
heart. He will therefore receive 
every ſupport, which you may en- 
able me to give, while he continues 
to poſſeſs the ſanction of your eſteem; 
and I am convinced that time, the 
moſt unerring judge, by daily bring. 
ing an additional degree of merito- 
rious ſervice, will confirm and in. 
creaſe to him the attachment of a 
grateful nation. 5 

As the ſheriff has advertiſed a 
general meeting of the freeholders 


of this county, to conſider of proper 


perſons to be nominated by them 
to repreſent this county in the en. 
ſuing parliament, to be held at the 
Mermaid, at Hackney, on Saturday 


next, the 3d of April, at twelve 


o' clock at noon, give me leave to 
ſolicit the early appearance of my 
friends there, and their generous 
protection. 3 

The election will be at Brentford, 


on Thurſday, the 22d of April, 
when I hope to be again the man 


of your free choice, and by the 
continuance of that obliging par- 
tiality, which has been my diſtinc- 
tion in life, the repreſentative of 
my native county in the enſuing 
parhament. | 
I am, gentlemen, 
With great regard and gratitude, 
Your moſt faithful, and 
Obedient humble ſervant, 
| Jonn WilkEs. 
Prince's court, Weſtminſter, 


Monday, March 29. 


Addreſs of William Baker, E.; li 
the Elettors of the Beragh 7 
Heri ford, after he had loft bit 
Eloctiom. 

To the worthy Electors of the Bo- 

rough of Hertford. 
ü Gentlemen, 


's 


7 


N. 
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Gentlemen, 

Notwithſtanding the event of the 
late poll, I ſhould be unworthy of 
that good opinion with which my 
friends have honoured me, if I did 


not in the moſt cordial manner ex- 


reſs to them my ſincere acknow- 
La It was not in their 
power to prevent the effect of thoie 
combined circumſtances which the 
popular fury of the times, and the 


various influences operating in fa- 


vour of my opponents, rendered 
irreſiſtible. | 
By ſome new and courtly concep- 
tion of things there are thoſe who 
have perſuaded themſelves to de- 
clare, that length of ſervice in par- 
liament is an acquittal of every 
obligation to profeſs the public 
principles on which they act. 
Length of ſervice and independence 
of mind are not always ſynony- 
mous. And I have never thought 


it inconſiſtent with my duty, or de- 


grading to my honour, to avow 


mine. In doing this I refer to my 


uniform public conduct for fixteen 


years paſt, I have nothing to con- 


ceal, nor any bias on my mind by 
which I can be tempted in any in- 


| ſtance to ſacrifice objects of ſerious 


national importance to views of 
temporary emolument, either in 
poſſeſſion or expectation. 


The part which has been taken 


againſt me I reſent not: The ſap- 


port I have experienced from my 


old and new friends I receive with 
gratitude. In the choice of your 


preſent members you have acted in 


a manner moſt agreeable to your 
wiſhes, and they will have perform- 
ed no more than their bounden duty, 
by ſerving you with the ſame diſin- 
tereſtedneſs and fidelity with which 
I have endeavoured to atone for ma- 
ny other defects. 


On this and every ſimilar occa- 
fion you will do well to conſider 
that you are called upon to the ex- 
erciſe of this valuable franchiſe, to 
preſerve that balance in our conſti- 
tution on which all our liberties 
depend; and bearing in your minds 
a late moſt extraordinary tranſace 
tion, you will dread, as the worſt of 
evils that can befal you, every 
ſpecies of ariſtocratic influence 
ſince a moment's reflection will con- 
vince you, that nothing leſs is 
meant by the moſt flattering con- 
deſcenſions, than to eſtabliſh an in- 
tereſt among you for the purpoſes 
of private ambition; and you will 


hardly be perſuaded, that thoſe will 


prove the moſt zealous aſſertors 


of your rights and independence 


who have ſhamefully betrayed their 
Own. . | 


In my private fituation, I ſha!l be 


happy to promote the proſperity of 


your town; and am, with the moſt 
unfeigned regard, 
Your obliged and obedient | 
_ ſervant, 
Bayford-Bury, W. BAKER. 
April 2. 125 


Addreſs of T. V. Coke, Ejq; to the 
County of Norfolk. 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and 


Norfolk. | 


Gentlemen, ED 
In compliance with 'the opinion 


Freeholders of the County of 


of many reſpectable friends, I re- 


tire from a conteſt, which is likely 
to diſturb the peace of the county, 
without producing any advantage to 
that cauſe in which J am engaged. 
The ſhortneſs of the interval be- 
tween the nomination and the day 
of election was thought inſufficient 
to recover the effects of a canvas, 

[T] 3 which 
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which (it now appears) had begun 
during my abſence in town, was 


carried on without my knowledge, 
and owed much of its ſucceſs to 


an artifice not the moſt juſtifiable, 
the pretence of a junction between 
my late worthy coileague and my 


With pratitude I ſhall ever ac- 


knowledge the paſt favours of my 
- conſtituents; nor can I retle&, with- 
out trium h, on the endeavours I 
have faithfully and ſteadily exerted 
to deſerve the continuance of them. 
From whatever cauſes my preſent 
_ diſappointment may have ariſen on 
your part, it cannot, I am ſure, be 
imputed to any want of ſincerity or 
conſtancy or mine. 
forth as your repreſentative, in ſup- 
port of revolutional principles; and 
where is the inſtance in which my 
molt prejudiced foe can ſſiew that 1 
have deſerted them? Upon theſe 
principles, gentlemen, I took a de- 
cided, and, after your choice of my 
competitor, I mutt add, a diftin- 
guiſhed part in oppoſing the Ame- 
rican war; I 
hearuly, and moſt ſucceſsiully, for 
controuling the enormous influence 
of the crown; and aſſiſted in that 
truly conſtitutional meaſure, by 
which the much-abuſed power of 
voting was taken away from the 
immediate dependents of the crown. 


J was called 


gave my vote moſt 


On the ſame princip'e, and with the 


ſame ficady view to the common 


good, I will never give up my 


claim to conſiſtency in having ſup- 
ported the duke of Portland in his 
coalition with lord North, being 
ſuch a meaſure, 


owever liable to miſrepreſentation, 
was, by a change of circumſtances, 
become indiſpenſably neceilary. I 
felt it my duty to follow the exam- 
ple of many honeſt men, who, after 


the concluſion of the American 
war, having no juſt ground of gif. 


ference, were willing to lay aſide 


perſonal animoſities, for the ſake of 
purſuing meaſures ſalutary in them. 
ſelves, and which nothing but their 
union could render practicable. 
But, whatever opinion you may 
form of my conduct, the purity of 
my motives ſtands, I truſt, unim. 
peached. Had a regard for your 
intereſt, and for the honour of be. 
coming your repreſentative, held a 
ſecondary place in my wiſhes, there 
is a path in which I poſſibly, as well 


as others, might have gratified a 


leſs generous ambition, and have 
ſaved myſelf the diſappointment 
winch I now experience. 

In fating theſe facts, I mean not 
to make an oltentatious diiplay of 
ſervices, which have no other merit 
than the motives that dictated them; 
but I do mean to convince you that 
I have not betrayed the truſt of 
which you have deprived me; and 
that whatever reaſons you may have 


for giving a preference to other men, 


you have no juſt ground cf accula- 
tion againſt me. 
While 1 lament the loſs of your 


confidence, as it affects myſelf, I 


feei a more. ſerious concern for the 
conſequence of that loſs to the Whig 
intereſt, which my family was in 
this county brought forward to ſup- 
port in the year 1768, and which 
now"Teems threatened with a total 
overthrow by the machinations of 
its enemies, and by the temporary 
prejudices of many of thoſe wao 
ſhould be its ſupporters. Let me, 
however, do juſtice to thoſe nume- 
rous and reſpectable friends, to 
whole generous exertions, in the 
preſent inſtance, I am ſo highly in- 
debted, and whoſe firmneſs, in de- 
fence of conſtitutional liberty, will, 

1 > J truſt, 


{ truſt, on ſome future occaſion, be 
more effectual, 
Jam, Gentlemen, | 
With the greatelt reſpect, 
Your moſt faithful, and 
Obedien: humble ſervant, 

Norwich, THO. WM. COKE, 
April 12. 


An official Coy of the Return made 
by the High Bailiff of Weſtminſier 
to the Sheriff of Middlejex, and 6y 
the Sheriff to the Clerk of the 


Crown. 


Thomas Corbett, bailiff of the 
berty of the dean and chapter of 
the collegiate church of St. Peter, 
at Weſtminſter, in the county of 
Middleſex, doth hereby cerüfy un- 
to the ſheriff of the ſaid councy of 
Middleſex, that by virtue of a 
certain precept, dated the 26th day 
of March laſt, and on the fame day 
delivered to him the ſaid bailift, by 
the ſaid ſheriff, for the election of 
two citizens to ſerve in the enſuing 
parhament for the city of Weſtmin— 
ſter, and by virtue of the writ there- 
in recited, (proclamation of the 
premiſes in the ſaid precept firit 
mentioned, the day and place, as in 
dhe ſaid precept is directed, firſt be- 
ing made) he the ſaid bailiff did 
proceed to the election of two citi- 
zens to ſerve in the enſuing parlia- 
ment for the ſaid city of Weſtmin- 
ſter, on che firſt day of April now 


laſt paſt, on which day appeared 


and were put in nomination the 
three candidates hereinafter men- 
tioned; and a poll being demanded, 


he the ſaid bailiff did forthwith 


proceed to take the ſaid poll, and 
continued to take the ſame day by 
day, during ſix hours each day, 
V1Z, from nine in the forenoon to 
three in the afternoon, until the day 
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of the date of theſe preſents inclu- 
five, on which day the ſaid poll 
was finally cloſed, when the num- 
bers on the ſaid poll for the ſaid 
ſeveral candidates ſtood as follows, 
VIZ, | | 
For the right hon. fir Sa- 

muel Hood, bart. baron 

Hood, of the kingdom 


of Ireland 60694 
For the right hon. Charles 

James Fox -« - 6233 
For fir Cecil Wray, baro- 

net = - 3998 


The ſaid bailiff further ſets forth, 
that on the {aid final cloſe of the 
poll, a ſcrutiny was duly demanded: 


in behalf of fir Cecil Wray, which 


ſcrutiny the ſaid bailiff has granted, 
for the purpoſe of inveſtigating the 
legality of the votes more accurately 
than could be done on the ſaid poll; 


and the ſaid ſcrutiny ſo granted is 
now pending and undetermined; and 


by reaſon of the premiſes, the ſaid 
bailiff humbly conceives he cannot 
make any other return to the ſaid 
precept than as hereinbefore is 
contained, until the ſaid ſcrutiny 
ſhall be determined, which he fully 
intends to proceed upon with all 
practicable diſpatch, In witneſs 
whereof, he the {ſaid Thomas Cor- 
bett, bailiff of the ſaid liberty, hath 
hereunto ſet his hand and ſeal, the 
17th day of May, in the year of our 
Lord 1784. 

To. Cox BET, Bailiff. 


Copy of the Proteſts againſt grant- 
ing a Scrutiny, delivered to the 
High Bailiff at St. Anne's Veſtry 
Room, on Fune 11, 1784. 


To Thomas Corbett, Eſq; High 
Bailiff. | 

Before 1 go upon the buſineſs of 

[T] 4 | this 
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this ſcrutiny, I do hereby ſolemnly 
proteſt againſt its legality, and re- 
ſerve to myſelf the right of impeach- 
ing it hereafter, either in any court 
of judicature, or before a committee 
of the houſe of commons under Mr. 


Grenville's act; and I hereby alſo 


declare, that I reſerve to myſelf the 
right of ſuing the high bailiff for all 
the expences, or the double of them, 
which are drawn upon me by this 
illegal act, in the appointment of 


this ſcrutiny, C. J F 
| „ {of 


Veſtry-room, St. Anne's, 
June 11, 1784. 


To Thomas Corbett, eſq; high bai- 


liff of Weſtminſter, 


We whoſe names are ſubſcribed, 
electors of Weſtminſter, do proteſt 
againſt your commencing or pro- 
ceeding on any ſcrutiny of the poll 


on the late election for repreſenta- 


tives in parliament for this city; 

and do reſervę to ourſelves the right 

and power to object to, and impeach 

all your proceedings therein, as ue 
mall be adviſed. | 

Given under our hands, on be- 

half of carſelves, and the 

other electors of this City, 


this x1th day of June, 


1784. 

JoxaTHan PAGE, 
JA. GIL CHRIST, 
Jo N Davis, 
CuARLES PROBART, 

E DWARD LANE, 
Tous BROOKS, 
WILLIAM Fis EER, 
WILLIA FiTCH, 
Thomas ELLIS. 


* 


Extraqs of the Proceedings on the 
Trial of the Iudictment, the King, 
| 


on the Profecution of William Fare, 
Gentleman, againſt the Reverend 
William Davies Shipley, Dean of 
Sr. Aſaph, for a Litel, at the A 
fixes at Shrewſbury, Auguſt 6, 
1784, before the Honourable My. 
Fuſtice Buller. 


N Friday, the 6th of Auguſt, 

91784, the trial came on, at 

the aſſize at Shrewſbury, before the 
hon. Mr. Juſtice Buller. 

The indictment was laid for the 
publiſhing a libel, entitled, The 
Principles of Government, in a Dia- 
logue between a Gentleman and a 
Farmer. This dialogue was written 
by William Jones, eſq; now fir Wil- 
liam Jones, knight, and one of the 
judges of the ſupreme court of judi- 
cature at Fort William in Bengal, 

The Jury. 

John Nicholls, of Chelmarſh, eſq; 

Wiltam Pemberton, of Walford, 

eig; 

| Charles Walcott, of Bitterley, eſq; _ 
Francis Lloyd, of Berghill, eſq; 
Thomas Ottley, of Pitchford, eſq; 
Joſhua Blakeway, of Lythwood, 
eſqʒ 

Richard Jones, of Riſton, eſq; 

ohn Hill, of Prees, eſq; 

Edward Williams, of Norton, eſq; 

Thomas Kinnerſley, of Leighton, 

eq; | | | 

Thomas Eyton, of Wellington, 

eſqʒ 

Jobs! Smith2zman, of Buildwas, 

eſa; | | 
Counſel for the Crown, 

Mr. Bearcroft, 

Mr. Cowper, - 

Mr. Leyceſter, 

Mr. Bower, 

Mr, Manley, 

Mr. Richards. 

Solicitor, _ 
Mr. William Jones, of Ruthin. 
'Counſc! 
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Counſel for the Defendant. 
The hon. Thomas Erſkine. 
Mr. Corbet, 

The hon. Thomas Brodrick, 
Mr. Abbot. | 
Solicitor. 


Mr. Lewis Hughes, of St. Aſaph. 


After bearing Counſel on both ſides, 
and after having ſtated the evidence, 
Mr. Juſtice Buller addreſſed the jury 
nearly as follows © | 
Now, gentlemen, this is the 

whole of the evidence that has been 
given on the one fide and the other. 
As for the ſeveral witneſſes who have 
been called to give Mr. Shipley the 
character of a quiet and peaceable 
man, not diſpoſed to ſtir up ſedition, 
that cannot govern the preſent queſ- 
tion; for the queſtion for you to de- 
cide is, whether he is or is not guilt 
of publiſhing this pamphlet ? 
« You have heard a great deal 
ſaid, which really does not belong 
to the caſe, and a part of it has em- 


barraſſed me a good deal in what 


manner to treat it, I cannot ſub- 
ſcribe to a great deal that I have 
heard from the defendant's counſel; 
but I do readily admit the truth of 
that propoſition which he ſtated, 
from Mr. Locke, that « wherever 
the law ends, tyranny begins.” The 
queſtion then is, what is the law, as 
applicable to this buſineſs ? and to 
narrow it ſtill more, what is the law 
in this ſtage of the buſineſs ?—You 


have been preſſed very much by the 


counſel, and ſo have J alſo, to give 
an opinion upon the queſtion, whe- 
ther this pamphlet is or is not a 
hbel? Gentlemen, it is my happi- 
neſs that I find the law ſo well and 
ſo fully ſettled, that it is impoſſible 
for any man who means well to 
doubt about it; and the counſel for 
the defendant was ſo conſcious what 


the law was, that he himſelf ſtated 
what he knew muſt be the anſwer 
which he would receive from me, 
that is, that the matter appears upon 
the record - and as ſuch, it is not 
for me, a ſingle judge, ſitting here 
at Niſi Prius, to ſay whether it is 
or is not a hbel. I hoſe who adopt 
the contrary doctrine, forget a little 
to what lengths it would go; for, if 
that were to be allowed, the obvious 
conſequence would be what was 
ſtated by the counſel in reply, name- 
ly, that you deprive the ſubject of 
that which is one of his deareſt 
birthrights: you deprive him of his 
appeal - you deprive him of his writ 
of error; for if I was to give an 
opinion here that it was not a libel, 
and you adopted that, the matter is 
cloſed for ever. The law acts 
equally and juſtly, as the pamphlet 


ſtates—it is equal between the pro- 


ſecutor and the defendant ; and 
whatever appears upon the record is 
not for our deciſion here, but may 
be the ſubject of future conſideration 


in the court out of which the record 
comes; and afterwards, if either 


party thinks fit, they have a right 
to carry it to the dernier reſort, the 
houſe of lords. The law is the ſame 
in both criminal and civil cafes, and 


there is not a gentleman round this 


table who does not know that is the 
conſtant and uniform anſwer which 
is given in ſuch caſes. 
c You have been addreſſed by the 
quotation cf a great many caſes 
upon libels. It ſeems to me, that 
that queſtion 1s ſo well ſettled, thay 
gentlemen ſhould not agitate it a- 
gain ; or at leaſt, when they do agi- 
tate it, it ſhould be done by ſtating 
fairly and fully what has paſſed on 
all tides, not by ſtating a paſſage or 
two from a particular caſe, that may 
be twiſted to the purpoſe that they 
| Want 
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want it to anſwer. And how this 
doctrine ever comes to be now ſeri- 
ouſly contended for, is a matter of 
ſome alloniſhment to me; for I do 
not know any one queſtion in the 
law which is more thoroughly eſtab- 
liſked than that is. I know it is 


not the language of a particular ſet 


or party of men, becauſe the very 
laſt caſe that has ever ariſen upon a 
libel, was conducted by a very re- 
ſpc&atle and a very honourable 
man *, who is as warm a partian as 
the counſel fer the defendant, and, 
I believe, of what is called the ſame 
party. But he ſtated the caſe in 
few words, which I certainly a- 
dopted afterwards, and which, I 
believe, no man ever doubted about 
the propriety of. 'That caſe aroſe, 
not three weeks ago, at Guildhall, 
upon a queſtion on a libel; and in 
ſtating the plaintiff's cafe, he told 
the jury that there could be but 
three queſtions, | 

« The Firſt is, Whether the de- 
fendant is guilty of publiſhing the 
libel ? 

6 The Second, Whether the in- 
nuendos or the averments made up- 
on the record are true ? ; 

e The Third, which is a queſtion 
of law, Whether it 1s or 1s not a 
libel ?*? Therefore, ſaid he, the two 
firſt are the only queſtions you have 
to conſider: and this, added he, 
very rightly, is clear and undoubied 
law. It has been ſo held for con- 
fiderably more than a century paſt. 
It is admitted by the counſel, that 
upon great conſideration, it has 
been ſo held in one of the caſes he 
mentioned, by a noble lord who has 
preſided for many years, with very 
diſtinguiſned honour, in the ficlt 
court of criminal juſtice in this 


Mr. Lee. 


country; and it is worthy of obſer- 


vation how that caſe came on. For 


twenty - eight years paſt, (during 
which time we have had a vaſt num. 
ber of proſecutions in different 
ſhapes for libels) the uniform and 


invariable conduct of that noble 


judge has been, to ſtate the queſ. 
tions as I have juſt ſtated them to 
you; and though the caſes have 
been defended by counſel not likely 
to yield much, yet that point was 
never found fault with by them, 
and often as it has been enforced 
by the court, they never have at- 
tempted yet by any application to ſet 
it afide. At laſt it came on in this 
way; the noble judge himſelf brought 
it on, by ſtating to the court what 
his directions had always been, with 
a defire to know, whether in their 
opinions, the direction was right or 
wrong? The court were unani- 
mouily of opinion that it was right, 
and that the law bore no que{lion or 
diſpute.—lt is admitted by the coun- 
{cl likewiſe, that inthe time that my 
lord chief juſtice Lee prefided in the 
court of King's Bench, the ſame 
doctrine was laid down as clear and 

eitabliſhed. There was not a founder 
lawyer, or an honeſter man, that 
ever {at on the bench, than he was. 
But if we trace the queſtion further 
back, it will be found, that about 
the year 1731 (which, I ſuppole, 

has not eſcaped the dil:gence of the 
counſel) another chief juſtice held 
the ſame doctrine, and in terms 
which are more obſervable than 
thoſe in moſt of the other caſes, be- 
cauſe they ſhew pretty clearly when 
it was that this idea was firſt broached. 
— That was, an information againſt 
one Franklin (1 think) for publiih- 


ing a libel called The Crafiſman. 


The 


* 
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he then chief juſtice ſtated the 
three que ſtions to the jury in the 
ſame way I mentioned. He ſaid, 
The firſt is the fact of publication; 
ſecondly, Whether the averments in 
the in formation are true or not; 
and thirdiy, Whether it is a Ebel. 
He ſays, there are but two of theſe 
queſtions for your confideration ;— 
the third is merely a queſtion of 
law, with which you, the jury, have 
nothing to do, as has now of late 
bcen thought by ſome people, who 
ought to know better; but, ſays he, 
we muſt always take care to diſtin- 
oviſh between matters of Jaw and 
matters of fact, and they are not to 
be confounded. 

With juch a train of authori- 
ties, it is really extraordinary to 
hear the matter now inſiſted on as a 
queſtion which admits a doubt; aud 
if we go farther back, it will be 


found ſtill clearer: for about the 


time of the revolution, authorities 
will be found which go directly to 
the point. In one of them, which 
arole within a year or two from the 
time of the caſe of the Seven Bi- 
ſhops, which the counſel alluded to, 
a defendant, in an information for a 
libel, which was tried at bar, ſaid 
to the court, * As the information 


ſtates this to be a ſcandalous and ſe- 


ditious libel, I defire it may be left 
to the jury to ſay whether it is a 
ſcandalous and ſeditious libel, or 
not.“ The anſwer then given by 
the court was, “ That is matter of 
law, the jury are to decide vpon 
the fact; and if they find you guilty 
of the fact, the court will afterwards 
conſider whether it is or is not a 
libel.” —If one goes ſtill farther 
back, we find it ſettled as a princi- 
ple which admits of no diſpute, and 
laid down to early as the reign of 
_ queen Elizabeth as a maxim, that 


« ad quefiionem fact reſpundent jura- 
tores, ad qguaſt:onem juris reſpondent 
Judices.“ And in tae caſe that the 
counſel has tnoughe fit to allude to, 
under the name of Bumel's cale, the 
ſame maxim is recognized by the 
court negaively, Viz. ad quæſtionem 
facti non rejpon en! judices, ad quej- 
tine gig non reſpondent juratores 3 
for, ſa d the court unanimouſly, if 
it be aſked of the jury what the Jaw 
is, they cannot ſay; if it be aſked 


of the court what the fact is, they 


cannot ſay. _ 

% Now, ſo it ſtands as to legal 
hiſtory upon the buſineſs. Suppoſe 
there were no authority at all, can 
any thing be a ſtronger proof of the 
impropricty of what is contended 
for by the counſel for the defendant, 
than What I have had rccourſe to? 
They have addreſſed you—not as is 
very usual to addreſs a jury, and 
which you muſt know yeourtelves, if 


you have often ſerved upon them 


they have addreſſed „ou upon a 
queition oi law, on which they have 
quoted caſes for a century back, 
Now, are you poſſeſſed of thoſe caſes 
in your ewn minds? are you apprized 
of the diſtinctions on which thoſe de- 
terminaiions are founded? Is it not 
a little extraordinary :o require of a 
jury, that they ſhould carry all the 
legal determinations in their minds? 
It one looks a little farther into the 
conſtitution, it ſeems to me, that 
without recourſe to authorities, it 
cannot admit of a doubt. What is 
the mode of adminiſtering juſtice in 
this country :— The judges are ap- 
pointed to decide the law, the juries 
to decide the fact. How :- Both 
under the ſolemn obligation of an 
oath. The judges are tworn to ad- 
miniſter the law faithfully and truly. 
The jury are not ſo ſworn, but to 
give a true verdict acccrdirg to the 
1 | evidence. 
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evidence. Was it ever yet attempted 
to give evidence of what the law 
was ?—[f it were done in one in- 
ſtance, it mutt hold in all. —Suppoſe 
a jury ſhould ſay, that which is 
Rated upon a record is high treaſon 


or murder; if the facts charged up- 


on the record are not ſo, it is the 
duty of the court to look into the 
record, and they are bound by their 
oaths to diſcharge the defendant. 
The conſequence, if it were not ſo, 
vycu'd be, that a man would be lia- 
ble to be hanged, who had offended 
againſt no law at all, It is upon 
the facts, as found by the jury, that 
the court are to ſay, whether it is 
any offence or not. It would un- 
doubtedly hold in civil caſes as well 
das criminal; and as the counſel for 
the proſecution has ſaid in reply, by 


the ſame reaſon in the caſe of an 


ejectment, you might decide con- 
trary to the law. But was it ever 
ſuppoſed, that a jury was competent 
to ſay what is the operation of a fine, 
or a recovery, or a warranty, which 
are mere queſtions of law ?— _ 

e Then the counſel ſays, it is a 


very extraordinary thing, if you 


have nothing elſe to decide but the 
fact of the publication; becauſe 
then the jury are to do nothing but 
to decide that which was never diſ- 
puted. Now, there is a great deal 
of art in that argument, and it was 
very ingenioufly put by the coun- 
ſel; but there is a fallacy in the 
argument, which ariſes from not 
conſidering how the matter ſtands 
here. | 
fendant, bv the iſſue, admits that he 
ever publiſhed 1t,—No; upon the 
record he denies it; but when he 
comes here, he thinks fit to admit 
it. That does not alter the mode 
of trial. | 
© Then it is aſſerted, that if you 


bad if you do, 


It 1s not true, that the de- 


go upon the publication only, chat 
the defendant would be found 
guilty though he is innocent. But 
that is by no means the cafe; and 
it is only neceſſary to ſee how many 
guards the law has made, to ſhey 
how erroneous that argument is. 
If the fact were, that the defendant 
never denied the publication, bat 


meant to admit it, and inſiſt that it 


was not a libel, he had another way 
in which he ſhould have done it (a 
way univerſally known to the pro- 
feflion)—for he ought to have de. 
murred to the indictment; by which 
in ſubſtance he would have ſaid—I 
admit the fact of publiſhing it, but 
deny that it is any offence.—Put he 
is not precluded even now, from 
ſaying it is not a libel; for if the 
fact be found by you, that he did 
publiſh the pamphlet, and upon fu- 
ture conſideration the court of 
King's Bench ſhall be of opinion 
that it is not a libel, he muſt then be 
acquitted, As to his coming here, 
it is his own choice. 

« But, ſay the counſel farther, it 
is clear in point of law, that in 2 
criminal 15 the defendant cannot 
plead ſpecially ; therefore he might 


give aoy thing in evidence that 


would be a juſtification if he could 
plead ſpecially.— I admit it :—but 
what does that amount to? You 
muſt plead matter of fact: you can- 
not plead matter of law; the plea is 
Then admitting 
that he could pive that in evidence 
upon Not Guilty, which would 1n 
point of law, if pleaded, amount to 
an excuſe or a defence, the queſtion 
ſtill is, what are the facts on which the 
defence is founded ? That brings the 
caſe to the queſtion of publication; 
for the innuendos are no more than 
this; firſt, the indictment ſays, that 
by the letter G. is meant Gente: 

man, 
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man, and by the letter F. is meant 
Farmer. Now the title of this pam- 
phlet is, * The Principles of Go- 
vernment, in a Dialogue between a 


Gentleman and a Farmer.*— The 


innuendo is not upon initials or let- 
ters that may be doubtful, but whe- 
ther © the king? written at length 
means the king of Great Britain, 
and whether © the parliament? means 
the parliament of Great Britain. 
Theſe are points I don't know how 
to ſtate a queſtion upon; and if you 
are ſatisfied as to the innuendos, 
the only remaining queſtion of fact 
is as to the publication. 


« Whether Mr. Jones's evidence 


will or will not operate in mitiga- 
tion of puniſnment, is not a queſ- 
tion for me to give an opinion up- 
on, becauſe it is not for me to in- 
Aict the puniſhment it the defendant 
is found guilty, But upon his evi- 


_ dence it ſtands thus: the dean had 


thoughts of printing the pamphlet 


in Welſh, but upon what was ſaid 


to him by Mr. ory and other gen- 
tlemen, he declined it. But he / 
terawards publiſhed it in Engliſh ; 
for this converſation is {worn by 
Jones to be on the 7th of January, 
and not till the 24th of January 
does he ſend this letter to Evans 


with the pamphlet, defiring that it 


might be publiſhed ; therefore there 
15 no contradiction as to the publi- 
cation; and if you are fatisfied of 
this in point of fact, it is my duty 


ta tell you in point of law, you are 


bound to find the defendant guilty. 


to you, becauſe if I err in any re- 


ſpect, it is open to the defendant to 


have it corrected. As far as it is 
neceſſary to give any opinion in 
point of law upon the ſubject of the 
trial, I readily do it: beyond that I 
don't mean to ſay a word, becauſe it 
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him guilty of that. 
—] wiſh to be explicit in what I ſay 


1s not neceſſary nor proper here. 
In a future ſtage of the buſineſs, if 
the defendant 1s found guilty, he 
will have a ng to demand my 
opinion; and if ever that happens, 
it is my duty to give it, and then I 
will; but till that happens I do 
not think it proper, or by any means 
incumbent upon one who ſits where 
I do, to go out of the caſe to give an 
opinion upon a ſubje& which the 
preſent ſtage of the caſe does not 
require. Therefore I can only ſay; 
that if you are ſatisfied that the de- 
fendant did publiſh this pamphlet, 
and are ſatisfied as to the truth of 
the innuendos in point of law, you 
ought to find him guilty. If you 
are not ſatisfied of that, you will ac- 
quit him.“ . 


The Fury withdrew to conſider of 
their Verdict. When they returned 
again ints Court, the Foreman ſaid, 

They found the Defendant Guilty 
of publithing only. 


Mr. Juſtice Buller. That ver- 
dict is not quite correct. — Vou, 
gentlemen of the jury, muſt explain 
one way or the other, whether you 
find the meaning of the innuendos. 
The indictment has ſtated, that G. 
means Gentleman.— F. Farmer.— 
The King, the King of Great Bri- 
tain—and the Parliament, the Par- 
liament of Great Britain. Do you 
find him guilty ? 1 

One of the jury, Ves, we find 


Mr. Erſcine. They find the de- 
fendant guilty of publiſhing oxly. 
One of the jury. We don't ſay 
any thing to judge of the libel, we 
only find him guilty of publiſhing. 
Mr. Erſkine. 1 beg your lord- 
ſhip's pardon, I am ſure I mean no- 
thing that is irregular: J under- 


ſtand 


ſo ; 1 1 — 
2 2 ——— ———— —EÜ3äö ⸗ ee. —— 4 —_ 
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ſtand the jury ſaid, they only found 
that the deau publiſhed it. 

One of the jury. Yes. 

Mr. Erikine. They only find that 
the dean publiſhed this pamphlet. 

Mr. Broderick. They have not 
found that it is a libel of and con- 
cerning the king and his govern- 
ment. | 

Mr. Juſtice Buller. I aſked them 
whether they were ſatisfied that The 
King, meant the King of Great Bri- 
tain ; whether the le ter G. meant 
Gentleman, and the letter F. meant 


Farmer; they ſay they are ſatisfied. 
Als there any other innuendo in the 
indictment? | 


Mr. Erſkine. When the jury 


came in, they gave the very verdict 


that was given in the caſe of the 
King againſt Woodfall; they ſaid, 
Guilty of publiſhing only. —Gentle- 
men of the jury, do you mean that 
the word on ſhall ſtand part of 


* your verdict ? 


One of the jury, Certainly. 
Mr. Juſtice Buller. Gentlemen, 


if you add the word ca, it will be 


negativing, or at leaſt not finding 
the truth of the innuendos; that J 
underſtood you did not mean to do. 
Mr. Erſkine. That has the effect 
of a general verdict of guilty.—I 
defire your lordſhip, fitting here as 
Judge, to record the verdict as given 
by the jury; if the jury depart 
from the word ozly, they alter their 
verdict. | 
Mr. Juſtice Buller. J will take 


their verdict as they mean to give 
it; it ſhall not be altered. Gen- 


temen, do you mean to find him 
guilty of publiſhing the libel ? | 
One of the jury. Of publiſhing 


the pamphlet; we don't decide up- 


on its being a libel or not. 
Mr. Juſtice Buller. And that the 
1 1 885 | 


1t ſhall be recorded, 


meaning of the innuendos is as ſtat- 
ed in the indiQtment ? 

One of the jury. Yes, cer- 
tainly. 55 
Mr. Erſkine. Would you have 
the word ozly recorded ? 

One of the jury. Ves. 

Mr. Erſkine. Ten I inſiſt that 


Mr. Juſtice Buller. Mr. Erſkine, 
fit down, or I ſhall be obliged to 
interpoſe in ſome other way. 


Mr. Erſkine. Your lordihip may 


interpoſe in what manner you think 


fit. 

Mr. juſtice Buller. Gentlemen, 
if you ſay guilty of publiſhing cz, 
the conſequence is, that you nega- 
tive the meaning of the particular 
words I have mentioned—that is 
the operation of the word only. In 
effect, you would give a verdict in 
words contrary to what you mean. 

One of the jury. How wall it 
operate? | e 
Mr. Juſtice Buller. If you ſay 
nothing more, but find him guilty 
of publiſhing, the queſtion of law 
is open upon the record, and they 
have a right to apply firſt to the 
court of King's Bench to arreſt the 
judgment; and if they are not ſa- 
tisfied with the opinion of that 
court, either party has a right to 
go to the houſe of lords, and you 
ind nothing more by that verdict 


but the ſimple fact; but if you find 


him guilty of publiſhing ondy, that 
verdict will not include the innu- 


endos on the record. 


One of the jury. That 1s ad- 

mitted-. | 3 
Mr. Erſkine. I deſire to afk your 
lordſhip this queſtion, in the hearing 
of the jury, Whether, if they find 
the verdict Guilty of publithing, 
leaving out the word ery, and on 
KT 
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my application to arreſt the judg- 
ment, the judgment ſhall not be 
arreſted, but entered up m the 
King's Bench; whether the ſedition 
does not ſtand recorded? | 

Mr. Juſtice Buller. No, it does 
not, unleſs the pamphlet be a libel 
in point of Jaw. 

Mr. Erſkine, 
ſay that the defendant did not pub- 
liſh it ſeditiouſly, if judgment is 
not arreſted, but is entered in the 
record t | e 

Mr. Juſtice Buller. Gentlemen, 
this is my ſatisfaction. If in what 
Jam ſaying to you I am wrong in 
any inſtance, they have a right to 
have a new trial directly for aſking. 
But I muſt tell you the law 1s this: 
if you find the defendant guilty of 
publiſhing, without ſaying any more, 
the queſtion of libel or not is open 
to tne conſideration of. the court; 
but if you ſay he is guilty of pub- 
liſhing ozly, it is an incomplete ver- 
dict. | | 
One of the jury. We certainly 
mean to leave the queſtion of libel 
or not to. the conſideration of the 
court, 

Mr. Erkine, 

{edition ?. | 
One of the Jury. We give no 
verdict upon it. | | 

Mr. Juſtice Buller. When you 
underſtand your verdict yourſelves, 
I will take it in the manner you 
ſtate it. If you ſay guilty of pub- 
liſning only, there muſt be another 
tn, becauſe the verdict will be im- 


Do you find the 


One of the jury. No, we did 
not ſay that; we put the word only 
ſirſ.— Guilty y of publiſhing. 

Mr. Erſsine. I deſire, with great 
ſubmifiion, the jury having ſaid 


Guilty enly of publiſhing, that it 


may be fo recorded. 


True. But can I 


Mr. Juſtice Buller. Whether you 
ſay guilty only of publiſhing, or 
guilty of publiſhing oy, that a- 
mounts to the ſame thing. You may 
ſav this, „ Guilty of publiſhing ; 
but whether it is a libel or not, you 
don't know,“ if that is your inten- 
tion. 6 | 

One of the jury. That is our in- 
tention, _ | 

Mr. Juſtice Buller. Do you give 
your verdict in this way, © Guilty 
of publiſhing; but whether it is a 
libel or not, the jury don't know ?”? 

One of the jury. We don't find 


it a libel, my lord; we do not decide 
upon it. 


Mr. Erſkine, They find it no 
libel. 5 e 
Mr. Juſtice Buller, See what is 
attempted to be done. 

Mr. Erſkine. There is no impro- 
per attempt upon my part. I afk 
this of your lordſhip, and deſire an 


anſwer, as a judge, whether or no, 


if, when I come to move in arreſt of 
judgment, and the court ſhould enter 
up jadgment, ſaying, that it is a 
libel, whether J can atterwards ſay, 
in mitigation of puniſhment, that 


the defendant did not publiſh it fe- 


ditiouſly, when he is found gwity of 
publiſhing it in manner and form 


as ſtated? Therefore the jury are 


made to find a man guilty of ſedi- 


tion, when in the ſame moment they 


ſay they did not mean ſo to do. 
Gentlemen, do you find the dean 
guilty of fedition ? | | 
One of the jury, We neither 
find the one nor the other. 8 
Mr. Price (Aſſociate.) Do you 
ſay „Guilty of publiſhing; bat 
whether a libel or not, you do not 

find ??? 
Mr. Juſtice Buller. 
meaning ? | 
One of the jury. It is our meaning. 
Me. 


Is that your 
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Mr. Bearcroft. All you mean is 
to leave the law where it is ? 
One of the jury. That is all our 
meaning. 7 

Mr. ſuſtice Buller. The inten- 
tion of the jury was from the firſt 
as clear as it could be, only they 
wanted to confound it. | 

The aſſociate recorded the derdict, 
* GUILTY OF PUBLISHING; BUT 

WHETHER A LIBEL OR NOT, 

THE JURY DO NOT FIND.” 


— 


Letters betwixt the Right Honourable 
William Pitt and Lord George 
Garden. : | 

Copy of a Letter from the Right 
Honourable Lord George Gor- 

don, Preſident of the Proteſtant 


Aſſociation, to the Right Ho- 
nourable Mr. Pitt, Firſt Lord of 


the Treaſury. 


e Sits | 
e CEVERAL hundred ſeamen have 
addrefled me to-day ; many of 
them, lately arrived from India, came 
in coaches. Acting heutenants, 
mates, and midſhipmen of the royal 


navy, are among them. The fol- 


lowing is the copy of the gene- 

rality of their addreſſes: 

« To the Right Honourable Lord 
George Gordon, Preſident of th 
Proteſtant Aſſociation. 

« May it pleaſe your lordſhip, 

cc We, the ſeamen, whoſe names 
are under mentioned, are able, wil- 
ling, and ready, to ſerve the United 

Proteſtant States of Holland againſt 

the King of the Romans, and all 

their popiſh enemies. And your 
petitioners will ever pray for lord 

George Gordon. £ 

Signed by Edward Robinſon, 

and thirty-four other ſeamen, 

at the Kettle-drum, Radcliffe 

Highway, Nov. 17, 1784.“ 
- 


i 


© Several officers of diſtinction 
in the land ſervice have alſo ap. 
plied to me, and offered their ſer. 
vices to the States General, parti- 
cularly a field-officer of the Con- 
necticut line, in the province of 
Maſſachuſet's, and an officer who 
has lately left the Iriſh brigade of 
France, who wiſhed to enter into 
a ſervice more agreeable, and con- 
genial to his ſentiments and prin- 
ciples. Many of the guards have 
requeſted to go volunteers. Some 
Athol Highlanders are on their way 
to town, who, I make no doubt, 
will engage in the good Proteſtant 
cauſe of their high mightineſſes. 
I acquaint you, as prime miniſter, 


with thele matters, that you may 


convince baron Van Lynden of the 
general good diſpoſition of the peo- 
ple of theſe kingdoms to comply 
with his excellency's requeſt, and to 
renew again their old friendſhip with 
Holland upon the righteous and ſo- 
lid foundation of the Proteſtant in- 
tereſt. | 33 
J am, Sir, with all due reſpect, 
£ Your humble ſervant, 
G. Go box.“ 


Copy of a Letter from the Right 


Honourable Mr. Pitt, Firſt Lord 
of the Treaſury, to the Right Ho- 
nourable Lord George Gordon. 


Downing-ſtreet, Nov. 19, 1784, 
2806 m. paſt One P. M. 


e My lord, c 

« ] have hitherto returned no 
anſwer to the letters I received from 
your lordſhip on the 17th and 18th 
inſtant, becauſe I did not think it my 
duty to enter into a correſpondence 
with your lordſhip on the ſubject. 
But having been informed that ma- 
ny ſeamen have been induced to quit 


their occupation, in the ee 
3 
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of being employed to ſerve againſt 
the emperor, I think it proper to 
remind you, that whatever ſteps you 


have taken, have been without the 


ſmalleft degree of authority or coun- 
tenance from his majeſty's miniſters, 
and that it is for your lordſhip to 
conſider what conſequences may be 
expected from them, 
] am, my lord, 
« Your lordſhip's obedient 
„Humble ſervant, | 
0 WW ITT-- 
Right Hon. Lord G. Gordon. 


Lord George Gordon's Anſwer to 


Mr. Pitt. 


„ 

« I received your letter of to- 
day juſt now. It was very rude in 
you not to anſwer my two letters 
ſooner. I am glad to hear you ſay, 
that many ſeamen have been in- 


duced to quit their occupation, in 


expectation of being employed to 
ſerve againit the emperor.. This 
ſhews the ſeamen's hearts are warm 
towards the States of Holland, and 
that they wiſh to lend a hand to 
aſiſt them againſt their enemies. 
As ſoon as you, and the reſt of his 
majeſty's miniſters, are pleaſed to 
authorize and countenance theſe 
honeſt endeavours of the ſeamen to 
ſupport thoſe Proteſtant ſtates, I 
will make propoſals to the Dutch 
ambaſſador, and to the States of 
Holland, to take them into imme- 
date pay, The conſequences may 
fall on the heads of the king's ſer- 
vants, if they adviſe their ſovereign 
to take a part againſt the Proteſtant 
intereſt. | | 
J am, Sir, 9 
« Your humble ſervant, 
| 8 « G. GorRDON,?” 
Velbeck-ftreet, Nov. 19, 1784 


ſideration of the whole matter, are 


duke of Richmond, Lennox, ans. 


"ſaid duke of Richmond, &c. maſter- 


tending to depreciate the conduct of 


Sentence of the Court Martial ajz- 
pointed to try Colonel Debbieg, for 
 euriting ſeveral difreſpetful and 
injurious Letters to the Duke of 
Richmond, as Mafter General of the 
Ordnance. | | 


HE court-martial for the 
trial of colonel Debbieg be- 

ing on Monday laſt re- aſſembled at 
the Horſe-Guards, by his majeſty's 
command, the following ſentence 
was read by the judge advocate, 
who declared that his majeſty had. 
approved thereof, and had directed 
that it be carried into execution. 
The court- martial, upon due con- 


of opinion, that colonel Hugh Deb- 

bieg is guilty of each article of che 

charge exhibited againſt him, viz. 
Of writing to his grace Charles 


Aubigny, maſter-general of his ma- 
jeſty's ordnance, his commanding. 
officer, ſeveral unbecoming lerters 
ſince the month of June laſt, con- 
taining indecent and diſreſpe&ful 
expreſſions towards him, and ground- 
leſs and injurious imputations of par- 
tiality and oppreflion in the diſcharge 
of his duty as maſter- general of the 
ordnance, to the prejudice of good 
order and military diſcipline ;?? 
And of « writing diſreſpectfully, 
in the month of Augult laſt, of the 


general of his majeſty's ordnance, 
his commanding officer, to major- 
general James | Ha ho the chief 
engineer, and in terms obvioully 


him the ſaid maſter-general-in the 
opinion of the ſaid chief engineer, 
and of the corps of engineers, to the 
prejudice of good order and military 
diſcipline.“ | | 
In conſideration of the high cha- 
Ui racter 


__ 
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racter of the ſaid colonel Debbieg, 
as an officer, and his meritorious 
ſervices, which conſideration alone 
could have induced them to give ſo 
lenient a ſentence for crimes which 
they muſt conceive to be highly de- 
trimental, and tending to produce 
the worſt conſequences to the fer- 
vice, they adjudge, That he, the ſaid 
colonel Hugh Debbieg, be repri- 
manded in open court—and that he 
do alſo make his ſubmiſſion to the 
duke of Richmond, &c. maſter-ge- 
neral of his majeſty's ordnance, in 
the following terms: * 
% My lord duke, | 

« In compliance with the judg- 
ment of this court-martial, I do de- 
elare my great concern, that I ſhould 
have made uſe of expreſſions in my 
eorreſpondence with your grace, my 


ſuperior officer, which in the opinion 


of the court tended to the preju- 
dice of good order and military diſ- 
cipline.“ 1 
The preſident, lord Howard, then 
addreſſed col. Debbieg as follows : 
s Colonel Debbieg, 


« In addreſſing myſelf to an offi- 


cer of ſo long ſtanding, and fo diſ- 
tinguiſhed as you have been for 
your meritorious ſervices, it cannot 
fail to give me the ſincereſt concern 
to have it fall ro my lot to convey 
to you a reprimand from the court- 
martial before whom you have been 
brought. | 
« It is, Sir, by his majeſty's com- 
mands that I do fo. Wherein, hav- 
ing conſulted the court, I am to ſay 


to you, that they would have to 


_ dread the ill effects of ſuch an un- 
becoming ſpirit as that which has ſo 
conſpicuouily ſhewn itſelf in your 
late correſpondence, which they have 
had under their confideration, if 
they did not perſuade themſelves, 
in regard to the dangerous tendency 


| 


* 


of ſuch behaviour to his majeſty" 
ſervice, that you will upon cool re. 
flection think as they do, and here. 
after regulate your conduct accord. 
ingly. . 

The other part, Sir, of the 


Judgment of this court, your ſub. 
miſſion to the duke of Richmond, 
maſter-general of the ordnance, haz 


been already read to you by the 
judge advocate; and which no doubt 
you will immediately, and agreeablg 
to that becoming deference due to 
their directions, proceed to comply 
with.“ 8 

Colonel Pebbieg then read the 
ſubmiſſton to the duke of Richmond, 
as the court had directed; aſter 
which the duke of Richmond addref- 
ſed himſelf to the court as follows: 

The judgment of the court in 
pronouncing every article of my 
charges well founded, and the im- 


putations againſt me groundleſs, to- 


gether with the obſervations which 
the court has made on the conduct 
J complained of, have I truſt fully 


juſtified the neceſlity I was under of 


appealing to this tribunal. 

« I flatter myſelf that in carrying 
on this proſecution, I have not ſhewn 
a vindictive ſpirit; J hope it is not 
in my nature. The apology di- 
reRed by the court, I readily accept 
from col. Debbieg. I truſt his fu- 
ture conduct will be regulated by 
the ſentiments which the court haz 
expreſſed on what is paſt, and I pro: 
miſe col. Debbieg that he ſhall never 
trace in my behaviour any ungene- 
7045 recolleRion of this tranſaction. 

The judge advocate then inform-, 


ed colonel Debbieg, that the ſen. 


tence of the court having been com- 
plied with, he was releaſed from his 
arreſt, and then declared that the 
court-martial was diſſalved. 


| The 
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Ne Tudement paſſed on Chriſtopher 
2 275 3 in tbe Court of 
King's Bench. 


HE court of King's Bench 
T was exceedingly crouded with 
auditors, anx10us to hear the fate of 
Mr. Atkinſon. At ten Mr. Atkin- 
ſon was conducted into court by the 
deputy-keeper and tipſtaffs. In a 

guarter of an hour lord Mansfield, 
Mr. juſtice Aſhurſt, and Mr. juſ- 
tice Buller, took their ſeats upon 
the bench (judge Willes being ab- 
ſent on account of the death of his 
brother.) After a few juſtifications 
of bail, lord Mansfield called for 
Mr. attorney-general, who imme- 
diately attended, and Mr. juſtice 
Aſhurſt, with great deliberation 
and ſolemnity, proceeded to pro- 
nounce the ſentence of the court. 

The learned judge firſt obſerved, 
that the defendant ſtood convicted 
of perjury, to the ſatis faction of the 
court and jury, and ſtated that it 
aroſe from an affidavit made by him 
to ground a motion for an informa- 
tion againſt William Bennet. He 
then read the words in which the 
4 afidavit was couched. The indict- 
ment contained nine different aſ. 
lipnments, of which he was con- 
ited of fix, viz. zd, 3d, 4th, 5th, 
6th, and gth. He then explained 
the Grim) charges or aſſignments 
in the order they aroſe, and took 
notice that Mr. Atkinſon's counſel 
had particularly objected to the con- 
vition on the 4th, which reſpected 
malt, and the 7th, an article of 
wheat, purchaſed at 348. 6d. and 
charged at 363. But “admitting 
that theſe aſſignments or counts 
Vere done away, till there were 

ur remaining, and the malignity 
of the offence, whether to cover 
dee fraud* or many, equally tended 


; a 
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to ſhew the depravity of the defen - 
dant's mind.” | 

The counſel had ſet up two modes 
of defence; firſt, they had created 


a a diſtintion between ſupplies and 


purchaſes; and in this inſtance the 
defendant had rendered himſelf not 
* only the corn- factor, but the corn- 
ſeller. * The commiſſioners muſt 
have been the moſt unfaithful or 
the moſt ignorant of public ſervants, 
if they had ſuffered ſuch a practice 
to prevail.” The jury were there- 
fore well warranted in finding their 
verdict upon the aſſignments that 
were attempted to be defended upon 
that ground. 
The ſecond mode of defence was, 
that all the over- charges were qua- 
lified by a balancing bill, « This 
idea,“ ſaid the learned judge, « is 
contrary to the bills themſelves,“ 
which were continually varied in 
their prices. Beſides which, the 
affidavit on which the conviction 
was founded poſitively avers that 
no more was charged on the ſeveral 
articles, than the price aQually paid, 
which was utterly repugnant to the 
charge of an article of the 28th of 
May, 1779. 'Taeſe balancing bills 
were made out merely at tie de- 
fendant's diſcretion, altogether un- 
authorized by the board, and were, 
ſubject to no cheque or controul. 
When the conrt defired that the 
books might be inſpected, it was 
anſwered, they were deſtroyed. How 
the defendant had exerciſed his diſ- 
cretion, was plain to the commil- 
ſioners and jury, the former having 
diſcharged him from his employ- 
ment, and the latter having found 
him guilty of the crime laid to his 
charge. There was no plea of de- 
fence that the money was paid on 
account, becauſe the charges were 
regularly adjuſted, and the ſpecific 
ſums to each article. 
F The 
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The learned judge then conclud- 


ed in the following words, © I ſhall 
not endeavour- to aggravate your 
crime; for if you have any feelings, 
your ſituation muſt be ſufficiently 


painful: and there remains nothing 


more for me to ſay, but the diſa- 
greeable neceſſity of pronouncing 
the ſentence of the law. | 

« You are to be committed one 
whole year to the priſon of this 
court. You are to ſtand in the 


the ſpace of one whole hour, be- 
tween twelve and two o'clock ; and 
you are to pay a fine of two thoy- 
ſand pounds, and remain in priſon 
until the ſame is paid.“ ih 
Mr. Atkinſon ſeemed exceeding. 
ly affected with this ſentence, and 
for a few moments looked ſtedfaſtly 
upon the court, as if going to ſpeak. 
He then made a reſpectful bow to 
the judges, and retired with preat 


_ fortitude, 
pillory upon the Corn- market for 
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A GENERAL LIST 
OF THE 
DISEASES and CASUALTIES, 
From 1783, to DrcEnBER 14, 1784: 


; CASUALTIES. 
| 


DISEASES. . | Diabetes Miſcarriage 3 
Bortive andstill- Dropſy $30] Mortification 136 BIT by a mad dog 2 
born 5280 Evil 13 Palſy | 66| Broken Limbs 3 
Abſceſs 1 Fever, malignant Fe- Pleuriſy 15 Bruiſed 2 
Aged 1240 ver, Scarlet Fever, Quinſy 4| Burnt — BY 
Ague 8] Spotted Fever, and Raſh Cheaked =o! 
| Apoplexy and Sud-] Purples 1973|Rheumatiſm 8 Drowned 97 
den 207 Fiſtula 44 Rickets Exceſſive Drinking 8 
Aſthma and Phthi- Flux 9KRiſing of the Lights Executed Ii 
fic 377 | French Pox | 32|Scald Head Found Dead 5 
Bed-ridden 12 | Gout 63|Scurvy 4 Frighted 5 
Bleeding 4 Gravel, Strangury, andi Small Pox 1750 Killed by Falls and 
Bloody Flux 1 Stone 3] Sore Throat 6| ſeveral other Ac. 
\ Burſten and Rup-| Grief 3] Sores and Ulcers 13} cidents - 39 
ture 17 Head-Ach [St. Anthony's Fire Killed themſelves 23 
Cancer 43 | Headmouldſhot, Hor-jStoppage in the Sto-| Murdered 4 
Canker 2 ſhoehead, and Wa-] mach 10 Overlaid 
Chicken Pox 3 J ter in the Head 15 Surfeit I [Poiſoned 2 
_ Childbed 133 23 62 Swelling Is calded 5 
Cholic, Gripes, twiſt- | Impoſthume _ 40 Teeth 369| Smothered 
ing of the Guts 8 Inflammation 198 Thruſh 65|Starved x 
Cold 3 | Leproſy Tympany I | Suffocated 3 
Conſumption 4540| Lethargy vomiting and Looſe- | $1 
Convulſions 4219 | Livergrown 4| neſs 2 
Cough and Hooping-| Lunatick 46 Worms 11 
Cough 4567 | Meaſles 29 | 


8 Miles. e Males 9229 Decreaſed in the Builals 
Chriſtened J Females $401 Buried 7 Females 8 599 this Vear, 1201. 


Total Males and Females Chriſtened 177179. — Total Males and Females Buried 17,828. 
Died under Two Years 5729 | —Thirty and Forty 1599|—Eighty and Ninety . "395 


Between Two and Five 1711 | —PForty and Fifty 1731|—Ninety and a Hundred 48 
—Five and Ten 5 650 —Fifty and Sixty 1553] A Hundred 2 


—Ten and Twenty 6369 —Sixty and Seventy 1359 A Hundred and One 1 
n and Thirty 1417 — Seventy and Eighty 917 A Hundred and Three 1 


10; 3 
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The following authentic Extracts from the Corn-Regiſter are taken from 
Accounts collected from the Cuſtom-Houſe Books, and delivered to 
Mr. John James Catherwood, by Authority of Parliament. 


An Account of the Duamities of all Corn and Grain exported from, and 
imported into England and Scotland, with the Bounties and Draxwwbackt 


paid, and the Duties received thereon, 


January 1785. 


E XP Ok T R . 


ENGLAND. 
Wheat 5 
Wheat Flour = 
Rye e - 
Barley . 
8 
Oats +» - 
Oatmeal «+ WF: 
Beans 
Neaſe 


Wheat Flour - 


Bear 

_ 
Barley _ <= 
Oats — - 
Oatmeal — 


Peaſe and Beans 


1 
OE © i 7 

"ENGLAND. 
Wheat 
Wheat Flour - 
Rye. - - 
Barley - - 
8 
Oatmeal = 
Beans 2 — 
Peaſe — — 
Indian Wheat 


+44 48-7 £28 


„ 2 SR, OR HR Oe. 


„ r 
_— 6 


Eqs: 4 4-4 


Britiſh. 


Qrarters, - 


35-440 
5,821 


18,676 


45415 
8,527 
2,752 
73309 
2,747 


Foreign, 
Quarters. 
6,955 
28,139 
| | 800 
2,747 


1,087 | ' 


613 [| 
118 


from one Year ended the 5th if 


Bounties and 
Drawbacks paid. 
a, 


= 


22,009 18 31 Bo. 
255 3 5D: 


95 6 3 Ba. 


PQ-R-T-ED. 


Quarters, 
169,8 10 
4783 
23,722 
43,729 
1752765 
| 648 


28,047 
2,915 
45 


{l 
| 


| Duties 


received. 


fe 3. 


3 
7,406 15 5 


8 0 0 * 


N 
0 


id 
be 
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17 A Duties 


SCO ft 5 ND. Quarters. received; 
Wheat = = J 42,109 * 
Wheat Flour - -— 245 
WW 
Oats = = -| 78,902 - 2,522 16 2 
Oatmeal - = 11,623 TOM 
Peaſe and Beans « [ 14,854 
RyS + = _- ©: =4 ..- 2OIF JI 


The following is an account of the average prices of corn in England and 
Wales, by the Wincheſter buſhel, for the year 1784. 


Wheat. Rye. {| Barley. Oats. Beans. 
| 5. A. | Ss a. | J. | d. | 5. ou a. | J. d. | 
"= 5] 4 — 4 54 2 31 14 — | 


N. B. The prices of the fineſt and eoarſeſt ſorts of grain generally exceed 
and reduce the average price as follows, viz. 


| Wheat. Rye. Barley, Oats, Beans. 
Per buſhel, 6d. 3d. 34. * 6d. 


FFC PRICES 


WP 
| 2 2 — 398 188 fir jaJ 
ſe | =: [= [255] els FS ET EL Ha SHE | fs ers g ese © 

| . | 5 8 = . 221 2/1 — 295 258 for quo οNᷓ 00 
— a; , il = His Hes ew |. — | 
W — | +5 | — — | 1 Z 3 1104 | 25S Is rr N 220Q02y 2 
er I — | 5 | — 768 VE 235 By © ory Pe 
„ [|= [15 5 Ve = | gail toil tor | bbs [as ory = 
El —| 2c, | $55 251 278 188 1 38210 — 11 17117 c 125 1 = 12quua1dog 
, decl bac 9 \x4z1] — | £71] FLI| T4 | 395 | 745 [34mm 
* 15% fe % 3% 7 „ — fe bar % , | US % vndux 
& | ! 154 192 05 2989 7 122 — 21 141 17148188911 
WG SL 49 xo! 15 1 G11 ELIE 121 In 984 1589 488 | 911 — Ain l 
= 2 £54 | 380 For | RE 2 1221 — 1 141 21468299 f 
„ Sh Bong 121 Z/1] #þ4 | #25 | 21S | $11 F C | 
; „ 8 T c 6 — —— «CI EL1 8 4 1 l 
— 1 — — gl] 83 19 8 5 Er | #4S ir ker 
| 9 — 1 -|—-]z 1450 £99] . 10 — I hat 7h TY 785 "gs 19111 * 
. | | | | 2 — 4 241 E I = 
2 F 1111 g5] 4 7221 — 121 172 Tos 135 gs 1911 7 dy 
[a4 2 — — Fa 39 — 6 12 TOM | Pa 271 487 265 4150 1911 I} , 
55 61 © — 72 | 0211 — 7 1 7 1 | | 
2 1 hard e . 123 165 4 762 — 21181094 | Zog * . a — une 
2 g — I 85 2450 of 121[ — | ?z1| 241] £54 | 29% 499. 1-9? 
1 £5] Se fee — 2140 455 282 0 — Hen 
as) : 1285 90 95] FLS| ob |Zzz1| — | #z1 291 174448 8 291 ng, ph 
EP. | £89 | 21 | —| —| 27 021 — | —| = - H — 5 
FA — | 8 7 9 I . 245 28981111 
2 FR — | LS | ZL1] —| — et Jx$114 = | 19 CE: 5 3 
g (— — — — "HEY eee boo 3 61118 | uy [10zuoy | 103uon ['Inpey [2503S , 
< —.— hg 852 Pr bis | 20. — pom og! one uo [29 2d f 2d Eli 2d x] veg 
*1171 1 4 N 
: — . opy (uw Jo aſanory adi Furmmp ce 49018 4999 g, 59214 Yano fs i Lb * * 
. neff 1991 07 21/0dgo uren and 240 g¹, 20 914 
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SUPPLIES granted by Parliament, for 
the Year of hora = 


NAVY. 


June 1, 1784. 
HAT 26,000 men be employed for the ſea 
ſervice for the year 1784, including 4,495 
marines. 
2. That a ſum, not exceeding 41. per man per montb, 7 
be allowed for maintaining the ſaid 26,000 men, for . 6. d. 
thirteen months, including ordnance for ſea ſervice — 1,352,900 © © 


JunE 21. 1784. 
1. For the ordinary of the navy, including half. | 
pay to ſea and marine officers, for the year 1784 — 701, 869 0 6 
2, Towards building, rebuilding, and repairs of 
ſhips of war in his majeſty*s yards, and other extra 
works, over and above what are propoſed tg be done 
upon the heads of wear and tear in ordinary, for the 
year 1784 —.— 1,100,000 © © 


„** 


3,163,869 0 6 


— 


ORDNANCE. 
June 14, 1784. | 
1. For defraying the expence of ſervices verformed by 
the office of ordnance for land ſervice, and not provided 


for by parliament in the year 17 83 — _ 181,141 6 4 
2. For the charge of the office of ordnance for the 
land ſervice, for the year 1784 — 7 0 429,0 bn * 


$10,149 8 11 


— 


ARMY, 
Jung 15, 1784. 
1. That a number of land forces, including 2,300 
invalids, nn to 17,483 effecliyxe men, com- 


— — 
. . — - , — . whe; mx ” 2 — gue 45>» 
- « 8 % 5. 
r — 23 * — * * — = DP cn - 
p OI 
* 
v * ; 


— 


—— — 


men, for guards, garriſons, and other his majeſty's land 


i his majeſty's land forces, for the year 1784 — 
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miſſion and non- commiſſioned officers included, be em- 
ployed for the year 1784. | 
2. For defraying the charge of 17,483 effective 


forces in Great Britain, Guernſey, Jerſey, cc. — 
3. For maintaining his majeſty's forces and garri- 


fons in the plantations, and thoſe in garriſon at Gi- 


— —— 


braltar | | 
4. For the pay neceſſary to be advanced to one re- 
ment of light dragoons, and five battalions of foot, 
or ſervice in Eaſt India, for the year 1784 — 
F. For the pay of the general and general ſtaff- 


5 officers in Great Britain, for the year 1784 — 


6. For defraying the charge of two Hanoverian bat- 


| 


1784-5. 


" SET 


636, 190 9 


284,213 2 


8.252 7 
6,080 6 


talions of foot in Great Britain, for 183 days, from the 


25th day of June 1783, to the 24th day of December 


7. For the amount of exchequer fees, to be paid by 
the pay maſter-general, and on account for poundage 
to be returned to the infantry of his majeſty's forces, 


for the year 1784 — | — 

8. For defray ing the charge of the in and out- pen- 
fioners of Chelſea-hoſpital, and of the expences of the 
Jaid hoſpital, for the year 1784 — "7 


Joxs 28, 1784. 


1. Towards defraying the extraordinary expences 
of his majeſty's land forees, and other ſervices, in- 
curred from the 1 day of February 1783, to the 24th 
of December following, both days inclufive, and not 
provided for by parliament — — 


22. Upon account of the reduced officers of his ma- 
jeſty's land forces and marines, for the year 1784 — 


3. For defraying the charge of allowances to the 


9,371 1 


67.551 14 


173,901 15 | 


2,360,992 © 
75,116 18 


ſeveral officers and private gentlemen of the two 


troops of horſe-guards reduced, and to the ſuperannu- 
ared gentlemen of the four troops of horſe- guards, for 


the year 1784 — — — 


4. Upon further account of the reduced officers of 


Upon account of the commiſſioned officers of his 
majeſty's Britiſh American forces, for the year 1784 
6. Upon account of ſeveral officers late in the ſer- 
vice of the States General, for the year 1784. 

7. For defraying the charge of penſions to be paid 
to the widows of commiſſioned officers, and expences 


attending the ſame, for the year 1784 — — 


7 


563 12 10 


130,300 o 


54,053 10 
3,544 14 


17,000 4 


7 


0 


0 


For 
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8. For defraying the _ of penſions to be paid 


to the widows of commiſſioned officers of his majeſty's TP 

Britiſh American forces, for the year 1784 — 686 O 0 
9. For defraying the charge of two regiments of 

foot, ſent from Ireland to Gibraltar during the year | 

1793 LE INH — — 4,40 1. 0 
10. For 222 the charge of additionals to three 

regiments of foot, for the year 1783 — — 10,324 17 4 


11. For defraying the charge of ſeveral corps to 
the reſpective times of their being diſbanded, during | 
the year 1783 — — — 29,821 15 6 
12. For defraying the charge of five battalions of 
his majeſty's Hanoverian infantry in the pay of Great 
Britain, from the zyth of December 1783, to the 
24th of June 1784, both days incluſive, being 183 | 
F — 23419 0 105 
13. For defraying the charge of general and ſtaff- | I 
officers of the hoſpital ſerving with the forces in 
North America and the Weſt Indies, for the year 


„ Jux 29, 1784. Es 
1. Towards defraying the charge of ſubſidies due to 
the landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, the hereditary prince 
of Heſſe Caſſel, the reigning prince of Waldeck, the 
margrave. of Brandenbourg Anſpach, the reigning 
prince of Anhalt Zerbſt, and the reigning duke of Es 
Brunſwick, purſuant to treaties for the year 1784 — 120,369 11 7 
2. Towards er the charge of 6, 463 men, : 
being a detachment of the troops of the landgrave of 
Heſſe Caſſel, including ſtaft-officers in the pay of Great 
Britain, from the 28th of May, 1784, to the 24th of : | 
December following, both days incluſive — 60,035 8 42 
3: To make good a deficiency on the ſubſidy due to . 
the reigning duke of Brunſwick, for the year 1783 — 2,366 13 © 


| AvcusrT 7, 1784. 
For defraying the charge of three regiments of 
foot, from the 25th of June 1784, to the 24th of 
December following, both days incluſive, being 183 | | 
days 1 — | — — 15,626 4 11 


— 


4080, 220 13 9 


— — _ 
- * ts ant "= 2 


MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 


1. Junn 3,178 — 
1. For diſcharging exchequer bills, made out by 
virtue of an act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, 


Wiitled, © An adt for raiſing a certain ſum of money 


* 
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4 by loans or exchequer bills, for the ſervice of the 


year 1783,” and charged upon the firſt aid to be 
 Eanted in this ſeſſion of parliament — 
2. For paying off and diſcharging the exchequer 
dills, made out by virtue of an act paſſed in the laſt 
ſeſſion of parliament, entitled, An Act for raiſing a 
& further ſum of money by loans or exchequer bills, 
« for the ſervice of the year 1783,” and charged 
upon the firſt aids to be one. in this ſeſſion of Par- 
liament — — 


Jun 14, 1784. 
1. To be advanced to the governor and company of 


merchants of England trading into the Levant ſeas, to 


be applied in 2 the ſaid 3 in e on 
their trade 

2. Towards eratitiag the iraſlees of che! Britiſh Mu- 
ſeum to carry on the execution of the truſts repoſed i in 
them by PRI — — — 

Jun: 155 1784. 

Upon account of the expences of the new roads of 
communication, and building bridges in the Highlands 
of N Britain, 1 in the year 1784 — — 


| Jury 20, 1784. 

To make compenſation to the rev. Thomas Weekes 
Palby, the repreſentative of Charles Weekes, de- 
ceaſed, for the loſs iuſtained by the detainer of the 
ſhip Hope, belonging to the ſaid Charles Weekes, on 


account of his majeſty's victualling office, in the years 


1743 and 1744 — — — 


— 


Jour: LY 26, 1784. 


To e the debt contracted on his majeſty? 'Y 


civil lit, and to defray the further expences thereof 


AvcusrT 5, 1784. 


For 8 the charges of the following civil 


eſtabliſnments, and other incidental aden attend- 
ing the ſame in America. | 
1. His majeſty's colony of Nova Scotia | 
2. His majefty's iſland of St. John's — 
3- His majeſty's province of Eait Florida 
4. His majeſty*s province of New Brunſwick 
5. His majeſty's iſland of Cape Breton 
6. For the relief and benefit of ſundry American 
eivil officers and others, who have ſuffered on account 
of their attachment to his majeſty's government — 
7. To diſcharge bills drawn on the commiſſioners of 


* 


i 


L. 


5. 


1,169,400 0. 


1.000 o 


3,000 © 


4-530 7 


1,891 13 


—2 

\O 

2 

O 
00 


Q Re 


060000 


WW SE YO gd 
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the treaſury by John Parr, eſq; governor of Nova 
Scotia, and other ſervices — 


8. Towards carring on the buildings at Somerſet- 
| houſe, for the year 1784 


Red 


9. To be paid to Joſeph White, eſq; for the ex- 
pences attending the bill for inflicting pains and pe- 
nalties on fir Thomas Rumbold, baronet, in the lat 
ſeſſion of parliament — — wow 

10. To George White, eſq; clerk to the commit- 
tees appointed to enquire into the cauſes of the war in 
the Carnatic, in the years 1781 and 1782 — 

11. To William Evatt, clerk to the ſelect commit- 


tees appointed to take into conſideration the ſtate of 
te adminiſtration of juſtice in the provinces of Ben- 


gal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, in the four laſt ſeſſions of par- 
hament — — 1 — 

12. To Mr. White, junior, clerk to the ſelect com- 
mittees, to whom © The reports of the court of di- 
« retors of the united company of the merchants 
trading to the Eaſt Indies“ were referred, during 
the laſt and this preſent ſeſſion of parliament — 
13. To Mr. Arthur Benſon, clerk to the commit- 
tee appointed in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, to en- 


quire into the illicit practices uſes in defrauding the 


revenue of this kingdom — 
8 AUGUST 7, 1784. 
1. To make compenſation to the commiſſioners ap- 
pointed to examine, take, and ſtate, the public accounts 
of the kingdom, for their diligence, &c. 


2. To make good the like ſum which has 2en paid - 


to the ſecretaries of the commiſſioners appointed to ex- 
amine the public accounts, &c. and to the commiſ- 
fioners appointed to enquire into the loſſes of the 


American loyaliſts, and which has not been made good 


by parliament 


3. To make good the ſum which has been iſſued by 
his majeſty's orders, in purſuance of the addreſſes of 
_ this * 3 — | . 
4. For repairing, maintaining, and ſupporting, the 
Britiſh forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa 


8. To replace the ſum iſſued by his majeſty's order 
to Duncan Campbell, eſq. for the expence of confin- 
ng, maintaining, and employing convicts on the 


River Thames | 3 


6. Ta perfect the purchaſe of che ſoil of the Ba- 
bama iſlands, and to ſupport the civil eſtabliſhment of 


« the duty fund, to the public officers — 


5. 
12,816 15 


the ſaid iſlands, in addition to the ſalaries now paid out 1 


d. 
9 


25,000 © 0 


C. 


S 

O 
to 
\" 
— 
WS 
WO 


2,000 OO 


36.841 16 


13,000 © © 


12,212 11 6 


7,850 0 0 
7. For 
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. For the ſalary propoſed to be allowed to the 
| chief; juſtice of the Bermuda or Somers iſlands, from „ 
| the 2th Jn 1784, to the $45 Of Jung 1785 Ws, 


— . 


— 


DEFICIENCIES. 


Jux 15, 1784. 

1. To make good the deficiency of the grants for 

the ſervice of the year 1758, to replace to the finking 

fund the like ſum paid out of the fame — — 23.556 2 
2. To make good the deficiency of the grants for 

the ſervice of the year 1778, to replace to the NT 

fund the like ſum paid out of the ſame == 168,090 2 9g 
3. To make good the deficiency of the grants for 

the ſervice of the year 1779, to replace to the — 

fund the like ſum paid out of the ſame — 73,339 19 8 
4. To make good the deficiency of the grants for | | 

the ſervice of the year 1780, to replace to the — 

fund the like ſum paid out of the ſame — 207,909 10 3 
5. To make good the deficiency of the grants for | 

the ſervice of the year 1782, to replace to the wing 

fund the like ſum paid out of the fame — 435,888 19 2 
6. To make good the deficiency of the grants for 

the ſervice of the year 1783, to replace to the ſinking | 

fund the like ſum paid out of the ſame — — "24,043 5 o 
7. To make good the deficiency of the grants for the 

ſervice of the year 1783 — — 36,814 15 52 


_ * 


To make good deficiencies 1 in the male tax and 


land tax  —_ _ — — 70, 166 0 0 


— 


 1,676;708 we 0 


— 


| Tort! of ener BY pep | 9 9 47 


V n * S 1 


Ways and Means for raiſing the Supplies granted fo Bi Aa for the 
Year 1 4. ED 


Noviuper 24, 1793. 
That the duties upon malt, mum, cyder, and erty» 


be further continued for one year — ' 750,000 0 © 


DE8cCEMBER 10, 1783. 
That the fum of four. ſhillings in the noe 
raiſed, within the ſpace of one year, upon lands, 
ee, hereditaments, N ole, and cy 


2,467,226 11 21 


+ 0 


ſonal 


— 


ſonal eſtates, in that part of Great Britain called 
England, Wales, and the town of Berwick upon 
Tweed, and that a proportionable ceſs be laid upon 
that part of Great Britain called Scotland — 


Jury 1, 1784. 
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Fo * 
2,000,000 o © 


1. That the ſum of 6, ooo, ooo l. be raiſed by an- 


nuities, and the further ſum of 360, ooo l. by a lottery, 
in manner following: -x | | 

That every contributor ſhall, for every hundred 
pounds contributed, be entitled to the principal ſum 
of 1001. in annuities, after the rate of 3 l. per cent. 
to 50 l. after the rate of 41. per cent. and to an an- 
nuity of five ſhillings and ſix-pence for the term of 
ſeventy-five years and fix months. | 

That every contributor ſhall, for every 10001. be 
entitled to fax tickets in a lottery, to conſiſt of 36,000 
tickets, upon the payment of the ſum of 101, per 


ticket. The ſaid 360,000}. to be diſtributed into 


prizes for the lottery. 2k 

That the annuities, after the rate of 31. per cent. 
be made one joint ſtock with the 31. per cent annui- 
nes conſolidated ; the annuities, after the rate of 41. 
per cent. one joint ſtock with the 41. per cent annui- 


ties conſolidated ; and the annuities of five ſhillings 


and fix-pence, one joint ſtock with annuities granted 


for the ſeveral terms of 99, 98, 80, 78, and 77 years, 
conſolidated _ — — — 
2. That out of the ſavings of the ſeveral army ſer- 
vices, be applied, towards defraying the extraordinary 
expences of his majeſty's land forces, and other ſer- 
vices incurred between the iſt of February, 1783, and 
the 24th of December following, and not provided 
for by parliament, the ſum of — — 


 AvevusrT 2, 1784. 
1. That there be raiſed by loans or exche quer bills, 
do be charged upon the firſt aids to be granted in the 
next ſeſſion of parliament, the ſum of —— 
2. That there be raiſed by loans or exchequer bills, 
to be charged upon the firſt aids to be granted in the 
next ſeſſion of parliament, the ſum of — 


_ AvevsT 7, 1784. 


1. That there be iſſued and applied, out of the 


overplus momes, and other revenues compoſing the 
tpking fund, the ſum of — — 


6,360, 0 © @ 


441,702 13 92 


1. 50, ; % © © 


1, co, ooo o o 


$00,000 o 
„ I 


4. d. 
the ſum of — — — 105,818 5 11; 
Total of ways and means — — 1295755 20 19 82 | 
Total of ſupplies — — T1008; 174 9. 43 | 
; Exceſs of ways and means | —— 969.346 10 37 
New Taxks for the Year 1784. : 
e one halfpenny per pound — — 1co, ooo o © 
Bricks, two ſhillings and ſix-pence per thouſand; | 5 
and tiles, from three to thirty ſhillings per thouſand + 50,000 o o 
Hats, from three-pence to two thillings, and li- 
cences for vending the ſame — — 150,000 © © 
Pleaſure horſes, ten ſnillings per head; running | 
| horſes, two guineas per head — — _ 100,0c0 © o 
hritiſh linens and cottons, from three farthings to 
one ſnilling per yard, and licences for bleaching and 
dying the fame — — — 120,000 © o 
Ribbands, from one penny for every twelve yards, . 
to one penny per yard; and gauzes, from tWO-pence 
10 four- pence per yard — — — 120,000 © o 
Licences for retailing beer, ale, and other exciſe- 
able liquors, and to the makers and dealers in certain 
exciſeable commodities, from ten ſtullings to fifty 
pounds | — — — — 110, 0 6 
Quali fications of ſhooters, two pounds two ſhillings 
per head; and deputations from lords of manors ten 
ſhillings per head — — — _ 10,000 © 09 
Paper, from one penny to ten ſhillings per ream, 
paſteboards, millboards, and ſcaleboards _ — 18,000 © o 
Hackney coaches, five ſhillings per week — 12,000 © © 
Silver plate, ſix-pence per ounce; and gold plate 193 
; eight ſhillings per ounce — — 235.000 0 © 
Lead exported, one guinea per ton — — - 15,000 0 o 
Poſtage of letters, one penny and wor pence: 2 100,000 o © 
Regulations of franking 20,008 O o 
Rau and thrown ſilk imported, three killings, and . 
* ſhillings per t —— — — . 
8 N 930, ooo 
Intereſt of . loan of 6,900,000. — 280,000 
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2. That there be applied, remaining in the receipt 
of the exchequer, for the — of parliament, 4. 


Exceſs of taxes — = — 
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I 784. 


His Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech 
to both Houſes of Parliament, on 
the opening of the Seſſions, Nov. 11, 


1783. 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 
tc HAVE the ſatis faction to in- 
| form you, that Definitive 
Treaties of Peace have been con- 
cluded with the courts of France 
and Spain, and with the United 
States of America. Preliminary 
Arncles have alſo been ratified with 
the States General of the United 
Provinces. I have ordered theſe ſe- 
veral treaties to be laid before you; 


and I am happy to add, that I have 


no cauſe to doubt but that all thoſe 
powers agree with me in my fincere 
inclination to keep the calamities of 
war at a great diſtance. 

* The objects which are to be 
brought under your deliberation 
will ſufficiently explain my reaſons 
for calling you together after ſo ſhort 
a receſs. Enquiries of the utmoſt 
importance have been long and di- 
lgently purſued, and the fruit of 
them will be expected. The ſitua- 
uon of the Eaſt India Company will 
require. the utmoſt exertions of your 
wildom to maintain and improve the 
valuable advantages derived from 

Vat. XXVII. 


our Indian poſſeſſions, and to pro- 
mote and ſecure the happineſs of the 
native inhabitants of thoſe provinces. 
« 'The ſeaſon of peace will call 
upon you for an attention to every 
thing which can recruit the ſtrength 
of the nation, after ſo long and ſo 
expenſive a war. | 


« The ſecurity and increaſe of 
the revenue in the manner leaſt bur- 


thenſome to my ſubjects, will be 
amongſt your firft objects. In many 
eſſential parts it has ſuffered : dan- 
gerous frauds have prevailed, and 
alarming outrages have been com- 
mitted. Exertions have not been 


wanting to repreſs this daring ſpi- 


Tit, nor pains to enquire into its true 
cauſes, In any inſtances in which 
the powers of government may not 
be equal to its utmoſt care and vi- 
gilance, 1 have no doubt that the 
wiſdom of my parliament will pro- 
vide ſuch War ae as may be found 
wanting for the accompliſhment of 


purpoſes, in which the material in- 
tereſts of this nation are ſo deeply 


concerned, 


« Gentlemen of the Houſe of 
Commons, 


« J have ordered the eſtimates of 


the expences for the year to be laid 
3 - | before 


[395 
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before you. From theſe you will 
erceive the reduction which I 
Kos made in all the eſtablihments, 
which appear to me to be brought 
as low as prudence will admit; and 
you will participate with me in the 
ſatisfaction which I feel in this ſtep 
toward, tlie relief of my ſubjects. 
At the end of a war ſome part of its 
weight muſt inevitably be borne for 
a time. I feel for the burthens of 
my people: but I rely on that for- 
titude which has hitherto ſupported 
this nation under many difficulties, 
for their bearing thoſe which the 
preſent exigencies require, and which 
are ſo nec-ilary for the full ſupport 
of the national credit. 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 
In many reſpects our ſituation 
is new. Your counſels will provide 
What is called for by that ſituation; 
and your wiſdom will give perma- 
nence to whatever has been found 
beneficial by the experience of ages. 
In your deliberations you will pre- 
ſerve that temper and moderation 
which the importance of their ob- 
jects demand, and will, I have no 
doubt, produce; and I am ure 
that you are unanimous in your de- 
fire to direct all thoſe deliberations 
to the honour of my crown, the ſafety 
of my dominions, and the proſperity 
of my people. 


—_— —_— — 
— 


T he humble Addreſs of the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, 
Now. 12, 1733. LES 


« Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
c c E, your Majeſty's moſt du- 
tiful and loyal ſubjects, 
the lords ſpiritual and temporal, in 


o 


parliament aſſembled, beg leave to 
return your Majeſty our moſt hum. 
ble thanks for your moſt gracious 
ſpeech from the throne, 
„With the mott reſpectful affec- 


tion to your royal perſon and fami. 


ly, we beg leave to offer our ſincere 
congratulations on the birth of an- 
other princeſs, and the happy reco- 
very of the Queen. Truly ſenſible 
of the bleſſings we enjoy under your 
Majeſty's moſt auſpicious govern- 
ment, we rejoice at every event that 
can add to your Majeſty's domeſtic 
happineſs. es 

« We congratulate your Ma- 
jeſty on the ſucceſs of your endea- 


vours to reſtore the public tranquil- 
tity. We return your Majeſty our 


moſt humble thanks for having or- 
dered the Definitive Treaty with 
the courts of France and Spain, and 
the United States of America, and 
the Preliminary Articles ratified with 
the States General of the United 
Provinces, to be laid before us; and 
we aſſure your Majeſty that we learn 
with the greateſt ſatis faction, that all 
thofe powers agree with your Ma- 
jeſty in your ſincere inclination, to 


keep the calamities of war at a great 


diſtance. | 

« We humbly and thankfully ac- 
knowledge your Majeſty's royal re- 
gard to the general welfare of all 
your Majeſty's dominions, in having 


called your parliament together at 


this early ſeaſon; and we beg leave 
to aſſtFe your Majeſty, that the moſt 
diligent attention ſhall be given by 
us to thoſe objects which wait our 
deliberation. —— The fituation cf 
the Eaſt India Company will require 
our immediate conſideration; and 
we beg your Majeſty to be affured, 
that we will uſe our utmoſt endea- 
vours to maintain and improve the 


valuable advantages derived from 
our 
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gür Indian poſſeſſions, and to ſecure 
the happineſs of the native inhabi- 


tants of thoſe provinces. 
« Animated by your Majeſty's 


example, and by the love of our 


country, we ſhall take the earlieſt 
advantage of the ſeaſon of peace to 
direct our counſels to every thing 
that can recruit the ſtrength of the 
ration, after ſo long and ſo expen- 
five a war; and while we expreſs 
the grateful ſenſe we entertain of 
your Majeſty's paternal care in re- 
commending the ſecurity and in- 
creaſe of the revenue in a manner 
the leaſt burthenſome to your peo- 


ple, we ſhall be happy to co-operate 
min whatever may be found expedient 


jor thoſe ſalutary purpoſes, or may 
tend to counteract thoſe frauds, and 


to repreſs that ſpirit of outrage which 


has been ſo alarmingly prevalent. 

« We humbly intreat your Ma- 
jeſty to be perſuaded that our utmoſt 
afiduity ſhall be employed in pro- 
viding what is called for by the pre- 


ſent ſituation of this country; and 


that in our labours for that purpoſe 
we ſhall not only uſe the utmoſt cau- 


tion in regard to whatever the expe- 


nence of paſt times has ſhewn to be 
beneficial, but ſhall endeavour; to 
the extent of our abilities, to make 
all ſuch benefits permanent. 

« It will be our duty to preſerve 
that temper and moderation in our 
deliberations which your Majeſty 
has been pleaſed to recommend, and 
which the importance of their ob- 
jets will demand; and we fhall be 
«qnXt0us not to neglect any opportu- 
nity of meriting the good opinion 
your Majeſty has graciouſly ex- 
preſſed of our unanimous defire to 
lecure and promote the honour of 
Jour Majeſty's crown, the ſafety of 
your dominions, and the proſperity 
of Jour people.“ ? e | 


The hunble Addreſs of the Houſe of 


[307 
After which his Majeſty wwas pleaſed 
to /ay, ONE ea 


« My Lords, 

« thank you for this dutiful and 
loyal addreſs. I receive with plea- 
ſure your congratulations on the 
birth of a princeſs, and the recovery 
of the Queen, as renewed proofs of 
your affection to my perſon and fa- 
mily. The aſſurances you give me 
of your attention to the objects re- 
coinmended for the welfare of my 
ſubjects, are highly acceptable; and 
I regard the unanimity with which 
they are offered as an earneſt of the 
ſucceſs which, I truſt, will attend 
your endeavours to eſtabliſh the ho- 
nour of my crown, and the proſpe- 
rity of my people.“ 5 


— 


Commons to the King, Nov. 13, 
1783. 


« Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
cc WE your Majeſty's moſt du- 
tiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
commons of Great Britain in par- 


liament aſſembled, beg leave to 


return your Majeſty our humbie 
thanks, for your Majeſty's moſt 
gracious ſpeech from the throne, _ 
_« Aﬀe@onately and dutifully in- 
tereſted in whatever concerns your 
Majeſty's domeſtic happineſs, we 


beg leave to offer our moſt ſincere 
congratulations on the birth of an- 


other princeſs, and to expreſs our 


unfeigned joy at the happy recovery 
of the Queen, 


« We are gratefully ſenſible of 


the paternal regard for the welfare 


of your people, which has induced 
your Majeſty to conclude the De fi- 
nitive Treaties of Peace with France 
and Spain, and the United States of 

(X] 2 America, 
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America, and to ratify Preliminary 
Articles with the States General of 
the United Provinces; and we be 
ur Majeſty to accept our mo 
Lis . for r g ordered 
thoſe ſeveral treaties to be laid be- 
ſore us. We have great ſatis faction 
in learning that your Majeſty has no 
cauſe to doubt but that all thoſe 
powers agree in ſincere inclination 
th your Majeſty to keep the cala- 
Uitie? of war at a great diſtance. 
We entertain a juft ſenſe of the 
importance of the objects which de- 


knowledge, with thanks, the anxi- 
ous ſolicitude for the public good, 
which has induced your Majeſty to 
give us, thus early, an opportunity 
_ of, taking them into confideration, 
Your faithful commons are ſenfible 
that the fruits of - thoſe enquiries 
which they have ſo long purſued are 
now juſtly expected, and that the 
ſituation of the Eaſt India Company 
claims our utmoſ exertions to pro- 
vide, in the moſt effectual manner, 
for the maintenance and improve- 
ment of the valuable advantages 
derived from our Indian poſſeſſions, 
and to promote and ſecure the hap- 
pineſs of the native inhabitants in 
thoſe provinces. 
« 'The ſeafon of peace will call 
for our attention to every thin 
which can recruit the ſtrength of the 
vation, after ſo long and ſo expen- 
five a war, A 
„We acknowledge your Ma- 
jeſty's paternal goodneſs in recom- 
mending ſuch means of increaſing 
and ſecuring the public revenue, as 
may be leaſt burthenſome to your 
ſubjects. The frauds which have 
prevailed in many of its moſt eſſen- 
tial parts, as well as the outrages 
which have been committed, are 
traly alarming; and we have the 


mand our attention; and we ac- 


fulleſt confidence that no exertions 
have been wanting to repreſs this 
daring ſpirit, nor pains to inquire 
into 1ts true cauſes. In thoſe in. 
ſtances in which the powers of go. 
vernment may not be found equal 
to its utmoſt care and vigilance, we 
ſhall uſe our utmoſt endeavours to 
provide ſuch remedies as may apply 
to this evil, and ſuch means as may 
be found wanting to the accom. 
pliſhment of purpoſes in which our 
material intereſts are ſo deeply con- 
cerned, | 

« We beg leave to aſſure your 
Majeſty, that your faithful commons 
will chearfully grant your Majeſty 
ſuch ſupplies as may be found neceſ- 
fary for the ſervice of the year; ac- 
knowledging, with the utmoſt gra- 
utude, your Majeſty's immediate 
attention to the relief of your ſub- 
jects, in the reduction of all the eſta- 
bliſhments to as low a ſtate as your 


Majeſty, in your royal wiſdom, 


thought prudence would admit. We 
take a ſincere part in the ſatisfac- 
tion which your Majeſty feels in thus 


ſtep towards the relief of your ſub- 


ſt 
jects; and we have no doubt, that 
your people will juſtify your Mar 
jeſty's gracious reliance on the for. 
titude of this nation, by willingly 
bearing thoſe burthens which are the 
inevitable conſequences of the war, 
which the preſent exigencies re- 
uire, and which are ſo neceſſary 
2 the ſull ſupport of the national 


credit. 


e We feel that our fituation is 
in many reſpe&s, new; and we beg 
your Majeſty to be aflured, that we 


ſhall uſe our utmoſt diligence to 


provide what is called for by that 
ſituation ; at the ſame time, to the 


extent of our power, giving perma- 


nence to whatever has been found 


| beneficial by the experience of 18 


The objects of our deliberations 


fully demand that temper and mode- 


ration which your Majeſty ſo gra- 
ciouſly recommends ; and we intreat 
your Majeſty, to accept our moſt 
humble thanks for the confidence 
your Majeſty has been pleaſed to 
expreſs in our unanimous deſire to 
direct all thoſe deliberations to the 
honour of your Majeſty's crown, the 
ſafety of your dominions, and the 
proſperity of your people: and we 
aſſure your Majeſty, that we will 
uſe our beſt and utmoſt endeavours 
to demonſtrate by our conduct, that 


2 confidence ſo honourable to us has 


been well founded. 5 


| Friday, Now. 14. 
The Speaker reported to the Houſe his 
Majeſty's Anfever to their Adareſs. 


* Gentlemen, | 
« | thank you for this very du- 
tiful and affectionate addreſs, and 
for the freſh mark you give of your 
attachment to me and my family in 


the congratulation on the happy re- 


covery of the Queen, and the birth 


of another princeſs. | 


« | receive with the utmoſt ſatis- 
faction your aſſurances of promoting 
ſuch meaſures as may tend to the 
ſupport of the national credit, and 
to the welfare of my people. And 
I conſider the unanimity with which 
they are offered as a happy earnelt 
of the ſucceſs of your endeavours.“ 


— 


— — 


Addreſs of the Houſe of Lords to his 
' Majeſty, Feb. 6, 1784. 


« Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


60 WV. your Majeſty's moſt du- 
tiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
lords ſpiritual and temporal, in par- 


STATE PAPERS. 


[309 
liament aſſembled, acknowledge 
with great ſatisfaction the wiſdom 
of our happy conſtitution, which 
places in your Majeſty's hand the 
undoubted authority of appointing 
to all the great offices of executive 
government. We have the firmeſt 
reliance on your Majeſty's known 
wiſdom and paternal goodneſs, that 
you will always be anxious to call 
into and continue in your ſervice 
men the moſt deſerving of the con- 
fidence of your parliament, and the 
public in general. ; 

« In this confidence we beg leave 
to approach your Majeſty with our 
moſt earneſt aſſurances, that we 
will, on all occaſions, ſupport your 
Majeſty in the juſt exerciſe of thoſe 
prerogatives which the wiſdom of 
the law has entruſted to your Ma- 
jeſty, for the preſervation of our 
lives and properties, and upon the 


due and uninterrupted exerciſe of 


which muſt depend the bleſſings 
which your people derive from the 
belt of all forms of government.” 


His Myjeſty's Anfwer to the above 
Addreſs. 


« My Lords, - 


« | thank you for this dutiful 
and loyal addreſs; and I defire you 
will reſt aſſured that I have no ob- 
ject in the choice of miniſters, but 
to call into my ſervice men the moſt - 
deſerving of the confidence of 
parliament, and of the publie in ge- 
neral. SL 

« cannot too often repeat my 
aſſurances, that my conſtant ſtudy, 
in the exerciſe of every prerogative 


_ entruſted to me by the conſtitution, 


is to employ it for the welfare of my 
people.“ | _ 


7 Aaaraſẽ 


Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to 
the King, on the 20th Feb. 1784. 


To the King's Moſt Excellent 
Majeity,” \. 
cc WI. your Majeſty's moſt 
| faithful commons, impreſſ- 
ed with the matt dutiful ſenſe of 
your Mejeſty's paternal regard for 
the weltare of your people, ap- 
proach your throne, to expreſs our 
reliance on your Majeſty's paternal 
wiſdom, that your Majeſty will take 
ſuch meaſures, by removing any ob- 
ſtacle to forming ſuch an adminiſtra- 
tion as the houi- has declared to be 
requiſite in the preſent critical and 
arduous ſituation of affairs, as may 
tend to give effect to the wihes of 
Four faithful commons, which have 
already been mot humbly repre- 
ſented to your Majeity.” _ 


"His Majeſty's e luer ta the above 
« . » Addreſs, Feb. 27, 1784. 


Gentlemen, 

ce I am deeply ſenſible how highly 

it concerns the honour of my crown, 
and the welfare of my people, which 
is the object always neareſt my heart, 
that the public affairs ſnould be con- 
ducted by a firm, efficient, extend- 
ed, united adminiſtration, entitled 
to the confidence of the pcople, and 

ſuch as may have a tendency to put 

an end to the unfortunate diviſions 
and diſtractions of the country. 
Very recent endeavours have been 

employed, on my part, to unite in 
-the public ſervice, on a fair and 
equal footing, thoſe whoſe joint ef- 
torts appear” to me moſt capable of 

producing that happy effect: | thoſe 
endeavours have not had the effect 

I wiſhed, I ſhall be always defirous 

of taking every ſtep moſt conducive 

to ſuch an object, but J cannot ſee 
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that it would in any degree be ad. 
vanced by the diſmiſſion of thoſe at 
preſent in my ſervice, | 

J ohſerve, at the ſame time, 
that there 15 no charge or complaine 
ſuggeſted againſt my preſent mini. 
ſters, nor is any one or more of them 
ſpecilically objefted to; and num- 
bers of my ſubjects have expreſſed tg 
me in the warmeſt manner, their 
ſatisfaction of the late changes | 
have made in my councils. Under 
theſe circumſtances, I truſt my 
faithful commons will not wich that 


the eſſential offices of executive 80. 


vernment ſhall be vacated, until j 
ſce a protpect that ſuch a plan of 


union, as 1 have called for, and 


they pointed out, may be carried 
into eſtect.“ i 


— 


—— 


The ſecond Address preſented to Les 
Maj eſty by the Houſe of Common, 
o March the 4th, 1784, as move! 
zn 192 Houſe of Commons, March 3 ft. 


cc 1H AT an humble address 
be preſented to his Ma- 
jeſty, moſt humbly to repreſent to 
his Majeſty the ſatisfaction his faith- 


ful commons derive from the late 


moſt gracious aſſurances we have 
received, that his Majeſty concurs 
with us in opinion, that it concerns 
the henour of his crown, and the 
welfare of his people, that tne pub- 
lic affairs ſhould be conducted by 2 
firm, efficient, extended, united ad 
miniſtration, entitled to the cont 
dence of his people, and ſuch 2 


may have a tendency 19 put an £1 


to the unhappy diviſions aud diſtrac- 
tions ot this country. 
| p 0 ; 1 

« To acknowledge his Mzeicy 5 


1 1 + * 
paternal goodneſs in his late mon 


gracious endeavours to give effect 
8 * a ; - 4 A : 10 


ain 


STATE 


io the object of our late dutiful re- 
preſentation to his Majeity. 

« To lament that the failure of 
this his Majeſty's moſt gracious en- 
deavours ſhould be conſidered as a 
final bar to tne accompliſhing ſo ſa- 
jutary and deſirable a purpoſe; and 
to expreſs our concern and diſap- 
pointment that his Majeſty bas not 
been adviſed to take any farther 


ſep towards uniting in the public 


ſervice thoſe whoſe joint efforts 
have recently appeared to his Ma- 
jeſty moſt capable of producing ſo 
happy an effect. nk Ry 

« That this houſe with all hu- 
mility claims it as its right, and on 
every proper occaſion feels it to be 
their bounden duty, to adviſe his 
Majeſty touching the exerciſe of any 
branch of his royal prerogative. 

« That we ſubmit it to his Ma- 
jeſty's royal conſideration, that the 
continuance of an adminiſtration 
which does not poſſeſs the confi- 
dence of the repreſentatives of the 
people muſt be injurious to the pub- 
lic ſervice. | En 

« That this houſe can have no 
tereſt diſtinct and ſeparate from 
that of their conſtituents, and that 
they therefore feel themſelves called 
upon to repeat thoſe loyal and duti- 
ful aſſurances they have already 
expreſſed of their reliance on his 
Majelty's paternal regard for the 
welfare of his people, that his Ma- 
jeſty would graciouſly enable them 
to execute thoſe important truſts 


which the conſtitution has veſted in 
them, with honour to themſelves, 


and advantage to the public, by the 
confirmation of a new adminiitra- 
tion, appointed under circumſtances 
which may tend to conciliate the 
minds of his faithful commons, and 
Ne energy and ſtability to his Ma- 
elty's councils, 
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« That as his Majeſty's faithful 
commons, upon the matureſt deli- 
berations, cannot but conſider the 
continuance of the preſent miniſters 
as an unwarrantable obſtacle to his 
Majeſty's moſt gracious purpoſe, to 
comply with their wiſhes in the for- 
mation of ſuch an adminiſtration as 
his Majeſty, in concurrence with the 
unanimous reſolution of this houſe, 
ſeems to think requiſite, in the pre- 
ſent exigencies of che country, they 
feel themſelves bound to remain 
firm in the wiſh expreſſed to his 
Majeſty in their late numble ad- 
dreſs ; and do therefore find them- 
ſelves obliged again to beſeech his 
Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly” 
pleaſed to lay the foundation of a 
ſtrong and ſtable government, by 
the previous removal of his preſent 
miniſters,” 


His Majeſty: Arfever to the foregoing 
Adareſs, March 4, 1784. 


cc Gentlemen, | 


<« I have already expreſſed to you 
how ſenſible I am of tae advantages 
to be derived from ſuch an admi- 
niliration as was pointed out in your 
unanimous reſolution ; and I aſſured 


you that I was defirous of taking 


every ſtep moſt conducive to ſuch 
an object I remain in the ſame 
ſentiments but I continue equally 


convinced, that it is an object not 


likely to be attained by the diſmiſ- 
ſion of my preſent miniſters. 

„ I muſt repeat, that no charge 
or complaint, nor any ſpecific ob- 


jeckion, is yet made againſt any of 


them. If there were any ſuch 
ground for their removal at preſent, 
it ought to be equally a reaſon for 
not admitting them as a part of 
that extended and united acmi- 
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niſtration, which you ſtate to be re- 
quiſite. 

] did not conſider the failure of 
my recent endeavours as a final bar 
to the accompliſhment of the purpoſe 


Which I had in view, if it could 


have been attained on thoſe princi- 
ples of fairneſs and equality, without 
which it can neither be honourable 
to thoſe who are concerned, nor lay 
the foundation of ſuch a ſtrong and 
ſtable government as may be of 
| laſting advantage to the country. 
But I know of no further ſteps 
which I can take, that can be effec- 


tual to remove the difficulties which 


bobſtruct that deſirable end, 
J have never called in queſtion 


the right of my faithful commons to 


offer me their advice on every proper 
occaſion, touching the exerciſe of 
any branch of my prerogative; 1 
mall be ready at all times to receive 
it, and give it the moſt attentive 
cConſideration: and they will ever 

find me diſpoſed to ſhew my regard 
to the true principles of the conſtitu- 
tion, and to take ſuch meaſures as 
may beſt conduce to the ſatis faction 
and proſperity of my people.” _ 


2 n n — *** td et andy 
—_ —ͤ—̃ 


6 


Reſolutions voted by the Houſe of Com- 


mon, to be laid before his Majefly 
by fuch of the Members of that Houſe 
a4, dere Privy Counſellors, © 


ce HAT an humble repreſen- 
| tation be preſented to his 
Majeſty, moſt humbly to teſtify the 
ſurpriſe and affliction of this houſe, 
on receiving the anſwer which his 
Majeſty's miniſters have adviſed, to 
the dutiful and ſeaſonable addreſs of 
this houſe, concerning one of the 
moſt important acts of his Majeſty's 
.orenment. tn 


„ To expreſs our concern, that 
when his Majeſty's paternal good. 
neſs has graciouſly inclined his Ma. 
jeſty to be ſenſible of the advantage 
to be derived from ſuch an admini- 


ſtration as was pointed out in our 


reſolution, his Majeſty ſhonld ſtill 
be induced to prefer the opinions 
of individuals to the repeated ad- 
vice of the repreſentatives of his 
people in parliament aſſembled, with 
reſpect to the means of obtaining ſo 
deſirable anend., 

« To repreſent to his Majeſty, 


that a preference of this nature is az 


1njurious to the true intereſts of the 
crown, as it is wholly repugnant to 
the ſpirit of our free conſtitution. 
That ſyſtems founded on ſuch a pre. 
ference are not in truth entirely new 
in this country; that they have 
been the characteriſtic features of 
thoſe unfortunate reigns, the max- 


ims of which are now jultly and 


univerſally exploded ; while his 
Majeſty and his Royal Progenitors 
have been fixed in the hearts of their 
people, and have commanded the 
reſpect and admiration of all the 
nations of the earth, by a conſtant 


and uniform attention to the advice 


of their commons, however adverſc 
ſuch advice may have been to the 
opinions of the executive ſervants 
of the crown. | N 
« To aſſure his Majeſty, that 


we neither have diſputed, nor mean 


in any inſtance to diſpute, much 
leſs to deny, his Majeſty's undoubt- 
ed prerogative of appointing to the 


executive offices of ſtate ſuch per- 


ſons as to his Majeſty's wiſdom {hall 
ſeem meer. But at the ſame time 
that we muſt with all humility agan 
ſubmit to his Majeſty's royal Wi- 
dom, that no adminiſtration, how- 
ever legally appointed, can ſerve 


his Majeſty and the public with 


effec} g 
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effect, which does nat enjoy the con- 
fdence of this houſe. 


e That in his Majeſty's preſent | 


adminiſtration we cannot conſide; 
the circumſtances under which it 
was conſtituted, and the grounds up- 
on which it continues, haye creat- 
ed ſuch ſuſpicions in the breaſts of 
his faithful commons, that princi- 
ples are adopted and views enter- 
tained unfriendly to the privileges 
of this - houſe, and to the freedom 
of our excellent conſtitution, Thar 
we have made no charge againſt any 
of them, becauſe it is their removal 
and not their puniſhment which we 
5 deſired: and that we humbly 
_ coilceive we are warranted, by the 
ancient uſage of this houſe, to de- 
fire ſuch remoyal, without making 


any charge whatever; that conh- 


dence may be yery prudently with- 
held when no criminal proceſs can 
be properly inſtituted ; that altho? 
we have made no criminal charge 
againſt any individual of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters, yet with all humi- 
lity we do conceive, that we have 
ſtated to his Majeſty very diſtinct 
objections and very forcible reaſons 
_ againſt their continuance, That 
with regard to the propriety of ad- 
mitting either the br r. miniſters, 
or any other perſon, as a part of that 
extended and united adminiſtration, 
which his Majeſty, in concurrence 
wieh the ſentiments of this houſe, 
conſiders as requiſite, it is a point 
upon which we are too well ac- 
quainted with the bounds of our duty 
to preſume to offer any advice to his 
Majeſty, well knowing it to be the 
undoubted prerogative of his Ma- 
jeſty to appoint his miniſters, with- 
out any previous adyice from either 
houſe of parliament, and our duty 
humbly to offer to his Majeſty our 
zie, when ſuch appointments 


ſhall appear to ys to be prejudicial 
to the public ſeryice. 

* To acknowledge with grati- 
tude his Majeſty's goodneſs, is not 
conſidering the failure of his recent 
endeavours as a final bar to the ac- 
compliſhment of the gracious pur- 
poſe which his Majeſty has in view; 


and to expreſs the great concern and 


mortification with which we find 


ourſelves obliged to declare, that 


the conſolation which we ſhould na- 
turally have derived from his Ma- 
jeſty's moſt gracious diſpoſition is 
conſiderably abated, by underſtand- 
ing that his Majeſty's adviſers have 
not thought fit to ſuggeſt to his 


Majeſty any farther ſteps to remove 
the difficulties which obſtruct ſo de- 


firable an end. 


collection, that his faithful com- 
mons have already ſubmitted to his 


Majeſty, moſt humbly but moſt 


diſtinctly, their opinion upon this 
ſubject That they can have no in- 


tereſts but thoſe of his Majeſty and 


of their conſtituents; whereas it is 


needleſs to ſuggeſt to his Majeſty's - 


wiſdom and diſcernment, that indi- 
vidual adviſers may be actuated by 
very different motives, | 

To expreſs our moſt unfeigned 
gratitude to his Majeſty for his Ma- 
jeſty's royal aſſurances, that he does 


not call in queſtion the right of this 
houſe to offer their advice to his 


Majeſty on every proper occaſion, 
touching the exerciſe of any branch 


of his royal Les pgs and of his 


Majeſty's readineſs at all times to 


receive ſuch advice, and to give it 


the moſt attentive conſideration. 

* To declare that we recognize 
in theſe gracious expreſſions, thoſe 
excellent and conſtitutional ſenti- 
ments, which we have ever been 


accuſtomed to hear from tlie throne 


fince 
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« To recall to his Majeſty's re- 


[ 
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fince the glorious æra of the revo- 


| Jution, and which have peculiarly 


eharacteriſed his Majeſty, and the 
priaces of his illuſtrious houſe ; but 
10 lament that theſe moſt gracious 


expreſſions, while they inſpire us 


with additional affection and gra- 
titude towards his Majeſty's royal 
perſon, do not a little contribute 
to increaſe our ſuſpicions of thoſe 
men, who have adviſed his Majeſty, 
in direct contradiction to theſe al- 


ſurances, to neglect the advice of 


his commons, aud to retain in bis 
ſervice an adminiſtration, whoſe 
continuance in office we have ſo re- 
2 and fo diſtinctly condemn- 
ed. | | 
e To repreſent to his Majeſty, 
that it has anciently been the prac- 
tice of this houſe to withhold ſup- 
plies, until the grievances were re- 
dreſſed; and that if we were to fol- 
low this courſe in the preſent con- 
juncture, we ſhould be warranted 
in our proceeding, as well by the 
moſt approved precedents, as by the 


ſpirit of the conſtitution itſelf, But 


if, in conſideration of the very pe- 
euliar exigencies of the times, we 
ſhould be induced to wave for the 
preſent the exerciſe in this inſtance 


of our undoubted, legal, and con- 


ſtitutional mode of obtaining re- 


dreſs, that we humbly implore his 


Majeſty not to impute our forbear- 
ance to any want of fincerity in our 
complaints, or diſtruſt in the juſtice 
of our cauſe. 15 | 

„ That we know and are ſure, 


that the proſperity of his Majeſty's 


dominions in former times has been, 
under Divine Providence, owing to 
the harmony which has for near a 
century prevailed uninterruptedly 
between the crown and this houſe. 
© That we are convinced, that 


there is no way to extricate this 
country from its preſent difficulties, 
but by purſuing the ſame ſyſtem to 
which we have been indebted at 
various periods of our hiftory for 
our ſucceſſes abroad, and which is 
at all times fo neceſſary for our 
tranquillity at home. | 

« 'That we feel the continuance 
of the preſent adminiltration to be an 
innovation upon that happy ſyſtem 
—that we cannot but expect, from 
their exiſtence under the diſpleaſure 
of the houſe, every misfortune na- 


turally incident to a weak and dif. 


tracted government. 

« Ttat if we had concealed from 
his Majeſty our honeſt ſentiments 
upon this important criſis, we ſhould 
have been in ſome degree reſponſible 
for the miſchiefs which are but too 


certain to enſue. 


« 'That we have done our duty 
to his Majeſty and our conſtituents, 


in pointing out the evil, and in 


humbly imploring redreſs; that the 
blame and reſponſibility muſt now 
he wholly upon thoſe who have pre- 
ſumed to adviſe his Majeſty io act 
in contradiction to the uniform 
maxims which have hitherto go- 
verned the conduct of his Majetty, 
as well as every other prince of his 
illuſtrious houſe; upon thoſe who 
have diſregarded the opinions and 
neglected the admonitions of the 
repreſentatives of his people, and 
who have thereby attempted to ſet 
up a new ſyſtem of executive ad- 
miniſtration, which, wanting the 
confidence of this houſe, and acting 
in deflapce to our reſolutions, mult 
prove at once inadequate, by its in- 
efficiency, to the neceſſary objects 
of government, and dangerous, by 
its example, to the liberties of the 
people, 


Tis 


His Majeſ iy's Speech from the Throne, 


on proroguing the late Parliament, 


previous to his diſſolving it. 


« My lords and gentlemen, 
N a full confideration of the 

preſent ſituation of affairs, 
and'of the extraordinary circum- 
flances which have produced it, I 
am induced to put an end to this 
{-ſhon of parliament: I feel it a 
dety which I owe to the conſtitu- 
tion and to the country, in ſuch a 
ſituation, to recur as ſpeedily as poſ- 
fle to the ſenſe of my people, by 
calling a new parliament, 

6e J tralt that this means will 
tend to obviate the miſchiefs ariſing 
from the unhappy diviſion and diſ- 
trations which have lately ſubſiſted; 
and that the various important ob- 
jects which will require conſidera- 
lion may be afterwards proceeded 
upon with leſs interruption, and with 
happier effect. | 

« | can have no other object, 
but to preſerve the true principles 
of our fre2 and happy conſtitution, 
and to employ the powers entruſted 
to me by law, for the only end for 
which they were given, to the good 
of my people,. 


cc 


Then the earl of Mansfield, lord 
chief juſtice of the court of King's 


Bench, ſpeaker of the houſe of 


ri by his Majeſty's command, 
laid, . 
My lords and gentlemen, 
“It is his Majeſty's royal will 
and pleaſure, that this parliament 
40 be prorogued ta Tueſday, the 
fixth day of April next, to be then 
* here holden; and this parlia- 


ment is accordingly prorogued to 
'© Tueſday, the fixth day of April 
2 nes 
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His Majeſty's Speech to both Houſes, 
on the Meeting of the New Parlia- 
ment, May 17, 1784. 


« My lords and gentlemen, 
Have the greateſt ſatisfaction 
in meeting you in parliament 
at this time, after recurring, in ſo 
important a moment, to the ſenſe of 
my people. 1 have a juſt and confi- 
dent reliance, that you are animated 
with the ſame ſentiments of loyalty, 
and the ſame attachment to our ex- 
cellent conſtitution, which 1 have 
had the happineſs to ſee ſo fully ma. 
nifeited in every part of the king- 
dom. The happy effects of ſuch a 
diſpoſition will, 1 doubt not, appear 
in the temper and wiſdom of your 
deliberations, and in the diſpatch of 
the important objects of public bu- 
fineſs which demand your attention. 
It will afford me peculiar pleaſure 
to find that the exerciſe of the power 
entruſted to me by the conſtitution 
has been productive of conſequences 


ſo beneficial to my ſubje&s, whoſe 


intereſt and welfare are always near» 
eſt my heart.“ 


« Gentlemen of the Houſe of 
Commons, F 
„I have ordered the eſtimates 
for the current year to be laid be- 
fore you; and I truſt to your zeal 
and affection to make ſuch proviſions 
for their further ſupply, and for the 
application of the ſums granted in 
the laſt parhament, as may appear 

to be neceſſary. ot 

II ſincerely lament every addi- 
tion to the burthens of my people; 
but they will, I am perſuaded, feel 
the neceſiity, after a long and ex- 
penſive war, of effectually provid- 
ing for the maintenance of our na- 
tional faith and our public credit, 
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ſo eſſential to the power and pro- 


ſperity of the ſtate,” 


My lords and gentlemen, 

„ The alarming progreſs of 
frauds in the revenue, accompanied 
in ſo many inſtances with violence, 
will not fail on every account to ex- 
cite your attention. I muſt, at the 
ſeme time, recommend to your moſt 
ſerious conſideration, to frame ſuch 
commercial regulations as may ap- 
Fear immediately neceſſary in the 
preſent moment. The affairs of the 
Fal India Company form an object 
of deliberation deeply connected 
with the general intereſts of the 


vernment of our poſſeſſions in that 
part of the world, you will, I truſt, 
never loſe ſight of the effect which 
any meaſure to be adopted for that 
Purpoſe may have on our own con- 
ftitution, and our deareſt intereſts 
at home. You will find me always 
deſirous to concur with you in ſuch 
meaſures as may be of laſting bene- 
fit to my people: I have no wiſh 
but to conſult their proſperity, by 
a conſtant attention to every object 
of national concern, by an uniform 
adherence to the true principles of 
our free conſtitution, and by ſup- 
rting and maintaining, in their 
Juſt balance, the rights and privi- 
leges of every branch of the legiſ- 
lature.“ DE a 


The humble Addreſi of the right hos 
nourabie the Lords Spiritual and 


bled, 
Die Mercurii, 19 Maii, 1784. 
« Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


cc WE. your Majeſty's moſt dutiful 
: and loyal ſubjecte, the lords 


the throne. , 


country. While you feel a juſt 
_ anxiety to provide for the good go- 


Temporal in Parliament afſem- 


ſpiritual and temporal, in parliz. 


ment aſſembled, beg leave to return 


your Majeſty our humble thanks 
for your molt gracious ſpeech from 


« Deeply ſenſible of the bleſiings 
we enjoy under your Majeſty's go. 
vernment, we defire to expreſs our 
ſatisfaction and gratitude, that in 
the exerciſe of the powers veſted in 

ou by the conſtitution, your Ma- 
jeſty has been graciouſly pleaſce to 
recur to the ſenſe of your people at 
a conjuncture when the ſituation of 
public affairs called loudly for that 
exertion. - - --. : | 
Animated with the trueſt ſen. 
timents of loyalty to ycur Majeſty's 
perion and government, of attach. 
ment to our excellent conſtitution, 
and of regard for the public u el- 
fare, your Majeſty may ſafely rely, 
that we will enter upon the impor- 


tant objects of public buſineſe, 


which call for our attention, with 
temper and aſſiduity, and that we 
will proſecute them with all the 
diſpatch of which their nature will 
admit, e 

In purſuit of thoſe objects 


which your Majeſty has been pleaſ- 


ed to recommend to our conſidera- 
tion, we beg leave to aſſure your 
Majeſty, that we ſhall apply our- 
ſelves with induſtry to the ſtopping 
the alarming progreſs of frauds in 
the revenue; and that we ſhall be 
ready to co-operate with the other 
branches of the legiſlature in fram- 
ing ſuch further commercial regula- 
tions as the preſent circumſiances 
may require. 

 * Convinced, as we are, how 
materially the ſituation of the aſ- 


fairs of the Eaſt India Company is 


connected with the general intereſts 
of the country, and that it forms à 
moſt important ſubject of delibera- 

; : tion; 
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tion, your Majeſty may depend, 
that in applying our utmoſt atten- 
tion to provide for the good govern- 
ment of our poſſeſſions in India, we 
ſhall well and anxiouſly weigh the 
effe& which the meaſures we may 
adopt may have upon the inva- 
juable conſtitution of Great Bri- 
tain. 

« We beg leave humbly to aſſure 
your Majeſty, that we have the 
fulleſt conviction of your Majeſty's 
paternal care and affection for your 
people, and that the proſperity of 


your ſubjects is the firſt object of 


your royal attention; which could 
not be more fully manifeſted than 
min the refolution your Majeſty has 
taken to ſupport and maintain, in 


their juſt balance, the rights and 


privileges of every branch of the 
legiſlature.“ 


His Majeſty's moſt gracious Anſwer, 
Ty My lords, | 

« I thank you for this very loyal 

„and dutiful addreſs. I receive 


« with great ſatisfaction every 


„ freſh mark of your attachment 


« to me, and your zeal for the 


« public intereſts, and for the pre- 
« ſervation of our moſt excellent 
« conſtitution.” | | 

A fimilar Addreſs was preſented by 
the Houſe of Commons. | 


„ . 
r 


Lords Proteſt on the Eaſt India Regu- 
lation Bill, gth Auguſt, 1784. 


Diſſentient, 


6c REC AUSE we think the princi- 

ple of the bill falſe, unjuſt, and 
unconſtitutional; falſe, inaſmuch as 
t provides no effectual remedy for 
the evils it affects to cure; unjuit, as 
it indiſcriminately compels all per- 
ſons returning 8 India to furniſh 
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the means of accuſation and perſecu- 
tion againſt themſelves ; and uncon- 
ſtitutional, becauſe it eſtabliſhes a 
new criminal court of judicature, 
in which the admiſſion of income» 
petent evidence 1? expreſsly direct- 
ed, and the ſubject is unneceſſarily 
deprived of his moſt ineſtimable 
birthright, a trial by jury. 
PORTLAND, 
CARLISLE, 
CHOLMONDELEY, 
NORTHINGTON.” 


—— 


—y 


His Majeſty's Speech at the cloſe of 
the firſt Son of” this Parliament, 
Auguſt 20th, 17 84. 


« My lords and gentlemen, 

cc I Cannot cloſe this ſeſſion of par- 
I lament without returning you 
my warmeſt thanks for the eminent 
proofs you have given of your zea- 
lous and diligent attention to the 
public ſervice, | 

The happieſt effects may be 
expected from the proviſions which 
you have made for the beiter go- 
vernment of India, and from the 
inſtitution of a tribunal ſo pecu- 
liarly adapted to the trial of of- 
tences committed in that diſtant 
country. | 

“J obſerve with great ſatisfac- 
tion the laws which you have pall- 
ed for the preſervation and improve = 
ment of the revenue. No exertions 


hall be wanting on my part to give 


them vigour and effect.“ 


« Gentlemen of the Houſe of 
Commons, 

„The zeal and liberality with 
which you have provided for the 
exigencies of the public ſervice, and 
the aſſiſtance which you have given 
me to prevent a growing arrear 

| in 
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M the expences of my civil lift, 
demand my particular thanks. 
1 feel in common with you for 


the unavoidable burdens of my 


people. | | 

The importance of effectually 
Jupporting our national credit, after 
a long and exhaufting war, can 
alone reconcile me to ſo painful a 
neceſſity. I truſt the ſame conſi- 
deration will enable my faithful 
lubjects to meet it, as they have 


uniformly done, with fortitude and 


patience.“ | 


& My lords and gentlemen, 
«© The definitive treaty which 


has been ſigned with the States 


General of the United Provinces, 
and the peace concluded in India, 


as well as the aſſurances which I 
receive from foreign powers, pro- 


| miſe the continuance of general 
ange. 5 

ce J truſt, therefore, that after 
ſo laborious à ſeſſion, it will not 
he found neceſſary to call you 
again together at a very early 
period, | 

« Many important obje&s with 
reſpe& to our trade and commerce, 
which could not now be provided 


tor, will naturally require your at- 


tention after the receſs; aud ſuch 
regulations will, I truſt, be framed, 
after a full inveſtigation, as ſhall 
be found beſt calculated to promote 
the wealth and proſperity cf all 
parts of the empire.“ 


F hen the lord chancellor ſaid, 


« My lords and gentlemen, 
„It is his Majeſty's royal will 
and pleaſure that this parliament 
be prorogued to Tueſday, the 
26th day of October next, to be 
then here holden; and this par- 


lament is accordingly prorogued 


to Tueſday the 26th day of October 


next: 


1 n 


rm... 


Ratification of Peace by the American 
Congreſs, and their Recommenda. 


tion of the Loyaliſts, agreeable 10 


the Fifth Article. 


By the UNITED STATES, in cog- 
GRESS aſſembled, 


A PROCLAMATION. 
HEREAS definitive articles 


tween the United States of America 
and his Britannic Majeſty were 
concluded and figned at Paris, on 
the 3d day of September, 1783, by 
the Plenipotentiaries of the ſaid 
United States, and of his Britannic 


majeſty, duly and reſpectively au- 


thoriſed for that purpoſe; which de- 

finitive articles are in the words 

following: „5 
And we the United States in 


congreſs aſſembled, having ſeen and 
duly confidered the definitive arti- 


cles aforeſaid, did, by a certain ac 


under the ſeal of the United States, 


bearing date this 14th day of Ja- 
nuary, 1784, approve, ratify, and 


confirm the ſame, and every part 


and clauſe thereof, engaging and 
promiſing that we would ſincerely 
and faithfully perform and obſerve 
the ſame, and never ſuffer them to 


be violated by any one, or tranſe 


greſſed in any manner, as far as 


| thould be in our power: and being 


lincerely diſpoied to carry the {aid 
articles into execution truly, ho- 
neſtly, and with good faith, accerd- 
ing to the intent and meaning there- 
of, we have thought proper, by theſe 
preſents, to notify the premiſes - 
a 


of peace and friendſhip be- 


„ Eo as TEES 


r 


good citizens of theſe United 
States, hereby requiring and enjoin- 
ing all bodies of magiſtracy, legiſ- 
latve. executive, and judiciary, all 
perſons bearing office, civil or mili- 
tary, of whatever rank, degree, or 
wers, and all others the good citi- 
zens of theſe ſtates of every vocation 
and condition, that reverencing thoſe 
ſtipulations entered into on their be- 
half, under the authority of the fe- 
deral bond by which their exiſtence 
as an independent people 15 bound 
up together, and 1s known and ac- 
knowledged by the nations of the 
world, and with that good faith 
which is every man's ſureſt guide 


within their ſeveral offices, juriſ- 


dictions, and vocations, they carry 
into effect the ſaid definitive arti- 
cles, and every clauſe and ſenti- 
ment thereof, ſincerely, ſtrialy, and 
completely. | 
Given under the ſeal of the U- 
nited States. Witneſs his Ex- 
cellency THOMAS MIF- 
FI. IN, our Preſident, at An- 
napolis, this 14th day of Janua- 
ry, in the year of our lord one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty-four, and of the {ove- 
reignty and independence of 


the United States of America 


the eighth, 


CHARLES I HOMSON, Sec. 


And in compliance with the 5th 


article of the treaty alluded to in 
the foregoing proclamation, they 


reſolve unanimouſly, nine ſtates pre- 


ſent “ That it be, and it is here- 
by earneſtly recommended to the le- 


giſlatures of the reſpective ſtates, to 
provide for the reſtitution of all eſ- 
tates, rights, and properties, which 
have been confiſcated, belonging to 
real Britiſh ſubjects, and alſo of the 


eſtates, rights, and properties of 


perſons relident in diſtricts which 
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were in poſſeſſion of his Britannic 
majeſty*s arms, at any time between 
the zoth day of November 1782, 
and the 14th day of January 1784, 
and who have not borne arms a- 
gainſt the ſaid United States; and 
that perſons of any other deſcription 
ſhall have free liberty to go to any 
part or parts of any of the thirteen 
United States, and therein to re- 
main twelve months unmoleſted, in 
their endeavours to obtain the re- 
ſtitution of ſuch of their eſtates, 
rights, and properties, as may 
have been conkicated.— And it is 


alſo hereby earnelily recommended 
to the feveral ſlates, to re- conſider 


and reviſe all their acts or Jaws re- 
carding the premiſes, Io as to render 


the {aid laws or acts perfectly con- 


ſiſtent, not only with juſtice and e- 
qui'y, but with that ſpirit of conci- 


liation which on the return of the 


bleſſings of peace ſhould univerſally 
prevail, And it is hereby alſo ear- 
neſtly recommended to the {ſeveral 
ſtates, that the eſtates, rights, and 


properties of ſuch laſt- mentioned 


perſons ſhould be reſtored to them, 
they refunding to any perſon who 
may be now ein poileflion, the bona 
ide price (where any has been 
given) which ſuch perſons may have 
paid on purchaſing any of the ſaid 


lands, rights, or properties, fince 
the ſaid conſiſcation. 


— 
7 


— 


Letter from the Ring of Proffa tele 
States General, iz favour of rhe 
Prince of Orange. | 


WE FREDERICK, &c. &c. 


High and Mighty Lords, 


* OUR High Mighbtineſſes will 
be pleaſed to recollect that we 
have cauſed a memorial to be laid 


be ſore 
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before the States General on the 
21ſt of January 1783, by our envoy 
extraordinary, the fieur de Thule- 
meir, requeſting you would take 
ſuch meaſures as might effectually 
Put an end to the odious perſecutions 
Carried on againſt the Prince Stadt- 
Holder, and maintain him in the full 
enjoyment of thoſe prerogatives 
which are the rightful attributes of 
his perſon and family. The very 
ſame requiſition had been previouſly 
made to the ftates of Holland and 
Welt Friezeland, by a letter bear- 
ing date January 15th, in the ſame 
year, We had flattered ourſelves 
that ſuch friendly exhortations would 
be taken in good part, be produc- 
tive of ſome ſalutary effect, and con- 


tribute to the internal pacification of 


the United Provinces; yet, to our 
very great diſappointment, we find 


that the very contrary has been the 


caſe, as appears by facts equally 
public and notorious, which clearly 
evinces that ſome perſons, actuated 
by a ſpirit of faction, ambition, and 
by ſelfiſh views, ftill continue to 
perſecute the prince of Orange with 
the greateſt animoſity, and to mo- 


leſt him unjuſtly both in his perſon, 
and in regard to his prerogatives 


and dignity. IE 
No one is ignorant in what out- 
rageous manner the above prince 
is treated in ſcurrilous libels daily 
printed and countenanced, and whoſe 
authors are not ſo much as cenſured 
by the magiltrates. Such libels tend 
manifeſtly to exaſperate the nation 
againſt the ſaid prince, eſpecially as 
any one who dares ſpeak or write in 
his favour are proſecuted, i!i-treat- 
ed, baniſhed, nay and puniſhed, as af 
guilty of ſome enormous crime. It 
215 likewiſe known that arbitrary at- 


tempts are made to deſpoil ſucceſ- 
Gel 


7ely che ſtadtholder of his moſt im- 


portant prefrogatives, as it dere 
one by dne, without any Nite. 
even the ſhadow of a well - grounded 
motive. We freely confefs that we 
are not acquainted with the internal 
conſtitution of the republic in all its 
parts, Our intention, therefore, 
cannot be to rate it at its proper va- 
lue, much leſs to criticiſe upon it, 
Nevertheleſs, as it is evident to all, 
that the States General, who repre- 
ſent the republic at large, have by 
expreſs and irrevocable ſtipulation 
deferred to the prince of Orange's 
father, for himſelf and heirs, both 
male and female, the ſtadtholder- 
ſhip, with all the rights, dignities, 
and prerogatives thereto belonging, 
ſuch as were enjoyed by former 
ſtadtholders: it does not by any 
means admit of a doubt, but that 
ſuch rights and prerogatives as have 
been enjoyed by the ſaid prince, 
ſome of which are now diſputed, 
cannot be aboliſhed or recalled in 


an arbitrary manner, againit his 


conſent, and without the joint con- 
currence of the whole body of the 
republic: at leaſt, it appears exi- 
dent, that no particular city or pro- 


vince can deſpoil him of ſuch rights 


and prerogatives, he never having 


made a bad uſe of them, as his own 


well known character, and even the 
public voice, aſſures us he has not. 
Nay, were any doubts to ariſe in 
regard to the extent of ſuch rights, 
natural equity ſeems even in ſuch 
caſes to require, that thoſe preroga- 
tives hitherto enjoyed by the prince 
be not taken away or ſuſpended, as 
has been the Caſe of late; but, on 
the contrary, that he be ſupported 
therein, until the matter ſhould be 
finally determined, after the ſerious 
deliberation and judgment of the 
general aſſembly of the ſtates, be- 
tween the republic and the prince, 

either 


[ 
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either by way of compromiſe, or a 
formal and conſtitutional deciſion. 
« We cannot believe that the in- 
tention of your High Mightineſles, 
or indeed of any well - meaning 
member of the ſtate, is to aboliſh 
the high office of ſtadtholder, or to 
circumſcribe it within ſuch narrow 
limits, or to ſubſtitute a mere {hadow 
to the reality. It is rather to be 
hoped that every ſenfble citizen 
of the republic ſhall gratefully re- 
member, that it is, eſpecially, by 
the unſhaken bravery, the conſum- 
mate prudence, and even the blood, 
of the Uluſtrious princes of Orange 
and Naſſau, that during the courſe 


of two centuries the freedom of the 


republic, ſecured by them, has bcen 
ſupported, and the United Provinces 
often reſcued from the molt immi- 

ent dangers : ſuch well-wiſhers to 
their country mult allo confeſs, that 
during the temporary ſuſpenſion of 
the ſtadtholderſhip, the ſtate has 


proved leſs proſperous, that it has 


been ſo tora and diſtracted by in- 
ternal faction, that it was nearly 
brought to final ruin, in ſo much, 
that in order to ſave it from deſtruc- 
tion, it was found neceſlary to re- 
ſtore the office of ſtadtholder. 

« We know full well, that owing 
to a dread leſt the liberty of the re- 
public ſhould be endangered, the 
dignity of Nadtho!der has, at times, 
been entirely laid afide; but with- 
out inveſtigating whether ſuch ap- 
prehenhons were grounded or not; 
certain it is, that they cannot exiit 
at preſent; ſince the wiſe and ſafe 


policy that actuates the reigning po- 


tentates of Europe, thoſe reſpective 
powers are watchful for the preter- 
vation of each other, and that none 
of them can tamely ſuffer, much 
leſs contribute to the ſubverſion of 
the other. You would ice us ea- 
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gerly take the part of the republic, 
and be the firſt to act in its behalf, 
were any ſuch deſign broached a- 
gainſt the ſtates. But we can ſafely 
take upon us to aſſure, that neither 
the preſent ſtadtholder, nor any his 
moſt immediate ſucceſſors, will ever 
contrive or undertake any thing a- 
gainſt the freedom or welfare of the 
republic, as it is inſeparable from 
their own proſperity; we, on the 
contrary, could pledge ourſelves, 
that they will ever diſcharge the 
high and important office of ſtadt- 
holder, and exerciſe its prerogatives 
conſormably to the intentions and 
meaning of your High Mightineſles, 
from which they never will depart; 
and for this we do moſt ſolemnly 
ſtand pledged to the States Gene- 
ral. We can do it the more ſecurely, 


that we are fully acquainted with 


the noble and generous principies of 
the prince of Orange and his con- 
ſort, as well as thoſe their family 


muſt imbibe from them; and that 


on all occaſions we adviſe them to 
place their happineſs folely 1n the 
union and proſperity of the repub- 
lic; but above all, in a perfect good 
underſtanding between them and 
your High Mightineſſes. The con- 
nections between our reſpective ſtates 


require the very ſame from us; and 


as we are in hopes that your High 
Migbtineſſes will fully rely on our 


long experience, we, of courſe, flat- 
ter ourſelves you will conſider theſe 


our repreſentations merely as the 
emanations of that friendſhip, which, 
as their good neighbours, actuates us 
in favour of the republic; and a'fo 
of that concern which we muſt natu- 
rally feel for an illuſtrious houſe, to 
which we are ſo nearly allied ; and 
by no means ſuppoſe that we only 
preſume to meddle ourſelves in the 
private affairs of the ſtates, or en- 
EF] cCroach 
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croach upon their freedom, ground- 
ed on the firmeſt baſis, and ſo glo- 
riouſly acquire. 

« What we have hitherto adduced, 
is ſo ſelf-evident, that it cannot ad- 
mit of the leaſt doubt, and therefore 
we do earneſtly enireat your High 
Mightinefes ſeriouſly to interpoſe 
your authority in the preſent trou- 
bles of the republic, and to take 
ſuch meatures as may tend in the 
firſt place to prohibit and repreſs the 
publication of thoſe violent aud dan- 
gerous libels, either againſt the ſtadt- 

holder, or even on either fide, and 
puniſh thoſe who may have wrote or 
promoted ſuch libels, as tending 
only to inflame the minds of tae 
nation. On our part we ſhall tak 
the moſt effectual ſteps in the neigh- 
bouring dominions, that by proper 
exertions, and legal prohibitions, a 


ſion may be put to the proſecutions. 


and indecent perſonalities levelled 
againſt the prince and his friends. 
In order, if poſſible, to ſtay in time 
the alarming progreſs of the ſpirit 
of innovation, and the dangerous 
train of civil diſſenſions which ge- 
nerally follows the former; to re- 
ſtore a proper confidence and har- 
mony between the prince and his 
oppoſers; to maintain him in the 
quiet and undiſturbed poſſeſſion of 
the rights and prerogatives which he 
has hitherto enjoyed, not permitting 
his being deprived of any of them 
in an arbitrary manner, but rather 
reſtoring him to the enjoy ment of 


ſuch as may have been unjuſtly taken 
from him; and providing, that 
henceforth the ſtate affairs be treat- 
ed of, and ſettled with him in a ſa- 
tis factory manner, as it is ſlipulated 
by the ancient conſtitution of the 
United Provinces. By theſe means 
the latter will ſoon be reſtored to 
their wonted peace and tranquillity, 
and your High Mightineſſes will be 
entitled to the approbation of every 
well-meaning citizen, and even of 
all Europe. 

« Ve cannot, conſidering the 
ſituation of our dominions, and of 
our ancient connections with the re- 


public, forbear feeling the deepett 


concern for the fate of the illuſtrious 
houſe of Orange, and the continu— 


ance of the ſtadtholderſnip, which 


we never can tamely ſuffer to un- 
dergo any alteration. We truſt, 
therefore, that your High Mighti- 
neſſes will take in good part the 
contents of this letter; and will con- 
ſider them as the advice of a true 
and ſincere friend to the republic; 
and that your High Mightineſſes 
will not refuſe to give it ſome at- 
tention, as well as to what may be 
laid hereafter before them by our 
miniſter at the Hague, the ſieur de 
Thulemeir, whenever he has any 
thing in command from us. 
« It is in full confidence thereof 
that we remain 
The good friend and neighbour 
of your High Mighlineſſes. 
(Signed) FREDERIC," 


APPENDIX 


1 


APPENDIX to the CHRONICLE, 


For 1785. 


An Acconnt of Mr. Blanchard”s Flight 


acroſs the Engliſh Channel, with 


Dr. Fefferies; together avith taube 
letters grom the ſamè gentlemen af- 


ter therr arrival at Calais. 


N Friday, January 7, the wind 
being N. N. W. very mode- 

rate, and the ſky clear, Mr. Blan- 
chard, accompanied by Dr. Jefferies, 
took his departure for the continent 
in his balloon, from the caſtle at 
Dover. Three guns were fired 


from the caſtle at nine in the morn- 


ing, and the flag was hoiſted upon 
the firing of the firſt gun, as a ſignal 
that the aeronauts were preparing 
to fill the balloon. About ten mi- 
nutes before its aſcenſion, a fourth 
gun was fired, as a ſignal that the 
aerial veſſel and voyagers were about 
to depart. The balloon was com- 
pletely filled by one o' clock; the 
veſſel, Which aſcended with it in the 
hve former voyages, was affixed : 
the courageous and intrepid voy- 


agers took their ſeats; the oars and 


fly, uſed in the laſt voyages, were 
placed in the boat; nine bags of 
ballaſt, the French edition of Mr. 
Blanchard's voyage with Mr, Shel- 
don; a large inflated bladder, con- 


taining a number of letters from 
people of the firſt diſtinction in this 


country, to ſeveral of the French 


nobility, a compaſs and {ſome phi- 
loſophical inſtruments, a ſmall bot- 
tle of brandy, two beautiful filk en- 
ſigns, Engliſn and French, a few 
biſcuits, and two cork jackets, made 
the whole of their cargo. Mr. 
Blanchard had adapted an appa- 
ratus to ſuſtain himſelf and friend, 
without the boat, which weighed 
ſixty-four pounds, if they ſhould 
have occaſion for an-addition of le- 
vity upon the voyage. The bal- 
loon was filled in about two hours 
and a half, and the proceſs con- 
ducted by Mr. Blanchard, and Mr. 
Decker, of Berwick-ſtreet, Soho. 


They aſcended at 13 minutes paſt 


one, Cloſe to the large gun, well 
known by the name of Queen Anne's 
pocket piſtol. Mr. Blanchard kept 


the balloon in exact equilibrium for 


a conſiderable time. The greateſt 
ſilence reigned among the nume- 
rous concourſe of ſpeQators, until 
Mr. Blanchard had got ſo far from 
the cliff as to be over the ſea. He 
ſtood erect in the car, and ſaluted 
the ſpectators moſt gracefully, by 
bowing, taking off his hat, and 
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waving his enſign. He was then 
cheered by the loudeſt acclama- 
R—_ 
The balloon continued its route 
in the horizontal direction, then 
appeared to riſe; and at one time 
the balloon was fo low, as appa- 
rently to touch the ſea; then roſe 
again, and was ſeen much above the 
cliffs on the French coaſt, and diſ- 
appeared in the horizon far beyond 
them. The balloon reached the 
continent between Calais aud Bou- 
logne; was ſeen by glaſſes from the 
Engliſh ſhore till ten minutes paſt 


three, far over the land; and an 


account was brought by a king's 
cutter, at five o' clock, that the bal- 
loon deſcended at twenty-five mi- 
nutes paſt three, at Banni. Mr. 


Blanchard was in the higheſt ſpirits 


at his departure.— It was exceeding 


_ cold, —He wore his great coat.— 
Dr. Jeferies was in a light ſailor's 


dreſs. 


No certain accounts have as yet 


been received from France of their 


arrival, but there is not the leaſt 
doubt entertained at Dover of the 
balloon having croſſed the channel, 


as the French coaſt could be clearly 


diſcovered as well as the balloon. 


This is the fixth voyage performed 


by Mr. Blanchard in this balloon, 
and one of the moſt ſingular and 
bold attempts ever made by man. 
Mr. Blanchard and Dr. Jefferies 
have the honour of being the firſt 


aerial mariners. | 


Mr. Blanchard has taken with 
him to France letters from the 
prince of Wales, the ducheſs of De- 
vonſhire, and many of the nobility, 
to madame de Polignac, count d*Ar- 


tois, the duc de Chartres, and moſt 


of the principal perſonages of the 
French court. 


Extract of a letter from Dr. Jeferies, 


dated Calais, Fan. 8, 1785. 


« Heaven has crowned my ut- 
moſt wiſhes with ſucceſs; I cannot 
deſcribe to you the magnificence of 
our voyage. When about mid-chan- 
nel, and at high elevation, we had 
ſuch a proſpect of the country as 
ſurpaſſes my deſcriptive faculties; 
when two-thirds over, we had ex- 
pended the whole of our ballaſt, At 
about five or ſix miles from the 
French coaft, we were again falling 
rapidly towards the ſea, on which 
occaſion my noble little captain gave 
orders, and ſet the example, by be- 
ginning to {trip our aerial car, firſt 
of our ſilk and finery; this not 
giving us ſufficient releaſe, we caſt 
one wing, then the other ; after 
which I was obliged to unſcrew and 


caſt away our moulinet; yet {hill ap- 


proaching the ſea very faſt, and the 
boats being much alarmed for us, 
we, though unwillingly, caſt away 
firſt one anchor, then the other; at- 
ter which, my little hero ſtripped, 
and threw away his coat (great 
coat). On this I was compelled 
to follow his example. Then he 
ſtripped, and caſt away his trowſers. 
We put on our cork jackets, and 
were, God knows how, but as merry 
as grigs, to think how we ſhould 
ſplatter in the water. We had a 
fixed cord, &c. to mount into our 
upper ſtory, and I believe both of 
us, as though inſpired, felt ourſelves 
confident of ſucceſs in the event. 
Luckily, at this inſtant, we found 
the mercury beginning to fall in the 
barometer, and we ken aſcended 


much higher than ever before, an! 
made a moſt beautiful and loft) eu- 
trie into France exactly at thres 


o' clock. We entered riſing, 1 0 
| ſu 
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ſuch a height, that the arch we de- 
ſcribed brought us down juſt twelve 
miles into the country, when we de- 
ſcended moſt tranquilly into the 
midſt of the foreſt De Felmores, al- 
moſt as naked as the trees, not an 
inch of cord or rope left, no anchor, 
or any thing elſe to help us, nor a 
being within ſeveral miles. My 
good little captain begged for all my 
exertion to ſtop at the top of the firſt 
tree I could reach. I ſucceeded be- 
yond my comprehenſion, and you 
would have laughed to ſee us, each 
without a coat of any fort, Mr. 
Blanchard afliſting at the valve, and 
J holding the top of a lofty tree, 
and the balloon playing to and fro 
over us, holding almoſt too ſevere a 
conteſt for my arms. It took exactly 
twenty-eight minutes to let out air 
enough to relieve the balloon with- 


out injury. We ſoon heard the wood 


ſurrounded with footmen, horſemen, 
&c. and received every poſſible aſ- 


ſiſtance from them. I was ſoon well 
mounted,andhad a fine gallop of ſeven 
miles. We were invited to the cha- 


teau or ſeat of monſieur de Sandrouin, 


where we received every polite at- 


tention, and were led through a noble 


ſuite of apartments, to partake of an 


elegant refreſhment, &c, and at nine 
o'clock ſent away in an elegant cha- 
riot and ſix horſes, but under a pro- 
miſe that we would call at the cha- 
teau of Mr. Brounot, at Arainghan, 
where we ſtaid about an hour, and 
then ſet off again as before towards 
Calais, where we arrived between 
one and two o'clock this morning. 
] was ſurpriſed to find the difficulties 
of acceſs; five very ſtrong gates, 
bridges, &c. the guards very vigi- 
lant, but had all orders to let us 
pals, the commandant having ſat up 
for us. We viſited him, and were 
very politely received; but the at- 


tentions of Mr. Mouron and his fa- 
mily exceeded all deſcription. This 
morning the mayor, governor, com- 
mandant, the officers in a body, the. 
king's attorney- general, &c. have 
been to pay us a congratulatory vi- 
ſit; and we have been complimented 
as they compliment the king alone, 
by ſending us the wine of the city. 
A patent is now making out to make 
my captain a citizen of Calais. We 
are receiving honours and attentions 
much above our merit.“ 


To the above account we have 
authority to add, that the corpora- 
tion of Calais have come to a reſo- 


lution of erecting a monument to 


perpetuate the memory of the two 
intrepid aeronauts. | 


Extra® of a letter from Mr. Blans 
chard, datcd Calais, Fan. 8. 


« We arrived here ſafe and well, 
and are at this moment with Mr. 
Mouron, to whoſe houſe we came 
laſt night. At the inſtant of my 
writing to you, the magiſtrates are 
buly in preparing a patent to make 
me a citizen of Calais. 
ſingular honour, they have added 
that of ſending me the wine of the 
city, a compliment paid only to 
royalty, and inviting me to a public 
dinner. I cannot expreſs my feel- 
ings on thoſe marks of favour, 
which honour me far more highly 
than my feeble efforts have de- 
ſerved. | 
„Mr. le commandant, who had 
ſo politely attended our arrival, and 
made the gates of the city to be 
opened to us, has behaved in a man- 
ner not leſs flattering. They drew 
out their cannon to ſalute us imme- 
diately on our appearing above the 
French coaſt; and I can ſcarcely 
finiſh this ſhort billet, ſo eager are 


(7]3 they 


To this 


* 
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they to felicitate/me on an event 
which has doubtleſs been attended 
with much danger; for we were 
two hours on the ſea, and had never 


reached hither, but by firipping our- 


ſelves of all our clothes. By the 
next poſt I will give you a more 
exact and circumſtantial detail. 
| „ am, Ke. | 


% BLANCHARD.” 


* 
r 


* 


Reſolutions and Addreſ to the People 


of Ireland, by ihe {riſh Delegates, 


T he following AUTHENTICPAPER 
bas been publiſhed by the IRISH 
Cox RES, /auce their laſt Aa- 


gournment. 


National Aſſembly of Delegates, 
for promoting a more equal re- 
_ preſentation of the people in par- 
liament, held in Dublin on 
Thuriday, the 20th of January, 


1785, and from thence conticued 


till Friday, the 4th of February 
following, purſuant to adjourn— 


ment from the 27th of Octobcr, 


1794: 


of the ſubjects of Great Britain and 


Ireland conjointly. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is 
the opinion of this aſſembly, that 
the expreſſions of affe ionate regard 
and common intereſt between the 
two kingdoms, contained in faid 
addreis, demand grateful applauſe, 
and the kindeſt acknowledoments 
on the part of the people of Ireland; 
and that it appears to be the with 


of the people of Ireland, and equal- 
ly for the advantage of both king- 


doms, that ſuch ſentiments of mu- 
tual ſtiendſhip fhould be univer- 
ſally cheriſhed between the two 
countries, | | 
Reſolved therefore unanimouſly, 
That a copy of the above reſolutions 
be tranſmitted to the ſaid ſociety, as 
a token cf the grateful and brotherly 
regards towards them, entertained 
by the aſſembly of Delegates, ap- 
pointed for the promoting a parlia- 
mentary reform in Ireland. 
_ Reſolved unanimouſly, That a 
ſufficient number of copies of the 
following addreſs be printed, and 
that the ſame be publiſhed in Great 
Britain and Ireland. | 
Refoived unanimouſly, That our | 


Motion being made and ſe- 
conded, That printed paper, 
entitled, A Third Addreſs from 
the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation, to the People of Great 
Britain and Ireland,” be now read; 


prefident have power to convene th13 
aſſembly prior to the day of acjourin- 
ment, if occaſion {hall require. | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the 
thanks of this aſſembly be given to 


and the queſtion being put, and car- 
ried unanimouſly in the affirmative, 


the ſame was read accordingly. 


_ Reſolved unanimouſly, I'hat the 
ſaid addreſs, as relating to a parlia- 
mentary reform, comes properly 


within the conſideration of this aſ- 
ſembly, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the 


ſaid addreſs appears to be intended 
to promote and defend the rights 
5 1 


our worthy preſident, William Shar- 
man, eſq; for his very upright, able, 
and fpirited conduct in the chair, 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the 
thanks of this aſſembly be given to 
Simon Iſaac, eſq; our worthy mem- 
ber, for his very proper and 1mpar- 
tial conduct as chairman of the com- 
mittee. | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the 
thanks of this aſſembly be given t0 


our worthy member, John Talbot 


Aſhenhurſt, 


— wo TD. pe 


Aſhenhurſt, eſq. for acting as ſecre- 
tary, and for his proper conduct and 
attention to this aſſembly. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That this 
aſſembly do now adjourn till Wed- 
neſday, the 2oth of April next, then 
to meet in Dublin. 


Jo tbe PEOPLE of IRELAND, 
WE, the aſſembly of delegates, 


for promoting a parliamentary re- 
form, have deiiberated with care, 
and with the warmelt zeal, upon the 
ſubje&s referred to our conſidera- 
tion. We have, therefore, content- 
ed ourſelves for the preſent, with 
conſidering and reducing into ſome 
order the materials which we have 
hitherto been able to collect, leav- 
ing to a future meeting the proba- 
bility of affording further liguts, 
conſcious at the ſame time how much 


muſt be referred to parliament. 


Continue to cheriſh an affection- 
ate attachment to Is majeſty, and a 
rehance on his paternal attention to 
the liberties of his ſubjects, truſting 
that his majeſty's councils, and the 
wiſdom of parliament, will deviie 
ſome effectual means to gratify the 
wiſhes of a peaceable and loyal 
people, | 

Perſevere in a due reſpect to the 
authority of the laws, and the dig- 
nity of the legiſlature. 

Encourage thoſe kind ſentiments 


of affection to Great Britain, Which 


already animate this country, and 
which ought to ſubſiſt between aſſo- 
clates in the cauſe of freedom. 
urn your attention to thoſe 
grievances which have callcd forth 
tie voice, and awakened the exer- 
tions of Great Britain; and remem- 
ber, that this country labours under 


-2 more enormous and complicated 


ulurpation. 
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Your right to a controul over 
your repreientatives, by frequency 
of election, has been infringed.— 
Oaths are multiplied upon electors, 
whilſt the conſciences of the elected 


are left at large. Your counties 


groan under ariſtocratic combiaa- 
tions; and, even if they were tree, 
their members compoſe but a fifth, 
whilſt a few iodividuals nominate a 
large majority of the repreſentative 
body. The freedom of your cities 
has been undermined by perveriion 
of their charters; and their inde- 
pendence is oppretied by a multi- 
tude of fraudulent electors. Places 
and pen ons are the rewards of apoſ- 
tacy. Your boroughs are become 
the property of individuals, which 
they notoriouſly barter for pain, 
and a price is thus {et on the rights 
of a people. 


If theſe enormities be not cor- 
rected, the houſe of commons may in 


time become ſo degraded by vena- 

lity, and disfigured by innovation, 
. 7 , 93 o 6 * 

that the bet ad miniſtration may find 

corruption a necciſary engine of go- 

vernment. The rapacity of your 


repreſentatives may prey upon the 


earnings of your induſtry. The 
protectors of your nghts may receive 


the wages of treachery. Ihe trui- 


tees oi the people may become the 
partiſans of factious nobles. The 
prerogative of the crown and the hi- 
berty of the ſubject may be equally 
overwhelmed, aud the houſe of com- 
mons may at length ceaie to be the 
repreſcntanve of the people. 

Ve conjure you to leck back to 


the glory of your foimer ſucceſſes; 
and we tolemnly remind you, that 


the ſacred honuur of the nation 1s 
pledged for the attainment of a par- 
liamentary reform; without that, 
the accompliſhment of this great 

[7] 4 object, 
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object, your commercial intereſts, are 
inſecure, and the independence of 
your legiſlature but a name. 


You have ſent us to conſult upon 


the means of redreſſing your griev- 
ances. We have told you the pro- 
greſs of our deliberations, we exhort 
you to recollect, that upon your- 
ſelves depends the completion of 
your wiſhes. Shun the extremes of 
temerity and indolence. Keep alive 
the ſpirit, but let prudence regulate 
the activity of your zeal. Believe, 
for you feel it, that patriotiſm ex- 
iſts; be warned, but rot ſeduced, 
by the example of thoſe who have 
uſurped your rights ; nor think that 


the dignity of conſtitutional aſſem- 


blies can be degraded by the mock- 
ery of men who add inſult to op- 


preſſion. Reward with your favour, 


and encourage wich your confidence, 
thoſe who have ſtood forward in 


your cauſe, from the threats of un- 


conſtitutional power, which endea- 
vours to {ſubdue the unconquerable 
ſpirit of a free people. Informed of 
what the laws permit, neither tranſ- 


greſs their bounds, nor diftruit their 


protection. Lawyers may cavil 
about forms, but your rights are un- 
alienable, and redreſs is in your 
power. Cunning, cabal, and vio- 
lence, are oppoted to prudence, 
union, and perſeverance. Time 
{hall lead us to ſucceſs, and we ſhall 
wear thoſe honours well which we 
ſhall have obtained by honourable 
exertions.— This ſtruggle for their 
liberties will inform che minds, and 
fortify the hearts of Iriſimen; and 


when they ſhall have obtained, they 


will have ſenſe to perceive and re- 
ſolution to preſerve the bleſfings of 
a tree conſtitution,— Teach poſte- 

rity, that temper and firmneſs can 
produce what in other countries has 
been accompliſhed by blogd.—Per- 


ſevere therefore, unleſs you would 
be the mockery of the world, and 
would have your triumph of yeſter. 
day become the reproach of to-day, 
W. SHARMAN, Preſident, 


J. T. ASHENHURST, Sec. 


ew 


— 


Particulars relative to the unfortunate 
Death of M. Pilaire du Rofiere, 
and M. Romain, who periſped from 
their Balioon's taking Fire, while 
they were at the Height of three- 
Ffourths of a Mie from the Harib. 


Wedneſday, June 15th. 

A BALLOON was launched 
from Boulogne, in France, 
which took vp Monſieur Pilatre du 
Roſiere, and another gentleman: 
when they were at an amazing 
height, the balloon took fire, burnt 
the cords by which the car was ſuſ- 
pended, and the above gentlemen 
were daſhed to pieces in a manner 

too thocking to mention. 


Extract of a letter 10 Mr. Fector, at 
Dover, dated Boulogne, June 15, 
1785. | | 


« As you will naturally be deſi- 


rous to know the particulars of the 
unhappy fate of our two acronauts, 
who periſhed this morning, you 
may depend on the following, of 
which I was an eye-witneſs. 

« At a quarter paſt ſeven they 


| aſcended, and for the firſt twenty 


minutes appeared to take the bell 
poſſible direction; when, for a few 
ſeconds, they appeared ſtationary; 
then took a direction to the left, to- 
wards Portee; then a contrary di- 
rection, and at about three quarters 
of a mile's height the whole was in 
flames, from the fire of the Mont- 
golfer, and fell with incredible ve- 
locity on Huitmille Warren, mm 


the two unfortunate adventurers were 
found, inſtantly on their fall, Pi- 
latre with his thighs both broke, 
and a violent contuſion on his 
breaſt ; he was dead before his de- 
ſeent, apparently. Romain had 
both his legs broken, and moſt of 
his limbs disjointed, but breathed 
for ſome moments, and uttered the 
exclamation, O Fe/a and inſtantly 
expired. 

« Excuſe me; the ſubject has ſo 
affected me, that I can ſay no more. 
There were faggots and ſtaves all 
round the gallery, and the fire ac- 
tually blew about the gallery at the 
moment of their aſcenſion. The 


: whole ſcene laited about fifty mi- 


autes,?? 


The unfortunate M. Pilatre de 


Roſiere, was the perſon that ven- 
tured firſt to ſail through the unex- 
plored fields of air, in company with 
M. d*Arlande at Paris; it is a miſ- 
taken notion that M. Montgolfier 
firſt aſcended with a balloon; true 
It is, that he invented, but did not 
truſt himſelf with one off terra firma. 
About three months ago, a new 
Muſeum was opened at Paris, under 
the ſanction of the royal family and 
nobility of France, called Rohere's 
Muſeum, for, independent of his 
kill in aeroſtation, he was a man of 
extraordinary knowledge and ſci- 
ence; and his love and ardent de- 
fire of improving aeroſtation, may 
de ſaid to have been the cauſe of 
his death: his machine, a Carolo 
Montgolfier, was conſtructed in the 
tollewing method—in order to try a 
new experiment he made a ſmall 
balloon, filled with inflammable air, 
which he fixed topmoſt, ſuſpended 
to which was an enormous Mont- 
golfier (a balloon of rarified air) to 
lupply which, he was obliged to 
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its aſcenſion an aſtoniſhing ſpec- 


carry up a fire ſuſpended to that as 
well as the gallery, which was the 
cruel cauſe of the very melancholy 
diſaſter; the whole apparatus was 
above 70 feet high, and formed in 


tacle. 
It ſeems agreed that they came 
down to the ground alive, notwith- 
ſtanding the altitude, and the re- 
ceived opinion of the probability of 
the contrary, for they fell in a per- 
pendicular poſition, as it proved in 
the dreadful fractures of their legs, 
from the violent concuſſion on the 
ground. Beſides, a man who was 
working in a field, heard Monſ. 
de Romain ſay ſomething in his de- 
ſcent through a ſpeaking trumpet, 
but what, he could not tell. In 
the hiſtory of human calamities and 
tragical events, one can ſcarcely be 
produced more truly ſhocking, more 
awfully impreſſive than this. - Ro- 
ſiere's fate is lamented by every 
one here, as he conciliated the af- 
fections of all by the urbanity and 
elegance of his manners; he was a 
icholar and a ſcientific character, 
and high in favour with the king of 
France. His mutilated remains, 
with thoſe of his companion, were 
interred a few hours after the acci- 
dent, at the village near which they 
loſt their lives.—A doctrinal leſſon 
in their fate is held out to thoſe who 
may in future be tempted to ſuch 
uſeleſs atchievements, of no benefit 
to mankind or themſelves. Let 
ſuch, when they conceive the idea 
of navigating an element, never 
intended to be ſo by man, remem- 
ber the fate of Icarus and Phaeton, 
but more ſo the real fall of Pilatre 
de Roßere! 
E PIT AFP HE. 
Cy git le brave De Roxier, 
Jui dun ballon, fut le premier, 
| Diriger 
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object, your commercial intereſts, are 
inſecure, and the independence of 
your legiſlature but a name. 

You have ſent us to conſult upon 
the means of redrefſing your griev- 
ances, We have told you the pro- 
greſs of our deliberations, we exhort 
you to recollect, that upon your- 
ſelves, depends the completion of 
your wiſhes. Shun the extremes of 
temerity and indolence, Keep alive 
the ſpirit, but let prudence regulate 
the activity of your zeal. Believe, 


for you feel it, that patriotiſm ex- 


iſts; be warned, but not ſeduced, 
by the example of thoſe who have 
uſurped your rights ; nor think that 
the dignity of conſtitutional aflem- 
blies can be degraded by the mock- 
ery of men who add inſult to op- 


preſſion. Reward with your favour, 


and encourage with your confidence, 
thoſe who have ſtood forward in 
your Cauſe, from the threats of un- 
conſtitutional power, which endea- 
vours to ſubdue the unconquerable 
ſpirit of a free people. informed of 
what the laws permit, neither tranſ- 
greſs their bounds, nor diſtruſt their 
protection. Lawyers may cavil 
about forms, but your rights are un- 
alienable, and redreſs is in your 
power. Cunning, cabal, and vio- 
Jence, are oppoted to prudence, 
union, and perſeverance. Time 
ſhall lead us to ſucceſs, and we ſhall 
wear thoſe honours well which we 
ſhall have obtained by hcnourable 


exertions.— This ſtruggle for their 


hberties will inform the minds, and 
fortify the hearts of Iriſumen; and 
when they ſhall have obtained, they 
will have ſenſe to perceive and re- 
ſolution to preſerve the bleſſings of 
a free conſtitution.— Teach poſte- 
rity, that temper and firmneſs can 
produce what in other countries has 


been accompliſhed by blood. Per- 


ſevere therefore, unleſs you would 
be the mockery of the world, and 
would have your triumph of yeſter. 
day become the reproach of to- day. 
W. SHARMAN, Preſident, - 
J. T. ASHENHURST,, Sec. 


* 


———— 


Particulars relative to the unfortunate 
Death of M. Pilaire du Rofeere, 
and M. Romain, who periſped from 

* . y 7 o . . 
their Balioon's taking Fire, while 
they avere al the Height of three- 

Ffourths of a MNiie from the Harib. 


NM edneſday, June loth, 

A BALLOON was launched 
from Boulogne, in France, 
which took up Monſieur Pilatre du 
Roſiere, and another gentleman: 


when they were at an amazing 


height, the balloon took fire, burnt 


the cords by which the car was ſuſ. 


pended, and the above gentlemen 
were daſhed to pieces in a manner 
too thocking to mention. 


Extract of a letter to Mr. Fector, at 


Dower, dated Boulogne, June 15, 

1785. | 

« As you will naturally be deſi- 
rous to know the particulars of tie 


unhappy fate of our two acronauts, | 


who periſhed this morning, you 
may depend on the following, of 
which I was an eye-witnels. 

„At a quarter paſt ſeven they 
aſcended, and for the firſt twenty 


minutes appeared to take the belt 


poſſible direction; when, for a few 
ſeconds, they appeared ſtationary; 
then took a direction to the left, to- 
wards Portee; then a contrary di- 


rection, and at about three quarters 


of a mile's height the whole was in 
flames, from the fire of the Mont- 
golfer, and fell with incredible ve - 


locity on Huitmille Warren, _ 


the two unfortunate adventurers were 
fund, inſtantly on their fall, Pi- 
Jatre with his thighs both broke, 
and a violent contuſion on his 
breaſt ; he was dead before his de- 
ſcent, apparently. Romain had 
both his legs broken, and moſt of 
his limbs disjointed, but breathed 
for ſome moments, and uttered the 
exclamation, O Fe/u ! and inſtantly 
expired. 

_« Excuſe me; the ſubject has ſo 
affected me, that I can ſay no more. 
There were faggots and ſtaves all 
round the gallery, and the fire ac- 
tually blew about the gallery at the 
moment of their aſcenſion. The 
whole ſcene laited about fifty mi- 
nutes.“ | | 


The unfortunate M. Pilatre de 
Roſiere, was the perſon that ven- 
tured firſt to ſail through the unex- 
plored fields of air, in company with 
M. d' Arlande at Paris; it is a miſ- 
taken notion that M. Montgolfier 
firſt aſcended with a balloon; true 


it is, that he invented, but did not 


truſt himſelf with one off terra firma. 
About three months ago, a new 
Muſeum was opened at Paris, under 
the ſanction of the royal family and 
nobility of France, called Roſiere's 
Muſeum, for, independent of his 


kill in aeroſtation, he was a man of 


extraordinary knowledge and ſci- 
ence; and his love and ardent de- 


fire of improving aeroſtation, may 


be ſaid to have been the cauſe of 
his death: his machine, a Carolo 
Montgolfier, was conſtructed in the 
tollewing method—in order to try a 
new experiment he made a ſmall 
balloon, filled with inflammable air, 
which he fixed topmoſt, ſuſpended 
to which was ap enormous Mont- 
golfier (a balloon of rarified air) to 
lupply which, he was obliged to 
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well as the gallery, which was the 


carry up a fire ſuſpended to that as 


cruel cauſe of the very melancholy 
diſaſter; the whole apparatus was 
above 70 feet high, and formed in 
its aſcenſion an aſtoniſhing ſpec- 
tacle. | 
It ſeems agreed that they came 
down to the ground alive, notwith- 
ſtanding the altitude, and the re- 
ceived opinion of the probability of 
the contrary, for they fell in a per- 
pendicular poſition, as it proved in 
the dreadful fractures of their legs, 
from the violent concuſſion on the 
ground. Beſides, a man Who was 
working in a field, heard Monſ. 
de Romain ſay ſomething in his de- 
ſcent through a ſpeaking trumpet, 
but what, he could not tell. In 
the hiſtory of human calamities and 
tragical events, one can ſcarcely be 
produced more truly ſhocking, more 
awfully impreſſive than this. - Ro- 
ſiere's fate is lamented by everx 
one here, as he conciliated the af- 
fections of all by the urbanity and 
elegance of his manners; he was a 
ſcholar and a ſcientific character, 
and high in favour with the king of 
France, His mutilated remains, 
with thoſe of his companion, were 
interred a few hours after the acci- 
dent, at the village near which they 
loſt their lives. -A doctrinal leſſon 
in their fate is held out to thoſe who 
may in future be tempted to ſuch 
uſeleſs atchieve ments, of no benefit 
to mankind or themſelves. Let 
ſuch, when they conceive the idea 
of navigating an element, never 
intended to be ſo by man, remem- 
ber the fate of Icarus and Phaeton, 
but more ſo the real fall of Pilatre 
de Roſiere! 5 | 
E PIT AP: H-E. 
Cy git le brave De Roxier, 
Jui d'un ballon, fut le premier, 
Diriger 
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FREE TRANSLATION OF THE 
ABOVE. 


Sacred to thee, Roſiere, this ſtone, 

Who firſt th' advent'rous art 
eſlay'd, 15 

To rule at will the ſwift balloon, 

Amidſt the ambient air dif. 

play'd; 5 N 

When from Peath's ſtore a cruel dart 

was ſent, 


To make thy Aeroſtaut thy Mo- 


nument ! 


M. Pilatre de Roſiere was in Eng- 
land a fortnight ago, and dined at 
lord Orford's, at Blackheath, in 
company with Mr. Blanchard, on 
the King's birth-day, and he left 
London With the Marquis de la M ai- 
ſonfort, whom he find promiſed 
ſhould accompany him in his expe- 
dition acroſs the channel; but on 
his arrival at Boulogne, M. Romain 
inſiſted on a prior promiſe of aſ- 
cending with him, ard thus the 
Marquis may thank his better ſtars 
that he has eſcaped this horrible diſ- 
aſter. A monument has been erect- 
ed by the king of France's order, 
on the ſpot where M. Roſiere de- 
ſcended in his firſt expedition, and 
wie hear another monument is to be 
erected at Boulogne, in memory of 
this too cruel cataſtrophe. _ 
M. Pilatre de Roſiere aſcended 
with different balloons in the pre- 
- ſence of the kings of France and 
Sweden, emperor of Germany, and 
prince Henry of Pruſſia, and it was 
his intention, on his arrival in Eng- 
land, after croſſing the ſea, to have 
made ſeveral experiments in Lon- 
don. He was a gentlemen of con- 
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Diriger la marche rapide; 

TI fut heureux ; il fut content ; 
Mais maintenant la mort avide 

Du ballon fait ſon monument. 


ſiderable fortune, and very much 


eſteemed by the ſcientific all over 


Europe. | 
M. Pilatre de Roſiere was born in 
Franche Compte. He was placed 


as an apprentice to an apothecary, 


from whom he ſoon ran away to 
Paris, finding his genius ſuperior to 
ſo retired a ſituation. He com- 
menced the ſtudy of natural philo. 
phy and phyſic, and, having ac- 
quired reputation, became an ob- 
ject of royal attention, and was ho- 
noured by the king's commands to 
make the firlt aſcent in a Montgol- 
fier, conſtructed by the order, and 


Hat the expence of his majeſty.— 
He ſucceeded to his wiſh, and ob- 


tained a very handſome penſion, and 
ſeveral honourable and lucrative 
employments. The king having 
ſuggeſted a wiſh that he ſhould croſs 
the channel from Boulogne, he re- 
paired to that place in the winter, 
and conſtructed a balloon at his ma- 
jeſty's expence.— He had waited at 
that place ſeveral months for a fa- 


vourable wind, and there fell n © 


love with a young lady (a Miss 


Dyer, a great fortune in Yorkſhire) 


ſent from England to learn the 
French language, and very lately 


returned home, His apprebenſion 


that her charms might produce the 
ſame effect in England induced him 
immediately to follow her, and he 
obtained the approbation of her 
friends, who, on enquiry, finding 
the connection would be advanta- 
geous and honourable, conſented it 
mould take place immediately on 
his return to England. Every ten- 


der mind muſt partake of the diſ- 


treſs this poor young lady will feel 
from ſo horrid a cataſtrophe, when it 

comes to her knowledge. 
The unfortunate Pilatre de Ro- 
ſiere, a few days previous to his late 
: departure 


"wont Who ©, wwe Pr. 
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departure for F rance, ſat for his 


portrait to Ruſſell, by which cir- 
cumſtance a very ftriking likeneſs 
is preſerved of that celebrated phi- 
loſopher. 


Extracts from Dr. Burney's Account 
of the Commemoration of Handel, 


in May 1784. 


cc A* the general rehearſal in 

the abbey“, more than 500 
perſons got admiſſion, in ſpite of 
every endeavour to prevent it. 
This ſuggeſted the idea of turning 
the eagerneſs of the public to ſome 
profitable account for the charity, 
by fixing the price of admiſſion at 
half a guinea each perſon, The 


pleaſure and aſtoniſhment of the 


audience at the great effeQs of this 
firſt experiment, were not without 
their uſe; for the public in general] 
did not manifeſt much eagerneſs in 


ſecuring tickets until after this re- 


hearſal, Friday May 21, which was 
reported to have aſtoniſhed even 
the performers themſelves. But the 
undertaking became fo intereſting 
by this favourable rumour, and the 
demand for tickets ſo great, that it 
was found neceſlary to cloſe the ſub- 
ſeription; which was done ſo rigo- 
rouſly, that Dr. Burney, on Mon- 
day 24th, could not obtain of the 
managers tickets of any kind, on 
any terms, for ſome friends, who 


had neglected to give in their names 


ſooner. _ 

So many families and individuals 
were attracted to the capital, that 
the town was never ſo full ſo late in 


the year, except at the coronation. | 


* 


As the commemoration of Handel is now intended to return annually, and. 


Many of the performers came un- 
ſolicited, from the remoteſt parts of 
the kingdom, at their own expence. 

Foreigners, 
French, muſt have been aſtoniſhed 


at ſo numerous a band, moving in 


ſuch exact meaſure, without the aſ- 
ſiſtance of a Coryphæus to beat time. 
Rouſſcau ſays, that “ the more 
time is beaten, the leſs it is kept.“ 
Certain it is, that the fury of the 
miſſical general encreafing with the 
coufuſion of his troops, he becomes 
more violent, and his geſticulations 
more ridiculous, in proportion to 
their diſorder. The celebrated 
Lulli may be ſaid to have beat him- 
ſelf to death; for in regulating 


with his cane a Te Deum, for the re- 


covery of Lewis XIV. in 1686, he 
wounded his foot in ſo violent a 
manner, that it mortified, and he 
expired at the age of fifty- four. 

This is the firſt inſtance of any 
numerous band performing without 
the aſſiſtance of a manu-dudor to 
regulate the meaſure. The totality 
of ſound ſeemed to proceed from one 
voice and one inſtrument. 

Theſe effects will be long remem- 
bered by the preſent public, per- 
haps to the diſad vantage of all other 
choral performances; run the riſk 
of being doubted by all but thoſe 
Who heard them; and the preſent 
deſcription of being pronounced 


fabulous, ſhould it ſurvive the pre- - 
ſent generation. 


The Five Performances. 
Dr. Burney, in remarking on the 
firſt days performance, ſays, ſuch 
ſtillneſs reigned, as perhaps never 


happened before in ſo large an aſ- 


as the years 1784 and 5 have fo nearly reſembled each other, both with refpect to 
the muſic and the induſtry of the performers, we ſhall give this one account as 


or both, 


ſembly, 


particularly the 
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ſembly ; and the midnight hour was 
never ſounded in more perfect tran- 
_ quillity, than every note of theſe 
compoſitions. Durivg his travels 
in Europe, he never obſerved ſo 
much curioſity excited, attention be- 
ſtowed, or fatisfation glow, in the 
countenances of thoſe preſent, as on 
this occaſion. The effects were ſuch 
as modern times have never be fore 
experienced. The choral power of 
harmonic combinations affected ſome 
to tears and fainting ; while others 
were melted and enrapt by the ex- 
quiſite fweetneſs of ſingle ſounds. 
When the doctor happened to turn 
his eyes from the performers, he 
ſaw nothing but tears of extaſy, and 
looks of wonder and delight. 


At the ſecond performance at the 


Pantheon, the audience were nei- 
ther ſo attentive, nor ſo willing to be 
pleaſed, as at the abbey; though 
the band this night conſiſted of two 
hundred of the molt ſelect perform- 
ers, with the addition of Signor Pac- 
chlierotti. . | 

On the third day, when Mara was 
performing the affecting air with 
which the third part of the Mefliah 
15 opened, there was no eye within 


Pr. Burney's view which did not 


« Silently a gentle tear let fall.“ 


At the rehearſal of the fourth per- 
formance, upwards of 800 paid half 
a guinea each for admiſſion. 

During the fourth performance, 
at the ſecond ſtrain in the chorus in 
Eſther, Earth trembles,“ &c. 
there is a grandeur of exprefiion and 
effect, which, as it was the firſt time 
Dr. Burney had heard it performed, 
acted on his feelings in a very un- 
common manner. 5 


The company on the fifth day 
ſeemed of a higher claſs than had 


yet appeared. In this performance, 


when the whole chorus from each 
ſide of the orcheſtra, joined by all 
the inſtruments, burſt out, «He is 
the King of Glory;“ the effect was 
ſo admirable, that tears came into 
the eyes of ſeveral of the perform. 
ers; nelther was this effect ſuperk. 
cial, or confined to the orcheſtra, 

ror accuracy of execution, and 
grandeur of effect, the three laſt 
performances merited ſtill warmer 
praiſe than the two firſt, 


Extract from Count Benincaſa's o 


Letter to Dr. Burney. 


« I ſhall long have before my 
eyes that beautiful temple, whole 
pointed vaults aſcend to Heaven; 
that immenſe crowd of the moſt 
beautiful and wealthy inhabitants 
af the firſt city in the univerſe; 


the intereſting ſpectacle of a royal 


family, whoſe beauty charms, and 
whoſe goodneſs captivates, every 


eye and heart; and that prodigious | 


orcheſtra, which never before had 
exiſtence on the earth; and which, 
by its admirable arrangement, ſeem- 


ed, like muſic itſelf, to deſcend from 
the tkies, 


e Since the inexhauſtible riches 
and variety of harmony were firlt 


diſplayed, I believe that it has not 


been poſlible, till now, to aſſemble 


upwards of 500 muſicians; and, 


Which is ſtill more extraordinary, 
without impeding, by their number, 
the moſt accurate and finiſhed exe- 
cution,?? , 8 


* Count Benincaſa is a Venetian nobleman, whoſe authority in the muſical 


world ſtands very high, 


Though 
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Though upwards of 500 muſicians 
were employed in the Meſſiah, yet 
ſuch is the muſical ſtrength of this 
country, that it could have furniſh- 
ed an equal number for the ottter 
end of the abbey, with Giardini, 
Barthelemon, Salomon, &c. &c. at 
their head. | 


Fund far decayed Muficians, and their 
Families. 

Dr. Burney, in an appendix, gives 
an account of the Muſical Fund, in- 
ſtituted in 1738, for the ſupport of 
decayed muticians and their fami- 

* | 

Previouſly to the grand acceſſion 
cf the commemoration money, the 
ſociety had been honoured with but 
few benefactions. In 1758, Mr. 
Rojere, a profeſſional ſubſcriber, 


bequeathed to it 1001.; in 1760, 


Mr, Waldron ditto 501.; in 1782, 
Mr. Mathias, a merchant and ho- 
norary ſubicriber, 501.; but the chief 
bequeſt was from Handel, who left 
the ſociety 1000 1. 

The ſociety, in 45 years, accu- 
mulated a capital of 12,0001. South 
Sea annuities and three per cents, 


belides paying their indigent bre- 


thren and their families 24,814 1. 
148. The ſociety pays at preſent 


65 J. 16s. 8 d. a month, or 79ol. a 


year, 


The commemoration has increaſ- 


ed the capital to 22,0001, South 
Sea annuities and three per cents; 


which aſcertains an income of 6781. _ 


a year, excluſive of benefit or ſub- 
ſeriptions. 5 5 8 


State of Money received, in conſequence 
of the Five Commemcration Muft- 
cal Performances. From Dr. Bur- 
ney's Account. 


| Received the firſt 
day at Weſtminſter- 


abbey, Wedneſday, 
May 26, 1784 — 

Second perform- 
ance in the Pantheon, 


Thurſday, May 27 


Third pertorm- 
ance in the abbey, 
Saturday, May 29 

Fourth perform- 


_ ance, Thurſ. June 3 


Fifth performance, 
Saturday, June 5 

At three ſeveral re- 
hearſals in Weſtmin- 
ſter-abbey and Pan- 


His Majeſty's moſt 
gracious donation 

By ſale of printed 
books of the words 


2966 5 o 
1690 10 0© 
2626 1 0 
1603 7 © 
$115 47. @ 
944 17 10 
325 0.0 
202 15 © 


Whole receipts 12,730 12 


* 


Difpurſement of Sums expended and 
appropriated 19 Charitable Par- 


PoJes. 


To Mr. james 
Wyatt, for building 
in the abbey and the 
Pantheon — 

Mr. Aftley, for 
payment of the band, 
& ce. — — 

Rent and illumi- 


nation of the Pan- 


theon — — 
Advertiſing in 
town and country pa- 
pers — 


Printing books of 
the words — 


Door-keepers = 
Uſe of the organ 
High and petty 
conſtables — 
Gratifications — 


Engraving cheques 


1969 12 
1976 17 
156 16 
236 19 
289 2 
102 1 
100 0 
100 5 
1 
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and tickets, ſtriking ſide; Mr. Hackwood, left ſide, 
medals, drawings, and zo aſſiſtants. * SY” 


guards, porters, and | 
ſundry incidents 351 
To the ſociety for 1 
decayed muſicians 
To the Weſtmin- 
ſter hoſpital — 
In the hands of 


| Redmond Simpſon, 


hi, Dance, and 5o aſſiſtants. 52 


ment, 
cepted 


ſab-treaiurer, to an- 


ſwer ſubſequent de- 


mands — 286 6 6 


Whole diſburſe- 


Crrors E- Gn 


REDMOND SIMPSON. 


Lis r of the DiRE<CTORSs. 


Earl of Exeter. 
Earl of Uxbridge. 
Earl of Sandwich. 
Sir W, W. Wynne, bart. 
Sir Richard Jebb, bart. 


ASSISTANT DIRECTORS, 


Dr. Benjamin Cooke. 
Dr. Samuel Arnold. 
Red. Simpſon, eſq. 
T. 8. Dupuis, eſq. 
Mr. John Jones. 
Mr. Theo. Aylward. 
Mr. Wm. Parſons. 
Mr. Edward Ayrton. | 
ConpucrTor, Joah Bates, eſq. 


The Allowing i is a Liſt of the prin- 


cipal Performers. 


INSTRUMENTAL. 
Firſt violins. — Meſſ. Hay, 
Cramer, Richards, and 46 aſ- 
fiſtants. — 
Second violins. Mes. Borg- 


Tenors. — Mr. Napier, right 


— 12,730 12 10 


e 


Oboes.—Meff. Vincent, Fiſ- 
cher, Eiffert, 1 and 8 af. 
ſiſtants. | — 12 

Second oboes. —Meſſ: Artes, | 
Corniſh, and 12 aſſiſtants. — 14 

PFlutes. Mr. Buckley, and 6 
more. — 

Violoncellos. — Meſſ. Crof.. 
dill, Cervetto, Paxton, Mara, 
and 26 aſſiſtants. _ — 30 

Baſſoons. — Meſſ. Baumgar- 
ten, Hogg, Lyon, Parkinſon, 
and 21 aſſiſtants. —— — 2 

D. Baſſoon.— Mr. Aſhley. 
D. Baſſes.—Meſſ. Gariboldi, 
Rd. Sharp, Clagget, Paſquali, 
and 14 aſſiſtants. _ — 18 

Trumpets.—Mef, Sergeant, 
Jenkins, Vinicomb, and 11 aſ- 
ſiſtants. — 14 

Trombones. — Mef. Zinck, 


f Miller, and Neibuker _ 


Horns,—Mr. «FOES; and 11 


more — 12 


Drums. Mr. Nele, 160 3 1 
more. Ts —— 4 
D. Drums. —M.  Aſhbridge 


VOCAL PERFORMERS. 


Cantos. Madam Mara, Miſs 
Harwood, Cantelo, Abrams, S. 
Abrams, Sign. Bartolini, Pac- 


chierotti, 1 15 aſſiſtants. 22 


Altos. — Reverend M. Clark, 


Meſl. * N and 48 


aſſiſtants. — 51 
Tenors. — Met Harriſon, 
Norris-Oxford, Corſe- Saliſbury, 
and 63 aſliſtants. — 66 
Baſſes. — Meſſ. Champnels, 
Reinhold, Sign. Taſca, Mr. 


Matthews, and 65 aſüſtants. 69 


— — 


Total of the band 482 


Wilt 
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Hel India Meeting, on the Iriſh 
Reſolutions, March g. 


T a meeting of the Weſt In- 
dia planters and merchants, 
convened about ten days ago, for 
the purpoſe of conſidering the pro- 
poſitions reſpecting the final com- 


mercial ſettlement with Ireland, it 


was determined that a committee 
mould be appointed, to take ſuch 
meaſures as ſhould appear to them 
beſt, for preventing any miſchiefs 
which might ariſe from the importa- 
tion of Weſt India produce through 
the medium of Ireland. A com- 
mittee was accordingly appointed *; 
who, at their firſt meeting reſolved, 
as the moſt reſpectful way of ob- 
taining information, that a depu- 
tation from them ſhould wait upon 
Mr. Pitt, to Know what regulations 
and reſtrictions he propoſed making, 
to prevent prejudice to their body. 
This deputation waited upon him, 
and were told that he had not form- 


ed any regulations in this buſineſs ; | 


but that he wiſhed to have ſuch as 
they could prepare. Accordingly, 


2 ſelect committee was directed to 


Te 


draw up ſuch regulations as they 
ſhould think beſt calculated to ef- 
fectuate the propoſed object; which 
ſub-oommittee, after conſidering the 
buſineſs for ſome time, came to a 
reſolution to the following effect: 

Firſt reſolution in the ſub-com- 
mittee of laſt Saturday. 


Reſolved, „That after the moſt 
deliberate and mature conſideration, 


this committee cannot ſuggeſt or 


point out any reſtrictions and regu- 
lations ſufficient, in their opinion, 
to prevent the pernicious effects 
which will ariſe from the importa- 
tion of Weſt India produce into 
Great Britain, chrough the medium 
of Ireland.“ 

This reſolution was reported to 
the ſtanding committee, who, after 
conſiderable debate, and long con- 
ſideration, agreed to it, and con- 
firmed it on Monday laſt, and of 
conſequence came to a reſolution to 
the following effect: 

Reſolved, “ That it is the opi- 
nion of this committee, that an 


humble petition from the Weſt 


India planters and merchants, ſhould 
be forthwith preſented to the houſe 
of commons, ſtating their alarms 
and apprehenſions on the ſubjeC of 
the commercial adjuſtment between 
Great Britain and Ireland; and 
praying that ſo much of the ſaid 
commercial adjuſtment, as propoſes 
to allow the importation of Weſt 
India produce, raw, or manufac- 
tured, from Ireland 
Britain, may not paſs into a law; 
but that the privilege of ſupplying 
her own markets with the produce 
of her own colonies, may be pre- 


ſerved inviolate to this county; and 


that the petitioners may, i neceſ- 


ſary, be permitted to be heard by 


The committee appointed by the general meeting of Weſt India planters 


and merchants, to attend the proceedings of pariiament in the Iriſh buſineſs, 


into Great 


and to propoſe neceflary regulations and rettrictions from time to time, to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, conſiſts of the twelve following perſons : viz. 

ord Penrhyn, member for Liverpool; Sir Thomas Charles Bunbury, late 
member for Suffolk ; Mr. Beckford, member for Arundel; Mr. Fuller, agent 
for Jamaica; Mr, Neave, governor of the Bank; Mr. B. Long, Mr. Bodding- 
ton, directors of the Bank; Mr. J. Hankey; Mr. Bryan Edwards; Mr. Ed- 
ward Long; Mr. Vaughan; and Mr, Spooner, 


counſel, 
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counſel, at the bar of the houſe, 
in ſupport of their ſaid petition,” 


March 18th. 


The following are the ſeveral Regu- 
luations and Reftrictions propejed by 
avay of Queries, to Mr. Piti, by the 
deputation from the Weft India 
bedy, on Sunday Morning laſt, the 
137%, with Mr. Pitt's Anjwers 
to them reſpectively, | 
It being the opinion of the gene- 
ral meeting of Weſt India planters 
and merchants, that the reſolutions 
of the Irifh houſe of commons will 
open the door for the clandeſtine 
importation of foreign Weſt India 
produce into Great Britain, unleſs 
proper regulations and reſtrictions 
are eſtabliſhed to prevent it; | 
The committee deputed by them 
to confer with Mr. Pitt on the ſub- 
ject, beg leave to ſubmit to his 
con ſideration the following queries, 


to which they requeſt the favour of 


his anſwer, that they may make a 
report to che general meeting for 
their concurrence. . 

I, Whether we may depend up- 
on having ſuch regulations for the 
Weſt Indies, as may be neceſlary 
to prevent the introduction of fo- 
reign Weſt India produce into and 
from our iſlands? 

Arſwer. Yes, as far as depends 
ufon Mr. Pitt, 4 | 

IT. Whether we may depend 
upon the Navigation Laws being 
complied with in Ireland reſpect- 
ing ſhips coming from the Iſlands, 
ſo that none but ſuch as are 60a 

| fide Britiſh or Iriſh, or made free ac- 
cording to the regulations in Great 
Britain for that purpoſe, be admitted 
into Ireland? 

Anſwer. The Navigation Act is 


the part of Great Britain, reſpect- 


already in force. Mr. Pitt has 30 
doubt that what new regulations 
may be neceſſary will be complied 
with, FF | 

IH. Whether we can depend on 
having the ſame regulations at the 
cuſtom-houſe in Ireland, as are in 
force in Great Britain, reſpecling 
certificates from the iſlands, and 
any other regulations that are 3. 
dopted or may be thought neceſſary 
for preventing the importation of 
foreign Weſt India produce into both 


countries:? 


Anſwer. Mr. Pitt will take care 
that effeftual meaſures ſhall be pro- 
poſed for that purpoſe. | 

I 


Whether we may depen 
on Britiſh and foreign Weſt India 
produce being at all times im- 
ported into Ireland upon duties re- 
ſpectively equal to thoſe paid in 
Great Britain; and that the laws 
in Ireland for theſe purpoſes ſhall 
be made permanent? 

Aniwer. He has ro reaſin io 
doubt of its being done. | 
V. Whether we can depend up- 


on the ſame regulations with reſpect 


to the export of refined ſugars from 


Ireland as from Great Britain, in 


order to prevent the ſmuggling 


of ſuch into Great Britain, after 


the bounty is obtained? And, 
VI. Whether we can depend 


upon Ireland adopting our regula- | 


tions now in force againſt ſmuggling 
veſſels ? 1 5 | 
Anſwer, He 7magines there will 


be no difficulty to either of the two 
above regulations. 


VII. Whether the above regu- 
lations cannot be made upon {ſuch 2 
footing, that any infraction of them 
taking place on the part of Ireland, 
the preſent conceſſions made on 


ing 


— bee 46 oo md ac Yd 4 — 


— 
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ing the Welt India trade, ſhall alſo 
become void? 


Anſwer. YES. 


—_— 
—_— — —ͤ— 


— 


The following Addireſi to the different 
trading T owns in Jrelana, was 
unanimorfly agreed 10 at a Meeting 
of the Council of the Chamber , 
Commerce of the City of Dublin, 


n Thurſday June the gib. 


HE council of the chamber of 
commerce of the city of Dub- 

lin, viewing with the moſt anxious 
apprehenſion twenty 
which have lately paſſed tne Britiin 
Houſe of Commons, relative to a 
commercial arrangement with this 
kingdom, and which appear to 
this council likely to affect in a very 
important degree the rights and 


intereſts of Ireland, take this pub- 


lic method of earneſtly recommend- 
ing to their brethren in the ſeveral 
trading towns and ports throughout 


Vol. XXVII. 


end that they may be prepared, as 


reſolutions may not be precipitated 


reſolutions, 


the kingdom, to loſe no time in 
taking tke ſaid reſolutions into the 
moſt ſerious conſideration, to the 


ſoon as poſhble, to lay their ſenti- 
ments thereon, in the molt reſpectful 
manner, before the parliament of 
Ireland, And the council take the 
hberty of ſuggeſting the propriety 
of immediate petitions to the houſe 
of commons, exprefiive cf the ear- 
neſt wiſhes of the merchants and 
traders of Ireland, that the ſaid 


through that honourable aſſembly ; 
and as every opportunity has been 
allowed to the merchants and ma- 
nufacturers of the ſiſter kingdom to 
urge their opinions to their repre- 
ſentatives, humbly intreating that 
equal opportunities may be given to 
thoſe of Ireland: and therefore moſt 
earneſtly praying that the ſaid reſo- 
lutions be not adopted during this 
ſeflion of parliament, 


can A GENE. 
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A GENERAL LIST 


OF 


THE 


DISEASES and CASUALTIES 


From DECEMBER 14, 1784, to DECEMBER 13, 1785, 
* 

DISEASES. Diabetes | Meaſles 20 CASUALTIES, 
Bortive andStill-|Dropſy 89 g Miſcarriage 5 BIT by a mad dog 
born 6600 Evil 8 Mortification 149 Broken Limbs 3 

Abſceſs 2 Fever, malignant Fe- Palſy 79 Bruiſed I 
Aged 1355 ver, Scarlet Fever, Pleuriſy 210 Burnt 12 
Ague 8 Spotted Fever, and Quinſy 60 Choaked 

Apoplexy and Sud-| Purples 2310 Raſh Drowned 101 
den 234 Fiſtula 6 Rheumatiſm 5 Exceſſive Drinking; 

Aſthma and Phthi - Flux 11 Rickets 1 Executed 32 

fic 336 French Pox 42 Riſing of the Lights 10 Found Dead 6 

Bed-ridden 11 Gout 82 Scald Head Frighted 1 

Bleeding 10|Grayel, Stone, and | Scurvy 5 Killed by Falls and 

Bloody Flux 4 Strangury 30 Small Pox 1999 ſeveral other Ac. 

Burſten and Rup-|Grief a\ Sore Throat 10] cidents 5 

ture 7| Head-Ach 3 Sores and Ulcers 4 Killed themſelves 51 

Cancer 40 Headmouldſhot, Hor-|St. Anthony's Fire 2 Murdered \1 

Canker | ſhoehead, and Wa-|Stoppage in the Sto-} Overlaid 

Chicken Pox ter in the Head 22 mach 7 Poiſoned 2 

Childbed 161 Jaundice 63 Surfeit Scalded 2 

Cholic, Gripes, twiſt- | Impoſthume 1 | Swelling 1 | Shot 1 

ing of the Guts 15 Inflammation 205 Teeth 398 | Smothered 2 
Cold 8 Itch Thruſh 65 Starved 4 

Conſumption 4569 Leproſy 3 Tympany _ | Suffocated 5 

Convulſions 4552| Lethargy 1 | Vomiting and Looſe- — 

Cough and Hooping-| Livergrown 3. neſs I Total 260 

Cough 194 | Lunatick 44 Worms 10 | 
3 Males 908 Males 9447 Increaſed in the Burials 
i Chriſtened 1133 8854 | Buried Females 496 this Year, 1091. 


Total Males and Females Chriſtened 17919,—Total Males and Females Buried 18919. 


Died under Two Vears 6177 
Between Two and Five 1626 


Five and Ten 
—Ten and Twenty 


Twenty and Thirty 1481 


— Thirty an 'orty 
—PForty and | ſty 1900 
716 — fifty and S'xry 1589 
653 | —Sixty and Seventy 1399 
| —Sevyenty and Eighty 1019 


1772 | —Eighty and Ninety 


454 
— Ninety and a Hundred 67 
A Hundred i 
A Hundred and One 

A Hundred and Three 


3 
1 
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The following authentic Extracts from the Corn- Regiſter are taken from 
Accounts collected from the Cuſtom-Houſe Books, and delivered to 
Mr, John James Catherwood, by Authority of Parliament. 


fn Account of the Quantities of all Corn and Grain perten from, and 
inported into England and Scotland, with the Bounties and Drawbacks 
paid, and the Duties received cherten, for one Year ended the 5th f 
January 1786. 


1785. 


Nr D. 


ENGLAND. 


Wheat 
Wheat Flour 
Rye = 
Barley - 
Malt . 

Oats » 
Oarmeal » 
Beans - 


Peaſe « 


— 


SCO TLAND. 


Wheat 
Wheat Flour 


Oatmeal 


Peaſe and Beans 


Malt 


1785. 


1 


ENGLAND. 


Vheat A 
Wheat Flour 
88 
Barley 5 
Vats' 5 


Vatmeal 8 


Beans 
Peaſe - 


ludan Corn 


+ 


i ET YI RT 


)) 


5 


| 


Britiſh. 
Quarters, 
65,213 


59.504 


12,492 
58,427 
91,042 
13.120 
. 493 

6,333 

6,432 


669 
911 


274 | 


] : 
0 | 
| 
} 


12,192 
4770 
4-949 
5,080 


450 
4.678 


Quarters, 


85,796 
11,778 

28.738 
63,666 

281.018 


| Foreign. [ 


Quarters. 


9116 
116 


397 


Z 108 \ 
| 160 


7 


M POR T E p. 
7 


[ . 


received. 
5. 


6,249 15 


314 


24 = 
| 2,399) | 


Bounties and 
Drawbacks paid. 


Le „ 


5 17 Of f Bo. 


207 1 6 Dr. 


3.848 8 10 Ba, 


- 


Duties 


d. 


1 
I ' 
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| I 8 » £ Duties 
SC OTLAND. | Quarters, ] received, 
Wheat = J)! ¼ apt tb 
Wheat Flour = . 1 
Rye - _- - 23 
Barley - - — 3. 546 1119 1 8 
— 37,081 | 
Oatmeal + e 
Peaſe and Beans 722 


The following is an account of the average prices of corn in England an 
Wales, by the ſtandard Wincheſter buſitel, for the year 1785. 


Wheat. Rye. I Barley. Oats. | Beans, 
* - FFV . . a, . Y 4. 
j ͤ 8 12 T0 
| N. B. © he prices of the fineſt and coarſeſt ſorts of grain generally exceed 
and reduce the average price as follows, viz. 


Wheat, Rye. Barley. Oats. Beans, 
rer buſhel, 6d. 3d. 3d. 3d. 4d. 


PARIS 


EAR 1 


TU FE 


n 


re 46 EE ties WH 


E = > — 
—— 
— 
— 1 


ö 


——— 
— A 


— 
＋ 
3 $15 + | 
SET | 15 Ee | ALS SI muouu 1323 . 
Zi 204 3 | he 19 —| — en wk 
5 . * 4 a= | 24 — — | + Ne 
ö 1 7 3 fg A 2 c 
- 895 li- 22 — 7 99.28/41 lg 169 6 — 
— 5 = | — | 2+ wal _ — fil — 1181048 bg | 19 34 2 1 e 2 
| i} — | 396 i} Evens #19} 225] -L — Feri £4 0869 {2 */£1 a0 qua — 
© os 1 2þ | —| 269] 7 1 —jigc! $ 15 8 429 jw) 
d 26 — | ++ | — | 225 189 7 18862 5 292 #0 1 — 1 A ; 
"36 Hat 2 260 $ 175 1 14 191 79 80 24568 155 q0PO 
„ — 2 681 = 4 7 — 4 DER] 1182 87 N 86 l 
T | JI 'S9 | — js 57 — Bod] — 461] —{*SF1 * 241 — 284 125 ö 168 . '< 12quia3dag 
f Jip 16 15 — 359 — 2281 2440 = 297 485 795 xt | 
| 1 hs — 1 25 *#£< 1 | BE — 4 2 
= _—_ PI 26 74 = £92 — 4H Ye! 121 71 ” * 5 295 145 £71 vn guy 
2 ET: TY 96 —ä . 5 7881 T + *£ £1.2L$ Lu x10T1 . Ain 
v 8 2 „ I 4 ol Bru a 14% 25 Ee = 
— | * — 960 i — — — . — 881 2 1 177 1 8 80 225 158 1811 8 dun ſ Fa 
. = |= * A 55 Fer- 1 2 
1 Je 2 ne Jer] #1] ,— 17 | vs 1 . 
— | — 788) eb — 355 "9 84 891 21918“ 184 4848 77 5 dv 
. 2 8 68 Shs] oe 3 m— I EE gs 1 21 521 29 NO 25 | 205 I 2 c 11 V 
e 4 % „e. 
— : E 3 2. _ 1. 7410380 5 5 299 Be COW: 
; „ 1d e — Ap 428 — 2 791 2 T © I \ — 
bo TY Do Aar N 1821 e 3 * 75 121 1721 = — E+5 359 Joan Jen1q9f 
mag eo d ag Ns Spuog| uuy | — — I _ 798 1 — 4 
| - 8 PAP SIPUL bens. g£41 way Aar _ 3 1911 | tznue { 
. ny Liars ſoquoo | anpay; | 2035 | 
ein — 
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SUPPLI ES granted by Parliament, for 


the Year 1785, 


4 
FEBRUARY 3, 1785. 
OR 18,000 ſeamen, including 3,620 marines, in 
the ſ2a-ſervice for 13 months, at the rate of 41. 
per man per month | _ — —— 


FrRNUARY 17, 1785. 


I. For the charge of 18,053 men, including 2,030 
invalids for guard“ and garriſons — — 


2. For maintaiving forces and TINY in the Plan- 


tations and Gibr?: Ras —— 


3. For the difference between the Britiſh and Iriſh 
-. eſtabliſhment ot 6 battalions of foot ſerving abroad 


4. For pay to b advanced | to Logs in the Eaſt. 


Indies 


5. For the charge of full pay to 0 reduced or ſuper- 
nume rary officers — — 


6. For the general and ſtaff-officers in Great Bri- 


7. For allowances to the pay maſter-general, ſecre- 


5 


936,00 o o 


655,993 4 


222,021 4 4 


3 


2 


6,355 15 
6,968 9 


WS 


25,784 8 91 
6,230 10 


88 


tary at war, commiitary- -general of the muſters, judge 


advocate general, comptrollers of army accounts, 
their deputies, cleiks, &c. and for poundage to be 
returned to the infantry _ — — 
8. For pay to 5 battalions of Hanoverian infantry, 
from 25th June 1784, to the reſpective times of their 
return — — — — 
9. For the charge of the in and out- penſioners of 
Chelſea hoſpital, and the expences of that hoſpital 


FEBRUARY 21, 1785. 


To pay off Exchequer bills made out purſuant t to an 
act of laſt ſeſſion — ER a” 


MARCH 7, 1785. 
1. For the ordinary cf the navy for 1785, tall 


Ts half-pay to lea and marine officer: — — 


9 


675,307 17 2 
7 : 


744221 14 5 


A 


8,904 6 


On. 
a 


191,226 0 6; 


1,500,000 0 0 


For 


Ir 


a 
0 


2. For building and repairs of ſhips of war, and 
other extra works — HDR 558 


Manch 11, 1785. 
For the uſe of the Turkey company — 


MAR CH 14, 1785. 
1. For the charge of the office of ordnance, land- 
ſervice 
2. For defraying the expences of ſervices per- 
formed by the office of ordnance for land-ſervice, 
and not provided for in 1784 


22 CES 


Ar xi. 7, 1785. 


To for off — bills purſuant to an act of 
laſt ſe 


APRIL is, 1785. 


For extraordinaries of the army in 1784 — 


Arnit 25, 1785. | 
1. For ſubſidies to the landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, 


and the duke of Brunſwick, for 1785 — — 
21 For deficiency in the ſum voted for the land- 
grave of Heſſe Caſſel, for 1784 — — 


3. For penſions to be paid to the widows of com- 


miſſioned officers, for 1785 — NE 


4. For completing the road from Ballantrac to 


Stranraer — — — 


APRIL 28, 1785. 


1. To make good the deficiency, on 5th July 1784, 
of the fund for paying annuities grated by A& 31 


Geo. II. towards the ſupply for 1758 — 
2. To make good ditto, Fs by Act Sh 
Geo. III. for 1778 — 

3. To make good ditto, granted by Act 19 
Geo. III. for 1779 — | 
4- To make good ditto, granted by AR 20 
Geo. III. for 1780 — — 
5. To make good ditto, granted by AQ 22 
Geo. III. for 1782 _ — 
6. To make good ditto, granted | by Act $3 

Geo. III. for 178333 — 
7. To make good ditto, vranted- by Act 24 
Geo. III. for 1784 — | 


214 
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F 


940,000 © © 


3-000 0 © 
350,820 19 
42,035 13 8 


1,000,000 © 0 


683,116 8 3 


69,291 9 6 
50,989 2 7 
130% 7 


800 © © 


12,089 7 8+ 
159,020 1 98 
122,739 4 8 
158,551 4 11 
114.214 4 3+ 
617,466 10 © 


24,044 0 0 


Mar 
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May 5, with; 
1. For pay to ſeveral battalions of foot at differ- 
ent periods in 1784 —— 


2. Upon account of reduced officers of — forces 


and marines, for 1785 
3. For allowances to ſeveral officers and private 

gentlemen of the two troops of horſe-guards reduced, 

and to the ſuperannuated gentlemen of the 4 troops of 


horie-guards, for 1785 — — 
4. For account of the commiſſioned officers of 
Britiſh American forces, for 1785 — MES 


5. For deficiency of the ſum granted upon account 
of ditto, for 1783 — 


6. Ditto — Ditto — Ditto, for 1784 — 


7. Upon account of officers late in the ſervice of 


the States General, for 1785 — a 


M AY 9. 1785. 
For reimburſement to general Murray, late go- 
vernor in chief of the iſland of Minorca, for his ex- 
£304 in conſequence of a verdict obtained againſt 


him by Mr. Sutherland, for 5,000 ES — 
| Jones 6, 1785. 
1. For the ſalaries of civil officers of Eaſt Florida, 
from 24t' June 1784 to 24th June 1785 — 


2. To make good money iſſued 64 diſcharge bills 
drawn by the governor of Nova Scotia 
3. For maintaining the colony in Nova Scotia, to 
Iſt Jan. 1786 
4. Ditto — Ditto, — iſland” of St. John's, to 


5. Ditto — Ditto, — Cape Breton, to 24th 
June 1786 


6. Ditto — Ditto, che Bahama Iſlands, to 18 


Jan. 1786 

7. bor the ſalary of the chief juſtice of the Bahama 
Iflands, one year due 24th June 1786; and arrears to 
the attornies-general, from 19th July 1778, to 18th 


—— TTY 


April 1783 — _ 
8. For the civil eſtabliſhment of New Brunſwick, to 
24th June 1788 — — — 
9. For Ms relief of American ſufferers — 


June 1 z. . 
1. For an annuity of 9,0001. to be ſettled by his 
Majeſty ON the duke of Glouceſter — — 


L. 
1137 


197,703 


17 0 
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2. To make good the ſums charged on the duties 
of 45 per cent. that remained unſatisfied, Sth April 1 


1755 3 _ _ — ' $6,113 13 6+ 
Ju E 21, 1785. 


For relief of ſuch perſons who have given ſatis- 
factory proof of their loſſes in America, to the com- 


miſioners appointed by Act 23 Geo. II. — 150,000 o © 
Ju xx 23, 1785. 
1. For the commiſſioners of public accounts — 9,000 © © 
2. To make good monies iſſued purſuant to ad- 
dreſſes _ — — — 7,066 13 3 
3. To make good monies paid to the ſecretaries of 
the commiſſioners appointed to enquire into the loſſes 
of the American loyaliſts — — 3-200 © © 
4. Ditto, for the maintenance, Kc. of the convicts - 
on the Thames — — — 13,578 14 4 
5. For compenſation to Mr. Cunninghame, for „%%% Eg 
compiling a general index to the Journals — 3.000 © 0 
JuxE 27, 1785. 
1. Towards carrying on the buildings of Somer- 
ſet- houſe — — — — 25,000 © o 
2. For ſupport of African forts and ſettlements 8 8 
Other miſcellaneous ſervices — — 4325 67 9 12. 
otal of the aggregate ſy lies ſtat d b 
To LOS ggr — f. 8 as ſtate 2 $9756 868 0 0 


a 1 
— 


* I.” 


Ways and Means for raiſfing the above Supplies granted to his Majeſty. 


1. Land-tax _ — — 2, ooo, oo o o 
2. Malt duty — — * — 750,000 0 © 


| 2,759,000 © © 

| Apart 7, 1785. En 
I. By loans, or exchequer bills, to be charged on 

the firſt aids granted next ſeſſion — — 1,500,000 o © 


I Ditto — ditto — — 1,000,000 ́ @ 


| May 10, 1785. 
1. By application of the ſurplus of the ſinking fund, 
remaining in the exchequer 5th April 1785, ſubject 
to the Sulpolition of parliament — — 702, 539 16 17 


2. By 


x 
- 


— 2 — — 
* — —— nn ns nt n= ne nn or — 
22 „„ „re 3 


_ — — - - — 
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2. By the ſum remaining in the hands of the pay- 


maſter general being applied towards the extraordi- . 
naries of the army — %% 
3. By loans or exchequer bills, to be upon TE 
the firſt aids granted next ſeſſion — — 1,000,000 o o 
4. By overplus of the grants for 1784 remaining 
In the exchequer _ _ — 66,161 3 51 
5. By the growing produce of the ſinking fund to 3 
be applied towards the ſupplies | — — 2,297,460 3 10! 
Junxs 23, 1785. 
| By a lottery, to conſiſt of 50,000 tickets — 650,000 © o 
Juxx 28, 1785, 
By application of the ſum remaining in the ex- 
chequer for the diſpoſition of parliament 4 33,92 8 16 ; 
Total of ways and means — 10,436, 668 17 101 
Total of ſupplies — — 9.7 36,868 0 o 


Exceſs of ways and means , — 699, 800 > 17 16] 


— — 


T A XES: for the ſrric of the Year 1765 


1. Additional tax on male 5 viz. 1, at 11. 
8 5.2 10 4, 11, 108. each: 5 to 7, 11. 158. each; 
—#& 10 10, 21. each: — 11, &c. 3 J. each — The 
whole calculated to produce, in addition to the former | 
tax — — — — _ 35,000 
2. Tax on female ſervants, VIZ. I, 25. 1 
5 8. each ;—3, &c. 108. each—— Calculated to pro- = 
ence gall 5 — — 140, ooo 
It (a regulation) — — 12,000 
| 4 Retail ſhops, viz, 15. in the pound on the rent 
of the houſe, from 41. to 10l.— 1s. 3d. from 101. 
to 15 i.—15s. 6d. from 15 l. to 2ol.—1s. 9 d. from 
201, to 25 .— 2 8. upon 25 J. aud all above, — Cal- 


culated to produce — == — 120, ooo 
5. Poſt horſes (all horſes travelling for hire) one 1 
halfpenny per mile, calculated to produce annually 50,000 


6. Gloves, viz. 1d. per pair from 4d. to 10d. 
—2d. from 10 d. to 15,'4d.—3d. all above 15. 4d. 
—— Calculated to bring in — — 50,000 
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9. Pawnbrokers licences annually.—In London, 
301. each,—In the country, 51. each.——Calculated 4. . . 


to bring in — — — 15,000 © O 


— —  — 


Total — 2 422,000 0 © 


* c 


Te folleaving Taxes avere brought into the Houſe of Commons by the Chan- 
ceilor of the Exchequer, afier the opening of the Budget; and agreed to, 
without giving any particular Eſtimate of their expected annual ro- 


duce. 

8 4E 
1. Annual licence for every coachmaker — 1 0 6 
2. Annual certificate for every unqualified, as well 
as qualified perſon, for keeping a gun, or dog, &c. 


r ——_— ——_— 


F — — ** 


— — — — — 
— 


* Theſe duties are in lieu of the former wheel-tax. 


for killing game — — — = SS 
3. For every new four-wheel carriage (to be paid 
by the maker) — — — 1 S 
4. For every new two-wheel carriage (to be paid : 
by the maker) — — — o 10 © 
5. For every four-wheel carriage * now kept (to 
be paid annually by the owner) — — 71 0 | 
6. For every two-wheel carriage * now kept (to nl 
be paid annually by the owner) _ — 3 10 0 aj 
7. On all bachelors keeping one female ſervant | e Us 
Two female ſervants, each — — o 5 © BY 
Three ditto, or more, each — — o 10 0 . 
[Theſe taxes are in addition to the other —_—_ 
tax on female ſervants. ] | 9 
8. On all bachelors for each male ſervant they bp 
keep (in addition to the former tax on male ſer- its 
vants.) — — — | — 1 1 {al 
9. Every attorney in London, to pay annually 8 0 0 1 
10. Every attorney in the country, to pay an- Wh UM 
nually _ 7 — _ — 310 > i 
11. Every warrant of attorney (except to receive | us 
ſtock) a ſtamp — — —— O 2 1 
To theſe a lottery will be added, to raiſe 150, oool.; ms 
and it has been contracted for by Godſchall Johnſon, = 
eſq; who is to have half, and eighteen bankers are to I 
have the other half. 1 5 F 
| Loan for the year 1785 | =— 1,000,000 o o 1 
Intereſt of which, at 5 per cent. $0,000. .0.-0-:-. 1 ] 
— 
Amount of eſtimated taxes 422,0 © © | , 
1a 
14k 
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F 
1785. 


His Majeſty's Speech to both Horſes of 
Parliament ea their Meeting, * Fl 
nuary 20th, 1785, | 


cc My lords and gentlemen, 


£ 
8 tendance of the laſt ſeſſions 
of parliament, it has given me 
peculiar pleaſure, that the ſituation 
of public affairs has admitted of ſo 
Jong a receſs. Ei, 

« Among the objects which now 
require conſideration, I muſt parti- 
cularly recommend to your earneſt 
attention the adjuſtment of ſuch 
Ponte in the commercial intercourſe 


etween Great Britain and Ireland, 


as are not yet finally arranged. 
The ſyſtem which will unite both 
kingdoms the moſt cloſely on prin- 
ciples of reciprocal advantage, 
will, I am perſuaded, beſt enſure 
the general proſperity of my do- 
minions. N | 

« J have the ſatisfaction to ac- 
quaint you, that notwithſtanding 
any appearance of differences on 
the continent, I continue uniform- 
ly to receive, from all foreign 
pewers, the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of 
their good diſpoſition towards this 
country. ä 
5 2 


FT ER the laborious at- 


« Gentlemen of the houſe of 
commons, : | 
* I have ordered the eſtimates of 
the enſuing year to be laid before 
you. I confide in your liberality 
and zeal to grant the neceſſary ſup- 
plies, with a juſt regard as well to 
the economy requiſite in every de- 
partment, as to the maintenance of 
the national credit, and the real 
exigencies of the public ſervice,” | 


„My lords and geatlemen, 

« The ſucceſs which has attend- 
ed the meaſures taken in the laſt 
ſeſſion towards the ſuppreſſion of 
ſmuggling, and for the improve- 
ment of the revenue, will encourage 
you to apply yourſelves, with conti- 
nual aſſiduity, to thoſe important 
objects. You will, I truft, alſo 
take into early confideration the 
matters ſuggeſted in the reports of 
the commiſſioners of public ac- 
counts, and ſuch further regula- 


tions as may appear to be nece{- 


ſary in the different offices of the 

kingdom. | "be 
« I have the fulleſt reliance on 
the continuance of your faithful and 
diligent exertions in every part of 
your public duty. You may at all 
times depend on my hearty Concur- 
| | | rence 


rence in every meaſure which can 
tend to alleviate our national bur- 
thens, to ſecure the true principles 
of the conſtitution, and to promote 
the general welfare of my peo- 
ple. 


The humble Addreſs, to the above 
Speech, of the Right Honourable 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
in parliament aſſembled. 

Die Martis, 25 Fanuarii, 1785, 
« Moſt gracious ſovereign, 
« We, your Majeſty's moſt duti- 
ful and loyal ſubjects, the lords ſpi- 


ritual and temporal, in parliament 
aſſembled, beg leave to return your 


Majeſty our humble thanks for 


your Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech 
from the throne. 

« Permit us to expreſs to your 
Majeſty our moſt grateful ſenſe of 


your Majeſty's regard for our pri- 


vate convenience, in not command- 
ing from us an earlier attendance in 
Parliament. | 


« Your Majeſty may rely on our 


faithful and diligent exertions in 


every part of our duty; and, truly 
{ſenſible of the importance of the 
object, we beg leave to aſſure your 
Majeſty, that it is our determina- 
tion to give our immediate atten- 
tion to the adjuſtment of ſuch points 
in the commercial intercourſe be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, 
as are not yet finally arranged; 
truſting 
formed as may beſt inſure the pro- 
ſperity of both kingdoms, by cloſely 
uniting them upon principles of re 
ciprocal advantage. 
« We deſire to return to your 
Majeſty our warmeſt thanks for your 
gracious communication of the aſ- 
ſurances which your Majeſty con- 
unues to receive of the good diſpo- 
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that ſuch a ſyſtem may be 
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ſition of foreign powers towards this 


country, notwithſtanding the dif- 
ferences which appear to prevail 


upon the continent. 


ce The information your Majeſty 
is pleaſed to give us of the ſucceſs 
which has attended the meaſures 
taken in the laſt ſeſſion for the ſup- 
preſſion of ſmuggling, and for the 
improvement of the revenue, af- 
fords us the greateſt ſatisfaction: 
and your Majeſty may be aſſured, 
that we will apply ourſelves, with 


unremitted attention, to points of 


ſuch great concern to the proſperity 
of this country; and that we will 
take into our early conſideration the 
matters ſuggeſted in the ſeveral re- 
ports of the commiſſioners of public 
accounts, as well as ſuch farther 


regulations as may appear to be 


neceſſary in the public offices of the 
kingdom. = 

From the experience we have 
had of your Majeſty's paternal re- 
gard for the intereſts of all your 


ſubjects, we beg leave humbly to 


expreſs to your Majeſty our fulleſt 


confidence in the gracious aſſurance 
of your Majeſty's hearty concur- 


rence in every meaſure which may 
tend to alleviate the national bur- 
thens, to ſecure the true principles 
of the conſtitution, and to promote 
the general happineſs and welfare of 
your people.“ | 


To which his Majeſiy was pleaſed io 


return this moſt gracious Anſwer. 


« My lords, 
« T return you thanks for this 


c dutiful and affectionate addreſs. 


« Nothing can give me more 
ce ſatis faction, than your aſſurance 
« that you will immediately enter 
c into the conſideration of the mat- 
« ters which I have laid before 
% you, 

« You 


6 
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« You may depend upon the 
© utmoſt care ard attention on my 
r part, to ſettle every thing, 
« which concerns the intereſt of my 
« kingdoms, upon a ſolid and du- 
ec rable foundation.“ 


The humble Addreſt, to the above 


Speech, of the Houſe of Commons 


70 the King. | 


« Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
* We, your Majeſty's moſt du- 
tiful and loyal ſubjects, the com- 
mons of Great Britain, in par- 


liament aſſembled, beg leave to 


return your Majeſty our humble 
thanks for your molt gracious ſpeech 
from the throne. 1 05 . 

« We beg your Majeſty will be 


aſſured that we ſhall reſume the 
conſideration of public buſineſs with 


the ſame principles of duty to your 
Majeſty, and regard to the intereſts 
of our conſtituents, which we have 
_ endeavoured to manifeſt in all our 
proceedings. „„ 
« That we will not fail to give 
our moſt earneſt attentions to the 


adjuſtment of ſuch points as are not 


yet finally arranged in the com- 
mercial intercourſe between Great 
Britain and Ireland; fully agreeing 
with your Majeſty, in thinking that 
the ſyſtem which will unite both 
kingdoms the moſt cloſely on prin- 
ciples of reciprocal advantage, will 
beſt enſure the general proſperity of 
your Majeſty's dominions . 

« We beg leave to aſſure your 
Majeſty, that it affords us the trueſt 
pleaſure to be informed that your 
Majeſty continues to receive ſuch 
ſatis factory aſſurances of the good 
diſpoſition of foreign powers towards 
this country. 


« We beſcech your Majeſty to 


believe, that we ſhall at all times 
be ready to grant ſuch ſupplies 


as are neceſſary for the maintenance 


of the national credit, and the 


real exigencies of the public ſer. 


vice. he i 
That we are deeply ſenſible of 
your Majeſty's paternal poodneſs 


and care for your people, in re- 


commending to us, at the ſame 
time, a juſt regard to the Q&conomy 
requiſite in every department; 2 


duty which your Majeſty's faithful 


commons feel always incumbent 
upon them, and, at this time, pe- 
culiarly indiſpenſable. 


« We aſſure your Majeſty, that 
we ſee the importance of every ex- 
ertion which can tend to the ſup- 
preſſion of ſmuggling, and the im- 


provement of the revenue; and that 
we ſhall continue to apply ourſelves, 
with unwearied aſſiduity, to thoſe 
importants objects. 

« That we ſhall alſo proceed, 


with as much expedition as poſible, 


to the conſideration of the reports 
of the commiſſioners of accounts, 


as well as of ſuch farther regula- 
tions in the different offices of this 


kingdom, as may appear likely 
to conduce to the public advan- 
tage. 4 | 5 
„ We intreat your Majeſty to be 
aſſured, that our utmoſt endeavours 


ſhall not be wanting to juſtify your 


Majeſty's gracious reliance on our 


diligent attention to every part of 


our public duty; and that we re- 
ceive, with the warmeſt gratitude 
and ſatisfaction, the aſſurances of 
your Majeſty's concurrence in every 
meaſure which can tend to alleviate 
the national burthens, to ſecure the 


true principles of the conſtitution, 
and to promote the general welfare 


« His 


of the people.“ 
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His Majeſty's moſt gracious Anſwer 
to the Addreſs of the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons. 


« Gentlemen, 


« ] return you my thanks for 
« your very loyal and affectionate 
« addreſs. I receive, with the ut- 
« moſt pleaſure, the aſſurances of 
« your diſpoſition to reſume the 
« conſideration of public buſineſs 
« with the ſame principles which 
« you have manifeſted in all your 
« former proceedings; and I truſt 
« that the reſult of your delibera- 
tions will be productive of the 
« moſt ſalutary effects.“ 


— — 
* 
—— : — 


IRISH HOUSE or LORDS. 


His Grace the Duke of Rutland 
opened the ſeſſion by the following 
ſpeech from the Throne: | 


His Grace Charles, Duke of Rutland, 
Lord Lieutenant General, and Ge- 
neral Governor of Ireland, his 
Speech to both Houjes of Parha- 
ment, at Dublin, on TJhurſday the 
20th Day of Fanuary, 1785. 


« My lords and gentlemen, 

(c ] Have his Majeity's commands 
to meet you in parliament, 
and to defire your advice and co- 
operation upon thoſe affairs of im- 
portance, which in the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of the kingdom require 
your moit ſerious attention. 

„ Whilſt I lamented the lawieſs 
Outrages and unconilitutional pro- 


cecdings which had taken place ſince 


your laſt prorogation, 1 had the 
ſaus faction to perceive that theſe 
exceſſes were confined to a few 
places, and even there condemned. 
And I have now the pleaſure to ob- 


1351 
ſerve that, by the ſalutary interpo- 


ſition of the laws, the | a tran- 
quillity is re-eſtabliſhed, 


« Gentlemen of the houſe of 
commons. 

„ have ordered the public ac- 

counts to be laid before you. 1 

have the fulloſt reliance on your ap- 

proved loyalty to the king, and at- 


tachment to your country, that a 


due conſideration of the exigencies 
of the ſtate will lead you to make 
whatever proviſions ſhall appear to 
be neceſſary for the public expences, 
and for the honourable ſupport of 
his Majeſty's government.“ 


« My lords and gentlemen, 
J am to recommend in the 


king's name to your earneſt inveſ- 
tigation toſe objects of trade and 


commerce between Great Britain 
and Ireland which have not yet re- 
ceived their complete adjuſtment, 


| In framing a plan with a view to a 
final ſettlement, you will be ſenſi- 
ble that the intereſts of Great Bri- 


tain and Ireland ought to be for 
ever united and inſeparable. And 
his Majeſty relies on your liberality 


and wiſdom for adopting ſuch an 


equitable ſyſtem for the joint benefit 
of both countries, and the ſupport 
of the common intereſt, as will fe- 
cure mutual ſatisfaction and per- 
manency. 

« The encouragement and ex- 
tenſion of agriculture and manufac- 
tures, and eſpecially of your linen 


manufacture, will, I am perſuaded, 


engage your conſtant concern. Let 


me likewiſe direct your attention in 
a particular manner to the fiſheries 


on your coaſts, from which you may 
realonably hope for an improviug 
ſource of induſtry and wealth 10 
this kingdom, and of ſtrength to the 
empire. 


cc The 
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« 'The liberality which you have 
always ſhewn to the maintenance of 
your proteſtant charter- ſchools and 
other public inſtitutions, makes it 
_ unneceſſary for me to recommend 
them to your care. You cannot 
more beneficially exert this laudable 
| ſpirit, than by directing your atten- 
tion to improve, and to diffuſe 
throughout the kingdom, the ad- 
vantages of good education. Sen- 
ſible of its eſſential conſequence to 
the morals and happineſs of the 


people, and to the dignity of the 


nation, I am happy to aſſure you 


of his Majeſty's gracious patronage; 


and ſhall be earneſt to give every 
aſſiſtance in my power to the ſucceſs 
of ſuch meaſures as your wiſdom 
may deviſe for this important pur- 
pole, | DE | | 
« It is the province of your pru- 
dence and diſcretion to conſider 
What new proviſions may be neceſ- 
_ fary for ſecuring the ſubject againſt 
violence and outrage, for the regu- 
lation of the police, and the better 
execution of the Jaws, as well as 
for the general encouragement of 
peaceable ſubordination and honeſt 
induſtry, It will be a pleaſing taſk 
for me to aſſiſt and promote your 


exertions for the tranquillity of the 


kingdom, for upholding the autho- 
rity of the legiſlature, and ſupport- 
ing the true principles of our happy 
conſtitution both in church and 
tate. = 7 | 
c The uniformity of laws and 
of religion, and a common intereſt 
in treaties with foreign ſtates, form 
a ſure bond of mutual connection 


and attachment between Great Bri- 


tain and Ireland, It will be your 
care to cheriſh theſe ineſtimable 
bleſſings with that ſpirit and wifdom 


which will render them effectual 


. ranſlation of a Letter from the 


ſecurities to the ſtrength and proſ- 
perity of the empire.“ 


— 


Empreſs of all the Nuſſias to his 
Pruſſian Majeſly. 


cc MY advantageous ſentiments 

reſpecting the houſe of 
Pruſſia, ſentiments of which I have 
given efficacious proofs, permit me 
to nope for the ſame on their part, 
I expect it the more, as I have ever 
been convinced of their reciprocal 
affection, The war which is pre- 


paring. between the emperor of the 


Romans and the Hollanders excites 
Lie immediate attention of the ca- 
binet of Berlin, of which the Dutch 
endeavour by all forts of intrigues 
to ſecure the acceſſion. Your wil- 
dom acknowledges that the preten- 
ſions of the Emperor are equally 
Juſt and moderate. Nature herſelf 


hath granted to the Auſtrian Low 


Countries the uſe and advantage of 


the river in diſpute ; Auſtria alone, 


by virtue of the law of nature and na- 


tions, is entitled to an excluſive right 


to the uſe of the river in queſtion. 
So that the equity and diſintereſt- 
edneſs of Joſeph Il. can only impart 
this right to other people, it belong- 
ing excluſively to his ſtates, 'The 
ſentiments of Auſtria merit eſteem 
and attention, but the avidity of 
the Dutch, and the judgment which 
they permit themſelves to aſſume 
on account of the treaty of Munker 
over the Houle of Auſtria, are notori- 
ous and blameable in every reſpect. 

« Nothing can be alledged with 
foundation in favour of Holland, 
therefore ſhe merits not the aſſiſt- 
ance of any foreigu power. The 


conſequences which theſe repub- 
| | licans | 
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keans are drawing upon themſelves 


by their obſtinacy, mult be ſubmit- 


ted to the moderation of the empe- 
ror alone. I am firmly reſolved to 
aſiſt his pretenſions with all my land 
and ſea forces; with as much efficacy 
as if the welfare of my own empire 
was in agitation, I hope that this 
declaration of my ſentiments will 
meet with the ſucceſs which our re- 
ciprocal friendſhip deſerves, and 
which hath never been 1nterrupted. 

| _ CATHERINE.” 


„ — at 


— 


Authentic Copy of the official Paper 
tranſmitted from his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty to the Emperor, relative to 

ibe Nawigation of the SCHELDT, 


(6 HE fincere friendſhip which 
F attaches the king to the 
emperor, and the wiſhes of his ma- 
jeſty ſor the maintenance of public 
tranquillity, make it his duty to 
come to an explanation with his 
imperial Majeſty on the difference 
between that monarch and the Unit- 
ed Provinces. DIE | 
„“The king has the leſs heſita- 
tion in expreſſing his thoughts on 
this important ſubject, as the purity 
of his intentions cannot be called 
in queſtion. His majeſty while, in 
compliance with the ſolicitation of 
both parties, he employs his good 
olices to effect a reconciliation be- 
tween the emperor and the United 
Provinces, has carefully abſtained 
from giving any opinion on the. 
foundation of his imperial majeſty's 
irt pretenſions. The king till 
preſcribes to himſelf the ſame fi- 
ence; but his concern for the glory 
of the emperor authorizes the ob- 
ſervatioo, chat his firſt pretenſions, 
and the demand for the opening of 
Vor. XXVII. | 


"neſs, and that moſt of the 
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the 'Scheldt, cannot be conſidered: 
under the ſame point of view. 
« The Dutch, while they refuſed: 
compliance with this demand; only 
ſupported a tight which is ſecured 
to them by a ſolemn treaty, and 
which they look upon as the baſis: 
of their proſperity, and even ex- 
iſtence. . 95 
It ſeems to reſult from thence, 
that the refuſal of the ſtates- general 
my to have no other effect than 
to bring back the negociation begun 
at Bruſſels to the propoſitions in the 
ſummary table, and eſtabliſh a diſ- 
cuſſion, on the reſult of which the 
reſpective titles ought naturally ta 
dee! eng 
The king would more earneſt- 
ly deſire that this meaſure was a- 
dopted, as it would prevent hoſtili- 
ties, and might lead to equitable 
arrangenients. | | 
By purſuing an oppoſite con- 
duct, it is to be feared that the em. 
peror will excite a general uneaſi- 
powers 
will think themſelves obliged to 
take ſuch precautions and meaſures 
as the events may require. The 
king himſelf muſt be under the ne- 
ceſſity of aſſembling troops on his 
frontiers. Beſides, his majeſty can- 
not by any means be indifferent to 
the fate of the United Provinces, or 
ſee them attacked by open force in 
their rights and poſſeſſions, eſpecially 
at preſent, when he is on the point 
of concluding with the republic an 
alliance, the fundamental articles of 
which were agreed on before the 
late differences i 2 
« If, by conſiderations of fo 
great importance, the emperor cart 
be induced to ſuſpend all marks of 
hoſtility, and liſten to the voice of 
moderation and humanity, the 


[4 a] | king 
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king renews the offer of his media- 
tion to procure an equitable and 
ſuitable accommodation, which he 
will the more zealouſly ſtrive to 
bring about; as, while he obeys 
the dictates of his perfonal ſenti- 
ments with regard to the emperor, 
he will have the ſatis faction to con- 
cur in extinguiſhing, in its firſt 


ſeeds, a war, the conſequences of 


which cannot be calculated.“ 


CV 


An authentic Copy of the Preliminary 
Articles of Peace between their 
Hi rs, reve the States Gene- 
5 and the Emperor of Germany, 
concluded under the Mediation of 


| ARTICLE J. 

T is agreed, that the ates-gene- 
I ral ſhall pay 9,5e0;000 florins, 
current money of Holland, for the 
indemnity. of Maeſtricht and its 
territory, the Ban of St. Servais 


included, as alſo the county of 


Vroenhoven; and $00,000 florins, 
ſame currency, for a compenſation 
of the damage cauſed by the inun- 
dations. Three months after the 
ratiſfication of the treaty the ſtates 
general ſhall pay into the impe- 
rial cheſt of Bruſſels the ſum of 


1. 250, oo0 florins of Holland; ſix 


months after, a fimilar ſum; and 
thus, every fix months until the 
total extinction of the ſaid two 
furs, making together that of ten 
millions of florins, current money 
of Holland, | 5 


II. Their bigh mightineſſes ſhall 


eede to his imperial majeſty the Ban 
of Aulne, ſituated in Dutch Dah- 
lem, and its dependencies, and the 
Lordſhip or Chief Ban of Bligny- 


by 
+ * 


le-Trembleur, with St. Andre, the 
Ban and Lordſhip of Bombay, the 
city and caſtle of Dahlem with its 
appurtenances, except Ooſt and 
Cadier; under a reſerve that 2 


compenſation ſhall be made for 


them in the exchanges of reſpectiye 
conveniency to be made in the 
country of Outre-Meuſe. 

III. The limits of Flanders ſhall 


remain on the terms of the con- 


vention of 1664, and if, through 


the lapſe of time, there ſhould have 


been, or be now any of them ob. 
ſcured, commiſſioners ſhall be ap- 
pointed on one fide and the other to 
re-eſtablith them. | 

IV. Their high mightineſſes ſhall 
regulate, in the moſt. convenient 


manner, to the ſatis faction of the | 
_ emperor, the draining of the waters 


from his 


jeſty's country in Flan- 
ders, an 


n the ſide of the Meuſe, 


in order to prevent, as much as 


poſſible, the inundations, by con- 
ſenting, for that end, that uſe ſhall 
be made, on a reaſonable footing, 
of the land neceſſary, even under 
the dominion of their high mighti- 
neſſes. The ſluices that ſhall be 
conſtructed for that purpoſe, on the 
territory of the ſtates general, ſhall 
remain under their ſovereignty; 


and none ſhall be made in any place 


that might obſtru& the defence of 
their frontiers, Commiſſioners ſhall 
reſpeCtively be appointed, who ſhall 
be charged to determine the moſt 
convenient ſcite for the ſaid ſluices. 
They ſhall agree together about 
thoſe that are to be ſubjected to a 
common rule. | | 

V. Their high mightineſſes hav- 
ing declared, by one of their reſo- 
lutions, that their intention was to 
indemnify thoſe of his imperial ma. 
jeſty's ſubjects who have — 
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| by inundations, they appropriate to 
that obje& the 500,000 florins of 


Holland, mentioned 1n article I. 

VI. Their high mightineſſes ac- 
knowledge the full right of abſolute 
and independent ſovereignty of his 
imperia! majeſty: over all the part 
of the Eſcaut, from Antwerp to 
the end of the country of Saftingen, 


conformably to the line of 1664, 


which it is agreed ſhall be cut, as 
the yellow line S. T. indicates, 
which falls back in T. on the limit 
of 1664, on the ſide q Brabant; 
as is indicated by the chart figned 
by the reſpective ambaſſadors. The 


| ſtates general renounce in conſe- 


quence, the receiving and levying 
of any toll and impoſt in that part 


of the Eſcaut, on any title, or under 


any form whatſoever; as alſo the 
obſtructing in any manner the navi- 
gation and trade of his imperial 
majeſty's ſubjects; nor ſhall the 
latter be permitted to extend it fur- 
ther than 1s granted by the treaty 


of Munſter of the goth of January 


1648, which ſhall, in that reſpect, 
remain in full force and vigour. 
VII. Their high mightineſſes 


ſhall evacuate and demoliſh the 


forts of Kruis-Schand, and of Fre- 
derick Henry, and cede the ſoil to 


lis imperial majeſty. 
VIII. Their high mightineſles, 


willing to give to his majeſty the 
emperor a freſh proof of their de- 
fire to re-eſtabliſh the moſt perfect 


harmony between the two ſtates, 


conſent to evacuate: and give up to 
the diſpoſal of his imperial majeſty 


the forts of Lillo and of Lieken- 


ſhoek, with their fortifications, in the 
ſtate they are now in; the ſtates 
general reſerving to themſelves to 
withdraw from them the artillery, 
and the ammunition of every kind. 


IX. The execution of the two 
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articles above mentioned ſhall take 
place ſix weeks after the exchange 
of the ratification; = 
X. The ſtates general having 
yielded to the deſire which the em- 
peror had intimated to them, of 
having the forts of Lillo and Liek - 
enſhoek in their preſent ſtate, their 
high mightineſſes expect, from the 


friendſhip of his imperial majeſty, 
that he will be pleaſed to cede and 


give up to them all the rights he 
may have formed on the villages, 
called of Redemption, other than 
thoſe of which he may have already 
diſpoſed by exchanges with the 
principality of Liege. The count 
de Mercy, not being ſufficiently 
inſtructed, was pleaſed, at the re- 
queſt and prayer of the mediator 
to take this propoſal, ad referen- 
dum. : | 
XI. His majeſty renounces the 
pretenſions he had formed on the 
Ban and villages of Bladel aud 
Reuſſel. 10 ns 

XII. The count de Mercy de- 
mands that the village of Poſtel, 
which, he ſays, is already ſubject to 
the dominion of the emperor, be 


ceded to his imperial majeſty by the 
ftates general, who, to that effect, 


ſhall renounce all pretenſions; be it 
underſtood, that the effects of the 
Abbey of Poſtel, ſecularized by the 
ſtates general, ſhall not be claimed. 
The ambaſſadors of Holland have 


been pleaſed, on the prayer of the 


mediator, to take this article, ad re- 
erendum.  _ | her 
XIII. It is agreed, that the pe- 
cuniary pretenſions from ſovereign 
to ſovereign are compenſated and 
aboliſned; and, as to thoſe which 
individuals may claim on one part 
and the other, commiſſioners ſnall 
be appointed to liquidate them. _ 
XIV. Commiſlioners ſhall alſo _ 
[A a] 2 be 
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be nominated to reconnoitre the 
limits of Brabant, and to agree 
in a friendly manner about ſuch ex- 
changes as might be of mutual con- 
veniency. | DES 

XV. The treaty of Munſter, of 
the zoth of January 1648, ſhall be 
the baſis of the future definitive 
treaty, which is to be concluded in 
the ſpace of fix weeks; and all the 
{ſtipulations of the ſaid treaty of 
Munſter ſhall be retained, ſo far as 


nothing has derogated from them. 


'The ambaſſadors of the ftates ge- 
neral demand the repeal of the 
treaty of 1731, and namely of the 
article V.—the Count de Mercy 
has not thought proper to yield 
thereto. | 145 | 
The above articles have been 
digeſted in the preſence of the Count 
de Vergennes, nominated by. his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty to fill the 
function of mediator, and have 
been ſubſcribed by the ambaſſa- 
dors, under the approbation of 
the Emperor and of the States 
General.“ | 

Done at Paris, the 2oth of Sep- 
tember, 1785. 8 | 
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A corre Copy of the Probiitry A 


lately paſſed by the Legiſlature of 


Maſſachuſets in North America 
' evhich at this time is awell worth 
© the attention cf all the trading in- 
ee of this country... 


C ommonuealth of Maſachuſets : 
In the year of our Lord 1785. 
An Ad for the Regulation of Navi- 


gation and Commerce. 


XVVHERE As it is become ex- 
pedient and neceſſary for 
this commonwealth to make ſome 


commercial regulations for the en. 
couragement of their own trade: 
Therefore be it enacted, by the 
ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, 
in general court aſſembled, and þ 
the authority of the ſame, that from 
and after the firſt day of Auguſt 
next, and during the continuance of 


this act, there ſhall not be exported, 


from any port, harbour, creek, bay, 
or inlet, river, or ſhore, or any other 
place within this commonwealth, any 
goods, wares, or merchandize, the 
growth, manufacture, or produce of 
this, or any of the United States, 
in any ſhip, veſſel, or craft of any 
kind, belonging (either in whole or 
in part) to, or being the property 
of, any of the ſubjects of the king 
of Great Britain. 8 | 
Provided nevertheleſs, and where- 
as proclamations and orders have 
been 1ſfued by the governors of ſe- 
veral parts of the Britiſh dominions, 
for prohibiting veſſels belonging to 


any of the United States from en- 


tering their ports, or trafficking 
chere: 5 | 
Be it further enacted, that in caſe 


the ſaid proclamations and orders 
| ſhall be reverſed, and open trade 


allowed to ſuch veſſels, and the go- 
vernor of this commonwealth being 
certified thereof, ſhall by advice of 
council publicly ſignify the ſame by 
his proclamation, then ſhall the fore- 


going clauſe of this act be di conti- 


nued, and ſhall ceaſe to operate 
during the time ſuch open trade ſhall 
%%%%“fͤͤ%!!!!!!. om.; 
And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, that from and 
after the ſaid firſt day of Auguſt 


next, if any ſhip, veſſel, or craft of 


any kind, as aforeſaid, be found in 
any port, harbour, or creek, or any 
other place within this common- 


wealth, taking on board, or having 
taken 
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taken on board while in this com- 
monwealth; any of the articles afore- 
ſaid, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of this act, every ſuch ſhip, 


veſſel, or craft, together with their 


lading, ſhall be furfeited, and ſhall 
and may be ſeized by any naval of- 
fcer, collector of exciſe, or his de- 
puty, or by any other citizen or ci- 
tizens of the United States, and the 
ſame may be ſued for, proſecuted, 
and recovered, in any court of re- 
cord within this commonwealth, 
proper to try the ſame; and after 
deducting the charges of proſecuting 
the ſame from the groſs produce 
thereof, the remainder ſhall be given, 


one moiety to the perſon or pglons 


who ſhall have made the ſeizure, 
and proſecuted the ſame, and the 
other moiety ſhall be paid into the 
treaſury of the commonwealth, for 
the uſe of the ſame. | 

And be it further enacted, that 
from and after the firſt day of Au- 
guſt next, there ſhall not be taken 
out or landed from. on board any 
ſhip, veſſel, or craft, not wholly be- 
longing to, or the property of the 
citizens of the United States, any 
goods, wares, or merchandize in any 
port, harbour, or creek, or any 


other place within this common 


wealth, except the Ports of Boſton, 
Falmouth (in Caſco Bay) and 
Dartmouth; and if any ſhip, veſſel, 
or craft, not wholly owned as afore- 
ſaid, ſhall be found in any port, 
harbour, or creek, or any other place 
within this commonwealth, except 
the ports of Boſton, Falmouth (in 
Caſco Bay) and Dartmouth, afore- 
lad, diſcharging her loading, or any 
part thereof, or having diſcharged 
her loading, or any part thereof, 
otherwiſe than above-mentioned, 
the ſaid ſhip, veſſel, or craft, toge- 
ther with her loading, ſhall be ſeized 
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and forfeited, to be recovered and 


appropriated as aforeſaid. _ . 


And be it further enacted, that 
from and after the firſt day of Au- 
guſt next, there ſhall be paid by the 
maſter, owner, or conſignee of every 
ſhip, veſſel, or craft, owned either, 
in part or in whole by any foreigner, 
at the time of entering the ſaid ſhip, 
veſſel, or craft, into the hands of 
the naval officer of the ports of, 
Boſton, Falmouth, and Dartmouth 
aforeſaid, for the uſe and benefit of 
this commonwealth, a duty of five 
ſhillings per ton, for each and every. 
ton {aid veſſel may meaſure by car- 
penters meaſurement, and a farther 
duty of two ſhillings and eight- 
pence per ton, as light money, in 
addition to what by law they are 
now ſubject to pay, for the uſe and 
ſervice of the light-houſes; and 


| likewiſe pay unto the collector of 


impoſt or exciſe, for the counties of 
Suffolk, Cumberland, and Briſtol, 
double the duty on the goods im- 
ported in ſaid veſſel, as is or may 
be paid at that time upon the like 
s imported in a veſſel belong- 
ing wholly to the citizens of the U- 
nited States; and a further duty of 
ſixpence ſhall be paid upon every 
buſhel of ſalt imported in any ſhip, 
veſſel, or craft, owned either in 
whole or in part by any of the ſub- 
jects of the king of Great Britain; 
and previous to their breaking bulk, 


they ſhall give bond to the ſaid col- 


lector for the payment of the ſame. 

Provided nevertheleſs, that the 
ſaid duty of ſixpence per buſhel on 
ſalt ſhall not be paid in caſe an 
open trade ſhall be permitted in the 
Britiſh dominions, and during the 
continuance of ſuch open trade; 
ſuch permiſhon to be ſignified by 
the governor's proclamation as a- 


foreſaid. 
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And whereas ſome perſons, for 
the ſake of enjoying more extenſive 
privileges in commerce, have had 
double ſets of papers for their veſ- 


ſels, in order that they might appear 


the property of one nation or an- 
other, as might beſt anſwer their 
purpoſes: for the prevention of 
which im poſitions, 

Be it enacted, that from and after 
the firſt day of Auguſt next, any 
veſſel which may appear to have two 
ſets of papers, by the one of which 
the may appear to be the property 


of the citizens of the United States, 
and by the other the property of fo- 


reigners; or if it ſhall be made to 


appear that any veſſel that has 


Cleared at any naval office in this 
commonwealth, as- the property of 
the citizens of theſe ſtates, ſhall af- 
terwards enter . and diſcharge her 
cargo taken in and cleared as afore- 
ſad, in any foreign port, as the pro- 
perty of a foreigner; ſaid veſſel, 
upon her return into this common- 
wealth, hall be forfeited, and may 
be ſeized by the nayal officer of the 
port where ſhe may be found, or by 
any other perſon or perſons, who may 
proſecute for the ſame, to be reco- 
vered, and the money ariſing from 
ſuch forfeiture to be applied as a- 
foreſaid, and the maſter of ſuch veſ- 
ſe}, ſo offending, ſhall forfeit and pay, 
for the uſe of this commonwealth, a 
aforeſaid. | 
And be it further enacted, that 
each naval officer in this common- 
wealth, previous to his admitting 
any veſſel to an entry, ſhall admi- 


nifter the following oath or aſſirma- 


tion to the maſter, or one of the 
principal owners thereof (provided 
ſaid veſſel ſhall appear to be the 


property of the citizens of theſe 


ſym of 1001. to be recovered as 


Britain, from taking 


ſtates) and certify it on the back of 


the regiſter (if not done before) in 
the following words: 


| | P ort of 178 | 
Then perſonally appeared before 
me | one of the prin. 


cipal owners (or the commander, as 
the caſe may he) of the 

and made ſolemn oath (or affirma. 
tion) that the ſaid | 
is the ſole property of the citizen: 
of the United States, and that no 
foreigner, directly or indirectly, hath 
any part or ſhare therein. 


| Naval Officer. 
And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, that if any na- 
val officer, or his deputy, ſhall pre- 
ſume ta enter or clear any veſſel, 
contrary to the true intent and 


meaning of this act, or if any na- 


val officer, collector of impoſt and 
exciſe, or their deputies, ſnall ne- 
glect any of the duties required of 
them by this act, he or they, ſo of. 
fending or neglecting their reſpec- 


tive duties, ſhall forfeit and pay the 


ſum of zool. one moiety thereof for 


the uſe of this commonwealth, and 


the other moiety thereof for the uſe 
of the pexſon or perſons who may 
proſecute for the ſame, to be ſued 
for and recovered in any court of 
record in this commonwealth, proper 
to try the ſame; and in addition 
thereto ſhall be rendered incapable 
of any further exerciſe of his or their 
reſpective offices, 


Provided nevertheleſs, that no- | 


thing in this act ſhall be conſtrued 
to prevent any ſhip or veſſel built in 
this commonwealth, and owned ei. 


ther in whole or in part by any of 


the ſubjects of the king of Great 
a Cargo upon 
her firſt departure from this com- 
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monwealth, upon the ſame terms, 


and no further reſtrictions than if 
aid veſſel was owned by the citizens 
of theſe ſtates, 0 
And be it further enacted, that 
this act ſhall continue in full force 
until the United States in congreſs 
aſſembled ſhall be veſted with com- 
petent power for the purpoſe, and 
mall have paſſed an ordinance for 
the regulation of the commerce of 
theſe ſtates; and the period may 


arrive when the ſaid ordinance is to 


take effect, and no longer. 

ln the houſe of repreſentatives, 
June 23, 1785.—This bill having 
had three ſeveral readings, paſſed to 
be enacted, Es 
NaTHANIEL GORHAM, Speaker. 
In ſenate, June 23, 1785, This 
bill having had two ſeveral readings, 
paſſed to be enatted, 


Saver PAHILI rs, jun. Preſident. 


By the Governor, Approved. 
IaAuzs Bowpoin, 


True copy. Atteſt. 


An authentic Copy of the Iriſh Reſolu- 
tions, with Amendments, as pro- 
ſoſed by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
cheguer. 

Die Jovis, 12 Maii, 1785. 
os Hang it is highly important 


to the general intereſt of 


the Britiſh empire, that the inter- 
courſe and commerce between Great 
Britain and Ireland ſhould be finally 
regulated on permanent and equita- 
ble principles, for the mutual be- 
nefit of both countries. 

2. That a full participation of 
commercial advantages ſhould be 
permanently ſecured to Ireland, 
whenever a proviſion equally per- 
manent and ſecure ſhall be made by 
the parliament of that kingdom, to- 


wards defraying, in proportion to 
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its growing proſperity, the neceſſary 
expences in time of peace, of pro- 
tecting the trade and general inte- 

reſts of the empire. 7 „ SIDAL 
3. That towards carrying into 
fall effect ſo deſirable a ſettlement, 
it is fit and proper that all articles, 
not the growth or manufacture of 
Great Britain or Ireland, ſhould be 
imported into each kingdom from 
the other reciprocally, under the 

ſame regulations, and at the ſame 

duties, if ſubje& to duties, to which 
they are liable when imported di- 
rectly from the place of their 


growth, product, or manufacture; 


and that all duties originally paid 
on importation into either countr 
reſpectively, „except on arrack 
« and foreign brandy, and on rum, 
« and all ſorts of ſtrong waters, not 
« imported from the Britiſh colo- 
<< nies in the Weſt Indies or Ame- 
« rica,” ſhall be fully drawn back 
on exportation to the other. 
4. That it is highly important ta 
the general intereſts of the Britiſh 
empire, that the laws for regulating 
trade and navigation ſhould be the 
ſame in Great Britain and Ireland 
and therefore, that it is eſſential to- 
wards carrying into effect che pre- 
ſent ſettlement, that all laws which 
have been made, or ſhall be made 
in Great Britain, for ſecuring ex- 


cluſive privileges to the ſhips and 


mariners of Great Britain, Ireland, 
and the Britiſh colonies and planta- 
tions, and for regulating and re- 
ſtraining the trade of the Britiſh 


colonies and plantations, ſhall be in 


force in Ireland in the ſame manner 
as in Great Britain; and that pro- 
per meaſures ſhould from time to 
time be taken, for effectually carry- 
ing the ſame into execution. 

5. That it is further eſſential to 
this ſettlement, that all goods and 
[Aa] 4 commodities 
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commodities of the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of Britiſh or foreign 
colonies, in America or the Weſt 
Indies, and the Britiſh or foreign 
ſettlements on the coaſts of Africa, 
imported into Ireland, ſhould, on 
importation, be ſubje& to the ſame 
duties as the like goods are, or from 
time to time ſhall be ſuhject to, upon 
1mportation into Great Britain, 
6. That in order to prevent illi- 
cit practices, injurious to the reve- 
nue and commerce of both king- 
doms, it is expedient that all bon: 
whether of the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of Great Britain or 
Ireland, or of any foreign country, 
which ſhall hereafter be imported 
into Great Britain from Ireland, or 
into Ireland from Great Britain, 
ſhould be put, by laws to be paſſed 
in the parliament of the two king- 
doms, under the ſame regulations 
with reſpect to bonds, cockets, and 
other inſtruments, to which the like 
goods are now ſubject, in paſſing 
from one port of Great Britain to 
another; and that all goods, the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of 
Ireland, imported into Great Bri- 
tain, be accompanied with a like 
certificate, as is now required by 
law, on the importation of Iriſh li- 
nens into Great Britain. 
7. That for the like purpoſe it is 
alſo expedient, that when any goods, 
the growth, produce, or manufac- 
ture af the Britiſh Weſt India iſ- 
lands, ſhall be ſhipped from Ireland 
for Great Britain, they ſhould be 
accompanied with ſuch original cer- 
tificates of the revenue officers of the 
Britiſh ſugar cqlonies, as ſhall be re- 
quired by law on importation' into 
Great Britain; and that when the 
whole quantity included in one cer- 


tificate ſhall not be ſhipped at any 


ing at any of the ports in Ireland, 


one time, the original certificate, 
properly endorſed as to quantity, 
ſhould be ſent with the firſt parcel; 
ard. to identify the remainder, if 
ſhipped at any future period, new 
certificates ſhould be granted by the 
pres! officers of the ports in Ire. 
and, extracted from a regiſter of 
the original documents, ſpecifying 


the quantities before ſhipped from 


thence, by what veſſels, and to what 
port. N N 

8. That it is eſſential for carry- 
ing into effect the preſent ſettlement, 
that all goods exported from Ire- 
land to the Britiſh colonies in the 
Weſt Indies or America, ſhould from 
this time be made liable to ſuch du- 
ties and drawbacks, and put under 
ſuch regulations, as may be neceſſary, 
in order that the ſame may not be 
exported with leſs incumbrance of 


duties or impoſitions, than the like 


goods ſhall be burthened with when 
exported from Great Britain. 

9. That it is eſſential to the ge- 
neral commercial intereſt of the em- 


pire, that no goods of the growtb, 


produce, or manufacture of any 


countries beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope, ſhould be importable into 


Ireland from any foreign European 


country; and that fo long as the 


parliament of this kingdom ſhall 
think it adviſable that the commerce 
to the countries beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope ſhall be carried on ſolely 
by an excluſive company, no goods 
of the growth, produce, or manu- 
facture of the ſaid countries ſhould 
be allowed to be imported into Ire- 
land, but through Great Britain, 
and that the ſhips going from Great 
Britain to any of the ſaid countries 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope 
ſhould not be reſtrained from touch- 
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and taking on board there any of 


the goods of the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of that kingdom. 

10. That it is neceſſary, for the 
general benefit of the Briuſh empire, 
that no prohibition ſhould exiit in 
either country againſt the importa- 
tion, uſe, or ſale of any article, the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of 
the other (“ except ſuch as either 
« kingdom may judge expedient, 
« from time to time, upon corn, 
« meal, malt, flour, and biſcuits,“) 
and that the duty on the importa- 


tion of every ſuch article, if ſubject 


to duty in either country, ſhould be 
preciſely the ſame 1a the one coun- 
try as in the other, except where an 
en may be neceſſary, in either 


country, in conſgquence of an in- 
| ternal duty on any ſuch article of 


ts own conſumption. 

11. That in all caſes where the 
duties on articles of the growth, pro- 
duct, or manufacture of either coun- 


try, are different on the importation 


into the other, it is expedient that 


they ſhould be reduced, in the king- 


dom where they are the higheſt, to 


the amount payable in the other ; 


and that all ſuch articles ſhould be 


exportable from the kingdom into 
which they ſhall be imported, as 
free from duty as any ſimilar com- 
modities or home manufactures of 
the ſame kingdom. . 

12. That it is alſo proper, that 
in all caſes where the articles of the 
conſumption of either kingdom ſhall 
be charged with an internal duty on 
the manufacture, the ſame manu- 
facture, when imported from the 


© Other, may be charged with a fur- 


ther duty on importation, adequate 
to countervail the internal duty on 
the manufacture, except in the caſe 
of beer imported into Ireland; ſuch 


| farther duty to continue ſo long only 


136. 


as the internal conſumption ſhall be 
charged with the duty or duties, to 
balance which it ſhall be impoſed, 


and that where there is a duty on 


the importation of the raw material 
of any manufacture, in one king- 


dom, greater than the duty on the 
like raw material in the other, or 


where the whole or part of ſuch 


duty on the raw material is drawn 


back, or compenſated, on exporta- 


tion of the manufacture from one 


kingdom to the other, ſuch manu- 
facture may, on its importation, be 


charged with a countervailing duty 


as may be ſufficient to ſubje& the 


ſame, ſo imported, to the ſame bur- 


dens as the manufacture compoſed 


of the like raw material is ſubject to, 


in conſequence of duties on the im- 
338 of ſuch material in the 


ingdom into which ſuch manu- 
facture is ſo imported; and the ſaid 
manufactures, ſo imported, ſhall be 


entitled to ſuch drawbacks or boun- 


ties on exportation, as may leave 


the ſame ſubje& to no heavier bur- 


den than the home-made manu- 


facture. 8 
13. That in order to give per- 
manency to the ſettlement now in- 
tended to be eſtabliſned, it is ne- 
ceſſary that no prohibition, or new 
or additional duties ſhould be here- 


after impoſed in either kingdom, on 


the importation of any article of the 


growth, product, or manufacture of 


the other, except ſuch additional 


duties as may be requiſite to balance 
duties on internal conſumption, pur- 


ſuant to the foregoing reſolution. 
14. That for the ſame purpoſe, 


it is neceſſary, farther, that no pro- 


hibition, or new or additional duty, 
ſhould be hereafter impoſed in ei- 
ther kingdom on the exportation ot 
any article of native growth, pro- 


duct, or manufacture, from thence 
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to the other; except ſuch as either 
kingdom may deem expedient, from 
time to time, upon corn, meal, malt, 
four, and biſcuits. Fa 

15. That for the ſame purpoſe 


it is neceſſary that no bounties 
whatſoever ſhould be paid or pay- 


able in either kingdom, on the ex- 
portation of any article to the other, 
except ſuch as relate to corn, meal, 
malt, flour, and biſcuits, beer, and 
ſpirits diſtilled from corn, and ſuch 


as are in the nature of drawbacks, 


or compenſations for duties paid; 
and that no bounty ſhould be grant- 
ed on the exportation of any article 
to any Britiſh colonies or planta- 
tions, or on the exportation of any 
article imported from the Britiſh 


Plantations, or any manufacture 


made of ſuch article, unleſs in 
caſes where a ſimilar bounty is pay- 
able in Great Britain, on exporta- 
tion from thence, or where ſuch 
bounty is merely in the nature of a 
drawback, or compenſation of or 


for duties paid, over and above any 


aid thereon in Britain. 

16, That it is expedient, for the 
general benefit of the Rriciſh em- 
pire, that the importation of articles 


from foreign fates ſhould be regu. 


hated from time to time in each 
kingdom, on ſuch terms as may af- 
ford an effectual preference to the 
im portation of ſimilar articles of the 

growth, product, or manufacture of 
the other. 

17. That it is expedient, that the 
copy - rights of the authors and book - 


ſellers of Great Britain ſfiould con- 


tinue to be protected in the man- 
ner they are at preſent, by the laws 
of Great Britain; and that it is juſt 
that meaſure ſhould be taken by 
the parliament of Ireland, for giv- 


ing the like protection to the copy · 


rights of the authors and bookſellers 
of that kingdom. 

18. That the appropriation of what. 
ever ſum the groſs hereditary reve. 
nue of the kingdom of Ireland (the 
due collection thereof being ſecured 


by permanent proviſion) ſhall pro. 
duce, after deducting all drawbacks, 


re- pay ments, or bounties granted in 
the nature of drawbacks, over and 
above the ſum of ſix hundred and 


fifty. ſix thouſand pounds in each 
year, towards the ſupport of the 


naval force of the empire, to be ap- 
plied in ſuch manner as the parlia- 
ment of Ireland ſhall direct, by an 
act to be paſſed for that purpoſe, 
will be a ſatis factory proviſion, pro- 
portioned to the growing proſperity 
of that kingdom, towards defray- 


ing, in time of peace, the neceſſary 


expences of protecting the trade and 
general intereſts of the empire. 


The 4th, ch, 6th, 7th, Sch, gth, 


and 17th reſolutions, are New. 


The 12th and 18th reſolutions are 


ALTERED, 7 | 
The words marked with inverted 
commas, in the 3d and 10th reſolu- 


- 


tions, are NEW. 


__—_—— 


The Mancheſter - Petition, figned by 
One hundred and Twenty thouſand 
Perſons, preſented to the Houſe of 
Lords, 17th Fune. 


To the right honourable the lords 


| ſpiritual and temporal, in parlia- 
ment aflembled, 5 


SHEWETH, af | 
H AT your petitioners, juſly 
alarmed at the injurious ten- 
dency of the propoſitions, moved in 
the Iriſh houſe of commons by Mr. 
Orde, humbly petitioned the ho- 


nourable 
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nourable the commons of Great 
Britain, upon their introduction into 
that honourable houſe, that they 
would be pleaſed to reject the ſame, 
as unjuſt, unwiſe, unreaſonable, and 
impolitic, not having either equity, 
equality, or reciprocity for their ba- 
ſis; nor do they conceive, notwith- 


ſtanding the many and great altera- 


tions which they have undergone in 
that honourable houſe, that THAT 
reciprocity is by any means eſta- 
bliſhed, which can alone make them 
permanent; becauſe, as far as your 
petitioners are able to comprehend, 
the principles upon which they are 
founded are by no means either equal 
or equitable, as not affording a ſuf- 
ficient protection to the manufac- 
tures of the country, in proportion 
to the very heavy burdens with 
waich they are loaded, and from 
which thoſe of Ireland are ſo nearly 
exempted ; added to which, Jinens, 
the ſtaple manufacture of Ireland, 
are for ever tobe admitted duty-free 
into this county, whillt not only the 
ſtaple, but alſo every other manu- 
facture of Great Britain, except 
that of linen, is to be charged with 
a duty of ten and an half per cent, 
upon their importation into Ireland, 
at the ſame time that the amount of 
Iriſh linens, imported into Great 
Britain, is nearly equal in value to 
the whole of the Britiſh manufac- 
tures exported to that country. 
Vour petitioners humbly beg leave 
to ſtate to this right honourable 
houſe, the diſadvantages they labour 
under now, and have for ſome time 
ſuffered in their foreign markets, 
through the partial, not to ſay im- 
politic laws, in favour of Iriſh li- 
nens, to the excluſion of foreign li- 
nens from our market, and the de- 
preflion of the Britiſh linen manu- 


fatture. In Ruſſia there 15 now ex- 


F 


[363 


iſting an impoſt of thirty per cent. 
ad valorem, upon ſome of our Eng- 
liſh manufactures; and in Germany 
a prohibitory edict has either already 
taken place, or is upon the point o 
ſo doing, and which in all probabi- 
lity the determination of the Britiſh 
legiſlature on the Iriſh propoſitions 
will tend to annul, or for ever con- 
firm; if, therefore, inſtead of leay- 
ing an opening for a commercial 
regulation for thoſe ſtates who are 
ſo able, and have hitherto ſhewn 
themſelves ſo willing, upon the true 
principles of reciprocity, to increaſe 
in a very conſiderable. degree the 
conſumption of Britiſh manufac- 
tures, the legiſlature of this country 
ſhould preclude themſelves from the 
power of hearkening to fair and ad- 


- vantageous offers, and ſhould for 


ever bind themſelves from doing ſo, 
it may merit the moſt ſerious conſi- 
deration of this right honourable 
houſe, what meaſures your petition- 
ers, as ſubjects and manufacturers of 


this nation, are to expect from pow- 


ers ſo circumſtanced. 
But your petitioners do not con- 
fine their views to the danger ariſin 

immediately and directly from chefs 
propoſitions, as RAGE, the manu- 
factures of the town and neighbour- 
hood of Mancheſter only ; but feel 


themſelves equally entitled as ſub- 


jects of this country, to proteſt a- 
gainſt all the propoſitions, taken ag- 


gregately, as a new and deſtructive 


yſtem of policy, which, by univer- 


ſally undermining the commercial 


intereſts of Great Britain, muſt con- 
ſequently affect every intereſt, trade, 
and manufacture within it, the proſ- 
perity of which depends evidently 
upon the general wealth, commerce, 
and proſperity of the whole na- 
tion. „ 
Your petitioners humbly beg leave 
| | to 


- 
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to obſerve to this right honourable 
hoaſe, that if the propoſitions had 
paſſed in the ſtate in which they 
were originally introduced into the. 


Britiſh houſe of commons, it is evi- 


dent, from the alterations which that 


honourable houſe has fince judged it 


expedient to make in them, the moſt 
fatal conſequences muſt have enſued 
to the landed, funded, and commer- 
cial intereſts of Great Britain; and 
though ſomething has been done, 
much more remains to be effected, 
and which your petitioners hope for, 


from the wiſdom, integrity, and in- 


dependence of your lardſhips. 

Your petitioners are fully con- 
vinced that no ſyſtem but what pre- 
ſcribes a participation of burthens, 
as well as advantages, can either be 
fair, equitable, or permanent, and 


therefore they are of opinion, that 


a complete union in commerce, po- 
licy, and legiſlation, is the moſt 


probable means of eſtabliſhing a 


ſing harmony and good-will be- 


tween the two nations, and prevent- 


ing that jealouſy and diſcord which 
the prefent propoſitions are ſo very 
likely to promote and encourage: 
but ſuch ſyſtem, they humbly ap- 
prehend, can only be the reſult of 
mature deliberation, and which your 
petitioners preſume there is not 
time to eſtabliſh at this advanced 
period of the ſeſſion. | 

© Your petitioners therefore moſt 
humbly beſeech your lordſhips, that 


they may be heard by themſelves or 


counſel at the bar of this right ho- 
nourable houſe, againſt the ſaid pro- 


politions: and that your lordſhips 


wil grant them ſuch relief as to this 


Tight honourable houſe ſhall ſeem 
meet. 

And your petitioners ſhall ever 
Pray, &c. | 


This petition was ſigned by one 
hundred and twenty thouſand per- 
ſons. 0 
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T he following is the letier written by 
the King of Pruſſia to the States 
General of the United Provinces of 
the Low Countries, relative to the 


Prince of Orange. 


ce High and mighty lords, and 


particularly good friends and 
- neighbours, &c. | 
cc E, Frederic, by the grace 
W of God, king of Prafii 
margrave of Brandenbourg, &c. 
&c. &c. | 5 . 
After having communicated to 
your high mightineſſes our uneaſi- 
neſs and intentions by our ample 
leter of the 2gth of February, of 


the laſt year, reſpecting the diſa- 


greeable ſituation for ſome time be- 
tore of the lord hereditary ſtadt- 
holder prince of Orange and Naſſau; 
and having received on that head, 
on the part of your high mightineſſes, 
by your anſwer of the 311t of Au- 


guſt of the ſame year, aſſurances ſo 
agreeable reſpecting that affair, we 


did, hope that theſe circumſtances 
would not have taken place auy 
more; but, on the contrary, that 
the ſaid lord hereditary ſtadtholder 
would have been left in the quiet 
exerciſe of the inconteſtible prero- 
gatives appertaining to his dignity 
of hereditary ſtadtholder. 


ce But fince we learn the contra- 


ry, and even ſome very unfavoura- 
ble advices from ſome of the pro- 


vinces of your high mightineſſes, 


this has excited us to diſpatch to the 


lords ſtates of the province of Hol- 


land and Weſt Friſeland, a letter of 
which a copy is incloſed. 185 
« Being 
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Being convinced of your high 
mightineſſes, love of equity, and of 
your affection for the houſe of Orange 
and Naſſau, which has merited it, 
in all the ſtates of the United Pro- 
vinces, we moſt earneſtly pray your 
high mightineſſes, by the preſent, 
35 a neighbour and friend, to inter- 
poſe in the preſent diſagreeable 
events, and that you will addreſs 
with zeal, both the lords, ſtates of 
Holland and Weſt Friſeland, and 
the ſtates of the other provinces, 
where neceſſary, in order that the 
lord hereditary ſtadtholder may 
peaceably enjoy the right belong- 
ing to him hereditarily, that thoſe 
taken from him may be reſtored, 
and that a perfect harmony may be 
re-eſtabliſhed. 5 

« Thus we recommend by the 
preſent, in the moſt ſerious manner 
to your high mightineſſes, the wel- 
fare and intereſts of the lord here- 
ditary ttadtholder, of our dear niece, 
and of their family, which gives ſo 
much hopes; that your high migh- 
tineſſes therefore will vouchſafe to 
take into deliberation, and make the 
lords of the reſpective ſtates conſider, 
that we cannot be indifferent reſpect- 
ing the cruel and unmerited fate of 
perſons ſo nearly related to us; but, 
on the contrary, that we ſhall watch 
over the preſervation of the welfare 
due to them, and to which we ought 
to contribute by every poſlible 
means. To that effect, we effec- 
tually preſent our impartial me- 
dation, in quality of friend and 
neighbour, and with the beſt inten- 
tions, 5 | 

We hope to ſee, in conſequence, 
that our wiſhes will be fulfilled in 
that reſpect; and in this expectation 
we remain at all times, affectionate 


to your high mi ghtineſſes as a friend 
and a neighbour. _ 

a FREDERICK. 

Berlin, Sept. 18, 1785. 

and underneath , 

HERTSBERG. 

FINCKEN STEIN. | 
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Heads of the principal Acts of Par- 


liament, paſſed in the Year 1784. 
AN act for eſtabliſhing certain re- 


gulations e the port- 
age and conveyance of letters and 


packets by the poſt between Great 


Britain and Ireland. 5 
An act for further continuing, for 
a limited time, an act made in the 
twenty - third year of the reign of his 
preſent majeſty, intituled, An act 
for preventing certain inſtruments 
from being required from ſhips be- 
longing to the United States of A- 
merica; and to give to his majeſty, 


for a limited time, certain powers 


for the better carrying on trade and 
commerce between the ſubjects of 
his majeſty's dominions, and the in- 


habitants of the ſaid United States.?” 


An act for the better regulation 
and management of the affairs of 
the Eaſt India company, and of the 


Britith- poſſeſſions in India; and for 
eſtabliſhing a court of judicature, 


for the more ſpeedy and effectual 
trial of perſons accuſed of offences 
committed in the Eaſt Indies. 

An act to enable his majeſty to 
grant to the heirs of the former pro- 


prietors, upon certain terms and 


conditions, the forfeited eſtates in 
Scotland, Which were put under the 


management of a board of truſtees, 


by an act paſſed in the twenty- fifth 
| year 
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ing George the Second; and to 
repeal the aid act. TR 
An act for the effectual tranfpor- 


tation of felons, and other offenders; 


and to authorize the removal of pri- 
ſoners in certain caſes; and for other 
Purpoſes therein mentioned. 


An act for granting to his majeſty. 


certain additional rates of 52 
for conveyance of letters and pack- 
ets by the poſt, within the kingdom 


of Great Britain; for preventing 
frauds in the revenue carried on by 


the conveyance of certain goods in 


letters and packets; and for further 


| PRI frauds and abuſes in re- 
ation to the ſending and receiving 
of letters and packets free from 


poſtage. | 


AC 
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Heads of the principal Acts of Par- 
ment paſſed in 1785. 


F OR confining, for a limited 
time, the trade between the ports 
of the United States of America, 
and his majeſty's ſubjects in the 
Hand of Newfoundland, to bread, 
flour, and live ftock, to be import- 
ed in none but Britiſh-built ſhips, 
actually belonging to Britiſh ſub- 

bes and navigated according to 
law, clearing out from the ports of 
his majeſty's European dominions, 


hom of the reign of his late majeſty 


and furniſhed with a licence accord: 
_- a form thereunto annexed. 

For appointing commiſſioners to 
enquire into the fees, gratuities, per. 

uiſites, and emoluments, which are 
or have been lately received in the 
ſeveral -public offices therein men- 
tioned ; to examine into any abuſes 
which may exiſt in the ſame, and to 
report ſuch obſervations as thall oc. 
cur to them for the better condud. 
ing and managing the buſineſs tranſ- 
acted in the ſaid offices. 

For the better regulating the of. 
fice of the treaſurer of his majeſty's 
navy. 5 
For the better examining and au- 
diting the public accounts of this 
kingdom. | 

For appointing commiſſioners fur- 
ther to enquire into the loſſes and 
ſervices of all ſuch perſons who have 
ſuffered in their rights, properties, 
and profeſſions, during the late un. 
happy diſſenſions in America, in 


. conſequence of their loyalty to his 
majeſty, and attachment to the Bri- 
' tiſh government. 


To limit the duration of polls 
and ſcrutinies, and for making other 
regulations, touching the election 
of members to ſerve in parliament 
for places within England and 
Wales, and for Berwick upon 
Tweed; and alſo for removing dif- 
ficulties which may ariſe for want 
of returns being made of members 
to ſerve in parhament. | 
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Account and Character of the natives 
of the Friendly Iſlands: From 

Vol. I. of Captain Cook's laſi voy- 

age to the Pacific Ocean, in he 
years 1770, 1777, 1778, 1780. 


cet P E natives of the Friendly 
1 Jflands ſeldom exceed the 
common ſtature (though we have 
meaſured ſome, who were above ſix 
feet) ; but are very ſtrong, and 
well made; eſpecially as to their 
limbs. They are generally broad 
about the ſhoulders; and though 
the muſcular diſpoſition of the men, 
which ſeems a conſequence of much 


action, rather conveys the appear- 


ance of ſtrength than of beauty, 
there are ſeveral to be ſeen, who 
are really handſome, Their fea- 


. tures. are very various; inſomuch, 


that it is ſcarcely poſſible to fix on 


any general likeneſs, by which to 
characterize them, unleſs it be a 


fullneſs at the point of the noſe, 
which is very common. But, on 
the other band, we met with hun- 
dxeds of truly European faces, and 
many genuine Roman noſes, a- 
- mongſt them. Their eyes and teeth 


are good; but the laſt neither ſo 


remarkably white, nor ſo well ſet 
as is often found amongſt Indian 
nations; though, to balance that, 
few of them have any uncommon 
thickneſs about the lips, a defect 
el frequent as the other perfec- 

n. 1 | 


Vox. XXVII. 


The women ate not ſo much dif- 
tinguiſhed from the men by their 
features as by their general form, 
which is, for the moſt part, deſti- 
tute of that ſtrong fleſhy firmneſs 
that appears in the latter. Though 
the features of ſome are ſo delicate, 
as not only to be a true iodex of 
their ſex, but to Jay claim fo & 
conſiderable ſhares of beauty and 
expreſſion, the rule is, by no means, 
ſo general as in many other coun- 
tries: But, at the ſame time, this 
is frequently the molt exception- 
able part; for the bodies and limbs 


of moſt of the females are well pro- 


portioned; and ſome, abſolutely, 
perfect models of a beautiful figure. 
But the moſt remarkable diſtinction 
in the women, is the uncommon 
ſmallneſs and delicacy of their 
fingers, which may be put in com- 
petition with the fineſt in Europe. 
The general colour is a caſt 
deeper than the copper brown; but 
ſeveral of the men and women have 
a true olive complexion ; and ſome 
of the laſt are even a great deal 
fairer; which is probably the effect 
of being leis expoſed to the ſun; as 
a tendency to corpulence, in a few 


of the principal people, ſeems to 


be the confequence of a more in- 
dolent life. It is alſo amongſt the 


laſt, that a ſoft clear ſkin is moſt 
frequently obferved. Amongſt the 
bulk of the people, the fin is, 
hue, 
with 


more commonly, of a dull 


* 
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with ſome degree of roughneſs, eſ- 
pecially the parts that are not co- 
vered; which, perhaps, may be 
occaſioned by ſome cutaneous diſ- 
eaſe. We faw a man and boy at 
Happace, and a child at Anna- 
mouka, perfectly white. Such have 
been found amongſt all black na- 
tions; but I apprehend that their 


colour is rather a diſeaſe, than a 


natural phznomenon. 

There are, nevertheleſs, upon 
the whole, few natural defects or 
deformities to be found amongſt 
them; though we ſaw two or three 
with their teet bent inward ; and 
ſome afflicted with a fort of blind- 
neſs, occaſioned by a diſeaſe of the 
cornea, Neither are they exempt 
from ſome other diſeaſes. The 
| moſt common of which is the tet- 


ter, or ring-worm, that ſeems to 


affect almolt one half of them, and 
leaves whitiſh ſerpentine marks, 
every where, behind it. But this 
is of leſs conſequence than another 
diſeaſe, which is very frequent, and 
appears on every part of the body, 
in large broad ulcers with thick 
white edges, diſcharging a thin, 
clear matter; ſome of which had a 
very virulent appearance, particu- 
larly thoſe on the face, which were 
ſhocking to look at. And yet we 
met with ſome who ſeemed to be 
cured of it, and others in a fair 
way of being cured ; but this was 
not effected without the loſs of the 
noſe, or of the beſt part of it. 


fact is acknowledged by them- 
ſelves}, that the people of theſe 
iftands were ſubject to this loath- 
lome diſeaſe before the Engliſh firſt 
vilited them, noticing Rap the 


As 
we know for a certainty * (and the 


fimilarity of ſymptoms, it cannct 
be the effect of the venereal conta. 
gion; unleſs we adopt a ſuppoſition, 
which I could wiſh had ſufficient 
foundation in truth, that. the vene- 
real diſorder was not tntroduced 
here from Europe, by our ſhips in 
1773. It, aſſuredly, was now found 
to exiſt amongſt them ; for we had 
not been long there, before ſome of 
our people received the infection; 
and FI had the mortification to learn 
from thence, that all the care 1 
took, when I firſt viſited theſe 
iſlands, to prevent this dreadful 
diſeaſe from being communicated 
to their inhabitants, had proved 
ineffectual. What is extraordinary, 
they do not ſeem to regard it 
much; and as we ſaw few ſigns of 


its deſtroying eFe&s, probably the 


climate, and the way of living of 
theſe people, greatly abate its vi- 
rulence. There are two other dil- 


_ eaſes frequent amongſt them; one 


of which is an indolent firm fwell- 


ing, which affects the legs and 


arms, and increaſes them to an 
extraordinary ſize in their whole 
length. The other is a tumour of 
the ſame ſort, in the teſticles, which 
ſometimes exceed the ſize of tix 
two fiſts. But, in other reſpects, 
they may be conſidered as uncom- 
monly healthy; not a fingle pet- 
ſon having been ſeen, during our 
tay, confined to the houſe, by 
ſickneſs of any kind. On the con- 
trary, their ſtrength and activit) 
are, every way, anſwerable to thel 
muſcular appearance; and toe) 
exert both, in their uſual emplo- 
ment, and in their diverſions, 18 
ſuch a manner, that there can be 
no doubt of their being, 28 Jes, 


-* Sce Vol. tt. p. 20, of Captain Cook's Voyage, where he gives 2 particuizr 


account of meeting with a perſon afflicted with this diſeaſe, 


bis landing there in 3773s 


at Annamooka, en 


lite 


little debilitated by the numerous 
diſeaſes that are the conſequence of 
indolence, and an unnatural method 
of life. 123 CR Sa 
The praceful air and firm ſtep 
with which theſe people walk, are 


not the leaſt obvious proof of their 


perſonal, accompliſhments. They 


confider this as a thing ſo natural, 


or ſo neceſſary to be acquired, that 
nothing uſed to excite their laugh. 


. ter ſooner, than to ſee us frequently 
ſtumbling upon the roots of trees, or 
other inequalities of the ground. 


Their countenances very remark- 


ably expreſs the abundant mildneſs, 


or good-nature which they poſſeſs ; 


and are entirely free from that ſa- 
vage keenneſs which marks nations 
in a barbarous ſtate. 


One would, 
indeed, be apt to fancy that they 
had been bred up under the ſevereſt 
reſtrictions, to acquire an aſpeR ſo 


ſettled, and ſuch a command of 
_ their paſſions, as well as ſteadineſs 


in conduct. But they are, at the 


ſame time, frank, cheerful, and 
good - humoured; though, ſome- 
times, in the preſence of their 
Chiefs, they put on a degree of 


gravity, and ſuch a ſerious air as 

becomes ſtiff and aukward, and has 

an appearance of reſerve. 1 
Their peaceable diſpoſition is 


ſufficiently evinced, from the friend- 


ly reception all ſtrangers have met 
with, who have viſited them. In- 


Head of offering to attack them 


openly, or clandeſtinely, as has 
been the cafe with moſt of the in- 


habitants of theſe ſeas, they have 


never appeared, in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree, hoſtile ; but on the contrary, 


luke the moſt civilized people, have 
- Courted an intercourſe with their 
viſiters, by bartering, which is the 
only medium that unites all nations 


in a fort of friendſhip, They un- 


CHARACTERS. 3 


derſtand barter (which they call at- 
&atou) ſo perfectly, that, at firſt, 
we imagined they might have ac- 


quired this knowledge of it by 


commercial intercourſe with the 


neighbouring iſlands; but we were 


afterwards aſſured, that they had 
little or no traffic, except with 
Feejee, from which they get the red 
feathers, and the few other articles, 
mentioned before. Perhaps, no na- 
tion in the world traffic with more 
honeſty and leſs diſtruſt. We could 
always ſafely permit them to exa- 
mine our goods, and to hand them 
about, one to another; and they 
put the ſame confidence in us. If 
either party repented of the bargain, 
the goods were re-exchanged with 
mutual conſent and good humour. 
Upon the whole, they ſeem poſſeſſed 
of many of the moſt excellent qua- 
lities that adorn the human mind; 
ſuch as induſtry, ingenuity, perſe- 
verance, affability, and, perhaps, 
other virtues which our ſhort ſtay with 
them might prevent our obſerving. 
The only defect ſullying their 
character, that we know of, is a 
propenſity to thieving; to which, 
we found, thoſe of all ages, and 
both ſexes, addicted; and to an 


uncommon degree. It ſhould, how 


ever, be conſidered, that this ex- 
ceptionable part of their conduct 
ſeemed to exiſt merely with reſpect 
to us; for, in their general inter- 
courſe with one another, I had rea- 
ſon to be of opinion, that thefts do 
not happen more frequently (per- 
haps leſs ſo) than in gther countries, 
the diſhoneſt practices of whoſe 
worthleſs individuals are not ſup- 
poſed to authorize any indiſcrimi- 
nate cenſure on the whole body of 
the people. Great allowances ſhould 
be made for the foibles of theſe 


Poor natives of the Pacific Ocean, | 


B 2 whoſe 
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"whoſe minds we overpowered with intellects. For their ſmall meſu 
the glare of objects, equally new were committed with much dexteri- 


* 
43 


** 


* 
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Ly 


to them, as they were captivating. ty; and thoſe of greater conſe. 
Stealing, amongſt the civilized and © quence with a plan or ſcheme ſuited 
enlightened” nations of the world, to the importance of the objes. 
may well be conſidered as denoting . An extraordinary inſtance of the 


a character deeply ſtained with mo- + laſt fort, their attempts to carry as 


ral turpitude, with avarice | unre- way one of the Diſcovery's anchors, 


"ſtrained by the known rules of right, at mid-day, has been already re. 


and with profligucy producing ex- lated. 


mY 


I 


treme indigence, and neglecting the Their hair is, in general, ſtraight, 


means of relieving it. But at the thick, and ſtrong; though a few 


- Friendly and other 1flands which have it buſhy or frizzled. The na- 


we vifited, the thetts, fo frequently tural colour, J believe, almoſt with- 


committed by the natives, of what out exception, is black; but the 
we had bri-ught along with us, may greateſt part of the men, and ſome 


be fairly traced to leſs culpable of the women, have it ſtained of a 
* motives. They ſeemed to ariſe, brown, or purple colour; and a few 
ſolely, from an intenſe curioſity or of an orange caſt, The firſt colour 
deſire to poſſeſs ſomething which is produced by applying a ſort of 
they had not been accuſtomed to plaiter of burnt coral, mixed with 
© before, and belonging to a fort of water; the ſecond, by the raſpings 
people ſo different from themſelves. of a reddiſh wood, which is made 
And, perhaps, if it were poſſible, up with water into a poultice, and 
that a ſer of beings, ſeemingly as laid over the hair; and the third is, 


© Ia theirs, ſhould appear amongſt us, root. 


ſepcrior in our judgment, as we are I believe, the effect of zurmeric 


it might be doubied, whether our When I firſt viſited theſe. ihn, 


natural regard to juſtice would be I thought it had been an univerſal 


able to reſtrain many from falling cuſtom for both men and women to 
into the ſame error. That [ have - wear the hair ſhort 5 but, during 
alligned the true motive for their our preſent longer ſtay, we ſaw a 


Propenlity to this practice, appears great many exceptions. Indeed, 


from their ſtealing every thing in- they are ſo whimſical in their faſhi- 
diſcriminately at firſt ſight, before ons of wearing it, that it is hard to 
they could have the leaft conception tell which is moſt in vogue. Some 


of converting their prize to any have it cut off from one fide of the 


done uſeful purpoſe. But, I believe, head, while that on tbe other fide 


wich us, no perſon would forfeit his remains long; ſome have only 2 
reputation, or | expoſe himſelf to portion of it cut ſhort, or, perhaps, 


puniſhment, without knowing, be- ſhaved; others have it entirely cut 


fore hand, how to employ the ſtolen off, except a ſingle lock, which is 


s. Upon the whole, the pil- left commonly on one fide ; or, it 


fering diſpoſition of thele iſlanders, is ſuffered to grow to its full length, 
though certainly diſagreeable and without any of theſe mutilations. 
troubleſome to ſtrangers, was the The women, in general, wear it 
means of affording us ſome infor- ſhort. The men have their beards 

mätion, as to the quickneſs of their cut ſhort ; and both men and -_ 


# 
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men ſtrip the hair from their arm- 
its. The operation by which this 
is per formed has been already de- 
ſeribed. The men are ſtained from 
about the middle of the belly, to 
about half way down the thighs, 
with a deep blue colour. This is 
done with a flat bone inſtrument, 
cut full of fine teeth, which, being 
dipped in the ſtaining mixture, pre- 
pared from the juice of the dooe dove, 
is ſtruck into the ſkin with a bit of 
ſtick ; and, by that means, inde- 
lible marks are made. In this 
manner they trace lines and figures, 
which, in ſome, are very elegant, 
both from the variety, and from 


the arrangement. The women have 


only a few ſmall lines or ſpots, thus 
imprinted, on the inſide of their 
hands. Their kings, as a mark of 


diſtinction, are exempted from this. 


cuſtom, as alſo from inflicting on 
themfelves any of thoſe bloody 
marks of mourning, which ſhall be 
mentioned in another place. 

The men are all circumciſed, or 
rather ſuperciſed; as the operation 
conſiſts in cutting off only a ſmall 


piece of the foreſkin, at the upper 


part; which, by that means, is 
rendered incapable, ever after, of 
covering the x This is all they 
aim at; as they ſay, the operation 
is practiſed from a notion of clean - 


C i 

The dreſs of both men and wo- 
men is the ſame z and conſiſts of a 
piece of cloth or matting (but moſtly 
the former), about two yards wide, 
and two and half long; at leaſt, ſo 
long as to go once and a half round 
the waiſt, to which it is confined by 
a girdle or cord. It is double be- 
fore, and hangs down, like a petti- 


coat, as low as the middle of the 


leg. The upper part of the gar- 
ment, above the girdle, is plaited 


* 


into ſeveral folds; fo that, when 


unfolded; there is cloth ſufficient to 
draw up and wrap round the ſhould- 
ers; which is very felcom done. 
This, as to form, is the. general 


dreſs; but large pieces of cloth, 


and fine matting, are worn only by 
the ſuperior people. I he interior 
ſort are ſatisfied with ſmall pieces; 
and, very often, wear nothing but a. 
covering made of leaves of plants,, 
or the maro, which is a narrow piece 
of cloth, or matting, like a ſaſh. 
This they paſs between the. thighs, 
and wrap round the waiſt ; but the 
uſe of it is chiefty confined to the 
men. In their great hatwas, or en- 
tertainments, they have various dreſ- 
ſes made for the purpoſe; but the 


form, is always the ſame ; and the 


richeſt dreſſes are covered, more or 
leſs, with red feathers, On what 
particular occaſion their Chiefs wear 
their large red feather-caps, I could 
not learn, Both men and women 
ſometimes ſhade their faces from the 


ſun wich little bonnets, made of va» 


rious materials.. 1. 

As the cloathing, ſo are the orna- 
ments, worn by thoſe of both ſexes, 
the ſame. The moſt common of 


theſe are necklaces, made of the 


frujt of the pandanus, and various 
ſweet- ſmelling flowers, which 75 
under the general name of Aab 


* 


Others are compoſed of ſmall ſhells, 


the wing and leg- bones of birds, 
ſhark's teeth, and other things; all 


which hang looſe upon the breaſt, 


In the ſame manner, they often 
wear a mother-of pearl ſhell, neatly 
poliſhed, or a ring of the ſame ſub- 
ſtance carved, on the upper part of 


the arm; rings of tortoiſe ſhell on 


the fingers; and a number of theſe, 
joined together, as bracelets on the 
wrilts. 1 | 2 
The lobes of the ears (though, 
B „ £4145 4 OW 
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. Moſt frequently, only one) are per- 
forated with two holes, in which 
they wear cylindrical bits of ivory, 
about three inches long, introduced 
at one hole, and brought out of the 
Other; or bits of reed of the ſame 
ſize, filled with a yellow pigment. 
This ſeems to be a fine powder of 
turmeric, with which the women rub 
themſelves all over, in the ſame 
Manner as our ladies uſe their dry 
rouge upon the cheeks. 
Nothing appears to give them 
greater pleaſure than perſonal clean- 
lineſs; to produce which, they fre- 
quently bathe in the ponds, which 
ſeem to ſerve no other purpoſe *. 
Though the water in moſt of them 
ſtinks intolerably, they prefer them 
to the ſea; and they are ſo ſenſible 
that ſalt water hurts their ſkin, that 
when neceſſity obliges them to bathe 
| In the ſea, they commonly have 
ſome cocoa - nut ſhells, filled with 
freſh water, poured over them, to 
waſh it off. They are immode- 


rately fond of cocoa-nut oil for the 


ſame reaſon; a great quantity of 
which they not only pour upon 


their head and ſhoulders, but rub 
the body all over, briſkly, with a 


ſmaller quantity. And none but 
thſe who have ſeen this practice, 
can eaſily conceive how the appear- 
ance of the ſkin is improved by it. 


'This oil; however, 1s not to be 


procured by every one; and the 
inferior ſort of people, doubtleſs, 
appear leſs ſmooth for the want of 


it.“ : ; 


94 80 at the Caroline Iflands. „Ils font accoutumEs à fe baigner trois fois, le _ 


jour, le matin, à midi, et fur le ſoir.“ 
P. 314. | | 


; Tt One of the Friendly Iſlands, 


| Aecount and Character of the Natives 
of Otaheite ; from Vol. Il. of the 
fame Work. 5 


cc? OTHING could make a 
ſtronger impreſſion, at fir 
ſight, on our arrival here, than the 
remarkable contraſt between the 
robuſt make and dark colour of the 
people of Tongataboo +, and a fort 
of delicacy and whiteneſs, which 
diſtinguiſh the inhabitants of Ota. 
heite. It was even {ome time be. 
fore that difference could preponde- 
rate in favour of the Otaheiteans; 
and then only, perhaps, becauſe we 
became accuſtomed to them, the 
marks which had recommended the 
others began to be forgotten. Their 
women, however, ſtruck us as ſupe- 
rior in every reſpect; and as poſſeſ- 
ſing all thoſe delicate charaQerillics, 
which diſtinguiſh them from the 
other ſex in many countries. The 
beard which the men here wear 
long, and the hair which is not cut 
ſo ſhort, as 1s the faſhion at Tonga. 
taboo, made alſo a great difference; 
and we could not help thinking, 
that, on every occaſion, they ſhewed 
a greater degree of timidity and 

fickleneſs. The muſcular appear- 
ance, ſo common amongſt the 
Friendly Iſlanders, and which ſeems 
a conſequence of their being accul- 
tomed to much aRion, 1s loſt here, 
where the ſuperior fertility of their 
country enables the inhabitants t0 
lead a more indolent life; and its 
place is ſupplied by a plumpnels 


- and ſmoothneſs of the {kin ; which, 


Lettres Edifiantes et Curieuſes, Tom. xu. 


though, 
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though, perhaps, more conſonant 
with our ideas of beauty, is no real 
advantage; as it ſeems attended 
with a kind of languor in all their 
motions, not obſervable in the 
ethers. This obſervation is fully 
verified, in their boxing and wreſt- 
ling, which may be called little 
better than the feeble efforts of 
children, if compared to the vigour 
with which theſe exerciſes are per- 
formed at the Friendly Iſlands. 
Perſonal endowments being in 
great eſteem amongſt them, they 
have recourſe to ſeveral methods of 
improving them, according to their 
notions of beauty. In particular, 
it is a practice, eſpeczally amongſt 
the Erreves, or unmarried men of 


ſome conſequence, to undergo a 


kind of phyſical operation to render 
them fair. This is done by remain- 
ing a month or two in the houſe; 
during which time they wear a great 
quantity of clothes, eat nothing but 
bread · fruit, to which they aſcribe a 


remarkable property in whitening 


them. 'They alſo ſpeak, as if their 


corpulence and colour, at other 
times, depended upon their food; 


as they are obliged, from the 
change of ſeaſons, to uſe different 
ſorts at different times. | 

Their common diet is made up 
of, at leaſt, nine-tenths of vegeta- 
ble food; and, I believe, more par- 
yUcularly, the mahee, or fermented 
bread-fruit, which enters almoſt 
every meal, has a remarkable effect 
upon them, preventing a coſtive 
kabit, and producing a very ſenſible 
coolneſs about them, which could 
not be perceived in us who fed on 


animal food. And it is, perhaps, 
ewing to this temperate courſe of 
life that they have ſo few diſeaſes 


2mong them. | 
They only reckon five or fix, 


which might be called chronic, or 
national diſorders z amongſt which 
are the dropſy, and the fefa, or in- 
dolent ſwellings before mentioned, 
as frequent at Tongataboo. But 
this was before the arrival of the 
Europeans; for we have added to 
this ſhort catalogue, a diſeaſe which 
abundantly ſupplies the place of all 
the others, and is now almoſt uni- 
verſal. For this they ſeem to have 
no effectual remedy. The peſts, 
indeed, ſometimes give them a med- 
ley of ſimples; but they own that 
it never cures them. And yet, they 
allow that, in a few caſes, nature, 
without the aſſiſtance of a phyſician, 
exterminates the poiſon of this fa. 
tal diſeaſe, and a perfect recovery 
is produced. They ſay, that if a 
man is infected with 1t, he will of. 
ten communicate it to others in the 
ſame houſe, by feeding out of the 
ſame utenſils, or handling them; 
and that, in this caſe, they fre- 
quently die, while he recovers; 
though we ſee no reaſon why this 
ſhould happen. | 
Their behaviour, on all occaſions, 
ſeems to indicate a great openneſs 
and generoſity of diſpoſition, Omai, 
indeed, who, as their countryman, 
ſhould be ſuppoſed rather willing 
to conceal any of their defects, has 
often ſaid, that they are ſometimes 
cruel in puniſhing their enemies, 
According to his repreſentation, 
they torment them very deliberate- 
ly ; at one time, tearing out ſmall 
pieces of fleſh from different parts; 
at another, taking out the eyes; 
then cutting off the naſe ; and laſt- 
ly, killing them by opening the 
belly. But this only happens on 
particular occaſwns, If cheerful- 
neſs argues a conſcious innocence, 
one would ſuppoſe that their life 1s 
ſeldom ſullied by crimes. This, 

3 4 however, 
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however, I rather im ute to their 
feelings, which, though lively, ſeem 
in no caſe permanent; for I never 
ſaw them, in any misfortune, la- 
bour under the appearance of anxj- 


ety, after the critical moment was 


paſt, Neither does care ever ſeem 
to wrinkle their brow. On the 
contrary, even the approach of death 
does not appear to alter their uſual 
vivacity. | 
brought to the brink of the grave 
by diſeaſe, and when preparing to 
go to battle; but, in neither caſe, 


ever obſerved their countenances 
overclouded with melancholy, or ſe- 


rious reflection. | 


Such a diſpoſition, leads them to 
Jirect all their aims only to what 


can give them pleaſure and eaſe. 
'Their amuſements all tend to excite 


and continue their amorous paſſions; 


and their ſongs, of Which they are 


immoderately fond, anſwer the ſame 


purpoſe, But as a conſtant ſucceſ- 
ion of ſenſual enjoy ments muſt 
cloy, we found, chat they frequently 
varied them to more refined ſub- 


jects, and had much pleaſure in 


chanting their triumphs in war, and 


their occupations in peace; their 


trayels to other iſlands and adven- 
tures there; and the peculiar beau- 
ties, and ſuperior advantages of 
their own iſland over the reſt, or of 
different parts of it over other leſs 
Favourite diſtricts. This marks, 
that they receive great delight from 
muſic; and though they rather ex- 
preſſed a diſlike to our complicated 
com potitions, yet were they always 
delighted with the more melodious 
ſounds produced fingly on our in- 
ſtruments, as approaching nearer to 
the ſimplicity of their own. 

Neither are they ſtrangers to the 


3 ſoothing effects produced by parti- 


kulzr forts of motion; which, in 


I have ſeen them, when 


ſome caſes, ſeem to allay any per, 


turbation of mind, with as much 


ſucceſs as muſic. Of this, 1 met 
with a remarkable inſtance. For on 
walking, one day, about Matavai 
Point, where our tents were erect. 
ed, I ſaw a man paddling, in a 
{mall canoe, ſo quickly, and look- 
ing about with ſuch eagerneſs, on 
each fide, as to command all my 
attention. At firſt, I imagined that 
he had ſtolen ſomething from one of 
the ſhips, and was purſued ; but, 


on waiting patiently, ſaw him repeat 


his amuſement, He went out from 
the ſhore, till he was near the place 
where the ſwell begins to take its 
riſe ; and, watching its firſt motion 


very attentively, paddled before it, 


with great quickneſs, till he found 


that it overtook him, and had ac- 


quired ſufficient force to carry his 
canoe before it, without paſſing un- 
derneath. He then ſat motionleſs, 


and was carried along, at the ſame 
ſwift rate as the wave, till it landed 
bim upon the peach. 


ſtarted out, emptied his canoe, and 


went in ſearch of another ſwell. 1 
could not help concluding, that this 


man felt the moſt ſupreme pleaſure, 
while he was driven on, ſo faſt and 


ſo ſmoothly, by the ſea; eſpecially 


as, though the tents and ſhips were 


ſo near, he did not ſeem, in the leaſt, 


to envy, pr eyen to take any notice 
of, the crowds of his countrymen 
collected to view them as objects 
which were rare and curious. Dur- 
ing my ſtay, two or three of the na- 
tives came up, who ſeemed to ſhare 


his felicity, and always called out, 


when there was an appearance of a 


favourable ſwell, as he ſometimes 


miſſed it, by his back being turned, 
and looking about for it. By them 


I underitood, that this exerciſe, 


which is called ehorcoe, was frequent 


amongſt 


Then he 


—— 
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amongſt them; and they have pro- 


bably more amulements of this fort, 


which afford tnem at leaſt as much 
pleature as kaiting, which is the 
only one of ours, with whoſe effects 
| coovld compare it. 

The language of Otaheite, thougn 
doubtleſs ralicaily the fame with 


that of New Zeeland and tne Friend- 


ly lands, 1> aeititute of that guttu- 
ral pronunciation, and of tome con- 
ſonants, with which thole latter dia- 
lects abound. The ſpecimens we 
bare already given, are ſufficient to 
mark wherein the variation chiefly 
conliits, and to thew, hat, like the 


manners of the inhabitants, it has 
become ſoft and ſoothing. During. 


the former voyage, I had collected 


acopious vocabulary, which enabled 


me the better to compare this dia- 
lect with that of the other iſlands; 


and, during this voyage, I took 


every opportunity of improving my 
acquaintance with it, by converſing 
with Omai, before we arrived, and 


by my daily intercourſe with the na- 
tives, while we now remained there“. 


It abounds with beautiful and figu- 


rative expreſſions, which, were it 


perfectly known, would, I have no 
doubt, put it upon a level with ma- 
ny of the languages that are molt in 
eſteem for their warm and bold 
images. For inſtance ; the Otanei- 
teans expreſs their notions of death 
very emphatically, by ſaying, © | hat 
the ſoul goes into darkneſs; or ra- 
ther into night.” And, if you ſeem 
to entertain any doubt, in aſking 
the queſtion, „if ſuch a perſon is 
their mother?” they immediately 


reply, with ſarprize, Ves, the 
mother that bore me.“ 


They have- 
one expreſſion. that correſponds ex- 
actly with the phraſeology of the 
ſcriptures, where we read of the 
«« yearning of the bowels.” They. 
uſe it on all occaſions, when the paſ- 


_ . 


ſions give them uneaſineſs; as they 


conſtantly refer pain from grief, 


anxious deſire, and other affetions, 


to the bowels, as its ſeat ; where 
they likewiſe ſuppoſe all operations 
of the mind are performed. Their 


language admits of that inverted ar- 


rangement of words, which ſo much 


diſtinguiſhes the Latin and Greek 


from molt of our modern European 


tongues, whoſe imperfections require 


a more orderly conſtruction, to pre- 
vent ambiguities. It is ſo copious, 


that for the bread-fruit alone, in its 


different ſtates, they have above 


twenty names; as many for the taro 


root ; and about ten for the cocoa- 
nut. Add to this, that, beſides the 
common dialect, they often expoſtu- 


late, in a kind of ſtanza or recita- 


tive, which is anſwered 1n the ſame 


manner.“ NT. 


Bk, - 2 
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Character of Captain Cook: from 
Vol. LI. of the ſame Work, writtex 


by Captain King; being a Conti- 


nuation of the Voyage from the 


Death of Captain Cook, to the 


Return of the Reſolution and Diſ- 
covery zo England. ; 


APTAIN King, after relating 


the manner of Captain Cook's 


death, proceeds as follows : 


o See this vocabulary, at the end of the ſecond volume of Captain Cook's 


ſecond voyage. 


Many correCtions, and additions to it, were now made by this 


ndefatigable inquirer; but the ſpecimens of the language of Otaheite, already 
in the hands of the Public, ſera ſufficient for every uſeful purpoſe. = 
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« THUS fell our great and ex- 
cellent Commander! After a life of 
ſo much diſtinguiſhed and ſucceſe ful 
enter prize, his death, as far as re- 
gards himſelf, cannot be reckoned 
premature; ſince he lived to finiſh 
the great work for which he ſeems to 
Have been deſigned; and was ra- 
ther removed from the enjoyment, 
than cut off from the acquiſition, of 
gory. How fincerely his loſs was 
elt and lamented, by thoſe who had 
ſo long found their general ſecurity 
in his ſkill and conduct, and every 
conſolation, under their hardſhips, 
in his tenderneſs and humanity, it 
is neither neceſſary nor poſſible for 
me to deſcribe ; much leſs ſhall I 
attempt to paint the horror with 
which we were ſtruck, and the uni- 
verſal dejedtion and diſmay which 
followed fo dreadful and unexpected 
a calamity. The reader will not 
be diſpleaſed to turn from ſo ſad a 
ſcene, to the contemplation of his 
charater and virtues, whilſt I am 
paying my laſt tribute to the me- 
mory of a dear and honoured friend, 
in a ſhort hiſtory of his life, and 
public ſervices. 
Captain James Cook was born 
near Whitby, in Yorkſhire, on the 


27th of October, 1728; and, at an 


early age, was put apprentice to a 
ſhopkeeper in a neighbouring vil- 
lage. His natural jnclination not 


having been conſulted on this occa- 


fion, he ſoon quitted the counter 
from diſguſt, and bound himſelf, for 
nine years, to the maſter of a veſſel 
in the coal trade. At the breaking 
out of the war in 1755, he entered 
into the king's ſervice, on board the 


Eagle, at that time commanded by 


Captain Hamer, and aiterward by 
Sir Hugh Palliſer, who ſoon diſco- 


vered his merit, and introduced him 


Sn * 


river. 


In the year 1758, we find him 
maſter of the Northumberland, the 
flag ſhip of Lord Colville, who had 


then the command of the ſquadron 


ſtationed on the coaſt of America. 
It was here, as I have often heard 
him ſay, that, during a hard winter, 
he firſt read Euclid, and applied 
himſelf to the ſtudy of mathematics 
and aſtronomy, without any other 
aſſiſtance, than what a few books, 
and his own induliry, afforded him, 


At the ſame time, that he thus 


found means to cultivate and im- 


prove his mind, and to ſupply the 
deficiencies of an early education, 
he was employed in moſt of the 
| buſy and active ſcenes of the war 


in America. At the ſiege of Que. 


bec, Sir Charles Saunders com- 
mitted to his charge the execution 


of ſervices, of the firk importance 
in the naval department. He pi- 
loted the boats to the attack of 


Montmorency; conducted the em- 


barkation to the heights of Abra- 
ham; examined the paſſage, and 
laid buoys for the ſecurity of the 
large ſhips in proceeding up the 


with which he acquitted himſelf in 
theſe ſervices, gained him the warm 
friendſhip of Sir Charles Saunders 
and Lord Colville, who continued 
to patronize him, during the reſt of 
their lives, with the preateſt zeal 
and affection. At the concluſion 
of the war, he was appointed, 
through the recommendati-n of 


Lord Colville. and Sir Hugh Pal- 
liſer, to ſurvey the Gulf of St. Lau- 


rence, and the coaſts of Newfound- 
land. In this employment he coa- 
tinued till the year 1767, when he 
was fixed on by Sir Edward Hawke, 


to command an expedition to the 


South Seas, for the purpoſe of ob. 
ſerving the tranſit of Venus, and 
| preſecuting 


The courage and addreſs 


Se 
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roſecuting diſcoveries in that part 


of the glove. 
From this period, as his ſervices 
are too well known to require a re- 
cital here, ſo his reputation has pro- 
portionably advanced to a height 
too great to be affected by my pa- 
negyrick. Indeed, he appears to 
have been moſt eminently and pe- 
culiarly qualified for this ſpecies of 
enterprize. The earlieſt habits of 
his life, the courſe of his ſervices, 
and the conſtant application of his 
mind, all conſpired to fit him for it, 
and give him a degree of profeſ- 
fonal knowledge, which can fall to 
the lot of very few. | 
The conſtitution of his body was 
robuſt, inured to labour, and ca- 
wee of undergoing the ſevereſt 
ardſhips. His ſtomach bore, with. 
cut dificulty, the coarſeſt and moſt 
ungrateful food. Indeed, tempe- 
rance in bim was ſcarcely a vir- 
tue; ſo great was the indifference 
with which he ſubmitted to ever 


his body. His underſtanding was 


ſtrong and perſpicuous, His judg- 


ment, in whatever related to the 
ſervices he was engaged in, quick 
and ſure. His deſigys were bold 


and manly ; and both in the con- 


ception, and in the mode of execu- 
tion, bore evident marks of a great 


original genius. His courage was 
cool and determined, and accom- 


panied with an admirable preſence 
of mind in the moment of danger. 
His manners were plzin and un- 
affected. His temper might per- 
haps have been juſtly blamed, as 


ſubject to haſtineſs and paſſion, had 


not theſe been diſarmed by a diſ- 
poſition the moſt benevalent and 
humane, | 


ſhips, but even exempt from the want 


have experienced the fatignes of 
ſervice, will readily excufe, were 


impatience, whenever they could 


| y Ir is not neceſſary, here, to enu- 
kind of ſelf-denial. The quali- 
ties of his mind were of the ſame 
hardy, vigorous kind with thoſe of 


an extent of twenty-ſeven degrees 


Such were the outlines of Cap- 
tain Cook's character; but its 
moſt diſtinguiſhing feature was, 
that unremitting perſeverence in the 
purſuit of his objed, which was not 
only ſuperior to the oppoſition of 
dangers, and the preſſure of hard- 


of ordinary relaxation. During the 
long and tedious voyages in which 
he was engaged, his eagerneis and 
activity were never in the leaft 
abated. No incidental temptation 
could detain him for a moment; 
even thoſe intervals of recreation, 
which fometimes unavoidably oc- 
curred, and were looked for by us 
with a longing, that perſons, who 


ſubmitted to by him with a certain 


not be employed in making further 
rovifion tor the more effectual pro- 
> colon of his deſigns. | 


merate the inſtances in which theſe 
qualities were diſplayed, during the 
great and important enterprizes in 
which he was engaged. I ſhall 
content myſelf with ſtating the re- 
ſult of thoſe ſervices, under the two 
principal heads to which they may 
be referred, thoſe of geography and 
navigation, placing each in a ſepa- 
rate and diſtinct point of view. 

Perhaps no ſcience ever received 
greater additions from the labour 
of a ſingle man, than geography 
has done from thoſe of Captain 
Cook. In his firſt voyage to the 
South Seas, he diſcovered the ſtraits 
which ſeparate the two iſlands, and 
are called after his name; and made 
a complete ſurvey of both. He af- 
terwards explored the Eaſtern coaſt 
of New Holland, hitherto unknown ; 


of 


; 
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of latitude, or upwards of two thou- 
fand mile. MRS 
In his ſecond expedition, he re- 


ſolved the great problem of a 


Southern continent; having tra- 
verſed that hemiſphere between the 


latitudes of 40% and 700, in ſuch a 
manner, as not to leave a poſſibility 
of its exiſtence, unleſs near the pole, 


and out of the reach of navigation. 
During this voyage, he diſcovered 
New Caledonia, the largeſt iſland 


in the Southern Pacific, except New 
Zealand; the iſland of Georgia; 


and an unknown coaſt, which he 
named Sandwich Land, the zhule 


of the Southern hemiſphere ; and 
Having twice viſited tne tropical 
eas, he ſettled the ſituations of the 
old, and made ſeveral new diſco- 


veries. 1 

But the voyage we are now re- 
lating, is diſtinguiſhed, above all 
the reſt, by the extent and impor- 
tance of its diſcoveries. Beſides 


feveral ſmaller iſlands in the Sou- 


thern Pacific, he diſcovered, to the 
North of the equinoQtial line, the 


group called the Sandwich Iſlands 
which, from their ſituation and pro- 
quctions, bid fairer for becoming 
an object of conſequence, in the 


ſyſtem of European navigation, than 


any other diſcovery in the South Sea. 


He afterwards explored what had 
hitherto remained unknown of the 


Weſtern coaſt of America, from the 


latitude of 43* to 70% North, con- 


Raining an extent of three thouſand 


five hundred miles; aſcertained the 
proximity of the two great conti- 
nents of Aſia and America; paſſed 
the ſtraits between them, and ſur- 
veyed the coaſt on each ſide, to ſuch 


.z height of northern latitude, as to 


demonſtrate the impradlibility of a 


paſſage, in that hemiſphere, from 


the Atlantic into the Pacific oeean, 


»Y 83 +45 


either by an Eaſtern or a Weſtern 


courſe. In ſhort, if we except the 
ſea of Amur, and the Japaneſe Ar. 
chipelago, which ftill remain im- 
5 known to Europeans, he 
has completed the hydrography of 
the habitable globe. | 

As a navigator, his ſervices were 
not perhaps leſs ſplendid; certainly 
not leſs important and meritorious, 
The method which he diſcovered, 


and fo ſucceſsfully purſued, of pre. 
ſerving the health of ſeamen, forms 


a new zra in navigation, and will 
tranſmit his name to future ages, 
amongſt the friends and benefactors 
of mankind,  _- 

Thoſe who are converſant in naval 
hiſtory, need not be told, at how 


dear a rate the advantages which 


have been ſought through the me- 


dium of long voyages at ſea, have 


always been purchaſed. That dread. 
ful diſorder which is peculiar to 
this ſervice, and whoſe ravages have 
marked the tracks of diſcoveries 


with circumſtances almoſt too ſhock- 


ing to relate, muſt, without exercil- 


ing an unwarrantable tyranny over. 


the lives of our ſeamen, have proved 
an inſaperable obſtacle to the proſe- 
cution of ſuch enterprizes. It was 


reſerved for Captain Cook, to ſhew 


the world, by repeated trials, that 
voyages might be protracted to the 
unuſual length of three or even four 
years, in unknown regions, and un- 
der every change ard rigour of cli- 


mate, not only without affecting the 


health, but even without diminiſh- 
ing the probability of life in the 
ſmalleſt degree. The method he 

urſued has been fully explained by 
bimſelf, in a paper which was read 
before the Royal Society, in the 
year 17767 ; and whatever 1mprove- 


* Sir Godfrey Copley's gold medal was adjudged to him, on that occaſion. 


ment, 
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ment, the experience of the preſent | 
voyages has ſuggeſted, are mention- 
ed in their proper places. 


With reſpe& to his profeſſional 
abilities, I ſhall leave them to the 


judgment of thoſe who are beſt. 
acquainted with the nature of the 


ſervices in which he was engaged. 


They will readily, acknowledge, 


that to have conducted three expedi- 
tions of ſo much danger and dif- 
fculty, of ſo unuſual a length, and 
in ſuch a variety of ſituation, with 
uniform and invariable ſucceſs, muſt 
have required not only a thorough 


and accurate knowledge of his bu- 


ſineſs, but a powerful and compre- 
henſive genius, fruitful in reſources, 


and equally ready in the applica- 
tion of whatever the higher and in- 


ferior calls of the ſervice required. 
Having given the molt faithful 
account 1 have been able to collect, 
both from my own obſervation, and 
the relation of others, of the death 


of my ever honoured friend, and 
alſo of his character and ſervices; I 
ſhall now leave his memory to the 


gratitude and admiration of pol- 
terty ; accepting, with a melan- 
choly ſatis faction, the honour, which 
the loſs of him hath procured me, 
of ſeeing my name joined-with his; 


and of teſtifying that affection and 
reſpect for his memory, which, 


whilſt he lived, it was no lels my in- 


clination, than my conſtant ſtudy to 


ſhew him. 2 ; 


a AY 
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General Account and Character of 
the Natives of the Sandwich 
Ulands ; from the ſame Volume. 


cc HE natives of theſe iſlands 
are, in general, above the 


middle ſize, and well made; they 


walk very gracefully, run nimbly, 


and are capable of bearing great 
fatigue; though, upon the whole, 


the men are jomewhat inferior, in 
point of ſtrength and activity, to 
the Friendly iſlanders, and the Wo- 


men leſs delicately limbed than 
thoſe of Otaheite. Their complexion 


is rather darker than that of the 
Otaheiteans, and they are not al- 
together ſo handſome a people. 


However, many of both ſexes had 


fine open countenances ; and the 
women, in particular, had good 


eyes and teeth, and a ſweetneſs and 


ſenſibility of look, which rendered 
them very engaging. Their hair 


is of a browniſh black, and neither 


uniformly ſtraight, like that of the 
Indians of America, nor uniformly 


curling, as amongſt the African ne- 


groes, but varying, in this reſpect, 


like the hair of Europeans. One 


ſtriking peculiarity, in the feature 


of every part of this great nation, 
I do not remember to have ſeen 
any where mentioned; which 1s, 
that, even in the handſomeſt faces, 
there is always a fulneſs of the noſ- 
tril, without any flatneſs or ſpreading 
of the noſe, that diflinguithes them 
from Europeans. It is not im- 
probable that this may be the effect 


of their uſual mode of falutation, 
which is performed by preſſing the 


ends of their roſes together, | 
. Notwithſtanding the irreparable 


loſs * we ſuffered from the ſudden 


reſentment and violence of theſe 
people, yet, in juſtice to their ge- 
neral conduct, it muſt be acknow- 


ledged, that they are of the moſt 


mild and affeQtionate diſpoſition z 
equally remote from the extreme 


levity and fickleneſs of the Otabei- 


teans, and the diſtant gravity and 
reſerve of the inhabitants of the 


Friendly Iſlands. They appear to 


live in the utmoſt harmony and 


*® Viz, in the death of Captain Cook, | | 


friendſhip 
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__ Friendſhip with one another. The | 
women, who had children, were re- 


markable for their tender and con- 
ſtant attention to them; and the 
men would often lend their aſſiſt- 


ance in thoſe domeſtic offices, with 


a willingneſs that does credit to 
their feelings. | 
It muſt, however, be obſerved, 


that they fall very ſhort of the other 


iſlanders, in that beſt teſt of crvi- 
Jization, the reſpect paid to the wo- 
men. Here they are not only de- 
prived of the privilege of eating 


with the men, but the beſt ſorts of 


food are taboced, or forbidden them. 
They are not allowed to eat pork, 
turtle, ſeveral kinds of fiſh, and ſome 


| ſpecies of the plantains; and we 


are told that a poor girl got a ter- 
rible beating, for having eaten on 
board our thip, one of theſe inter- 


dicted articles. In their domeſtic 


life, they appear to live almoſt en- 
tirely by themſelves, and though 
we did not obſerve any inſtances of 
perſonal ill-treatment, yet it was 
evident that they had little regard 
or attention paid them. 
The great hoſpitality and kind- 
neſs, with which we were received 


by them, have been already fre- 


quently remarked ; and indeed they 


make the principal part of our 


' tranſactions with them. Whenever 
we came on ſhore, there was a con- 
ſtant ſtruggle who ſhould be mot 
forward iu making us little preſents, 
bringing refreſhments, or ſhewing 
+» ſome other mark of their reſpect, 
The old people never failed of re- 
ceiving us with tears of joy; ſeemed 
highly gratified with being allowed 
to touch us, and were conſtantly 
making compariſons between them- 
ſelves and us, with the ſtrongeſt 
marks of humility. The young 
women were not leſs kind and en- 
gaping, and, till they found, not- 


withſtanding our utmoſt endeayour 
to prevent 1t, that they had reaſon 
to repent of our acquaintance, at. 
tached themſelves to us without the 
leaſt reſerve. _ 
In juſtice, however, to the ſex, i 


mult be obſerved, that theſe ladies 
were probably all of the lower cla 


of the people; for I am ftrongly 
inclined to believe, that, except. 
ing the few, whoſe names are men. 
tioned in the courſe of our narrative, 
we did not ſee any woman of rank 
during our ſtay among them. 
Their natural capacity ſeems, in 
no reſpect, below the common ſtan- 
dard of mankind. Their improve- 
ments in agriculture, and the per- 
ſection of their manufactures, are 


certainly adequate to the circum- 


ſtances of their ſituation, and the | 
natural advantages they enjoy. The 
eager curioſity, with which they 
attended the armourer's forge, and 
the many expedients they had in- 
vented, even before we leſt the 
iſlands, for working the iron they 
had procured from us, into ſuch 
forms as were beſt adapted to their 


purpoſes, were ſtrong proofs of do- 


cility and ingenuity.“ 


— 


Character of Catharine % Iſt. 
Wife of Peter the Great, and af- 
ter his death Empreſs of Roſſa; 
from © Travels into Poland, Ruſ- 
ſia, Sweden, and Denmark, 
William Coxe, A. M. F. R. LE 
Vol. 1. 1 | 


(6 S YATHARINE was in her per- 
| ſon under the middle ſize, 
and in her youth delicate and well- 
formed, but inclined to corpulency 
as ſhe advanced in years. She ha 


a fair complexion, dark eyes, and 


light hair, which ſhe was always àc, 
| +... cuttome 
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cuſtomed to die with a black colour“. 


dhe could neither read nor write +; 


her daughter Elizabeth uſually fign- 
ed her name for her, and particular- 
ly to her laſt will and teſtament ; 
and count Oſterman generally put 
her ſignature to the public decrees 
and diſpatches. Her abilities have 
been greatly exaggerated by her 
panegyriſts. Gordon, who had fre- 
quently ſeen her, ſe#ms, of all Wri- 
ters, to have repreſented her cha- 


racter with the greateſt juſtneſs, when. 


he ſays, She was a very pretty 
« well-lookt woman, of good ſenſe, 
« hut not of that ſublimity of wit, 
« or rather that quickneſs of ima- 
<« pination, which ſome people have 
« believed. The great reaſon why 


„ the tzar was ſo fond of her, was 


e her exceeding good temper; ſhe 
<« never was {cen peeviſh or out of 
humour; obliging and civil to 
« all, and never forgetful of her 
« former condition; withal, migh- 
« ty grateful.” Catharine main- 
tained the pomp of majeſty with an 


air of eaſe and grandeur united; 


and Peter uſed frequently to expreſs 


his admiration at the propriety with 
which ſhe ſupported her high ſta- 


* Buſching ſays, „ Ihr ſchwarzes haar war nicht natuerlich ſondern gefaerbt,” 

Kc. Hiſt. Mag. vol. iii. p. 190. 555 | | 
| &« Her black hair was not natural, but coloured. On her firſt riſe the coarſeneſs 
ee of her hands proved that ſhe had been uſed to hard labour, but they gradually 
« grew whiter and whiter,” Theſe circumitances we may, readily believe, be- 
cauſe the lady from whom Buſching received the information could eafily know 
whether Catharine's hair was black, or her hands coarſe, although ſhe might be 


deceived in what relates to her family. 


T Baſſevits ſays, „Elle n'apprit jamais à Ecrire. La princeſſe Elizabeth ſigna 
tout pour elle, quand elle fut ſur le trone, meme ſon teſtament.“ p. 299. 
The Auſtrian miniſter ſays, count Oſterman uſed to ſign her name to all the 
diſpatches. Buſ. xi. p. 481. | 
1 © Sor. Epouſe Etait avec lui ẽtalant, conformẽment à la yolonts du monarque, 
„ela pompe impériale, qui le genait, et la ſoutenant avec un air ſurprenant de. 
Le czar ne pouvait fe laſſer d'admirer les talens qu'elle 


* grandeur et d aiſance. 


5 — ſelon ſon expreſſion, de ſe creer imperatrice, ſans oublier qu'elle ne 
* le naquit point.“ Bafievitz in Buſ. p. 338. 
$ Life of Peter, vol. iii. p. 258. ; 


meekly; and was never, as Gordon 


in that clergyman's family, preſent- 


tion, without forgetting that ſhe 
was not born to that dignity}. 

The following anecdotes will 
prove that ſhe bore her elevation 


aſſerts, forgetful of her former con- 
dition. When Wurmb, who had 
been tutor to Gluck's bildtea at the 
time that Catharine was a domeſtick 


ed himſelf before her after her mar- 
riage with Peter had been publickly 
ſole mnized, ſhe recollected and ad- 
dreſſed him with great complacency, 
«© What, thou good man, art thou 
«« fill alive! I will provide for 
* thee.” And ſhe accordingly ſet- 
tled upon him a penſion. She alſo 
was no leſs attentive to the family 
of her benefactor Gluck, who died 
a priſoner at Moſcow : ſhe penſioned 
his widow ; made his ſon a page; 
portioned the two eldeſt daughters; 
and advanced the youngeſt to be one 
of her maids of honour, If we may 
believe Weber, ſhe frequently en- 
quired after her firft huſband, and, 
when ſhe lived with prince Menzi- 
kof, uſed ſecretiy to ſend him ſmall 
ſums of money, until, in 1705, he 
was killed in a ikirmiſh with the 


enemy. 
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enemy. In a conference with gene- Character of Dr. Johaſon; from'thy 
ral Schlippenback, who, in 1502, 
commanded the Swediſh army, when 
ſhe was taken (captive by the Rul- 
ſians, the aſked him, whether her 
„ ſpouſe John was not a brave ſol- 


% dier?“ Schlippenback returning, 


«© am not I one alſo??? her majeſty 
- anſwered in the affirmative : but, 
.” repeating the queſtion, he replied, 


bis ſubjects. 


* yes, pleaſe your majeſty; and I 
«© may boaſt to have had the honour 
40 of having him under my com- 


EL mand * * | 2 5 
But the moſt noble part of her 


character was her peculiar humani- 


ty and compaſſion for the unfortu- 


nate. Motraye has paid an hand- 
ſome tribute to this excellence. 


c She had in ſome ſort the govern- 
« ment of all his (Peter's) paf- 


4 fjons; and even ſaved the lives 


c of a great many more perſons 
< than Le Fort was able to do: ſhe 
« inſpired him with that humanity, 
«© which, in the opinion of his ſub- 


ec jects, nature ſeemed to have de- 


« nied him. A word from her 
«© mouth in favour of a wretch, juſt 


r going to be ſacrificed to his an- 


«© ger, would diſarm him; but if 
c he was fully reſolved to ſatisfy 
te that paſlion, he would give or- 


6 ders for the execution when ſhe 


cc was abſent, for fear ſhe ſhould 


„ plead for the victim +,” In a 


word, to uſe the expreſſion of the 


celebrated Munich, Elle ᷑toit pro- 


& prement la mediatrice entre le o- 
«c marque et ſes Jujets $7 


the high- church of England and mo. 


not tamely faffer to be queſtioned; 


tuous and irritable in his temper, 


Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides 
| by James Boſwell, E/. 


cc XR. Samuel Johnſon's charge. 

L. ter, religious, moral, poliu. 
cal, and literary, nay, his figure and 
manner, are, I believe, more gene. 
rally kaown than thoſe of al moſt any 
man; yet it may not be ſuperfluon 
here to attempt a ſketch of him. Let 
my readers then remember that he 
was a ſincere and zealous chriſtian, of 


narchial principles, which he would 


ſteady and inflexible in maintaining 
the obligations of piety and virtue, 
both from a regard to the order of 
ſociety, and from a veneraticn for 
the Great Source of all order; cot. 
rect, nay ſtern in his taſte ; hard to 
Pleale, and eafily offended ; impe- 


but of a moſt humane and benevo- 
lent heart; having a mind ſtored 
with a vaſt and various collection of 
learning and knowledge, which he 
communicated with peeuliar peript- 
cuity and force, in rich and choice 
expreſſion. -He united a mok logi. 
cal head with a molt fertile imagi- 
nation, which gave him an extraor- 
dinary advantage in arguing ; for he 
could reaſon cloſe or wide, as he ſaw 
beſt for the moment. He could, 


when he choſe it, be the greateſt ſo- 


phiſt that ever wielded a weapon in 
the ſchools of declamation; but he 
indulged this only in converſation; 


_ -+ Buſching had the above anecdote from a lady who was preſent at this con- 


ference. Hiſt. Mag. vol. iii. p. 190. 


+ Motraye's Travels, vol. iii. p. 131. 


1 Ebauche, &c. p. 54. 


| 


« She was the mediatrix between. the monarch and 


dor 


JJ ; ß ⁵˙ A , 29 a9 M& a 


Cs "24 TY abies nm n » V 


CHARACTERS. i5 


for he owned he ſometimes talked 
for victory: he was too conſcientious 
to make errour permanent and per- 
nicious by deliberately writing it. 
He was conſcious of his ſuperiority. 
He loved praiſe when it was brought 
to him; but was too proud to ſeek 
for it. He was ſomewhat ſuſcepti- 
ble of flattery. His mind was fo 
full of imagery, that he might have 
been perpetually a poet. It has 
been often remarked, that in his poe- 
tical pieces, which it is to be regret- 
ted are ſo few, becauſe ſo excellent, 


his ſtyle is eaſier than in his proſe. 


There is deception in this: it is not 
eaſier, but better ſuited to the dig- 
nity of verſe ; as one may dance 
with grace, whoſe motions, in ordi- 
nary walking, —in the common ſtep, 
are awkward, He had a conſtitu- 
tional melancholy, the clouds of 
which darkened the brightneſs of his 
fancy, and gave a gloomy caſt to 
his whole courſe of thinking: yet, 
though grave and awful in his de- 
portment, when he thought it ne- 
ceſſary or proper, —he frequently 
indulged himſelf in pleaſantry and 
ſportive ſallies. He. was prone to 
ſuperſtition, but not to credulity. 
Though his imagination might in- 
cline him to a belief of the marvel- 


lous, and the myſterious, his vigo- h 


tous reaſon examined the evidence 
with jealouſy, He had a loud voice, 


and a flow deliberate utterance, 


which no doubt gave ſome addi- 
tonal weight to the ſterling metal 
of his converſation. Lord Pem- 
broke ſaid once to me at Wilton, 


with a happy pleaſantry and ſome 
truth, that, Dr. Johnſon's ſayings 
«© would not appear fo extraordi- 
«© nary, were it not for his bow= 
« wow way : but I admit the 
truth of this only on ſome occaſions 3 
the Mg/jah, played upon the Can- 


terbury organ, is more ſublime than 


when played upon an inferior in- 
ſtrument: but very ſiight muſic will 
ſeem grand, when conveyed to the 
ear through that majeſtic medium. 
While therefore Doctor Johnſon's ſay- 
ings are read, let his manner be ta- 
ken along wwith them. Let it how= 


ever be obſerved, that the ſayings 


are generally great; that, though 
he might be an ordinary compoſer 
at times, he was for the moſt part a 
Handel. —His perſon was large, ro- 
buſt, 1 may ſay approaching to the 


gigantick, and grown unwieldy from 
corpulency. His countenance was 


naturally of the caſt of an ancient 
ſtatue, but ſomewhat disfigured by 
the ſcars of that evi, which it was 
formerly imagined the royal touch 
could cure, He was now in his ſixty- 
fourth year, and was become a 
little dull of hearing. His fight had 
always been ſomewhat weak ; yet, ſo- 
much does mind govern and even 
ſupply the deficiency of organs, that 
s perceptions were ungommonl 
uick and accurate. His head, and 
ometimes alſo his body, ſhook with 
a kind of motion like the effect of a 
palſy: he appeared to be frequently 
difturbed by cramps, or convylkve 
ntraQtions *, of the nature of that 
diſtemper called Sr. Vitus's dance, 


5 Such they appeared to me; but ſince the former edition, Sir Joſhua Reynolds 


in 


$ obſerved to me, (c that Dr. Johnſon's extraordinary geſtures were only habits, 
which he indulged himſelf at certain times. When in company where he was 


not free, or when engaged earneſtly in converſation, he never gave way to ſuch 
whit, which proves that they were not involuntary,” I fill however think that 


ele geftures were involun for ſurely had not that the cafo: bb wo 
have reſtrained them in the Na ſtreets, l 8 . * 
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He. wore a full ſuit cf plain brown 
cloaths, with twiſted hair buttons of 
the ſame colour, a large buſhy grey- 
1ſh wig, a plain ſhirt, black worſted 
ſtockings, and ſilver buckles. Upon 
this tour, when journeying, he wore 
boots, and a very wide brown cloth 
great coat, with pockets which might 
have almoſt held tbe two volumes of 
his folio dictionary; and he carried 
in his hand a large Engliſhoak ſtick. 
Let me not be cenſured for mention- 
ing ſuch minute particulars. Every 
thing relative to ſo great a man is 
worth obſerving. 1 remember Dr. 
Adam Smith, in his rhetorical lec- 
tures at Glaſgow, told us he was glad 
to know that Milton wore latchets 
In his ſhoes, inſtead of buckles. 


— 
— .. —__—_— „„ 


Particulars relative to the Perſon, 
Habits, and Manners of Ayder Ali 
Khan : From the Hiſtory of Ayder 

Ali Khan, Nabob-Babader, by M. 

Le Maitre de la Tour, General of 
Ten thouſand Men in the Army of 

the Mogol Empire, and formerly 
Commander in Chief of the Artillery 

, Ayder Ali, and of a Body of 
European Troops in the ſervice of 
that Nabob. 85 


A YDER Ali Khan, whoſe 
A. preciſe age is not known, 
ought to be about fifty-four or fifty- 
{ix years of age, if we may depend 
on thoſe who have known him from 
his infancy. He 1s about five feet 


ſix inches high, and very luſty,. 


though ative, and capable.of bear- 
ing fatigue as well on foot as on 
horſebatk. His complexion is very 


brown, as is that of all Indians who 


expoſe themſelves to the air and the 


ſan, His features are coarſe, his 


noſe ſmall and turned up, his lower 
lip rather thick; and he wears nei» 


.of the ſame. 


a red or aurora colour. 


ther beard nor whiſkers, contrary to 


the cuſtom of the Orientals, eſpeci- 


ally the Mahometans. His habits, - 
like thoſe of all the natives of India, 


are of white muſlin, with a turban 
His robe 1s faſhioned 
nearly the ſame as- thoſe of the 
European ladies, which are called 
a P Angloifſe. The body and ſleeves 
fit neatly, and are drawn cloſe by 
ſtrings; the reſt of the robe being 
ample, and in folds: ſo that when 
the Iodian great men walk, a page 


ſapports their train, from their firſt 


ſtepping off the carpet to their en. 
tering into their carriages, 


In the army, Ayder Ali wears 2 x 


military habit invented by, himſelf 
for his generals, It is an uniform 
compoſed of a veſt of- white ſattin, 
with gold flowers, faced with yellow, 


and attached by .cords or ſtrings of 


the ſame colour: the drawers are of 
the ſame materials; and the bcots of 
yellow. velvet, 
white ſilk about his waiſt; and, with 
the military babit, his turban 1s of 


is on foat, he commonly uſes a gold- 


headed cane; and ſometimes on 


horſeback he wears a ſabre, hanging 
by à belt of velvet embroidered with 
gold, and faſtened. over his ſhoul- 
der by a claſp of gold, enriched 
with ſome precious ſtones. 


He never wears jewelry either on 
his turban or his cloaths ; and never 


uſes either neck-lace, ear-pendants, 
or bracelets. 
long, and flat at top. In this par- 
ticular he follows the ancient mode; 
as well as in his ſlippers, which are 
very large, and, have a long point 
turned back, reſembling the roots 
of the buildings in ſome countries up 
the Levant; or thoſe ſlippers ancient- 
ly worn in France, and called Sole 


a la poulaine. The petits my 


0 


He wears a ſcarf of 


When he 


His turban 1s very 


a as. * 


* 
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of bis and other Indian courts affect may be their quality are always ſure 
to wear little bonnets which ſcarcely to be introduced into his preſence, 
cover the tops of their heads, and by demanding an audience, by a 
ſlippers ſo {mall as ſcarce to admit Souquedar, or macebearer, of which 
the points of their feet: but though there is always a ſufficient number 
in theſe and other reſpects their tale at the gate of his palace. The Fa- 
is ſo different from that of Ayder kirs, a ſpecies of begging monks, 
and his ſon, yet to imitate him as are alone excluded from this indul- 
much as poſſible in the article of gence; but when one of theſe ap- 
beard and whiſkers, without infring- pears, he is conducted to the Pirjada, 
ing the der 20 of the Alcoran, they or grand almoner, who ſupplies his 
reduce their beards and mouſtaches wants. The court of Ayder is, in 
to a mouſtache ſcarcely diſcernible, this point, abſolutely different from 
Ne af Ayder, though thoſe of all the other princes of 
rot handſome, is open, and calcu- India; who hold theſe Fakirs in 
lated to inſpire confidence. He has ſuch high veneration, that they 
not acquired the habit of diſguiſing ſuffer them to enter their palaces at 
his aſpect, which is either gay or any hour, and even admit them to 
overſpread with chagrin, according their table. They have the aſſurance 
to the occaſions that preſent them- to take the firſt place at table, near- 
ſelves. He poſſeſſes a facility of eſt the prince; though they are moſt 
converſing on any ſubject; and has commonly diſguſting, filthy, and 
none of that ſtatelineſs and tacitur- covered with vermin: 25 : 
nity, which almoſt all the other When buſineſs or parties of plea- 
princes of the Eaſt affect to preſerve. ſure do not prevent Ayder Ali from 
When he receives a ſtranger, he is going to reſt at his uſual time, which 
reſerved, and appears to ſpeak with 1s after midnight, he riſes with the 
gravity ; but ſoon recovers his uſual ſun, that is to tay, about hx o'clock. 
eaſe, and converſes with all the world, As ſoon as he is rifen, the majors of 
repeating himſelf the news and com- the army *, who have been on duty 


mon converſation of the day, wiht the preceding day and night, and 

the greateſt affability. It is moſt aſto- likewiſe thoſe who relieve them, 

niſhing, that this ſovereign aſks enter, make their reports, and re- 

queſtions, gives anſwers, hears a ceive orders to be tranſmitted to the 
8 letter read, and dictates an anſwer minifters and generals, who them 
. to another, beholds a theatrical ex- ſelves have the privilege of enter- 
a hibition, and even ſeems to attend ing his dreſſing- room, if they have 
. to the performance, —at the ſame any thing extraordinary or preſſing 
L inſtant that he decides concerning to communicate. The couriers that 
& things of the utmolt importance. have arrived during the night, or 
5 There is no ſovereign more eaſy in the morning, allo come and lay 
0 of acceſs to every one that has buſi- their diſpatches at his feet. It may 
1 _ with him, whether ſtrangers or be eſteemed a weakneſs in a prince 
op ubjects; and the former, whatever ſo occupied, that his toilet takes up 
Nt» 


* Theſe majors of the army are like adjutants-general. They are not per ſons 
of diſtinction, but men of approved diligence and fidelity, choſen out of the fub- 
altern officers of cayalry and infantry. | 


C2 a con- 
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a conſiderable part of his time. It 


laſts commonly two or three hours; 


and is chiefly taken up by his bar- 
bers, who pluck the hairs from his 
beard. 

But juſtice requires us likewiſe to 
obſerve, that when any military 
operation requires his attention, the 

toilet is no more thought of. 
Between eight and nine in the 
morning he quits his apartment, 
and repairs to a ſaloon, where a 

number of ſecretaries wait for his 
appearance. Into their hands, ac- 
cording to their reſpective depart- 
ments, he puts the letters received; 
giving them at the ſame time in- 
ſtructions for the anſwers. His ſons, 
His relations, and thoſe lords who are 
| honoured with his intimacy, enter; 
and if it be nine o'clock, they take 
the uſual refreſhment. If he has 
leiſure, he appears at a balcony, 
and receives the ſalute of his ele- 


phants “, that are led before him, 


as well as his horſes. His tygers 
of chace likewiſe pay him a viſit. 
They are led by hand, and are 
covered with a mantle of green and 
gold hanging to the ground, and 
a bonnet on their head, of cloth em- 
broidered with gold, with which 
their eyes can be immediately co- 
vered, if they ſhould chance to prove 
miſchievous. Ayder himſelf gives 
each of them a ball of ſweetmeats, 
which they take very adroitly with 
their paws, being exceedingly tame. 
Theſe are the ſpotted tygers, and 
their keepers lead them every day 
into thoſe places where the greateſt 
crouds are : but the grand tyger, or 
tyger royal, has never been tamed 
by apy attempts yet made. 


After the repaſt, which ends about 
half after ten, Ayder enters into the 
hall of audience; or the grand tent, 
if at the army. He is ſeated on a 
ſopha beneath a canopy, and very 
often in ſome balcony that fronts an 
open place or court of the palace; 


and ſome of his relations fit on each 


fide of him. All perſons who have 
permiſſion or acceſs, of which the 
number is very great, may come to 


- this audience; and thoſe who have 


affairs to tranſact, may either re. 
queſt admittance by means of the 
Souquedars, or put their requeſt 
into the hands of thoſe officers, by 
whom 1t 1s carried to their chiet, 
who is always preſent, and who 


places it at the feet of the prince, 


where it is immediately read and 
anſwered. It is not cuſtomary here 
to ſtop the prince by the offer of 
petitions, when he goes out, unleſs 
the affair be very urgent and extra- 
ordinary, or the petitioner has been 


prevented from forwarding his re- 


queſt at the uſual hours of audi. 
ence: a circumſtance that very 
rarely happens. | 
At this audience thirty or fort 

ſecretaries are ſeated along the wall 
to his left, who write continually. 
Couriers arrive almoſt every inftant, 
and are conducted with great noiſe 
and buſtle to the feet of the prince, 
where they lay their diſpatches. A 
ſecretary kneeling takes the packet; 
and fitting on his hams before the 
Prince, opens it and reads the letter. 
Ayder immediately dictates the par- 
ticulars of the anſwer, and the letter 
is carried to the office of a miniſter. 
Contrary to the cuſtoms of the prin- 


ces of the Eaſt, who affix their names 


When the prince appears at the balcony, his officers cry out, ( Vour ele. 
phants ſalute your Majeſty: And at the ſame time thoſe animals, who are ranged 


in a ſemicucle round the palace, make three genuflections. 
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by means of a ſeal, Ayder figns 
the diſpatches in order as they are 
compleated, as well as a number of 


private orders. Many writers re- 


port the contrary to this; which 
only proves that they have never 
ſeen Ayder half an hour at a time. 
The orders that iſſue from the offices 
of the miniſters, have no other ſig- 
nature than that of the great ſeal, 
of which they are the depoſitories ; 
and the Aer is cloſed with the 
private ſeal of the miniſter. The 
letters ſigned by Ayder are cloſed 
by the ſeal of the ſovereign, of 
which the principal ſecretary is 
guardian. When this Nabob writes 
any intereſting letter, or gives an 


order of importance, he affixes a 


particular or private ſeal, which he 
always wears on his finger; and in 
that caſe he himſelf carries the packet 
to one of his couriers, who conveys 
it as far as the firſt ſtation. To the 
packet is joined a paper, denoting 
the hour it was ſent off; and at 
every ſtation the time of its arrival 
is marked. We ſhall afterwards 
have occaſion to ſpeak of theſe poſts, 
which have been fince imitated by 
the Engliſh, | 
If Ayder purchaſes horſes or ele- 
phants, or if new pieces of cannon 
have been founded or brought from 
any port or arſenal, he inſpects 
them during this audience ; the ani- 
mals or pieces of cannon being 
brought into the court or ſquare of 
the palace, oe 
Miniſters, generals, ambaſſadors, 
and other great men, rarely appear 
at this audience, unleſs commanded, 
or unleſs urged by extraordinary 
affairs. It is peculiar to their dig- 
nity to ſee the prince only in the 
evening, when none but men of con- 
2 are admitted; and nothing 
elle is thought of but to make their 


« jeſty, the lord of — 


court to the ſovereign, or to ſhare 
his pleaſures. The great have agents, 
who are uſually Bramins, who ſoli- 
eit their affairs either with the prince 


or his miniſters; and theſe agents, 


who have the title of Ouaquils, or 
envoys, have their leave of admiſ- 


fon to the preſence when they have 


been preſented by their maſters, and 
are honourably received. The mi- 
niſters ſend one of the principal ſe- 
cretaries of their department to the 


prince; who, ſitting before him in 
the ſame poſture as the other ſecre- 


taties, communicate their buſineſs 
and converſe with him. . 
A great ambaſſador, or other per- 
ſon of conſequence, is announced in 
a loud voice by the chief of the 
uſhers, in theſe terms, Your ma- 


« you.” Miniſters, ſecretaries, oua- 


quils, or other men of buſineſs, are 


not announced, but go in and out 
without particular obſervation, ex- 
cept that they are careful to ſalute 
the Nabob. When a great man is 
announced, the prince returns the 
ſalute, and begs him to be ſeated : 


the friends and other great men, 


who ſurround the ſovereign, ſalute 


him alſo; and, in proportion to the 


eſteem or favour he is in with the 
Nabob, they give place, that he may 
approach him. A perſon of ordina- 
ry rank, who has requeſted an au- 


dience, makes three reverences in 


entering, by moving his hand from 
his forehead almoſt to the ground; 
and afterwards places himſelf on one 


ſide of the chief uſher, continuing 


filent, with his hands joined before 
him. The Nabob returns the ſa- 
lute by ſimply touching his turban 
with his hand, and affects to conti- 


nue the diſcourſe with thoſe about 


him : after which he makes a ſign 
for the perſon to advance, and ds- 
C: 3 mands, 
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mands, in an engaging and affec- 
tionate manner, the ſubject of his 

vifit : and upon the'expoſition of the 
affair by the ſuppliant, he receives 
à deciſive anſwer. If he be a ſtran- 
ger of a genteel rank or employ- 
ment, as a trader or merchant of 
conſequence, he receives orders w 
fit; and his place is uſually on the 
right, fronting the ſecretaries. The 
Nabob aſks him ſome. queſtions re- 
fpecting his ſtate of life, his coun- 
try, or his voyage, and appoints a 
time when he will {ee his merchan- 
dizes. Betel is then preſented to 
the ſtranger, and is underſtood as 
equivalent to a permiſſion to retire 


which is done with the ſame cere- 


mony as at the entrance. 

This audience continues till after 
three o' clock, Which is the hour he 
returns to his apartment to ſleep, 


or make the ſie ſto, as it is called in 


- Jtaly.. i 
About half paſt five, the prince 
returns into the hall of audience, or 
ſome other large apartment, where 
he places himſelf in a balcony to ſee 
his troops exerciſe, and his cavalry 
defile before him. He is, as in the 
morning, ſurrounded by ſome of his 
friends or relations; and the ſecre- 
taries are buked in reading letters, 

or writing. | 

About half aſter fix, when the day 
cloſes in, a great number of Manel- 
ſalgis, or bearers of flambeaux, ap- 
pear in the court of the palace, and 
ſalute the prince as they pals on the 
tide of the apartment where he is. 
They illuminate all the apartments 
in a moment, eſpecially that in 
which the Nabob 1s, with tapers in 
chandeliers of exquifite workman- 
ſhip, ornamented with feſtoons of 
flowers of the ut moſt lig'htneſs and 
delicacy. Tneſe chandeliers, on 
account of tle wind, are covered 


with large ſhades of Engliſh pla, 
'There ate likewiſe in ſome parts of 
the palace, large glaſs lanthorns, 
painted with flowers of all colours, 
The great men, miniſters, and am- 
baſſadors, viſit the Nabgb only at 
night. They are uſually perfumed 
with the moſt coſtly perfumes. Be. 
ſides the men in power and employ. 
ment, the apartments are filled with 
young nobility ; and every body 
aſſumes the moſt polite and engag- 
ing manners. After having ſaluted 
the prince, the ſalute is paid to his 
ſons and relations, his miniſters, and 
others, in an eaſy, unaffected man- 
ner. Among the young nobility, 
there are a certain number who 
have the title of Arabſbequi ; which 
anſwers nearly to that of chamber- 
lain, in Germany, There are or- 
dinarily four in waiting each day: 
they are diſtinguiſhed by their ſabre, 
which they carry in their hand in 
the ſheath, uſing it nearly as a walk- 
ing ſtick. All the other company 
leave their arms in the hands of 
their pages and other attendants, 
who are very numerous, and fill the 
avenues of the palace. The pages 
alone are permitted to enter : they 
follow their. maſter, bearing h1s 
train into the apartments, till they 
quit their ſlippers at their ſtepping 
on the carpet: the pages then let 
fall the train, and put the ſlippers 
in a bag. Ayder, who ſets no great 


value on theſe ceremonies, permits 


the Europeans to come in with their 
ſhoes on; though his apartments 


are commonly covered with white 


muſlin, ſpread upon the moſt ſuperb 
Perſia carpets. He bas ſuch a pre- 


dilection for white, that he cauſes 
wainſcoting, that is painted, gilt, 
and varniſhed, to be covered wich 
white muſlin; and even chairs an! 
ſophas of embroidered velvet or ff 
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ſtuff. The Europeans deceive them- 
elves exceedingly in ſuppoling, that 
it is by way of diſtinction or pre- 
eminence that they are permitted to 
enter the apartments in ſhoes. This 
permiſſion, given them in ſome of 
the Indian courts, 1s occaſioned by 
à notion the Indian princes have, 
that the Europeans are obſtinate, 
and bigotted to their own cuſtoms, 
however repugnant to decency and 
propriety. M. de Buſſi, to conci- 
liate the Indian cuſtoms with thoſe 
of the French, carried velvet ſlippers 
to the court of the Suba of Decan, 
which he put on; and made uſe of 
a kind of pantoufle in paſſing from 
his carriage to the border of the 
carpet, where- he threw them off. 
We may often avoid offending 
* frangers by little attentions that. 
coſt nothing, and tend exceedingly 
to conciliate their affections. 

There is, for the moſt part, a co- 
medy every night, that commences 
about eight in the evening, and laſts 
till eleven: it is intermixed with 
dances and ſongs. During this co- 
medy, the Arabſbequi continue near 
the ſtrangers, and politely inform 
them of every thing they may deſire 
to know; as the ſubject of the co- 
medy, the news of the day, &c. 
They are careful to aſk, if he chooſes 
to drink or eat; in which caſe, 
they cauſe ſherbet, warm milk, 
fruits, or confectionary to be pre- 
ſented to him; but they ſeldom eat. 
If the ſtranger chooſes to play cheſs, 
they play with him, or propoſe a 
party. Ayder, to whom the enter- 


tainments of the tage are very in- 


Mferent, diſcourſes with his mini- 
ſters or ambaſſadors, ſometimes pal- 
lng into a cabinet to ſpeak with 
more ſecrecy ; and continues, as in 
tie morning, to diſpatch buſineſs, 
Without ſeeming to be buſy. Al- 


23 
moſt always, before ihe end of the 


performance, flowers are brought to 


him in a baſket of filigram, out of 
which he himſelf gives a few to the 
lords who are about him; and after- 
wards the baſket is carried into the 
apartments of the theatre, every 


one taking a ſmall flower from them, 


and returning a protound reverence 
to the prince. This 3 
even to the loweſt ſecretary. When 
Ayder wiſhes to give a particular 
mark of his "eſteem, he himſelf 


makes a collar of jaſmine flowers, 


knotting them with ſilk as he con- 
verſes, which he himſelf adjuſts 
round the neck of the happy mortal 
to whom he gives this glorious maræ 
of his eſteem and favour. He has 
ſeveral times conferred this honour 
on the chiefs of his Europeans, 


knowing well that the French, above 


all nations, eſteem themſelves well 
paid by this fort of money. He 
who has received this honour, 1s vi- 
ſited the following day by the firſt 
people of the court to compliment 
him. | 1 I | 
If a battle has been gained, or 
any other glorious event has happen- 


ed in favour of the prince, the poet 


of the court arrives, announcing 
himſelf, at his firſt entering the a- 
partments, by the pompous and ex- 
travagant titles he beſtows on the 
prince: as, Health to the greateſt 
„ king on earth, whoſe name alone 

© cauſes his enemies to tremble, 

&c. All the world, at the voice of 
the poet, becomes ſilent and atten- 
tive. The comedy or dance is in- 


terrupted ; the poet enters, ſeats 


himſelf in the place immediately 
oppoſite the prince, and recites a 
poem, which every body affects to 
hear with the utmoſt attention, ex- 
cept the prince, who ſeems at that 
time to be more particularly buſied 
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in converſing with his miniſters. 
The poet uſually, after ſpeaking of 
the prince, proceeds to his relations, 
and the generals or principal offi- 
cers ; not forgetting the miniſters 
and favourites. The young cour- 
tiers, or baras & demi, who are uſu- 
ally included altogether in the prai- 
| ſes beſtowed by the poet, often turn 
It into ridicule; and their derifion 
extends even to thoſe who are the 
higheſt ſpoken of. They and the 


ſecretaries, or others inferior cour- 


tiers, often parody the words of the 
pow very pleaſantly, ſparing no 

dy but the prince and his fon : but 
as they have no printing, both the 
| poem and the criticiſm are of ſhort 
duration. We cannot ſpeak of their 


Public entertainments, without men- 


Tioning the Bayaderes, of whom the 
Abbe Raynal has drawn ſo advanta- 
geous a portrait in his Hiſtoire Phi- 
loſophique. | 
At the preſent time, the court of 
Ayder is the moſt brilliant in India; 
and his company of performers is 
without eontradiction the firſt, as 


well on account of its riches, as be- 


| Cauſe the Bayaderes are the women 
to whom he gives the preference. 

Being ſovereign of part of Viſapour, 
he has every facility of procuring 
among this claſs of women, thoſe 


who are moſt remarkable for their 


beauty and talents. 
The comedians of the court are 
all women. A directreſs, who is 


likewiſe manager, purchaſes young 


girls at the age of four or five years, 
who are choſen on account of their 
beauty. She cauſes them to be in- 
oculated, and then provides them 
with maſters both for dancing and 
malic. They are taught every ac- 
compliſhment that can inſpire the 
prince and his court with the love of 


pleaſure ; and their ſucceſs is ſuch 
that they delight and ſeduce the 
moſt inſenſible of men. They be. 
gin to appear in public at the age 
of about ten or eleven years. They 
have generally the moſt delicate 
features, large dark eyes, beautiful 


eye-brows, {mall mouth, and the 


fineſt teeth ; their cheeks are dimp. 
led, and their black hair hangs in 
flowing treſſes to the ground; their 
complexion 1s a clear brown, not 
ſuch as that of the mulatto women, 
who are 1ncapable of bluſhing ; but 
like that of a country girl in the 
flow of health, who has preſerved 


the roſes, after ſuffering the lilies 


to fade. Theſe are the yellow wo- 
men, that the Orientals prefer to 
all others : they give themſelves that 


tinge by painting their cheeks of a 
jonquil colour, in the ſame manner 
as the French women uſe rouge; 


and it is remarkable that in a very 
ſhort time one becomes habitualed 
to this colour, and finds it agree- 
able. Their habit is always a fine 
gauze, very richly embroidered 


with gold ; and they are covered | 


with jewels : their head, their neck, 
their ears, their breaſts, their arms, 
fingers, legs, and toes, have their 
Jewels; and even their noſe is or- 


namented with a ſmall diamond, 


that gives them an arch look, which 
is far from being unpleaſing. 

- The comedies are all pieces of 
intrigue. They perſonate either wo- 
men who league together to deceive 
a jealous huſband, or young girls 
that conſpire to deceive their mo- 
ther. It is impoſlible to play with 
more art or with more natural eaſe. 
Their ſongs are gay and agreeable. 
The words that are ſung by a ſingle 
voice are almoſt always the com- 
plaint of a lover, Thoſe which are 
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ſung in chorus are much gayer; 
but they have no ſecond parts, and 
are always repeated. = 
The dancers are ſuperior in their 
rformance to the comedians and 
fingers : it may even be affirmed 
that they would afford pleaſure on 
the theatre of the opera at Paris. 
Every part is employed when theſe 
girls dance; their heads, their eyes, 
their arms, their feet, and all their 
body ſeem to move only to enchant 
and ſurpriſe. They are very light, 
and very ſtrong in the legs; turn- 
ing round on one foot, and ſpring- 
ing up immediately after with a 


ſurpriſing force. They have ſo much 


accuracy in their movements, that 


they accompany the inſtruments. 
with bells that are on their feet; 
and as they are of the moſt elegant 


figures, all their motions are grace- 
ful. No Bayadere of the prince's 


company is more than ſeventeen 


years old. At this age they are 
diſmiſſed ; and either travel over 
the province, or attach themſelves 
to the Pagods “. . 
The directreſs of this company is 
was by the prince ; but her emo- 
uments are not known. She has 


always a number of pieces ready in 


rehearſal to be played at a moment's 
notice. Though there is every rea- 
ſon to think ſhe- is well paid by 
Ayder for the pleaſares ſhe procures 


him, the emoluments ſhe receives 


from private individuals of fortune, 


are ſtill more advantageous to her. 


When a great man gives a ſet ſup- 
per, he has uſually a comedy orna- 
mented with ſongs and dances. The 
directreſs of the prince's company 
is paid one hundred rupees for every 
attreſs that plays, ſings, or dances. 
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The number of theſe actreſſes is of- 
ten more than twenty, the inſtru- 
mental muſic not being charged. 

If a ſupper is given to a few pri- 
vate friends, the ſingers- and dan- 
cers are likewiſe employed at the 
ſame price of one hundred rupees. 
Beſides which, they muſt be fur- 
niſhed with ſupper, and abundance 
of fruits, ſweetmeats, and warm 


milk. If the friends are retained to 


ſleep (as is often done, where their 
ſuppers are more friendly than ce- 
remonious) they chuſe each a com- 
panion for the night among the 
performers, for which the directreſa 
is likewiſe paid one hundred rupees 
each ; and the maſter of the houſe 


muſt preſent his friend with ſome 


trinket, or piece of ſtuff, to be given 
to the damſel when ſhe is ſent away 
in the morning. 1 
Beſides the prince's company, 
there are ſeveral others in the town 


where the court is kept, and in the 


armies. There are even ſome that 
are compoſed of men only: but the 
people of the court never have re- 
courſe to any but the prinee's com- 


pany. 


At eleven o'clock, or about mid- 
night, every one retires but thoſe 
that ſup with the Nabob; who, ex- 
cept on grand feſtivals, are always 
his friends and relations. 5 

This mode of life purſued by Ay- 
der, is, as may be eaſily imagined, 
interrupted in the army. It is 
likewiſe occaſionally interrupted by 
hunting parties, by excurſions on 
foot or horſeback, or by his attend- 
ing to aſſiſt at the exerciſes and evo- 
lutions made by conſiderable bodies 
of his troops. 

When he is obliged to remain a 


Every Pagod maintains a number of Bayaderes, whoſe charms produce one 


of the moſt certain revenues of the Bramins, 


month 


26 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1784-5. 


month in camp, or in any town, he 

_ uſually goes to the chace twice a 
Week. He hunts the ſtag, the roe- 
buck, the antelope, and ſometimes 
the tyger. When notice arrives 


that this laſt animal has been ob- 


ſerved to quit the foreſts, and appear 
in the plain, he mounts hs horſe, 
followed by all his Abyſſinians, his 

e. foot, and almoſt all 
tze nobility armed with ſpears and 
bucklers. The traces of the beaſt 
being found, the hunters ſurround 


his hiding place, and contract the 
circle by degrees. As ſoon as the 
creature, who is uſually hid in ſome 
rice ground, perceives his enemies, 


he roars, and looks every where to 


find a place of eſcape ; and when 
he prepares to ſpring on ſome one 
to force a paſſage, he is attacked b 
Ayder himſelf, to whom the honour 
of giving the firſt ſtroke is yielded, 
and in which he ſeldom fails. Thus 
the pleaſures of the ſovereign are 
varied to infinity, OR 
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Ov a new Method of preparing a T eft 
Liquor to fhew the Preſence of 
Acids and Alkalies in Chemical 
Mixtures, By Mr. James Watt, 
Engineer; communicated by Sir Jo- 
ſeph Banks, Bart. F. R. S. From 

Vol. Ixxiv. of the Philoſophical 
Franſactions. | 1 


HE ſyrop of violets was for- 
F merly the teſt of the point of 
ſituration of mixtures of acids and 
alkalies, which was principally uſed; 
but fince the late 1mprovements in 
chemiſtry, 1t has been found not to 


be ſufficiently accurate, and the in- 


fuſion of tourneſol, or of an artificial 
preparation called litmus, have been 
ſubſtituted in the place of it. 


The infuſion of litmus is blue, 


and becomes red with acids. It 1s 
ſenſible to the preſence of one 
grain of common oil of vitriol, 
though it be mixed with 100,000 
grains of water ; but as this infu- 
lion does not change its colour on 
being mixed with alkaline liquors, 
in order to diſcover whether a liquor 
be neutral or alkaline, it is neceſ- 
ſary to add ſome vinegar to the lit- 
mus, ſo as. juſt to turn the infuſion 
red, which will then be reſtored to 
its blue colour, by being mixed 
with any alkaline liquor. The blue 
wtuſon of litmus is alſo a teſt of 
the preſence of fixed air in water, 
wich which it turns red, as it does 
ich other acids. 
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The great degree of ſenſibility 
of this teſt would leave very little 
reaſon to ſearch for any other, were 
there reaſon to believe that it is al- 


ways a teſt of the exact point of ſa- 


turation of acids and alkalies, which 
the following fact ſeems to call in 
queſtion. | . 

I have obſerved, that a mixture 
of phlogiſticated nitrous acid with 
an alkali will appear to be acid, by 
the teſt of litmus, when other teſts, 
ſuch as the infuſion of the petals of 
the ſcarlet roſe, of the blue iris, of 
violets, and of other flowers, will 
ſhew the ſame liquor to be alkaline, 
by turning green ſo very evidently 
as to leave no doubt. 

At the time I made this diſcovery, 
the ſcarlet roſes and ſeveral other 
flowers, whoſe petals change their 
colour by acids and alkalies, were 
in flower. I ſtained paper with 
their juices, and found that it was not 
affected by the phlogiſticated nitrous 
acid, except in ſo far as it acted the 
part of a neutralizing acid; but I 
found alſo, that paper, ftained in 
this manner, was by no means ſo 
eaſily affected by acids of any kind 
as litmus was, and that in a ſhort 
time it loſt much of that degree o 
ſenſibility it poſſeſſed. Having oc- 
caſion in winter to repeat ſome ex- 
periments, in which the phlogiſti- 
cated nitrous acid was concerned, 1 
found my ſtained paper almoſt uſe- 
leſs. I was, therefore, obliged to 
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in a growing ſtate ; of theſe I found 
the red cabbage (braffica rubra) to 
furnrfh the beſt teſt, and in its freſh 


acids and alkalies than litmus, and 
to afford a more deciſive teſt, from 
its being naturally blue, turning 


green with alkalies, and red with 


acids ; to which is joined the advan- 
tage of its not being affected by 
phlogiſticated nitrous acid any far- 
ther than as it acts as a real acid. 
To extract the colouring matter, 
take thoſe leaves of the cabbage 
which are freſheſt, and have moſt 
colour; cut out the larger ſtems, 


and mince the thin parts of the leaves 


very ſmall ; then digeſt them in wa- 
ter, about the heat of 120 degrees 
for a few hours, and they will yield 
a blue liquor, which, if uſed im- 


_ mediately as a teft, will be found 


to poſſeſs great ſenſibility. But as 
this liquor is very ſubject to turn 
acid and putrid, and to loſe its ſen- 


fibility, when it is wanted to be pre- 


ſerved for future uſe the following 
proceſſes ſucceed the beſt. 

1. After having minced the leaves, 
fpread them on paper, and dry them 
in a gentle heat; when perfectly 


dry, put them up in glaſs bottles 
well corked; and when you want to 


uſe them, acidulate ſome water with 
vitriolie acid, and digeſt, or infuſe, 
the dry leaves in it until they give 
out their colour; then ſtrain the li- 
quor through a cloth, and add to it 


2 quantity of fine whiting or chalk, 
firring it frequently until it becomes 


of a true blue colour, neither in- 


ftate to have more ſenſibility both to 
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ſearch for ſome ſubſtitute among the 
few vegetables which then exiſted 


clining to green or purple; as ſocy 
as you perceive that it has acquired 
this colour, filter it immediately, 
otherwiſe it will become greeniſh by 


longer ſtanding on the Whiting. 


This liquor will depoſite a {malt 
quantity of gypſum, and by the 
addition of a little ſpirit of wine 
will keep good for {ome days, after 
which it will become a little putrid 
and reddiſh, If too much ſpirit is 
added, it deſtroys the colour, If 
the liquor is wanted to be kept 


longer, it may be neutralized by 


means of a fixed alkali inflead of 
chalk. Eb | 
2. But as none of theſe means will 
preſerve the liquor long without re- 
quiring to be neutralized afreſh, 
juſt before it is uſed ; and as the 
putrid and acid fermentation which 


it undergoes, and perhaps the alka- 
lies or ſpirit of wine mixed with it, 


ſeem to leilen its ſenſibility ; in or- 
der to preſerve its virtues while it 1s 
kept in a liquid fate, ſome freſh 
leaves of the cabbage, minced as 
has been directed, may be infuſed 
in a mixture of vitriolic acid and 


water, of about the degree of aci- 


dity of vinegar; and it may be 
neutralized, as it is wanted, either 
by means of chalk, or of the fixed 
or volatile alkali. But it is neceſ- 


ſary to obſerve, that if the liquor 


has an exceſs of alkali, it will ſoon 
loſe its colour, and become yellow, 


from which ſtate it cannot be-reftor- 


ed; therefore care ſhould be taken 
to bring it very exactly to a blue, 
and not to let it verge towards & 
green“. | 


3. By the ſame proceſs I have 


* Since writing the above, I have found, that the infuſions of red cabbages and 


of various flowers in water acidulated by means of vitriolic acid, are apt to turn 


mouldy in the ſummer ſeaſon, and alſo that the moulding is prevented by the ad- 
dition of ſpirits of wine. The quantity of ſpirit which is neceſſary for this pur- 
poſe I have not been able to aſcertain ; but I add it by little at a time, until the 


progreſs of the moulding is prevented, 


= made 
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liquid ſtate *. 


made 2 red infuſion of violets, 
which, on being neutralized, forms 
at preſent a very ſenſible teſt; but 
how long it will preſerve its proper- 
ties I have not yet determined. Pro- 
bably the coloured infuſions of other 
flowers may be preſerved in the ſame 
manner by the antiſceptic power 
of the vitriolic acid, ſo as to loſe 
little of their original ſenſibility. 
Paper, freſh ſtained with theſe teſts 
in their neutral ſtate, has ſufficient 
ſenſibility for many experiments ; 
but the allum and glue which enter 
into the preparation of writing-pa- 
per ſeem in ſome degree to fix the 
colour; and paper which is not 


ized becomes ſomewhat tranſpa- 


rent, when wetted, which renders 
ſmall changes of colour impercep- 
tible ; ſo that where accuracy is re- 
quired, the teſt ſhould be uſed in a 
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Anu extraordinary Caſe of a Drogſy 
of the Ovarium, with /ome Re- 

marks, By Mr. Philip Meadows 
Martineau, Surgeon to the Nor- 
folk and Norwich Hoſpital ; com- 
municated by John Hunter, £/z. 
F. R. S. From the ſame Work. 


S! KIPPUS, a pauper in 


the city of Norwich, was, for 


many years, a patient of my fa- 
taer's, and, at his deceaſe, was 
under the care of Mr. Scott, as 


city ſurgeon, who obliged me many 


times by taking me to the poor wo- 


man, from whom J received the ac- 


count of the early part of her diſ- 


Her complaints came on firſt af. 


ter a miſcarriage at the age of 27. 
She had never been pregnant be- 
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fore; and her diſcharges at that 


time were ſo great as to bring her 
into a very weak condition. She 
foon perceived ſome uneaſineſs, at- 
tended with a ſwelling, on one fade, 
which, after a few months, became 


too large to diſtinguiſh whether it 


was greater on one fide or the other. 


As the ſwelling was found to ariſe 


from water, it was drawn off, which 
was in the year 1757. She was 
never afterwards pregnant ; but the 
catamenia continued regularly till 
the uſual period of their ceſſation. 
When I firſt ſaw her, which was in 
the year 1780, the had been many, 
times tapped, and ſhe was then full. 
of water. Her appearance was 
truly deplorable, not to ſay ſhock- 
Mo. She was rather a low woman, 
and her body ſo large as almott 
wholly to obſcure her face, as well 
as every other part of her: with all 
ſhe was tolerably chearful, and ſel- 


dom regarded the operation. I {aw 


her juſt before we took away 106 


pints of water, and I begged leave 


to take a meaſure of her. She Was 
ſixty-ſeven inches and a half in cir- 
cumference, and from the cartitage | 
enſiformis to the os pubis thirty-four 
inches. Her legs were now greatly 
ſwelled; but this, and every other 
ſymptom of which ſhe complained, 
evidently aroſe from the quantity 
and weight of water. She neither 
ate nor drank much, and made but 
a ſmall quantity of urine. 

The operation of drawing off the 
water was generally performed on 
a Sunday, as the moſt convenient 
day for her neighbours to aſſiſt her, 
and before the latter end of the 
week ſhe was able to walk very 
well. She was firſt tapped in the 
year 1757, and died in Auguſt 1783. 


© I have found that the petals of the ſcarlet roſe, and tho of the pink-colourzd 


| Thus 


Iychnis, treated in this manner, afford very ſenſible teſts. 


1 
nus ſhe lived full twenty - five years, 
with ſome intervals of eaſe, having 
eighty times undergone the opera- 
tion, and in all had taken from her 
6631 pints of water, or upwards of 
thirteen hogſheads. | 

1 will ſubjoin the account of the 
dates, and the quantity drawn off 
at each time, as given me by Mr. 


Scott, obſerving that till 1769 no 
exact memorandum was kept, except 


of the number of times, although the 
quantity of water drawn off was 
always meaſured. By my father ſne 
was tapped twenty-ſix times, ave- 
raged at 70, pints each time: by 
Mr. Donne once, 73 pints, which 


makes 1683 pints from ſome parts 


of the year 1757 tO 1769. By Mr. 
Scott as follows : 55 


x * 


1769 | Pints. 
Mar. 16, — = 70 
„ 
Nov. 20. — — 78 
Dec. 31. — — 70 

1770. | 
April 15, — — 70 

ARE: 11. 73 
Dec. 4. — =— 70 
| OG” 
1771. 
jay 22.— — 74 
uly 14. — — 78 
Nov. z. — — 79 
1772. | 
Feb. 22z — = 79 
June 5.᷑ͥ — 73 
Sept. 12. — — 74 
Dec. 12, — — 82 
„ — Inv 308 

1773. | 
Mar. ee — 78 
May 29. — — 71 
Aug. 20. — — 7 | 
Dec. 1 — — 1 
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1774. 
ar. 13. 
June 26. 


Oct. 23. 


I'775* 
Jan. 24. 
May 28. 


Sept. 13. 
Dec. 16. 


1776. 
April g. 


| Jaly 28. 


Nov. 27. 


1777: 


Mar. 16. 
July 27. 


Nov. 9. 


1778. 


Mar. 8. 


July 5. 
Nov. 5. 


1779. 
Feb. 28. 
June 13. 


Aug. 17. 
OR. 24. 
Dec. 10. 
1780. 
Feb. 6. 


April 23. 
July 24. 
Sept. 10. 
Nov. 12. 


1781. 
Jan. 1. 


Mar. 11. 
June 25. 
| Oct. I ++ 
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1782. | Pints. 
\ OR; ON on ͤ © As 
Mar. 18. — * 64 
une 2. — — 74 
Aug. 25.ä— — 98 
WAA 4 
* 
1783. 855 
Feb. 14. — 104 
May 11. —  — 100 
July 20. — ' — 98 
Aug. 11. on opening 78 
— 380 


—— — 


Total — Pints 6631 


— — 


In looking over this account it 


zypears, that 108 pints was the 


gteateſt quantity ever taken away at 
auy one time; that ſhe was never 
tapped more than five times 1n any 


one year; and the largeſt quantity 


in a year was 495 pints. The moſt 
collected in the ſhorteſt ſpace of time 
was 95 pints in ſeven weeks, from 


july 24th to September 1oth in 


1780, which is very nearly two pints 
a day, It appears alſo, that in the 
laſt 14 years of her life, when a re- 
gular account was kept, ſhe increaſed 
taſter in the winter than in the ſum- 
mer months. If the fix ſummer 
months from April to September 


nclufive are reckoned, ſhe loſt in 


the 14 years in 23 operations 1972 
pints, and in the winter months from 
October to March incluſive, by 30 
tappings, 2596 pints; and it will 


be found that 3o is to 2596 rather 


more than 23 to 1972, ſo that ſeven 
more tappings were at leaſt necei- 
ary in the winter than in the ſum - 
mer. In the months of March and 
November ſhe oftener underwent 
the operation than in any other, 
n theſe calculations the three 
months in 1783 are not included, as 
the year was not finiſhed, — 


If we compare the famous cafe of 
Lady Page, related by Dr. Mead, 
the quantity of water taken from her 


ladyſhip appears ſmall when oppoſed 
to the number of pints drawn from 


Sarah Kippus. The one loſt 1920, 
the other 6631. It muſt be confeſ- 


' ſed, however, that Lady Page col- 
| lected faſter than the poor woman 


whoſe cale I have related. | 

I come now to ſpeak of the diſ- 
ſection, and to make ſome obſerya- 
tions on the whole. On the 1oth of 


Auguſt 1783 the poor woman died; 

and the following day Dr. Dack, 
an eminent phyſician of this place, 
accompanied me to open the body. 


I firſt drew off 78 pints of clear 
water : ſuppoling, therefore, all the 


water to have been taken away at the 


laſt operation, then in three weeks 


ſhe had collected 78 pints, which is 


more than three pints and a half in 


each day: a quantity far exceeding 


what ſhe had taken. I then opened 
into the cavity from which the water 
came, and ſeparated the fac from the 


peritoneum, and found the ſac had 
ariſen in the ovarium of the left ſide, 


After this, I diſſected out the uterus, 
with the right ovarium in a natural 
ſtate, and thus obtained every part 
neceſſary to ſhow the diſeaſe, viz. 
the uterus, the right ovarium found, 


and the left enlarged into an im- 


wenſe pouch. The cyſt itſelf was 


not very thick, but lined in almoſt ' 


every part of it, but more eſpecially 
in the fore part, with ſmall oflifi- 
cations, The peritoneum was pro- 
digiouſly thickened, and thus, by its 
additional ſtrength, became the chief 
ſupport of the water. There was 
lomething fingular in the tac itſelf; 
for it was rather two than one, from 
there being an ore ing in the fide of 
what appeared at firſt tie only cavity, 
which led to another cavity, almoſt 
equally 
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32 
equally large with the firſt, ſo that 
if all the water in any operation had 


not been evacuated, it muſt probably 


have been owing to a difficulty in its 
paſſage from the ſecond into the firſt 
or more external cyſt, From the 
ſize, however, of the poor woman 


after each operation, it is evident, 


that in her there being two ſacs did 


not prevent the total drawing off of 
the water. The other viſcera ap- 

eared all in a natural ſlate, 
inteſtines were quite empty, and 
pang) up under the ribs, ſo as to 

ave left but very little room for the 
expanſion of the lungs within the 
thorax. The bladder was contracted, 
or rather I ſhould ſay appeared leſ- 
ſened. The kidneys were healthy, 


and both ureters in a natural ſtate. 


The fac is in the collection of John 
Hunter, eſq. . 


In reflecting upon this caſe, an 


obvious queſtion ariſes; from whence 
proceeded this immenſe collection of 


water? At different periods of this 
poor woman's life the quantity drawn 
off, without conſidering the urine ſhe 
made, was much greater than the 
fluids ſhe drank, which appeared 
from meaſuring whatever ſhe took. 
It appears then pretty certain, that 
this ſuperabundant quantity muſt 
have been taken into the body by 
abſorption ; and if we allow the bo- 


dies of animals to have this power 


of abſorbing, which we very well 
know vegetables are poſſeſſed of, it 
will account for many appearances 


in the animal economy. This poor 
woman collected faſter in the wet 


moiſt months of winter, than in 
ſummer. | 

From all this a happy concluſion 

may be drawn, that although human 

art is at preſent inſufficient to the 

perfect cure of diſeaſes ſimilar to the 

Poor woman's caſe I have related, 
1 — 
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yet nature is continually defendin 
herſelf from ſudden death; and ſuch 
relief may be granted as to protrat 
life a long time without much pain, 
and often with intervals of great eaſe 
and comfort. | 
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Ain Account of the ſinßtive Quali if 


the Tree Averrhoa Carambola. 5 
a Letter from Robert Bruce, M. ,. 
to Sir Joſeph Banks, Bart. F. R. 9. 
From Vol. Ixxv. of the Pbileſopbi. 
cal Tranſactiont. | | 


| HE Averrhoa Carambola of 


Linnzus, a tree called in 
Bengal the Camruc or Camrungz, 
is poſſeſſed of a power ſomewhat ſi- 
milar to thoſe ſpecies of Mimoſa 
which are termed ſenſitive plants; 
1ts leaves, on being touched, move 
very perceptibly. 
la the Mimoſa the moving faculty 


extends to the branches ; but, from 


the hardneſs of the wood, this cannot 
be expected in the Camrunga. The 
leaves are alternately pinnated, with 
an odd one; and in their moſt com- 
mon poſition in the day-time are bo- 
rizontal, or on the ſame plane with 
the branch from which they come 
out. On being touched, they move 
themſelves downwards, frequent!y 
in ſo great a degree that the two op- 
poſite almoſt touch one another by 
their under ſides, and the young 
ones ſometimes either come into 
contact or even paſs each other. 

The whole of the leaves of one 


pinna move by ſtriking the branch 


with the nail of the finger, or other 
hard ſubſtance; or each leaf can be 
moved ſingly, by making an im. 
preſſion that ſhall not extend beyond 
that leaf. In this way, the leave 


of one ſide of the pinna may be 


ade 
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made to move, one after another, 
whilſt the oppoſite continue as they 
were; or you may make them move 
alternately, or, in ſhort, in any or- 
der you pleaſe, by touching in a 
roper manner the leaf you wiſh to 
put in motion. But if the impreſ- 
fon, although made on a ſingle leaf, 
be ſtrong, all the leaves on that pin- 
na, and ſometinies on the neighbour- 
ing ones, will be affected by it. 
What at firſt ſeemed ſurpriſing 
was, that notwithſtanding this ap- 
parent ſenſibility of the leaf, I could 
with a pair of ſharp ſciſſars make 
large inciſions in it, without occa- 
foning the ſmalleſt motion; nay, 
even cut it almoſt entirely off, and 
the remaining part ill continue un- 
moved ; and that then, by touching 
the wounded leaf with the finger or 
point of the ſciſſars, motion would 
take place as if no injury had been 
offered. But, on further examina- 


tion, I found, that althoagh the 


leaf was the oſtenſible part which 
moved, it was in fact entirely paf- 
ſive, and that the petiolus was the 
ſeat both of ſenſe and action: for 
although the leaf might be cut in 
pieces; or ſqueezed with great force, 
provided its direction was not chan- 


ged, without any motion being oc- 


caſioned; yet, if the impreſſion on 
the leaf was made in ſuch à way as 
te affect the petiolus, the motion 
took place. When, therefore, I 
wanted to confine the motion to a 
ſingle leaf, I either touched it ſo as 
oaly to affect its own petiolus, or, 
without meddling with the leaf, 
touched the petiolus with any ſmall- 
pointed body, as a pin or knife. 

By compreſſing the univerſal pe- 
Nalus near the place where a partial 
one comes out, the leaf moves in a 


few ſeconds, in the fame manner as 
Vor. XXVII. 


if you had touched the partial pe- 
tiolus. PE AO EIN 8 

Whether the impreſſion be made 
by puncture, pereuſſion; or com- 
preſſion, the motion does not in- 


ſtantly follow); generally ſeveral ſe- 


conds intervene, and then it is not 
by a jirk, but regular and gradual. 
Afterwards, when the leaves return 
to their former ſituation, which is 
commonly in a quarter of an hour 
or leſs, it is in ſo ſlow a manner as 
to be almoſt imperceptible. 

On ſticking a pin into the univer- 
ſal petiolus at its origin, the leaf 
next it, which is always on the 
outer ſide, moves firſt; then the fir 
leaf on the oppoſite fide, next the 
ſecond leaf on the outer, and ſo on. 
But this regular progreſſion ſeldom. 
continues throughout; for the leaves 


on the outer ſide of the pinna ſeem 


to be affected both more quickly, 
and with more energy, than thoſe 
of the inner, ſo that the fourth leaf 
on the outer ſide frequently moves 
as ſoon as the third on the inner; 
and ſometimes a leaf, eſpecially on 
the inner fide, does not move at 
all, whilſt thoſe above and below it 
are affected in their proper time. 
Sometimes the leaves at the extre- 
mity of the petiolus move ſooner 
than ſeveral others which were near- 
er the place where the pin was put 
in. 

On making a compreſſion with a 
pair of pincers on the univerſal pe- 
tiolus, between any two pair of 
leaves, thoſe above the compreſſed 
part, or nearer the extremuy of the 
petiolus, move ſooner than thoſe 
under it, or nearer the origin; and 
frequently the motion will extend 
upwards to the extreme leaf, whilſt 
below it perhaps does not go farther, 
than the neareſt pair. 


14 


34 ANNUAL REGISTER, 784-5 


If the leaves happen to be blown 
by the wind againſt one another, or 
againſt the branches, they are fre- 
quently put in motion ; but when a 
branch 1s moved gently, either by 


the hand or the wind, without ſtrik- 


Ing againſt any thing, no motion of 
the leaves takes place. _, 
When left to themſelves 1n the 
day-time, ſhaded from the ſun, 
wind, rain, or #ny diſturbing cauſe, 
the appearance of the leaves is diffe- 
rent from that of other pinnated 
plants. In the laſt a great uniformi- 
ty ſubſiſts in the reſpective poſition 
of the leaves on the pinna; but here 


ſome will be ſeen on the horizontal 


plane, ſome raiſed above it, and 


others fallen under it; and in an 


hour or ſo, without any order or re- 
gularity, which I could obſerve, all 
theſe will have changed their reſpec- 
tive poſitions. I have ſeen a leaf, 
which was high up, fall down; this 
it did as quickly as if a flrong im- 


preſſion had been made on it, but 


there was no cauſe to be perceived. 


Cutting the bark of the branch 


down to the wood, and even ſeparat- 
ing it about the ſpace of half an inch 


all round, fo as to ſtop all commu- 


nication by the veſſels of the bark, 
does not for the firſt day affe the 
leaves, either in their polition or 
their aptitude for motion, 

In a branch, which I cut through 
in ſuch a manner as to leave it ſuſ- 
pended only by a little of the bark 


no thicker than a thread, the leaves 


next day did not riſe ſo high as the 
others; but they were green and 
freſh, and, on being touched, mov- 
ed, but in a much leſs degree than 
formerly, Aus 
Alfter ſun-ſet the leaves go to 
fleep, firſt moving down fo as to 


touch one another by their under 
tides ; they therefore perform rather 


* 


tioned as ſpecies of this genus b) 
Linnæus. The firſt, the Averrhoa 


belong to the ſame claſs; nor do 


or furniſhed with an anthera. be 


' 


more extenſive motion at night of 
themſelves than they can be made 
to do in the day. time by external 
impreſſions. With a convex lens [ 
have collected the rays of the ſun on 
a leaf, ſo as to burn a hole in it, with- 
out occaſioning any motion. But 
when the experiment is tried on the 
petiolus, the motion is as quick as if 
from ſtrong percuſſion, although the 
rays were not ſo much concentrated 
as to cauſe pain when applied in the 
ſame degree on the back of the 
hand, nor had the texture of the pe- 
tiolus been any ways changed by this; 
for next day it could not be diſtin- 
guiſhed, either by its appearance or 
moving power, from thoſe on which 
no experiment had been made. 
The leaves move very faſt from 
the electrical ſhock, even although a 
very gentle one; but the ſtate of the 
at moſphere was ſo unfavourable fer 
experiments of this kind, that | 
could not purſue them ſo far as! 
wiſhed. ES | 

There are two other plants men- 


Bilimbi, I have not had an oppor- 
turity of ſeeing. The other, or 
Averrhoa Acida, does not ſeem to 


its leaves poſſeſs any of the moving 
properties of the Carambola. Lu- 
naus's generic deſcription of the 
Averrhoa, as of many other plants 
in this country which be had not al 
opportunity of ſeeing freſh, is not 
altogether accurate. The petals ale 
connected by the lower part of the 
lamina, and in this way they Tl 01 
whilit the ungues are quit diſtind. 
The ſtamina are in five pairs, placed 
in the angles of the germen. '-: 
each pair only one ſtamen 15 fertile, 


filaments are curved, adapted A js 
; 4 


NATURAL 
hape of the germen. They may 
be preſſed down gently, ſo as to re- 
main; and then, when moved a 
little upwards, riſe with a ſpring. 
The fertile are twice the length of 
thoſe deſtitute of anther. 

Calcutta, Nov. 23, 1783. 


——_— 
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Account of the celebrated Salt Mines 
of Wielitſka in Poland; from 
Travels into Poland, Ruſſia, Swe- 

den, and Denmark, by W. Coxe, 
A.M. F. R. S. 


c D EFORE we quitted this part 
of Poland, we viſited the 
celebrated ſalt- mines of Wielitſtca, 
which are ſituated within eight miles 
of Cracow. 'Theſe mines are exca- 
vated in a ridge of hills at the 
Northern extremity of the chain 
which joins tothe Carpathian moun- 
tains: they take their appellation 
from the ſmall village of Wielitſka; 
but are ſometimes called in foreign 
countries the mines of Cracow, 
from their vicinity to that city. 
Upon our arrival at Wielitſka, we 


| repaired to the mouth of the mine“. 


Having faſtened three ſeparate ham- 
mocks in a cirele round the great 
rope that is employed in drawing 
up the ſalt, we ſeated ourſelves in a 
commodious manner, and were let 


don gently without the leaſt ap- 


prehenſion of danger, about 160 
yards below the firſt layer of ſalt. 
Quitting our hammocks, we paſſed 
a long and gradual deſcent, ſome- 
times through broad paſſages or gal- 
leries capable of admitting ſeveral 
carriages abreaſt ; ſometimes down 
fte ps cut in the ſolid falt, which had 
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the grandeur and commodiouſneſs of 
the ſtair- caſe in a palace. We each 
of us carried a light, and ſeveral 
guides preceded us with lamps in 
their hands: the reflection of theſe 
lights upon che glittering ſides of 
the mine was extremely beautiful, 
but did not caſt that luminous ſplen- 
dour, which ſome writers have com- 
pared to the luſtre ot precious ſtones. 

The ſalt dug from this mine is 
called Ziebna or Green Salt, for 
what reaſon I cannot determine; 
for its colour is an iron grey; when 


| pounded it has a dirty aſh colour 


like what we call brown ſalt. The 
quality improves in proportion to 
the depth of the mine : towards the 
ſides and ſurface it is mixed with 
earthy or ſtony particles; lower 
down it is ſaid to be perfectly pure, 
and requires no other proceis be- 
fore it is uſed than to be pounded. 
The fineſt of this grey ſalt, however, 
is of a weak quality when compared 
with our common ſea-ſalt: it is 
therefore undoubtedly by no means 


perfectly pure, but is blended with 


extraneous mixtures, though it ſerves 
very well for common purpoſes. 
Being almoſt as hard as ſtone, the 
miners hew it with pick-axes and 
hatchets, by a tedious operation, 
into large blocks, many of which 
weigh fix or ſeven hundred pounds. 
Theſe large maſles are raiſed by a 

windlas, but the ſmaller pieces are 
carried up by horſes along a wind- 
ing gallery, which reaches to 
fur face of the earth. | 
Beſide grey ſalt, the miners ſome- 
times diſcover ſmall cubes of white 
ſalt, as tranſparent as chryſtal, but 
not in any conſiderable quantity; 
they find likewiſe occaſionally pieces 


* There are two other openings, down one of which the miners deſcend: by 


Rair 83 down the other by ladders, 
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of coal and petrified wood buried paſſages or galleries, together with 
in the ſalt. the chapels above-mentioned, and 
The mine appears to be inex- a few ſheds built for the horſe, 
hauſtible, as will eaſily be conceived which are foddered below, probably 
from the following account of its gave rife to the exaggerated ac. 
dimenſions. Its known breadth is counts of ſome travellers, that theſe 
1115 feet; its length 6691 feet; mines contain ſeveral villages in- 
and depth 743; and the beſt judges habited by colonies of miners, who 
on the ſpot ſuppoſe, with the greateſt never ſee the light. It is certain 
appearance of probability, this ſolid that there is room ſufficient for ſuch 
body of ſalt to branch into various purpoſes ; but the fact is, that the 
directions, the extent of which can- miners have no dwellings under 
not be known : of that part which ground, none of them remaining 
has been perforated, the depth is below more than eight hours at a 
only calculated as far as they have time, when they .are relieved by 
hitherto dug ; and who can aſcertain others from above. In truth, theſe 
how much farther it may deſcend? mines are of a moſt ſtupendous ex. 
Our guide did not omit pointing tent and depth, and are ſufficiently 
out to us, what he conſidered as one wonderful without the leaſt exagge. 
of the moſt remarkable curioſities of ration. We found them as dry 2 
the place, ſeveral ſmall chapels ex- a room, without the leaſt damp or 
_ eavated in the ſalt, in which maſs is moiſture; obſerving only in our 
ſaid on certain days of the year; whole progreſs one ſmall ſpring of 
one of theſe chapels is above 30 feet water, which is impregnated with 
long and 25 broad; the altar, the ſalt, as it runs through the mine. 
crueifix, the ornaments of the church, Such an enormous maſs of ſalt 
the ſtatues of ſeveral ſaints, are all exhibits a wonderful phznomenon 
carved out of the ſalt. in the natural hiſtory of this globe. 
Many of the excavations or cham- Monſieur Guetard, who vifited theſe 
bers, from whence the ſalt has been mines with great attention, and who 
dug, are of an immenſe ſize; ſome has publiſhed a treatiſe upon the ſub- 
are ſupported with timber, others ject, informs us, that the uppermoſ 
by valt pillars of ſalt, which are left bed of earth at the ſurface immedi- 
ſtanding for that purpoſe : ſeveral ately over the mines is ſand, the 
of vaſt dimenſions are without any ſecond clay occaſionally mixed with 
ſupport in the middle. I remarked ſand and gravel, and containing pe- 
one of this latter ſort in particular, trefactions of marine bodies, the 
which was certainly 80 feet in third calcarious ſtone. From all 
height, and ſo extremely long and theſe circumſtances he conjectutes 
broad, as almoſt to appear amid the that this ſpot was formerly cover 
ſubterraneous gloom without limits. by the ſea, and that the fait is 
The roofs of theſe vaults are not gradual depoſit formed by the evi 
arched, but flat. The immenſe ſize poration of its waters “.“ | 
of theſe chambers, with the ſpacious — 9 
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ges Memoire ſur-l:s Mines de Sel de Wicli:{ka, in Hiſt. de I Acad, des Sciencs {1 
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Account of the Plica Polonica ; from 
the Jame W or. K. Fe 


4c A Ccording to the obſerva- 

A tions of Dr. Vicat, an inge- 
nious Swiſs phyſician long rehdent 
in Poland, and who has publiſhed a 
atis factory treatiſe ® upon this ſub- 


ject; the Plica Polonica is ſuppoſed 


to proceed from an acrid viſcous 
humour penetrating into the hair, 
which is tubular : it then exudes 
either from its ſides or extremities, 
and clots the whole rogether, either 
in ſeparate folds, or in one undiſtin- 
guiſhed maſs. Its ſymptoms, more 
or leſs violent, according to the 
conſtitution of the patient, or ma- 


ligaity of the diteaſe, are itchings, 


ſwellings, eruptions, ulcers, inter- 
mitting fevess, pains in the head, 


languor, lowneis of ſpirits, rheu- 


matiſm, gout, and ſometimes even 
convulſions, palſy, and madneſs, 


Theſe ſymptoms gradually decreaſe 


as the hair becomes affected. If the 


patient is ſhaved in the head, he 


relapſes into all the dreadful com- 
plaints which preceded the eruption 
of the Plica; and he continues to 
labour under them, until a freſh 
growth of hair abſorbs the acrid hu- 
mour, This diſorder is thought he- 
reditary; and is proved to be con- 
tagious when in a virulent ſtate. 
Many phyfical cauſes have been 
ſoppoſed to concur in rendering the 


Flica more frequent in theſe regions 


than in other parts: it would be an 
endleſs work to enumerate the va- 
nous conjectures with which each 


* Memoire fur la Plique Polonoiſe. 


eee has ſupported his favourite 
Y 


potheſis: the moſt probable are 
thoſe aſſigned by Dr. Vicat. The 
firſt cauſe is the nature of the Poliſh 
air, which is rendered inſalubrious 
by numerous woods and moraſles ; 
and occaſionally derives an uncom- 
mon keenneſs even in the midſt of 
ſummer from the poſitionof the Car- 
pathian mountains ; for the ſouthern 
and ſouth- eaſterly winds, which uſu- 
ally convey warmth in other regions, 


are in this chilled in their paſſage 


over their ſnowy ſummits. The ſe- 
cond is unwholeſome water; for 
although Poland 1s not deficient in 


good ſprings, yet the common peo- 


ple uſually drink that which is near- 
eſt at hand, taken indiſcriminately 


from rivers, lakes, and even ſtag- 


nant pools. The third cauſe is the 
groſs inattention of the natives to 
cleanlineſs; for experience ſhews, 
that thoſe who are not negligent in 

their perſons and habitations, are 
leſs liable to be afflicted with the 
plica, than others who are deficient 
in that particular. Thus perſons of 
higher rank are leſs ſubject to this 
diſorder than thoſe of inferior ſta- 
tions: the inhabitants of large 
towns than thoſe of ſmall villages ; 
the free peaſants than thoſe in an 
abſolute ſtate of vaſſalage; the na- 
tives of Poland Proper than thoſe of 
Lithuania. Whatever we may de- 
termine as to the poſſibility that all, 
or any of theſe cauſes, by themſelves, 
or in conjunction with, others, origi- 
nally produced the diſorder ; we 
may venture to aſſert, that they all, 
and particularly the laſt, aſſiſt its 


T The dilatation of the hair is ſometimes ſo conſiderable as to admit ſmall glo- 


| bules of blood; this circumſtance, which however very rarely happens, has pro- 


*ably given rif- to the notion, that the patient, if his hair is cut off, bleeds to 


cath. 
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propag nion, 


propagation, inflame its ſymptoms, 
and protract its cure. 4 
In a word, the Plica Polonica ap- 
- pears to be a contagious di ſtemper; 
which, like the leproſy, ſtill pre- 
vails among a people ignorant in 
medicine, and inattentive to check 
ats progreſs ; but is rarely known'1n 
thoſe countries, where proper pre- 
cautions are taken to prevent its 
Apreading.“ 5 


F 


” mY 
— 1 


- Deſcription of; and Obſervations upon, 
be Cock-Chafter, both in its Grub 

and Beetle State: From Letters 
and Papers on Agriculture, Ic. ad- 
' dreſſed to the Bath Society; by the 
*  Decretary of the Soctety, 


A S there are few inſets more 
'\ prejudicial to the farmer than 
that generally known by the name 
of the Cock-Chafer, I beg leave to 
make a few obſervations thereon. 

In different parts of this kingdom 
theſe inſects are called by different 
names, ſuch as, the Chaper, the 
Cock-Chafer, the Feffry-Coct, the 
May-bug, and (in Norfolk) the Dor. 
Ia what claſs Linnæus ranks them, 
I do not remember; but they ſeem 
to be the Scarabæus arborens vulgg- 
ris major, of Ray. | 
When full grown in their grub- 
ſtate, they are near an inch and a 
Half long, and as big as a child's 
. Ictle finger. Their heads are red, 
their bodies ſoft, white, and ſhining, 
with a few hairs on the back. They 
have three hairy legs on each ſide, 


all placed near the head, in which 
are two forceps or jaws, like the 


hornet; with theſe they cut aſunder 
the roots of graſs, corn, &c. and 
frequently deſtroy whole fields in a 
_ ſhort time. In thts erucæ or grub- 


| ſtate, they continue three and ſome- 


times four years. 


t 
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are whitiſh, The body is brown, 


ing tufts, which the creature expand: 


or otherwiſe. 


much in one county, by the devaliz- 


In their beetle. ſtate they have ty 
pair of wings; the one filmy, aud 
the other ſcaly. The ixtericr pair 
are folded up in a curious manner, 
and remain hid, unleſs when en. 
panded for flight. The elytra, or 
caſe-wings, are of a reddiſh broyn 
colour, and ſprinkled over with 2 
fine white powder, like the auriculz, 
The legs and tail (which is pointed) 


except at each joint on the fides of 
the belly, which 1s indented with 
white. The circles round the eye; 
are yellowiſh ; the antena ſhort, and 
terminated by finelamellated ſpread- 


more or leſs as it is briſk and lively 


The firſt account I find of theſe de. 
ſtructive inſects, is given by Moni, 
who tells us, that in the year 1574, 
ſuch a multitude of them fell into the 
Severn, that they clogged, and even 
ſtopped, the wheels of tae water- milk. 

There is alſo an account in tie 
Tranſactions of the Dublin Society, 
that the country people ſuffered fo 


tion theſe inſects made, that they 
ſet fire to a wood ſeveral miles in 
length, to prevent their further pro- 


greſs. | 


In the day-time they ſeldom fly 


about, but conceal themſelves be- 


neath the leaves of oak, {ycamore, 
maple, hazel, lime, and ſome other 


trees, which they ſoon eat 102 


ſKęleton; but about ſun- ſet they are 
all on the wing, and fly about the 
trees and hedges as thick as a {warm 
of hees; 7+ 
While in their grub-ſiate, they 
entirely deſtroy all the graſs, corn, 
or turneps, where they harbour. 
I have ſeen fine meadows, u hich 


in May and June have been all 


withered, and as brown as . 
5 


Theſe grubs generally lie near 


wo inches below the ſurface, and 


eat the roots of the graſs ſo regular- 
ly, that I have rolled up many yards 
of the withered turf as eaſy as tho? 
it had been cut for a garden. 

When they attack turneps, they 
eat only the middle of the ſmall 
root; but by that means, kill all 
they bite without remedy. 

Neither the ſevereſt froſts in our 
climate, nor even keeping them in 
water, will kill them, I have kept 
ſome in water near a week ; they ap- 
peared motionleſs; but on expoſing 


them to the ſun and air a few hours, 


they recovered, and were as lively 
as ever : Hence, it 1s evident, they 
can live without air. On examining 


chem with a microſcope, I could ne- 


ver diſcover any organs for reſpira- 
tion, or perceive any pulſation. 
Hogs will root up the land for 
them, and at firſt eat them greedily; 
but ſeldom meddle with them a ſe- 


cond time. To rooks and crows they 


ſeem to be a high regale. When 
numerous, they are not deſtroyed 
without great difficulty ; the beſt 


method is, to plow up the land in 


thin furrows, and employ children 
to pick them up in baſkets; and 


then ſtrew ſalt and quick-lime, and 
harrow in. + 


— 


earth. 


Bath, March 26, 1780. 


- 
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About thirty years ſince, I re- 
member many farmer's crops in 
Norfolk were almoſt ruined by them 
in their grub-ſtate; and in the next 


ſeaſon when they took wing, the 


trees and hedge- rows in many pa- 
riſhes were ſtript bare of their leaves 

as in winter. At firſt the people uſed 

to bruſh them down with poles, and 
then ſweep them up and burn them. 

One farmer made oath, that he ga- 
thered eighty buſhels; but their 
number ſeemed not much leſſened, 

except jult in his own fields. 

Tneir mode of coupling is ſingu- 
lar; and the time of their continu- 
ance in that act, ſometimes two or 
three days. I have ſeen one of them 
fly in that ſtate, with the other hang- 


ing pendant from its tail; and am 


in ſome doubt whether (like ſnails) 
they are not hermaphrodites, as there 
ſeems to be mutual inſertion. 

They depoſit their eggs in the 
The firſt year the grubs are 
very ſmall, and do little miſchief; 
the ſecond year they are increaſed 


to the ſize of a gooſe quill, and are 


very injurious to the herbage; the 
third year they attain full ſize, and 
|; on: 7 
Tam, Kc. 
E. RACK. 
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Lift of the Animals found in Kamtſchatha, ee, by Mr. Pennant + : 
hy From Vol. III. of Captain Cook's laſt Voyage, 


te“ RG ALI, wild ſheep, Arct. 
Zool. Vol. I. p. 12. 

Ibex, or wild goat <- 16. 

** Rein Fe - 5 22. 


FX Wolf | — — — 38. 


+ Capra ammon, Lin. Syſt, -* 97. 


Capra ibex — = 90. 
Cervus tarandus - - 93. 
Canis lupus - - 58. 


| | * x 
. | The quadrupeds and birds mentioned in this part of the voyage are marked 
in this liſt with a double aſteriſk. | | : 
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* Do 


: 4 
* Arctic fon „ 42. Casi Ib. 53. 
* European fox .- 45. Canis wulfes » 59; 
3. black 46 _ | | 
„ b. croſs ib. 
* # . N i the a wel Ur wes, 7 
** Bear - - 85 Ur/ſus arfos. 
** Wolverene - - 66. Urjus luſcus . Fi. 
* Common weaſel «- 7 5. Muftela nivalis < - _ 6g, 
* Stogt, or ermine = ibid. Muftela erminea - 2 00, 
* * Sable - - 79. Muſtela zibellina . - 68, 
| Common otter - 86. Muſtela lutra - 53 
* Sea otter = - 88. Muſtelg lutris - 3 
* Varying hare — 94. Lepus timidus | 
Alpine hare N „„ 6 | 
** Earleſs marmot - 113. Mus citellus PEEL, „5 
Bobak marmct 115. DF 5 
Water rat 130. Mus amphibins - - 825 
Common mouſe - 131. Mus muſculus = «= 
Oeconomic mouſe - 134. 
Red mouſe - - 136. 
Ichelag mouſe — 1 | 
Feœtid ſhrew = 139. Sorex araneus = 3 
* Walrus. Icy ſea = 144, Trichechus roſmarus 49. 
** Common ſeal 151. Phoca witulinga < 5 
Great ſeal - ES 
Leporine ſeal „„ 
Harp ſeall 5 
Rybbon ſeal. Kurile ifles 165. | 
Urſine ſeal - ibid. Phoca urſnra =» 3 
Leonine ſeal - 172. | 
* Whale-tailed manati 177. 


There were no domeſtic animals in Kamtſchatka, till they were intro- 
The dogs, which ſeem to be of wolfiſh deſcent, 


duced by the Ruſiians, 
are aboriginal, | 


Sea eagle. Vol. II. 


* Cinereous eagle 


* White-headed eagle 
| Crying eagle 


Oh 


rey 


— 


p. 194. 


214. 
196. 
215. 


199. 


L105 


Land Birds. 


Falco effifragus 5 24, 
Vultur albiulla - „ J2$ 
Falco lkucocephalus = - ibid, 
Falco balietus — . 129.7 


Perogrine 
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Peregrige falcon - 202. (Latham, I. 53+.) g 
Goſhaw k = 204. Falco palumbarius — 130. 
II. Eagle owl = 228. Strix bubo = 131. 
| Snowy owl = 233. Strix nyctea — 132. 
III. Ravn - 246. Corvus corax — 1853. 
Magpye 147. Corvus pica = 157. 
Nutcracker 252. Corwus caryocatactes s. 1 
IV. Cuckoo 266, Cuculus canorus = 168. 
V. Wryneck = 267. Jynæ torquilla — 172. 
VI. Nuthatch — 281. Sta Europea 929 - Ws 
VII. White grous = 308. Tetran lagopus - 274. 
Wood grous - 312. Tetrao urogallas - 273. 
VIII. Water ouzel - 332. Oturnts cinclus | | 
IX. Fieldfare 340. Turdus pilarus - 291. 
Redwing thruſn =- 341. Furdus iliacus - 292. 
Kamtſchatkkan 343. (Latham, III. 28.) 
X. Greenfinch = 353. TZoxia chloris 1 304. 


* Golden bunting — 367. (Latham, II. 201.) 


XII. LENT e lin- 5 | (Larham, II. 305.) 
XIII. Dun fly-catcher - 390. (Latham, II. 351.) 
XIV. Sky la xk 394. A. Alauda arvenfs = 287. 
Wood lark - 395. B. Alauda arborea 287. 
XV. White wagtail - 396. E. Motacilla alba ERS | | Pl 
Ve low wagtail - 4396.F. Motacilla flava 7 331. 4 


TI ſchutſki wagrail 397.H.(Latham, IV. 407.) N 
XVI. Yellow wren 413. Moeracilla trochilus - 338. 
| Redſtart 416. Motacilla phanicurus = 338. 
Longbilled 420 18 1 
Stapazina - 421. Motacilla tapazina = 331. 
Awatſka 3 . | 
XVII. Marſh tiimouſe 427. Parus paluſtris 


XVIII. Chimney ſwallow 429. Hirundo ruſtica 5 5 343. 
Martin 430. Hirundo urbica — 1344 
Sand martin 430. Hirundo riparia 5 344. 


XIX. European goatſucker 437. Caprimulgus Europeu. 346. 


Water Fowl. 
Clowen: footed Water Fowl, 


Great term - No. 448. Sterna hirundo 

Kamtſchatkan - P. 525.A. 7 | 
Black-headed gull No. 455. Larus ridibundus = 225. 
Kittiwake gull No. 456. Larus riſa - 224. 


T The birds which are not deſcribed by Linnzus, are referred to the Hiſtory 
of Birds, now publiſhing by Mr, Latham, Surgeon, in Darttvrd, Kent. 


plain phalarope 


Blue petrel +. Preface 


Pied oyſter-catcher. No. 


Wah piunated Feel. 


Ivory gull - No. 457. FI 
„Arctic gul! No. 459. EY 
Taarrock - P. 533-D.Larus trida&ylus - 
Red-legged „ SE 
Fulmar petrel - No. 464. Procellaria glacialis - 
_ Stormy petrel - No. 464. Procellaria pelagica = 
urns petre{--- =P. $466A. | . 


 Gooſander merganſer No. 465. Mergus merganſer  - 
Smew - No. 468. Mergus albellus - 
_Whifſtling Swan - No. 469. Anas Cygnus ferus = 
Great gooſe P. 570. 
Chineſe goole - P. 571. Anas cygnoides _— 
Snow gooſe No. 477. i 
Brent gooſe - No. 478. Anas bernicla — 
Eider duk - No. 480. Anas molliſſima - 
Black duck No. 483. Anas ſpectabilis Oy 
Velvet duck —- No. 481. Anas fuſca e 
Shoveler No. 485. Anas clypeata — 
Golden eye No. 486. Anas clangula = 
Harlequin - No. 490. Anas biftrionica = 
_ Mallard ede No. 494. Anas boſthas © — 
* Weſtern - No. 497. | 
Pintail - o. 5c Anas acuta - 
* -Long-tailed - No. 50. Anas glacialis i 
Morillon P. 573. F. Anas glaucion — 
Shieldrake P. 5 2. D. Anas ladorna - 
5 P. 573. G. Anas fuligula - 
Falcated „ 
| Garganey - P. 576.0. Anas querquedala 2 * 
eee P. 57. P. Anas crecia — 
Corvorant No. 509. Pelecanus carvo - 
„Violet Corvorant P. 584.3. | 
';  Rgd-faced corvorant P. 584. C ; 
JJ d re 8147 
„„ P. 402. A. Scolopaæ arquata — 
Whimbrel P. 452. B. Scolopax phœopus 8 
Common ſandpiper No. 388. Tringa hypoleucos = 
Gambet - No. 394: Tringa gambetta 8 
Golden plover - No. 399. Charadrius pluvialis = 


Hematopus ofliralegus = 


' 
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224. 


213. 
212. 


208. 
209. 
194.A, 


194 h. 


I never ſaw this, but it is mentioned by Mr. Ellis. I had omitted it in 0 
zoologte part. | | 
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| With webbed Feet. | 

Wandering albatroſs No. 423. Diomedea exulans - 214. 

Razor-bill auk -< No. 425. Alca torda — 210, 
Puffin . No. 427. Alca arctica - 211. 

Antient . _ 430. 88 W 

Pygmy — o. 431. 

Tafted - No. 432 

Parroquet - No. 433. 

Creſted - No. 434. 

Duſky IE No. 345. = LN 
_ Fooliſh guillemot No. 436. Colymbus troille - 220, 

Black guillemot - No. 437. Colymbus grylle . 220; 

Marbled guillemot No. 438. | N 

Imber diver No. 440. Colymbus immer 222. 

Speckled diver - No. 441. 55 

Red-throated diver No. 443. 


Da - 
— — 


Colymbus ſeptentrionali— 220. 


particular Account of Peter the 
Wild Boy; extracted from the 
Pariſh Regifter of North Church, 
in the County of Hertford.” : 


«METER * commonly known by 
| the name of Peter the Wild 
Boy, lies buried in this church-yard 4, 
oppoſite to the porch, —In the year 
1725 he was found in the woods near 
Hamelen, a fortified town in the 
electorate of Hanover, when his 
Majeſty George I. with his at- 
tendants,' was hunting in the foreſt 
of Hertſwold. He was ſuppoſed to 
be then about 12 years of age, and 
had ſubſiſted in thoſe woods upon 
the bark of trees, leaves, berries, 
&. for ſome conſiderable length of 
time. How long he had continued 
in that wild Rate is altogether un- 
certain; but that he had formerly 
been under the care of ſome perſon 
was evident from the remains of a 
ſhirt callar about his neck at the 
ume when he was found. As Ha- 


proper maſters to attend him. 


—_— 
—— 


melen was a town where criminals 
were confined to work upon the for- 
tifications, it was then conjectured 
at Hanover, that Peter might be 
the iſſue of one of thoſe criminals, 
who had either wandered into the 
woods, and could not find his way 


back again, or, being diſcovered 


to be an ideot, was inhumanly 
turned out by his parents, and left 
to periſh, or ſhift for himſelf. In 
the following year, 1720, he was 
brought over to England, by the 
order of Queen Carclina, then 
Princeſs of Wales, and put under 
the care of Dr. Arbuthn6t, with 
But, 
notwithſtanding there appeared to 
be no natural defect in his organs 
of ſpeech, aſter all the pains that 
had been taken with him he could 
never be brought diſtinctly to arti- 
culate a ſingle ſyllable, and proved 
totally incapable of receiving any 
inſtruction. He was afterwards in- 
truſted to the care of Mrs. Titch- 


* A very ſhort account of this remarkable perſon is given in the Annual Regiſter 
or the year 1757; but the one here inſerted we are happy to lay before our readers, 


as both equally full and authentic. 


T Viz. the church-yard of North Church. 


bourn, 
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bourn, one of the Queen's bed. 
chamber women, with a handſome 
penſion annexed to the charge. 
Mrs. Titchbourn uſually ſpending a 
few weeks every ſummer at the houſe 
of Mr. James Fenn, a yeoman far- 
mer, at Axter's End, in this pa- 
Tiſh, Peter was left to the care of 
the ſaid Mr. Fenn, who was allow- 
ed 351. a year for his ſupport and 
maintenance. After the death of 
James Fenn he was transferred to 
the care of his brother, 'Thomas 
Fenn, at another farm-houſe in this 
pariſh, called Broadway, where he 
lived with the ſeveral ſucceſſive te- 


nants of that farm, and with the 


fame proviſion allowed by govern- 
ment, to the time of his death, Feb. 
22, 1785, when he was ſuppoſed to 
- be about 72 years of age. 
© Peter was well made, and of 
the middle ſize. His countenance 


had not the appearance of an ideot, 


nor was there any thing particular 
in his form, except that two of the 
fingers of his left hand were united 
by a web up to the middle joint. 


He had a natural ear for muſic, and 


was ſo delighted with it, that, if 
he heard any muſical inftrument 
played upon, he would immediately 
dance and caper about till he was 


almoſt quite exhauſted with fatigue; 
and though he could never be 


taught the diſtinct vtterance of any 
word, yet he could eafily learn to 
hum a tune,—AIll thoſe idle tales 
which have been publiſhed to the 
world about his climbing up trees 
like a ſquirrel, running vpon all fours 
like a wild beaſt, &c. are entirely 
without foundation; for he was ſo 
exceedjogly uimid and gentle in his 
nature, that he would tuffer himſelf 
to be governed by a child. There 
have been alſo many falſe ſtories 
propagated of his incontinenee ; 


| 


but, from the minuteſt inquiriz 
among thoſe who conſtantly lived 
with him, it does not appear that 
he ever diſcovered any natural paſ. 


. hon for women, though he was fab. 


ject to the other paſſions of human 
nature, ſuch as anger, joy, &, 
Upon the approach of bad weathey 
he always appeared ſullen and un. 
eaſy. At particular ſeaſons of the 
year, he ſhewed a ſtrange fondneſz 
for ſtealing away into the woods, 
where he would feed eagerly upon 
leaves, beech-maſt, acorns, and 
the green bark of trees; which 
proves evidently that he had ſubſiſt. 
ed in that manner for a conſiderable 
length of time before he was firſ 
taken, His keeper therefore zt 
ſuch ſeaſons generally kept a ſtric 
eye over him, and ſometimes even 
confined him, becauſe, if he ever 


rambled to any diſtance from his 


home, he could not find his way 
back again; and once in particular, 
having gone beyond his knowledge, 
he wandered as far as Norfolk, 
where he was taken up, and, being 
carried before a magiltrate, was 
committed to the houſe of correc- 
tion in Norwich, and puniſhed as a 
ſturdy and obſtinate yagrant, who 
would not (for indeed he could not) 
* any account of himſelf: but 

r. Fenn having advertiſed him in 
the public papers, he was releaſed 


from his confinement, and brought 


back to his uſual place of abode. 

Notwithſtanding the extraor- 
dinary and ſavage ſtate in which 
Peter was firſt fognd greatly excited 
the attention and curioſity of the 
public ; yet, after all that has been 
ſaid of him, he was certainly no: 
thing more than a common ideot 
without the appearance of one; 
But as men of ſome eminence in the 
literary world have in their works 
| pab!;ſhe. 
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publiſhed ſtrange opinions and ill- 


founded conjectures about him, 


which may ſeem to ſtamp a credit 
upon what they have advanced ; 
that poſterity may not, through 
their authority, be hereafter miſled 
upon the ſubjeQ, this ſhort and true 
account of Peter is recorded in the 
pariſh regiſter by one who con- 
ſtantly reſided above 30 years in 
his neighbourhood, and had daily 
opportunities of ſeeing and obſerv- 
ing him.” 

A braſs plate is fixed up in the 
pariſh church of North- Church, on 
the top of which is a ſketch of the 
head of Peter, drawn from a very 


engraving of Bartolozzi, and 
underneath it is the following in- 
ſcription: ET 


HISTORY. «x 


« To the memory of Peres, 
known by the name of the Wild 
Boy, having been found wild in the 
foreſt of Hertſwold, near Hanover, 
in the year 1725. He then ap- 
peared to be about 12 years old, 

n the following year he was 
brought to England by the order of 
the late Queen Carolina, and the 
ableſt maſters were provided for 
him. But, proving incapable of 
ſpeaking, or of receiving any 1n- 
ſtruction, a comfortable proviſion 
was made for him at a farm-houſe 
in this pariſh, where he continued 
to the end of his inoffenſive life. 
He died on the 22d day of February, 
1785, ſuppoſed to be aged 72. 
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An Account of an Artificial Spring of 


Water, made by Eraſmus Darwin, 
M. D. F. R. S. From Vol. Ixxv. 
of the Philoſophical Tranſactions. 


To the Preſident and Fellows of the 
Royal Society. 
Derby, Faly 16, 1784. 
Gentlemen, | : 
FANOnfident that every atom which 
may contribute to increaſe 
the treaſure of uſeful knowledge, 


which you are ſo ſucceſsfully en- 


deavouring to accumulate, will be 
agreeable and intereſting to the 
Society, I ſend you an account 
of an Artificial Spring of Water, 
which I produced laſt ſummer near 
the | ſide of the river Derwent in 
Derby. 

Near my houſe was an old well, 
about one hundied yards from the 
river, and about four yards deep, 
which had been many years diſuſed 
on account of the badneſs of the wa- 
ter, which 1 found to contain much 
vitriolic acid, with, at theſame time, 


a {light ſulphureous ſmell and taſte; . 


but did not carefully analyſe it. 
The mouth of this well was about 
four feet above the ſurface of the 
river; and the ground, through 
which it was ſunk, conſiſted of a 
black, looſe, moiſt earth, which ap- 
peared to have been very lately a 
morals, and is now covered with 
houſes built upon piles. At the 
bottom was found a bed of red mar], 
and the ſpring, which was ſo ſtrong 


as to give up many hogſheads in à 
day, oozed from between the moraſs 
and the marl; it lay about eight 
feet beneath the ſurface of the river, 
and the water roſe within two feet 
of the top of the well. 

Having obſerved that a very co- 
pious ſpring, called Saint Alkmund's 
well, roſe out of the ground about 
half a mile higher on the ſame ſide 
of the Derwent, the level of which 
I knew by the height of the inter- 
vening wier to be about four or five 


feet above the ground about my well; 


and having obſerved, that the higher 
lands, at the diſtance of a mile or 
two behind theſe wells, conſiſted of 
rel mar! like that in the well; I con- 
cluded, that, if I ſhould bore through 
this ſtratum of marl, I might proba- 
bly gain a water ſimilar to that of 
St. Alkmund's well, and hoped that 
at the ſame time it might riſe above 


the ſurface of my old well to the le- 


vel of St. Alkmund's. 

With this intent a pump was fir 
put down for the purpoſe of more 
eaſily keeping dry the bottom of the 
old well, and a hole about two and 
an half inches diameter was then 
bored about thirteen yards below the 
bottom of the well, till ſome ſand was 
brought by the augur. A wooden 
pipe, which was previouſly cut in 2 
conical form at one end, and armed 
with an iron ring at the other, was 
driven into the top of this hole, and 
ſtood up about two yards from the 


bottom of the well, and being ſur- 


rounde 
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-ounded with well-rammed clay, the 


bew water aſcended in a ſmall ftream 


through the wooden pipe. ; 
Our next operation was to build 


a wall of clay againſt the moraſſy 


des of the well, with a wall of well- 
bricks internally, up to the top of 
it. This completely ſtopped out 
every drop of the old water; and, on 
taking out the plug which had been 
put in the wooden pipe, the new 
waer in two or three days roſe up to 
the top, and flowed over the edges 
of the well. | 

Afterwards, to gratify my curi- 
oſity in ſeeing how high the new 
ſpring would riſe, and for the agree- 
able purpoſe of procuring the water 
at all times quite cold and freſh, I 
directed a pipe of lead, about eight 
yards long, and three-quarters of 
an inch diameter, to be introduced 
through the wooden pipe deſcribed 
above, into the ſtratum of marl at 
the bottom of the well, ſo as to ſtand 
about three feet above the ſurface of 
the ground. Near the bottom of 
this leaden pipe was ſewed, between 
two leaden rings or flances, an in- 
verted cone of {iff leather, into 


. which ſome wool was ſtuffed to 


ftretch it out, ſo that, after having 
paſied through the wooden pipe, it 
might completely fill up the perſo- 
ration of the clay. Another leaden 
ring or flanch was ſoldered round 
the leaden pipe, about two yards 
below the ſurface of the ground, 
Which, with ſome doubles of flannel 
placed under it, was nailed on the 
top of the wooden pipe, by which 
means the water was perfectly pre- 
cluded from riſing between the 
wooden and the leaden pipes. 
This being accompliſhed, the bot- 
tom of the well remained quite dry, 
and the new water quickly roſe about 
2 foot above the top of the well in 


the leaden pipe; and, on bending 
the mouth of this pipe to the level 
of the ſurface of the ground, about 
two hogſheads of water flowed from 
it in twenty-four hours, which had 


ſimilar properties with the water of 


St. Alkmund's well, as on compari- 
ſon both theſe waters curdled a ſolu- 
tion of ſoap in ſpirit of wine, and 
abounded with calcareous earth, 
which was copiouſly precipitated by 
a ſolution of fixed alkali; but the 
new water was found to poſſeſs a 
greater abundance of 1t, together 
with numerous ſmall bubbles of 
aerial acid or calcareous gas. 


The new water has now flowed 


about twelve months, and, as far as 


] can judge, is already increaſed to 
almoſt double the quantity in a given 


time; and from the rude experiments 
I made, I think it is now leſs replete 
with calcareous earth, approaching 


gradually to an exact correſpondence 


with St. Alkmund's well, as it pro- 
bably bas its origin between the 
ſame ſtrata of earth. | 


As many mountains bear incon- 
teſtable marks of their having been 
forcibly raiſed up by ſome power 
beneath thems and other mountains, 
and even iſlands; have been lifted 


up by ſubterraneous fires in our own 
times, we may {ately reaſon on the 


ſame ſuppoſition in reſpect to all 
other great elevations of ground. 
Proofs of theſe circumſtances are to 
be ſeen on both ſides of this part of 
the country; whoever will inſpect, 
with the eye of a philoſopher, the 


lime- mountain at Breedon, on the 


edge of Leiceſterſhire, will not heſi- 
tate a moment in pronouncing, that 
it has been forcibly elevated by ſome 
power beneath it; for it is of a 


conical form, with the apex cut off, 


and the ſtrata, which compoſe the 
Central 


* 
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central parts of it, and which are 
found nearly horizontal in the plain, 
are raiſed almoſt perpendicularly, 
and placed upon their edges, while 
thoſe on each ſide decline like the 
ſurface of the hill; fo that this 
mountain may well be repreſented 
by a bur made by forcing a bodkin 
through ſeveral parallel ſheets of 
paper. At Router, or Eagle-ſtone, 
in the Peak, ſeveral large maſſes of 
| 1 are ſeen on the ſides and 
ottom of the mountain, which by 
their form evince from what parts 
of the ſummit they were broken off 
at the time it was elevated; and the 
numerous looſe ſtones ſcattered about 
the plains in its vicinity, and half 
buried in the earth, muſt have been 
. thrown out by exploſions, and prove 
the volcanic origin of the mountain. 
Add to this the vaſt beds of toad- 
ſtone or lava in many parts of this 
county, ſo accurately deſcribed, and 
ſo well explained by Mr. White- 
hurſt, in his Theory of the Forma- 
tion of the Earth. 
Now, as all great elevations of 
ground have been thus raiſed by 
ſubterraneous fires, and in a long 
courſe of time their ſummits have 
been worn away, it happens, that 
ſome of the more interior ſtrata of 
the earth are expoſed naked on the 
tops of mountains; and that, in ge- 
neral, thoſe ſtrata, which lie upper- 
moſt or neareſt ro the ſummit of the 
mountain, are the loweſt in the con- 
tiguous plains. This u ill be readily 
conceived if the bur, made by thruſt- 


ing a bodkin through ſeveral paral- 


lel ſheets of paper, had a part of its 
apex cut off by a pen-knife, and is 
ſo well explained by Mr. Michell, 
ia an ingenious paper on the Phæ- 
nomena of Earthquakes, publiſhed 
a few years ago in the Philoſophical 
W 


And as the more elevated patts 
of a country are ſo much colder thau 
the vallies, owing, perhaps, to 4 
concurrence of two or three caſes, 
but particularly to the leſs condend. 
ed ſtate of the air upon hills, which 
thence becomes a better conductor 


of heat, as well as of electricity, and | 


permits it to eſcape the faſter ; it iz 


from the water condenſed on theſe | 


cold ſurfaces of niountains, that our 
common cold ſprings have their 
origin; and which, {liding between 
two of the ftrata above deſcribed, 
deſcend till they find or make them- 
ſelves an outlet, and will in conſe. 
quence riſe to a level with the part of 


the mountain where they originated. 


And hence, if by piercing the earth 
you gain a ſpring between the {e- 
cond and third, or third and fourth 
ſtratum, it muſt generally heppen, 


that the water from the loweſt ſtra- 


tum will riſe the higheſt, if confined 
1h pipes, becauſe it comes originally 
from a higher part of the country in 
Its Vie, 

The increaſing quantity of this 


new ſpring, and its increaſing pa- 


rity, | ſuppoſe to be owing to its 
continually difſolving a part of the 


earth ir paſſes through, and hence 


making itſelf a wider channel, and 
that through materials of leſs ſolu- 
bility. Hence it is probable, that 
the older and ſtronger ſprings are 
generally the purer; and that all 
ſprings were ofiginally Joaded with 


the ſoluble impuriries of the ſtrata, 


th:ouph which they tranſuded. 
Since the above-related experi- 


ment was made, I have read with 
pleaſure the ingenious account of . | 


the King's wells at Sheerneſs, in the 
Jaſt volume of the TranſaRions, by 
Sir Thomas Hyde Page, in which 
the water roſe three hundred feet 


above its ſource in the well; and 
| have 
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dave alſo been informed, that in the 
town of Richmond in Surrey, and 
at Inſhip near Preſton in Lancaſhire, 
jt is uſual to bore for water through 
a lower ſtratum of earth to a certain 
depth; and that when it is found, at 
both thoſe places, it riſes ſo high as 
to overflow the ſurface of the well. 
All theſe facts contribute to eſtabliſh 
the theory above mentioned : and 
there 1s reaſon to conclude, that, if 
ſimilar experiments were made, ar- 
tificial ſprings, riſing above ground, 
might in many places be thus pro- 
duced at ſmall expence, both for the 
common purpoſes of life, and for the 
great improvement of lands, by oe- 
caſionally watering them. 


RY 
—_ 


On Dibbling Wheat. From Vol. III. 
of Tranſactions of the Society inſti- 
tuted at London for Encouragement 
of Arts, Manufatures, and Com- 


Merct. 


NMoræbich, Oct. 27, 1783. 
GenTLEMEN, 
TAKE the liberty to addreſs 
you on a ſubject I conceive will 
be worthy your patronage, viz. the 
dibbling or dropping of Wheat, 
which, though prevailing in this part 
of the nation, ſeems little under- 
ſtood, or ſcarcely apprehended, in 
the Southern, North-weſt, and Mid- 
land counties. | : 


Your encouragement hath been 


handed forth, during ſome years, for 
the beſt ſet of experiments to aſcer- 
tain whether it is moſt advantageous 
to cultivate Wheat by ſowing it in 
the common broadcaſt way, or by 
drilling it in equidiſtant rows. Whe- 
ther you have had this comparative 


difference aſcertained, is not neceſ- 


Vo L. XXVII. 


ſary for me to enquire; my purpoſe 
is, a wiſh that, in handing forth a fu- 
ture encouragement, you might ſee 
it eligible to connect this late mode 
of propagation with the two former: 
] have been long perſuaded it is ſu- 
perior to either, and that, purſued 
on lands of a certain deſcription, it 
will be productive of much national 
advantage, and with no hazard of a 
comparative loſs, applied to any 
lands experimentally known to be 
ſuitable to this grain. 

I ſhall therefore beg leave to 
mention, having, with you, the good 
of the public in object, that being 
connected by neighbourhood, or bu- 
ſineſs, with divers farmers, ſetters 
of Wheat—and having tried it my- 
ſelf upon a {mall ſcale, yet the larg- 


_ eſt J was capable of, and been a 


cloſe obſerver, from its beginning, 
through its ſucceſſive adoptions in 
the part of the country where it be- 
gan— I therefore hold myſelf ready 
to communicate any intelligence to 
you, that may tend to your forming 


à ſui able judgment thereon, and as 


a ground for your future encourage- 


ment.-- „5 
| may likewiſe add, though per- 


haps prematurely, that as the prac- 


tice is novel, and in ſpeculation un- 
promiſing, and has been conſidere 
as a refincment by genius at a dif- 
tance, I conceive it would be in my 
power, upon your compenſation fer 
time and travelling, at a future ſeed- 
time, to excite a dibbler, with one 
or two of his droppers, to go to any 
place within fifty miles of- London. 
This, I preſume, would impreſs 
an adequate idea of its mode, malte 


the practice eaſy to their imitators, 


and in due time give an evidence, 
which ſpeculation is ſcarce capable 


of attaining, that the ceconomy of 


ſeed tends to an increaſe ſomewhat 
L propor- 
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proportionable to the hoeing up 
nine-tenths of a turnep crop, which 
Experience has evinced augments 
their real produce: yet in the ſet- 
ting of Wheat, as in the thinning of 
turneps, it muſt be under a regula- 
tion, and preciſion of judgment; 
which nevertheleſs practice can ren- 
der eaſy, and an intelligent obſer- 
ver ſoon acquire. 
Jam, with great attention, 
Your reipeQtul Friend, 
JohN WaGsSTAFPE. 
P. S. I can ſcarce refrain obſerv- 
ing that this preſent ſeed-time more 
Wheat hath been ſet, and land re- 


ſerved for its continuance, within the 


diſtance of ten miles from Norwich, 
than in any preceding year, and 
peculiarly ſo in the hundred where 
it originated; while it is diffuling 
(though ſlowly) in every direction, 


and is now extended into a neigh- 
bouring county. 
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rally poor. 


On the Cultare, Produce, and Appiie 
cation of the Howard or Cluſtered 


Potatoe, and the Com ariſou if- 


them guith other Sorts. Fitradted 


from the Account of Arthur Young, + 


E. in the ſame Velume, 


Tarn MENT.” HT. 


Fre Quality. April 5 1770. 
laing a lmail Howard Potato, 


cut it into four ſets, planted them on a 
hillock oli ſandy loam, ſcattered witn 
two pecks of poultry dung; when 
they came up, earthed them with 
ore peck of chalk, and con after 
with two pecks of roten yard dupg; 
again with one peck cf poultry 
dunganda layer of loam. I was ab- 
feat a confiderable part of the um- 


board plough, which carthed ups 


mer, and therefore could not mark 
the progreſs of the vegetation, whe. 
ther checked or accelerated by theſe 
earthings. Dug them up November 
16; the produce ninety Potatoes, 
meaſuring two pecks, ſome of them 
remarkably fine, weight thirty-one 
pounds; the quantity of land occy- 
pied, four {quare feet ; the acrezble 
produce one thouſand three hundred 
and ſixty-one buſhels, 


EXPERIMENT 11. 


Compariſon with 
March 20, 1771. Manured three 
furrows of ridges, four ſeet and 2 
half broad, and ſeventy yards long, 
with ſix loads of farm-yard dung; 
the ſoil a wet hungry gravel, natu- 
In 1770, it was ma- 
nured ſeventy loads an acre, of earth 
and dung, drilied wich lucerne; 
but failing, it was ſummer fallowcd 
jor turneps, but not iown, throuch 
a ſcrvant's miſtake, the dung for 
the Potatoes was laid in the furrows, 
and the fets upon it in a double row, 
twelve inches apart, and as much 
{rom ſet to {et 5; one buſhel of feed, 
Covered them by reverſing ite 
ridges with a plough. Alio five 
ridges contiguons, dunged in the 
ſame manner, with two buſhels and 
half a peck of Red Noſe Kine), 
ſuppoſed at London to be the Not 
prolific fort; allo two other ndges 


dunged in the fame manner, win 


ve pecks, a mixture of Golden 
Tags, and Golden Ruſſets from 


Lancaſhire. 


The firſt week in June hand heed 
the rows; the middle ot the fam? 
month horſe-hyed the intervals wi 
a Berkſhire ſhim, which cus the fur- 
face but turns no furrow; ſollowed 
this with a large double me d- 


100 oy 


other | Sorts, ; 
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rows, Clearing the furrows, and 
?eaving the land in beautiful order. 

July 12 hand-weeded the rows ; 
the middle of Auguſt repeated the 
himming and double mould-board 
plough 3 the firſt week in Septem- 
der hand-weeded ; the latter end 
of October ploughed them up. 


produce. Buſpels. 
Three ridges of Howards 24 
Five ditto Red N. Kidney 16 


Two ditto Tags and Ruſſets 9 
which per acre makes Buſbels. 
Howards 360 
Nicpies 55 144 
Tags and Ruſſets 207 
Account of the Howards per acre. 
e ly & os op 
1770. Four ploughings 
| at 6s. To 
Three harrowings | 
„CCC 0 
Seventy loads of 
compoſt at 25. 7 © O 
Rent 0 8 0 | 
Rates 0 1 2 
Repairsfo 1 0 
1-0 


Fences* © 


1771, One ploughing 
Eiphty-nine loads 


of com poſt at a⁊ũ. 8 18 O 
Eighteen buſhels | 
of ſets at 258. 1 16 0. 
Planting 8 6 8 
Harrowing 9 9 9 
Carried over = 20 4 8 


® This upon an average per 


2 


OWE 
Brought over L.20 4. 8 
Hand-hoeing Q- 8 
Sbimming 09 9 9 
Moulding Plough o 
Weedino 8 1 8 
Horſe-hoeing re- ; 
peated 98 5 9 
Weed ing 893 
Ploughing and 
picking 5 6 0 
Annual charges r 
as before © It 8 
23 0 10 
| Produce. 
Three hundred and fixty 
buſhels, two ſhillings 
the ſelling price; but 
ſuppoſe 18. 6d. the | 
price of common Po- C. 6. d. 
tatoes 775 
Expences 23 0 10 
Profit 


42 


Account of the Kidnies. 
Produce. 


One hundred and forty= 


four buſhels, at 1s. 64. 10 16 
Expences the ſame, the 

{mall variation in the 

ſeed not worth noting 23 © 10 


Loſs - - 12 10 
Account of the Tags and Ruſſets. 
Produce. 
Two hundred and ſeven 
buſhels at 18. 6d. 


Expences „ 


15 100 5 
„ 23 6 10 


5 7 10 4 


Loſs = 
annum over the whole farm, 


OBSE R- 


— .! — 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


The ſoil above deſcribed is per- 


haps the moſt unfit of all others for 
common Potatoes ; but being in- 
formed that the Howard would 
thrive where other ſorts would not, I 
purpoſely choſe it. The event 1s 
remarkable, and proves clearly that 
on theſe wet tenacious gravels great 
crops of that ſoft may be gained; 
the unſatisfatory circumſtance is the 
value of the crop, a circumſtance 
general with Potatoes, for their price 
varies exceedingly; and, what is 
worſe, have ſometimes no price at 
all for large quantities; conſequent- 
ly, if they cannot be conſumed at 
home by cattle profitably, the ob- 
ject is not an important one: two 


manurings being charged to one 


crop, render the expence very high. 
It muſt however ſtrike every perſon, 
that, had the Potatoes no more than 
paid the expence, the return would 


have been prodigiouſly advantage- 


ous, as the land is left in uncom- 
mon order for ſucceeding crops. 

It is neceſſary here to remark, 
that the value of two ſhillings a load 
for the manure, is for a one-horſe 
three - wheel carriage or cart, which 
holds about eighteen buſhels, and is 
the average expence of my farm- 
yard compoſt tor ſeveral years paſt. 
In the ſummer I cart a layer of 
marle, turf, or mould over all my 
 vard, and in the following winter 


' fodder my cattle on it, cleaning the 


ſtabies, cow-houſe, and hog-ities on 
to it, bones, night ſoil, coal aſhes, 
ſullage of ſtreets, or whatever ma- 
nure I buy; in the ſpring I turn the 
whole over, mixing well together, 
and cart it for Potatoes; the two 
ſnillings includes filling, ſpreading, 
caring, and in a word all expence 
. Wlatever. | | 


as it ought; indeed the , 
I | een 
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EXPERIMENT 11, 


In ploughing up the preceding 
crop, two lands were thrown intoone, 
and early in the ſpring ſplit again; 


after which one of them, where the 


Howards had been, coming up tele. 
rably thick, from the ſmall Potatoes 
left, I deſiſted from ploughing i; 
up, in order to ſee what the reſult 
would be. It was hand-hoed once, 
and weeded twice; and being taken 
up in November, 1772, the produce 
was fix buſhels, or per acre two 
hundred and ſeventy -fix ; which, at 
one ſhilling and ſixpence, is twenty 
pounds fourteen ſhillings. 


EXPERIMENT 1V, 
Culture, Expences, Produce, aui 
Application of one hundred and trwer- 
y perch. 1772. The ſoil, a deep 
ſandy loam; it was under carrots 
in 1771, and ploughed flat in au- 
tumn ; the extreme wetneſs of the 
ipring prevented my carting on the 
dung till the ſixth of April, and then 
only thirty loads. Rain coming the 
eighth, prevented going on with it. 
Spread the compoſt, and on the 
thirteenth ploughed it into four feet 
ridges, ſtriking the furrows imme- 
diately with the double mould- 
board plough; at the fame time 
drew furrows at four feet diſtance, at 
paths for that large plough to open 
trenches to Jay the dung in, that! 
might ſee which method anſwered 
beit, ſpreading the manure all over 
the land, or Jaying it in furrows un- 
der the crop; but heavy rains im- 
peded the work; the fourteenth it 
rained from five in the morning til 
ten at night, a cruel ſeaſon for Po. 
tatoe planting ; the piece ploughtd 
the thirteenth did not work fo well 


77d TT . Wm ͤ aw _ Mo W 


— 


been ſo wet, that no land except 
lays ploughed tolerably. April 


| twenty - ſecond and twenty - third 


went on with the manuring, and the 
twenty-ninth planted part, laying 
the ſets in double rows, at one 
foot, on the dung, and covered 


them immediately with the plough, 


reverſing the ridges; the part 
ploughed, with deſign to dibble, 
baked too hard for it; ploughed it 
therefore again, planting it in ſingle 
rows: the plough firſt turned a fur- 
row from one fide of each ridge, 
and upon the back of this furrow 
the ſets were laid ſix inches a- 
part; the plough then returning, 
and taking a fimilar furrow from the 
oppoſite ridge, covered the ſets, 
which muſt of courſe come up in 
the middle of the new ridge. The 
dung which was ſpread over the land 
fell on to the ſets in ploughing, as 


I could wiſh. May firſt, finithed, 
and the fourth planted it; during 


the ſummer hand-hoed once, hand- 
weeded once, and horſe-hoed twice, 
once with ſhim, and once with dou- 
ble mould-board ; nothing made a 


more beautiful appearance than theſe 
| Potatoes throughout the ſeaſon ; the 
verdure and luxuriance of the her- 
bage, notwithſtanding the ſeverity 


of the drought which followed that 


wet ſpring, was a moſt pleaſing 


fight, nor was there to be ſeen a 
weed throughout. November four- 
teenth, began taking them up; 
eighteen rows and a half planted on 


the dung, one hundred and ten 


yards long by four feet broad, pro- 
duced two hundred and thirteen 
buſhels, dirty ; that ſpace makes 


ninety ſquare perch ; the proportion 
three hundred and 


per acre is 
tourteen buſhels, deducting one- 
lixth for di; fix rows, where the 


ang was ipread, produced fixty- 


| L 
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four buſhels and a half, dirty ; clean 
fifty-three, one · ſixth deduCted ; pro- 
portion per acre two hundred and 
ninety-two. Total produce, dirty, 
two hundred and ſeventy {even 
buſhels. For ſecuring them during 
the winter, I ſpread the floor of a 
{mall barn with truſſes of ſtraw, 
Cloſe to each other, and the ſame 
around the ſides of the barn; the 
Potatoes were laid in with all the 
dirt that ſtuck to them; ſome were 
very wet. I did not open the heap 
till the end of January, when the 
whole was one hard dry maſs, and 
the Potatoes very ſound and good; 
upon meaſuring them clean, the 


produce was two hundred and forty- 


ſix buſhels, the dirt therefore did 
not amount quite to one-fixth ; one 
hundred and twenty perch producing 
two hundred and forty-fix, is at the 
rate of three hundred and twenty- 
eight per acre. | 


Expences per acre. FL. 6. 4. 
1771. Ploughing 0 6 o 
1772. Compoſt, one hun- I 
| dred loads at 2s. 10 0 © 


Ploughing o 60 
Twelve buſhels of 
ſetts at 18. 6d, - 0.18 © 
Slicingand planting © 6 © 
Harrowing o 9 
Hand-hoeing © 10 © 
Hand- weeding 0 30 
Horſe-hoing ſhim © og 
Double mould-boardo 5 o 
| Ploughingup ©o 6 0 
Picking up, 14d. per 
buſhel. I 14-2: 
Carting home, draw- 
over and cleaning1 © o 
Annual charges o 11 8 


Value aſcertained 16 7 4 


February the eighth, &c. In a 
copper, that held fix buſkels, boiled 
E 3 : at 
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at ſeveral times ſeventy-five buſhels, 
with ninety buſh-faggots, turning 
them out of the copper into a tub, 
wherein they were maſhed : from 
this tub put the maſh, without any 
liquor, into a ciſtern; adding, as it 
was done, nine buſhels of barley in 
meal: a boy in the ciſtern mixed 
them well together with a ſpade. 
Bought five hogs of the Chineſe 
breed, and weighed them alive. 


No. 1 - - 121 16, 
2 7 
3 7 e 
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They coſt fix pounds thirteen 
ſuillings ard three-pence, which is 


three- pence per pound alive. Upon 


Gaiſhing the Potatoes, they were 
weighed alive, killed, ad ſold, 


which was rather a diſadvantage, as ' 


none of them were quite fat; I did 
1t, however, for the ſake of gaining 


the knowledge | made the trial in 


ſearch of. They weighed ſeven 
hundred and eighty - four pounds 
alive, and five hundred and ten 


pounds dead, which fold at ſixpence 


per pound, or twelve pounds fiiteen 
thilltags ; this proportion is nearly 
twenty pounds alive, giving thirteen 
dead. Numbers one and two were 
weighed at different times, and 
gained the firit three weeks of fat- 
ting two pounds and a quarter each 
per diem, which is very conſider- 
able: the expences were 


E t, „ 


Coſt of the Hogs 6 13 3 
Labour, waſhing Fotatoes 


and boiling = - ©o 6 o 
Ninety buſh-iaggots,valueo 5 © 
Nine buſhels barley - 116 O 

| 222 


allve weight. 


Produce. 4:4 

Sold at — - £ 15 R 

Deduct - - | 9 © 3 
Remains, which is the 
value paid for the 

Potatoes =» e 20" 9 


Or per buſhel one ſhilling. 


When I found the hogs thriving | 


ſo well, I expected the Potatoes to 
pay a higher value than this; not 


but a ſhilling a buſhel, in an appli- 
cation that goes to any quantity, is 


a great object. 
But as the prices of pork and 
barley may vary, | ſhall give the 
product of pork yielded by this 
quantity of food. 
The hogs, when killed fat, 
weighed = 1 
At putting up, they weighed 
alive 5 33lb. This would have 
been dead at 13 or 20 - 346 


510 


3 


The gain of pork was therefore 164 


Thus ſeventy-fve buſhels of Po- 


tatoes, and nine of barley, yielded 
one hundred and fixty-four pounds 
of Pork. This is a fact which may 
be uſeful, whatever the price ol 
barley is, and for whatever pork 
may ell. 8 

Ihe mere increaſe of dead weight 
15 not the whole profit, or it would 
not pay the expence; there is, be- 
ſides, the profit on converting lean 
to fat, it bought at three-pencc 
But three hundred 
and ſorty-ſix dead, at ſix pence, 
would be eight pounds thirtcen 
ſhillings, whereas the} coſt but ſix 


pounds thirteen ſhillings. 


The Society will obſerve, that 
this value of one ſhilli per buibe! 
| 15 


wh 
the 
pea 
yer 
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is found only from one experiment, 
which, though it anſwers for fixing 
the amount of this crop, yet re- 
peated ones muſt be made, to diſco- 
ver what may be reckoned a ſtan- 
dard value, 


Produce. 6 
Three hundred and twenty- 
eizht buſkels at 18. 16 8 © 
Expences. = - 16 7 4 


Hence therefore the crop paid 
the expences; which, conſidering 
the ample manuripg and the great 
order the land is left in, mull be 
eſteemed a very conſiderable profit. 
The great object of tillage is to find 

a fallow crop which will pay . ex- 


pences, manuring included. Every 


farmer knows that turneps, under 
the laſt perfection of culture, will 
never do this; but if Potatoes uſed 
at home can be made to do it, every 


beneficial purpoſe is anſwered : for 
the conſumption, by fattening hogs, 


raiſes a large * of valuable 


dung. 


Description of a Contrivance for in- 
creeforg the Ege of Engines Ver 
batinguiſbing Fires; from the ſame 

v1 
CA. 


7 HE SI ver Medal 224 Twenty 
Guineas were voted 10 Mr. bark, 
n Cconfraeration of the wility of a 


COntrFIVAance os zuced Ly him, and of 


which trial was made, Fir increaſung 
the (ect of Engines Jer exiinguiit- 
1% Fires. A complete ae remain 15 


ny tive Repeje: ary of th: doc e, 
WH the "foloiag is 4 e Fg 
cri tion. 


vertical motion to It. 


FROM a platform rifes an up- 


right pole or maſt, of ſuch height 
as may be judged neceſſary ; up 
this pole or maſt ſlides a gatt, and 
along the upright pole and gaft 
the leather hoſe from the Engine 
is conveyed ; at the cxtremity of 
the gaft the branch of the Engine 
projects; towards this extremity is 
fixed an iron frame, whence hang 
two chains, and from them ropes, 
ſerving to give a horizontal direction 


to the branch; whilſt other ropes, 


running through proper pullies, 
and being thus conveyed down the 


maſt, ſerve allo to communicate a 
By theſe 
means the branch or noſe-pipe of 
the Engine is conveyed into the 
window ot any room where the fire 
more immediately rages, and the 


effect of the water diſcharged there- 


ſrom applied in the moſt efficacious 
manner to the extinguiſhing it. 


T he fellaauing Account of a Diffolvent 


er the 8 calculi, Sound out 


by Mr. B. Colburne, of Bath, 
Kaen, /o avell cor -robarated, by ihe 
mot reſpectable Inſtances, for its 
ſalutory EHect, that ave think ut 
0 Di Mey 70 lay it before cur Read- 


ors, Fee from the Gentfe- 


man's Naga ine for Judy 1785. 


* FR. Colburne informs us, that 


VI from ſeveral very accurate 
experiments on the kuman calcu lia, 
ſteeped in alkaline falts, they were 
reduced in weight, and diſpoſed to 


diſſolve: this led him to try what 


eſfect it would produce, by the in- 
ternal uſe, on the urine of thoſe who 
{uſer od the gravel or tone; and 
was agreeably ſu: pi lled to und that 


E 4 his 


himſelf) from being turbid, and 
diſpoſed to precipitation, became 
clear, and of a natural colour. But 
the alkaline ſalts proving diſagree- 
able and nauſeating, he conceived 
that ſome more agreeable mode 
might be contrived to anſwer the 
ſame good purpoſes, Fixed air 
ſeemed to Mr. Colburne the beſt 
means of ſucceſs, and experience 
ſoon confirmed his hopes. The al- 
_ Kaline ſolution is thus prepared: 


Put two ounces, troy weight, of 


dry ſalt of tartar into an open earth- 
en veſſel, and pour upon it two 
quarts of the ſofteſt water to be had, 
and ſtir them well together. Let 
the ſolution ſtand for 24 hours, 
when the clear part muſt be poured 


off, with care to avoid any of the 


reſiduum, and put into the middle 
part of one of the glaſs machines 
for impregnating water with fixible 
air, and expoſed to a ſtream of that 
fluid: after the water has been 2 

hours in this ſituation, it will be fit 
for uſe, and ſhould be bottled off. 
Well cork the bottles, and ſet them 
upon their corks, bottom upwards ; 
and with ſuch care it will keep ſe- 
veral weeks. Eight ounces may be 
taken three times in 24 hours, with- 
out any inconvenience ; but it may 
be beſt to begin with a ſmaller 
quantity. os 


** 


On the Nature of different kinds of 
Soil, and the Grain, Pulſe, or 
Grafjes priper to each. From Pol, 
II. of Letters and Papers on Agri- 
culture, Planting, Ge. elected from 
the Correſpondence- Book of the So- 
crety inſtituted at Bath, for the 
Encouragement of Agriculture, Arts, 
Manifactures, and Commerce, Withe 
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his own urine (for he was a ſufferer 


in the Counties of Somerſet, Wilts, 
Glouceſter, and Dorſet, and the 
City and County of Briſtol. 


[By an Experienced Correſpondent.) 


GENTLEMEN, 


S the publication of your firſt 

volume of ſelect papers did 
you honour as a Society, and fur. 
niſhed the public with a variety of 
uſeful information, it gave me plea. 
ſure to ſee, in the advertiſement of 
your annual meeting, that a ſecond 
volume was nearly ready for the 
preſs, And as you ſeem deſirous to 
obtain the correſpondence of thoſe 
who have had ſome experience, and 
poſſeſs ſome knowledge, in the arts 


of cultivation, I am willing to con- 


tribute my mite in this way. 
Agriculture, Planting, &c. have 


been my employment, ſtudy, and 
amuſement, near forty years; and, 


as I have kept regular minutes of 


the experiments I made, they have 


ſupplied me with confiderable in- 


ſtruction. 


I therefore beg leave to trouble 
you with a few brief remarks on the 
nature of different ſoils, and the 


crops moſt likely to ſucceed on each 


reſpectively. DD 

Pip, Clay, which is in general 
the fliffeſt of all ſoils, and contains 
an unctuous quality. But under the 


term clays, earths of different ſorts. 
and colours are included. One kind 


is ſo obſtinate, that ſcarcely any 


thing will ſubdue it; another ſo 
hungry and poor, that it abſorbs 


whatever 1s applied, and turns it 
into its own quality. Some clays 
are fatter than others, and the fatteſt 
are the beſt; ſome are more ſoft 


and ſlippery. But all of them re- 


tall 
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ain water poured on their ſurfaces, 

where it ſtagnates and chills the 
plants, without ſinking into the ſoil. 
The cloſeneſs of clay prevents the 
roots and fibres of plants from 
ſpreading in ſearch of nouriſhment. 
The blue, the red, and the white 
clay, if ſtrong, are unfavourable to 
vegetation. The ſtony and looſer 
ſort are leſs ſo; but none of them 
are worth any thing till their tex- 
tare is ſo looſened by a mixture of 
other ſubſtances, and opened, as to 


admit the influence of the ſun, the 
air, and froſts. Among the manures 


recommended for clay, ſand is of all 
others to be preferred; and ſea- 
ſand the beſt of all where it can 
be obtained: this molt effectually 
breaks the coheſion, | | 
The reaſon for preferring ſea-ſand 
js, that it is not formed wholly (as 
moſt other ſands are) of ſmall] ſtones 
but contains a great deal of calca- 
nous matter in it, ſuch as ſhells 
grated and broken to pieces by the 
tide; and alſo of ſalts. The ſmaller 


the ſand is, the more eaſily it pene- 


trates the clay; but it abides leis 
time in it than the larger. 
The next beſt ſand is that waſhed 
down by rains on gravelly ſoils, 
Thoſe Which are dry and light are 
tie worſt, Small gritty gravel has 
allo been recommended by the beſt 


writers on Agriculture for theſe 


ſoils; and in many inſtances I have 
found them to anſwer the purpoſe, 

Shell marle, aſhes, and all animal 
and vegetable ſubſtances, are very 
good manures for clay ; but they 
have been found moſt beneficial 


when {and is mixed with them. 
Lime has been often uſed, but I 


would not recommend it, for I ne- 
ver found any advantage from it 
ingly, when applied to clays. 

The crops moſt ſuitable for ſuch 


lands are, wheat, beans, cabbages, 
and rye-graſs. Clover ſeldom ſuc- 
ceeds, nor indeed any plants whoſe 
roots require depth, and a wide 
{ſpread in the earth. 

2aly, Chalk. —Chalky foils are 


generally dry and warm, and, if 


there be a tolerable depth of mould, 
fruitful; producing great crops of 
barley, rye, peaſe, vetches, clover, 
trefoil, burnet, and particularly 
ſaintfoin. The latter plant flouriſhes 
in a chalky ſoil better than any 
other. But if the ſurface of mould 
be very thin, this ſoil requires good 
manuring with clay, marle, loam, 
or dung. As theſe lands are dry, 


they may be ſown earlier than 


others. 


When your barley is three inches 


high, throw in 106lb. of clover, or 
Iglb. of trefoil, and roll it well. 


The next ſummer mow the crop for 


hay ; feed off the aftermath with 
ſheep ; and in winter give it a top- 
dreſſing of dung. This will pro- 
duce a crop the ſecond ſpring, which 


ſhould be cut for hay. As ſoon as 
this crop is carried off, plough up 


the land, and in the beginning of 
September ſow three buſhels of rye 
per acre, either to feed off, with 
ſheep in the ſpring, or to ſtand for 
harveſt, If you feed it off, ſow 


winter vetches in Auguſt or Sep- 


tember, and make them into hay 
the following ſummer, Then get 


the land into as fine tilth as poſſible, 


and ſow it with ſaintfoin, which, 
with a little manure once in two or 
three years, will remain and pro- 
duce good crops for twenty years 
together. 


340, Light poor land, which 


ſeldom produces good crops of any 


thing till well manured. After it 
is well ploughed, ſow three buſhels 


of buck-wheat per acre, in April or 
May. 
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May. When in bloom, let your 


cattle in, a few days, to eat off the 
beſt and tread the other down; 
this done, plough in what remains 
immediately. This will ſoon fer- 
ment and rot in the ground; then 


lay it fine, and ſow three bufhels of 


rye per acre. If this can be got off 
early enough, fow turnips ; if not, 
winter es to cut for hay. Then 
get it in good tilth, and fow turnip- 
rooted cabbages 1n rows three feet 
apart. This plant ſeldom fails, if 
it has ſufficient room, and the inter- 
vals be well horſe-hoed ; and you 
will find it the beſt ſpring- feed for 
ſheep whey turnips are over. 


The horie-hozing will clean and 


prepare the land for ſaintfoin; for 
the lowing of which | reckon April 


the belt jeaiun, be uſual way is 


to ſow it brcad-caſt, four buſhels to 


an acre : but I prefer ſowing it in 


drills two feet aſunder; for then it 
may be horſe-hoed, and half the 
ſeed will be ſufficient. oo 
The horſe-hoeing will not only 
clean the crop, but earth up the 
plants, and render them more luxu- 
riant and laſting. Is | 
If you ſow it broad-caſt, give it 
a top-dreiling in December or Ja- 
nuary, of rotten dung, or aſhes ; or, 
which I think ſtill better, of both, 


mixed up in compoſt. 


From various trials, I find that 


taking only one crop in a year, and 


feeding the aiter-growth, is better 


than to mow it twice. Cut it as 


ſoon as it is in full bloom, if the 
weather will permit. The hay will 
be the ſweeter, and the ſtrength of 
the plants leſs impaired, than it it 
tands ill the feed is formed. 

41/:'y, Light rich land, being the 
molt enſy to cultivate to advantage, 
and capable of bearing moſt kinds 
of grain, palſe, and nherbage.— 1 


7 


ſnall ſay little upon it. One thing 
however is very proper to be ch. 
ſerved, that {ach lands. are the beſt 
adapted to the drill-huſbandry, ef. 
p<cially where machines are uſed, 
which require ſhallow furrows to be 
made for the reception of the ſe«g. 
This, if not prone to couch-grais, 
is the beſt of all ſoils for Jucerne ; 
which, 1f ſown in two feet drills, 
and kept clean, will yield an aſto- 
niſhing quantity of the moſt excel- 
lent herbage. But ] am convinced 
lucerne will never be cultivated 9 
advantage, where couch-graſs ard 
weeds are very plentiful ; nor in 


the broad- caſt method, even where 


they are not ſo; becauſe horſe. 
hoeing is effential to the vigorous 
growth of this plant, 

5thly, Coarle rough land.—— 
Plough deep in autumn; when i: 
has lain two weeks, croſs-ploupi it, 


and let it lie rough through the 


winter. In March give it another 


good ploughing ; drag, rake, and 
harrow it well, to get out the rub- 
biſh, and ſow four buſhels of black 
oats per acre if the ſoil be wet, ard 
white oats if dry. When about four 


inches high, roll them well ater 2 


ſhower; this will break the clods; 


and the fine mould falling among 


the roots of the plants will promote 


their growth greatly. 


Some ſow clover and ray grai: 
among the oats, but | think i; 5 
bad huſbandry. If you defign it for 
clover, ſow it ſingle, and let a co: 
of dung be laid on in December. 
The ſnow and rain will then diſute 
its ſalts and oil, and carry chem 
down among the roots of the plant. 
This is far better than mixing the 
crops on ſuch land; ſer the oats will 
exhauſt the ſoil ſo much, that the 
clover will be impoveriſhbed- The 
following ſemmer you will pave © 

| | 8808 
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ood crop of clover, which cut once, 
and feed the after-growth. In the 
winter plough it in, and let it lie till 
February ; then plough and harrow 
it well; and in March, if the ſoil 


be moiſt, plant beans in drills of 


three feet, to admit the horſe-hoe 
frecly. When you horſe-hoe them 
a ſecond time, ſow a row of turnips 
in each interval, and they will Juc- 
ceed very well. But if the land be 
ſtrong enough for ſowing wheat as 


oon as the beans are off, the turnips 


may be omitted. 1 
N Jam vours, &c. 

B. K. 
May 14, 1782. 
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Some of the ſuperior Advantages of 
the Drill to the Breadcaft Hub an- 
dry, pointed out, From the ſame. 


[By a Gentleman Farmer in Kent.) 


GENTLEMEN, 


EEING by your advertiſements 

in the St. James's Chronicle, 
that tie publiſhing a ſecond volume 
of ſelect papers was one of your re- 
ſolutions, I am induced to offer a 
few remarks on the Drill-Huſban- 
dry ; the ſabitance at leaſt of which 


I ſhould be happy to ſze inſerted 


therein, if you think them worthy 
your attention. h | 
Notwithſtanding the decided ſu- 
periority of the Drill-Haibardry in 
nany kinds of grain, pulſe, and 


graſſes, many farmers are {till ene- 


mies to it; and a ſtill greater num- 
ber are too indolent to go one ſtep 
Out of the old beaten path, though 


tie advantages they might reap are 


obrious. 
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This was the caſe many years in 
this county, with reſpect to hoeing 
of turnips: but thoſe prejudices are 


now generally overcome; and we 


have very few, if any, farmers ſtupid 
or obſtinate enough to ſow turnips 
without having them twice well 
hoed. | 

Some reaſons indeed may be urg- 
ed in favour of a few perſons not 
adopting the Driil-Huſbandry ; be- 
cauie the warmeſt advocates tor it 
mult allow, that there are ſoils and 
ſituations wherein the broad - caſt 
method is preferable, at leaſt in 
many caſes, But theſe inſtances are 
but few, and ought not by any 


means to check it in the general. 


Drill-Huſbandry is, as a good 
writer has juſtly deſined it; zhe 
ce practice of a garden brought into 
« the field.” Every man of the 
leaſt reflection muſt be ſenſible, that 
the practice of the garden is much 
better than that of the field, only a 
little more expenſive; but if (as is 
the caſe) this extra expence be ge- 
perally much more than repaid by 
the ſuperior goodneſs and value of 
drilled crops, it ought to have no 
weigntin comparing the two modes 
of huſbancry, == | 

In the broadcaſt method the land 
is often ſown in bad tilth, and al- 
ways ſcattered at random, ſome- 
times by very unſkilful hands. In 
drilling, the land mutt be in fine 


order; tne ſeed is ſer in trenches 


drawn regularly, all of neariv an 
equal depth, and that depth ſuited 
to the nature of each kind of feed, 
Theſe ſeeds are alſo diſtributed at 
proper diſtances, and, by being 
equally and ſpadily covered, are 
protected from vermin and other 
injuries; ſo that the practice of the 
garden is here exactly introduced 
into the field. 

| Is 
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In the broadcaſt method, the ſeed 
falls in ſome places too thick, in 
others too thin; and, being imper- 
fectly covered, a part of it is de- 
voured by vermin which follow the 
ſower; another part is left expoſed 
to xain or froſts, or to heats, which 
greatly injure it. When harrowed 
in, a great part of it (ſmall ſeeds 
eſpecially) is buried ſo deep, that, 


if the ſoil be wet, it periſhes before 


it can vegetate. 

Again: When thus ſown, there 
is no meddling with the crop after- 
wards, becaule its growth is irre- 
gular. The ſoil cannot be broken 
to give it more nouriſhment, nor can 
even the weeds be deſtroyed without 
much inconvenience and injury. 


But in the Drill-Huſbandry the 


intervals between the rows, whe- 
ther double or ſingle, may be horſe- 


hoed ; and thereby nouriſhment may 
repeatedly be given to the plants, 
and they weeds almolt totally de- 
firoyed. I | 


The very ſame effects which dig- 


ging has upon young ſhrubs and 


trees in a garden, will reſult from 


horſe-hoeing in a field, whether the 
crop be corn or pulſe: for the rea- 
ſon of the thing is the ſame in both 
caſes, and, being founded in nature 
and fact, cannot ever fail. In dril- 
ling, no more plants are raiſed on 
the ſoil than it can well ſupport; and 
by dividing and breaking the ground 


they have the full advantage of all 


Its fertility, 


The plough prepares the land for 


a crop, but goes no further ; for in 
the broadcaſt huſbandry it cannot be 
uſed : but the crop receives greater 
benefit from the tillage of the land 


by the horſe-hoe, while it is grow- 


ing, than it could in the preparation. 


No care in tilling the land previous 


to ſowing can prevent weeds riſing 
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with the crop; and if theſe weed 
be not deſtroyed while wy crop i 
growing, they will greatly injure it. 
In the broadcaſt huſbandry this can- 
not be done; but in drilling the 
horſe-hoe will effect it eaſily. 

And what adds to the farmer's 
misfortune is, that the moſt perni- 
cious weeds have ſeeds winged with 
down, which are carried by the wind 
to great diſtances ; ſuch are thiſtles, 
ſowthiſtles, coltsfoot, and ſome 
others. 

If the expence of horſe-hoeing 
be objected, there are two anſwers 


which may very properly be made: 


The firſt is, that this expence is 
much leſs than that of hand-hoeing, 


were it practicable, or of hand- 
weeding. The ſecond is, that it is 
more than repaid by the quantity of 


feed ſaved by drilling; to ſay ro- 
thing of the extra quantity and good- 
_nefs of the crops, which are gene- 


rally ſelf-evident, | 
From theſe conſiderations, found. 
ed on, and juſtly drawn from, eſta- 
bliſhed facts, the comparative ad- 
vantage is ſo great in favour of the 
drill-huſbandry, that it muſt be 
ſtrikingly viſible to every unpreju- 


diced perſon. | 


I am, Gentlemen, yours, &c. 
„„ H. L. 
R——r, Feb. 16, 1783. 


Obſervations on the beft Method of re- 
ftoring worn-out Soils withaut Ma- 
nure. From the ſame. 


[From a Gaben Farmer in 
Dorſetſhire, ] 


GENTLEMEN, 
F. T7 E firſt thing neceſſary on 
| ſuch lands is, immedizte)y 
after harveſt, to tura them vp 11 
dhe 


1 
p 
) 


in 


enced huſbandman only. 


e plough as deep as poſſible. In 
— 9 this effectually, it will 
ſometimes be needful for a ſecond 
plough to tollow the firſt in the ſame 
furrow ; which will throw the mould 
over, and bury the ſtubble and 
weeds. In this cafe there will be a 
new foil uppermoit, which, being 


freſh to the air, will receive much 


greater and more laſting benefit 
from the ſun, the rain, and the froſts, 
than it otherwiſe could do, as there- 
by it will attract a greater quantity 
of the nutrition which theſe afford. 
The ſtubble and weeds being by this 


method of ploughing buried deep, 
uill much ſooner rot than when juſt 


covered. In this ſtate the ridges will 
lie high, and, if the land be wet or 
of the brick-earth kind, wall be full 
of clots or large lumps. 


| No time ſhould now be loſt by 
delaying to render this newly turned 
up ſoil as fine as harrowing can make 


it. I know in this particular my 


judgment will be called in queſtion 


by numbers. Common farmers will 
ſay, To what purpoſe is all his 


« expence and labour, when, if the 


land be ſuffered to lie in its rough 
&« ſtate through the winter, the froſt 


and the rains will do the work for 


« you?”” But this is the language 
of the ſluggard and the inexperi- 

I am convinced, by repeated ex- 
periments, cloſe obſervations, and 
plain reaſoning on kaown facts, that 


lands which are made ſi e before the 


ſharp froſt and winter rains come on, 
will receive a much greater ſhare of 
their influence than any other. 

If the land be left in a rough ſtate, 
there is ſeldom time for the rains 


and froſt to affect more than the our- 


lide of the large clods or lumps ; 
the outſide will indeed be pulveri- 
zed, but the dale of the Jumps, 
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wherever they are large, will be 
found nearly in the ſame hard ſtiff 
ſtate as when turned up by the 
plough. Hence it muſt appear to 
every one, that in this caſe the be- 
nefit of air, winter rains, and frofts, 
on lands thus left, is partial; and 
the conſequence is, that harrowing 
it in the ſpring, when theſe are 
over, is to, late for its receiving the 
benefit Which would have accrued 
from them; and the power of vege- 
tation is not ſo vigorous. e 

But to make winter fallows as fine 
as they can be in autumn, and then 
ridge them up in that pulverized 
ſtate, is acting moſt agreeable to 
nature. The greateſt poſſible quan- 
tity of ſurface is by this means ex- 


poſed to the atmoſphere; and the 


ſand is Jeſt in a ſtate wherein the 
rains and the froſt are moſt eaſily ad- 
nuiible. They will then penetrate 
and enrich the whole mais to a 
oreater depth, 9 5 
If the froſt penetrates a quantity 
of carth, formed into a large hard 
clod, partially, on account of its 


bulk ard hardneſs (which is always 


found to be the caſe) it is evident 
that the ſame clod, broken into four 
parts, would be thereby penetrated 
four times as much; or, in other 
words, four times the quantity of 


earth would be affected by it, and 


on a thaw be pulverized. For we 
find that, after the breaking up of a 
ſevere froſt, all the ſmall clods crum- 
ble eaſily into powder ; while the 
large ones are only made ſmaller 
by the crumbling off of their ſur- 
faces to a certain depth. 
By this deep ploughing which I 
have recommended, the worn-out 
foil being turned in, the ſecond 
ſtratum or freſh earth is now upper- 
moſt; and having, by being made 
as fine As it can be in autamn, been 
| | expucd 
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expoſed to the air, the rain, and the 
froſt daring winter, is thereby ſweet- 
ened and cleanſed of its impurities ; 
and thus become a new freſh ferti- 
lized earth, in the beſt poſſible ſtate 
for vigorous vegetation. 

Many farmers will probably ob- 
JzeQ to this method, on account of its 
being attended with a little extra 
expence, But I wiſh them to con- 
ſider, f,, that this expence is more 
in appearance than reality, for leſs 
labour is requifite in the ſpring; and 


ſecondly, that it will be amply repaid 


by the goodneſs of ſucceeding crops. 

About ſeven years ſince, I made a 
comparative experiment of this kind 
on a field of ten acres, the ſoil of 
which was equal as pofüble in good- 
neſs, The one half of this field I 


left after ploughing in its rough ſtate, 


the {uriace being covered c ith large 
hard clods. The other half I made 
as fine as poſſible by harrowing with 
ox-harrows, and beating in pieces 
the hardeſt and largeſt clods which 
the harrow would not break. 

In the ſpring, the part I had har- 
Towed Was much finer, without any 
additional labour, then I could ren- 
der the other (which was left in its 
rough ſtate) by repeated harrow- 
ings; for the rain and the froſt hav- 
ing not penetrated the middle of the 
large clods, they had received no 
benefit therefrom, and were as hard 


as bricks, being only leſlened in 


Roe. | | 

J fowed the whole field with bar- 
ley the laſt week in April, and threw 
nine poumds of broad clover in with 
it. On harveſting it, I kept the 
crops ſeparate: the part left rough 
produced twenty-four buſhels per 
acre ; the other thirty-one ; tae 
latter by much the fineſt ſample. 
The crop of clover next year was 
equally in favour of the method I 


Topreſerve T urnips from Froft, Fri 


am recommending, being heavier 
by near half a ton per acre. 

The extra expence on this part 
was only about eight ſhillings per 
acre ;z the extra produce yielded an 
extra profit of more than twenty 


ſhillings per acre. 


Jam, Gentlemen, yours, &c. 


A LANDHOLDER, 


k..._ a 


— — 


the ſame. 
[By a Gentleman Farmer.] 


Mr. Rack, 
F N anſwer to your enquiry, whe- 
ther we have adopted any method 
of preſerving Turnips from the froſt; 
or for feeding cattle late in the 
ſpring ; and, if fo, what thoſe me- 


thods were ? | beg leave to obſerve, 


that nothing of this kind is yet 
cone into general practice in this 
county. Wich reſpect to preſerving 
turnips from ſuch ſevere froſts as we 
had this laſt winter, eſpecially when 


there has not been ſnow enough 10 


cover them, I believe it would be 
utterly impracticable, unleſs the 
turnips were drawn previous to ſach 
froſts. 5 | | 

This woald on the whole neveran- 
ſwer the farmer'! purpoſe; 2s the 


o 4 „ 
certain trouble and expence of houl- 
ing or ſtacking them would far ex- 


ceed the advantage, even in a hard 
ſeaſon; and, in mild winters, would 
be entirely loſt. 


To preſerve them for late ſpring- 


fecd, is not ſo difficult an undertak- 


ing. Divers methods have been 


tried, and among the reſt that of 
drawing and burying them in jand; 


but this has not anſwered, for the 


following, among other, reaſons: 
Furnips area very juicy root; and 
| althougn 


8 {Ay „ 


* 


although ſand be perfectly dry when 
thrown among them, yet, when 
packed together in large heaps, they 
naturally ſweat, and communicate a 
moiſture, which, with the hot quality 
of the ſand, raiſes a ſtill greater heat; 
and as warmth and moitture are two 
qua ities which greatly promote ve— 
getation, the vegetation of theſe 
roots is the firſt thing that renders 
them uſeleſs. They will grow till 
the growing qu ly is exhauſted; 
and then, by putritying, become 
quite unfit for food, 

The beſt method of preſerving 
them that ] have heard af, and which 
has been tried with {1 
of our beſt farmers, 15, to ſtack them 


up in dry ftraw ; a Dad of which is 
ſuficient to preſerve forty tons of 


turnips, The method is eaſy, and 
as follows: 

After drawing vour turnips in Fe. 
bruary, cut off the tops and tap roots 
(which may be given to fieep) and 
let them lie a few days in the field, 
as no weather wiil then hurt them. 

Tnen, on adayer of ſtraw next 
the ground, place a layer of turnips 
two feet thick; and then another 
layer of ſtraw, and ſo on alternate- 
ly, till you have brougit the neap to 
a point. Care mutt be taken to turn 
up the edges of the layers of raw, 
to prevent the turnips from rolling 
deut; cover the top well with long 


USEFUL PROJECTS. 63 


ccels by ſlome 


ſtraw, and it will ſerve as a thatch 
for the whole. 

In this method, as the ſtraw im- 
bibes the moiſture exhaled from the 
roots, all vegetation wil! be pre- 
vented, and the turnips will be near- 
ly as good in May as when firſt 
drawn trom the feld. 
{carce, old naulm or ſtubble will 
anſwer the fame purpoſe. 

But, to prevent this trouble and 


. expenge, perhaps farmers in all coun- 


ties would fiad it moit to their in- 
tereſt to adopt the method uſed by 
our neighbours the Norfolk larmers, 
which is, to continue lowing turnips 
to the latter end of Anguſt; by which 


means their late crops remain good 


in the feta till the latter ond of 
April, and often till the middle of 


May. 


The advantages of having turnips 
good till the jpring- feed is generally 
ready, are ſo obvious and io great, 
that many of our iarmers (altzough 
ac firſt prejudiced agaidſt the prac- 
tice) are now com? into it, and find 
their account in {0 doing. 

I with rheie few higts may prove 


in any degree uiciu); and am, wiſn- 


ing 411 e ſucceſs to- the Bath 
Scciet 
Y our very humble ſervant, 
Su Ty Ik, W. p. 
March 1, 1780. 
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Extras from Obſervations on the 
Practice of Archery in England. 
In a Letter to the Rev. Mr. Nor- 
Tis, Secretary, By the Honourable: 
Daines Barrington. From Vol. 


VII. of the Archaelogia, or Mij- 


cellaneous Tratts relating to Anti- 
gquities : publiſhed by the Society of 
Antiquaries of London. 


Dea Sik, on 

As ſome of our moſt fignal vie- 
tories in former centuries 

were chiefly attributed to the Eng- 


liſh Archers, it may not be unin- 


_ tereſting to the Society if I lay 
before them what I have been able 
to glean with regard to the more 
flouriſhing ſtate of our bowmen, 
till their preſent almoſt annihila- 
tion. = 3 
This fraternity is to this day 
called the Artillery company, which 
is a French term ſignifying archery, 
as the king's bowyer is in that lan- 
guage ſtyled artillier du roy; and we 
leem to have learnt this method of 


annoying the enemy from that 
nation“, at leaſt with a croſs. | 
bow +. 

We therefore find that William 
the Conqueror had a conſiderable 
number of bowmen in his army at 
the battle of Haſtings, when no 
mention is made of ſuch troops on 
the ſide of Harold, I have upon 


this occaſion made uſe of the term 
 bowman, though I rather conceive 


that theſe Norman archers ſhot 
with the Arbaleſt (or croſs-bow) in 
which formerly the arrow was plac- 
ed in a groove; being termed in 
French a quadrel, and in Engliſh ; 
bolt 1. | = 

Though I have taken ſome pains 
to find out when the ſhooting with 
the long bow firſt began with us, 


at which exerciſe we afterwards 


became ſo expert, I profeis that 
I cannot meet with any poſitive 
proofs, and muſt therefore {tate 
ſuch grounds for conjecture as have 
occurred. a 
Our chroniclers do not mentton 


The term of butt, or mound of earth on which the marks are fixed, is like- 
wiſe French. | | ; 
+ By the late publication of Domeſday, it appears that Baliſtarius was a mol: 
common addition to Engliſh names, but I have not happened to meet with that 
of Arcitenens. See in Suffolk, Warwickſhire, Gloucetterſhire, and ſome more 
Counties. In the Bayeux tapeſtry indeed the Normans are repreſented as draw- 
ing the long bow; but it is conceived that this arras was woven many Centuries 
after the Norman invaſion, and when that weapon was uſed in France. : 
Hence the term, I have ſbot my bolt, This fort of arrow is now chiefly 
fed in Norfolk, where it is uſeiul in ſhooting rabbits, which do not take a gene- 
Fa alarm, as upon firing a gun. | | : 3 2 | 
Fitz-Stevens, who wrote in the reign of Henry the Second, ſays, that the Lon- 
don ſkaters moved faſter than telum baliſte; which ſeems to prove that the croſs· 
dow was moſt commonly uſed at that me. 1 
| i 
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the uſe of archery, as expreſsly ap- 

lied to the croſs or long- bow, 
til the death of Richard the Firſt, 
who was killed by an arrow at the 
ſege of Limoges in Guienne, which 
Hemmingford mentions to have iſ- 
ſued from a croſs-bow *. Joinville 
likewiſe (in his life of St. Lewis) 
always ſpeaks of the chriſtian ba/:/- 
tart, | . 

After this death of Richard the 
Firit in 1199, I have not happened 
to tumble upon any paſlages al- 
lvding to archery for nearly one 
hundred and fifty years ; when an 
order was iſſued by Edward the 
Third, in the fifteenth year of his 


reign , to the ſherives of molt of 


the Engliſh counties for providing 
hve hundred hitte bows, and five 
hundred bundles f of arrows, for 


the then intended war apainſt 


France. EE 
Similar orders are repeated in the 


tollowing years; with this differ- 


ence only, that the ſheriff of Glou- 


ceſterſnire is directed to turniſh five 


hundred painted bows, as well as 
the ſame number of white 5. 


The famous battle of Creſſey was 
fought four years afterwards, in 
which our chroniclers ftate that we 
had two thouſand archers, who were 
oppoſed to about the ſame number 
of the French; tog 
cumſtance, which ſeems to prove 
that by this time we uſed the long- 
bow, whilſt the French archers ſhot 
with the arbaleſt. | 

Previous to this engagement fell 
a very heavy rain, which is ſaid to 


have much damaged the bows of the 
French, or perhaps rather the ſtrings 


0 
of them. Now our long-bow (when 
unſtrung) may be moſt conveniently 
covered, fo as to prevent the rain's 


injuring it, nor is there ſcarcely any 
addition to the weight from ſuch a 


caſe; whereas the arbaleſt is of a 


moſt inconvenient form to be ſhel- 


tered from the weather. 


As therefore, in the year 1342, 


orders iſſued to the ſherives of each 


county to provide five hundred bows, 


with a proper proportion of ar- 
rows, I cannot but 1nfer that theſis 
were long-bows, and not the arba- 


left, 


Du Cange cites Guiaſt, an ancient French poet, for the ſame fact; and Vine» 


ſuf mentions that this king 


g killed many Turks with his own crois-how, 1 


! 
j 
1 
| 
= 
1 


gether with a cir- - 


. 11, It is not from theſe facts preſumed that neither Englith or French ever 

uſed any ſort of long-bow at this period, but only that it did not prevail ſo 
much as to train the archers in companies, in the manner that the Arbaleſters 

were "diſciplined, It is not ſtated from what bow the arrow iſſued which killed 

lar Rufus.—In Shakeſpear's time deer were killed by the croſs-bow. See 
I. a 5 


T A. D. 1341. See Rymer.— Before this, Froiſſart mentions four thouſand 


Enplih archers in 1327, and two thouſand at the battle of Cayent in 1337. 


1 Garbas, which Du Cange ſhews to have conſiſted, at a medium, of twenty=-: 
ur arrows, By another order (in Rymer) it appears that the evhzte bows were 


lx-pence cheaper than the painted ones. | 3 | 
The painted bows were conſidered, probably, as ſmarter by this military corps, 
and poſſibly this covering might contribute to duration alſo. As for the white 


Ws, it ſhould ſeem that they were not made cf yew, which is rather of a reddiſh- 


own, nor could the ſheriff well have found a ſufficient quantity of this material in 
5 county, We find indeed, by ſublequent ſtatutes, that yew was imported for 


lis purpoſe at a very high price. For theſe orders to the ſherives ice Rymer, 


P. 1343 and 1343. 


Vor. XXVII. 3 | We 
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We are ſtill in the dark indeed 
when the former weapon was firſt 
introduced by our anceſtors; but I 
will venture to ſhoot my bolt in this 
obſcurity, whether it may be well 
directed cr not, as poſlibly it may 
produce a better ' conjecture from 
others. | 

Edward the Firſt is known to have 
ſerved in the holy wars, where he 
muſt have ſeen the effect of archery 
from a long-bow * to be much ſu- 
perior to that of the arbaleſt ; in the 
uſe of which the Italian ſtates, and 
particularly the Genoeſe, had always 
been diſtinguiſhed +. 


This circumſtance would appear 


to me very deciſive, that we owe 


the introduction of the long-bow to 


this king t, was it not to be ob- 
ſerved, that the bows of the Aſia- 
tics (though differing totally from 
the arbaleſt) were yet rather unlike 
to our long- bows in point of 
form 8. | Oe 
his objection therefore muſt be 
admitted; but ſtill poſſibly, as the 


Aſiatic bows were more powerful 


than the arbaleſt, ſome of our Eng- 
liſh cruſaders might have ſubſtituted 
our long-bows in the room of the 
Aſiatic ones, in the ſame manner 
that improvements are frequently 
made in our preſent aitillery, We 
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might conſequently, before the bat. 
tle of Creſſey, have had ſuch a ſuf. 
ficient number of troops trained to 
the long-bow as to be deciſive 
in our favour, as they were af. 
terwards at Poictiers and Apin- 
court |}. | | 

The battle of Poiftiers was fought 
A. D. 1356, four years after which 
a peace took place between England 
and France. 

When treaties are concluded, it 
generally happens that both nations 
are heartily tired of the war, and 
they commonly are apt to ſuppoſe 
that no freſh rupture will happen 
for a conſiderable time ; whence 
follows the diſuſe of military exer- 


ciſes, eſpecially in troops which 


were immediately diſbanded upon 
the ceſſation of hoſtilities, and 
the officers of which had no half- 
pay. | 

We find, accordivgly, that in the 


year 1363 Edward the Third was 


obliged to iſſue an order forbidding 
many rural ſports J, and enjoining 
the uſe of archery ; which, evenin 
the ſpace of four years, had begun 
to be neglected: this order was 
again repeated in 1365. 
The Black Prince died in 1373, 
and Edward ſurvived him but tour 


years; we cannot therefore expel 


It appears by Procopius that the Perſians uſed a bow which was drawn in 
the ſame manaer that is uſed by our archers ; © exxera; Te avroig wage To jreruni 
» Veupay Tap aLTO MANTTH T wTwY, To Set, L. 1. | 


In 1373 a French ordonance makes mention of Genoeſe arbaleſtiers, as being 


in their ſervice. 


{ I hope to have proved, in the firſt volume of the Archaeologia, that the mag. 
nificent caſtles built by Edward the Firſt were ſimilar to thoſe of the Holy 


Land. 


$ Our long-bow alſo differs materially from Diana's or Cupid's bow, 38 vel 
as from thoſe of the Daci on the Trajan and Antonine columns. It is likevil 
called, in ſeveral ancient ſtatutes, ie Æugliſb bow, | 
In both theſe battles the arch of England deſtroyed the French cavalry; 
in the latter are faid to have drawn arrows a yard long. 


q As „ jactus lapidum, lignorum, ferri, pilam manualem, pedivam, 6 bacu- 


larem, canibucam, et gallorum pugnam,” —Sec Rymer, A. D. 1363. 
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any further regulations for promot- 
ing archery, after the laſt order 
which I have ſtated, and which 
ifued in 1363. During the fix 
firſt years of this interval, the 
Prince of Wales was in foreign 
parts, and the whole ten were the 
dregs of Edward's life. ; 

Richard the Second, who ſuc- 
ceeded, is well known to have little 
attended to the cares of govern- 
ment; in the fifteenth year, howe- 
ver, of his reign (A. D. 1392), he 
iſued an order, directing all the 
ſervants of his houſehold never to 


travel without bows and arrows, and 


to take every opportunity of uſing 
this exerciſe * ; which injunction 
ſeems to prove, that it had, during 


the greater part of his reign, been 


much neglected. 
Henry the Fourth, though of a 
more warlike diſpoſition, ſeems to 


have done little more for the en- 


couragement of archery than his 
predeceſſor ; as the only ſtatute of 


his reign which relates to this head, 


goes no further than obliging the 
arowſmiths to point their arrows 
better than they had hitherto done. 
| The wars during his reign were 
ndeed confined to this country ; but 
the uſe of archers ſeems to have 
been well known, as the duke of 


67 
Exeter, at the beginning of his 
rebellion, entertained a conſidera- 
ble band of them +. Fourſcore 
archers are ſaid alſo to have contri- 
buted greatly to a victory of this 
ſame king over a large body of re- 
bels at Cirenceſter, ſome of which 
ſeem to have been of an Amazonian 
diſpoſition ; as his majeſty attributes 
this ſucceſs to the good women, as 
well as men, of this town; and for 
theſe their ſervices grants them an- 
nually fix bucks and a hogſhead of 


wine J. 


I do not find any act of parlia- 
ment of Henry the Fifth in relation 
to this exerciſe; and all the orders 
in Rymer, till the battle of Agin- 


court, relate to great guns, from 


which he ſeems at firſt to have ex- 
pected more conſiderable advan- 
tage than from the training of bow- 
men |]. | | | | 8 
It ſhould ſeem, however, that 
this ſort of artillery, from its un- 


wieldineſs, bad and narrow roads, 


together with other defects, was as 
yet but of little uſe in military ope- 
rations. In the year 1417 this king 
therefore aſcribes his victory at 
Agincourt to the archers; and di- 
rects the ſherives of many counties 
to pluck from every gooſe & ſix wing 
feathers, for the purpoſe of improv= 


* See Rymer's Fad. A. D. x1392.—In the twelfth year indeed of this king's - 
gn, an act paſſed to oblige ſervants to ſhoot with bows and arrows on holi- 
days and Sundays.—See Raſtell's Statutes. _ 5 | 

By the 6 Hen. VIII. c. z. all male ſervants muſt provide themſelves with one 
o, and four arrows; which their maiter is to pay for, by ſtopping it out of 


lteir wages, 


11 dee Grafton, who informs us alſo that the Prince of Wales was wounded in 


See Rymer's Fœd. A. D. 1400. 


ice by an arrow at the battle of Shrewtbury. 


. dee an order, „De equis pro cariagio gunnorum regis capiendis“ “ Pro 
berationibus ingeniorum,” et De non tranimittendo gunpoudre verſus partes 


uteras, A. D. 1 413. 


| © Preter aucas brodoges, which poſſibly means gecſe that were ſitting or 
g care of their goſlings; we now lay brooding. 


F 2 


ing 


68 
ing arrows * ; which are to be paid 
for by the king +. | 
A ſimilar order again iſſues to the 
ſherives in the following year, viz. 
1418. | 

In 1421, though the French had 
been defeated both at Creſſey, 
Poictiers, and Agincourt by the 
Engliſh archers, vet they ſtill con- 
tinued the uſe of the croſs- bow; for 
which reaſon Henry the Fifth, as 
duke of Normandy, confirms the 
charters and privileges of the ba- 
liſtarii, which had been long elta- 
bliſhed as a fraternity in his city of 
Rouen . | | 

During the long reign of Henry 
the Sixth, I do not meet with any 
ſtatute or proclamation concerning 
archery; which may be well ac- 


counted for whilit this king was 


under age, or the weakneſs of mind 
which enſued, as far at leaſt as re- 
lates to his perſonal interference in 
this matter: but it is rather extra- 
ordinary that his uncles ſhould not 
he ve enjoined this exerciſe, as they 
vere io long engaged in wars with 
France; the loſs of which kingdom 
may be perhaps attributed to this 
neglect, 
It was neceſſary for Edward the 
Fourth, who ſucceeded, to be pre- 


pared againſt the Lancaſtrians; and 
yet we find much earlier ſtatutes for 


* 4 Magis congruas et competentes 
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the promotion of archery in Ire. 
land F than in England, which 
was more likely to become the ſcene 
of civil war. 

In the fifth year, therefore, of 
his reign, an act palled, that every 
Englihman, and Iriſhman dwelling 
with Engliſhmen, ſhall have an 
Englith bow of his own height, 
which is directed to be made of 
yew, wych, hazel, aſh, or ay. 
burne |, or any other rea/mabr 
tree, according to their power, 
The next chapter alſo directs that 
butts ſhall be made in every town- 
ſhip, which the inhabitants are ob- 
liged to ſhoot up and down every 
feaſt day, under the penalty of a 


haifpenny when they ſhall omi 


this exerciſe g. 
In the fourteenth year however of 
this ſame king, it appears, by Ry- 


mer's Fadera, that one thouſand 


archers were to be ſent to the duke 
of Burgundy, whoſe pay 1s ſettled 
at ſix-pence a day; which is more 
than acommon ſoldier receives clear 
in the preſent times, when prori. 
lions are ſo much dearer, and the 
value of money is ſo much decreal- 
ed. This circumſtance ſeems to 
prove very ſtrongly, the great 
eſtimation in which archers were 
ſtill held. In the ſame year, Ed- 
ward, preparing for a war witl 


7 


+ Jam told by an arrow- maker, that theſe ſx feathers ſhould conſiſt of e 


ſecond, third, and fourth of each wing. 


It is to be obſerved, that his majeſty wis 


not very munificent in paying for theſe feathers, as in the vear 1417 there was lite 
or no demand for pens, to which uſe at preſent they are almoſt ſolely applied, 


See Rymer's Feed. A. D. 1417. 
t See Rymer's Fœdera. 


& The Engliſh ſtatutes of Edward IV. to this purpoſe are thoſe of the ſeren⸗ 
te-nth, ch. 3, and twenty-ſecond, ch. 4, of the fame king; in the preamble to the 
firt of which it is ſaid, «that the defence of this land was much by archers j 
and in the fecon'1, © that victorious ats have been accompliſned by archers. 


Aller probably, 


See the collestion of Iriſh ſtatutes, Dublin, 1723. 


France, 


ce; 


4 
| * 
N ol 
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France, directs the ſherives to pro- 
cure bows and arrows, “as molt 
ſpecially requilite and neceſfary“.“ 
As bows and arrows were !10w- 
ever finally diſuſed by the introduc- 
tion of fire-arms, 1t becomes ne- 
eſſary, in this inveſtigation, to 
take ſome ſhort notice of what may 
relate to ordnance, or muſquetry ; 
and that Edward ſoon afterwards 
directs all workmen who might be 
uſeful for artillery (as we ſhould 
now term it) to be preferred +. On 
the war taking place with Scotland, 
eight yeais after this, | 
provides both ordnance and archers; 
ſo that, though the uſe of artillery 
was now gaining ground, yet that 
of the bow and arrow was not n2g- 
lected. „% or, | 
The ſucceeding reign of Richard 
the Third opens with a fimilar ſta— 


tute to that of Edward the Fourth; 


but directs that all Venetian ſhips | 
ſhall, with every butt of Malmſey 
or Tyre d, import ten bowſtaves; 
as the price had riſen from forty 
ſullings to eight pounds a hundred. 

By this attention to archery, he 


dee Rymer. 


Edward 


was able to ſend one thouſand bow 
men to the duke of Bretagne in 
the year following ||; and availed 
himſelf of the fame troops at the 
battle of Boſworth H. | 

J do not fiad a ſingle order of 
Henry VII. (in Rymer's Fœdera) 
relative to gunpowder or artillery; 
wh lit, on ine other hand, in 1488 
he directs a large levy of archers 
to be ſent to Britanny, and that 
they ſhall be reviewed before they 
embark. In the nineteenth year of 


his reign, this ſame king ** for- 


bids the ute of the croſs-bow, be- 
cauſe ** the long-bow had been 
« much uſed in this realm, where- 


„ by honour and victory had been 


« gotten againſt outward enemies, 


<« the realm greatly defended, and 


© much more the dread of all 
„ Chriſtian princes by reaſon of 
«© the lame ++. | 
During the long reign of Henry 
the Eighth, no royal order iſſued 
which relates to archery; but 
there are ſeveral ſtatutes which 
ſtate the neceſſity of reviving this 


martial exercite ff. Edward the 


+ Ibid. 


As alſo from other neighbouring ports of the Mediterranean. It is believed 


that there is a conſiderable quantity of yew to be procured in Daimatia, which lies 
on the eaſtern fide of the Adriatic, and almott oppoſite to Venice. We were 
obliged to import foreign yew, as I do not recollect to have ſeen this tree in any 
part of England, with the appearance of its being indigenous. | 

} Theſe wines came chictly from Crete, which at this time belonged to the 
Venetians. Sec 7 Hen. VII. c. 7. | | 

| See Rymer's Fd. 55 | 

Arrows were found on this field of battle not many years ſince, a 

Henry VII. is drawn as thooting at butts, —Strat, Vol. II. 

if See Raſtell's Sratutes, 19 Hen. VII. c. 4. | 1 

It Viz, 3 Hen. VIII. c. 4. which directs that every father ſhould provide a bow 
and two arrows for his fon, when he ſhall be ſeven years old.—6 Hen, VIII. 
c. z. by which every one (except the clergy an judges) are obliged to ſhoot 
at hutts.—6 Hen. VIII. c. 13. chiefly levelled againſt the vie of croſs-bows.— 
25 Hen, VIII. c. 17. which inflicts a penalty of ten pounds if a croſs · bow 
8 ound in the houſe.— 33 Hen. VIII. c. 9. which recites the great price of 
few bows {made of Elke (*) yew], and reduces it to three {hillings and tour- 
pence, 
a | rather conceive that this ſhould be Elbe, as 3 Eliz. c. 14. mentions bow ſtaves to 
be imported from the Hanſe towns. = RE 

Sixth 


5 


70 ANNUAL R 


bow #. 

In the reign of Philip and Mary, 
the ſtaiutes of Henry the Eighth 
for the promotion of archery are 
much commended, with directions 
to en force them +. 

The 8 Eliz. c. 10. regulates the 
price of bows ; and the 13 Eliz. 
c. 14. enacts that bow ſtaves ſhall 


be brought into the realm from the 


Hanſe towns and the eaſtward; ſo 
that archery ſtill continued to be 
an object of attention in the legiſ- 
lature. . | 

I find neither ſtatute nor procla- 


mation of James the firſt on this 


head; but it appears by Dr. Birch's 
life of his ſon (prince Henry) 


that at eight years of age he learn- 


ed to ſhoot both with the bow and 
gun; whilſt at the ſame time this 
prince had in his eftabliſhment 
an officer who was ſtyled bow- 
o 

To the beſt of my recollection 
alſo, though I cannot at preſent 
refer to my authority, this king 
granted a ſecond charter to the Ar- 
tillery Company, by which the 
Powers they had received from 
Henry the Eighth were conſidera- 
bly entendedt. 

Charles the Firſt ſeems, from 
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Sixth uſed to ſhoot himſelf with a 


fields near London being ſo in. 
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the dedication of a treatiſe inti. 
tled “ The Bowman's Glory.” v 


have been himſelf an archert, 


and in the eighth year of his reign 
he iſſued a commiſſion to the Chan. 


cellor, Lord Mayor, and ſeveral of 


the privy council, to prevent the 


cloſed & as ** to interrupt the ne. 
«« ceſlary and profitable exerciſe of 
«© ſhooting ;”? as alſo to lower the 
mounds, where they prevented the 
view from one mark to ano. 
ther. DE 

The ſame commiſſion direQs that 
bridges ſhould be thrown over the 
dikes, and that all ſhooting marks 
which had been removed ſhould 
be reſtored ||. 1 

Charles the Firſt likewiſe iſſued 
two proclamations for the promo- 
tion of archery, the laſt of which 
recommends the uſe of the boy 
and pike together C. 

Catherine of Portugal (queen to 
Charles the Second) ſeems to haue 
been much pleaſed with the fight 
at leaſt of this exerciſe ; for in 
1676, by the contributions of Si 
Edward Hungerford and others, 
filver badge be the marſhal of the 
fraternity was made, weighing 
twenty-five ounces, and repreſent- 
ing an archer drawing the long: 


* See his own MS. Journal in the Britiſh Muſeum. 
+ See 4 and 5 Ph. and M. c. 2. Raſtell. | 
I It hath been before obſerved that his elder brother prince Henry was fo.—vt 


alſo Baker's Chronicle. 


„In the fifth year of Henry the Eighth, ſuch incloſures 
inſurrection of the archers. - See Grafton's Chronicle. | 
I Under theſe laſt clauſes, a cow-keeper named Pitfield was, ſo late as 1746, 
obliged to renew one of theſe marks, on which the Artillery Company cut the 
following inlcription, viz. Pitfield's Repentance. I am informed alſo that Mr. 
Scott (the great brick-maker) hath been under the neceſſity of making bs 
ſubmiſſion.—I mean to annex a plan of theſe ſhooting marks in the Finſbury 


Fields. 


q Sce Rymer's Fœdera, 1 the years 1631 and 16 
grants the office of bow- bearer in Sherwood foreſt. 


were levelled by at 


33. In the latter, Charles 
bo 


mas was os 33 


bow (in the proper manner) to bis 
ear, with the following inſcription : 
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ſerving. Charles the Second was 
preſent upon this occaſion, but the 


i; Bi Regine Catharine Sagittarii, The day being rainy, he was obliged 
$1 ſupporters are two bow-men, with ſoon to leave the field. 

= the arms of England and Portu- I do not find any thing relative 
A gal, F do the ſtate of archery during the 
Ws In 1682 there was a moſt magni- ſhort reign of James the Second; 
” ficent cavalcade and entertainment but it continued after this to be 
py given by the Finſbury archers*, uſed for a manly exerciſe, as ap- 
N when they beſtowed the titles of pears by the following epitaph 
he duke of Shoreditch, marquis of on the ſouth ſide of Clerkenwell 


Ulington, &c. upon the moſt de- 


Church, which is ſtill very legible. 


Sir William Wood lies very near this ſtone, 
In 's time ef archery excell'd by none; 
Few were his equals, and this noble art 
Hath ſuffer'd now in the moſt tender part. 
Long did he live the honour of the bow, 
And his long life to that alone did owe; 
But how can art ſecure, or what can ſave, 
Extreme old age from an appointed grave ? 
Surviving archers much his loſs lament, 
| And in reſpe& beſtow'd this monument, 
Where whiftling arrows + did his worth proclaim, 
And eternize his memory and name. [2 
Fe OY Rs Obiit Sept. 4. A. D. 1691. æt. 82. 


There 1s a very good portrait of 
this famous archer, belonging to 


the Artillery Company, at a pub- 


lic-houſe which looks into the Ar- 

tillery ground. 17 
Archery however did not entire- 

ly die with Sir William Wood ; 


| for in 1696 a widow (named Mrs. 
Elizabeth Shakerley $) left by her 


will thirty-five pounds, to be diſ- 
tnbuted in prizes to this fraternity. 


Poſſibly ſhe had attended the Finſ- 
bury archers, from the ſame curi- 
oſity which Ovid aſcribes to Pene- 
lope. 

In the ſucceeding reign of queen 
Anne, I have been informed by 
general Oglethorpe, that, together 
with the duke of Rutland, and ſe- 
veral others of conſiderable rank, he 
uſed frequently to ſhoot in the neigh- 
bourhood of London, I do not pre- 


* See the Art of Archery, by Gervas Markham. 1634. 1mſo. 

I Theſe arrows are ſtill ſometimes uſed, the horn work being hollow, as 
Alo filled with holes: the air paſſing through theſe arrows, makes a whiſtling 
both in the aſcent and deſcent. They are ſuppoſed to have been uſed by the 
* guards, to give notice to the camp of the enemy's approach during the 
night. | | Ce 
4 The Blue Anchor, Bunhill Row. 

See Ms. penes the Artillery Company. 
i Penelope juvenum vires tentabat in arcu, 
ut latus argueret corneus arcus erat. 


F 4 ſume 


2 : wp * 5 
* * 
. 


ſume to gueſs the General's age; 
but he muſt be advanced in years, 
as he was aid- de- camp to prince Eu- 
gene of Savoy; and ſtill continues 
to handle his bow in ſuch a manner, 
that there is little doubt but that he 
would diſtinguiſh bimſelf in this 
manly exerciſe. 

] do not find in the archives of the 
company any memoranda of conſe- 
quence during the reign of George 
the Firſt; but, till the year 1753, 
targets were erected in the Finſbury 
Fields, during the Eaſter and Whit- 
ſun holidays, when the belt ſhooter 
. was ſtyled captain for the enſuing 

year ; and the ſecond, lieutenant, 
Of theſe there are only two now 
ſurviving, viz. Mr. Benjamin Poole 


and Mr. Philip Conſtable, who have 


frequently obtained theſe titles. The. 
former of theſe is now rather aged 
and infirm; but the latter hath been 


ſo obliging as to ſhew me molt of 


their marks in the Finſbury Fields. 


as well as to communicate ſeveral 


anecdotes and obſervations relative 
to archery. 
Though we hear of arrows at 
Cheviot Chaſe which were a yard 
long, yet it is by no means to be 
ſuppoſed that the whole band made 
uſe of ſuch, or could draw them to 
the head, Fs, 
The regulation of the Iriſh ſta- 
tute of Edward the Fourth, viz. 


that the bow ſhall not exceed the height 


of the man, is allowed by archers to 
ave been well conſidered; and as 
the arrow ſhould be half the length 

of the bow, this would give an ar- 
row of a yard in length to thoſe only 
who were fix feet high. A ſtrong 
man of this ſize, in the preſent times, 
cannot eafily draw above twenty- 
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ed the ſame amputation, it muſt be 


nn 8 n P 
, * 

* 

n : 


four inches, if the bow is of a pro. 
per ſtrength to do execution at a 
conſiderable diſtance. At the ſame 
time it mult be admitted, that, az 


our anceſtors were obliged by ſome for 
of the old ſtatutes to begin ſhooting = arcl 
with the long-bow at the age of ſe. that 
ven, they might have acquired a two 
greater ſlight in this exerciſe than acc 
their deſcendants, though the latter con 
ſhould be allowed to be of equal ing 
ſtrength. 0 of 

As the ſhooting with the long- by 
bow was firſt introduced in England, fru 


and practiſed almoſt excluſively for 
nearly two centuries, ſo it hath oc- 
caſioned a peculiar method of draw. 
ing the arrow to the car, and not to 
the breaſt. | | 


That this 18 contrary to the uſage 
of the ancients“ is very clear from 
their relzefs, and from the tradition 
of the Amazons cutting off one of 
their paps, as it occaſioned an im- 
pediment to their ſhooting +. 

As for Diana's not having ſuffer- 


remembered that ſhe was not only 
a goddeſs, but moſt active huntreſs, 
and profeſſed the moſt perfect chal- 
tity; ſhe therefore could not be 
ſuppoſed to have been impeded by 
ſuch an obſtable to archery as Fun 
or Ceres. | . 
T be Finſbury archer is therefore 
repreſented in this attitude, of draw - 
ing to the ear, both in The Bow- 
man's Glory, as alſo in the filver | 
badge given by Catherine (queen | 
of Charles the Second) to the Ar- 
tillery Company. „ 
Several years ago there was à 
man named Topham, who exhibit- 


ed moſt ſurpriſing feats of ſtrength, 


and who happened to be at a public- 


9 Nevgny pag e Set, rog w dt ngo. Hom 


+ Unum execta latus pugnæ pharetrata Camilla. 


VIS. 


| ' houle 


houſe near Iſlington, to which the 
Finſbury archers reſorted after their 
exerciſe. Topham conſidered the 
long-bow as a play: thing, only fit 
for a child; upon which one of the 
archers laid him a bowl of punch, 


that he could not draw the arrow 


two-thirds of its length. Topham 


confidence of winning; but bring- 
ing the arrow to his breaſt, inſtead 
of his ear, he was greatly mortified 
by paying the wager, after many 
fruitleſs efforts. 8 

As to the diſtance to which an ar- 
tow can be ſhot from a long-bow, 


with the beſt elevation of forty-five 


degrees, thatmuſt neceſſarily depend 
much both upon the ſtrength and 


ſlight of the archer; but as the 
longeſt diſtance 1 can find in the 


annexed plans is eleven ſcore and 


ſeven yards“, I conclude that 


ſuch length is not often exceed- 
ed f. | | 


There is indeed a tradition that 


an attorney of Wigan in Lancaſhire 
(named Leigh) ſhot a mile 1n three 
flights; but the ſame tradition ſtates, 
that he placed himſelf in a very 


particular attitude, which cannot 
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be uſed commonly in this exer- 


ciſet. | 
The archers conſider an arrow of 
an ounce weight {to be the beſt for 


flight, or hitting a mark at a conſi- 


derable diſtance; and that aſp alſo 
is the beſt material of which they 


can be made. 
accepted this bet with the greateſt _ 


As to the feathers, that of a gooſe 


is preferred: it is alſo wiſhed, that 


the bird ſhonld be two or three years 
old, and that the feather may drop of 
itſelf ||. ; 

And here it may not perhaps be 
1mproper to explain the grey goo/e 


wing in the ballad of Cheviot 


Chaſe. . | 
T'wo out of the three feathers in 


an arrow are commonly white, be- 


ing plucked from the gander; but 
the third 15 generally brown or grey, 
being taken from the gooſe; and 
from this difference in point of co- 
lour informs the archer when the ar- 
row 1s properly placed. From this 
molt diſtinguiſhed part therefore the 
whole arrow ſometimes receives its 
name. 5 


Though archery continued to be 


encouraged by the king and legiſ- 
lature for more than two centuries 


* Viz. from the mark of Lambeth to that of W:tminſter Hall. 


T © He'll clap you in the clout at elde ſcore.” 


Shakeſpear.— This, how= 


ever, ſeems to be mentioned as an extraordinary feat. „ 
It muſt be admitted, however, that by 33 Henry VIII. no one aged twenty- 
four is to ſlioot at any mark under eleven ſcore. | 


He is ſuppoſed to have ſat on a ſtool, the middle of his bow being faſtened 


to one of his feet; to have elevated that foot forty-five degrees, and drawn the 


ſtring of a ſtrong bow with both bis hands. 


They generally ſpeak indeed of an arrow's weighing ſo many ſhillings, 


Edward the 


rom the geeſe in every county. His majeſty, however, wanted theſe upon the ſpur 
of an occafion, and could not wait till the feathers dropped, 

Aſcham, in his Toxophilus, breaks out into the following panegyric on a gooſe, 
becauſe this bird ſupplies feathers for arrows : | | Is 
How well does ſhe make a man fare at his table, how eaſily does ſhe make a 
* man lie down in his bed, how fit even as her feathers be for ſhcoting, ſo be 


- 


her quils only fit for writing.“ 


Julius Scaliger hath alſo given us © Laudes Anſeris.“ 


after 


hird indeed directed the ſherives to pluck the proper feathers 
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after the firſt knowledge of the ef- Upon another occaſion Henry ang 
fects of gunpowder, yet, by the latter the queen were met by two hundred 
end of the reign. of Henry the archers on Shooter's Hill, which 
Eighth, it ſeems to have been part- probably took its name from their 
ly conſidered as a paſtime *. _ aſſembling near it to ſhoot at 
Arthur, the elder brother of Hen- marks. „„ | 
ry, is ſaid to have been fond of this This king likewiſe gave the ff 
exerciſe; in ſo much, that a good charter to the Artillery Company, in 
ſhooter was ſtyled prince arthur T. the twenty-ninth year of his reign, 
We are alſo informed ii that he by which they are permitted to wear 
pitched his tent at Mile End, in dreſſes of any colour except purple 
order to be preſent at this recrea- and ſcarlet © ; to ſhoot not only at 
tion; and that Henry his brother marks, but birds ““, if not pheaſants 
alſo attended. - or herons, and within two miles of 
When the latter afterwards be- the royal palaces. They are alſo 
came king, he gave a prize at enjoined by the ſame charter not to 
Windſor to thoſe who ſhould excel in wear furs of a greater price than thoſe 


this exerciſe; and a capital ſhot of the martin. The moſt material 


having been made, Henry ſaid to privilege however is, that of indem- 
Barlow (one of his guards) “ if you nification from murder, if any per- 
„ {till win, you ſhall be duke over ſon paſſing between the ſhooter and 
& all archers.” Barlow therefore the mark is killed, provided the 
having ſucceeded, and living in archers have firſt called out pA s f. 
Shoreditch, was created duke there- As it appears, by what hath been 
of]. % EL ſtated, that both Henry the Eighth 


Lord Herbert obſerves, that in 1544 Henry the Eighth had himſelf invented 
ſmall pieces of artillery to defend his waggons; as alſo that he took an account 
of all the ordnance then in the tower, and ſent much of it to Tilbury, Graveſend, 
Dover, and Portſmouth, 'That he availed himſelf of the artillery deſtined for the 
laſt of theſe places, appears by an engraving lately publiſhed by the Society. 
7 See Stowe, | 55 e | 

4 Bowman's Glory. 5 „ 
Fun the time of Charles the Firſt, the gunners ſtyled thoſe who contended for 
the uſe of archery king Harry's captains, See the Liſt of Archery, by Gervas 
Markham. 1634. 12mo. | | 5 „ 

I This title, together with that of marquis of Iſlington, earl of Pancridge, &c. 
were kept up even ſo late as 1683 ; theſe being all villages in the neighbourhood of 
the Finſbury Fields, | 1 | 

¶ Many ſtatutes of this reign reſtrain expence and colours of the dreſs. 

* Though we hear that Indians ſhoot both birds and beaſts, it is believed that 
this is effected by the archers ſtealing very near to them. Nor are animals ſo ſhy 
of man in an American wilderneſs, as they are in countries better inhabited. In 
the Falkland Iflands therefore, when firſt ſettled by the Engliſh, the birds ſuffered 
themſelves to be knocked down with ſticks. De Pages alſo informs us, that the 
birds between Surat and Bombay do not avoid man, becauſe the country is peo» 
| pled by Hindoos, who never moleſt them. A horſe or cow is larger, and there- 

Fire would probahly be more formidable to the feathered creation, did not they 
ſoon experience that they are liable to more attacks from man. | 

++ Poſſibly an abbreviation of fand fat. It appears that Dr, John Rainolds 
was nearly killed by ſuch an accident. See Holland's Herologia, part 11. p. * F 
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and his queen ſometimes attended 


the archers when they were ſhooting 
at marks, it is not at all extraordi- 
nary that their dreſſes began to be 
expenſive, and that they ſtudied 
much the gracefulneſs of the atti- 
tude. 

Aſcham therefore, who wrote his 
Toxophilas at the end of this reign, 
hath ſeveral chapters on this head ; 
in which he begins by ridiculing 
the aukwardneſs of ſome archers in 
this reſpect, as in the following ci- 
tation: | 
c Another coureth downe, and 


« ]zyeth out his buttocks, as though 


&« he ſhould foot at crowes *. 
Which laſt part moreover ex- 
plains a paſſage in Shakeſpear's 
King Lear, Act IV. 1c. 6. 
«© That fellow handles his bow 
« like a crowkeeper.” “ 
From the words above quoted, it 


is to be inferred, that, when gun- 
powder was yet very dear, fields 


were kept from crows by unſkilful 
archers, who had no grace in their 
attitudes, and were therefore ſpoken 


of by the expert with the greateſt 
contempt ; ſo that fo foot [ike a 
_ crowkeeper had become proverbial. 


Aſcham mentions another parti- 


cular with regard to archery in his 
time, which is, that (as it common- 


ly happens in other paſtimes) the 
bets at theſe ſhooting matches be- 
gan to be conſiderable. | 


I ſhall conclude this eſſay by 
mentioning, that the long-bow con- 


tinues to be uſed as a manly exerciſe 
by the inhabitants of Geneva, and 
in many parts of Flanders; nor is 
it totally neglected W e Britain, 


Toxophilus 3 . 
＋ This county had * 


particularly Lancaſhire +, and Lon- 
don, where a ſociety (of which our 
worthy member Sir Aſhton Lever 
is the preſident) frequently uſe this 
manly recreation. 8 
I take the liberty alſo of preſent- 
ing, for the peruſal of the ſociety, 
a MS. treatile on the ſame ſubject, 
addreſſed to Sir Aſhton Lever, 
which, though compiled by a ſadler 
at Mancheſter, contains ſome par- 
ticulars which may deſerve atten- 
tion ; as likewiſe drawings of the 
different ſorts of arrows, which 
muſt always exceed mere verbal 
deſcriptions. 8 
Believe me, dear Sir, 
Your moſt faithful 
humble ſervant, 


DAINES BARRINGTON. 


p. S. Upon looking orer more 


carefully the plan of the archers 


marks, I find a greater diſtance than 


from Lambeth to Weſtminſter-Hall 


(ſee a former note) viz. from Turks 
Whale to Abſoly, being thirteen ſcore 
and five yards. | 


— 


4 | 
Some Account of the Burial-places of 
the ancient Tartars : in a Letter to 
the Rev. John Glen King, D. D. 
by the Rev. William Tooke, F. R. S. 
Chaplain to the Engliſh Factory at 

St. Peterſburg. From the /ame. 


Dear Sin, 
IN compliance with your requeſt, 
1 to communicate to you what I 
can find concerning the old ſepul- 
chres ſeen in the ſouthern parts of 


Ruſſia and in Siberia, I ſend you 


been famous for this exerciſe, as appears by the follow< i 


ing line to be found ſome where in Leland's Collectanea. 


e Lancaſheere faire archers.” 


ſome 


* 


ſome reaſons which render it proba- 
ble that they are all the work of 
one and the ſame nation, however 
Oppoſite a judgment thoſe may paſs 
who have beſtowed on them only a 
cCurſory attention. Every thing that 
relates to the cuſtoms of the various 


quiſitive mind. The repoſitories of 
the dead have in all apes been ob- 
jects of regard; at firſt as honour- 
able teſtimonies of human ſenti- 
ment; and in aftertimes as a ground 
of inveſtigation into the manners 
and opinions of men. There is no 
nation ſo ſavage but has a reverence 
for military proweſs, or beneficent 
diſpoſitions for the man that is vir- 


tuous or heroic. Ideas of excellence 


may be various in various nations; 
bat excellency, according to that 
idea, will meet with renown. The 


\ Honours that are paid to ſuch as excel 


will be ever in ſome degree charac- 


teriſtic of the people that beſtowed 


them, and muſt be conſidered as 
Popular teſtimonies to prevailing 
opinions. 8 


It is doubtleſs natural enough for 


the haſty traveller to paſs over theſe, 
as matters of but ſmall attraction; 
and had not the barbarous plunder- 
ers of the deſerts beheld them as 
objects of depredation, they would 
have ſtil] been unexplored. It was 
from predatory views that they were 
firſt dug open, and ſome curious 
perſons have fince examined them 

with various degrees of attention. 
Of thele Ruſſian and Siberian 
ſepulchres ſome are perfect tumuli, 
raiſed to an enormous height; while 
others are almoſt level with the 
ground. Some of them are encom- 
| Paſſed with a ſquare wall of large 


quarry ſtones placed in an erect po- 


W- : 
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ſition; others are covered only with 
a ſmall heap of ſtones, or they are 
tumuli adorned with ftones at top. 
Some are mured with brick within, 
and vaulted over; others are no 
more than pits, or common graves. 


In ſome the earth is excavated ſe. 
ſocieties mankind have formed, is a 


proper ſubject of reſearch to the in- 


veral fathoms deep; others, and 
eſpecially thoſe which are topped by 
a lofty tumulus, are only dug of a 
ſufficient depth for covering the car- 


caſe. 


What chiefly excites our aflo. 
niſhment is, that ſome of theſe 
ſhould be furmounted by the large 
quarry ſtones before mentioned: tor 
in all the neighbouring country 


there is not a rock to be ſcen. T hey | 


muſt therefore have been tranſported 


thither from immenſe diſtances, by 


the molt ſurpriſing efforts of la- 


bour ; eſpecially as the inhabitants 


of theſe parts have no idea of a ma- 
chine adequate to the purpoſe in 
the moſt diſtapt degree. | 


Theſe ſepulchres are diſcovered 


only 1n plain and extenſive deſerts, 
formerly the ahode of a nation which 
ſeems to have ſubſiſted by paſturage 
and the produce of the chace. On 
ſome ſepulchral ſtones, figures of va- 
rious forms are engraved, ſuch as 


rude and miſhapen outlines of the 


human face, croſſes of different an- 
gles, and other repreſentations, which 
in all probatilityhad never any mean. 
ing, But inſcriptions, in any known 
or unknown languages or letters, 
have never hitherto been found up- 


to be met with on ſingle ſtones and 


ſtatues in the deſert, on this fide the 


river Yeniſci, ſuch as no one has 
ever been able to explain. 
The foregoing are the ſeveral cha- 


racteriſtics of the exterior form of 
theſe ſepulchtal monuments. For 


* pointing 


"hy od. 1 1 as - * — — — 


And yet inſcriptions are 


pointing out their difference within, 
the following remarks will amply 
ſuffice. * 5 
In many of theſe ſepulchres, the 
bones of men, and frequently of 
horſes, are found, and in a condition 
that renders it probable the bodies 
were not burnt before they were in- 
humed. Other bones ſhew clearly 
that they have been previoully 
burnt ; becauſe a part of them 1s 
unconſumed, and becauſe they lie in 
a difordered manner, and ſome of 
them are wanting. Urns, in which 
other nations of antiquity have de- 
poſited the aſhes of their dead, are 
never met with here. But ſome- 
times what remained of the bodies 
aſter the combuſtion, and even 
whole carcaſes, are found wrapped 


up in thin plates of gold. Many 


dead bodies are frequently ſeen de- 
poſited together in one tomb; a 
certain indication that either a 


battle had been fought in the neigh - 


bourhood of the place, or gt ſome 


families buried their relations in an 


hereditary tomb. 
| Skeletons of horſes are often 


found in theſe abodes of the dead. 


From whence we may 1afer that 


the ſame ſuperſtitious opinions which 


ſtill prevail among ſome nations of 
the Eaſt were likewiſe held by this 
ancient people. It is received as an 
article of faith by many tribes, that 
departed ſouls continue the ſame 
kind of life they followed while in- 
habitants of this material world; 
and Mohammed's doctrine of his 
paradiſe ſeems to be eftabliſhed on 
the ſame belief. Men of quality 
therefore want their horſes, and their 
favourite wives, and the ſervants 


that attended them in their terreſ- 


trial life. In conformity to this 


Opinion, the women of India throw 
themſelves into the flames upon the 
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77 
body of their deceaſed ſpouſe; and 
a ſimilar cuſtom was prevalent a- 
mong the Yakutes, when they were 
firſt ſubjected to the Ruſſian empire. 
The ſervants that had been faithful 
to their maſter were ſlain at his 
grave during the interment, and 

then buried with him. Nor was there 


any means of abrogating this cruel 
cuſtom, but by puniſhing the guilty 


as wilful murderers. In conſequence 
of the ſame notion, the dead bodies 
were ornamented for denoting their 
quality in the future life. In the 
tomb of the de funct were depofited 
his ſword, and other implements of 
war; and to perſons of both ſexes 
were given the utenſils and neceſſa- 
ries that might be requiſite for the 
continuation of their exiſtence. 

No race of creatures in the hu- 
man form can be ſo totally ſtupid as 
to believe that theſe utenſils could 
be of any uſe to the dead bodies, 
ſince they are aſſured that theſe re- 
main in the grave, When there- 
fore they adhere to theſe ſuperſti- 
tious practices, it is the ſouls of the 
wives, the horſes, the ſervants, and 
the utenſils (for, according to theſe 
philoſophers, every production of 
nature and art is animated with a 
living ſoul) which they conſecrate 
to the ſpirits of their departed 
friends. This tenet, which was 
held by the moſt remote antiquity, 
muſt have been common hkewiſe to 
the people by whom theſe ſepulchres 
were formed. For no other hypo- 
theſis can account for the relics of 
gold and ii]ver they generally con- 
tain; and of which many articles 
are carefully preſerved in the Mu- 
ſeum of the Imperial Academy of 
St. Peterſburg, for the inſpection of 
the curious. 5 

Some of theſe ſepulchres are rich; 
but in others, here as well as in 

other 
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other diſtricts, nothing of value is 
to be found. In the monuments 
abounding in the precious metals 
were without doubt depoſited per- 
ſonages of rank; and we may pre- 
ſume that, wherever theſe are fre- 
quently found, there anciently dwelt 
a wealthy nation. Nothing was 
added to the body in the graves of 
the poor; and we may thence infer 
that, when we find all the ſepulchres 
in one diſtrict deſtitute of any valu- 
ables, it was a poor people who 
there interred their dead. 

The richeſt ſepulchres are diſco- 
vered on the banks of the Volga, 
the 'Tobol, the Irtiſh, and the Ob, 
The tombs in the deſerts on the ri- 
ver Veniſei are likewiſe not without 
relics of value; but thoſe beyond 
the Baikal ſea are the pooreſt of all. 
To account for this difference, we 
are by no means obliged to admit 
that theſe countries were inhabited 
by different nations. The moſt 
certain conſequence to be drawn 
from it is, that ſome nation inha- 
bited theſe parts, which, at ſucceſ- 
_ ſive periods, was in different condi- 
tions ; poor in its commencement, 
but advancing afterwards from po- 
verty to affluence. This inference 


is warranted by the hiftory of all 


agess 5 

There is a very remarkable cir- 
cumſtance obſervable in ſome of the 
tombs on the upper part of the Ve- 
niſei, which forms an exception to 
the general rule of other ſepulchres. 
Inſtead of ornaments and utenſils of 
gold and ſilver found in other tombs, 
you meet here only with copper 
utenſils. Even ſuch inſtruments as 
would have been better wrought of 

iron, are here found all of copper, 
as knives, darts, and daggers. The 
nation therefore, whoſe dead are 
here inhumed, ſeems to have been 


unacquainted with the uſe of iron; 
and theſe tombs muſt accordingly 
be more ancient than the others. 
Hence the travellers who found 
theſe relics, conjectured that thoſe 
regions muſt contain ſome rich cop. 
per mines. And in this they were 
not miſtaken ; for the Sayane moun- 
tains abound in copper, and the 
mines have been worked by the an- 
cient inhabitants of the country. In 
a large open deſert on the river A- 
bakan are likewiſe found mines of 
that metal; and, if they yield not 
ſo much at preſent as they formerly 
did, nothing is neceſſary but induf- 


try and attention for finding other 


places more abundant in mines. 
From the name of the Altaian 
mountains, a ſimilar conjecture has 
been formed. Alta, in the lan- 
guage of the Mongoles and Kal. 


mucs, ſignifies gold; and this con- 


jecture is now brought to perfect 


certainty by the diſcovery of the 


mines of Kolyvan. | 
Hiſtory has tranſmitted down to 
us no certain accounts of the nation 
whoſe dead are here depoſited, and 
who made uſe of copper utenſils and 


weapons inſtead of iron. But, who- 
ever they were, it 1s probable that 


the inſcriptions in the unknown 
language, diſcovered in theſe regi- 
ons, were compoſed and written by 


that people. Perhaps it was the 


Uigures or Igureans, from whom 


the great founder of the Mongole 
monarchy firſt received letters and 
the art of writing; for the nation 
was not inſtructed in that art till 


the time of chis conqueror. The 
Igureans muſt certainly have been 


an ancient and a poliſhed nation, 


if they invented a particular mode 
of writing, which had nothing in 
common with that of any other peo- 
ple. Such are theſe . 

| ' 
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But, if we preſume that Tſchingis 
aſed this manner of writing, his 
ſucceſſors muſt have changed it for 
another; fince the preſent Mongole 
writing evidently diſcovers its Sy- 
rian origin. Vet even this language 
may be called the Igurean; be- 
cauſe certain miſſionaries of the 
Neſtorian ſect lived among the I- 
gureans, and communicated their 
manner of writing to the Mongoles. 
The word Uigur or Uegur, in the 
Mongole language, generally de- 
notes a foreigner. | | 
With greater certainty we may 
afirm, that the ancient ſepulchres 
in Siberia and Ruſſia are the work 
of the Tartars who lived in the 
reign of Tſchingis and his firſt ſuc- 
ceflors. This hero founded his 
monarchy in the beginning of the 
thirteenth century, The Mongoles 
and Tartars united under his ſceptre 
were at that time a poor people, 
wandering in the deſerts of the 
rivers Selenga, Orchon, and Onon, 


and ſometimes ſtraying as far as the 


Paikal ſea. This laſt circumſtance 
obviouſly affords us a reaſon, why 
theſe tombs contain ſo few valuable 
relics; and the fact is corroborated 
by hiſtory, which likewiſe in its 
turn receives light from it. By the 
ſame means 2s we are enabled to 
account for the poverty of the 
tombs about Selcnginſk and Nert- 


(chinſk, we are capacitated allo to 


aſcertain whence the Tartars got 
theſe riches that are found in the 
other ſepulchres. | | 


In the year 1281 Tſchingis be- 


gan the conqueſt of China, which 
was finiſhed fo ſucceſsfully by his 
nephew Koblai; in whoſe perfon 
egan a new dynaſty, known in 
the hiſtory of that empire by the 
name of Juen, which continued 


uninterruptedly to the year 1369. 
8 
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The Tartars ſoon made themſelves 


rich in China; but, not contented 


with their wealth, they traverſed 


almoſt all Aſia, and a conſiderable 
part of Europe; increaſing their 
riches in proportion as they pro- 
ceeded in their conqueſts. 
year 1224 they firſt invaded Ruſſia, 
and fought that ſignal battle on the 
river Kalka. From 1237 to 1240 


they ſubdued the whole country. 


Notwithſtanding they were divided 
under different chieftains and into 


different parties, and thoſe who 
over-run Aſia had nothing in com- 


mon with the conquerors of Eu- 


rope but the name, they had how - 


ever a general head of the family, 
who had been acknowledged by 
their forefathers. To the main 
camp of that chieftain was there- 
fore brought much of the riches 


carried off from the conquered 


countries. I think it highly pro- 
bable that this main camp was, in 
the thirteenth century, in ſome parts 
of the deſert on the Irtih ; and 
that the Tartars, divided into dif- 
ferent hordes, inhabited all the 
regions between the Yaik and the 
Ob. In that century the miſhona- 
ries from Rome, Carpin, Rubru- 
quis, and others, viſited theſe 
countries. 
mention in their voyages 1s the 


Vaik; had they croſſed the Irtiſn, 
they would not certainly have o- 


mitted to rake notice of it. But, 
as they ſay nothing of that river, 
we may thence infer that the camp 


of the Khans, to whom they were 
delegated, was on this fide of the 


river Irtiſh. 
We know that European gold- 
ſmiths reſided among the Tartars, 
and worked for them. Rubruquis 
mentions a Frenchman, Guille- 
aume, who, he ſays, made very curi- 
ous 


In the 


The © laſt river they 
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Khan Mangus Batu. 


of theſe artiſts in his ſervice. 


as thoſe in other tombs. 
lotaia orda (the golden horde) 


that was given to the camp of the 
Khans who ſubdued Ruſſia, muft 
have been given on account of the 


riches of that Tartarian horde. 


But concerning the tombs of the 
olotaia horda we can only form 
conjectures ; as theſe were opened 
and ſearched in times very remote, 
of which no narrative is preſerved. 
Some curioſities in the cabinet of 

the Imperial Academy here are 
preſumed to be from thoſe reg1- 
ons; but this opinion is founded 


merely on conjecture. 


We are better informed upon 
the article of the ſepulchres found 
on the rivers Irtiſh, Tobol, Ob, 
Theſe could only be 
explored at the beginning of the 
preſent century, after the Kalmucs 
and Kirguiſes, who infeſted theſe 
parts, had retired to other plains. 
About twenty years ago, there were 
many perſons in Siberia who till 
ſubſiſted entirely on the ſpoils they 
had formerly obtained by ranſack- 
But, fince 

that time, it is not certainly known 
that any have followed this occu- 
pation. The cuſtom was to aſſoci- 
ate in large companies for ſearching 
after ſepulchres, in the ſame man- 
ner as they do in our times for 
But the countries 
between the Ob and the Irtiſh were 
often plundered by the Kirguiſe 
EKoſacs, after the retreat of the 

Kalmucs. To the weſtern fide of 


ing theſe ſepulchres. 


hunting fables. 
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ous pieces of workmanſhip for the 
The conque- 
ror of Poland, Ruſſia, Sileſia, and 
Hungary, muſt have had ſtill more 
It is 
remarked likewiſe, that the beſt re- 

» lics which are found in the ſepul- 
chres near the Volga, are as rich 
The Zo- 


the Irtiſh very few have ventured of 
late years, on account of the in. 
curſions of thoſe Koſacs ; bur, ſince 


the government has now taken care 


to prevent them, it may be preſum- 


ed that in ſome future period great 


riches 
thence. 


may be procured from 
We cannot find that the rich fe. 


pulchres bear any. peculiar external 


marks upon them ; but it is ſup. 
poſed, from various reaſons, that 
the tombs on the caſtern ſide of the 


Irtiſh, where great numbers are yet 


unexplored, will yieid no great ad- 
vantage. Some have been examin. 
ed at Ultkamenogorſkaia, but they 
contained nothing of any value, 


Their whole contents conſiſted in 


inſtruments of iron, grown ſo ruſty, 
that it was ſcarcely poſſible to dil. 


cover for what uſe they had been 
made. In others, that were opened 


near Nertſchinſk, nothing of any 
conſequence was found; not even 
bones of men, but only thoſe of 
horſes. Hence it 1s probable, that 
the aſhes of burnt bodies alone, or 
the remains of human bones that 
were here depoſited, might have 


been long ago mouldered away; 


but the bones of horles killed at 
the interment, and which were not 
burnt, may have ſubſiſted a longer 
time unaltered. Ny | 


Some of theſe curioſities were 


brought to the academy. Among 


others, there is a man on horſeback 


tolerably well executed in gold; 


as likewiſe ſome filver coins, with 


the impreſs of a roſe juſt opening 


from the bud; but there are no in- 
ſcriptions on any of them. The 


nation therefore, by whom this coin 
was ſtruck, could not have been at 


that time acquainted with the art of 
writing : or at leaſt this money 


muſt have been coined previous 4 
bo the 


\ 4 


the introduction of the Mohammedan 
religion among the Tartars ; for 
it was by that means that theſe na- 
tions became acquainted with the 
Arabic letters, which they have ever 
ſince made uſe of in inſcriptions on 
their coins. | 

The gold in theſe tombs is ſeldom 
ure, but commonly adulterated 
with ſilver; and the filver has ge- 
nerally an alloy of half its weight 
in copper. It was very eaſy for 
the European workmen to cheat the 
imple Tartars. 

It is extremely unfortunate that 
many of theſe curioſities fell into 
the hands of ignorant people, who 
immediately melted them down. 
But from thoſe preſerved in the im · 
perial Academy we may form an 
idea of ſeveral circumſtances re- 
lating to that ancient nation. | 

I am, Kc. 
| W. TOOKE. 


— ——— 


Obſervations on the Language of the 
People commonly called Gypſies. 
In a Letter to Sir Joſeph Banks, 
Bart. P. R. S. From Mr. Marſ- 
den, F. S. A. | 


[ BEG you will do me the favour 
to communicate to the learned 


Society of Antiquaries the incloſed 


paper, on a ſubje& to the inveſtiga- 
tion of which you have ſo eſſential- 
ly contributed. 1 
I am, Sir, 
your much obliged | 
and moſt obedient ſervant, 
WILLIAM MARSDEN. 


IT has long been ſurmiſed that 
the vagrant tribes of people called 
in this country Gyn, and on 
parts of the continent oſ Europe, 
Cingari, Zingari, and Chingal:, 
vere of Eaſtern origin. The for- 
mer name has been ſuppoſed a 
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corruption of Egyptian, and ſome 


* 
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learned perſons have judged it not 
improbable that their language 
might be traced to the Coptic. 

Ia the courſe of reſearches which 
J have had occaſion to purſue on 


the ſubje& of language, I obſerved 


that Ludolfus, in his hiſtory of 


Ethiopia, makes mention, inciden- 


tally, of the Cingari vel Errones 
Nubiani, and gives a ſpecimen of 


words which he had collected from 


theſe people in his travels, with a 
view of determining their origin. 


He diſcuſſes the opinions of various 


writers concerning them, but forms 
no preciſe one of his own, conclud- 
ing his obſervations with theſe 
words: Zadem wocabula, cim maxs- 
imam partem reperiam apud Vulca- 
nium, & centum fere annis tradita, 


non fiftitia exiſtimo, ut Megiſerus 
putat, nec corrupta ex aliis linguis, 


neque Męypliaca five Coptica. 
J was ſurpriſed to find many of 


the words contained in the ſpecimen 


familiar to my eye, and pointed out 
to Sir Joſeph Banks (in the latter 
end of the year 1783) their evident 


correſpondence with terms in the 
Hindoſtanic, or as it is vulgarly 


termed in India, the Moors lan- 
guage. This ſimilitude appeared 
to me ſo extraordinary, that I was 
inclined to ſuſpe& an error in the 
publication, which might have ari- 
ſen from a confuſion of obſcure vo- 
cabularies in the author's poſſeſſion, 
The circumſtance, however, deter- 
mined me to pay further attention 


to the ſubject, and to examine, in 


the firſt place, whether the language 


ſpoken by the Gypſey tribes in 


England, and by thoſe in the re- 
moter parts of the continent of 
Europe, were one and the ſame; 
and then to aſcertain whether this 
actually bore the affinity, which fo 
forcibly ſtruck me in Ludolfus, to 

. any 
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Through the obliging aſſiſtance 
of Sir Joſeph Banks, who has ſpared 
no pains to promote this inveſtiga- 
tion, I procured an opportunity of 


obtaining a liſt of words from our 


Gyplies, which I can depend upon 
as genuine, and tolerably accurate 
in reſpect to the pronunciation, 
from their being corroborated by 
words allo taken down, ſeparately, 


by Sir Joſeph, and by Dr. Blagden. 


Mr. Matra did me the favour to 


tranſmit for me a liſt of words to 


Turkey, and from his ingenious 


friend Mr. B. Piſani, I received a 


complete and ſatisfatory tranſlation 
of them, together with ſome infor- 
mation reſpecting the manners of 
the Chinghiares, in the Turkiſh 


dominions, which however does not 
come within the deſign of this pa- 


per, as | mean to confine myſelf, in 
the preſent communication, ſimply 
to the queition of the ſimilarity of 
language, which, if eſtabliſhed, I 


ſhould eſteem a matter of no little 


curioſity ; preſuming it to be per- 
fectly new to the world. Of this 
ſimilarity the learned members of 


the Society will be enabled to form 
their judgment from the annexed 


paper, exhibiting a compariſon of 


a few of the words procured from 
the different quarters before men- 


tioned, with the Hindoſtanic terms, 


from the beſt publiſhed and parole 


authorities. 
It may not be unworthy of re- 


mark, that the general appellation 
for theſe people in the eaſtern parts 


of Europe, is very nearly connect- 


ed with that of the inhabitants of 


Ceylon, in the Eaſt-Indies, who are 
equally termed Lingaleſe and Chin- 


galeſe; though at tne ſame time it 


mutt be acknowledged, that the 
language of this iſland has much 
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any of the languages on the conti- 
nent of India. | 


the ſame with Lomi, a man In 


leſs correſpondence with that of ti, 


Gypſies, than many other of the 
Indian dialects. His grace the 


archbiſhop of York, with his uſyz! 


diſcernment, ſuggeſted to me the 


probability that the Zingari here 
ſpoken of may have derived thei; 
name, and perhaps their origin, 
from the people called Langari, or 
Langarians, who are found in the 
north-weſt parts of the peninſula of 
Hindoſtan, and infeſt the coaſts of 
Guzerat and Sindy with their pirati- 
cal depredations. The maritine 
turn of this numerous race of pe. 
ple, with their roving and enter- 
priſing diſpoſition, may warrant the 
idea of occaſional emigrations in 
their boats, by the courſe of the 
Red Sea. _ 
Notwithſlanding that the reſem. 
blance to the Hindoſtanic is the 
predominant feature in the Gypſey 
dialect, yet there are words inte- 
ſperſed, which evidently coincice 
with other languages. Beſide the 
Mahraita and Bengaleſe, which | 
have marked in the comparative 
ſpecimen, it is not a little fingulz: 
that the terms for the numera): 
ſeven, eight, and nine, are purely 
Greek, although the firſt five, and 
that for ten, are indiſputably Indias. 
It is alſo a curious obſervation, that 
although the Indian term for, 
being /aarh, differs from the Gyp- 
ſey, yet that for a aucek, or eber 
days, is the Eftan of the Jatter, 
One word only, among thoſe which 
J have examined, bears a relem- 
blance to the Coptic, which is 79 


compariſons of this nature, a due 
allowance muſt be made, not only 
for the various modes of ſpelling 
adopted by different perſons, and 
different nations; but alſo for the 
diſſimilar manner in which the ſam? 
individual ſounds ſtrikes — 


= — 


ANTI GU IT TES. 


gans of the hearers ; of which ſome 
inted inſtances might be given. 


(which I ſcarcely ſuppoſe poſſible) 
of the identity of the Gyp/zy of 
Cingart, and the Hindoſtanic lan- 
guages, ſtill it will be acknowledged 
as no unintereſting ſubject of ſpecu- 
lation, that tribes wandering through 
the mountains of Nabia, or the 
plains of Romania, have been can- 
verſed with for centuries in a diale& 
preciſely ſimilar to that ſpoken at 
this day by the obſcure, deſpiſed, 
and wretched people in England, 
whoſe language has been coatidered 
as a fabricated gibberiſh, and con- 
founded with a cant in uſe amongſt 
thieves and beggars, and whoſe 
perſons have been (till within the 


period of a year) an object of the 


perſecution, inſtead of the protec- 
tion of our laws. 


WILLIAM MARSDEN. 


——_—_— * 


Collections on the Zingara, or Gyp— 


ſey Language; by Jacob Bryant, 


E/q. tranſmitted 10 O. Saluſbury 
Brereton, E/ã. in a Letter from 


' tbe Rev. Dr. Douglas. 


D EAR SIR, 


to be laid before the Society 


the Rev. Mr. Coxe. 
traveller, when in Hungary, had 


heard my friend Mr. Bryant men- 
tion his having collected a con- 


ſiderable number of words uſed by 


this wandering tribe; ſeveral of 


which words appeared to bear a 
cloſe affinity to thoſe of the ſame 


meaning in the languages of ancient 
and of diſtant nations. 

At my requeſt, he has obligingly 
tranſmitted the incloſed papers con- 


taining the reſult of his inquiries 


on the ſubject; and i take the liber- 
ty of putting them into your hands, 
Be- 
ſides his own collections, Mr. Bry- 
ant has alſo favoured me with the 


communication of a letter which he 


had ſome years ago received from 
That learned 


met with Gypſies, and had taken 


from their mouths ſpecimens of 
It is very remark- 


their language. 
able, that of ſeventeen words thus 
obtained, and enumerated in his 


letter, fourteen appear to reſemble 


moſt exactly thoſe of the ſame ſigni- 


_ fication, as collected by Mr, Bry- 


© abba, been preſent at the 


meeting of the Society, when 
Mr, Marſden's letter on the Gypſey 


ant in England. To diſtinguiſh 
them, they are marked 1a the Vo- 
cabulary with aſteriſks, 
1 'am, dear Sir, your moſt 
obedient ſervant, 


| JOHN DOUGLAS. 


4 VOCABULARY of the Zingara, or Gypſey Language. 


A. 
A Naps - godocovan. 
1 An aſs millan. 
Air pPoarraw, alſo beval 
| caulo. 
The arm moſhee. 
Anger colee. 


An arrow, or any 


ding miſſive yaccogaree. 


I 


= 


Above apra. 
To awake ionad aſs. 
An aunt bebee. 
| B. 
A bed woodrous. 
A bough bai. 
Bread mawro® ©: 
| To burn hatcheriban, 
G 2 Blood 


language was read, I recollected 
that, teveral years ago, I had 
Should any be inclined to doubt 
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A bird 
The belly 
Beer 
A bridge 
Breath 

A bow 

A barber 
A book 
A bath 
Too bathe 
+ Beat him 
A boat 
The back 
A bridle 


ratt. 

pal. 

paſhoo, pannee or 
pawnee. 

porcherie. 

cauliban. 


yack. 


chericloe. 
per. | 
lavanah. 
porgee. 

be val. 
cuſht. 
mormingro. 
Jill. 


Jamoval eo panee. | 


drou panee jal. 
codeſman. 


| bara and baro. 


domoe. 
ſolivingro. 


Barley or corn give. 


Cheeſe 
A coat 
A city 
A cow 


A cat 

A coal 

A cinder 
A chimney 
A child 
A crown 

A cock 
'The chin 
cup... * 
A cradle 
A cap 


To command 


Copper 
A couch 
A country 


The devil 
Day 


cal. 
chockwan. 
ſorooſe. 


grove and grove- 
nee. 
matchian, 
mill. 
vongur. 
tophis, con. 
tar no. | 
peng, colah. 


boſhlod. 


chumbo. 
corow. 
mumallee. 
hoova. 
iaſia vallacai. 
careoben. 
plaſtomingree, 


bittutheim. 


: beng and benga “. 
davie*, | 


| 


A dog 
Drink 
Death 


| Dark 


A door 
Drowned 


To drink 
To-day 


A dream 


A dwarf 


| A dead body 
Ditto of a woman moloo, georgee. 
A deſert or wil- bauro, coluri, 


yaccal. 


panee. 


adra, panee, pad- 


moloo“ or mira- 


ban. 
rattie. 
wooda. 


dee. 
peola. 
devus. 
delapray. 
bottoo, georgio. 


moloo, georgio. 


derneſs dromo. 
E. 
An eye havoura. 
Eight oitoo. 
An ear can. 
For ever. ſaw jaw. | 
The earth phovee or p'ho- 
| vee,* -- 
An eagle ſauvee. 
' | Eye-brows yocne coenue. 
To eat cChollow. 
A father ming and dad. 
Flame pratcheely. 
A flower rogeo or roſeo. 
A flute | ſcholl. 
Fear treſh. 
A foreſt vaſh. 
Fire yog *. 
The foot peroe. 
The finger valaſhtee. 
Full pordo. 
To fly water jam perall. 
To fight campen. 
The feeling hawlaw. 
To faint auveſi to jallow. 
A flag deckloo. 
A fool dennoloo. 
Fiſh matchee. 
Found laſthom. 
Four ſtor. 


Five 


W ck & ho So On =, — 


Five. 


G. 
A girl 


A grape 


Green 


God 


Gold 

A gypſey 

A gooſe 

A grave 
Great 

A giant 

A garden 
Give me 
Grandfather 
Good ſport 


A houſe 
A hill 


Hail 
The head 
A hen 

A horſe 
A harp 
Heaven 

A huſband 
A horn 
To hear 
Hair 
He and ſhe 
Heat 
A hand 
An hour 
Harveſt 
Hatred 
Here 


Hungry 
5 | 
1 
4 


peng. 


aſſogne or aſſo1- 
nee“. 


baulo paramattee 


and peomin gro. 
chatto. 
davila “ and mo- 
daval. 
ſuhakie. 
romana chil. 


pappin. 
bauro chumbo. 


bootſee. 


borwardo. 


finepou. 


deas man, | 
pappus or paupus. 


fino, pataſs. 


gur and kir *. 


cumbo and cum- 


bee. 


yive. 


ſharrous. 
cappeet. 

gree. 
manchouro. | 
ravoo or ravoos. 
rome. | 


 ſhing. 


ſhirn. 
ballow. 


| ſhan. 


vaſti. 


yacorah. 
givengro. 


hocleben. 

ſhulta, ſheree, 
aioeſee. 

bocolee. 


bs. ſhunaloe. 


baur Oo 


& 
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I. maſcul. 


I. fem. 


An inn 


Iron 
An image 


A king 


A key 
"Pp, 


Love 
Light 
Life 
Letters 

A he 

A lord, or fir 
A lady 
A lion 
Language 
Loft a 
To laugh 
To look 


 Alamb 


Lightening 
The laurel 


| Little 


The leg 


| Lead 


A mountain 


| Muſic 


A mother 
A man 


The moon 
Meat, or food 
Milk | 


Much FE 


More 

A mile 
To-morrow 
A mule 


The noſe 
8 3 


K. 


M. 
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youee. 
oueſee. 
irchimopodrum, 
ſaſhtaa. 
fino, wocklee. 


crellis. 
clerin. 


commoben. 
dood. 

gava or geeva “. 
liecaw. 

ochano. 


riah and raiah. 
raiena or roiena®, 
vareſs. 


romana. 
naſhedoe. 


ſallaw. 


aconterree. 
vaccaſhoe. 
bauro, tood, 
_ dodd. 
covalcorook. 
cooſe. ; 
herree. 
molous. 


— 


dumbo® and 
cumbo. 

calabeen. 

die or dal. 

rome “ or gior- 
geo. | 

moonah, 


mals, 


tood. 
boot. 


everſecoſi. 


meou. 


ovavo devus. 


N. 


milo. 


nock. 
Numbers 
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Numbers boot. 
Nine enneah. 
A nailof the hand nie. 
New nevo. 
A nutmeg cockwhur. 
A needle” 5... thubh. 
A nation baurifoki. 
Night R rattie. 
O. 
Old coſhtan. 

An ox geronee. 

Oil tedou, corat. 

The ocean bauro, panee. 

One e | 
3 P. 

Pitch boyocrot or boyo- 
LEES corat. 9 
Prayers miſſihe. 
A prieſt raſhee. 
A peach poomingro. 
A palace _ crellis eſcochare. 
Jo pray moughem. 
A path podrom. 

A picture fine choverie. 
Rain briſkenoe. 

A river doriove or dori- 

2 obb. 

Red lolo. | 
A rock bar. . 
A ring yaunuſtry. 

To run praſthem. 

A road drom and po- 
drum. 
8. 
—_. _ ſho. 
Seven afta. 
To ſee becaſſin and diſ- 
caloe. 

A ſhip bara and baro. 
The ſea bauro panee * and 

doeyave. 5 
A ſteeple boro, fule. 
A ſon chavo. 
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| The ſun cham. 
Soot couloe. 
Sulphur congrogre. 
To ſing givellan. 
A ſong gillee or givel- 
lee. | 
A ſervant radchevo. 
A ſword harrow and bauro, 
cCharrie. 
Sickneſs naphiliſoli. 
Siſter pan and pen. 
Silver roop. 
A ſtar ſtarrie. 
A ſerpent ſep and ſap. A 
Smoke tooph. A 
Shoes chawan. T! 
The ſoul Teſco, thee, 
A ſicx man naphilooſoli. 
A ſick woman naphilee phillee. V 
Soon r : 
A ſhepherd baucoringro. 
Strait fitolongſoli, 7 
erooco bango. | 
Sight dicken. 
Smell ſhecmaloe. 
Sleep, or to ſleep ſavanow. 
To {wear ſovochollo. 
To ſpeak racamanſoe. T 
Salt loon. | 
Summer tattabeen. 
Silk p' har. 
Sand barracqg. 
A ſtorm bauro beval aco- 
| chenos. 
A ſaddle boſhtow. 
| A ſpur poſomiſo, gree. 
{Two r 
Three trin. 
Ten [oa deſh. 
Twenty biſh. | 
Twenty-ons yec biſh, 
[This acavat. 
That acavo. 
A town burgau. 
Tar chinaber. 
The tongue chive. 


Thunder 


Thunder 
Time 
Tears 
Truth 

A tree 
A table 
A tomb 


A tooth 


1 


An uncle 


A village 


A valley 
The vine 


godlie. 

lucumoro. 

panee. 

techeben. 

rook. 

miſſali. 

bauro balſcop- 
latti. 

dennam. 


chauk. 


gave. 
delvo. 


patarim. 


W. 


Water 


panee . 


The wind 


A waiſtcoat 
| A woman 


Wine 
Words 
White 

To waſh 
To walk 
A whale 
Warm 
Winter 

A window 
A whip 

A waggon 
A wave 


Yellow 


A year 


Yeſterday . 


FT. 
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beval. 


moul. 
ohano. 
porno. 
towamah. 
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bringeree. 
romee. 


* 


iaw, paraſs. 
bauro mattahee, 


tattoo. 
ſhillaloe. 
k*howe. 


chucknee. 


vadon. 


bauro panee, 


/ 


tedan. 


yabeſh. 
callicoe. 


A 


Zingara, ( or Are words, which al with others in the native perde. 


| Zin gara. 
See the vocabulary, 


or in the Perſic of Indoſtan. 


now communicated. 


OY 


Panne or panee 


Yog $5 
Cumbee 
Riah and raiah 
Yaccal 

Roop 

Gave 

Maſs 

Mifſali 
Sharrous 
Starrie 


Vaſti 


Mawro 


Doriove or - doriobb 


E 


Peola 
Nevo 


Water or drink 


Fire 
A hill 
Sir, or lord 
A dog 
Silver 
A village 
Food 
A table 
The head 
A ſtar 
The hand 
Bread 


To drink 
New 


Engliſh, 


A ſea or river 


Perſie, or Indoſtan. 


See Herbert! s Travels, p. 99. 


Panne. 
Augi. 


Conbee. 


Raiah. 


and p. 315. 


- 


Taccal, a kind of wild dog. 
Roopee, a ſilver e coin. 


Gam. 
Meaſe. 


Miſſale. 
Sharree. 


Starra. 


Daft. 


Maurow, uncertain, 
Deriaw, Deriobb. 

N. B. O33 is water, as is r 

dor, in many lungusges, WI. 

Peola, a cup. * 


Nevos. 


G4 


x 


Mumallee 


Mumallee 


Clerin | 
Gur and kir 
Dennam | 


The Namerals of the Zingara, or Gypſey Tribe 


A key 


A houſe | 
A tooth | 


— 


— 
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A candle Mum, and mumbattee, 
| a a miſtake for numballee. 


Cleer. 


Gur. 
Dandon. 


poſſibly 


s ; compared with thoſe 


"of Indoſtan and Perſia, as they are to be found in Herbert's Travels, 


p. 319, and in Bell of Antermony's Travels, vol. II. p. 117 *. 


*The following paſſage from this book is worth tranſcribing. “ During my 


perſic of 
Herbert. 


Vec 
Do or dew 


+ Se and tean 
Char 


Indoſtan of 
Bell. 


Eik. 


Duy. 
'Tin. 
Tzar. 


| Penge. 
T0. 


Zingara. 
1. Vece 
2. Due 
3. Trin 
4. Stor 
„ Eon 
6. Sho 
7. Atta 
8. Oitoo 
9. Enneah 
10. Deſn 
20. Bi,, 
30. Biſh u deſn 
40. Due biſha 
Zingara, or Gypſey wor 
Cham The ſun 
Geeva Life 


——_ 


ds, remarkabl 
Languages. 


'Tatee. 


Aatza. 
Nouy. 
Daſs. 


y ſimilar to ſome in other 


TF, non, Heb. the ſun and heat. 
mn, Heb. cheva. 


ſtay (ſays Mr. Bell) at Tobolſky, I was informed that a large troop of Gypſies had 
been lately at that place, to the number of ſixty or upwards. The Ruſſians call 
theſe vagabonds Tz:iggary. Their ſorry baggage was carried upon horſes and 
aſſes. The Vice Governor ſent for ſome of the chief of the gang, and demanded, 


whither they were going. They anſwered, to China, He ſtopped their progreſs, 


and ſent them back.” Bells Travels, vol. II. p. 157. Simeon Simeonis ſeems to 
have met with ſome of the Gypſey tribe in Cyprus, in 1332. * Ibidem et vi- 
dimus gentem extra civitatem ritu Grzcorum utentem, et de genere Chaym ſe eſſe 
aſſerentem, quæ raro, vel nunquam, in loco aliquo moratur ultra xxx dies; ſed 


ſemper, velut a Deo maledicta, vaga et pro 


tean is, therefore, three. 


profuga poſt xxx diem de campo in, cam- 
pum, cum tentoriis parvis, oblongis, nigris, et humilibus, ad modum Arabum de 


caverna in cavernam diſcurrit, quia locus ab his habitatus poſt dictum terminum, 
,efhcitor plenus vermibus et immunditiis, cum quibus impoſſibile eſt habitare.“ 


2 | g Simeon Simeonis Itin. p. 17. 
Herbert ſays yec curſe is ene mile, and a league or three miles is tear curſe: 


Cuſht 


— man” — — = 


2 


ene 


Geronee An ox 
Vareſs A lion 
Bara A {hip 
Bai A bough 
Rome A man 
Colee | Anger 
Tooph Smoke 
Sep or ſap A ſerpent 
Treſh Fear 
Apra Above or over 
Raiena and A great lady 
Roiena „„ 
Moul Wine 
Drom A way or road 
Podrom A foot- path, 9a 
„ A brother 
Matchian A cat 
Crellis A king 
Campen To fight 


Benga The devil 
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Caſht A bow 


| 
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Twp, #5. cuſhet, 
p, Zeb. Keren, quaſi cornutus. 
IR; Heb. Alſo dim, the ſun; of 
which the lion was an emblem. 
Bari, Coptic aud ld Egyptian. ot. 
Bai, Coptic and Egyptian. See 
Aulus Gellius. 
II. c, ancient Egyptian. See 
Herodotus. 
Non, Greek. 
'F'v@o;, Greek. 
Dy, Greek. 
Pew, Greck, trepido. 
Supra, oͤcree. | 
Regina, Lat. N. B. Rex, regi, 
raiat, all of the ſame analogy, 
Mulium, Lat. | 
Atoues, Greet. | 
Tiodog Gomes, Greek. 
Fel, Hungarian. 135 N 
Matcha, a tiger, Malay and Ma- 
dagaſcar. | 
Crellis, Bohemzan. 
Campen, Teutonic. 


Beug, night, Mindunao. 


Extrad from an Account of the Caves 
on the Elephanta Iſland, near 
Bombay, by Lieutenant - Colonel 
Barry. From the Gentileman's 
Magazine for 1785. 


(cc FN ſeveral parts of the coaſt 


about Bombay, are found 
eaves of ſuch remote antiquity, that 
neither tradition nor records can 


reach their origin; in many of them 


are inſcriptions, written in a lan- 
guage and characters now totall 
unknown ; but of theſe diſuſed, or 
dead languages, beſides the Shan- 
ſerit, or ſacred one, there are, in 
India, many remains. I am told the 
Jews at Cochin have yet the grant 
of their ſynagogue, at preſent un- 
intelligible; this, I once conjec- 
tured, might be in the primitive 
Hebrew, as theſe people are ſup- 


deeds to be drawn in the language 


a deſcription of one might be in- 
y troduced, with good effect, as an 


principal, I would call it, cathe-. 


poſed to be of the milling tribes; 
but I am aſſured, the country pow- 
ers never admitted their public 


of foreigners. e 

That theſe caves were formed for 
religious purpoſes, cannot even be 
doubted, as well from their con- 
ſtruction, as the ſculptured re pre- 
ſentations of Gentoo mythology, 
which all of them contain : perhaps 


epiſode to ſome eaſtern heroic poem. 

It is not unpleaſant to trace, as. 
men.grow refined, the temples of 
their worſhip, from the darkneſs of 
caves and foreſts, through the gloom 
of Gothic ſtructures, to the airy ele- 
gance of Grecian archite dure. 

As I viſited the Elephanta, the 


dr al, 
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dral, of theſe caves, I ſhall attempt 
ſome account of it. WE: 

This extraordinary offspring of 
human induſtry is on Elephanta 
Iſland, ſo called from the ſtatue of 
an elephant, of natural ſize, toler- 
ably cut out of a folid rock, on its 


welt coaſt, which is nearly ſix miles 


from the caſtle of Bombay: the 
caves are about the middle of this 
iſlet ; the approach to them being 


through a deep ravine, ſo that one 


is ſtruck with ſurprize at coming 
ſuddenly on their openings, and 


| ſeeing an abrupt precipice, of more 


than 60 feet perpendicular, riſing 
from the roofs of theſe excavations, 


and covered at the ſummit with 


ſhrubs and trees, that hang over the 
rock, which is of hard ſtone, more 
ſo than that uſually employed in our 
home edifices ; but as many quar- 


ries are known to indurate when 


expoſed to the air, it may not be 
unzeaſonable to infer, that its pre- 


ſent denſity is partly original, and 
partly acquired; but of this, how- 


ever, I neither made experiment, 
nor ſought information. 
Of theſe caves there are three; 


the principal being in the centre, 


and the leffer ones on either hand, 
though not placed in ſimilar direc- 
tions; one having a common front, 
the other being at right angles 
with it: in each of the inferior ones 
is a ſmall chapel, with baths at the 
TV TT 7 

To the grand cave, or temple, 
there are three entrances by por- 
ticos of four pillars each, of the 


» ſame order with thoſe within. Its 


elevation is very diſproportionate 


to its area, which laſt is nearly a 


ſquare of 40 yards, whilſt its height 

is not more than half as many feet; 

but the eye is not only offended at 

firſt by the lowneſs, but alſo by the 
b | 


flatneſs of the roof; which certainly 
would have acquired more of gran- 
deur by being arched, the effect of 
which we obſerve in our own church- 
es. This roof is ſupported by 46 
columns, placed at equal diſtances, 
though ſome of them have been 
broken down by the intemperate 
zeal of the Portugueſe to extermi- 
nate idolatry; which, as well as 
the taſteleſs curioſity of latter vii. 


tants, has likewiſe impaired many 


of the figures, 

Each column 1s divided into three 
equal parts, the pedeſtal being one, 
the ſhaft another; and the capital, 
including the entablature, the third; 
the pedeſtals are ſquare ; the ſhafts 
rudely grooved, and not, as uſual, 
cylindrical, but gradually bulbing 
outwards to the centre, their great- 
eſt diameter being more than half 
their height. 'The capitals are, as 


their ſhajts, grooved, and appear, 
to uſe the miner's phraſe, like 


globes flattened by the preſſure of 
country on them. 'The entabla- 
tures are ſimple, and without diſ- 
tin& diviſions of members. Theſe 
proportions and forms, ſo different 
from Grecian rules, are not pleaſing 
to a corrected taſte; but as they have 
in themſelves the ſtricteſt uniformity 
of common principle, undoubtedly 
prove the arts to have been far ad- 
vanced at the early period of their 
conſtruction. 5 

To the right, and within the 
large cave, extending the ſquare of 
four pillars, which form its angles, 
is a ſmall temple or chapel, having 
on the ground a large altar, ob- 
long, ſomewhat raiſed, and coarſely 
cut; on the top of which is a cone, 
reſembling the pivots of the rock- 
ing ſtones in Cornwall, or at Stone- 


Henge, the tops of the uprights for 


receiving their tranſems, and, per- 
| e 


wy EEC 
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haps, in its deſign, for ſome ſuch 
purpoſe. In each of the leſſer caves, 
there are ſeveral chapels, 

On the ſides of the porticoes, and 
in compartments at the further end, 
are, in baſſo relievo, pieces of 
ſculpture, moſt of their figures be- 


ing Coloſſian, and all repreſenting 


parts of the Gentoo mythology; 


the centre is an image of the qua- 


druple-faced Brimha, the god of 
the Bedas. 


we ſee them, groteſque and fanci- 


ful, are to us the objects of eaſtern 


Theſe ſtatues, ſuch as 


adoration, and, in their preſent mu- 
tilated ſtate, prove the artiſt nei- 
ther unſkilful, or unacquainted with 
animal proportions, which are well 
preſerved, even in thoſe which ex- 
tend the height of the excavation, 
or which the hieroglyphic doctrines 
of the Bramins repreſent moſt whim- 
ſically; for, indeed, the acquaint- 
ance with nature and ſymmetry may 
as well be diſplayed in the ſtatues of 
a Silenus or Medea, as in thoſe of 
an Apollo or Venus.“ 


MISCELLANEOUS 


| 
1 
'J 
| 
| 
| | 
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Account of a curious Mode of trawel- 
ling in Kamtſchatka, by means of 
Sledges drawn by Dogs, as de- 
ſcribed in the Fourney taken by 
Captains Gore and King, from 
the Harbour of St. Peter and St. 
Paul 70 Bolcheretſk, the Reſidence 
_ of the Governor of the Province of 
Kamtſchatka; from Captain King's 


Continuation of Captain Cook's. 


laſt Voyage. Vol. III. 


44-4 BOUT:. zine o'clock the 


ſame evening, we were a- 
wakened by the melancholy howl- 
ings of the dogs, which continued 
all the time our baggage was laſh- 


ing upon the gen; but, as ſoon as 


they were yoked, and we were all 
repared to ſet out, this changed 
into a light cheerful yelping, which 
intirely ceaſed the inſtant they 
marched off, But, before we ſet 
out, the reader may expect to be 
made more particularly acquainted 


wich this curious mode of travelling. 


The body * is about four feet 


and a half long, and a foot 


wide, made in the form of a creſ- 
cent, of light tough wood, ſtrongly 
bound together with wicker 1 a 
which in thoſe belonging to the 


Lever. 
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better ſort of people is elegantly 
ſtained of a red and blue colour, 
and the ſeat covered with bear ſkins, 
or other furs. It is ſupported by 
four legs, about two feet high, 
which reſt on two long flat pieces 
of wood, five or fix inches broad, 


extending a foot at each end beyond 


the body of the ſledge. Theſe are 
turned up before, in the manner of 
a ſkate, and ſhod with the bone of 
ſome ſea animal. The fore part of 


'the carriage 1s ornamented with 


thongs of leather and taſſels of co- 
loured cloth ; and from the croſs 


bar, to which the harneſs is joined, 
are hung links of iron, or ſmall 


bells, the jingling of which they 
conceive to be encouraging to the 
dogs. They are ſeldom uſed to 
carry more than one perſon at a 
time, who fits aſide, reſting his feet 
on the lower part of the ledge, 
and carrying his proviſions and other 
neceflaries, wrapped up in a bun- 
dle, behind him. The dogs are 
uſually five in number, yoked two 
and two, with a leader. The reins 
not being faſtened to the head 
of the dogs, but to the collar, 


have little power over them, and 


are therefore generally hung upon 


* Viz, of the ſſedge. One of theſe ſledges was in the poſſeſſion of Sir Aſuton 


the 


the fledge, whilſt the driver de- 
pends entirely on their obedience 
to his voice for the direction of 
them. With this view, the leader 
is always trained up with a particu- 
lar degree of care and attention ; 
ome of them riſing to a moſt extra- 
ordinary value on account of their 
docility and Readineſs ; inſomuch, 
that for one of theſe, I am well af- 
ſured, forty roubles (or ten pounds) 
was no unuſual price. The driver 
is alſo provided with a crooked flick, 
which anſwers the purpoſe both of 
whip and reins ; as by ſtriking it 
into the ſnow, he is enabled to mo- 
derate the ſpeed of the dogs, or 
eren to ſtop them entirely; and 
when they are lazy, or otherwiſe 
inattentive to his voice, he chaſ- 
tiſes them by throwing it at them. 
Upon theſe occaſions, their dexterity 
in picking it up again is very re- 
markable, and forms the principal 
difficulty of their art. But it is 


r 


w 


ſhould labour to be ſkilful in a 
practice upon which their ſafety ſo 
materially depends. For they ſay, 
that if the driver ſhould happen to 
loſe his ſtick, the dogs will inſtant- 
ly perceive it; and unleſs their 
leader be of the moſt ſober and re- 
ſolute kind, they will immediately 
run a-head full ſpeed, and never 
ſop till they are quite ſpent. But 
as that will not be the caſe ſoon, it 
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indeed not ſurpriſing, that they 
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generally happens, that either the 


carriage is overturned, and daſhed 


to pieces againſt the trees, or they 
hurry down ſome precipice, and are 
all buried in the ſnow, 'The ac- 
counts that were given us of the 


ſpeed of theſe dogs, and of their 


extraordinary patience of hunger 


and fatigue, were ſcarcely credible, 


if they had not been ſupported by 
the beſt authority. We were in- 
deed ourſelves witneſſes of the great 
expedition with which the meſſen- 
ger, who had been diſpatched to 
Bolcheretſk with the news of our ar- 
rival, returned to the harbour of 
St. Peter and St. Paul, though the 


ſnow was, at this time, exceedingly 


ſoft. But I was informed, by the 
Commander of Kamtſchatka, that 
this journey was generally per- 


formed in two days and a half; and 


that he had once received an expreſs 
from the latter place in twenty-three 


hours. 


The dogs are fed during the win- 
ter, on the offals of dried and ſtink- 
ing fiſh; but are always deprived 
of this miſerable food, a day before 
they ſet out on a journey, and ne- 
ver ſuffered to eat, before they reach 
the end of it. We were” alſo told, 
that it was not unuſual for them to 


continue thus faſting two entire 


days, in which time they would 
perform a journey of one hundred 
and twenty miles“. Theſe dogs 


* Extraordinary as this may appear, Kraſchininikoff, whoſe account of Kamt- 
ſchatka, from every thing that J ſaw, and had an opportunity of comparing it 
with, ſeems to me to deſerve entire credit; and whoſe authority 1 hall, therefere, 
frequently have recourſe to; relates inftances of this kind, that are much more 
lurprifing. © Travelling parties,” ſays he, © are often overtaken with dreadful 
“ ſtorms of ſnow, on the approach of which they drive, il the utmaſt precipi- 
« tat ion, into the neareſt wood, and there are obliged to ſtay till the tempeſt, which 
ly laſts fix or ſeven days, is over; the dogs remaining all this while 
” _ ud inolfentive; except that ſometimes, when pref e 4 hunger, they will 
% devour their reins, and the other leathern parts of the harneſs,” 8 
= Hiſtory and Deſcription of Kamtſchatka, by KraſchininiLof7. 
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are, in ſhape, ſomewhat like the 
Pomeranian breed, but conſiderably 
larger. 
As we did not chooſe to truſt 
to our own ſkill, we had each of us 
a a man to drive and guide the ſledge, 
which, from the {tate the roads were 
now in, proved a very laborious 
buſineſs. For, as the thaw had ad- 
vanced very conſiderably in the val- 
lies, through which our road lay, 
we were under the neceſſity of 
keeping along the fides of the 
hills ; and this obliged our guides, 
who were provided with ſnow-ſhoes 
for that purpoſe, to ſupport the 
ſledges, on the lower fide, with 
their ſhoulders, for ſeveral miles 
together. I had a very good-hu- 
moured Coſſack to attend me, who 
was, however, ſo very unſkilful in 
His buſineſs, that we were overturn- 
ed almoſt every minute, to the 


great entertainment of the reſt of 


the company. Our party con ſiſted, 
in all, of ten fledges. That in 


which Captain Gore was carried, 


was made of two laſhed together, 
and abundantly provided with furs 
and bear-ſkins; it had ten dogs, 
yoked four abreaſt; as had alſo 
ſome of thoſe that were heavy laden 
with baggage. | : 

When we had proceeded about 
four miles, it began to rain; 
which, added to the darkneſs of the 
night, threw us all into confuſion. 
It was at laſt agreed, that we 
ſhould remain where we were till 
day-light; and accordingly we came 
to anchor in the ſnow (for I cannot 
better expreſs the manner in which 
the ſledges were ſecured) and 
wrapping ourſelves up in our furs, 
waited patiently for the morning. 
About three o'clock we were called 
on to ſet out, our guides being ap- 
prehenſive, that if we waited long- 


er, we might be ſtopped by th 

thaw, and neither be able ns Jay 
ceed, nor to return. After encoun. 
tering many difficulties, which were 
principally occaſioned by the bad 
condition of the road, at two in 
the afternoon, we got ſafe to an 
o/trog, called Natcheekin, fituated 
on the ſide of a ſmall ſtream, which 
falls into the Bolchoireka, a little 
way below the town. 'The diſtance 
between Karatchin and Natcheekin 
is thirty-eight werſts (or twenty. 
five miles); and had the hard froſt 
continued, we ſhould not, by their 
account, have been more than four 
hours in performing it ; but the 
ſnow was ſo ſoft, that the dogs, al- 
molt at every ſtep, ſunk up to their 
bellies; and I was indeed much 
ſurpriſed at their being at all able 
to overcome the difficulties of fo fa- 
tiguing a journey.“ 


* 
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An Account of the Manner of Bear- 
hunting pradijed by the Kamt- 
ſchadales; from the ſame. 


another hunting party, 
and put myſelf under the direction 
of the clerk of the pariſh, who was 
a celebrated bear-hunter. We ar- 
rived, by ſun-ſet, at the ſide of 
one of the larger lakes. The next 
ſtep was to concealourſelves as much 
as poſſible; and this we were able 
to do very effectually, among ſome 
long graſs and bruſh-wood, that 
grew cloſe to the water's edge. We 
had not lain long in ambuſh, before 
we had the pleaſure to hear the 
growlings of bears in different parts 


round about us; and our expecta- 


tions were ſoon gratified, by the 
ſight of one of them in the water, 


which ſeemed to be ſwimming di- 


rely 


((H HE next day I ſet on foot 


O 
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rectly to the place where we lay 
hid. The moon, at this time, gave 
à conſiderable light; and when the 
animal had advanced about fifteen 
yards, three of us fired at it, pretty 
nearly at the ſame time. The beaſt 
immediately turned ſhott on one 
fide, and ſet up a noiſe, which could 
not properly be called roaring, nor 
growling, nor yelling, but was a 
mixture of all three, and horrible 
beyond deſcription. We plainly 
ſaw that it was ſeverely wounded, 
and that witn difficulty it gained 
the bank, and retreated to ſome 
thick buſhes at a little diſtance. It 
ſtill continued to make the ſame 
loud and terrible noiſe ; and though 
the Kamtſchadales were perſuaded 
it was mortally wounded, and could 
get no farther, yet they thought it 
moſt adviſeable not to rouſe it again 
for the preſent. It was, at this 
time, paſt nine o'clock; and the 
night becoming overcaſt, and threat- 
ening a change of weather, we 


thought it moſt prudent to return 
home, and defer the gratification of 


our curiofity till morning, when 
we returned to the ſpot, and found 
the bear dead in the place to which 
it had been watched. It proved to 
be a female, and beyond the com- 
mon ſize. Der 

« As the account of our firſt 
hunting party wi!l be apr to give 
the reader a wrong idea of the 
method in which this ſport 1s uſu- 


ally conducted; it may not be 


amiſs to add a few more words on 


the ſubject; and which I am the 


better able to do ſince this laſt ex- 
pedition, | | | 

«© When the natives come to the 
ground frequented by the bears, 
which they contrive to reach about 
ſun-ſet, the firſt ſtep is to look for 
their tracks, to examine which are 
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the freſheſt, and the beſt ſituated 
with a view toconcealment, and tak- 
ing aim at the beaſt, either as he is 
paſſing by, or advancing in front, 
or going from them. 'Thele tracks 
are found in the greateſt numbers, 
leading from the woods down to the 


lakes, and among the long ſedgy 


graſs and brakes by the edge of the 
water. The place of amouſcade 
being determined upon, the hunters 
next fix in the ground the crutchets, 
upon which their firelocks are made 
to reſt, pointing them in the direc- 
tion they mean to make their ſhot. 
This done, they kneel or lie down, 
as the circumſtances of the cover 


require; and, with their bear-ſpears 


by their ſide, wait for their game. 
Theſe precautions, which are chief- 
ly taken in order to make fare 
of their mark, are, on ſeveral ac- 
counts, highly expedient. For, in 
the firſt place, ammunition is ſo 
dear at Kamtſchatka, that the price 
of a bear will not purchaſe more of 


it than is ſuſficient to load a muſket 


four or five times; and, what is 


more material, if the bear be not 
rendered incapable of purſuit by 


the firſt ſhot, the conſequences are 
often fatal. He immediately makes 
toward the place from whence the 


noiſe and {ſmoke iſſue, and attacks 


his adverſaries with great fury, It 
is impoſſible for them to reload, as 
the animal 1s ſeldom at more than 


twelve or fifteen yards diſtance, 
when he 1s fired at: fo that if he 


does not fall, they immediately put 
themſelves in a poſture to receive 
him upon their ſpears; and their 


ſafety greatly depends on their giv- 


ing him a mortal ſtab, as he firſt 
comes upon them. If he parries the 
thruſt (which, by the extraordinary 


ſtrength and agility of their paws, 
they are often enabled to do), and 


thereby 


2 0 | 5 8 — 2 » | £29 - N x * * 5 2 — 
2 n n n 
WWA 3 
= r 
4 B 


2 
W 
— 


4 Yah 


| fice to their hunger. 


Dance. 


* 3 W 
. Fo f 
« 2 


thereby breaks in upon his adverſa- 
ries, the conflict becomes very un- 
equal, and it is well if the life of 
one of the party alone ſuffice to pay 
the forfeit. | ons 
« Thereare two ſeaſons of the year 


When this diverſion, or occupation, 


as it may be rather called, 1s more 
particularly dangerous: intheſpring, 
when the bears firſt come forth, after 


having ſublilted, as is univerſally 


aſſerted here, on ſucking their paws 
through the winter; and eſpecially 
if the froſt happen to be ſevere, and 
the ice not to be broken up in the 
lake at that time, by which means 
they are deprived of their ordinary 
and expected food. Under theſe 


circumſtances, they ſoon become ex- 
ceedingly famiſhed, and fierce and 


ſavage in proportion. They will 
purſue the natives by the {ſcent ; 
and, as they now prowl about out 
of their uſual tracks, frequently 
come upon them unawares; and 
when this happens, as the Kamt- 


ſchadales have not the ſmalleſt no- 
tion of ſhooting flying, nor even 
at an animal running, or in any way 


except with their piece on a reſt, 
the bear- hunters often fall a ſacri- 
The other 
ſeaſon in which it is dangerous to 
come in their way, is at the time of 


their copulation, which is generally 
about this time of the year. 


An extraordinary inſtance of na- 
tural affection in theſe animals hath 
been already mentioned. The chace 


affords a variety of a ſimilar nature, 
and not leſs affecting; many of 
| which were related to me. The 

Kamtſchadales derive great advan- 


tage in hunting, from this circum- 


upon a young bear, when the mo- 


ther is near: for, if the cub drop, 
_ the becomes enraged to a degree 


They never venture to fire 
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little ſhort of madneſs; and if ſhe 


get ſight of the enemy, will only 


quit her revenge with her life. On 
the contrary, if the dam be ſhot, 
the cubs will not leave her fide, 
even after ſhe has been dead a lon 


time; but continue about her, 


ſhewing, by a variety of affecting 
actions and geſtures, marks of the 
deepeſt affliction, and thus become 
an eaſy preſy to the hunters. 
Nor is the ſagacity of the bears, 
if the Kamtſchadales are to be cre. 
dited, leſs extraordinary, or leſs 


worthy to be remarked, than their 
natural affection. Of this they have 


a thouſand ſtories to relate. I ſhall 
content myſelf with mentioning one 
inſtance, which the natives ſpeak of 
as a well-known fact; and that is, 
the ſtratagem they have recourſe to, 
in order to catch the bareins, which 


are conſiderably too ſwift of foot for 


them. Theſe animals keep toge- 
ther in large herds; they frequent 
moſtly the low grounds, and love to 
browſe at the feet of rocks and pre- 
cipices. The bear hunts them by 
ſcent, till he comes in ſight ; when 
he advances warily, keeping above 
them, and concealing himſelf a- 
mongſt the rocks, as he makes his 
approaches, till he gets immediate- 
ly over them, and nigh enough tor 
his purpoſe. He then begins to 


puſh down, with his paws, pieces of 


the rock amongſt the herd below. 
This manceuvre is not followed by 
any attempt to purſue, until he find 
he has maimed one of the flock, 
upon which a courſe immediately 


_ enſues, that proves ſucceſsful, or 


otherwiſe, according to the hurt the 
barein has reccived. 5 

« cannot conclude this digreſſion, 
without obſerving, that the Kamt- 
ſchadales very thankfully acknow- 


ledge their obligations to the bears 


ſor what little advancement they 
have hitherto made, either in the 
ſciences or polite arts. They con- 
ſeſs that they owe to them all their 


Git” both in phy ſic and ſurgery; 


that by remarking with what herbs 
theſe animals rub the wounds they 
have received, and what they have 
recourſe to when fick and languid, 
they have become acquainted with 
moſt of the fimples in uſe among 
them, either in the way of internal 
medicine, or external application, 
But what will appear ſomewhat more 
ingular, is, they acknowledge the 


bears likewiſe for their dancing- 


maſters. Indeed the evidence of 
one's ſenſes puts this out of diſpute ; 
for the bear-dance of the Kamtſ- 
chadales is an exact counterpart of 
every attitude and geſture peculiar 
to this animal, through its various 
functions; and this is the founda- 
tion and ground-work of all their 
other dances, and what they value 
themſelves moſt upon.“ 


4 circumſtantial Narrative of the 
Attempt made by the Confederates, 
on the Night of the 3d of Septem- 
ber, 1771, to aſſaſſinate the King 
of Poland. Prom Vol. I. of Tra- 
vels into Poland, Ruſſia, Sweden, 
and Denmark ; by William Coxe, 
A. M. F. R. S. &c. 5 


N preſenting the following narra- 


tive to our readers, aue ſhall beg 


lde 10 preface it with the author's 


un words 


THE following circumſtantial 
account of this ſingular occurrence 
Was communicated to me by my in- 
genious friend Nathaniel Wraxall, 
Eq; whoſe name is well known in 
tbe literary world; and who, dur- 
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ing his refidence at Warſaw, obtain- 
ed the moſt authentic information 
upon ſo Intereſting a tranſaction: as 
he has obligingly permitted me to 
enrich my work with this narration, 
I am happy to lay it before the 
reader in his own words. 
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In the midſt of theſe turbulent 
and. diſaſtrous ſcenes, the confe- 
derates (who ever conſidered the 
king as unlawfully elected, and 
who imputed to his fatal eleva- 
tion, apd direction or approba- 
tion, all the various ills under 
which the kingdom groaned from 
the Ruſſian oppreſſion) planned 


and executed one of the moſt dar- 


ing enterprizes of which modern 


hiſtory makes mention. I mean 
the attempt to aſſaſſinate the 
king. It is ſomewhat remark- 
able, that in an age ſo humaniz- 
ed, ſo free from the enormous 
and flagitious crimes common in 
barbarous centuries, ſo enlight- 
ened as is the preſent, this is the 
third attempt on a crowned head 
in my remembrance. Louis XV. 
Joſeph I. of Portugal, and Sta- 
niſlaus Auguſtus, all narrowly 
eſcaped aſſaſſination. As the at- 
tempt on his Poliſh majeſty was 
perhaps the molt atrocious, and 
his eſcape certainly the moſt ex- 
traordinary and incredible of the 
three, I ſhall be as minute as 
poſſible in the enumeration of all 
the principal circumſtances which 
led to, and which attended this 
remarkable event. 
« A Polith nobleman, named 
Pulaſki, a general in the army 
of the confederates, was the per- 
ſon who planned the atrocious 
enterprize ; and the conſpirators 
who carried it into execution 
were about forty in number, and 
were headed by three chiefs, 
H « named 
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death. 
thirty-ſeyen perſons to accom- 


| the tollowing ſtratagem 
diſguned themielves as peaſants 


\ 


ANNUAL REGISTER, 1783. 


named Lukawſki, Strawenſki, and 


Koſinſki. Theſe three chiefs had 


been engaged and hired to that 
purpoſe by Pulaſki, who in the 


town of Czetſchokow, in Great 


Poland, obliged them to ſwear 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, by 


placing their hands between his, 
either to deliver the king alive 


into his hands, or, in caſe that 
was impoſſible, to put him to 
'The three chiefs choſe 


pany them. On the 2dof Novem- 


ber about a month after they had 


q 4 Czetichokow, they ob- 
tained doth into Warſaw 
unfuip-tted e undiicovered by 


They 


wh came to ſell hay, and artfully 
concealed their laddles, 


hay which they brought in wag- 
gons, the more effectually to eſ- 
cape detection. 5 

On Sunday night the 3d of 
September, 1771, a few of theſe 
conſpirators remained in the ſkirts 


of the town; and the others re- 


paired to the piaceof rendezvous, 
the ſtreet of the Capuchins, where 
his majeſty was expected to paſs 


by about his uſual hour of return 


ing to the palace. The kiog had 


been to viſit his uncle prince 
Czartoriſki, grand chancellor of 


Lithuania, and was on his return 
ſrom thence to the palace between 
nine and ten o'clock. He was in 
2 coach, accompanied by at leaſt 


| arms, 
and cloaths under the loads of 
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fifteen or ſixteen attendants, be. 
ſide an aid- de- camp in the car. 
riage : {ſcarce was he at the dil. 
tance of two hundred paces from 
prince Czartoriſki's palace, when 
he was attacked by the conſpira- 
tors, who commanded the coach. 
man to ſtop, on pain of inſtant 
death. They fired ſeveral ſhot 


into the carriage, one af which | 


paſſed through the body of a hey- 
duc, who endeavoured to defend 
his maſter from the violence of 
the aſſaſſins. Almoſt all the other 


_ perſons “ wha preceded and ac- 
companied his majeſty were dif. 
perſed; the aid- de- camꝑ aban- 


doned him, and attempted to 
conceal himſelf by flight. Mean- 
while the king had opened the 
door of his carriage, with the de- 
ſign of effecting his eſcape under 
ſnelter of the night, which was 


extremely dark. He had even 


alighted, when the aſſaſſins ſeized 


him by the hair, exclaiming in 


Poliſh, with horrible execrations, 


We have thee now; thy hour 1 


«cc 


come.” One of them diſcharged 
a piſtol at him ſo very near, that 
he telt the heat of the flaſh; while 
another cut him acroſs the head 
with his ſabre, which penetrated 
to the bone. They then laid 
hold of his majeſty by the collar, 
and, mounting on horſeback, 
dragged him along the ground 


between their horſes at fu!l gal- 


lop for near five hundred paces 
through the ſtreets of Warſaw f. 
„ All was confuſion and diſorder 

8 during 


* It is incredible, that ſuch a number of perſons as were with his Poliſh ma- 
&« eſty on that memorable nigh:, fiould all ſo baſely abandon him, except the 
& fins le heyduc who was Killed, and who ſo bravely defended his maſter. This 
„man was a proteſtant; he was not killed on the {pot, but expired next morn- 
6s ng of his wounds. The king allows a penſion to his widow and chil- 
e aren;” 


＋ It is altoniſhing, that, in tlie number of balls which paſſed through the 


e carrlag e 
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during this time at the palace, to rifle the king, tearing off the 
« where the attendants who had de- order * of the Black Eagle of 
&« ſerted their maſter had ſpread the Pruſſia, which he wore round his 
« alarm. The foot-guards ran im- neck, and the diamond croſs hang- 
12 weg cer de the ſpot from whence ing to it. He requeſted them to 
« the king had been conveyed, but leave his handkerchief, whien 
% zhey found only his hat all bloo- * they conſented to: his tablets eſ- 
« dy, and his bag : this increaſed ** caped their rapacity. A great 
« their apprehenſions for his life.“ number of the aſſaſſins retired af- 
« The whole city was in an uproar,  ** ter having thus plundered him, 
The aſſaſſins profited of the uni- probably with intent to notify to 
« yerſal confuſion, terror, and con- ** their reſpective leaders the ſuc- 
« ſternation, to bear away their ** cels of their enterprize, and the 
« prize. Finding, however, that ** king's arrival as a priſoner, Only 
« he was incapable of following “ ſeven remained with him, of 
« them on foot, and that he had whom Koſinſki was the chief. 
« already almoſt loſt his reſpiration “ The night was exceedingly dark; 
© from the violence with with they „ they were abſolutely ignorant of 
« had dragged. him, they ſet him * the way; and, as the horſes could 
© onhorſeback; and then redoubled ** not keep their legs, they obliged 
their ſpeed for fear of being over- his majeſty to follow them on 


„ taken, When they came to the „ foot, with only one ſhoe, the other 


« ditch which ſurrounds Warſaw, “ being loſt in the dirt. 25 
et they obliged him to leap his horſe . They continued to wander 
« over. In the attempt the horſe <* through the open meadows, with- 
© fell twice, and at the ſecond fall „out following any certain path, 
&© broke its leg. They then mount- „ and without getting to any dif= 
* ed his majeſty upon another, all „“ tance from Warſaw. They again 
% covered as he was with dirt. „ mounted the king on horſeback, 
The conſpirators had no ſooner *©* two of them holding him on each 


ec croſſed the ditch, than they began cc lide by the hand, and a third 


« carriage, not one ſhould hurt or wound the king, Several went through his 
te pelifſe, or fur great-coat. I have ſeen this cloak, and the holes made in it by. 
© the piſtol-bullets. Every part of the cloaths which his majeſty wore on that 
e night are carefully preſerved. It is no leſs wonderful, that when the aſſaſſins 
“ had ſeized on the king, they ſhould carry him through ſuch a number of ſtreets 
« without being topped. A Ruſſian centinel did hail them; but, as they an- 
© ſwered in Ruſſian, he allowed them to pals, imagining them to be a patrole of 
© his nation, This happened at ſome diſtance from the place where they had 
« carried off the king. The night was beſides exceedingly dak, and Warſaw. 
has no lamps, All theſe circumſtances contribute to account for this extraor- 
4 dinary event.“ 3 YH b 

* d It was Lukawſki, one of the three chiefs of the band, who tore off the rib- 
e bon of the Black Eagle, which his Pruſſian majeſty had conferred on the king 
ee when he was Count Poniatowſki. One of his motives for doing this, was by 
* ſhewing the order of the Black Eagle to Pulaſki and the confederates, to prove 
* to them inconteſtibly that the king was in their hands, and on his way. Lu- 
„ kaw{ki was afterwards execute. 


© Bo. 85 leading 
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4“ leading his horſe by the bridle, ed in proportion to the obſtacles 


4% In this manner they were pro- „ and difficulties they encountered. 
4 ceeding, when his majeſty, find- „ Meanwhile the confuſion and 
„ ing they had taken the road “ confternation increaſed at War- 
e which led to a village called Bu- faw. The guards were afraid 
<@rakow, warned them not to enter „ to purſne the conſpirators, left 
« jt, becauſe there were ſome Ruſ- terror of being overtaken ſhould 
4 ſians ſtationed in that place, who „ prompt them in the darkneſs to 
«© might probably attempt to reſcue ** maſſacre the king; and on the 
* him“. Finding himſelf, how- other hand, by not purſuing they 
* ever, incapable of accompanying * might give them time to eſcape 
c the aſſaſſins in the painful poſture „ with their prize, beyond the poſii- 
4 in which they held him kept down ** bility of aſſiſtance. Several of 
on the ſaddle, he requeſted them, the firſt nobility at length mount. 
© ſince they were determined to * ed on horſeback, and following 
4 oblige him to proceed, at leaſt * the track of the aſſaſſins, arrived 
4 to give him another horſe and a ** at the place where his majeſty had 
«© boot T. This requeſt they com- * paſſed the ditch. There they 
« plied with; and continuing their found his ele, which he had loſt 
progreſs through almoſt impaſſa- „ in the precipitation with which 
< ble lands, without any road, and * he was hurried away: it was 
4 ignorant of their way, they at „ bloody, and pierced with holes 
« length found themſelves in the ““ made by the balls or ſabres. This 
wood of Bielany, only a league „ convinced them that he was no 

4c diſtant from Warſaw. From the more. 5 | 
8 time they had paſſed the ditch, „ The king was flill in the bands 
<< they repeatedly demanded of Ko- * of the ſeven remaining aſſaſſins, 
% fſinſki their chief, if it was not „ who advanced with him into the 


* 


<< yet time to put the king to death; *“ wood of Bielany, when they were 


<<. and theſe demands were reiterat- ** ſaddenly alarmed by a Ruſſian pa- 


* cc This intimation, which the king gave to his aſſaſſins, may ar firſt ſight ap- 
pear extraordinary and unaccountable, but was really dictated by the greateſt 
addreſs and judgment. He apprehended with reaſon that, on the fight of a 
Ruſſan guard, they would inſtantly put him to death with their ſabres, and fly; 
whereas by informing them of the danger they incurred, he in ſome meaſure 
gained their confidence: in effect, this behaviour of the king ſeemed to ſoften 
them a little, and made them believe he did not mean to eſcape from them.“ 
7 The King, in his ſpeech to the diet on the trial of the conſpirators, interceded 

trongly for Koſinſki, or John Kutſma, to whom he gratefully expreſſes himſelf 
indebted for theſe favours in the following words: | | 

_« As I was in the hands of the affaſſins, IJ heard them repeatedly aſk John 
«« Kutſma, if they ſhould not aſſaſſinate me, but he always prevented them. He 
« was the firſt who perſuaded them to behave to me with greater gentleneſs ; and 
de obliged them to confer upon me ſome ſervices which I then greatly wanted; 
« namely, one to give me a cap, and a ſecond a boot, which at that time were no 
4e trifling preſents : for the cold air greatly affected the wound in my head; and 
*« my foot, which was ccyered with blood, gave me inexpreſſible torture, which 
& continued every moment increaſing,” | | | 
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e trole or detachment. Inſtantly 
holding council, four of them diſ- 


« appeared, leaving him with the 


«© other three, who compelled him 


„ to walk on. Scarce a quarter of 


“ an hour after, a ſecond Ruſſian 
ce guard challenged them anew. 
« 'Twoof the aſſaſſins then fled, and 
te the king remained alone with Ko- 


c Ainſki the chief, both on foot. His 


« majeſty, exhauſted with all the 
«« fatigue which he had undergone, 
« jmplored his conductor to ſtop, 
« and ſuffer him to take a moment's 
ce repoſe. Koſinſki refuſed it, me- 


„ nacing him with his naked ſabre; 
„ and at the ſame time informed 


« him, that beyond the wood they 
« ſhould find a carriage. They 


% continued their walk, till they 


6 came to the door of the convent 
ce of Bielany. Koſinſſci appeared 


« Joſt in thought, and ſo much agi- 


ic tated by his refleQtions, that the 
« king percciving his diſorder, and 
«© obſerving that he wandered with- 


e out knowing the road, ſaid to 


« him, I ſee you at a loſs which 


« way to proceed. Let me enter 


cc the convent of Bielany, and do 
* you provide for ycur own ſafety.” 
No,“ replied Koſinſkki, © I have 


3 {warn oF 


They proceeded till they came 
* to Mariemont, a ſmall palace be- 
< longing to the houſe of Saxony, 
„ not above half a league from 
© Warſaw : here Koſinſki betrayed 


ſome ſatisfaction at finding where 


* he was; and the king ſtill de- 


«© manding an inſtant's repoſe, he 


*« conſented at length. 't hey fat 
** down together on the ground, 
© and the king employed theſe mo- 
«© ments in endeavouring to ſoften 
*© his conductor, and induce him to 
5 tavour or permit his eſcape. His 
© majeſty repreſented the atrocity 


«* of the crime he had committed, in 
“attempting to murder his ſove- 
“ reign, and the invalidity of an 
„ oath taken to perpetrate ſo hei- 
«© nous an action: Kofinſki lent at- 
* tention to this diſcourſe, and be- 
gan to betray ſome marks of re- 
t morſe. . But, ſaid he, if T 
© ſhould conſent, and re- conduct 
«© you to Warſaw, what will be the 
«© conſequence? —I ſhall be taken 
£ and executed !' _ 

This reflection plunged him 
6 into new uncertainty and embar- 
5 raſſment. I give you my word,“ 
«© anſwered his majeſty, that you 
« ſhall ſuffer no harm ; but if you 
doubt my promiſe, eſcape while 
ce there is yet time. I can find my 
«© waytoſome place of ſecurity; and 
<< I will certainly direct your pur- 


La) 


* ſuers to take the contrary road ta 


c that which you have choſen.” Ko- 
5 ſinſki could not any longer con- 
«« tain bimſelf, but, throwing him- 
« ſelf at the king's feet, implored 
« forgiveneſs for the crime he had 
«© committed; and {wore to protect 
«© him againſt every enemy, relying 


totally on his generoſity for par- 


«© don and preſervation. His ma- 


cc jefty reiterated to him his aſſu- 


te rances of ſafety. Judging, how - 
«« ever, that it was prudent to gain 
* 1ome aſylum without delay, and 
« recollecting that there was a mill 
C at {ome conſiderable diſtance, he 
«© immediately made towards it. 
«« Koſlinſk1 knocked, but in vain ; 
c no anſwer was given: he then 
«© broke a pane of glaſs in the win- 


dow, and intreated for ſhelter to 
% a nobleman who had been plun- 


« dered by robbers. The miller 
cc refufed, ſuppoſing them to be 
ce bandittl, and continued for more 


than half an hour to perſiſt in Jus 


« denial. At length the king ap- 
H 3 «« proached, 


Cc 
«c 
«c 
Cc 
C 
640 
«ce 
«c 
4c 
Cc 
Cc 
40 
(c 
«c 
cc 
«c 


ce 


proached, and ſpeaking through 
the broken pane, endeavoured to 
perſuade him to admit them un- 
der his roof, adding, If we were 
robbers, as you ſuppoſe, it would 


be very eaſy for us to break the 


whole window, inſtead of one pane 
of glaſs.” This argument pre- 
vailed. They at length opened 
the door, and admitted his ma- 
jeſty. He immediately wrote a 
note to General Coccei, colonel 
of the foot - guards. It was lite- 


rally as follows: © Par une eſpece 


de miracle je ſuis ſauve des mains 
des aſſaſſins. Je ſais ici au petit 
moulin de Mariemont. Venez 
au plutot me tirer d' ici. Je ſuis 
bleſſe, mais pas fort *.“ It was 
with the greateſt difficulty, how- 


ever, that the king could perſuade 
any one to carry this note to 


Warſaw, as the people of the mill, 


imagining that he was a nobleman 


who had juſt been plundered by 
robbers, were afraid of falling in 
with the troop. Kofinſk1 then 
offered to reitore every thing he 
had taken; but his majeſty left 
him all, except the blue ribbon 
of the White Eagle, 

When the meſſenger arrived 
with the note, the aitoniſhment 
and joy was incredible. Coccei 
inſtantly rode to the mill, follow- 
ed by a detachment of the guards. 


He met Rofiuſki at the door, with 


his ſabre drawn, who admitted 


him as ſoon as he knew him. The 


king had ſunk into a fleep, cauſed 


' 
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by his fatigue; and was ſtretched 
on the ground, covered with the 
miller's cloak, Coccei immedi. 


cc 
c 


La) 


«cc 
1 


é reign, and kiſſing his hand. It 
« 1s not eaſy to paint or deſcribe the 
aſtoniſhment of the miller and his 
« family, who inſtantly imitated 
«« Coccei's example, by throwing 
4 themſelves on their knees . The 
« king returned to Warſaw in 
© General Coccei's carriage, and 
reached the palace about five in 
« the morning. His wound was 
«© found not to be dangerous; and 
ce he ſoon recovered the bruiſes and 
«© injuries which he had ſuffered 
during this memorable night. 
«© So extraordinary an eſcape is 
* ſcarce to be paralleled in hiſtory, 
and affords ample matter of won- 
der and ſurpriſe. Scarce could 


«cc 


ce 


© credit the evidence of their ſenſes, 
when they ſaw him return, Cer- 
tainly neither the eſcape of the 


© were equally amazing or impro— 
«© bable, as that of the king of Po- 


land. I have related it very mi- 


„ nutely, and from authorities the 
„ hignelt and molt inconteſtible. 

* It is natural to inquire what is 
e become of Kofipſki, the man who 
& ſaved his majeſty's life, and the 
e other con{pirators. He was born 
“ in the palatjnate of Cracow, and 


* © By a kind of miracle I am eſcaped from the hands of aſſaſſins. T am now 


at the mill of Maricmont. Come as oon as poſlibl 


Jam wounded, but not dangerouſly.” 


+ * 1 


©, and take me from hence. 


have been at this mill, rendered memorable by ſo ſingular an event. Tt 


is a yretched Poliſh hoveh at a diſtance from any houſe, The king has rewerded 


the miller to the extent of his withes, in building him a mill upon the Viſtula, 
and allowing him a {mall penſion,” 


9 


c of 


ately threw himſelf at his majeſ- 
ty's feet, calling him his {ove- 


the nobility or people at Warſaw 


king of France from Damien, or 
of the king of Portugal from the 
conſpiracy of the Duke d*Aveiro, 


* His real name was John Kutſma. 
+ After the concluſion of theſe troub 


of mean extraction: having aſ- 


ſumed the name of Koſinſki *, 
which is that of a noble family, to 
give himſelf credit. He had been 
created an officer in the troops of 
the confederates under Pulaſki. 
It would ſeem as if Koſinſki be- 


gan to entertain the idea of pre- 


ſerving the king's life from the 
time when Lukawſki and Straw- 
enſki abandoned him; yet he 
had great ſtruggles with himſelf 
before he could reſolve on this 
conduct, after the ſolemn engage- 
ments into which he had entered. 


Even after he bad conducted the 


king back to Warſaw, he expreſ- 
{ed more than once his doubts of 
the propriety of what he had 
done, and ſome remorſe for hav- 
ing deceived his employers, 


«© Lukawſki and Strawenſki were 


both taken, and ſeveral of the 


other aſſaſſins. At his majeſty's 
peculiar requeſt andintreaty, the 
diet remitted the capital puniſh- 


ment of the inferior conſpirators, 
and condemned them to work for 
life on the fortifications of Kami- 
niec, waere they now are. By 


his interceſſion likewiſe with the 


diet, the horrible puniſhment and 
various modes of torture, which 
the Jaws of Poland decree and 
inflicton regicides, were mitigat- 
ed; and both Lukawſk and Stra- 
wenſki were only {imply behead- 
ed. Koſinſki was detained under 
a very ſtrict confinement, and ob- 


| liged to give evidence againſt his 


A perſon of 


two companions. 


diſtinction, Who ſaw them both 


dic, has allured me, that nothing 
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could be more noble and manly 
than all Lukawſi's conduct pro- 
vious to his death. When he was 
carried to the place of execution, 


although his body was almoſt ex- 


tenuated by the ſeverity of his 
confinement, diet, and treatment, 
his ſpirit, unſubdued, raiſed him 
above the terrors of an infamous 
and public execution. He had 


not been permitted to ſhave his. 


beard while in priion, and his dreſs 
was ſqualid to the greateſt degree; 
yet none of thete humiliations 
could depreſs his mind. Wich a 


grandeur of ſoul worthy of a bet- 


ter cauſe, but which it was impoſ- 
ſible not to admire, he refuſed to 
ſee or embrace the traitor Koſin- 


ſki. When conducted to the ſcene 


of execution, which was about a 
mile from Warſaw, he betrayed 
no emotions of terror or unmanly 
fear, He made a ſhort harangue 
to the multitude aſſembled upon 
the occaſion, in which he by no 
means expreſſed any ſorrow for 
his paſt conduct, or contrition for 
his attempt on the king, which 
he probably regarded as merito- 
rious and patriotic, His head 
was ſevered ſrom his body, 


« Strawenſki was beheaded at the 


ſame time, but he neither haran- 
gued the people, nor ſhewed any 


ſions of contrition. Pulaſki, who 
commanded one of the many 


corps of confederate Poles then 
in arms, and who was the great 


agent and promoter of the aſſaſ- 


ſination, is ſtill alive +, though 
an outlaw and an exile. He is 


ſaid, even by the Ruſſians his ene- 


les, Pulaſki eſcaped from Poland, and re- 


ares to America : he diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the American tervice, and was 
illed in the attempt to force the Britiſh lines at the ſiege of Savannah, in 1779. 
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4 mies, to poſſeſs military talents 
d of, a very ſuperior nature; nor 
e were they ever able to take him 
« priſoner during the civil war. 
To return to Kofinſki, the man 
« who ſaved the king's life. About 
« a week after Lukawſki and Stra- 
c wenſki's execution, he was ſent 
by his majeſty out of Poland, He 
«© now refides at Semigallia in the 
<« papal territories, where he enjoys 
„ an annual penſion from the king. 

« Acircumſtance almoſt increc1- 
« ble, and which ſeems to breathe 
«© all the ſanguinary bigotry of the 
16th century, I cannot omit. It 
is that the papal nuntio in Poland, 
« inſpired with a furious zeal againſt 
Lethe diflidents, whom he believed 
c to be protected by the king, not 
«© only approved the ſcheme for aſ- 
4 ſaſſinating his majelty, but bleſſed 
c the weapons of the conſpirators at 
Czetſchokow, previous to their 
ſetting out on their expedition, 
This is a trait indiſputably true, 
and ſcarcely to be exceeded byany 


«c 


cc 
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c 
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cc 
ec 


« IX. of France, and of his mother 
% Catharine of Medicis.“ 


— 


An Account of the different Orders in- 
frituted in Ruſſia; of a fawourite 
Building of the preſent Empreſs's, 
called the Hermitage; and of the 
Manner in which jhe paſſes her 
Time, Extracted from the ſame. 


cc \ HE order of St. Andrew,or 
| the Blue Ribband, the firſt 


ever known in this country, was in- 


| Kituted by Peter I. in the year 1698, 


ſoon after his return from his firſt 
expedition into foreign countries“. 


That of St. Alexander Nevſki, or | 


* Weber's Ver, Ruſſ. Part III. p. 161. 


ſent empreſs in 1769. 
priated to perſons ſerving by land or 


thing under the reign of Charles 


9 


the red Ribband, was created by 
the ſame ſovereign, but never con- 
ferred until the reign of Catha- 
ine I. in 17 . 

The order of St. Anne of Hol. 
ſtein was inſtituted, in 1735, b 
Charles Frederick duke of Holſtein, 
in memory of his wife Anne, daugh- 
ter of Peter the Great, and introduc- 
ed into Ruſſia by her ſon Peter III. 
It ĩs in the diſpoſal of the great-duke, 
as ſovereign of Holſtein. The 


knights wear aà red ribband bordered 
with yellow. 1 


The military order of St. George, 


called alſo the order of Merit, and 
which has the precedence over that 
of St. Anne, was created by the pre- 


It is appro. 


by ſea, and is never beſtowed in time 


of peace. The knights wear a rib- 


band with black and orange ſtripes. 

This order is divided into four 
elaſſe | | ; 

The knights of the firſt claſs, call- 
ed the Great Croſs, wear the rib- 
band over the right ſhoulder, and the 
ſtar upon the left ſide. Each re- 


_ ceives an annual ſalary of 700 rou- 


bles =F 140. The knights of the 
ſecond claſs wear the ſtar upon their 
left breaſt, the ribband with the croſs 
pendent round their neck. Each 
receives 400 roubles=/ 80 per ann, 
The knights of the third claſs wear 
the ſmall croſs pendent round their 
neck. Each receives 200 roubles, 
or { 40 per ann. This claſs admits 
50. The knights of the fourth claſs 
wear the ſmall croſs faſtened by a 
ribband to the button-hole, like the 
French Croix de St. Louis. Each 
receives 100 roubles, or 20 per 
NN,. ä 


The fund of this order, aſſigned 


I Thid, p. 38. 
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by the empreſs for the payment of 
theis ſalaries and other expences, 1s 
40,000 roubles — { 8,000 per ann. 
Of this 1,680 1s Jellined for the firſt 
daſs ; ; and 2,000 for each of the re- 
maining three. 

The number of knjohts | is unli- 
mited. In 1778, the fitit Claſs, 
which is confined to commanders in 
chief, contained only four ; namely, 
Marſhal Romanzof, for his victories 
over the Turks; Count Alexey Or- 
lof, for burning the Turkiſh fleet at 
Tcheſme ; Count Panin, for the 
taking of Bender; and Prince Dol- 
gorucki, for his conqueſts in the 
Crimea. The ſecond claſs compriſ- 
ed only eight knights; the third 48; 
and the fourth 237. No perſoncan 


obtain this order without having 


performed ſome gallant exploit, or 
having ſerved with credit in the 


rank of officer 25 years by land, or 
18 by ſea *, 


There is al the order of St. ta 


tharine, appropriated to the ladies ; 
it was inſtituted in 1714 by Peter, in 
honour of his wife Catharine. The 
motto of “ Love and fidelity“ was 

intended to commemorate the diſ- 


play of thoſe virtues in her behaviour 


on the banks of the Pruth. This 
order is extremely honourable, as, 


belide the empreſs, the great-du- 


cheſs, and a few foreign princeſſes, 
only five Ruſſian ladies were deco- 
rated with it. 

The order of St. Andrew is the 
firſt and moſt diſtinguiſhed of theſe, 
which, beſide the ſovereign princes 
and foreigners, compriſed, in 1778, 
26 Ruſſians; that of St. Alexander 
Nevſki 109; and that of St. Anne 
208, The empreſs may alſo be {aid 
to have the diſpoſal of the Poliſh or- 


* See Ukaſe ueber die Stiftung des 
trage. 
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ders of the White Eagle and of St. 


Staniſlaus. 


Since our departure from Ruſſia 
her majeſty inſtituted, on the 4th of 
October, 1782, a new order, called 
St. Vladimir, in favour of thoſe who 
ſerve in civil employments ; and it 
15 nearly on the Fine footing as that 
of St. George with reſpect to the ſa- 
laries annexed to the different claſſes, 
There are to be ten great croſſes, 


twenty of the ſecond claſs, thirty of 


the third, and ſixty of the fourth, 
beſide a fifth for thoſe who have 


ſerved 35 years, which gives them 
a right to wear it.“ 


6A ſeparate edifice of brick ſtuc- 
coed white, called the Hermitage, 
communicates with the palace by 
means of a covered gallery. It 
takes its appellation from its being 


the ſcene of imperial retirement, 


but bears no other reſemblance to 
an hermitage, except in its name, the 
apartments being extremely ſpaci- 
ous, and decorated in a ſuperb ſtyle 


of regal magnificence. To this fa- 
vourite ſpot the empreſs uſually re- 


pairs for an hour or two every day; 
and on a Thurſday evening ſne gives 
a private ball and ſupper to the prin- 
cipal perſons who form her court ; 
foreign miniſters and foreign noble- 
men being ſeldom invited, At this 
entertainment all ceremony 1s ſaid 


to be baniſhed, as far as is conſiſtent 


with that reſpect which is paid to a 


great ſovereign, The attendance of 


ſervants is excluded, while the ſupper 
and various refreihments are pre- 
ſented on ſmall tables, Khich emerge 
through trap doors. Many direc- 
tions for the regulation of this ſelect 
ſociety are diſpoſed in the various 
apartments: the meaning of thoſe 


St. Seorg's-Ordens, in Schmidts Bey- 


written 
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written in the Ruſſian tongue was 
explained to me by a gentleman of 


the company, and their general ten- 


dency was to encourage freedom 
from etiquette, and to inculcate the 
moſt unreſtrained eaſe of behaviour. 


One written in the French language 
I comprehended and retained. © 4/- 


<< ſeyex U9us ou vous voulez, et quand 
« | vous plaira, ſans qu'on le repete 
&« mille fois *.“ | 

'This nermitage contains a nume- 


rous aſſemblage of pictures, chiefly 
purchaſed by her preſent majeſty. 


Its principal ornament was the ce- 
lebrated collection of Crozat, which 
devolved by heritage to the Baron 
de Thieres, upon whoſe death the 


empreſs purchaſed it from his heirs, 


The Houghton collection, the loſs 
of which every lover of the arts in 


England mult ſincerely regret, will“ 


lorm a moſt valuable acceſſion. 
A winter and ſumaier garden, 


compriſed within the fite of the 
building, are ſingular curioſites, and 


{ſuch as do not, perhaps, occur in any 
The ſum- 
mer garden, in the true Aſiatic ſtyle, 
occupies the whole level top of the 
edifice: at this ſeaſon of the year it 
was entirely buried under the ſnow, 
which prevented our viewing it. 


The winter-garden is entirely roof- 


ed and ſurrounded with glaſs frames: 
It is an high and ſpacious hot-houſe, 
laid out in gravel walks, ornament- 
ed with parterres of flowers, orange 
trees, and other ſhrubs; and peopled 
with ſeveral birds of ſundry ſorts and 
various climates, which flitted from 
tree to tree. The whole exhibired 
a pleaſing effed, and was the more 
deligh:tul as being contraſted with 


the reader. 


the diſmal and dreary ſeaſon of the 
year. 


The ordinary diſtribution of the 


empreſs's time at Peterſburgh, as 
far as J could collect from inquiries 


which J had many opportunities of 
making, as it concerns ſo great a 
princeſs, cannot be unacceptable to 

Her majeſty uſually riſes about 
fix, and is engaged till eight or nine 
in public buſineſs with her ſecretary, 
At ten ſhe generally begins her toi- 
let; and while her hair is dreſſing, 
the miniſters of ſtate, and her aid- 
de-camps in waiting, pay their re- 
ſpects, and receive their orders. Be- 
ing dreſſed about eleven, ſhe ſends 
for her grand-children, the young 
princes Alexander and Conſtantine, 
or viſits them in their own apartment. 
Before dinner ſhe receives a viſit 


\ from the great-duke and ducheſs; 
and fits down to table rather before 


one. She has always company at 
dinner, uſually about nine perſons, 
conſiſting of the generals and lords 
in waiting, a lady of the bed cham- 
ber, a maid of honour, and two or 


three of the Ruſſian nobility, whom 


ſhe invites. Their imperial high- 
neſſes dine with her three times in 
the week, on which days the party is 
encreaſed to eighteen perſons. The 
lord of the bed- chamber in waiting, 
who always fits oppoitte to the em- 
preſs, carves one diſh and preſents it 
to her; an attention which, after 
having once politely accepted, ſhe 


S 
afterwards diſpenſes with. Her ma- 


jeſty is remarkably temperate, and 


is ſeldom at table more than an hour. 
From thence ſhe retires to her own 
apartment; and about three fre- 


* Sit down where you chuſe, and when you pleaſe, without its being repeated to 
you a thouland times, . | | 


_ quently 
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quently repairs to her library in the 
Hermitage. At five ſhe goes to the 
theatre “, or to a private concert; 
ind, when there is no court in the 
evening, has a private party at cards. 
che ſeldom ſups, generally retires 
at half paſt ten, and is uſually in 
bed before eleven.“ | 


___—__—_ 


Curious Account of the Diftreſſes and 

Eſcape of the Pretender, Prince 

Charles Edward, after the Battle 

of Culloden, in the Tear 1745 
From the Feurnal if a Jour to the. 
Hebrides with Dr. Johnſon, &y 

James Boſwell, E/. | 


2 Bofawell introduces the follows 


ing account with theſe words, 


FROM what ſhe + told us, and 
from what I was told by others-per- 
ſonally concerned, and from a paper 
of information which Raſay was ſo 
good as to ſend me, at my deſire, I 
have compiled the following ab- 
ſtract, which, as it contains ſome 
curious anecdotes, will, I imagine, 
not be Uninterelting to my readers, 
and even, perhaps, bs of ſome ule 
to future hiſterians, | | 

„ Prince Charles Edward, after 
the battle of Culloden, was convey- 
ed to what is called he Long Jland, 
where he lay for ſome time conceal- 
ed. But intelligence having been 
obtained where he was, and a num- 
ber of troops having come in queſt of 
him, it became abſolutely neceſſary 
lor him to quit that country without 
delay. Mig Flora Macdonald, then 
a young iacy, animated by what 
lie thought the ſacred principle of 


* An Italian opera, a ſet of Ruſſian, and another of French players, were, in 
1778, maintained at her majeſty's expence, at which the ſpectators were admitied 


<2 * 


gratis. | 


1 Flora Macdonald, 


the coaſt they were to quit was 


ſelf in women's clothes, and paſſed 


Margaret, and acquainted her of 


ſaid “ I am Macdonald of Kingſ- 


107 


loyalty, offered, with the magnani- 
mity of a heroine, to accompany 
him 1n an open boat to Sky, though 


ouarded by ſhips, He dreſſed him- 


as her ſuppoſed maid, by the name 
of Betty Bourke, an Iriſh pirl. 
They got off undiſcovered, though 
ſeveral ſhots were fired to brin 
them to, and landed at Mugſtot, 
the ſeat of Sir Alexander Mac- 
donald. Sir Alexander was then at 
Fort Auguſtus, with the duke of 
Cumberland; but his lady was at 
home. Prince Charles took bis 
poſt upon a hill near the houſe. 
Flora Macdonald waited on lady 


the enterpriſe in which the was en- 
caged, Her ladyſhip, whole active 
benevolence was ever ſeconded by 
ſuperior talents, ſhewed a perfect 
pieſence of mind, and readineſs of 
invention, and at once {cttled that 
Prince Charles ſhould be conducted 
to od Rajav, v. ho was bimſelf con- 
ctaled with tome ſelect friends. The 
Plan was io hantly communicated to 
King ſburgh, who was diſpatched to 
the hill to inform the Wanderer, and 
carry him refreſhments. When 
Kingſburgh approached, he ſtarted 
up, and advanced, holding a large 
knotted ſtick, and in appearance 
ready to knock him down, till he 


burgh, come to ſerve your high- 
neſs.” The Wanderer anſwered, 
« It is well,” and was ſatisfied with 
J | 
Flora Macdonald dined with lady 
Margaret, at whoſe table there ſat 
an officer of the army, ſtationed 


here 


— 
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| here with a party of ſoldiers, to 
watch for prince Charles, in caſe of 
his flying to the ifle of $ky. She 
afterwards often laughed in good 
humour with this gentleman, on 
her having ſo well deceived him. 
After dinner, Flora Macdonald 
on | horſeback, and her ſuppoſed 
maid and Kingſburgh, with a ſer- 
vant carrying ſome linen, all on 
foot, proceeded towards that gentle- 
man's houſe. Upon the road was a 
ſmall rivulet which they were ob- 
liged to croſs. The Wanderer, for- 


getting his aſſumed ſex, that his 
clothes might not be wet, held them 


up a great deal too high. King(- 
burgh mentioned this to him, ob- 
ſerving it might make a diſcovery. 
He ſaid, he would be more care ful 


for the future. He was as good as 


his word; for the next brook they 


erxoſſed, he did not hold up his clothes 


at all, but let them float upon the 
water. He was very aukward in 
his female dreſs, His ſize was ſo 


large, and his ſtrides ſo great, that 


ſome women whom they met report- 
ed that they had ſeen a very big 
woman, who looked like a man in 
woman's clothes, and that perhaps 
it was (as they expreſſed themſelves) 


the Prince, after whom ſo much 


ſearch was making. | 
At Kingſburgh he met with a moſt 
. cordial reception; ſeemed gay at 
ſupper, and after it indulged him- 
elf in a cheerful glaſs with his wor- 


thy hoſt. As he had not had his 
clothes off for a long time, the com- 
fort of a good bed was highly re- 


liſhed by him, and he flept ſoundly 
till next day at one o'clock. 

The miſtreſs of Corrichatachin 
told me, that in the forenoon ſhe 
went into her father's room, who 
was alſo in bed, and ſuggeſted to 
him her apprehenſions that a party 


of the military might come up, and 
that his gueſt and he had better not 
remain here too long. Her father 
faid, “ Let the poor man repoſe 
himſelf after his fatigues; and as for 
me, I care not, though they take 
off this old grey head ten or eleven 
years ſooner than I ſhould die in the 


courſe of nature.”” He then wrap- 


ped himſelf in the bed-clothes, and 
again fell faſt aſleep. 

On the afternoon of that day, the 
Wanderer, ſtill in the ſame dreſs, 
ſet out for Portree, with Flora Mac- 


donald and a man ſervant. His 


ſhoes _ very bad, Kingſburgh 
provided him with a new pair, and 
taking up the old ones, ſaid, . 
will faithfully keep them till you 
are ſafely ſettled at St. James's, 
I will then introduce myſelf by 
ſhaking them at you, to put you in 
mind of your night's entertainment 
and protection under my roof.” 
He ſmiled, and ſaid, Be as good 
as your word!“ —Kingſburgh kept 
the ſhoes as long as he lived. After 
his death, a zealous Jacobite gen- 
tleman gave twenty guineas for 
them. 555 | 

Old Mrs. Macdonald, after her 
gueſt had left the houſe, took the 
ſheets in which he had lain, folded 
them carefully, and charged her 


_ daughter that they ſhould be kept 


unwaſhed, and that, when ſhe died, 
her body ſhould be wrapped in them 
as a winding-ſheet, Her will was 
religiouſly obſerved. HR: 

Upon the road to Portree, Prince 
Charles changed his dreſs, and put 
on man's clothes again; a. tartan 
ſhort coat and waiſtcoat, with phili- 


beg and ſhort hoſe, a plaid, and a 


wig and bonnet. 

Mr. Donald M*Donald, called 
Donald Roy, had been ſent expre!5 
to the preſent Raſay, then the young 


lair d. 
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laird, who was at that time at his 


| {ter's houſe, about three miles from 


Portree, attending his brother, Dr. 
Macleod, who was recovering of a 
wound he had received at the battle 
of Culloden. Mr. M Donald com- 
municated to young Raſay the plan 
of conveying the Wanderer to 
where old Raſay was; but was told 
that old Raſay had fled to Knoidart, 
a part of Glengary's eſtate. There 
was then a dilemma what ſhould be 
done. Donald Roy propoſed that 
he ſhould conduct the Wanderer to 


the main land; but young Raſay 


thought it toodangerous at that time, 
and ſaid it would be better to con- 
ceal him in the iſland of Raſay, till 
old Raſay could be informed where 
he was, and give his advice what 
was beſt. But the difficulty was, 
how to get him to Raſay. They 
could not truſt a Portree crew, and 
all the Raſay boats had been de- 
ſtroyed, or carried off by the mili- 
tary, except two belonging to Mal- 
colm M“Leod, which he had con- 
cealed ſomewhere. 

Dr. M*Leod being informed of 
this difficulty, ſaid he would riſk his 


life once more for Prince Charles; 


and it having occurred, that there 
was 4 little boat upon a freſh-water 
lake in e. erg young 
Raſay and Dr. M<Leod, with the 
help of ſome women, brought it to 
the ſea, by extraordinary exertion, 


acroſs a Highland mile of land, one 


half of which was bog, and the other 
a ſteep precipice. _ . 
Theſe gallant brothers, with the 


aſſiſtance of one little boy, rowed - 


the ſmall boat to Raſay, where they 
were to endeavour to find captain 
M*Leod, as Malcolm was then call- 


ed, and get one of his good boats, 


with which they -might' return to 
Portree, and receive the Wanderer; 


or, in caſe of not finding him, they 


were to make the ſmall boat ſerve, 
ng the danger was conſidera- 

R 8 
Fortunately, on their firſt land- 
ing, they found their couſin Mal- 
colm, who, with the utmoſt alacrity, 
got ready one of his boats, with two 
lirong men, John McKenzie, and 
Donald M*Friar. Malcolm, being 
the oldeſt man, and moſt cautious, 
ſaid, that as young Raſay had not 
hitherto appeared in the unfortu- 
nate buſineſs, he ought not to run 
any rifk ; but that Dr. Macleod and 
himſelf, who were already publicly 
engaged, ſhould go on this expedi- 
tion. Young Raſay anſwered, with 
an oath, that he would go, at the 
riſk of his life and fortune.—“ In 
Gop's name then (ſaid Malcolm) 
let us procecd.”* The two boatmen, 
however, now ſtopped ſhort, till 


they ſhould be informed of their 


deſtination ; and McKenzie declared 
he would not move an oar till he 
knew where they were going. Up- 
on which they were both ſworn to 
ſecrecy ; and the buſineſs being im- 


parted to them, they were eager to 


put off to ſea without loſs of time. 
The boat ſoon landed about half 
a mile from the inn at Portree. 
All this was negotiated before 
the Wanderer got forward to Port- 
ree. Malcolm M<Leod, and M*Fri- 
ar, were diſpatched to look for him. 
In a ſhort time he appeared, and 
went into the public houſe. Here 


Donald Roy, whom he had ſeen at 


Muogltot, received him, and inform- 
ed him of what had been concerted. 
He wanted filver for a guinea, but 
the landlord had only thirteen ſhil- 
lings; he was going to accept of 
this for his guinea, but Donald Roy 
very judiciouſly obſerved, that it 
would diſcover him to be ſome great 
= Ta man; 
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man; ſo he deſiſted. He flipped 
out of the houſe, leaving his fair 
proteAreſs, whom he never again 
faw; and Malcolm Macleod was 
preſented to him by Dniel Roy, as 
captain in his army. Young Ra- 
ſay and Dr. Macleod had waited, in 
impatient anxiety, in the boat. 
When he came, their names were 
announced to him. He would not 

ermit the uſual ceremonies of re- 
ipet, but faluted them as his 


.. equals, 


Donald Roy ſtaid in Sky, to be in 


readineſs to get intelligence, and 


ive an alarm in caſe the troops 
hould diſcover the retreat to Raſay; 


N 


and Prince Charles was then con- 


veyed in a boat to that iſland in the 
night, Ne ſlept a little upon the 

aſſage, and they landed about day 
Pieak. There was ſome difficulty 
in accommodating him with a lodg- 
ing, as almoſt all the houſes in the 


iſland had been burnt by the ſoldiery. 


They repaired to a little hut, which 
ſome ſhepherds had lately built, and 
having prepared it as well as they 
could, and made a bed of heath for 
the ſtranger, they kindled a fire, 


and partook of ſome proviſions 
which had been ſent with him from 
EKingſpurgh. It was obſerved, that 


he would not taſte wheat-bread, or 


brandy, while oat-bread and whiſky 


laſted ; “ for theſe (ſaid he) are 


my own country bread and drink.” 
— "This was very engaging to the 


Highlanders. 


Young Raſay being the only per- 
fon of che company that durſt ap- 
Dear with ſafety, he went in queſt 
of tomething freſh for them to eat; 
but though he was amidſt his own 
cows, ſheem, and goats, he could 
not venture to take any of them for 
fear of a diſcovery, but was obliged 
to ſopply himlelf by ſtealch. He 


therefore caught a kid, and brought 
it to the hut in his plaid, and it was 
killed and dreſt, and furniſhed them 
a meal which they reliſhed much, 

he diſtreſſed Wanderer, whoſe 
health was now a good deal impair- 


ed by hunger, fatigue, and watch. 


ing, ſlept a long time, but ſeemed 
to be frequently diſturbed. Mal- 
colm told me he would ſtart from 
broken ſlumbers, and {peak to him. 
ſelf in different languages, French, 
Italian, and Engliſh. I muſt how- 
ever acknowledge, that it is highly 
probable that my worthy friend 
Malcolm did not know preciſely the 
difference between French and Ita- 
lian. One of his expreſſions in 


Engliſh was, O GOD poor Scot- 


land!“ | 
While they were in the hut, 


McKenzie and M*Friar, the two 
'boatmen, were placed as centinels 


upon different eminences ; and one 
day an incident happened, which 
muſt not be omitted. There was a 
man wandering about the 1fland, 
ſelling tobacco. Nobody knew him, 
and he was ſuſpected to be a ſpy, 
McKenzie came running to the hut, 


and told that this ſuſpected perſon 


was approaching, Upon which the 


three gentlemen, young Raſay, Dr. 


Macleod, and Malcolm, held a 
council of war upon him, and were 
vnanimouſly of opinion that he 


ſhould inſtantly be put to death. 


Prince Charles, at once aſſuming 
a grave and even ſevere counte- 
nance, ſaid, ©* Gop forbid that we 
ſhould take away a man's life, Who 
may be innocent while we can pre- 
ſerve our own.”* The gentlemen 
however perſiſted in their reſolution, 
while he as ſtrenuouſty continued to 
2ke the merciful fide. John MisKen- 


zie, who fat watching at the door. 


of the hat, and cverheard tie de- 
; bate, 


„ 


pate, ſaid in Erſe, Well, well; 
he muſt be ſhot. You are the king, 
but we are the parliament, and will 
do what we chooſe.” Prince Charles, 
ſeeing the gentlemen ſmile, aſked 
what the man had ſaid, and being 
told it in Englith, he obſerved that 
he was a clever fellow, and, not- 
withſtanding the perilous lituation 
in which he was, laughed loud and 
heartily. Luckily the unknown 
perſon did not perceive that there 
were people in the hut, at leaſt did 
not come to it, but walked on paſt 
it, unknowing of his riſk. It was 


afterwards found out that he was one 


of the Highland army, who was 
himſelf in danger. Had he come 
to them, they were reſolved to diſ- 
patch him; for, as Malcolm ſaid to 
me, 44 We could not keep him with 
us, and we durſt not let him go. 
In ſuch a ſituation, I would have 
ſhot my brother, if 1 had not been 
ſure of him.”—John McKenzie was 
at Raſay's houſe, when we were 
there *. About eighteen years be- 
fore, he hurt one of his legs when 
dancing, and being obliged to have 
it cut of, he now was going about 
with a wooden leg. The ftory of 


his being a member of Parliament is 


not yet forgotten. 1 took him out 
a little way from the houſe, and 
gave him a ſhilling to drink Raſay's 


health, and led him into a detail of 
the particulars which I have juſt re- 


lated. — With leſs foundation, ſome 
writers have traced the idea of a 
parliament, and of the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution, in rude and early times. 
I was curious to know if he had real- 
ly heard, or underſtood, any thing 
of that ſubject, which, had he been 


a greater man, would probably have 


This old Scontſh member of parliament, I am informed, is {li living 


£1985)» 
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been eagerly maintained. Why, 
John, (ſaid I) did you think the 
king ſhould be controuled by a par- 
liament ? '——He anſwered, «< I 
thought, fir, there were many voices 
againſt one.? 

The converſation then turning on 
the times, the Wanderer ſaid, that, 
to be ſure, the life he had led of late 
was a very hard one; but he would 
rather live in the way he now did 
for ten years, than fall into the 
hands of his enemies. The gentle- 
men aſked him, whathe thought his 
enemies would do with him, ſhould 
he have the misfortune to fall into 
their hands. He ſaid, he did not 
believe they would dare to take his 
life publicly, but he dreaded being 


privately deſtroyed by poiſon or 


aſſaſſination.— He was very particu- 
lar in his inquiries about the wound 
which Dr. Macleod had received at 
the battle of Culloden, from a ball, 


which entered at ane ſhoulder, and 


went croſs to the other. The doctor 
happened fill to have on the coat 


which he wore on that occahon. He 


mentioned, that he himſelf had his 
horſe ſhot under him at Culloden; 
that the ball hit the horſe about two 
inches from his knee, and made him 
ſo unruly that he was obliged to 
change him for another. He thiew 
out {ome reflections on the conduct. 
of the diſaſtrous affair at Culloden, 
ſaying, however, that perhaps it 
was raſh in him to do ſo.— ] am now 
convinced that his ſuſpicions were 
groundleſs ; for I have had a good 
deal of converſation upon the ſub- 
ject with my very worthy and inge- 


nious friend, Mr. Andrew Lumiſ- 


den, who was under ſecretarv ta 


Prince Charles, and afterwards prin- 


A 


6 


cipal 
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cipal ſetretary to his father at Rome, 
who, he aſſured me, was perfectly 
ſatisfied both of the abilities and 
honour of the generals who com- 
manded the Highland army on that 
occaſion. Mr. Lumiſden has writ- 
ten an account of the three battles in 
1745-6, at once accurate and claſ- 
fical ——Talking of the different 


Highland corps, the gentlemen who 


were preſent wiſhed to have his opi- 
nion Which were the beſt ſoldiers. 
He ſaid, he did not like compariſons 
_ thoſe corps: they were all 
He told his conduQors, he did 
not think it adviſeable to remain long 
in any one place, and that he ex- 


pected a French ſhip to come for him 


to Lochbroom, among the Macken- 
zies. 


Lochbroom, though the diſtance was 
fifteen leagues coaſtwiſe. 
thought this would be too dangerous, 


and defired that at any rate they 


might firſt endeavour to obtain in- 
telligence. Upon which young Ra- 
ſay wrote to his friend, Mr. M Ken- 
zie of Applecroſs, but received an 
anſwer, that there was no appear- 
ance of any French ſhip. 

It was therefore reſolved that they 
mould return to Sky, which they 
did, and landed in Strath, where 
they repoſed in a cow-houſe belong- 
ing to Mr. Niccolſon of Scorbreck. 
The ſea was very rough and the 
boat took in a good deal of water. 
The Wanderer aſked if there was 
danger, as he was not uſed to ſuch 
2 veſſel. 
was not, he ſung an Erſe ſong with 
much vivacity, He had by this 


time acquired a good deal of the 
Erſe language. | 

Young Raſay was now diſpatched 
to where Donald Roy was, that they 


It then was propoſed to carry 
him in one of Malcolm's boats to 


But he 


Upon being told there 


- 
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might get all the intelligence they 
could ; and the Wanderer, with 
much earneſtneſs, charged Doctor 
Macleod to have a boat ready, at a 
certain place about ſeven miles off, 
as he ſaid he intended it ſhould car. 
ry him upon a matter of great con- 
ſequence; and gave the doctor a 
caſe, containing a ſilver ſpoon, 
knife, and fork, ſaying, keep you 
that till I ſee you, which the doc- 
tor underſtood to be two days from 
that time. But all theſe orders were 
only blinds; for he had another plan 
in his head, but wiſely thought it 
ſafeſt to truſt his ſecrets to no more 
perſons than was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary. Having then defired Malcolm 
to walk with him a little way from 
the houſe, he ſoon opened his mind, 
ſaying, I deliver myſelf to you. 
Conduct me to the laird of M*Kin- 
non's country.” — Malcolm objected 
that it was very dangerous, as ſo 
many parties of ſoldiers were in 
motion. He anſwered, There is 
nothing now to be done without dan- 
ger.“ He then ſaid, that Malcolm 
mult be the maſter, and he the ſer- 
vant ; ſo he took the bag, in which 
his linen was put up, and carried it 
on his ſhoulder ; and obſerving that 
his waiſtcoat, which was of ſcarlet 
tartan, with a gold twiſt button, 
was finer than Malcolm's, which 
was of a plain ordinary tartan, he 
put on Malcolm's waiſtcoaſt, and 
gave him his; remarking at the 
{ame time, that it did not look well 
that the ſervant ſhould be better 


dreſſed than the maſter. 


Malcolm, though an excellent 
walker, found himſelf excelled by 
Prince Charles, who told him, he 
ſhould not much mind the parties 
that were looking for him, were he 
once but a muſket-ſhot from them; 
but that he was ſomewhat lay 

| of 
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ofthe Highlanders who were againſt 
him. He was well uſed to walking 
in Italy in purſuit of game; and he 


was even now ſo keen a ſportſman, 


that, having obſerved jome par- 
ridges, he was going to take a 
mot; but Malcolm cautioned him 
againſt it, obſerving that the firing 
might be heard by the tenders who 
were hovering upon the coaſt, 

As they proceeded through the 
mountains, taking many a circuit to 
avoid any houſes, Malcolm, to try 
his reſolution, aſked him what they 
ſhould do, ſhould they fall in with 


a party of ſoldiers : he anſwered, 


* 


« Fight, to be ſure! Having aſk- 


ed Malcolm if he ſhould be known 


ia his preſent dreſs, and Malcolm 
having replied he would, he ſaid, 


« Then I'll blacken my face with 
powder.“ That (ſaid Malcolm) 


would diſcover you at once.“ — 
« Then (ſaid he) I muſt be put in 
the greateſt diſhabille poſſible.“ So 
he pulled off his wig, tied a hand- 
kerchief round his head, and put his 


night-cap over it, tore the ruffles 


from his ſhirt, took the buckles out 
of his ſhoes, and made Malcolm 
faſten them with ſtrings; but ſtill 
Malcolm thought he would be 
known. IJ have ſo odd a face, 


(aid he) that no man ever ſaw me 


but he would know me again.“ 

He ſeemed unwilling to give cre- 
dit to the horrid narrative of men 
being maſſacred in cold blood, after 
victory had declared for the army 
commanded by the Duke of Cum- 
berland. He could not allow him- 
ſelf to think that a general could be 
o barbarous. 


When they came within two miles 


of MKinnon's houſe, Malcolm 
axed if he choſe to ſee the laird. 
No, (ſaid he) by no means. I 


now McKinnon to be as good and 


Vot. XXVII. 
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as honeſt a man as a ny in the world » 
but he is not fit fo r my purpoſe at 


preſent. You muſ+ conduct me to 
jome other houſe :; but let it be a 


gentleman's houſe.” Malcolm then 


determined that they ſhould go to 


the houſe of his Brother- in- law, Mr. 


John McKinnon, and from thence 
be conveyed to the main land of 
Scotland, and claim the aſſiſtance of 
Macdonald o f Scothouſe. The Wan- 
derer at firſt objected to this, becauſe 
Scothouſe vyas couſin to a perſon of 


whom he had ſuſpicions. But he 


acquieſcec] in Malcolm's opinion. 
When they were near Mr. John 
M-Kinnon's houſe, they met a man 


of the name of Roſs, who had been 
a private ſoldier in the Highland 


army. He fixed his eyes ſteadily 
on the Wanderer in his diſguiſe, and 
having at once recognized him, he 


clapped his hands, and exclaimed, 
„Alas! is this the caſe?” Finding 


that there was now a diſcovery, 
Malcolm aſked, What's to be 
done ?*? ce Swear him to ſecrecy,” 
anſwered Prince Charles. Upon 
which Malcolm drew his dirk, and 
on the naked blade made him take 
a ſolemn oath, that he would ſay 
nothing of his having ſeen the Wan- 
derer, till his eſcape ſhould be made 
public. 

Malcolm's ſiſter, whoſe houſe they 


reached pretty early in the morning, 


aſked him who the perſon was that 
was along with him. He ſaid, it 


was one Lewis Caw, from Crieff, 
who being a fugitive like himſelf, 
for the ſame reaſon, he had engaged 


him as his ſervant, but that he had 


fallen ſick. ©* Poor man! (ſaid 


ſhe) I pity him. At the ſame time 
my heart warms to a man of his 
appearance.” — Her huſband was 
gone a little way from home ; but 
was expected every minute to re- 
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turn. She ſet down to her brother 
a plentifal Highland breakfaſt, 
Prince Charles acted the ſervant 
very well, ütting at a reſpe ful 
diſtance, with his bonnet off. Mal- 
colm then ſaid to him, „Mr. Caw, 
you have as much need of this as I 
have ; there 1s enough for us both : 
you had better draw nearer, and 
{ſhare with me.” —Upoa which he 
roſe, made a profound bow, fat 
down at table with his ſuppoſed maſ- 
ter, and eat very heartily, After 
this there came in an old woman, 
who, after the mode of ancient hoſ- 
pitality, brought warm water, and 
waſhed Maicolm's feet. He defired 
her to waſh the feet of the poor 
man who attended him. She at 
firſt ſeemed averſe to this, from 
pride, as thinking him beneath her; 
and in the periphraſtick language 
of the Highlanders and the Iriſh, 
ſaid warmly, © Though I waſh 
your father's ſon's feet, why ſhould 
J waſh his father's ſon's feet?“ — 
She was however perſuaded to do 
it. oF | 
They then went to bed, and ſlept 
for ſome time; and when Malcolt 
awaked, he was told that Mr. John 
McKinnon, his brother-in-law, was 
in ſight, He ſprang out to talk to 
him before he ſhould ſce Prince 
Charles. Aſter ſaluting him, Mal- 
colm, pointing to the ſea, ſaid, 
«© What, John, if the prince ſhould 
be a priſoner on board one of thoſe 
tenders ?” Gop forbid!" re- 
_ John.—** What if we had 
him here?” ſaid Malcolm. —« I 
wiſh we had, (anſwered John) we 
ſhould take care of him.” “ Well, 
John, (ſaid Malcolm) he is in your 
houfe.” —Joha, in a tranſport of 
Joy, wanted to run directly in, and 
pay his obeiſance; but Malcolm 
Ropped him, ſaying, Now is your 
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time to behave well, and do no- 


thing that can diſcover him.“ _ 


John compoſed himſelf, and having 
ſent way all his ſervants upon dif. 
ferent errands, he was introduced 
into the preſence of his gueſt, and 
was then deſired to go and get ready 
a boat lying near his houſe, which, 


though but a ſmall leaky one, they 


reſolved to take, rather than g 
to the laird of M Kinnoh. John 
M<*Kinnon however thought other. 
wiſe; and upon his return told them, 
that his chief and lady M Kinnon 
were coming in the laird's boat. 
Prince Charles ſaid to his truſty 


Malcolm, © I am ſorry for this, 


but muſt make the beſt of it.”— 


McKinnon then walked up from 


the ſhore, and did homage to tbe 
Wanderer. His lady waited in a 
cave, to which they all repaired, 
and were entertained with cold meat 


and wine.-Mr. Malcolm M*Leod 
being now ſuperſeded by the laird 


of M:Kinnon, defired leave to te- 
turn, which was granted him, and 


Prince Charles wrote a ſhort note, 
which he ſubſcribed James T nomp/in, 


informing his friends that he had 
got away from Sky, and thanking 
them for their . kindneſs; and he 
deſired this might be ſpeedily con- 


veyed to young Raſay and Dr. 


Macleod, that they might not wait 
longer in expectation of ſeeing bin 
again. He bade a cordial adien to 
Malcolm, and inſiſted on his ac- 
cepting of a filyer ſtock- buckle, 
and ten guineas from his purſe, 
though, as Malcolm told me, it did 


not appear to contain above forty 


Malcolm at firſt begged to be excul 
ed, ſaying, that he had a few gu- 
neas at his ſervice; but Prince 
Charles anſwered, ** You will have 
need of money. I ſhall get enoug 


” 


when I come upon the main * 


Ur. 
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The laird of McKinnon then con- 
veyed him to the oppoſite coaſt of 
Knoidart. Old Rafay, to whom 
intelligence had been ſent, was 
crofling at the ſame time to Sky; 
but as they did not know of each 
other, and each had apprehenſions, 
the two boats kept aloof. 

Theſe are the particulars which 
I have collected concerning the ex- 
traordinary concealment and eſcapes 


of Prince Charles, in the Hebrides. 
He was often in imminent danger. 
The troops traced him from the 


Long Iſland, acroſs Sky, to Portree, 
but there loſt him.“ | 


Curious Remarks concerning the Sa- 
dages of North America. By 
Dr. B. Franklin. | | 


\ HE Indian men, when 


XL young, are hunters and 


Warriors; when old, counſellors ; 
for all their government is by the 


counſel or advice of the ſages; there 
is no force, there are no priſons, no 


_ officers to compel obedience, or 


inflict puniſhment. Hence they ge- 
nerally ſtudy oratory; the beſt 
ſpeaker having the moſt influence, 


The Indian women till the ground, 


dreſs the food, nurſe and bring up 
the children, and preſerve and hand 
down to poſterity the memory of 
public tranſactions. Theſe employ - 
ments of men and women are ac- 
counted natural 'and honourable, 
Having few artificial wants, they 
have abundance of leiſure for im- 
provement by conyerſation. Our 
laborious manner of life, compared 
with theirs, they eſteem ſlaviſh and 
baſe; and the learning on which 
we value ourſelves, they regard as 


frivolous and uſeleſs. 1 5 Oye 


\ 
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Having frequent occaſions to hold 
public councils, they have acquired 
great order and decency in conduct- 
ing them. The old men fit in the 
foremoſt ranks, the warriors in the 
next, and the women and children 
in the hindmoſt. The buſineſs of 
the women is to take exact notice of 
what paſſes, imprint it in their me- 
mories, for they have no writing, 
and communicate it to their chil- 
dren. They are the records of the 
council, and they preſerve tradition 


of the ſtipulations in treaties a hun- 


dred years back; which, when we 
compare with our writings, we al- 
ways find exact. He that would 
ſpeak, riſes, The reſt obſerve a 
profound filence. When he has fi- 
niſhed, and fits down, they l-ave 
him five or fix minutes to recolleR, 


that if he has omitted any thing he 


intended to ſay, or has any thing to 
add, he may riſe again, and deliver 
it. To interrupt another, even in 
common converſation, 1s reckoned 
highly indecent. . 

The politeneſs of theſe Savages 


in converſation, is, indeed, carried 


to exceſs; ſince it does not permit 
them to contradict, or deny the truth 
of what is aſſerted in their preſence, 


By this means they indeed avoid diſ- 
putes; but then it becomes difficult 
to know their minds, or what im- 
preſſion you make upon them. The 


miſſionaries Who have attempted to 
convert them to chriſtianity, all 
complain of this as one of the great 


difficulties of their miſſion. The 


Indians hear with patience the truths 
of the goſpel explained to them, 
and give their uſual tokens of aſſent 


and approbation: you would think 


they were convinced. No ſuch mat- 
ter; it is mere civility. 

A Swediſh winiſter having al- 

I 2 ſembled 
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ſembled the chiefs of tbe Saſque- 
hanah Indians, made a ſermon to 
them, acquainting them with the 
principal hiſtorical fads on which 
our religion is founded; ſuch as 
the fail of our firſt parents by eat- 
ing an apple; the coming of Chriſt 
to repair the miſchief; his mira- 


diles, and ſuffering, &c — When he 


had finiſhed, an Indian orator ſtood 
up to thank him. What you 
% have told us,“ fays he, is all 
very good. It is indeed bad to 


cc 
ce 


cc 


them all into cyder. We are 
«© much obliged by your kindneſs 
*in coming ſo far, to tell us thoſe 
things which you have heard from 
your mothers, In return, I will 
<6 tell you ſome of thoſe we have 
© heard from ours. 5 

* In the beginning, our fathers 
«© had only the fleſh of animals to 
* ſubliſt on; and if their hunting 

was unſucceſsful, they were ſtarv- 
ing. Two of our young hunters 
having killed a deer, made a fire 
in the woods to broil ſome parts 


Fc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
«cc 


cc 


*« ſatisfy hunger, they beheld a 
beautiful young woman deſcend 
% from the clouds, and ſeat herſelf 
«© on that hill which you ſee yonder 
« ſaid to each other, it is a ſpirit 
cc 


ing veniſon, and wiſhes to eat of 


it: let us offer ſome to her. They 
preſented her with the tongue: 
«© ſhe was pleaſed with the taſte of 
it, ard ſaid, your kindneſs ſhall 
be rewarded. Come to this place 
after thirteen moons, and you 
will find ſomething that will be 
of great benefit in nouriſhing you 
and your chileren to the lateſt 
generations. They did fo, and to 
their ſurpriſe, ſound plants they 


cc 


cc 


eat apples. It is better to make 


of it. When they were about to 


e among the Blue Mountains. They 


that perhaps has ſmelt our broil- 


© had never ſeen before; but 
which, from that antient time, 


among. us, to our great advan- 
tage. Where her right hand had 
touched the ground, they found 
© maize; where her left hand had 
e touched it, they found kidney- 
*© beans; and where her backſide 
had ſat on it they found tobac- 
% co.“ The good miſſionary, dil. 
ouſted with this idle tale, ſaid, 
„What 1 delivered to you were 
% ſacred truths; but what you tell 
«© me is mere fable, fiction, and 
& falſehood,” The Indian offend- 
ed, replied, “ My brother, it 
« ſeems your friends have not done 


c you juſtice in your education; 


© they have not well inſtructed ycu 
in the rules of common civility, 
« You ſaw that we, who underſtand 
« and practiſe thoſe rules, believed 
«« all your ſtories, why do you re- 
4 fuſe to believe ours?“ | 
When any of them come into our 
towns, our people are apt to croud 
round them, gaze upon them, and 
incommode them where they deſire 
to be private; this they eiteem 


great rudeneſs, and the effect of the 
want of inſtruction in the rules of 
civility and good- manners. We 


% have,” ſay they, „as much cu- 
« riofity as you, and when you come 
* into our towns, we wiſh for oppor- 


« tunities of looking at you; but 


& for this purpoſe we hide ourſelves 


* behind buſhes where you are to 
„ paſs, and never intrude ourſelves | 


5 into your company.“ 

Their manner of entering one 
another's villages has likewiſe its 
rules. It is reckoned uncivil in 
travelling ſtrangers to enter a village 
abruptly, without giving notice of 
their approach. Therefore, as ſoon 
as they arrive within hearing, 105 

| ſtop 


have been conſtantly cultivated 
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top and hollow, remaining there began to flag, the Indian, to conti- 
till invited to enter. J'wo old men nue it, faid, «© Conrad, you have 
_ uſually come out to them, and lead *“ lived long among the white peo- 
them in. There is in every village “ ple, and know ſomething of their 


a vacant dwelling, called the ſtran- „“ cuſtoms ; I have been ſometimes 


gets houſe. Here they are placed, 
while the old men go round from 


hut to hut, acquainting the inhabi- 


tants that ſtrangers are arrived, who 
are probably hungry and weary ; 
and every one ſends them what he 
can {pare of victuals, and ſkins to re- 
pole on. When the firangers are 
refreſhed, pipes and tobacco are 


brought ; and then, but not before, 


converſation begins, with enquiries 
who they are, whither bound, what 
news, &c. and it uſually ends with 
offers of ſervice ; if the ſtrangers 


nave occaſion for guides, or any ne- 
ceſſaries tog continuing their jour- 
ney ; and nothing is exacted for the 


entertainment. 1 

The ſame hoſpitality, eſteemed 
among them as a principal virtue, 
is practiſed by private perſons ; of 
which Conrad Weiſer, our inter- 
preter, gave me the following in- 
tance. tle had been naturalized 
among the Six Nations, and ſpoke 
well the Mohock language. In go- 
ing through the Indian country, to 


carry a meſſage from our governor 


to the council at Onondaga, he 
called at the habitation of Canaſſe- 
tego, an old acquaintance, who em- 
braced him, ſpread furs for him to 
tit on, placed before him ſome boil- 
ed beans and veniſon, and mixed 


ſome rum and water for his drink. 
When he was well refreſhed, and 


had lit his pipe, Canaſſetego began 
to converſe with him: aſked how he 
had fared the many years fince they 
had ſeen each other, whence he then 
came, what had occaſioned the jour- 
ney, &c. Conrad anſwered all his 


queſtions ; and when the diſcourſe 


cc 


cc 


at Albany, and have obſerved, 
that once in ſeven days they ſhut 
up their ſhops, and aſſemble all 
in the great houſe ; tell me what 
it is for ?—Whar do they do 
there?“ „ They meet there,“ 


ſays Conrad, © to hear and learn 


4 6 


good rhings.“ ] do not doubt,“ 


ſays the Indian, ** that they tell 
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you ſo; they have told me the 
ſame: but I doubt the truth of 
what they ſay, and I will tell 
you my reaſons. I went lately 
:0 Albany to fell my ſkins, and 
buy blankets, knives, powder, 
rum, &c. You know I gene- 
rally uſed to deal with Hans 
Hanſon ; but I was a little in- 
clined this time to try ſome other 
merchants, However, 1 called 
firſt upon Hans, and aſked him 
what he would give for beaver, 
He ſaid he could not give more 
than four ſhillings a pound : but, 
ſays he, I cannot talk on buſineſs 
now ; this is the day when we 
meet together to learn good things, 
and I am going to the meeting. 
So I thought to myſelf, ſince I. 
cannot do any buſineſs to-day, I 
may as well go to the meeting 
too; and I went with him.— 
There ſtood up a man in black, 
and began to talk to the people 
very angrily. I did not under- 
ſtand what he ſaid ; but perceiv- 
ing that he looked much at me 
and at Hanſon, I imagined he was 
angry at ſeeing me there; ſo I 
went out, ſat down near the 
houſe, ſtruck fire, and lit my 

ipe, waiting till the meeting 
| ſhould break up. I thought too, 
I 3 | te that 
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that the man had mentioned ſome. 


thing of beaver, and I ſuſpected 
it might be the ſubjeR of their 
meeting. So when they came 
out, Iaccoſted my merchant. — 
Well, Hans, ſays I, I hope you. 
have agreed to give more than 
four ſhillings a pound?“ © No, 
ſays he, I cannot give ſo much, 


] cannot give more than three 


ſhillings and fix-pence.”” I then 
ſpoke to ſeveral other dealers, 
but they all ſung the ſame ſong, 
three and ſix- pence, three and ſix- 
pence, This made it clear to me 
that my ſuſpicion was right; and 
that whatever they pretended of 
meeting to learn good things, the 
real pur poſe was, Jo conſult how 


to cheat Indians in the price of 


beaver. Conſider but a little, 
Conrad, and you muſt be of my 
opinion. 
learn good things, they certainly 
would have learned fome before 
this time. 
norant. You know our practice. 
IF a white man, in travelling 
through cur country, enters one 
of our cabins, we all treat him as 
I treat you; we dry bim if he is 


wet, we warm him if he is cold, 


and give him meat and drink, 
that he may alley his thirſt and 
kunger ; and we ſpread ſoft furs 
for him to reſt ana ſleep on: we 
demand nothing in return. But 


if I go into a white man's houſe 


at Albany, and aſk for victuals 
and drink, they ſay, Where is 


your money? Andifl have none, 


they ſay, Get out, you Indian dog. 
Yeu ice they have not yet learned 
thoſe little good things, that we 


need no meeting to be inſtructed the knoot *: 


If they met ſo often to 


But they are ſtill ig- 


them to us when we were chil- 
dren; and therefore it is impoſh- 
ble their meetings ſhould be, as 
they ſay, for any ſuch purpoſe, or 


«© have any ſuch effect: they are 


only to contrive he cheating « 
Indians in the price of beaver,” 


— 


Short Account of the Penal Laws of 
Ruſlia—Deſcriprion of the Puniſh. 
ment called the Knoot—T he Em- 
preſs's Anſwers 10 Mr. Coxe's 
Queries on the State of the Ruſſian 
Priſons —T he Outlines of the new 
Cade of Laws eſtabliſbed by her at 
her Acceſſion. Extracted from Vol. II. 
of Travels into Poland, Ruſſia, 
Sweden, aud Denmark, by Wil- 
ham Coxe, A. M. F. R. S. &c. 


INE morning, as I was caſually 


ftrolling through the ſtreets of 


St. Peterſburgh, near the market- 
place, I obſerved a vaſt crowd of 
people flocking to one particular 
ſpot. Upon enquiring of my Ruſ- 
lian ſervant the cauſe of this con- 
courſe, he informed me, that the 
multitude was aſſembled in order to 
ſee a felon, who had been convicted 
of murder, receive the knoot. Al- 
though I naturally ſhuddered at the 
very idea of being a ſpectator of the 
agones of a fellow-creature, yet 
my curioſity overcame my feelings. 
With the aſſiſtance of my ſervant, I 
penetrated through the crowd, and 
aſcended the roof of a wooden houſe 
of one ſtory, from whence J had a 
diſtinct view of the dreadful opera- 
tion, which was already begun. 
The executioner held in his band 
this inſtrument is 2 

thong, 


The following are the exact dimenſions and weight of a knoot, which J pro- 


cured in Ruſſia, and which is now in my poſſeſſion. 


| Length 


in, becauſe our mothers taught 


thong, about the thickneſs of a crown 

iece, and about three quarters of an 
inch broad, and rendered extremely 
hard by a peculiar kind of prepara- 
tion: it is tied to a thick plaited 
whip, which is connected, by means 
of an iron ring, with a ſmall piece 
of leather that acts like a {pr 710g, and 
is faltened to a ſhort wooden han- 
dle. 

The executioner, before every 
ſtroke, receded a few paces, and at 
the ſame time drew back the hand 
which held the knoo! ; then, bound- 
ing forwards, he applied the flat end 
of the thong with confiderable force 
to the naked back of the criminal in 
a perpendicular line, reaching fix or 
feven inches from the collar towards 
the waiſt, He began by hitting the 
right ſhoulder, and continued his 


ſtrokes parallel to each other quite 
to the left ſhoulder ; nor ceaſed till 


he had inflicted 333 laſhes, the num- 
ber preſcribed by the ſentence. At 
the concluſion of this terrible opera- 
tion, the noſtrils of the criminal 


were torn with pincers, his face 


marked with a hot iron, and he was 
re- conducted to priſon, in order to 
be tranſported to the mines of Ner- 
minſk, in Siberia. 

As ſeveral authors have errone- 
ouily deſcribed or exaggerated the 
puniſhment of the knoot, I have 
been thus particular in relating what 
fell under my enen: and 1 
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cuted ; but by an edi 


119 
ſhall take this opportunity of throw- 
ing together a few remarks upon ing 
penal laws of Ruſſia, 
By the ancient ſtatutes, feions, as 
well as traitors, were publicly cxe- 
& of the em- 
preſs Elizabeth, certain corporal 
penalties were, in caſes of felony, 
ſubſlituted in the room of capital 
ſentences, a circumitance peculiar 
to the Ruſſian code. 
Accorging to the preſent penal 
Jaws, offenders are puniſhed in the 
following manner. Perſons con- 


victed of high treaſon are either be- 


headed or impriſoned for life. Fe- 
lons, after receiving the knoot, hav- 
ing their noſtrils torn, and their faces 
marked, as I have jult deſcribed, are 
condemned for lite to work in the 
mines of Nerſhinſs, Petty offend- 
ers are either whipped “, tranſported 
into Siberia as coloniſts, or ſentenced 
to hard labour for a ſtated period. 
Among the coloniſts are inciuced 
peaſants, who may be arbitrarily 
conſigned by their maſters to baniſh- 
ment . | 
All theſe perſons, felons and others, 
are tranſported in fpriug and autumn 
from different parts of the Nuſfian 
dominions. They travel part of the 
way by water, and part by land; are 
Chained in pairs, and faliencd to a 
long rope: at night they are carried 
to different cottages, and guarded 
by the ſoldiers who en them. 


Lanark, of the thong 2 feet ; breadth of the top Z of an inch; at the bottom 3. 
— Thickneſs 3.—Length of che ploited whip 2 feet Circumference of ditto 24 
inches. Diameter of the ring 1 inch and 3. —Length of the leather ſpring x inch 
and 3.—Length of the handle 1 foot 25 inches, —Leng:h of the whole 5 feet 
5 inches and z.— Weight 11 ounces. 

The reader will judge of the great force which the {kilfal executioner can give 
to this inſtrument, when informed, that if he receives a private order, he can dil- 
patch the criminal by ſtriking him two or three blows upon the ribs, 

* There are three inſtruments for whipping in Ruſſia: the knoot, the hn 
and the plett, both of which latter are a kind of cat-o'-nine-tails. 

+ Their maſters are empowered to inflict this puniſhment, only * the 
cauſe of the offence. | 

I 4 When 
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chat the man had mentioned ſome- 
thing of beaver, and I ſuſpected 


it might be the ſubject of their 
meeting. So when they came 
out, I accoſted my merchant. — 
Well, Hans, ſays I, I hope you 
have agreed to pive more than 
four ſhillings a pound ?*? © No, 
ſays he, 1 cannot give ſo much, 
] cannot give more than three 


' ſhillings and fix-pence.?” I then 
ſpoke to ſeveral other dealers, 


but they all ſung the ſame ſong, 
three and ſix- pence, three and ſix- 
pence, This made it clear to me 


that my ſuſpicion was right; and 


that whatever they pretended of 
meeting to learn good things, the 
real purpoſe was, Jo conſult how 
to cheat Indians in the price of 
beaver. | 


opinion. If they met ſo often to 
learn good things, they certainly 
would have learned fome before 
this time. But they are ſtill ig- 
norant, You know our practice. 
IF a white man, in travelling 
through cur country, enters one 
of our cabins, we all treat him as 
1 treat you; we dry bim if he is 
wet, we warm him if he is cold, 
and give him meat and drink, 


that he may alley his thirſt and 


hunger; and we ſpread ſoft furs 
for him to reſt and fleep on: we 
de mand nothing in return. 


at Albany, and aſk for victuals 
and drink, they ſay, Where is 


your money? And if I have none, 


they ſay, Get out, you Indian dog. 
Ycu ice they have not yet learned 
thoſe little good things, that we 
need no meeting to be inſtructed 


Conſider but a little, 
Conrad, and you muſt be of my 


But 


if I go into a white man's houſe 


ce 


them to us when we were chil- 
aren ; and therefore it is impoſh- 
«« ble their meetings ſhould be, as 
they ſay, for any ſuch purpoſe, or 
* have any ſuch effect: they are 
only to contrive zhe cheating « 
& Indians in the price of beaver,” - 


—— 
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Short Account of the Penal Laws of 
Ruſſia - Deſcription of the Puniſh. 
ment called the Knoot—T he Em- 
preſs's Anfwwvers io Mr. Coxe's 
Queries on the State of the Ruſſian 
Priſons —T he Outlines of the new 
Code of Laws eſtabliſbed by her at 
Her Acceſſion. Eætracted from Vol. II. 
of Travels into Poland, Ruſſia, 
Sweden, and Denmark, by Wil- 

liam Coxe, A. M. F. R. S. &c. 


NE morning, as I was caſually 


ſtrolling through the ſtreets of 
St. Peterſburgh, near the market- 
place, I obſerved a vaſt crowd of 
people flocking to one particular 
ſpot. Upon enquiring of my Ruſ- 
lian ſervant the cauſe of this con- 
courſe, he informed me, that the 
multitude was aſſembled in order to 
ſee a felon, who had been convicted 
of murder, receive the knoot. Al- 
though I naturally ſhuddered at the 
very idea of being a ſpectator of the 
agories of a fellow-creature, yet 


my curioſity overcame my feelings. 


With the afſiſtance of my ſervant, I 
penetrated through the crowd, and 
aſcended the roof of a wooden houſe 
of one ſtory, from whence I had a 
diſtinct view of the dreadful opera- 
tion, which was already begun. 
The executioner held in his band 


the knoot *: this inſtrument is 2 


thong, 


The following are the exact dimenſions and weight of a knootz which J pro- 


cured in Ruſſia, and which is now in my poſſeſſion. 


in, becauſe our mothers taught 


Lengt® 


dle. 


thong, about the thickneſs of a crown 
piece, and about three quarters of an 
inch broad, and rendered extremely 
hard by a peculiar kind of prepara- 
tion: it is tied to a thick plane 

whip, which 1s connected, by means 


of an tron ring, with a ſmall piece 


of leather that acts like a ſpring, and 
is faſtened to a ſhort. wooden han- 


The executioner, before every 
ſtroke, receded a few paces, and at 
the ſame time drew back the hand 


which held the knoo:; then, bound- 
ing forwards, he applied the flat end 


of the thong with conſiderable force 
to the naked back of the criminal in 


a perpendicular line, reaching fix or 


feven inches from the collar towards 
the waiſt, He began by hitting the 
rizht ſhoulder, and continued his 
ſtrokes parallel to each other quite 
to the left ſhoulder ; nor ceaſed till 


he had inflicted 333 laſhes, the num- 


ber preſcribed by the ſentence. At 


the concluſion of this terrible opera- 


tion, the nofirils of the criminal 
were torn with pincers, his face 
marked with a hot iron, and he was 
re-conducted to priſon, in order to 


be tranſported to the mines of Ner- 
think, in Siberia. 


As ſeveral authors have errone- 


oufly deſcribed or exaggerated the 
puniſhment of the knoor, I have 


been thus particular in relating what 
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| ſhall take this opportunity of throw- 


long rope: at night they are car! ied 
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ing together a few remarks upon the 
penal laws of Roſſia. 

By the ancient ſtatutes, felons, as 
well as traitors, were publicly exe- 
cated ; but by an edi of the em- 
preſs Elizabeth, certain corporal 
penalties were, in caſes of felony, 
ſubſtituted in the room of capital 
ſentences, a circumſtance peculiar 
to the Ruſſian code. BIN 


According to the preſent penal 


laws, offenders are puniſhed in the 
following manner. Perſons con- 
victed of high treaſon are either be- 


headed or impriſoned for life, Fe- 


Jons, after receiving the knoot, hav- 
ing their noſtrils torn, and their faces 
marked, as I have juſt deſcribed, are 
condemned for lite to work in the 


mines of Nerſhinſs, Petty offend- 


ers are either whipped *, tranſported 


into Siberia as coloniſts, or ſentenced 
to hard labour for a ſtated period, 
Among the coloniſts are included 


peaſants, who may be arbitrarily 


conſigned by their maſters to banjſh- 


ment . | 

All theſe perſons, felons and others, 
are tranſported in ſpriug and autumn 
from different parts of the Kuſſfian 
dominions. They travel part of the 
way by water, and part by land; are 
Chained in pairs, and faliencd to a 


to different cottages, and guarded 
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fell under my obſervation; and I by the ſoldiers who conduct them. 


Length of the thong 2 feet ; breadth of the top 4 of an inch; at the bottom I, 
—Thickneſs 4.—Length of the plaited whip 2 feet - Cucumference of ditto 24 
inches.—Diameter of the ring x inch and $.—Length of the leather ipring 1 inch 


and 4.—Length of the handle 1 foot 24 inches.—Length of the whole 5 feet 


5 inches and $.—Weight 11 ounces. _ nh ; : 
The reader will judge of the great force which the {kilfal executioner can give 

to this inſtrument, when informed, that if he receives a private order, he can dil- 

patch the criminal by ſtriking him two or three blows upon the ribs, 


* There are three inftruments for whipping in Ruflia: the knoot, the katze, 


and the plett, both of which latter are a kind of cat-o'-nine-tails, 


+ Their maſters are empowered to inflièt this puniſhment, only aſſigning the 
cauſe of: the offence. Res | ab 16 Os 
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When the whole troop arrive at To- 
bolſk, the governor aſſigus the colo- 
niſts who have been bred to. handi- 
.craft trades to different maſters in 
the town; others he diſpoſes as vaſ- 
ſals in the neighbouring country. 
The remainder of the coloniſts go on 
to Irkutſk, where they are diſpoſed 
of by the governor of that town in 
the ſame manner. The felons then 
proceed alone to the diſtrict of Ner- 
fhinſk ; where they are condemned 
to work in the ſilver mines, or at the 
different forges.” 


The Enpreſs's Anſwers to Mr. Coxe's 
Queries on the State of the Ruſſian 
Priſons. 9 5 | 


cc According to the plan I laid 


down, I viſited the Ruſſian priſons at 
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Moſcow and Peterſburgh, of which 1 


have already given an ample account 
in a former publication “. In this 
place I ſhalt only remark in general, 
that the empreſs, being informed of 
my reſearches in relation to priſons, 
with a condeſcenſion peculiar to her 
character, permitted me to deliver 
to count Ivan 'Tchernichef, vice. 
preſident of the admiralty, a liſt of 
queries, with reſpe& to ſome of which 
1 received information, by her or- 
ders, from her belt-informed gover- 
nors +, and others ſhe even conde- 
ſcended to anſwer herſelf, The lat- 
ter I ſhall here ſubjoin, with a full 
conviction, that obſervations even 
of leſs moment would be rendered 
acceptable by the authority of ſo 
diſtinguiſhed a character. 


| * Queries upon the Riſſian priſons, deli- 
. vered to the empreſs. 


1. 4s there any general plan for the 
conſtruction of priſons, and their inte- 


rior diftribution? and are they uſually 


frtuated in the ſuburbs, and near the 
running water ? | | 
2. What precautions are taken, in 
order to keep the priſons clean, and ts 
- prevent epidemical diftemper: ? 


3. 15 there a ſeparate infirmary for. 


| the fick ? 


4» Are pet! 'y offenders kept apart 


From the felons, and are the jelons alſo 
ſeparated from each other? 


cc 


ed 


Anſwers dictated by the empreſs to ber 


 fecretary, and ſent to the author. 


1. There has been hitherto no 
general plan for the conſtruction 
of priſons, nor rules for their diſ- 
tribution and ſituation, | 


cc 
cc 


«x 


2. © There is no more regula. 


tion for the cleanlineſs of the 
priſons, than for their conſtruc- 
tion and ſituation. By an abuſe 


cc 
cc 
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favourable to the priſoners, they 


« are in many places permitted to 


go to the baths. It is probable 


cc 


that the cold alone prevents epi- 
1% demical diſorders. 


3. © Not every where. 


4. Although it is preſcribe 
by the ancient laws that a ſelon, 
when he is ſentenced to death, 
ſhall be kept in a ſeparate room, 


cc 


cc 


* Account of the Priſons and Hoſpitals in Ruſſia, Sweden, and Denmark, &c. 
+ I have made uſe of theſe papers in the treatiſe mentioned in the laſt note. 
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« called 


d << it. 
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=, | « called the chamber of repentance, 
6 nevertheleſs, there are nowhere 


. „ chambers of that deſcription. 
8. Art the priſoners permitted to 5. „Every ſpecies of food is 


purchaſe ſpirituous liquors, and do the © ſold in the priſons, but the jailer 
jailers fell them ? 


«© cannot ſell ſpirituous liquors, and 


«© that for two reaſons: Firſt, be- 
«© cauſe ſpirituous liquors can only 
«© be fold by thoſe who farm the 
«© right of vending them from the 
«« crown; Secondly, what is very 
extraordinary, there are no jail- 
ers * to any of the priſons, al- 


64 though the laws make mention 


5 of them. * 
6. Are female criminals put in ©. The laws are filent upon 
yn, N «© this head. So that whenever 


«« this cuſtom is practiſed, it muſt 
«© be reckoned among thoſe innu- 
* merable abuſes, which ought to 
1 be aboblhed +.:- | 

7. Is the fate of criminals condemn- . 7. © Criminals condemned to 
id to hard labour ever mitigated in * public labour are tranſported : 
caſe of reformation ® Do they wear ** for murder they are branded in 
any badge of infamy, and is it taken ** the face with an hot iron, &c. 


La) 


away upon good behaviour © «© ſome are chained, others have 


c their noſtrils torn ; and, unleſs 


upon a general or particular am- 


„ neſty, they receive no mitigation. 


8. Are there fixed times and places 8. The laws ſettled indeed 
in the ſeveral provinces for the trial © certain times for this? purpoſe z 


of criminals ? «but, as a great quantity of differ- 


« ent affairs and trials were decided 


«© jn the ſame tribunal, the courts 
« of criminal juſtice were very di- 
« latory in their proceedings. 

«« See the manifeſto of 1775, at 


** the head of the Regulations f, 


& Kc.“ 


The priſoners are guarded by ſoldiers. oy 3 

+ The original paſſage, which is in the French language, does not admit of a 
:iteral tranſlation : 5 | 3 3 

„Les loix paſſent ſous ſilence ce point : ainſi ce que pourroit ſe faire à cet 
« égard peut etre comptẽ parmi l'inombrable quantite des abus. Ces abus ſont 
« pour la plupart autant de cloux qu'il faut tirer du corps politique de Fetat ou 
© on les trouve.“ 


Reglements de ſa Maj, Imp. pour I Adminiſtration des Gouvernements, &c. 
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| Ts found the Ruſſian code of laws a 
„% New Plan for the Ruſſian Priſons, rude and indigeſted chaos; and ſaw 
r to be introduced into each go- the immediate neceſſity of amending 
c vernment. and reforming it. The courts of 
1 juſtice were regulated by the ſtatutes 
1. © To divide the priſons into of Alexey Michzelovitch*, extreme. 
* civil and criminal. 2. The cri- ly defe&ive both as to order and 
« minal priſon ſhall be diſtributed preciſion, and by the 24¼ſee, or im- 
into three parts. The firſt, for perial mandates, iſſued by Peter and 
« criminals before and during trial; his fucceſiors, uncommonly nume- 
« the ſecond, for perſons ſentenced rous, and in many important points 
*« to confinement for a ſtated time; contradictory to each other. 
* and the third, for felons capitally The vaſt empire of Ruſſia was dif. 
« convicted, condemned to perpe- tributed into a jew extenſive govern- 
* tual impriſonment, or to the pub- ments: each government was ſub. 
* lic works. 3. Each part ſhall be divided into provinces, and each 
« ſeparated, one for the men, the province into diſtrifts, or circles, 
* other for the women. 4. There Over each government was appoint- 
« ſhall be an infirmary for ſick pri- ed a governor ; over the provinces 
. ſoners. 5. The priſon ſhall be a vayvode and his officers, who 
« conſtructed without the town, in formed a chancery; and over the 
« an airy ſituation, and near the diſtricts an inferior vayvode, or a 
cc water.“ 5 kind of juſtice of peace. The a- 
It cannot be otherwiſe than a ſab- buſes which reſulted from this diſtri- 
ject of pleaſing reflection to the bution are ſufficiently detailed in the 
reader, that this great princeſs thus following paſſage, from the mani- 
condeſcends to contemplate and al- feſto of the empreſs, prefixed to the 
leviate the ſufferings of even the firſt part of the new code +. 
wretched victims to public juſtice; We find that many governments 
but how much more will the vene- „ are not ſufficiently provided with 
ration for her be increaſed, when he tribunals or officers of juſtice in 
conſiders her as erecting the glorious e proportion to their extent; that 
ſuperſtructure of national happineſs „ not only the affairs of the treaſury 
on the firm baſis of equal legiſla- <* and of the police, but alſo the ci- 
tion! | « vil and criminal cavſes, are tried 
The empreſs, at her acceſſion, * in the ſame court in which the 
| | | 


* The earlieſt regular code of written laws was formed, in 1542, by Ivan Vat- 
filievitch II. from precedents and ancient cuſtoms. | 
The ſtatutes of Alexey Michaelovitch, alluded to in the text, were chiefly com- 
poſed from the above-mentioned code, from the mandates of the ſovereigns ſub- 
nt to Ivan Vaſſilievitch II. from the deciſions of the bojars, who in thoſe 
times preſided in the high courts of juſtice, and from the Byzantine laws or edicts 
iſlued by the Greek emperors of Conſtantinople. The new ſtatutes, compiled 
from theſe ſources, with a few additions, being in 1650 read in the tzar's pre- 
ſence, were printed, and a copy ſent into each province. | ; 
See Statuta Moſchovitica in Herberiteini Itin. in Moſchoviam z alſo Von Juſtiz- 
Weſen in Haygold's Beylagen, p. 379. | 
T Reglements de Catharipe II. &c. p. VII. 


« adminiſtration 


* 2 Lead ha aw, 
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« adminiſtration of government is 
« carried on. Nor are the provinces 
te and diſtricts in theſe ſame govern- 
ce ments leſs ſubject to ſi milar incon- 
«© veniencies, as the ſole chancery of 
« the vayvode is the only court which 
« has cognizance of ſo many and 


« ſuch different affairs. The diſor- 


« ders reſulting from theſe circum- 
« ſtances are but too cvident : on 
e one {id* delays, omilions, and 
« yexations, a'e the natural conle- 
&« quences of ſo incongruous and de- 
cc fective a conſtitution; where one 
&« buſineſs impedes another, and 
c where the impo!.bi1:y of termi- 
© nating matters io various in the 
& ſole chancery of ihe vavy. de, oc 


e caſions procraſtina ion, neglect of 


& duty, and admits only a partial 
ce diſpatch of buſineſs; on the other 
& fide, theſe deiavs generate chica- 


&© nery nd encourage the commiſ- 


© fjon of crimes, becauie the puniſh- 


c ment des not follow the tranſ- 


te gre mon of the lass with that ce- 


ce lerity which is neceſſary to repreſs 


« and ſtrike terror into offenders, 
« Whiſe the endleſs appea]ls“ from 
„ one court to another, are perpe- 


e tual obſtructions to juſtice.” | 
But the greateſt evil to the lower 


elaſs of people was derived from the 
enormous authority of the inferior 


vayvode, who, though uſually a per- 


} 


ſon of law birth, and totally ignorant 
of the laws, yet could not only im- 


ps puniſhment for petty offences, 
u 


t had even the power of orderin 
the knoot, of inflicting torture, 3 
of tranſporting to Siberia. Hence 
perſons ſuſpected of crimes were de- 
tained in priſon ſeveral years without 
being brought to a final trial; were 
applied to the torture without ſuffi- 
cient preofh, and frequently more 
than once. 

Many fovereigns ſubſequent to 
Alexey M chaelovitch, and particu- 
larly Feicr I had framed the pro- 


ject for amend ng and reforming the - 


Ruſfiar ;.;: prudence, but had never 
carried it jato execution: the com- 
pletion of nis arduous undertaking 
was reſerve for Catharine II. who, 


in 1767, ſummoned deputies to 
Moſcow from every part of her ex- 


tenſive dom; Fons, and having ap- 
pointed commiſſioners for compoſ- 


ing a rew cdę of laws, delivered to 


them her Grand Inſtructions +, which 
had been previouſly compoſed by 
her imperial majeſty in the true ſpi- 
rit of genuine legiſlation. In con- 
formity to theſe inſtructions, the 
firſt part of a new code made its 
appearance in 1775, and a ſecond 
part in 2780; and has been receiv- 
ed in many of the new governments 


into which the Ruſſiam empire has 


* The manifeſto of the empreſs enumerates the following inſtances of appeal in 
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tions, & c. printed by Jefferys, | 


the affairs relative to commerce, as well as all cauſes of merchants or burghers. 


A perſon, not content with the deciſion by oral judgment, could carry his 


© cauſe before the magiſtrate of the town, from whole {entence he might appeal 
&« to the magiſtrate of the province, from him ſucceſſively to the magiſtrate of the 
« government, to the ſuperior magiſtrate, and laſtly to the ſenate.“ Ibid, p. VIII. 


+ © InſtruQtions de Chatharine II. Pour la Commiſſion charge de dreſſer le 
Projet d'un Nouveau Code de Loix.” St. Pet. 1769. 


Theſe inſtructions have been tranſlated into moſt modern languages, and into 


Engliſh by Tatiſchef, a Ruſſian gentleman; to which is prefixed, a deſcription of : 
the manner of opening the commiſſion, with the order and rules for electing the 


commiſſioners appoined to frame a new code of laws. See The Grand Inſtruc- 


been 
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been lately divided. Many of the 
abuſes, as well thoſe above enume- 
Tated as others of no leſs moment, 
have been removed by theſe new in- 
ſtitutions; and many of them {till 
exiſting will be aboliſhed, if the em- 
preſs has time to complete the y 
TW. -- - ; 
As an ample detail of theſe regu- 
_ lations falls not within the compats 
of the preſent work, nor within the 
capacity of the author, it is to be 
hoped that the curioſity of the pub- 
lic will be in {ome meature gratified 
by the enumeration of the moſt 
ſtriking peculiarities in this extenſive 
plan; Which has changed and mo- 
dified tlie whole ſyttem of govern- 
ment. 


The empire, which had been di- 


vided by Peter the Great into nine 
extenſive governments, is now diſ- 
tributed into a larger number &, 


each upon an average containry. 


only from 3 to 400,060 ſouls. One 
or more of theſe governments is ſu- 
per-intended by a nameſinick, or 


Tord- lieutenant, and each of them 


has a vice governor, a council, civil 
and criminal courts of judicature, 
ſome cf whoſe members are appoint- 
ed by the n and the others 
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are choſen by the nobles. By this 
inſtitution Catherine has, in ſome 
inſtances, ſet bounds to her abſoiute 
prerogative, by diminiſhing the pow. 
er of thoſe tribunals which were on] y 
dependent upon the crown, by tran. 
ferrirg it to the nobles, and inveſting 
them with many adgitiona! privile- 
ges with reſpect to the adminiſtration 
of juſtice. As ſhe has introduced 
likewiſe into each government 
perior tribunals, whoſe decihee 1 
final, ſhe has prevented, L- : 
means, frequent appeats to t. 
perial colleges at Peterſburg 1 | 
Moſcow, which were attended w1 1 
conſiderable expence and delay. L. 
eſtabliſhing or ſeparating the diffe-. 
ent boards of finance, police, &c, 


from the courts of law, which before 


impeded each other by meeting in 
the ſame place, the has facilitated 
the diſpatch of buſineſs, and ren- 
dered the adminiſtration of juſtice 
more ſpeedy. She has increaled the 
ſalaries of the judges, who before, 
{rom the narrownels of their income, 
were neceſſarily expoſed to almoſt 
irreſiſtible temptations from bribery : 
cr, to uſe her own expreſſions to the 
judges, in her celebrated edict, 


oY Formerly your neceſſities might 


* The fi 1 provinces erected into governments, according to the new inſtitu- 


tion, were Tver and Smolenſco, in January 1776. 


Thoſe which have been 


ſince eſtabliſned, either before or during my relidence in Ruſſia, were in the fol- 


bowing order: 


Novogorod and Kaluga, in December 1776; Pleſcof, Yareſlat, 


and Tala i in Pecember 17775 Polotſk and Mo hitet, in May 1778; Reſan, Va- 
locliznir, Koltroma, and Orel, in December 1778. 


Ey the lateſt accounts trom Peterſburgh, the gov ernments were ranged i in the 


following manner: 

1. Moſcow. 2. Peterſh urgh. 
Pleſkof. 7. Smolenſko. 8. Molli. ef. 
12. Karkof. 13. Voronetz. 
luga. 18. Varoſlaf. 
nei Novogorod. 23. Viatka, 
Irkutfc. 23. Ufa. 29. Simbirſk. 
33. Aſtracan. 34. Azof. 
39. Tehernigof. 
gorod-Scverſcoi. 32 


19. Vologda. 


Orenburgh. 


W purgh. 


14. Tambot. 
2.0. Vladimir. 
24. Permia. 25. 
30. Caſan. 
35. New. Ruſha: 
39. Livonia, Or Riva, 


4. Tuer. 3 6. 
9. e 10. Otel, 11. Kurſk. 
„Kein. 16; Ful. 


21. Koſtroma. 


Tobolſk. 


22. Niſh- 
26. Kolyvan. 27. 
31. Penza. 33. Saratof. 
36. Little-Ruſſia. 37. Kiof. 
40. Eſthonia, or Reval. 41. Novo- 


% have 


17. Ka- 


2 


tt have induced you to be too atten- 


« tive to your own intereſts : your 
« country now pays your labours; 
« and what before might admit of 
« ſome excuſe, from this moment 
« becomes a crime.“ She has con- 
ſiderably increaſed the expences of 
the crown in each government “*, 
without increaſing the taxes; which 
ſhe has been enabled to perform by 
introducing a more regular order 
into the finances. $ 
To theſe regulations muſt be add- 
ed the abolition of torture; the 
ſettling the proper boundaries be- 
tween the ſeveral governments, 
which has prevented many diſſen- 
ſions and law-ſuits ; the appointment 
of regular phyſicians and ſurgeons, 
ſtationed in various diſtricts, at the 
crown's expence ; the foundation of 
ſchools for the education of the no- 


bility, others for children of perſons 


of inferior rank ; the eſtabliſhment 
or augmentation of new ſeminaries 
for thoſe 1ntended for holy orders; 
the erection of new bodies corporate, 
with additional immunities 3 the 
grant of freedom to numberleſs 
vaſlals of the crown; and facilitat- 
ing the means of giving liberty to 
eng ll 


1 ————. 


— 


Anecdote of the Ducheſs of Queenſ- | 
berry ; extracted from the Life of 


Mrs. Bellamy, <uritten by her/elf. 


4 Had likewiſe, about this pe- 
riod t, the happineſs to acquire 
the approbation and patronage of 


two ladies of the firſt diſtinction: the 


late ducheſs of Montague, then lady 
Cardigan, and her grace of Queenſ- 
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berry. Both theſe ladies favoured 
me with their ſupport, ſo far as to 
grace the theatre whenever I per- 
formed. An attention which was 


the more flattering, as the latter had - 
not honovred a play-houſe ſince 


the death of her favourite Gay. 

As Mr. Rich could not afford, 
from the receipts of the theatre, to 
allow me a falary equal to the ſac- 


ceſs I met with, and the capital parts 
I performed, he gave me a benefit 


free of all expences, upon one of 
his own nights, in order to prevent 
diſcord in the company. 'Though 
the public appeared to be much in- 


tereſted in my favour, yet as I had 


but few friends, except thoſe who 


out of civility to Mr. Quin eſpouſed 


my intereſt, I had very little reaſon 
to expect that it would prove Jucra- 
tive. TT | 


«© Some days before that fixed for 


my benefit, I received a meſſage 
whilit I was at the theatre, to be at 


Queenſberry-houſe the next day by 
twelve o' clock. As I thought it 


likewiſe incumbent on me to wait 
on the counteſs of Cardigan, who 
had honoured me with equal marks 
of approbation, I dreſſed myſelf 
early, and taking a chair, went firſt 
to Privy-Garden. I had there every 
reaſon to be pleaſed with the recep- 
tion her ladyſhip gave me, who 
Joined politeneſs to every virtue. 


But at Queenſberry-houſe my 


reception was far otherwife. Her 
Grace was determined to mortify 
my vanity, before ſhe promoted my 
intereſt, Quite elated with lady 


Cardigan's flattering behaviour, I 


ordered the chairmen to proceed to 
Queenſberry-houſe. Soon after the 


* The expences of the government of T'ver amount to H. 24, ooo per annum; 


and the revenues to C. 175,000. 


} The period when Mrs. Bellamy firſt came upon the ſta ze. 
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rat-tat had been given, and my 
name announced to the porter, the 


groom of the chambers appeared, 
I deſired him to acquaint her Grace, 


that I was come to wait upon her. 


But how was I ſurprized, when he 


returned and informed me, that her 
Grace knew no ſuch perſon! my 


aſtoniſhment at this meſſage was 
greatly augmented, by the certain- 


ty I entertained of a ready admit 
tance. I aſſured the domeſtic, that 
it was by the ducheſs's own direc- 


tions I had taken the liberty to wait 
on her. To which he replied, that 


there muſt have been ſome miſtake 
in the delivery of it. In this mor- 


tifyiag ſituation, I had nothing to do 


but to return home. Ludicrous and 


humiliating as the foregoing ſcene 
muſt be, I cannot avoid relating it, 


as it may ſerve as a leſſon to many, 


who too readily give way to the im- 


Pulſes of vanity. Young minds are 
naturally prone to it; mine conſe- 
quently was. And this well-timed 
rebuke, however grating, was the 


. greateſt piece of regard her Grace 


could have given me. 

„I went home with no very 
pleafing ſenſations, as I expected to 
receive the taunts of a female rela- 
tion upon the occaſion, who had 


lately arrived from Ireland, and on 
whom my mother doated. As this 


rſon will be frequently mentioned 
in the courſe of my narrative, and 


7 was the cauſe of many of the incon- 
veniencies I afterwards ſuffered, it 


may not be amiſs to acquaint you, 
that her deformed body was a fit 


receptacle for her depraved mind. 


According to Hogarth's rules, 
indeed, her perſon may be ſaid to 
abound in all the graces annexed 
to the idea of beauty, as ſhe had 
not a ſtraight line about her. And 
her mind was no leſs crooked than 


her body. She had taken a diſlike 
to me on her firſt coming over, but 
for what reaſon I cannot account; 
and her averſion ſeemed, to increaſe 


with my ſucceſs on the ſtage. To 
ſuch a height was it now rien, that 


it was the cauſe of much unhappineſs 
to me: ſo that I was at length ob. 
liged to complain to Mrs. Jackſon, 
who requeſted my mother to provide 
for her elſewhere, but without effect. 

According to my expectations, 
J had no ſooner returned from 
Queenſbery-houſe, and informed 
my mother of the reception I met 
with there, than this relation per- 
ſuaded her that the invitation was 


merely a chimera of my own brain, 


generated by my inſupportable va- 
nity. So virulent was her behaviour; 
that in order to avoid her farcaſms, 
I pretended buſineſs at the theatre, 


in the evening, and went there, 


Upon my entering the green- 
room I was accoſted by Prince Lob- 
kowitz, who was then here in a pub- 
lic character, requeſting a box at 
my benefit, for the corps dip/omatique. 


After thanking his highneſs for the | 


honour intended me, I informed him 
they might be accommodated with 


a ſtage- box, and ſending for the 


houſe-keeper, deſired he would make 
an entry 1n his book to this purpoſe. 
But how great was my ſurprize, 
when he acquainted me | had not a 
box to diſpoſe of; every one, ex- 
cept thoſe of the counteſs of Cardi- 
gan, the ducheſs dowager of Leeds, 
and lady Shafteſbury, being retain- 


ed for her grace the ducheſs of 


Queenſberry! I could not help 
thinking but the man was joking, 
as he himſelf brought me the mel- 
ſage from her grace the night before, 
and that I had found to be a decep- 
tion. He however {till perſiſted in 


what he ſaid; and further added, 


: that 


«44 oa 1 as oh 


— 
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that the ducheſs had likewiſe ſent for 
two hundred and fifty tickets. This 
made me more at a loſs to account for 
the cavalier treatment I had received 
in the morning. Fre CIT 

« His highneſs prince Lobkowitz 


condeſcended to put up with a bal- 


cony for himſelf and friends; and 1 
haſtened home, at once to make 
known to my mother my good for- 
tune, and to retaliate on my inimi- 
cal relation. To add to my ſatis- 
faction, when I got home, I found 
a note from her grace, deſiring I 
would wait upon her the next morn- 
ing. This being ſuch an evident proof 


of my veracity, which it had given 


me inexpreſſible uneaſineſs to have 


doubted, T experienced proportion- 
able pleaſure from it. 5 
J was, notwithſtanding, fo ap- 


prehenſive of meeting with a ſecond 
mortification, that I determined to 
walk to Queenlberry-houſle, to pre- 
vent any perſon's being a witneſs to 
it, ſhould it happen. 1 accordingly 
ſet out on foot, and was not totally 
free from perturbation when 1 


knocked at the gate. I was, how- 
ever, immediately uſhered into her 


grace's apartment, where my rece p- 
tion was as ſingular as my treatment 


had been the day before; her grace 


thus accoſting me: Well, young 


„ woman !—What buſineſs had you 


* in a chair yeſterday ?—lIt was a 
«« fine morning, and you might 
«© have walked. You look as you 


e ought to do now.“ (obſerving 
my linen gown). *© Nothing is ſo 
«« vulgar as wearing ſilk in a mor- 
e ning,—Simplicity beſt becomes 


* youth. And you don't ſtand in 


_* need of ornaments, —Therefore 


«« dreſs always plain, except when 
« you are upon the ſtage.“ 

„ Whilſt her grace was talking 
in this manner to me, ſhe was 


n | 


cleaning a picture, which I offi- 


ciouſly requeſting her permiſſion to 


do, ſhe haſtily replied, “ Don't you 


* think I have domeſtics enough, if 
did not c to do it myſelf ; 
I apologized\for my preſumption, 
by informing her grace that I had 
been for ſome time at Jones's, 
where I had been flattered that I 
had acquired a tolerable proficiency 
in that art. The ducheſs on this 
exclaimed, ** are you the girl I have 


„ heard Cheſterfield ſpeak of?“ 
Upon my anſwering I had the honour. 


of being known to his Lordſhip, ſhe 
ordered a canvas bag to be taken 
out of her cabinet, ſaying, « Queenſ- 
«« berry can give no perſon leis than 
hn: _ There are a hundred and 

fifty guineas, and twenty for the 
« duke's tickets and mine, but L 
“ mutt give you ſomething for Ty- 


% rawley's ſake.“ She then took a 


bill from her pocket bock, which 
having put into my hands, ſhe told 
me her coach was ordered to carry 
me home, leſt any accident ſhould 
happen to me now I had. ſuch a 
charge about me. | | 

« Though the concluſion of her 
grace's whim, as it might be juſtly 


termed, was more plealing than the 


beginning of it, and her mun i ficence 
much greater than that of the coun- 
teſs of Cardigan, yet I muſt ac- 
knowledge I was much better pleaſ- 
ed with the reception I met with 
from her ladyſhip, who honoured 


me with her protection whilſt I con- 


tinued on the ſtage,” 


he 
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A Prayer directed by the Brahmins 


to be offered up te the Supreme 
Being; written originally in the 
Shanſcrit Language, and tranſlated 
by C. W. Boughton Rouſe, Z//; 


From a Perſic Verſion of Dara Se- 
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peror of Hindoſtan. From the 
Inſtitutes of the Great Timour, 
_ improperly called Tamerlane, pub- 
liiſbed by Jol. White, B. D. 


Sc. Sc, 


FN RUDER, I reverence thee 
O in the majeſty and in thy diſ- 
pleaſure. I reverence thy arrows, 
which convey deſtruction; and thy 
bow, thy quiver, and thy arms, 
which are the givers of victory. 


Look toward me with that coun- 
- - . tenance of benignity, mild like the 


face' of the moon, by which thou 


beſtoweſt joy, and doeſt away all 


ſins. 2 | | 
O thou, who art the Lord of 


mighty mountains, diſpel the pains 


of all mankind ; make them joyful, 
and defend them from harm: and 
grant that I may remain ſecure un- 
ler thy guardianſhip and protection. 
Thou art the great phyſician of 


Phyſicians! heal thou my infirmi- 


ties; diſperſe my vicious and male- 
volent inclinations, which lead me 
Into the road of evil. 
I reverence thee in the ſun, 
which is thy image, whilſt it ſcat- 
ters a hundred thouſand vivifyin 
rays over the univerſe 3 whilſt in 
meridian brightneſs it diffuſes glad- 
neſs; nor leſs when at morn or eve 
. Its flaming countenance denotes thy 


anger. Turn away that anger from 


me: TI reverence Him who is the 
| ſource of joy to living creatures, 
whoſe nature is exempt from decay, 
and knows not the increaſe of age. 
o Him and all that ſprings 
from Him I owe reverence and ho- 
ATR | 
O Ruder, ftring thy bow to de- 
fend me from all my open or ſecret 
enemies. Shoot the arrows of thy 


Quiver to deſtroy them. When 


& 


koo, a Sen of Shah Jehan, En- thou haſt deſtroyed my enemies and 


_ unſtrung thy bow, and taken off the 


ſupplication. 
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points of thy arrows and art rejoic- 
ed; then grant that I likewiſe may 
rejoice. But thy bow is not like 
other bows, nor thy arrows like 
other arrows. Thou needeſt hot to 
ſtring the bow, nor to ſharpen the 
points of artows. Thou needeſt not 
the ſword like other ſwords, to ac- 


compliſh thy purpoſes. O thou Who 


canſt fulfil deſires, whoſe deſign 
no enemy can baftle, guard and 


protect me on every ſide, and drive 


my enemies far from me. 


O Ruder, thy arm is like ſhining 


gold. Thou art the Lord of all 
armies. All cauſes of things have 
their origin in thee. Thou art the 


cauſe of cauſes. Thou art ſpace. 
The verdure of the fields is thine. 
Thou art lord of all the beaſts, 


and the birds, and other living crea- 
tures, Thou art the guide. Every 
light that ſhines is thy light, Thou 


entereſt into all: thou ſuſtaineſt 


all. | 


O puniſher of thoſe who go aſtray, 
O Lord of life, O pureſt of beings! 
terrify not thy creatures, ſtrike them 


not, deſtroy them not: nor let even 


one of them ſuffer pain from thee. 
O thou, who giveſt ſtrength to the 


"feeble and medicines to the ſick; 
grant me thy ſupport, that J may 


enjoy health and live. O Ruder, 
turn my underſtanding toward thee, 


for thou art the Lord of power. 1 
beſeech thee to keep all creatures 
which belong to me, whether man 
or beaſt, in quiet and ſecurity. 


Preſerve all the inhabitants of this 
City, 
neſs: do thou, Ruder, give them 
health, and drive diſeaſes far from 
them. We all come before thee 1n 
Grant unio us all 
thoſe bleſſings, which our fathers 

5 „ aſked 


Afflict them not with fick- 
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aſked of thee for us, when they 
were deſirous of bringing us into 
exiltence. Old men, and young 


children, and infanis yet unborn, 
al join in ſacrifice and prayer unto. 


thee. O thou, who art ever young 
and mighty, thou ſource of joy, be 
racious toward me. O thou, who 
yantelt nothing, who art worthy of 
zdoration, I reverence thee, O 
thou, who employelt thy arms for 
ny ſecurity, who haſt thoulauds of 
thouſands of weapons; ſcatter my 
enemies, and deſtroy them: for 
thou, Ruder, art ſupreme in every 
part of nature. 


the earth, the air, and the heavens, 
and under the earth: which ſhew 
hemſclves in the plains, in the ve- 
getation of the trees; in the various 
pecies of living creatures, in the 
waters, and in fool 
the ſupport of lite. Thou, who 
leltroyeik all which eat the iood 
and drink the waters; Who art 
amidit the guardians of the high- 


Ways and in the places of wor bro; . 


In all thou art the infinite Ruder: 
n every one J implore thee to pro- 
ect me, and to ditarm my enemies. 
To thee, and all thy other various 
powers and attributes not here enu- 
nerated, I offer reverence. Ten 
limes toward the eaſt, ten times to- 
ward the ſouth, ten times toward 
lhe weſt, and ten times toward the 
worth, I bow myſelf before thy 


earthly powers, and invoke their aid 


tat | may enjoy health, and ſee 


tz deſtruction of my enemies, Ten 


mes toward the eaſt, ten times 
ward the ſouth, 
ne weit, ten times toward the north, 
ind ten times with my eyes on hea- 
ſen above, I bow myſeli before thy 
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Exert for my pro- 
tection thy powers, which are uver 


proviced for 


piimitive cauſe of all. 


truth. 
I am the Creator, 
ledge of the four Bedes * 


ten times toward 


pole do I exiſt, 
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aerial and heavenly powers, whoſe 
arrows are the wind and rain: I in- 
veke their aid, that I may enjoy 
health, and ſes the deſtruction of 
my enemics. Every one of theſe 
is Ruder, whoſe infinite power L 
reverence : Ruder, whoſe fulneſs is 
in all, All that has been, it is He. 
Ali that 1s, it is He. All that ſhall 
be, it 15 cle. 


The foregoing Prayer is extracted 
frem the Judger Bede: 16 which 
it may be curious to juljoin a De- 
Jeripticn of Ruder, to ubm it is 
acdrefſed, as contained in àancther 
Sacred Book, intitied He: Atherbun 
Eede. 


1 1 E angels having aſſembled 


themſelves in heaven before 
Ruder, made obeiſance and afked 
him, O Ruder, what art thou? 
Ruder replied, Were there any other 
I would deſcribe myſelf by ſimili- 
tude, I always was, I always am, 
and always ſhall be. There is no 


other, ſo that I can ſay to you, 1 


am like Him. In this Me is the 
inward eſſence, and the exterior 
ſubitance of all things. I am the 
All things 
that exiſt in the eaſt, or welt, or 


north, or ſouth, above or below, 


it is J. Jam all. I am older than 
all. 1 am King of Kings, My 
attributes are tranſcendant. I am 
Jam the ſpirit of creation 
I am ce Know - 
I am 
Almighty. I am purity. 1 am the 

firlt, and the middle, and the end. 

I am the light. And tor this pur- 
that whoſoever 
knows me, may know all the an- 
gels, and all books, and all th ir 


* The ſacred writings of the Hindoos | in the Shanſerit anguage. 


Vor. XXVII. 
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ordinances. And whoſoe ver knows to thoſe who practiſe virtue, will! 

the learning of the Bedes, from give fulneſs and tranquillity. 

| thence he will learn the duties of Ruder having pronounced theſe 
life, he will underſtand truth, and words to the angels, was abſorbed 
his actions will be virtuous, And in his own brightneſs, Tm 
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ODE fr te NEW YEAR, 1784. 
By WILLIAM WHITEHEAD, £/q; Poet Laureat. 


| NOUGH of arms—ta happier ends 
E Her forward view Britannia bends, © 
The generous hoſts who graſp'd the ſword 
Obedient to her awful word, 
Tho? martial glory ceaſe; 
Shall now with equal induſtry, F 
Like Rome's brave ſons when Rome was free, 
Reſume the arts of peace. 
O come! ye toil-worn wanderers! come! 
To genial hearths, and ſocial home, 
The tender houſewife's buſy care, 
The board with temperate plenty crown'd, 
And ſmiling progeny around, 
That liſten to the tale of war! 
Vet be not war the favorite theme, 
For what has war with bliſs to do? 
Teach them more juſtly that to deem, : 
And own experience taught it you; 
Teach them 'tis in the will of fate, 
/ Their frugal induſtry alone 
| Can make their country truly great, 
And in her bliſs ſecure their own! 
Be all the ſongs that ſoothe their toil, 
And bid the brow of labour ſmile ; 
When through the loom the ſhuttle glides, 
Or ſhining ſhare the glebe divides; 
Or, bending to the woodman's ſtroke, 
To waft her commerce, falls the Britiſh oak! 
Be all their ſongs that ſoften theſe, _ 
Of calm content, and future well-earn'd eaſe ! 
Nor dread, left inborn ſpirit die! | 
One glorious leſſon early taught; 
Will all the boaſted pow'rs ſupply, - | 
Of practis'd rules, and ſtudied thought! 
K 2 . From 
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f From the firſt dawn of reaſon's ray, 
On the young boſom's yielding clay, 
Strong be their country's love impreſs'd, 
And let your own example fire their breaſt ; 
Tell them, *tis their's to graſp the ſword 
If Britain gives the awful word; 
To bleed, to die, in Britain's cauſe, | 
And guard, from faction nobly free, 
Their birth right bleſſing, liberty; 
True liberty chat loves the law. 


1784-5. 


ODE for bis MA] EST V's Birth-Day, June 4, 1784 
By William WHITEHEAD, Eſq Poet Laureat. 


AIL ts the day whoſe beams, again 
Returning, claim the choral ſtrain, 
And bid us breathe our annual vows 


To the firit pow'r that Britain knows; 
The power Which, though itſelf reſtrain'd, 
And ſubject to that juſt controul 
Which many an arduous conflict gain'd, 
Connects, unites, and animates the whole. 


Yon radiant ſun, whoſe central force 
Winds back each planet's vagrant courſe, 
And through the ſyſtems holds imperial ſway, - 
Bound by the tame inherent laws, 
Even whillt it ſeems the active cauſe, 


Promotes the gen'ral good, as much confin'd as they. 


That word'rous plan, through ages ſought, 
Which elder Egypt never taught, 

Nor Greece with all her letter'd lore, 
Nor ſtruggling Rome could e'er explore, 
Though many a form of rule the try'd: 

That wond'rous plan has Britain found, 
Which curbs licentiouſneſs and pride, 
Yet leaves true liberty without a wound. 


The fierce Plantagenets beheld _ 
It's growing ſtrength, and deign'd to yield ; 3 
Th? imperious Tudors trown'd, and felt aggriev'd; 


Th' unhappy race whoſe faults we mourn, 
Delay'd awhile it's wiſh'd return, 


Till Bruniwick perfected what Naſſau had atchiev'd, 


P R F. 


From that bright æra of renown 
Aſtrea walks the world again; 
| Her fabled form the nations own, 
With all th' attendant bleſſings in her train. 


Hark! with what gen'ral loud acclaim 
They venerate the Britiſh name, | 
When forms of rule are in the balance weigh'd ; 
And pour their torrents of applauſe 
J% On the fair iſle, whoſe equal laws 
Controul the ſceptre, and protect the ſpade. 


The triple chain, which binds them faſt, 
Like Homer's golden one, deſcends from Jove : 
Long may the ſacred union laſt, 5 
And the mix'd pow'rs in mutual concert move, 

Each temp'ring each, and liſt'ning to the call 


Of genuine public good, bleſt ſource and end of all L 


ODE for the NEW YEA R, 1785. 
By WII IAA WaiTBBAD, I. Poet Laurear. 


Or does prophetie truth inſpire 
The zeal which prompts the glowing theme, 
And animates th' according lyre? 


Dering is the poet's dream, 


Truſt the Muſe : her eye commands 
_ Diſtant times and diſtant lands; 
Thro' burſting clouds in opening ſkies 
Sees from diſcord union riſe, _ 
And friendſhip bind unwilling foes 
In firmer ties than duty knows. 


Torn rudely from its parent tree, 
Von ſcion riſing in the weſt 
Will ſoon its genuine glory ſee, 
And court again the foſtering breaſt, 
Whoſe nurture gave its powers to ſpread, 
And feel their force, and liſt an alien head. 
The parent tree, when ſtorms impend, 
Shall own affection's warmth again, 
Again its foſt'ring aid ſhall lend, 
Nor hear the ſuppliant plead in vain; 1 
m | 3 9 Shall 
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- Shall ftretch protecting branches round, 
Extend the ſhelter, and forget the wound, 


Two Britains thro? th' admiring world 
Shall wing their way with fails unfurl'd, 
Each from the other kindred ftate 
Avert, by turns, the bolts of fate; 

And acts of mutual amity endear - © 
'The Tyre and Carthage of a wider ſphere, 


When Rome's divided eagles flew, 
And different thrones her empire knew, 
The varying language ſoon disjoin'd 

The boaſted mafters of mankind. 

But here no ills like thoſe we fear, 
No varying language threatens here: 
Congenial worth, congenial flame, 
Their manners and their arts the ſame, 
To the ſame tongue ſhall glowing themes afford, 
And Britiſh heroes act, and Britiſh bards cen. 


Fly ſwift ye years, ye minutes haſte, 
And in the future loſe the paſt; 
Oer many a thought - affecting tale, 
Oblivion, caſt thy friendly veil; 
Let not memory breathe a figh, 

Or backward turn th* indignant eye; 
Nor the inſidious arts of foes | 
Enlarge the breach, that longs to cloſe ; 
But acts of amity alone inſpire h 
Firm faith and cordial love, and | wake the willing lyre. 


ODE for bs MAJESTY? 


By the ad T. WaRToN, Poet . 8 
2s | 
T RUE glory ſcorns the pride of x war, 


Nor ſits in conqueſt's cchoing car, 

Nor bids the ſword her bays bequeath, 

Nor ſtains with blood her brighteſt wreath z 
No plumed hoſt her tranquil triamphs on; 
Nor ſpoils of murder'd multitudes ſhe brings 
To ſwell the ſtate of her diſtinguiſn'd kings, 

And deck her choſen throne, 


P O E T R T. 


On that fair throne, to Britain dear, 
With the flow'ring olive twin'd, 
High ſhe hangs the hero's ſpear ; 
And there, with all the palms of peace combin'd, 
Her unpolluted hands the milder trophy rear. 
To kings like theſe, her genuine theme, 
The Muſe a blameleſs homage pays; | 
To GEORGE, of kings like theſe ſupreme, 
She wiſhes honour'd length of days, 
Nor proſtitutes the tribute of her lays, 


IT. 
*Tis his to bid neglected genius glow, 
And teach the regal bounty how to flow. 
His tutelary ſceptre's ſway 
The vindicated arts obey, 
And hail their patron-king; 
Tis his, to judgment's ſteady line 
Their flights fantaſtic to confine, 
| And yet expand their wing: 
The fleeting forms of faſhion to reſtrain, 


And bind capricious taſte in truth's eternal chain, ; 


Sculpture, licentious now no more, 
From Greece her great example takes ; 
With nature's warmth the marble wakes, 
And ſpurns the toys of modern lore ; 
In native beauty, 9 
Corinth, thy tufted ſhafts aſcend; 
The graces guide the painter's hand, 
His magic mimicry to blend. | 
While ſuch the gifts his reign beſtowy, 
Amid the proud diſplay, Rs 
Thoſe gems around the throne he throws 
That ſhed a ſofter ray: | 
While from the ſummits of ſublime renown 
He wafts his favour's univerſal gale, _ 
With thoſe ſweet flowers he binds a crown 
That bloom in virtue's humble vale : 
With rich munificence the nuptial rye 
Unbroken he combines: 
Conſpicuous in a nation's eye, 
The ſacred pattern ſhines ! 
Fair ſcience to reform, reward, and raiſe ; 
To ſpread the luſtre of domeſtic praiſe ; 
To foſter emulation's holy flame; 
To build ſociety's majeſtic frame; 
K4 
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Mankind to poliſh and to teach, 
Be this the monarch's aim ; 

Above ambition's giant reach 
The monarch's meed to claim. 


# 


The EXORD IU M of Jaumi? 8 Piem, entitled, Co Eusbor and 
© Zo0LiLEIKHA,” From THE Ixsrirurzs OF TiMOUR, &c. 


nn BY Major Davy. 


1 N the name of him whoſe name is the refuge of the ſouls of the fn 


Whoſe praiſe is the ornament of eloquent tongues. 
The moſt high, the only God, the eternal, the omniſcient 
He who beſtoweth ſtrength and power on the feeble and the helpleſs, 
The heavens he illumines with multitudes of conſtellations ; 
And with the human race he decorateth the earth, as with ſtars. 
He who prepared the vaulted roof of the revolving ſphere, 
Who raiſed up the quadruple fold of the elements. 
He who gives fragrance to the boſom of the roſe-bud, 
And ornamenteth the parent-ſhrub with wreaths of flowers. 
He weaveth the garment for the brides of the ſpring, 
And teacheth the graceful cypreſs to erect his head on the border of the lake. 
He crowneth with ſucceſs the virtuous intention, 
And humbleth the pride of the ſelf-conceited. 
He accompanies the ſolitude of thoſe who watch the midnight taper 3 
He paſſeth the day with the children of affliction. 
From the ſea of his bounty ues the vernal cloud, 
Which waters alike the-thorn and the jeſſamine. | 
From the repoſitory of his beneficence proceeds the autumnal gale, 
Which beſpangles with gold the carpet of the garden. 
It is his preſence that enflameth the orb of day, 
From whence every atom derives its light, 
Should he hide his countenance from the two great luminaries of the world, 
Their mighty ſpheres would deſcend quick into the area of annihilation ; ; 
From the vault of heaven to the centre of the earth, 
Which ever way we direct our thought and! imagioation, 
Whether we deſcend, or haſten upwards, 
We ſhall not diſcover one atom uninfluenced by his power. 
Wiſdom is confounded in the contemplation of his eſſence ; 
The iaveſtigation of his ways exceeds tae ;owers of man. 
The angels. bluth at their want of comoretierfiong 
Aud the heavens are aſtoniſhed at their on motion. 


Tranſlation 


D b TAN 


75 ranfation of a Hymn 4% Campo, the Hindeo God of Love. 
By Sir WILLIAM Jom zs. 


W HAT potent God, from . s orient how? rs, 

5 Floats dne the lucid air, whilſt living flow'rs 
With ſunny twine the vocal arbours wreathe, 
And pales enamour d heavenly fragrance breathe ? 

Hail, pow'r unknown! for at thy beck 

Vales and groves their boſoms deck, 

And every laughing bloſſom dreſſes 

With gems of dew his muſky treſſes. 
I feel, I feel thy genial flame divine, 
And hallow thee and kiſs thy ſhrine. 


«© Knowſt thou not me: os Celeſtial ſounds I hear ? 
«© Knowſt thou not me??? Ah, ſpare a mortal ear! 
„ Bchold'—My ſwimming eyes entranc'd I raiſe, 
But oh! they ſhrink before th? exceſſive blaze. 
Yes, ſon of Maya, yes, I know | 
Thy bloomy ſhafts and cany bow, 
5 Cheeks with youthful glory beaming, 
Locks in braids ethereal ſtreaming, 
Thy ſcaly ſtandard, thy myſterious arms, 
And all thy pains and all thy: charms. 


God of each lovely fight, each lovely ſound, 
Soul-kindling, world-inflaming, far-ycrown 'd, 
Eternal Cama! Or doth Smara bright, ; 
Or proud Anuanga, give thee more delight? 
Whate'er thy ſeat, whate'er thy name, 
Seas, earth, and air, thy reign proclaim : 
Wreathy ſmiles, and roſeate pleaſures, 
þ Are thy richeſt, ſweeteſt treaſures. 
All animals to thee their tribute bring, N 
And hail thee univerſal king. 


Thy conſort mild, AfreBion ever true, 
Graces thy fide, her veſt of glowing hue, 
And in her train twelve blooming girls advance, 
Touch golden ſtrings, and knit the mirthful dance. 
Thy dreaded implements they bear, 
And wave them in the ſcented air ;” 
Each with pearl her neck adorning, 
Brighter than the tears of morning. 
Thy crimſon enlign, which before them flies, 
5 Decks with new ſtars the ſapphire ſkies. | | now 
on God 
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God of the flow'ry ſhafts and flow'ry bow, 


Delight of all above and all below ! 


Thy lov'd companion, conſtant from his bir th, 


In heaven clep'd Bent, and gay Spring on earth, 
Weaves thy green robe and flaunting bow'rs, 
And from thy clouds draws balmy ſhow'rs ; 

He with freſh arrows fills thy quiver, a 
(Sweet the gift and ſweet the giver!) 
And bids the many-plumed warbling throng 
Burſt the pent bloſſoms with their ſong. 


He bends the luſcious cane, and twiſts the ſtring 
Wich bees how ſweet! but ah, how keen their ſting! 
He with five flow' rets tips thy ruthleſs darts 
Which thro? five ſenſes pierce enraptur'd hearts: 

Strong Chumpa, rich in od'rous gold; 

Warm Amer, nurs'd in heav*nly mould; 

Dry Naghke/er in filver ſmiling, | 

Hot Kiticum our ſenſe beguiling; | 
And laſt, to kindle fierce the ſcorching flame, 
Loveſhaft, which Gods bright Bela name. 


Can men reſiſt thy pow'r, when Kriſßen yields, 


Kriſben, who ſtill in Matra's holy fields 
Tunes harps immortal, and to ſtrains divine 


Dances by moonlight with the Gopia nine? 


But when thy daring arm untam'd 
At Mahbadeo a loveſhaft aim'd, . 
HFeav'n ſhook, and ſmit with ſtony wonder, 
Told his deep dread in burſts of thunder ; 
Whilſt on thy beauteous limbs an azure fire 
Blaz'd forth, which never muſt expire. 


| © thou for ages born, yet ever young, 


For ages may thy Bramin's lay be ſung! 

And when thy lory ſpreads his em'rald wings 

To waft thee high above the tow'rs of kings, 

| Whilſt o'er thy throne the moon's pale light 
Pours her ſoft radiance thro? the night, 
And to each floating cloud diſcovers 
The haunts of bleſt or joyleſs lovers, 

Thy mildeſt influence to thy bard impart, 

'To warm, but not conſume, his heart. 


Mas. SHERIDAN on her Brother's Violin. 


«« Tuneful companion of my Lycid's hours, 


Ce How 


Ge — i 


0 How lieſt thou now neglected and forlorn, 


* What ſcilful hand ſhall now call forth thy powers! 


cc Ah! none like his can reach thoſe liquid notes, 
“ So ſoft, fo ſweet, ſo eloquently clear, 

« To live beyond the touch, and gently float 

„ In dying modulations on the ear.“ 


Thus o'er my Lycid's lyre as 1 complain'd, 

And kiſs'd the ſtrings where he was wont to play ; 
While yet in penſive ſadneſs I remain'd, 

Methought it ſigh'd, and fighing ſeem'd to Gay, 


« Ah! me, forlorn, forſaken, now no more 
Shall fame and juſt applauſe around me wait; 

No power my gentle Maſter can reſtore, 

And J, alas! will ſhare his hapleſs fate. 


„ Pled is that kind chill'd that youthful fire 
Which taught thoſe ſtrains with harmony replete, 
And cold that hand which only can inſpire 
My ſenſeleſs form to utter ſounds fo ſweet. 


«© Thoſe ſounds melodious neber again ſhall pleaſe, 8 
No tuneful ftrain from me ſhall ever flow; 

Save o'er my trembling ſtrings a ſighing breeze, 
To call one lad, ſoft note of tender woe. 


« Elſe ah! for ever mute let me remain, 

Unſtrung, untun'd, forgotten let me be; 
Guard me from curious eye, and touch profane, _ 
And let me reſt in mournful ſympathy! 


«< One fate with thee, dear Maſter, let me ſhare; | 
Like thee in filent darkneis let me lie; 
My frame without thee is not worth my care! 


With chee alone it liv'd, with thee ſhall die! {79 


Her Brother's Lyre to Mrs. SHERIDAN. By Mr. PR Arr. 


HIS PET WEN ſolemn filence breath'd around, 
Cecilia wept upon her Lycid's lyre, 
The Duo breeze then gave a fighing ſound, 
- And the ſtrings W to tremble and expire. 


One hollow murmur, like the dying moan, 
Was heard to vibrate then, with tan flow, 


8 
I 


From the ſad inſtrument, when thus the tone 
Gave modulations of a ſofter woe: 


265 Ceaſe, beauteous Mourner ! partner of my grief ? 
| Tuneful affociate of my loſt deſpair, 
| Thou, only thou, canſt bring this breaſt relief; 
Ty ſympathy alone can ſoothe * care. 


«© What though—ah, ftroke ſevere ! our Lycid'sdead, 
Nor more, alas! can raviſh mortal ear! 

What though the ſoul of melody 1s fled, 
His bleſt attendant, to th* harmonious ſphere, 


6 Struck by Cecilia's hand I yet may live; 
Her magic touch again can tune my frame; : 
Her cherub voice my ſpirit yet revive, 
And ſounds of heavenly ſorrow grace Dy fame. 


*« But ſhould nor dulcet ſong, nor muſic's art, 
Nor ſocial fighs, which mourn the youth we love, 

Have power to heal the ſiſter's wounded heart, 

Nor to theſe chords forlorn a ſolace prove yr: 


„ Ah! ſtill together let our ſorrows j join, 
And this ſad form yet boaſt thy gentle aid; 
Lycid's companion ſure ſhould ſtill be thine 3 


tll ſhould'ſt thou Kiſs the lirin 85 where he has play'd.” * 


L. AMOUR TIMIDE. 


TO —— 


| bs in that breaſt, ſo good, ſo pure, 
Compaſſion ever lov'd to dwell, 
Pity the ſorrows I endure, 

The cauſe—l maſt not—dare not tell. 


— —— tn nog 


The grief that on _ quiet preys— 
That rends my heart—that checks my n 
I fear will laſt me all my days, 
| But feel i it will not laſt me oF 


| Ces SE to blame my . 
Me Though with ſighs and folded arms 
8. 1 muſe with filence on her charms ; 

{ Cenſure not—1 know tis ſolly. 
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Yet, 


POETRY, 


Vet, theſe mournful thoughts poſſeſſing, 
Such delights J find in grief, 
That, could Heaven afford relief, 
My fond heart would ſcorn the bleſſing. 


VERSES 7% the FEATHERED YOUNG LADIES. 
Said to be written by Earl Nu ENT. 


DE: AR, charming girls! in whom I trace 
Your once-lov'd mothers thro? their race, 
(And till enough of fond defire 
Remains to light chaſte Friendſhip's fire) 
= Attend ! vor let the ear of youth | 
= Deſpiſe the voice of Age and Truth. 


Avoid the wild extremes of dreſs; 
Virtue and Witdom ſhun exceſs; 
The boſom bare, the tucker flaunting, 
Prove ſomethipg to tha: boſom wanting; 
And lofty heads, in proud attire, 
Seldom to better heights aſpire. 


With warlike creſt let heroes move! 
Men are not bullied into love; 
Nor Cupid perch'd upon a feather, 
 Trembling, can join two hearts together; 
| With ſurer aim his darts are ſped | 
From modeſt Nugent! 8 * plumeleſs head. 


SONNE T. 7 4 Nightingale, 
From CAaRLOTTE SMITH's Elegiac Sonnets, and other Eſſays. 


| Peon. melancholy bird, that all night long 

L Tell'ſt to the moon thy tale of tender woe; 
From what ſad cauſe can ſuch ſweet ſorrow flow, 
And whence this mournful melody of ſong ? 


Thy poet's muſing fancy would tranſlate 
What mean the ſounds that (well thy little breaſt, 
When ſtill at dewy eve thou leav'ſt thy neſt, 
Thus to the liſtening night to ſing thy fate, 


Pala Sorrow's victims wert thou once among, 
'Tho? now releas'd in woodlands wild to rove, 
Or haſt thou felt from friends ſome cruel wrong, | 5 85 
Or diedſt thou martyr of diſaſtrous love ? N | » 
Ah! ſongſtreſs ſad ! that ſuch my lot might be, 
To ſigh and ſing at liberty—like thee ! 


> 1 Now Marchioneſs of Buckingham, . | | 
| __  SONNET. 


. \ hy 


/ 
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S0 NN E T. To the South Downs, 
From the ſame abort. 


AH. hills belov'd ! where once, an happy child, 
Your beechen ſhades, “your turf, your flowers _— 1 
J wove your blue- bells into garlands wild, 
And woke your echoes with my artleſs fong. 
Ab, hills belov'd ! your turf, Jour flowers remain ; 
But can they peace to this ſad breaſt reſtore, 
For one poor moment ſoothe the ſenſe of pain, 
And teach a breaking heart to throb no more? 
And you, Aruna! in the vale below, 
As to the ſea your limpid waves you bear, 
Can you one kind Lethean cup beſtow, 
To drink a long oblivion to my care? 
Ah, no |—when all, e'en hope's laſt ray is gone, 
There's no oblivion—but in death alone! 


Extrad from Taz News Payer, a Poem by the Rev. G. Cranar, 
Chaplain to his. Grace the Duke of RuTLand. 


| 40 BUT Sunday paſt, what numbers“ flouriſh then, 
| What wond' rous labours of the preſs and pen! 

Diurnal moſt, ſome thrice each week affords, 

Some only once, oh avarice of words! 

When thouſand ſtarving minds ſuch manna ſeek, 

To drop the precious food but once a week. 


« Endleſs it were to fing the powers of all, 
Their names, their numbers; ; how they riſe and fall; 
Like baneful herbs the gazer's eye they ſeize, 
Ruſh to the head, and poiſon where they pleaſe; 
Like idle flies, a buſy, buzzing train, 
They drop their maggots in the weak man's brain; 
'That genial ſoil receives the fruitful ſtore, 
And there they grow and breed a thouſand more. 


Now be their arts diſplay'd, how firſt they chooſe 
A cauſe and party, as the Bard his Muſe 

Inſpir'd by theſe, with clamorous zeal they cry, 
And thro' the town their dreams and omens fly. 
So the Sybilline + leaves were blown about, 
Disjointed ſcraps of fate involved in doubt: 


|” #0 idle dreams, the journals of the night, 


Are right and wrong by turns, and mingle wrong with right. 


* Viz. of News-papers. 
2 pop 


In foliis deſcripſit carmina Virgo. - 
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9 | Some 


Some champions for the rights that prop the crown, 
Some ſturdy patriots, ſworn to pull them down 
Some neutral powers, with ſecret forces fraught, 
Wiſhing for war, but willing to be bought; 
While ſome to every fide and party go, 

Shift every friend, and join with every foe 

Like ſturdy rogues in privateers they ſtrike 

This fide and that, the foes of both alike ; 

A traitor crew, who thrive in troubled times, 
Fear'd for their force, and courted for their crimes, 


«© Chief to the proſperous fide the numbers ſail, 
Fickle and falſe, they veer with every gale ; 
Soon as the chiefs, whom once they chooſe, lie low, 
Their praiſe too ſlackens, and their aid moves flow; = 
Not ſo when leagu'd with riſing powers, their rage [i 
Then wounds th? unwary foe, and burns along the page. 


As birds that migrate from a freezing ſhore, 
In ſearch of warmer climes, come ſkimming o'er, 
Some bold adventurers firſt prepare to try 
The doubtful ſunſhine of the diſtant ſky ; 

But ſoon the growing ſummer's certain ſun | 
Wins more and more, nor leaves the winter one: 
So, on the early proſpect of diſgrace, 

Fly in ſucceſſive troops this fluttering race; 
Inſtinctive tribes ! their failing food they dread, 
And buy, with timely change, their future bread. 


% Or are there thoſe, who ne'er their friends forſook, 
Lur'd by no promiſe, by no danger ſhook ? | 
Then bolder bribes the venal aid procure, „ 
And golden fetters make the faithleſs ſure: 

For thoſe who deal in flattery or abuſe, 

Will ſell them where they can the moſt produce. 


« Such are our guides; how many a peaceful head, 
Born to be ſtill, have they to wrangling led! 
How many an honeſt zealot ſton from trade, 
And faQtious tools of pious paſtors made! 
With clews like theſe they tread the maze of ſtate, 
Theſe oracles explore to learn our fate ; 
Pleas'd with the guides who can ſo well deceive, 
Who cannot lye ſo faſt as they believe. 


Oft lend I loth to ſome ſage friend an ear 
(For we who will not ſpeak are doom'd to hear) 
While he, bewilder'd, tells his anxious thought, 
Infectious fear from tainted ſcribblers caught, 


Or 
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Or idiot hope; ; for each his mind aſſails, 


As Lor p's court light or SrockxDbALE's gloom onal 


Vet ſtand | patient while but one declaims, 
Or gives dull comments on the ſpeech he maims; 
But oh ! ye Mules, keep your votary* s feet 
From tavern haunts where politicians meet; 
Where Juſtice, Rector, and Attorney pauſe, | 
Firſt on each pariſh, then each public cauſe ; 
 Indited roads, and rates that till increaſe ; 

The murmuring poor, who will not faſt in peace; 
Election zeal and friendſhi p- ſince declin'd; 

A tax commuted, or a tythe in kind; 

The Dutch and Germans kindling into ſtrife, 5 
Pull port and poachers vile! the ſerious ills of life. 


* Here comes the neighbouring Squire, with gracious air, 
To ſtamp opinions, and to take the chair ; 
In private buſineſs his commands prevail, 
On public themes his reaſoning turns the ſcale ; 
Aſſenting ſilence ſoothes his happy ear, 
And, in or out, his party triumphs here. 


« Nor here th' infectious rage for party ſtops, 

But flits along from palaces to ſhops; © 

Our weekly journals o'er the land abound, 

And ſpread their plagues and influenzas round; 

The village too, the peaceful, pleaſant plain, 

Breeds the wlig-farmer and the tory-{wain ; 

Brooks? and St. Alban's boaſts not, but inflead 

States the Red Ram, and wings the Ropney's Head: 
Hither, with all a patriot's care, comes he 
Who owes the little hut that makes him free; 
Whoſe yearly forty ſhillings buy the {mile 

Of mightier men, and never waſte the while; 
Who feels his freehold's worth, and looks elate, 
A little prop and pillar of che ſtate. 


«: Here he delights the weekly News to con, 


Aud mingle comments as he blunders on; 


To ſwallow all their varying authors teach, 

To ſpell a title, and confound a ſpeech: 

Till with a muddled mind he quits the News, 

And claims his nation's licence to abuſe ; 

Then joins the cry, that all the courtly race 1 
% Strive but for power, and parley but for place,” 5 
Yet hopes, good man ! * that all may ſtill be well,” 

And thanks the ſtars that he's a vote to ſell. 


«© While thus he reads or raves, around him wait 
A ruſtic band, and join in each debate; 


Partake 
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Partake his manly ſpirit, and delight 

To praiſe or blame, to judge of wrong or right ; 
Meaſures to mend, and miniſters to make, 
Till all go madding for their country's ſake,” 


On the Author of the Ba. av called The CHILDREN in the WOOD, 
From the New Edition of Poems in Tawo Volt. by Mr. Jenninoumt 0 


JL ET others praiſe the martial ſong, 
Which ruſhes as a flood, 

And round the harp attentive throng . 
That honours deeds of blood: 


Let me that humble Bard revere, 
Tho? artleſs be his theme, 
Who ſnatch'd the tale to Pity dear, 
From dark Oblivion's ſtream, 


Say; little Mkr“, prattling maid, 
(Whoſe wit thine age excels) 

8 Beneath what holy yew-tree's ſhade 
Thy favourite author dwells ? 


Ah! not on WESTMINSTER 's proud ground 
Ihe fond enquiry waſte; 

Go where the meek of heart are found, 

And th' unambitious reft. 


Where WIL xrox's limpid kreamlet flows, 

On NoxFoLx's rich domain, g 
A gently- riſing hillock ſhews 

The hamlet's ſtraw-roof'd fane. 


55 Hard by is ſeen a marble ſtone, 
By many a winter worn; _— 
Forgetfulneſs around has thrown | _ 
The rude o'ermantling thorn ; _—_ 


Within this low obſcure abode 
Fame ſays the Bard is laid; 
Oft have I left the beaten road ho 
| To greet the Poet's ſhade; 


Fame too reports, that when the bier 

Receiv'd the Poet's frame, 

The neighb'ring hamlets haſten'd here, 
And all the childhood came: 


* The daughter of Sir Thomas Beauchamp, of wy Paik, i in Norfolk. 
Vor. XXVII. L Attir d 
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Attir'd in white, an infant band 
Advanc'd in long array; 

With roſemary- leaves each little hand 
O'erſpread che mournful way: 


Encircling now the Poet's tomb, 
Thrice on his name they call, 
| And thrice into the hallow'd . 
* © © Sweet ſhow! rs of violets fall, 


Compaſſion? $ prieſt! oh! feeling Bard, 
Who melts the heart away, 


Endoring praiſe ſhall ſtill reward 
Thy ſhort and ſimple lay. 


Thoſe ſhall thy praiſe be found among 

Whom Nature's touch has grac'd, 

The warm of heart applaud thy ſong, 
And all the 1 pure of taſte: 


'The child mall leave his jocund dance. 
Suppreſs his frolic mood, 

And bend to hear, in ſilent trance, 
The ſtory of the wood. 


ODE ν MELPOMENE. 
From HORACE, Book I. Ode 3. By Anna Swan 


NOT he, O Muſe! whoug thy auſpicious eyes 
Kind in his natal hour beheld, 
Shall victor in the Iſthmian conteſt rife ; 

Nor o'er the long-reſounding field — _ 

The rapid horſe his kindling heals ſhall or 
Gay in th? Olympic race, and foremoſt at the goal. 


Nor in the Capitol, triumphant ſhown, 
Ihe viQtor-Jaurel on his brow, - 

For the proud threats of vaunting kings 0 N 
But Tiber's ſtreams, that warbling flow, -, 
And groves of fragrant gloom, reſound tis ſtrains, 

Whole ſweet olian grace high celebration gains. 


Now that his name, her nobleſt bards among, 
Th' imperial city loudly hails, 
The ud diſtinction guards his riſing ſongs 
When Envy's carping tongue aſflails; 
In ſullen ſilence now ſhe hears his praiſes _ 
Nor ſheds bor livid {pots upon his ſpringing bays. n 
2 * wie i 


f | ah | 
£1. IG FP RES 
O Muſe ! who ruleſt every duket lay 
That floats along the gilded ſhell ; 
'That the mute tenant of the watery way 
Canſt teach, at pleaſure, to excel 


The ſofteſt notes harmonious ſorrow brings, | 
When the expiring ſwan her own ſad requiem ſings, 


Thine be the praiſe, that pointing Romans guide 
The ftranger's eye, with proud defire, 
'That well he note the man whom crowds decide 
Should boldly ftring the Latian lyre. 
Ah! when I pleaſe, if till to pleaſe be mine, 
Nymph of th' Zolian ſhell, be all the glory THIiNE. 


An Emblem of the Shortneſs of Human Pleaſure. 
To the GRASSHOPPER. 
Fron Cas1u1z, Book iv. Ode 23. By Mr. Say, 


; J] IT TLE inſect, that on high, 
On a ſpire of ſpringing grails, 
Tipſy with the morning dew, 
Free from care thy life doſt paſs; 


So may*ſt thou, companion ſole, 
Pleaſe the lonely mower's ear, 

And no treach'rous winding ſnake 
Glide beneath, to work thee fear. 


> 
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As in chirping plaintive notes 
Thou the haſty ſun doſt chide, 
And with murm'ring muſic charm, 

Summer charming to abide. 


If a pleaſant day arrive, . 
Soon a pleaſant day is gone; 
While we reach to ſeize our joys, 

Swift the winged bliſs is flown, 


Pain and Sorrow dwell with us, 
Pleaſure ſcarce a moment reigns; . 

Thou thyſelf find'ſt Summer ſhort, 
But the Winter long remains. 
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E PI T * P H, by Vol rAIRE. 


| Inſeribed on bis Monument i in bis 0007 Chinke at F uy his Heart in 


a Box. 


ES manes ſont conſole, 

' Puiſque mon cœur eſt au milieu de vous. 
Son eſprit eſt par- oat, 
_ Mais ſon cœur eſt ici! 


E F ; "ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT of BOOKS. 


"0 


A Voyage to the Pacific Ocean „ un- 


dertaken by the Command of Hir 
Majeſty, for making Diſcoveries in 
the Northern Hemiſplere; perform- 
ed under the Direction of Captains 
Cook, Clerk, and Gore, in His 
Majeſty's Ships the Reſolution and 
Diſcovery, in the Years 1776, 
1777. 4778, 1779, 1780; in 3 
Vols. qto. Vol. Iſt and 2d auritten 
by Captain James Cook, F. R. S. 
Vol. zd, by Captain James King, 
LL. D. and F. R. S. En 
T 1s now three centuries fince the 
nations of Earope began their 
plan of diſcoveries, with fuch zeal, 


and upon ſuch principles, as pro- 


miſed to leave no acceſſible part of 


this globe unexplored ; and we are 


happy in having the opportunity of 
congratulating the world upon the 
completion of this amazing under- 
taking, in the work now under our 
conlideration, which abounds with 
as much novelty and curious obſer- 
vation, as if the ſubject had but 
lately drawn the attention of man- 


88 +7. ok 


The firſt and ſecond volumes are 
written by captain Cook, and with 
regard to the third volume, we find 
its author's attention directed to the 
ſame objects ſo judiciouſly, as proves 
that he had entered into the ſchemes, 
and was capable of proſecuting the 
ideas of captain Cook with effect; 


ſoil, and after being allow 


and therefore the death of captain 
King would have been regarded not 
as a common accident, but as a pub- 
lic misfortune, if our great naviga- 
tor had not already exhauſted the 
ſubje& ; for there is nothing now 
unknown of this globe, which can 


intitle any one to the character of a 


diſcoverer. 5 
If the time employed in theſe 
geographical reſearches ſhould ap- 
pear to be long, when compared to 
the diſcoveries that have been made; 
thoſe who think ſo, ſhould furniſh us 
with an apology tor the little pro- 
reſs made in this work by the dif- 
Nude nations of antiquity. It 
ought to be conſidered, that the 
fruits of human genius and induſtry 
muſt run the courſe of other fruits 
the ſeed muſt be ſown in a 1 | 
time 
to take root, it has afterwards to 
ſtruggle with the inclemency of the 
ſeaſons, and many unforeſeen acci- 
dents. 55 | = 
But the-different lets and impedi- 
ments which have tended to retard 
this great undertaking, give us a 
more inſtru&ive diſplay of the hu- 


man character, than could have been : 


obtained by the moſt rapid and un- 
interrupted progreſs towards the 
end in view: for ſchemes brought 


to perfection with adequate inſtru- bh 


ments, neither raiſe the ſurpriſe, nor 
engage the attention of thoſe who 
L3 may 
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may conſider themſelves only as 
ſpeQators of what is going forward; 
but when inſtruments are wanting, 
or muſt be prepared as occaſions 
call for them, the opportunity will 


often be loſt to the greateſt induſtry, 


perſeverance, and abilities, for want 
of the means neceſſary to accompliſh 
the end in view. And ſurely ſuch 
diſappointments in works undertak- 
en for the general benefit of man- 
kind, will rouſe our ſympathy, and 
force us to do juſtice to every ſepa- 


Tate exertion, Which tends to the 


promotion of any great defign. 


And this was the ſituation of our 


firſt navigators, whoſe theories were 
ſo very confined and inaccurate, 
that every day's experience might 
correct them, and it was. only by 
ſuch an experience that they could 
be corrected. Thus a double taſk 
was impoſed upon the navigator, 
that of making diſcoveries, and alſo 
of improving the art of navigation, 
the only means by which his diſco- 


veries were to be made. Nor were 


any navigators, before thoſe em- 
ployed in our late difcoveries, ever 
furniſhed with the proper means for 


finding the longitude, that molt ne- 


ceſſary of all nautical problems. 
Beſides theſe unavoidable diflicul- 
ties, 1t muſt be acknowledged that 
it has fared with thoſe who have 
been engaged in diſcoveries, as it is 
feigned to have happened to Ata- 
lanta in her race with Hippomenes, 
they have been retarded by the 
golden apples that were thrown in 
their way; and it may be ſaid with 
particular propriety of the Spaniſh 
nation: 
— Nitidique cupidine pomi 
Declinat curſus, aurumque wolubile 
tollit. 


and that it is the diſintereſtedneſs 


of the Engliſh nation which has en- 
abled it to gain the prize. 

But the great national expence in- 
curred by our different expeditions, 
undertaken upon ſuch liberal prin- 
ciples, and without any ſordid view 
of gain and expence, and which 
from its nature mult be ſatisfied out 
of the ſuperfluities of a people, 
will, joined to our ſucceſs in explor- 


ing unknown regions, give poſte- 


rity a convincing proof that we have 


a more decided ſuperiority over the 


other countries of Europe, than 
could be derived from the moſt ex- 
tenſive conqueſts, and will hold us 
forth to future ages as the molt pow- 
erful people upon this globe. For, 
without detracting from the praiſe 
due to his majeſty, and thoſe imme- 
diately under him, who panned the 
expeditions, it is neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, that his and their good inten- 


tions would have ended in nothing 


but diſappointment, had not the 
opulence and learning of the nation 
been anſwerable to the greatneſs of 


the undertaking. 


Nor are we leſs diſtinguiſned by 
the abilities of our navigators, who 
ſtand unrivalled for the accuracy 


with which they have aſcertained 


their diſcoveries ; whilſt the feeble 
attempts of other nations would 
lead one to ſuſpect, that they had 
been driven by accident upon ob- 
jects which they had neither the {ill 
nor the ccurage to examine. 
The diſcoveries made in this laſt 
voyage by captain Cook; are, both 
in themſelves, and as forming, with 


his other diſcoveries, the hydrogra- 


phy of the globe (with a very few 
exceptions) of the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ed and important nature. After 
re-viſiting and giving us the molt 


minute and ample account of the. 


iflands already known, and diſco- 
vering 
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vering others in the Southern Pa- 
cific, we find him to the north of the 
equinoctial line, unfolding to our 
view the new group of iſlands call- 


ed after the preſent Ear! of Sand- 


wich, which, to uſe the words of 
captain King in the third volume, 
ce from their ſituation and produc- 
tion bid fairer for becoming an ob- 
ject of conſequence in the ſyſtem of 
European navigation, than any dit- 
covery in the South Sea.“ | 
We next follow him to the welt. 
ern coaſt of America, which we find 
him exploring with the greateſt ex- 
actneſs, from the latitude of 437 to 
70? north, and upwards, an immenſe 
tract! hitherto unknown, the ſub- 
ject of vague conjecture, and un- 
certain hy potheſis. 8 
After making ſeveral diſcoveries 
along this coaſt, of which the moſt 
material are, King George's (called 
by the natives Nootka ſound; Prince 


William's found, and Cook's river ; 


he proceeds northwards, to the we/?- 
ern extremity of America; © aſcertains 
the proximity of the two great con- 
tinents of A/a and America; paſſes 
the ſtraits between them, and ſur- 
veys the coaſt on each ſide to ſuch 
an height of northern latitude, as 
to demonſtrate the impracticability 
of a paſſage in that hemiſphere from 


the Atlantic into the Pacific Ocean, 


either by an eaſtern or a weſtern 
courſe.“ | ; | 

From this indefatigable and la- 
borious ſearch after a paſſage, he 
was driven by the rigour of the ſea- 
ſon, in Auguſt 1778, and returned 
back again to the Sandwich iſlands, 
where a melancholy and long to be 
lamented period was put to his life 
and his labours: his own words 
upon retiring ſo ſtrongly mark how 
unwillingly he quitted his objects, 
when even neceflity obliged him, 
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and how eagerly his mind was en- 
gaged in the further proſecution of 
them, that we cannot help lay ing 
them be fore our readers. | 
The ſeaſon was now ſo far ad- 
vanced, and the time when the froſt 
is expected to ſet in ſo near at hand, 
that I did not think it conſiſtent 
with prudence, to make any further 
attempts to find a paſſage into the 
Atlantic this year, in any direction; 
ſo little was the proſpect of ſuc- 
ceeding. My attention was now 
directed towards finding out ſome 
place where we might ſupply our- 
ſelves with wood and water; an 
the obje& uppermoſt in my thoughts 
was, how I ſhould ſpend the winter, 
ſo as to make ſome improvements in 
geography and navigation, and, at 
the ſame time, be in a condition to 
return to the north, in farther 
ſearch of a paſſage the enſuing ſum- 


men”: | 


The account of the death of cap- 


tain Cook, given by captain King 
in the third volume, is as follows: 
«« Next morning, at day-light, I 
went on board the Reſolution for the 
time-kteper, and, in my way, was 
hailed by the Diſcovery, and in- 
formed, that their cutter had been 
ſtolen, during the night, from the 
buoy where it was moored, _. 
When I arrived on board, I found 
the marines arming, and captain 
Cook loading his double-barrelled 
gun. Whilſt I was relating to him 
what had happened to us in the 
Bight, he interrupted me, with ſome 
eagerneſs, and acquainted me with 


the loſs of the Diſcovery's cutter, 


and with the preparations he was 
making for its recovery. It had 
been his uſual practice, whenever 
any thing of conſequence was loſt, 
at any of the iſlands in this ocean, 
to get the king, or ſome of the prin- 

* cipal 
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cipal Erees, on board, and to keep 
them as hoſtages, ti] it was reſtor- 
ed. This method, which had been 
always attended with ſucceſs, he 
meant to purſue on the preſent oc- 
caſion; and, at the ſame time, had 


given orders to ſtop all the canoes 


that ſhould attempt to leave the 
bay, with an intention of ſeizing 
and deſtroying them, if he could 
not recover the cutter by peaceable 
means. Accordingly, the boats of 
both ſhips, well manned and armed, 
were ſtationed acroſs the bay; and, 
before I left the ſhip, ſome great 
guns had been fired at two large 
canoes, that were attempting to 
make their eſcape. | 
It was between ſeven and eight 
o' clock when we quitted the ſhip 
together; captain Cook in the pin- 
nace, having Mr. Phillips, and nine 
marines, with him; and myſelf in 
the ſmall boat. The laſt orders I 
received from him were, to quiet 


the minds of the natives, on our 


fide of the bay, by aſſuring them, 
they ſhould not be hurt; to kee 
my people together; and to be on 
my guard. We then parted ; the 
captain went toward Kowrowa, 


where the king reſided; and I pro- 


ceeded to the beach. My firſt care, 
on going aſhore, was to give ſtrict 
orders to the marines to remain 
within the tent, to load their pieces 
with ball, and not to quit their 
arms. Afterward I took a walk to 


the huts of old Kaoo, and the prieſts, 


and explained to them, as well as I 
could, the object of the hoſtile pre- 
| parations, which had excecdingly 
_ alarmed them. I found, that they 


had already heard of the cutter's 

being ftolen, and JI aſſured them, 

that though captain Cook was re- 

ſolved to recover it, and to puniſh 

the authors of the theft, yet that 
5 


they, and the people of the village 


on our ſide, need not be under the 


ſmalleſt apprehenſion of ſuffering 
any evil from us. I defired the 
priefts to explain this to the people, 
and to tell them not to be alarmed, 
but to continue peaceable and quiet, 
Kad aſked me, with great earneſt- 
neſs, if Terreeoboo was to be hurt? 
I aſſured him, he was not; and both 
he and the reſt of his brethren ſeem- 
ed much ſatisfied with this aſſur- 
ance. 


In the mean time, captain Cook, 


having called off the launch, which 


was ſtationed at the North point of 
the bay, and taken it aldng with 
him, proceeded to Kowrowa, and 


landed with the lieutenant and nine 


marines. He immediately marched 


into the village, where he was re- 


ceived with the uſual marks of re- 
ſpect; the people proſtrating them- 
ſelves before him, and bringing 
their accuſtomed offerings of ſmall 
hogs. Finding that there was no 
ſufpicion of his deſign, his next ſtep 


p was, to enquire for Terreeoboo, and 


the two boys, his ſons, who had 


been his conſtant gueſts on board 


the Reſolution, In a ſhort time, 
the boys returned along with the 
natives, who had been ſent in ſearch 


of them, and immediately led cap- 


tain Cook to the houſe where the 
king had ſlept. 
old man juſt awoke from ſleep ; and, 
after a ſhort converſation about the 


loſs of the cutter, from which cap- 


tain Cook was convinced that he 
was in no wiſe privy to it, he in- 
vited him to return in the boat, and 
ſpend the day on board the Reſolu- 
tion. To this propoſal the king 
readily conſented, and immediately 

got up to accompany him. 
Things were in this proſperous 
train, the two boys being already 
in 


They found the 


4 | 


party having advanced near the wa- 
ter ſide, when an elderly woman 
called Kanee-kabareea, the mother 
of the boys, and one of the king's 
favourite wives, came after him, 
and with many tears, and entreaties, 
beſought him not to go on board. 
At the ſame time, two chiefs, who 
came along with her, laid hold of 
him, and, inſiſting that he ſhould 
go no farther, forced him to fit 
down. The natives, who were col- 
lecting in prodigious numbers along 
the ſhore, and had probably been 
alarmed by the firing of the great 
guns, and the appearances of hoſ- 
tility in the bay, began to throng 

round captain Cook and their king. 
Ia this fituation, the lieutenant of 
marines, obſerving that his men 
were huddled cloſe together in the 
crowd, and thus incapable of ufing 


their arms, if any occaſion ſhould 


require it, propoſed to the captain, 
to draw them up along the rocks, 


cloſe to the water's edge; and the 
crowd readily making way for them 


to paſs, they were drawn up in a 


line, at the diſtance of about thirty 
yards from the place where the king 


was ſitting. 5 

All this time, the old king re- 
mained on the ground, with the 
ſtrongeſt marks of terror and dejec- 
tion in his countenance; captain 
Cook, not willing to abandon the 
object for which he had come on 
ſhore, continuing to urge him, in 
the moſt prefling manner, to pro- 
ceed; whilſt, on the other hand, 
whenever the king appeared inclin- 


ed to follow him, the chiefs, who 


ſtood round him, interpoſed, at firſt 
with prayers and entreaties, but af- 
terward having recourſe to force and 
violence, and inſiſted on his ſtaying 
where he was, Captain Cook there- 
fore, finding that the alarm had 


* 
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in the pinnace, and the reſt of the. 


ſpread too generally, and that it 


was in vain to think any longer of 
getting him off without bloodſhed, 


at laſt gave up the point ; obſerving 
to Mr, Phillips, that it would be 
impoſſible to compel him to go on 


board, without the riſk of killing a 


great number of the mhabirants. 
Though the enterprize, which 


had carried captain Cook on ſhore, 


hid now failed, and was abandoned, 
yet his perſon did not appear to 
have been in the leaſt danger, till 
an accident happened, which gave 


a fatal turn to the affair. The 


boats which had been ſtation- 


ed acroſs the bay, having fired at 


ſome canoes, that were attempting 
to get out, unfortunately had killed 
a chief of the firſt rank. The news 


of his death arrived at the village 
where captain Cook was, juſt as he 


had left the king, and was walking 
ſlowly toward the ſhore. The fer- 
ment it occaſioned was very conſpi- 


cuous; the women and children 


were immediately ſent off; and the 
men put on their war- mats, and 


armed themſelves with ſpears and 
ſtones. 


One of the natives, 
having in his hands, a ſtone, 


and a long iron ſpike (which 


they call a pahooa) came up to the 


captain, flouriſhing his weapon, by 


way of defiance, and threatening to 
throw the ſtone. The captain de- 
fired him to deſiſt; but the man 
perſiſting in his inſolence, he was at 


length provoked to fire a load of 
The man having his 


ſmall-ſhor. 
mat on, which the ſhot were not 
able to penetrate, this had no other 
effect than to irritate and encourage 
them. 
at the marines; and one of the 
Erecs attempted to ſtab Mr. Phillips 
with his pahoca ; but failed in the 
attempt, and received from him a 


blow with the but end of his mul- 


quet, 


Several ſtones were thrown 
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quet. Captain Cook now fired his 
ſecond barrel, loaded with ball, and 
killed one of the fore moſt of the na- 
tives. A general attack with ſtones 
Alete followed, which was 
anſwered by a diſcharge of muſ- 
quetry from the marines, and the 
people in the boats. The iſlanders, 
contrary to the expectations of eve- 
Ty one, ſtood the fire with great 
firmneſs; and before the marines 
had time to reload, they broke in 
npon them with dreadful ſhouts and 
yells. What followed was a ſcene of 
the utmoſt horror and confuſion. 
Four of the marines were cut off 
amongſt the rocks 1n their retreat, 
and fell a ſacrifice to the fury of the 
enemy: three more were danger— 


cuſly wounded ; and the lieutenant 


who had received a ſtab between 


the ſhoulders with a pahbora®, hav- 


ing fortunately reſerved his fire, 
ihot the man who had wounded him 
juſt as he was going to repeat his 
blow. Our unfortunate commander, 


the laſt time he was ſeen diſtinctly, 


was ſtanding at the water's edge, 
and calling out to the boats to ceaſe 
firing, and to pull in. If it be 
true, as ſome of thoſe who were pre- 
lent have imagined, that the ma- 
rines and boat-men had fired with- 
out his orders, and that he was de- 
ſirous of preventing any further 
bloodſhed, it is not improbable, 
that his hu aanity, on this occaſion, 
proved fatal to him. For it was 
remarked, that whilſt he faced the 


natives, none of them had offered 
him any violence, but that having 
turned about, to give his orders to 


the boats, he was ſtabbed in the 
back, and fell with his face into the 
water, On ſeeing him fall, the 
iſlanders ſet up a great ſhout, and 
his body was immediately dragged 


* A fort of dogger. 


frequently floating in 


on ſhore, and ſurrounded by the 
enemy, who ſnatching the dagger 
out of each other's hands, ſhewed a 
ſavage eagerneſs to have a ſhare in 
his deſtruction.“ 

After having wintered at the 
Sandwich iſlands, of which captain 


King bas given the molt accurate 


deſcription, as alſo of the manners, 
cuitoms, habits, and the degree of 
1mprovement of the inhabitants, the 
two ſhips, under the command of 
captain Clerk, (captain Cook's ſuc- 
ceſſor) on the 15th of March, 1779, 
began their ſecond expedition to the 
North. 


On the 29th of April they ar- 


rived at the harbour of St. Peter and 


St. Paul, in Kamtſchatka ;—their 
tranſactions there, their journey to 
Bolcheretſk, (the reſidence of the go- 
vernor, major Behm) and the gene- 
rous and humane conduct ot that 


officer towards them, are told in a 


manner the moſt chaſte, ſim ple, and 
affecting that can be conceived, 


The attempt this year in ſearch 
of ea paſſage, proved as fruitleſs as 
that made by captain Cook, in the 
year preceding. The ſhips were 


ſtopped by impenetrable ice, which 
immenſe 
maſſes, not only damaged the ſhips, 
but ſo embayed them, as even to 
render their returning back a mat- 
ter of great difficulty. 

The author's + words upon this 
occaſion, give us a lively idea of their 
ſituation. 


« As it was now neceſlary to 


come to ſome determination with 


reſpect to the courſe we were next 


to ſteer, captain Clerk ſent a boat, 
with the carpenters, on board the 
Diſcovery, to enquire into the par- 
ticulars of the damage ſhe had ſuſ- 


tained. They returned, in the 


+ Captain King's. ; 
: evening, 
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evening, with the report of captain 
Gore, and of the carpenters of both 
ſhips, that the damages they had 


received were of a kind that would 


require three weeks to repair; and 
that it would be neceſlary, for that 
purpoſe, to go into ſome port. 
Thus, finding a farther ad- 
vance to the northward, as well as 


a nearer approach to either conti- 
nent, obſtructed by a ſea blocked 


up with ice, we judged it both in- 
jurious to the ſervice, by endan- 
gering the ſafety of the ſhips, as 
well as iruitleſs, with reſpect to the 


defign of our voyage, to make any 


farther attempts toward a paſſage. 


This, therefore, added to the re- 


preſentations of captain Gore, de- 
termined captain Clerk not to loſe 
more time 1n what he concluded to 
be an unattainable object, but to 
ſail for Awatſka Bay, to repair our 
damages there; and, before the win- 


ter ſhould ſet in, and render all other 


efforts towards diſcovery im practica- 
ble, to explore the coaſt of Japan, 
I will not endeavour to conceal 
the joy that brightened the counte- 
nance of every individual, as ſoon as 
captain Clerk's reſolutions were 
made known. We were all heartily 


ſick of a navigation full of danger, 


and in which the utmoſt perſever- 
ance had not been repaid with the 
{ſmalleſt probability of ſucceſs. We 
therefore turned our faces toward 
home, after an abſence of three 
years, with a delight and ſatisfac- 
tion, which, notwithſtanding the 
tedious voyage we had ſtill to make, 
and the immenſe diſtance we had to 
run, were as freely entertained, and 
perhaps as fully enjoyed, as it we 
ad been already in fight of the 
Land's-end.” 
If from the labours, the perils, 
and the natural bad effects ariſing 
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from the variation of climates, in a 
voyage of four years and upwards, 
chiefly in unexplored regions, and 
of the wonderful extent of the one 
in queſtion. If from theſe neceſſa- 
ry and unavoidable evils, we turn 
our eyes upon the ſhips with their 
reſpective crews returned home, 
and find the following to be their 
ſtate and condition, with what a 
mixture of admiration and gratitude 
mult we look upon the benevolent 
exertions of captain Cook, in pre- 
ſerving the health of his ſeamen ; 
exertions which will tranſmit his 
name to poſterity, amongſt the 
friends and benefactors of mankind |! 

On quitting the Diſcovery at 
Stromneſs, I had the ſatisfattion of 
leaving the whole crew in perfect 
health; and at the ſame time, the 


number of convaleſcents on board 


the Reſolution did not exceed two 


or three, of whom only one was in- 


capable of ſer vice. In the courſe 


of our voyage, the Reſolution loſt 
but five men by fickneſs, three of 


whom were in a precarious ſtate of 


health at our departure from Eng- 


land; the Diſcovery did not loſe a 
man. An unremitting attention to 
the regulations eſtabliſhed by cap- 


tain Cook, with which the world 1s 


already acquainted, may be juſtly 
conſidered as the principal cauſe, 
under the blefling of Divine Provi- 
dence, of this ſingular ſucceſs. But 


the baneful effects of ſalt proviſions 


might perhaps, in the end, have 
been felt, notwithſtanding theſe ſa- 
lutary precautions, if we had not 
aſſiſted them, by availing ourſelves 
of every ſubſtitute, our ſituation at 
various times afforded. Theſe fre- 
quently conſiſting of articles, which 
our people had not been uſed to con- 
fider as food for men, and being 


ſometimes exceedingly uuicous, it 


| required 
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required the joint aid of perſuaſion, 
authority, and example, to conquer 
their prejudices and dilguſts. 

The preventives we principal- 
ly relied on were ſour krout and 
portable ſoup. As to the antiſcor- 
butic remedies, with which we were 
amply ſupplied, we had no oppor- 
tunity of trying their effects, as 
there did not appear the ſlighteſt 
ſymptoms of the ſcurvy, in cither 
ſhip, , during the whole voyage. 
Our malt and hops had allo been 
kept as a reſource, in caſe of actual 
ſickneſs, and on examination at the 
Cape of Good Hope, were found 
entirely ſpoiled. About the ſame 
time, were opened ſome caſks of 
biſcuit, flour, malt, peaſe, oatmeal], 
and groats, which, by way of expe- 
riment, had been put up in ſmall 
caſks, lined with tin-frail, and found 
all, except the peaſe, in a much 
better ſtate than could have been 


expected in the uſual manner of 


package. x 

[ cannot neglect this opportu- 
nity of recommending to the con- 
ſideration of government, the ne- 
ceility of allowing a ſufficient quan- 
tity of Peruvian bark, to ſuch of 
his majeſty's ſhips as may be ex- 
poſed to the influence of unwhol- 
ſome climates. It happened very 
fortunately in the Diſcovery, that 
only one of the men that had fevers 
in the ſtraits of Sunda, ſtood in 
need of this medicine, as he alone 
conſumed the whole quantity uſually 
carried out by ſurgeons, ir. ſuch 
veſſels as ours. Had more been 
affected in the ſame manner, they 
would probably all have periſhed, 
trom the want of the only remedy 


capable of affording them effectual 


relief. 
Another circumſtance attend- 
ing this voyage; wuich, if we con- 
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ſider its duration, and the nature 


of the ſervice in which we were 


engaged, will appear ſcarcely leſs 
ſingular than the extraordinary 
healthineſs of the crews, was, that 
the two "ſhips never loſt ſight of 
each other for a day together, ex- 
cept twice ; which was owing, the 
firſt time, to an accident that hap- 
pened to the Diſcovery off the eoaſt 
of Owhyhee ; and the ſecond to the 
fogs we met with at the entrance of 
Awatſka bay. A ftronger proof 
cannot be given of the {kill and vi- 
gilance of our ſubaltern officers, to 


whom this ſhare of merit almoſt en- 


tirely belongs.“ | 


Having given this general outline 


of the voyage, and having alſo, in 
other parts of this volume of the 


Annual Regiſter, given various ex- 
tracts relative to the characters, 
manners, and cuſtoms, of the inha- 


bitants of the different countries ex- 
plored by captain Cook, we ſhall 
conclude by ſelecting ſome parts 
from this work of a more philoſo- 
phical nature and tendency. The 
firſt is reſpecting the currents which 
captain Cook met within his paſſage 
from England to the Cape of Good 


Hope. After mentioning the longi- 


tude of the Cape of Good Hope, 
as given by the watch, he proceeds 
as follows: 

„Hence we have reaſon to con- 
clude, that ſhe had gone well all the 


way from England, and that the 
longitude, thus given, may be nearet 


the truth than any other. 
If this be admitted, it will, in a 
great meaſure, enable me to find the 


direction and ſtrength of the cur- 


rents we met with on this paſſage 
from England. For, by comparing 
the latitude and longicude by dead 
reckoning, with thoſe by obſervation 
and the watch, we ſhall, from time 

| to 
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to time, have, very accurately, the 
error of the ſhip's reckoning, be 
the cauſe what it will. But as all 
imaginable care was taken in heav- 
ing and keeping the log, and every 
neceſſary allowance made for lee- 
way, heave of the ſea, and other 
ſach circumſtances, I cannot attri- 
bute thoſe errors that did happen, 
to any other cauſe but currents ; 
but more particularly when the er- 
ror was conſtantly the ſame way, 
for ſeveral days ſucceſſively. 
On the contrary, if we find the 
ſhip a-head of the reckoning on one 
day, and a-ftern of it on another, 
we have reaſon to believe that ſuch 
errors are owing to accidental 
cauſes, and not to currents. This 
| ſeems to have been the caſe in our 
paſſage between England and Te- 
neriffe, 


Auguſt, being then in the latitude 
of 120 north, and longitude 245 
weſt, the ſhip was carried 1 20' of 
longitude to the weſtward of her 
reckoning. At this ſtation, the 
currents took a contrary direction, 
and ſet to eaſt ſouth eaſt, at the rate 


of twelve or fourteen miles a day, 
or twenty-four hours, till we arrived 


into the latitude of 59 north, and 
longitude of 20? weſt ; which was 
our moſt eaſterly ſituation after 

leaving the Cape de Verde iſlands, 
till we got to the ſouthward. For 
in this ſituation the wind came 
ſoutherly, and we tacked and ſtretch- 
ed to the weſtward ;. and, for two 
or three days, could not find that 
our reckoning was affected by any 
current, So that I judged we 
were between the current that ge- 
nerally, if not conſtantly, ſets to 


the eaſt upon the coaſt of Guinea, 


Captain Cook's Voyage, vol. I. p. 14. 


But, from the time of our 
leaving that iſland, till the 15th of 
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and that which ſets to the weſt to- 
ward the coaſt of Brafil. 
This weſterly current was not 
conſiderable till we got into 29 
north, and 25 weſt. From this ſta- 
tion, to 3® ſouth and 30 weſt, the 
ſhip, in the ſpace of four days, was 
carried one hundred and fifteen 
miles in the direction of ſouth weſt 
by weſt, beyond her reckoning; an 
error by far-too great to have any 
other cauſe but a ſtrong current 


running in the ſame direction. Nor 
did its ſtrength abate here; but its 


courſe was, afterward, more weſter- 


ly, and to the north weſt; and off 


Cape Auguſtine, north, as I have 
already mentioned. But this north- 


erly current did not exiſt at twenty 


or thirty leagues to the ſouthward of 
that Cape; nor any other, that 1 
could perceive, in the remainin 


part of the paſſage. The little dif- 


ference we afterward found between 


the reckoning and obſervations, 


might very well happen without the 
aſſiſtance of currents; as will ap- 
pear by the table of days works. 

In the account of my laſt voyage “, 


I remarked, that the currents one | 


meets with in this paſſage generally 
balance each other. It happened 
ſo then; becauſe we croſſed the line 
about 200 more to the eaſtward than 


we did now; ſo that we were, of 


conſequence, longer under the in- 
fluence of the eaſterly current, which 
made up for the welterly one. And 


this, I apprehend, will generally be 


the cafe, if you croſs the line 10% or 
15 to the eaſt of the meridian of St. 
Jago. ON bo 3 

From theſe remarks I ſhall draw 
the following concluſion, That, af- 
ter paſſing the Cape de Verde 
iſlands, if you do not make above 


Hor 
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4® or 50 eaſting, and croſs the line 
in, or to the weſtward of, the meri- 
dian of St lago, you may expect to 
find your ſhip 30 or 4® to the weſt- 
ward of her reckoning, by the time 
you get into the latitude of 10? 
ſouth. If, on the other hand, you 
keep well to tbe eaſt, and croſs the 
line 15 or 209 to the eaſt of St, 
Jago, you will be then as much to 
the eaſt of your reckoning ; and the 
more you keep to the eaſtward, the 


greater will be your error; as has 


been experienced by ſome India 
ſhips, whoſe people have found them- 
ſelves cloſe upon the coaſt of An- 
gola, when they thought its diſtance 
was above two hundred leagues. 
During the whole of our paſſage 
from England, no opportunity was 
omitted of obſerving, with all the 


attention and accuracy that cir- 


cumſtances would permit, the varia- 
tion of the compaſs, which I have 


inſerted in a table, with the lati- 
tude and longitude of the ſhip at the 


time of obſervation. As the longi- 
tude may be depended upon, to a 
quarter or half a degree at moſt, 
this table will be of uſe to thoſe na- 
vigators who correct their reckoning 
by the variation. It will alſo en- 


able Mr. Dun to correct his new 


Variation Chart, athing very much 
wanted. „ | 

It ſeems ſtrange to me, that the 
2dvocates for the variation ſhould 
not agree amongſt themſelves. We 
find one * of them telling us, as I 
have already obſerved, hat with 80 
queſt wariation, or any thing above 


that, you may venture to ſail by the 


Cape de Verde iſlands, by night or 
day, being well afſured, with that 
variation, that you are to the eaſt- 
ard of them, Another, in his 


Nichelſon. 


chart ays down this variation 


ninety leagues to the weſtward f 


them. Such a diſaprecment as this, 
is a ſtrong proof of the uncerta:":y 
of both. However! - 5 
doubt, the former four.” 8 
well as in other places, : 
tion he mentions. But he 4 
have conſidered, that at ſea, 
even on land. the reſul's of the matt 
accurate obiervatio's wiil nor 41 
ways be the ſame Different con 
paſſes will give a ffe:ent viriations ; 


and even the ſame compaſle wili cif. 


fer from itielf wwe degrees, without 


our being able to difcover, much 


leſs to remove, the cauie, 
Whoever imagines he can find the 
variation within a degree, wil very 
often ſee himſelf much deceived. 
For, beſides the imperfection which 
may be in the conſtruction of the 
inſtrument, or in the power of the 
needle, it is certain that the motion 
of the ſhip, or attraction of the iron- 


work, or ſome other cauſe not yet 


diſcovered, will frequently occaſion 
far greater errors than this. That 
the variation may be found, with a 
ſhare of accuracy more than ſuffi- 
cient to determine the ſhip's courſe, 
is allowed; but that it can be found 
ſo exactly as to fix the longitude 
within a degree, or fixty miles, I 
abſolutely deny.”? Sy 
Theſe obſervations and remarks 
are delivered by captain Cook, with 
a preciſion which ſhews, that he 


conſidered them as of importance, 
and if they are not already con- 
firmed, improved, or enlarged, it 


is a proof that this age is unworthy 
of them, confidering the frequent 


opportunities that the Eaſt India 


trade furniſhes for making ſach ob- 


ſervations. 


+ Mr. Dun, 
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we ſhall finiſh theſe extracts with 
captain King's opinion upon the 


proſpect of a north weſt or north 


ea Aue. | | 

iT capita Cook lived to this 
period of our voyage, and experi- 
enced, in a ſecond attempt, the im- 
practicability of a North Eaſt or 
North Weſt paſſage from the Paci- 
fic to the Atlantic Ocean, he would 
doubtleſs have laid before the pub- 
lic, in one connected view, an ac- 
count of the obſtacles which defeat- 
ed this, the primary object of our 
expedition, together with his obſer- 
vations on a ſubject of ſuch magni- 
tude, and which had engaged the 
attention, and divided the opinions 
of philoſophers and navigators for 
upwards of two hundred years, I 
am very ſenſible how unequal I am 
to the taſk of ſupplying this defici- 
ency ; but, that the expectations 
of the reader may not be wholly 
diſappointed, I mult beg his candid 
acceptance of the following obſer- 
_ vations, as well as of thoſe I have 


already ventured to offer him, rela- 


tive to the extent of the North Eaſt 
coaſt of Aſia. | | 
The evidence that has been ſo 
fully and judiciouſly ſtated in the 
introduction, amounts to the higheſt 
degree of probability, that a North 
Weſt paſſage, from the Atlantic into 
the Pacific Ocean, cannot exiſt to 
the ſouthward of 65 of latitude. 


If then there exiſts a paſſage, it 


muſt be either through Baflin's bay, 
or round by the north of Greenland, 
in the weſtern hemiſphere ; or elſe 
through the Frozen Ocean, to the 
northward of Siberia, in the eaſtern ; 
and on which ever ſide it hes, the 

navigator muſt neceſſarily paſs 
through Beering's Strait. The im- 

practicability of penetrating into the 


v See Gmelin, pages 369, 374. 


Atlantic on either ſide, through this 
ſtrait, is therefore all that remains 
to be ſubmitted to the conſideration 
of the public. 

As far as our experience went, 
it appears, that the ſez to the north 


of Beering's Strait, is clearer of ice 


in Auguſt than in July, and perhaps 
in a part of September it may be 
ſtill more free. But, after the equi- 
nox, the days ſhorten ſo faſt, that 
no farther thaw can be expected; 


and we cannot rationally allow fa. 


great an effect to the warm weather, 
in the firſt half of September, as to 


imagine it capable of diſperſing the 


ice from the moſt northern parts of 
the American coaſt. But admitting 
this to be poſſible, it muſt at leaſt 
be granted, that it would be mad- 
neſs to attempt to run from the Icy 
Cape to the known parts of Baffin's 
Bay (a diſtance of four hundred and 
twenty leagues), in ſo ſhort a time 


as that paſſage can be ſuppoſed to 
continue open. | 


Upon the Aſiatic fide, there ap- 
pears ſtill leſs probability of ſucceſs, 
both from what came te our own 
knowledge, with reſpet to the 
ſtate of the ſea to the ſouthward of 


Cape North, and alſo from what we 


learn from the experience of the 


* lieutenants under Beering's direc- 


tion, and the journal of Shalauroff, 


in regard to that on the north of 


Siberia. N 
The voyage of Deſhneff, if its 


truth be admitted, proves undoubt- 
edly the poſſibility of paſſing round 


the north eaſt point of Aſia; but 
when the reader reflects, that near a 
century and a half has elapſed ſince 
the time of that navigator, during 
which, in an age of great curioſity 
and enterprize, no man has yet been 


able to follow him, he will not en- 


tertain 
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tertain very ſanguine expectations 
of the public advantages that can 
be derived from it. But let us even 
ſuppoſe, that in ſome fingularly fa- 
vourable ſeaſon a ſhip has found a 
clear paſſage round the coaft of Si- 
beria, and is ſafely arrived at the 
mouth of the Lena, ſtill there re- 
mains the cape of Taimura, ſtretch- 
ing to the 78® of latitude, which the 
good fortune of no ſingle voyager 
has hitherto doubled. | 

It is, however, contended, that 
there are ſtrongs reaſons for belicv- 
ing, that the ſea is more free from 
| Ice, the nearer we approach to the 


circumſtance 1s related. 


above, the. following remarkable 
Speaking 
of the land ſeen from the I ſchu- 
kotſkoi Noſs, it is ſaid, „ that in 
ſummer time they ſail in one day to 
the land in baidares, a fort ot veſſel 
conſtructed of » hale-bone, aud co- 
vered with ſeal-kKins; ind in wia 
ter time, going twilt with rcin-deer, 
the journey may hik-wile be made 
in a day.“ 
jbin- 
ed together by the ice. | 
The account given by Mr, 
Muller, of one of the exp ditions 
undertaken to diſcover a ſuppoſed 


A lulficient 56e that 
the two countries Were 4. 


pole; and that all the ice we ſaw 


in the lower latitudes, was formed 
. in the great rivers of Siberia and 
| America, the breaking up of which 
had filled the intermediate ſea. But 


Z even if that ſuppoſition be true, it 
J T5equally ſo, that there can be no 
DO acceſsto thoſe open ſeas, unleſs this 


great maſs of ice is fo far diſſolved 
in the ſummer, as to admit of a 
Mip's getting through it. If this 
be the fact, we have taken a wrong 
time of the year for attempting to 


been explored in April and May, 
before the rivers wete broken up. 
But how many reaſons may be given 
againſt ſuch a ſuppoſition ? Our ex- 
perience at Saint Peter and Saint 
Paul enabled us to judge what 


and upon that ground, we had rea- 
nents might not in winter be even 
with the ſtories we heard in Kamt- 
ſcbatka, that on the Siberian coaſt, 


they go out from the ſhore in 
winter, upon the ice, to greater diſ- 


tances than the breadth of the ſea 


is, in ſome. parts, from one conti- 
nent to the other, EE 


In the depoſitions referred to 


find this paſſage, which ſhould have 


might be expected farther north; 
ſon to doubt, whether the conti- 


joined by the ice; and this agreed 


iſtand in the Frozen Sea, 1s ſtill P! 


more remarkable. 
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« In the year 
1714, a new expedition was pre- 
pared from Jakutzk, for the {ame 
place, under the command of 


Alexei Markoff, who was to ſail 
from the mouth of the Jana; 


and if the Schitiłi were not fit 
for ſea voyages, he was to con- 
ſtruct at a proper place veſſels 
fit for proſecuting the diſcoveries 
without danger. : 


„ On his arrival at Uſt-janſcoe 
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Simovie, the port at which he 
was to embark, he fent an ac- 
count, dated February 2, 1715, 
to the chancery of Jakutzk, men- 
tioning that it was impoſſible ta 
navigate the ſea, as it was con- 


tinually frozen, both in ſummer 


and winter; and that, conſe- 
quently, the intended expedition 


was no otherwiſe to be carried 
on, but with ſledges drawn by 
dogs. In this manner he accord · 


ingly ſet out, with nine perſons, 


on the 10th of March the ſame 


year, and returned on the 3d of 


April, to Uſt-janſkoe Simovie. 


The account of his journey is as 
follows: that he went ſeven days, 
asfaſt as his dogs could draw him, 


Which, in gocd ways and wea- 


cc ther, 
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* ther, is eighty or a hundred 
te werſts in a day) directly toward 
© the north, upon the ice, without 
« diſcovering any iſlaid: that it 
* had not been poſiible for him 
ce to proceed any farther, the ice 
„ rifing there in the lea like moun- 
« tains; that he had climbed to the 
«© top of ſome of them, whence he 
* was able to fee to a great diſ- 
e tance round about him, but could 
* diſcern no appearance of land: 
« and that, at laſt, wanting food 
4 for his dogs, many of them died, 
* which obliged him to return.“ 
Beſides theſe arguments, which 
proceed upon an admiſſion of the 
hypotheſis, that the ice in thoſe ſeas 


comes from the rivers, there are 


_ Others which give great room to 
ſuſpect the truth of the hypotheſis 
itſelf, Captain Cook, whole opi— 
nion reſpecting the formation of 
ice, had formerly coincided with 
that of the theoriſts we are now 
controverting, found abandant rea- 
ſon, in the preſent voyage, for 


changing his lentiments, We found 


the coalt of each continent to be 
low, the ſoundings gradually de- 
creaſing toward them, and a ſtrik- 
ing reſemblance between the two ; 
which, together with the deſcrip- 
tion Mr. Hearne gives of the cop- 
by - woe river, afford reaſon to 

njecture, that whatever rivers 
may empty . themſelves into the 
Frozen Sea, from the American 
continent, are of the ſame nature 
with thoſe on the Afiatic fide; 
which are repreſented to be ſo ſhal- 
low at the entrance, as to admit 
only {mall veſſels; whereas the ice 
we have ſeen, riſes above the level 
of the ſea to a height equal to the 
depth of. thoſe rivers ; ſo that its 
entire height muit be at lealt ten 
times greater. m—_ 


Vol. XXVII. 
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| The curious reader will alſo, in 
this place, be led naturally to re- 


flect on another circumſtance, which 


appears very incompatible with the 
opinion of thoſe who imagine land 
to be neceſſary for the formation of 
ice; I mean the different ſtate of 
the ſea about Spitſbergen, and to 
the north of Beering's Strait. It is 
incumbent on them to explain how 
it comes to paſs, that in the former 


quarter, and in the vicinity of much 


known land, the navigator annually 
penetrates to near 800 north lati- 
tude; whereas, on the other ſide, 


his utmoſt efforts have not been 
able to carry him beyoud 71%; 
where, moreover, 
d:verge nearly eaſt and weſt, and 
where there is no land yet known 
to exiſt near the pole. 


the continents 


farther ſatis faction of the reader on 


this point, I ſhall beg leave to re- 
fer him to Oh er vations made during 
a wvoyage round the avorld, by Dr. 
Forſter, where he will find the 
auciiion of the formation of ice, 


tilly and ſatisfaQtorily diſcuſſed, 
and the probability of open polar 
ſeas diſproved by a variety of pow- 


erful arguments. - 


I ſhall conclude theſe remarks 


with a ſhort comparative view of 


the progreſs we made to the north- 
ward, at the two different ſeaſons 


we were engaged in that purſuit, 
together with a few general obſer- 
vations relative to the ſea, and the 


coaſt of the two continents, which 


lie to the north of Beering's | 


Strait. | | TY 
It may be obſerved, that in the 
year 1778, we did not meet with the 


ice, till we advanced to the latitude 


of 70%, on Auguſt 17th; and that 
then we found it in compact bodies, 


extending as far as the eye could 
reach, and of which a part or the 
ML whole 


For the 


0 = 
— — 1 a> "1-0 3»; owns too . _—_ * » 
c r. . 7 . 
” — - » — ST Þ... 
% 
- — = — 7 
— — n —F — i 
— 7 - — — — 
- * Mags 4 — 
2 - 4 5 U ata, El re 2 — — 


— - _ 


— _ — 


0 * a 
r 


5 >. * > 2 * Fs - 
— 25 * * * 


* w 
* * 
0 
”» 
bara ͥ x 225 neckline — — 
12 £ N * Y 
2 4 


— . 


ins al BOY p . 
E tie AIRS ed TI 
5 * * —— 
r RAT? 
en * 


162 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1794-5. 


whole was moveable, ſince, by its 
drifting down upon us, we narrowly 
eſcaped being hemmed in between 
it and the land, After experienc- 
ing both how fruitleſs and danger- 
ous it would be to attempt to pene- 
trate farther north, between the ice 
and the land, we ſtood over toward 
the Aſiatic ſide, between the lati- 
tude 69 and 70, frequently en- 
countering, in this tract, large and 
extenſive fields of ice; and though, 
by reaſon of the fogs, and thickneſs 
of the weather, we were not able 
abſolutely and entirely to trace a 
connected line of it acroſs, yet we 
were ſure to meet with it before we 
reached the latitude of 70, when- 
ever we attempted to ſtand to the 
northward. On the 26th of Au- 
guſt, in latitude 6932, and longi- 

tude 184", we were obſtructed ch it 
in ſuch quantities, as made it im- 
poſſible for us to paſs either to the 
north or weſt, and obliged us to run 
along the edge of it to the ſouth 
ſouth weſt, till we ſaw land, which 


we afterwards found to be the coaſt 


of Aſia. With the ſeaſon thus far 
advanced, the weather ſetting in 
with ſnow and fleet, and other figns 
of approaching winter, we aban- 
doned our enterprize for that 
time. | 5 . 
In this ſecond attempt, we could 
do little more than confirm the ob- 
ſervations we had made in the firſt; 
for we were never able to approach 
the continent of Aſia higher than the 
latitude of 67, nor that of America 


in any parts, excepting a few 


leagues between the latitude of 68? 
and 689 20%, that were not ſeen the 
laſt year. We were now obſtructed 
by ice 3* lower, and our. endeavours 
to puſh farther to the northward, 
were principally confined to the 


wide ſpace between the two coaſts. 


| A 


ſaw was moveable, 


We penetrated near 30 farther on 
the American fide than on the Afia- 
tic, meeting with the ice both years 
ſooner, and in greater quantities, 
on the latter coaſt. As we advanced 
north, we ftill found the ice more 
compact and ſolid ; yet as, in our 
different traverſes from fide to fide, 
we paſſed over ſpaces which had 
before been covered with it, we 
conjectured, that moſt of what we 
Its height, on 
a medium, we took to be from eight 
to ten feet, and that of the higheſt 
to have been fixteen- or eighteen. 


We again tried the currents twice, 
and found them unequal, but never 


to exceed one mile an hour. By 
comparing the reckoning with the 
obſervations, we alſo found the cur- 
rent to ſet difterent ways, yet more 
from the ſouth weſt than any other 


quarter; but whatever their direc- 


tion might be, their effect was ſo 
trifling, that no concluſions, re- 
ſpecting the exiſtence of any paſſage 
to the northward, could be drawn 
from them. We found the month of 
July to be infinitely colder than that 


of Auguſt. The thermometer in 


July was once at 282, and very com- 
monly at 300; whereas the laſt year, 
in Auguſt, it was very rare to have 
it ſo low as the freezing point. 
In both ſeaſons, we had ſome high 
winds, all of which came from the 
ſouth weſt, We were ſubje& to 


fogs, whenever the wind was mode- 


rate, from whatever quarter, but 


they attended ſoutherly winds more 


conſtantly than contrary ones. 
The ſtraits, between the two con- 
tinents, at their neareſt approach, 


in latitude 66, were aſcertained to 


be thirteen leagues, beyond which 
they diverge to north eaſt by eaſt 


and weſt north weſt; and in latitude 


69% they become 142 of longitude, 
„% | 
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or about one hundred leagues, a- 
ſander. A great fimilarity is ob- 
ſervable in the appearance of the 
to countries, to the northward of 
the ſtraits. Both are deſtitute of 
wood, The ſhores are low, with 
mountains riſing to a great height 
farther up the country. The depth 
of water in the mid-way between 
them, was twenty-nine ard thirty 
fathoms, decreaſing gradually as we 
approached either continent, with 
the difference of being ſomewhat 
ſhoaler oa the American than on 


the Aſiatic coaſt, at the ſame diſ- 


tance from land. The bottom, in 
the middle, was a ſoft ſlimy mud; 


and on drawing near to either ſhore, 


a brown ſand, intermixed with {mall 
fragments of bones, and a few ſhells. 
We obſerved bur little tide or cur- 
rent; what there was, came from 
the weſtward,” 8 : 
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Travels into Poland, Ruſſia, Swe- 
den, and Denmark, Sc. &c. by 
William Coxe, A. M., F. R.S. 
Fellow of King's College, Cam- 
bridge; and Chaplain to his Grace 
the Duke of Marlborough. 1: tao 
Volumes, 4to, 


T N this work Mr. Coxe has en- 


the policy, the laws, and the go- 
vernment of the different kingdoms 
through which he has travelled. His 
aſſiduity and his judgment in deriv- 
ing his information from the beſt 
and moſt reſpectable authorities, 
render his book of confiderable va- 
lue. Leſs elegant than uſeful, he is 
ſometimes entertaining, but almoſt 
always inſtructive. | 


_ tered at large into the hiſtory, 
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He commences with Poland, and 
has interwoven into his account of 
that kingdom, a particular relation 


communicated to him by Mr. Wrax- 
all, of the attempt made by the con- 
federates to aſſaſſinate the preſent *' 


king, in 1771*. He afterwards 


gives a tol-rably circumſtantial, and 


yet not too diffuſive, an account of 
the government of Poland ; the 
legiſlative part thereof conſiſting of 
the king, the ſenate, and the equeſ- 
trian order, in a general diet aſſem- 
bled; the executive part, according 
to the new eſtabliſhment made by 
the diet in 1775, being veſted in the 
permanent council, conſtituted from 
the three different eſtates of the 


king, ſenate, and equeſtrian order. 


Of all theſe different eſtates ſepa- 
rately, of the permanent council, 


its departments, and its duties, and 


of the general diet, he ſpeaks fully 


and diſtinctly, His account of the 
country itſelf only proves to us 
how ill-adapted and inſufficient is 


its government, to overb2lance and 


reſtrain the oppreſſive, indolent, and 


waſting power of its nobles. © - 7 


His character of the king of Po- 


land, Staniſlaus Auguſtus, is the 
one generally adopted in favour of 
that monarch; namely, that of an 
amiable man, a gentleman, and a 
ſcholar. | | 


Prom Poland Mr. Coxe proceeds 


to Raſta, and enters minutely into 


ſome particular periods of the hiſ- 
tory of that kingdom, concerning 
which hiſtorians have not at all 
agreed. 
en by different authors of the Czar, 
who reigned under the name of De- 
metrius, are diſcuſſed with great 
judgment and penetration; and the 


different authorities concerning his 


* See the Miſcellaneous Eſſays, page 97, where this account is inſerted. 
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to a focus, the reader is better en- 
abled to form his own determina- 


tion on the ſubject. Mr. Coxe in- 


clines to think him the real ſon of 
the emperor Ivan Vaſſiliovitch II. 
With equal minuteneſs Mr. Coxe 
enters into the hiſtory of the princeſs 
Sophia Alexiefna, ſiſter to Peter 
the Great, and regent during his 
minority, and takes great pains to 
do away the different aſperſions 
thrown upon her character by almoſt 
all the hiſtorians who have treated 
of that period. — That the princeſs 
Sophia Alexiefna excluded Peter 
from all ſhare in the government as 


long as ſhe was able, appears evi- 
dently to be the caſe; that ſhe did 


ſo without having recourſe to any 


_ peculiar acts, either of ſeverity or 


oppreſſion with reſpect to him, is as 


evident: « when the genius of Peter 


acquired the aſcendancy,” it is as 
evident that he did not uſe his ſu- 
periority over his rival with equal 


moderation and temperance. Fe- 
rociou 


enetrating, the ſhorteſt 
way to his objects, with him, was al- 
ways the beſt, and once clearly fte- 


ing his way, he purſued it by means 
. ſo ſtrong, deciſive, and powerful, as 


made art and nice conduct unne- 
ceſſary in their execution. 

We cannot here help obſerving, 
that the regular diſcuſſion of contro- 


verted and detached parts of hiſtory, 


(though extremely uſeful in itfelf) 
is but ill ſubmitted to by readers of 


travels, voyages, and ſuch like. 
The mind, eatily led on, and inte- 


reſted by the force of narration ſim- 
ply, is with difficulty led out of its 
road to the conſideration of any ſpe- 
cific or given ſubject of magnitude. 
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identity being brought, as it were, 


But whatever is naturally and int. 
mately connected with the narrative, 
neither branching out from, nor re. 
turning to it too abruptly, keeps 
the attention alive and unbroken. 
Peterſburgh and its environs, the 


different reſidences of the preſent 


Empreſs of Ruſſia, her court, her 
mode of life, her buſineſs, her plea- 
ſures, and amuſements *, are de- 
ſcribed and treated in an entertain- 
ing and eaſy manner. In the ſe- 
cond volume of his work, Mr. Coxe 
commences with relating the parti- 
culars of the Revolution of 1762, 
which placed the preſent Empreſs 
on the throne of Ruſſia, in exclu- 
ſion of her huſband, Peter III. As 


the weakneſs of his conduct ena- 


bled her, ſo his HI behaviour to- 
wards her, in ſome meaſure juſti- 
fied the ſteps ſhe took on this occa- 
ſion. It the intention of impriſon- 
ing her can be clearly and ſatisfac- 


.torily brought home to Peter, the 


conduct of the Empreſs then ſtands 
in a ſtill fairer light, and ſelf. de- 
fence may be urged as her leading 
motive. | 

Here follows the hiſtory of prince 
Ivan, great grandſon of the Czar 
Ivan Alexievitch, 'elder brother of 
Peter the Great. 'This unfortunate 
prince ſucceeded his aunt the Em- 
preſs Anne, when he was only three 
months old, and in little more than 
a year aſterwards was depoſed and 


1mpriſoned by Elizabeth, together 


with his parents, Anne of Meck- 
lenburgh, and Anthony Ulrick, 
prince of Brunſwick, A priſoner 


from his cradle, he was at laſt kill- 


ed in his twenty-third year by the 
officers who guarded him in the 
fortreſs of Schluſſelburgh, and who, 


* See an extract from this part of Mr. Coxe's work, given under the head of 


Miſcellaneous Eſſays, page 105. 


in 


Marlborough and 
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11 obedience to their orders, were 
driven to that extremity, from an 
attempt made by a ſubaltera officer 
to reſcue him from his confinement, 
and which was upon the point of 
ſucceeding. 

We {hall here lay before our 
readers a ſhort account of the cele- 
brated Marſhal Munich, whick Mr. 
Coxe has given in the following 
words: 

« Count Burchard Chriſtopher 
Munich, ſon of a Daniſh officer, was 
born at New- Huntorf, in the county 
of Oldenburgh, on the ꝙth of May, 
O. S. 1683. He received an excel- 
lent education; and, in the 17th 
year of his age, entered into the 
ſervice of the Landgrave of Heſſe- 


Darmſtadt, who, on account of his 


knowledge in tactics, conferred upon 
him the rank of captain. He ſerved 


his firſt campaign in 1701, when the 


emperor Joſeph commanded againit 
the French; and was preſent at the 
ſie ge of Landaw. In 1705, he was 


grave of Heſſe-Caſſel; and learned 
the art of war under the/duke of 


qc ay as a major by 0 Land- 


prince Eugene. 
He diginguimed himſelf for bis 
cool intrepidity in ſeveral engage- 
ments and ſieges, and particularly 
at the battle of Malplaquet, when, 
in recompence for his bravery, he 
was made lieutenant-colonel. Be- 
ing, in 1712, dangerouſly wounded 
at the battle of Denain, he was 
taken priloner by the French; and 
ſoon after his releaſe, in the enſuing 
year, raiſed to the command of a 
regiment. 


7 In 4716, he quitted the Heſſian, 


and entered the Poliſh ſervice, un- 
der Auguſtus II. and was ſoon pro- 
moted to the rank of major-general ; 

but, in 1721, being inſulted by 
count Fleming, the king's favourite, 


it from count Munich himſelf, was 
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he went into Ruſſia, and was re- 
ceived in the moſt honourable man- 
ner by Peter J. Being charged by 
that great monarch with the execu- 
tion of ſeveral important truſts, 
both civil and military, he ſucceſ- 
tively filled the higheſt poſs in the 
army and ſtate. He was created 
marſhal by the empreſs Anne, and 
placed at the head of the war de- 


partment; he obtained the com- 


mandof the army againſt the Turks, 


and proved his military talents by 
his ſucceſſes in the campaigns of 


1737 and 1738. 


* Soon after the death of the em- 


preſs, he adviſed, planned, and ex- 
ecuted the arreſt of Biren; and was 
rewarded by the regent Anne with 
the office of prime-minifter. But as 
he was diſcontented at not bein 


appointed generaliſſimo, and as his 
power and ambition gave umbrage 


to the court, he requeſted permiſ- 
ſion to reſign his employ ments, and 


was Sftonithed. at the readineis with 


which his requeſt was granted. In- 
ſtead of repairing to the Pruſſian 


court, to which he was ſtrongly in- 


vited, he imprudently remained in 
Ruſſia, Batiering himſelf with the 
hopes of being reinſtated in his for- 


mer dignity; and was arreſted on 


the 6th of December 1741, by or- 
der of Elizabeth. The oſtenſible 
reaſon of his diſgrace was, that he 


had perſuaded the empreſs Anne to 


nominate Ivan her ſucceſſor; but 


the real cauſe, as I was informed by 


a perſon of veracity, who received 


that, by order of that empreſs, he 


had taken into cuſtody one of Eli- 


zabeth's favourites. | 
« Munich was brought before a 
committee appointed to examine the 
ſtate priſoners ; being fatigued with 
repeated queſtions, and perceiving 
M 3 that 
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that his judges were determined to 
find him guilty, he ſaid to them, 
Dictate the anſwers which you 
wiſh me to make, and I will fign 
them.“ The judges immediately 
wrote down a confeſſion of ſeveral. 
charges, which being ſubſcribed by 
Munich, his mock-trial was con- 
- Cluded. Being thus without fur- 
ther ceremony convicted of high 
| treaſon, he was condemned to be 
quartered ; but his ſentence was 
changed by Elizabeth to perpetual 
impriſonment. During that em- 
preſs's reign, namely, for the ſpace 
of twenty years, he was confined at 
Pelim in Siberia, in an oſtrog, or 
priſon, ſurrounded with paliſadoes, 
of which, according to Manſtein, he 
had himſelf drawn the plan, and 
ordered to be conſtrued for the re- 


ception of Biren. The place of 


his impriſonment was an area en- 
cloſed with high paliſadoes about 
170 feet ſquare; within which was 


a wooden houſe, inhabited by him 


ſelf, his wife, and a few ſervants ; 
and a ſmall garden, which he culti- 
vated with bis own hands. He re- 
ceived a daily allowance of 125. for 
the maintenance of himſelf, his 
wife, and domeſtics; which little 
pittance he increaſed by keeping 
cows, and ſelling part of their milk, 
and by occaſionally inſtructing youth 
in geometry and engineering. He 
behaved, during his long confine- 
ment, with the utmoſt reſignation, 
- tranquill:ty, and even cheerfulneſs. 
He was accuſtomed every day at 
dinner to drink to his wife “a happy 
return to Peterſburgh,” He had 
prayers twice a day, from eleven to 
twelve in the morning, and from ſix 
to {even in the evening: they were 
read in the German tongue by his 
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count himſelf performed the ſervice, 
Beſide the culture of his garden, 

and the hours he paſſed in giving 
inſtruction, he found ſufficient lei- 


ſure'tor compoſing hymns, for tranſ- 
| lating ſeveral pſalms and prayers 


into German verſe, and for writing 
a treatiſe upon the art of war: the 
latter he propoſed, if ever he ſhould 
be releaſed from his confinement, - 
to preſent to the king of Pruſſia. 
In the laſt year of his impriſonment, 
a centinel informing againſt Mu- 
nich's ſervants for ſupplying him 
with pens and paper, the count, in 
order to prevent any diſcovery, was 
obliged to deſtroy all his writings, _ 
the amuſement and labours of fo 
many years. | 

« He had always ſupported himſelf 
with the expectation of recovering 
his liberty at the acceſſion of Pe- 
ter III.; but he was no fooner in— 
formed of that event, than, with the 
agitation natural to a perſon in his 
ſtate, he began to dread that his 


expeCtation was ill-founded. He 


ſuffered during ſeveral weeks the 
molt alarming anxiety, perpetually 
fluctuated between hope and fear; 
and was often heard to declare, that 
thele few weeks appeared to him 
much longer than all the former 
years of his confinement. At length, 
on the morning of the 11th of Fe- 
bruary 1762, the long- expected meſ- 
ſenger arrived from Peterſburgh, 
with the order for his releaſe. Mu- 
nich, who happened to be engaged 
in his prayers, did not perceive him; 
and his wife made ſigns to the meſ- 
ſenger not to diſturb him. Upon 
being informed of his recall, he 


Was ſo affected as to faint away; 


but ſoon recovering, he fell down 
upon his knees, and in the moſt 


chaplain Martens; and, after his fervent manner offered up his thanks 


death, which happened in 1749, the for this change in his ſituation, 


— 
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the 19th, he departed from Pelim, 
and arrived at Peterſburgh on the 
24th of March, in the ſame ſheep- 
{kin dreſs which he had worn in his 
priſon. On the ziſt, he was ad- 
mitted to an audience by the em- 


peror : Peter, after hanging round 


his neck the order of St. Andrew, 
and reſtoring him to his antient 
rank, ſaid to him, I hope that 
your advanced age will fill permit 
you to ſerve me. Since your 
majeſty,” replied the count at the 
concluſion of a long ſpeech, has 
raiſed me from darkneis into light, 
and recalled me from Siberia to 
proſtrate myſelf before your throne; 
J ſhall always be molt willing to 
expole my life in your ſervice, 
Neither a long baniſhment from the 
throne of majeſty, nor the climate 
of Siberia, have been able to damp, 
in the ſmalleſt degree, that fire which 
formerly ſhone with ſuch luſtre for 
the 1ntereits of the Ruſſian empire, 
and the glory of its ſovereign.“ 
„Munich enjoyed the favour and 
protection of Peter III. and Catha- 
rine II.; and died on the 16th of 
October 1763, in the 85 ch year of 
his age.“ | 
Atter having given an account 
of the rebellion of the impoſtor Pu- 
gatchef, who aſſumed the name of 
Peter III. his defeat and ſubſequent 
execution, Mr. Coxe returns to the 
preſent ſtate of Ruſſia, and gives 
us an exact and particular detail of 
its penal laws *, puniſhments, and 
the outlines of its preſent juriſpru- 


dence. In treating of theſe ſub- 


jects, he pays that tribute of ap- 
plauſe to her imperial majeſty, 
which is ſo juſtly due to her conduct. 
The different claſſes of the inhabi- 
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tants of Ruſſia, divided into four 
orders, viz. the nobles, the clergy, 


the merchants and burghers, and 


the peaſants, come next into conſi- 
deration ; and afterwards the ſtate of 
learning in Ruſſia, including poe- 
try and hiſtory, with a minute ac- 
count of the two reſpective acade- 
mies of arts and ſciences (the firſt 
inſtituted by the empreſs Elizabeth, 
the latter by Peter the Great); the 
ſtate of the revenues, of the army, 
of the navy, and of the commerce 
of the country, concludes what is 
ſaid of Ruſſia.— To enter particu- 
larly into the different above-men- 


tioned ſubjects treated of by Mr, 


Coxe, is far from being within the 
limits of our work; but let it ſuffice 
to ſay, that they contain much mi- 
nute, extenſive, and 


* 


thentic infor- 


mation. 95 


From Ruſſia, Mr. Coxe proceeds 
through Finland into Sweden: his 


deſcription of Stockholm, and of 
its ſituation, we ſhall lay before our 


readers. 
« During the courſe of my travels, 


T have ſeen no town with whoſe fi- 


tuation I was ſo much {truck as with 
that of Stockholm, for its ſingular 


and romantick ſcenery. This ca- 
pital, which is very long and irre- 
gular, occupies, beſide two penin- 


ſulas, ſeven ſmall rocky iſlands, 
ſcattered in the Mzxler, in the 
ſtreams which iflue from that lake, 
and in a bay of the gulf of Bothnia, 
A variety of contraſted and enchant- 
ing views are formed by numberleſs 


rocks of grcnite riſing boldly from 


the ſurface of the water, partly bare 


and craggy, partly dotted with 


houſes, or feathered with wood. 


The harbour is an inlet of the Bal- 


* See extracts from this part of Mr, Coxe's Travels, page 119, in the Miſcel- 
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t. 

ic: the water 1s clear as cryſtal, 
and of ſuch depth that ſhips of the 
largeſt burthen can approach the 
quay, which is of conſiderable 
breadth, and lined with ſpacious 
buildings and warehouſes. At the 
extremity, of the harbour ſeveral 
ſtreets riſe one above another in the 


form of an amphitheatre; and the 


palace, a magnificent building, 
crowns the ſummit. Towards the 
ſea, about two or three miles from 
the town, the harbour 1s contracted 
Into a narrow ſtrait, and, windin 
among high rocks, diſappears from 
the ſight; and the proſpect is ter- 
minated by diſtant hills, overſpread 
with foreſt. It is far beyond the 
power of words, or of the pencil, to 
delineate theſe ſingular views. The 
central iſland, from which the city 
derives its name, and the Ritter- 


holm, are the handſomeſt parts of 


the town. 

Excepting in the ſuburbs, 
where the houſes are of wood paint- 
ed red, the generality of the build- 


houſes: 
clergy, 3d. of citizens, and 4th, 


and accurately, and certainly hag 
clearly ſhewn, that although the 
executive power is in effect lodged 
in the king alone, yet the legillative 
is not, but in him jointly with the 
ſkates. 

The ſtates conſiſt of the four 
1ſt. of nobles, 2d. of the 


of peaſants: of each ot theie re- 
ſpectively, and the manner in which 
they are repreſented, Mr. Coxe has 
given a diſtin and accurate ac- 
count, 

The prerogatives of the king of 
Sweden are certainly of ſo extenſive 
and pervading a nature, as to leave 
the legiſlative authority but little 
room for action; and in proportion 


as the laws and regulations, as ſet- 


tled at the revolution in 1772, are 


adequate to the purpoſes of govern- 
ment, the legiſlative authority be- 


comes of leſs account; but whenever 


it ſhould be neceſſary to add, or 
amend the laws and regulations now 


n force, to alter old taxes, or pro- 
ings are of ſtone, or brick dere ole new ones (and upon other oc- 
white, 


The royal palace, 
ſtands in the center of Stockholm, 
and upon the higheſt ſpot of ground. 
was begun by Charles XI.: it is a 
large quadranguiar ſtone edifice, 
and the ſtyle of architecture f is both 
elegant and magnificent.“ 
The chapter relative to the pre- 
ſent government of Sweden, as ſet- 
tled by the revolution in 1772, is 
well written; it gives due praile to, 
and in general coincides with, what 
Mr. Sheridan, formerly ſecretary 
to the Britiſh envoy at Stockholm, 
has written on that ſubject, but dif- 
fers with him on the general con- 
cluſions which that gentleman has 
drawn, reſpecting the king of Swe- 

den's unlimited authority. This 


point Mr. Coxe has diſcuſſed fairly 


hich caſions), the ſupreme legiſlative 


authority mult certainly interpoſe; 

and perhaps no ſyſtem of legitlation 
can ever long remain without the 
neceſſary intervention of the legiſ- 


lature to abrogate or amend its 
own laws, and to lupply new 


Ones. 


Mr. Coxe has given a very full 


and circumſtantial account of the 
univerſity of Upſala (formerly the 
metropolis of Sweden, and the 
roya' . 2{idence) of its ſtudents, its 
cur. ties, its regulations, and the 
charaRers of the different kings of 
Sweden who lie buried there. In 
addition to his account of the uni- 

verſity, he has added biographical 
memoirs, and remarks on the wiit- 
ings, of ſome of its moſt celebrated 


Proteſſors, 
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profeſſors, viz. of Linnæus, Walle- 
rius, Cronſtedt, and Bergman. The 
chapter which ſpeaks of the three 
laſt of the above perſons, is a com- 
\ munication of Dr. Pulteney's to the 
author. 3555 

An accurate deſeription, accom- 
panied with a chart, is given of the 
inland navigation of Sweden, in 
which is explained the projects form- 
ed for a regular junction of the dif- 
ferent lakes and rivers with the Ger- 
man ocean; ſtating how far, and 

by what means, they have been car- 
ried into execution. . 
- Our author concludes with Den- 
mark; and although comparatively 
but a ſmall portion of his work 1s 
allotted to this laſt object of his tra- 
vels, yet it includes a variety of 
matter. In ſpeaking of the palace 
of Cronborg, at Elſinoor, where the 
late queen Matilda was impriſoned, 
he takes occaſion to relate an inte- 
reſting and affecting anecdote of that 


unfortunate princeſs: In this pa- 


lace (ſays he) was impriſoned the 
late unfortunate queen Matilda. 
During her cor finement ſhe inha- 
bpited the governor's apartment, 
and had permiſſion to walk upon the 
ſide- batteries, or upon the leads of 
the tower. She was uncertain of 
the fate that awaited her; and had 
great reaſon to apprehend, that the 
party which had occaſioned her ar- 
reſt meditated ſtil! more violent 
meaſures, When the Engliſh mi- 
niſter at Copenhagen brought an 
order for her enlargement, which he 
had obtained by his ſpirited con- 
duct, ſhe was fo ſurprized with the 
unexpected intelligence, that ſhe 
inſtantly burſt into a flood of tears, 


embraced him in a tranſport of joy, 


and called him her deliverer. After 
a ſhort conference, the miniſter pro- 
poſed, that her majeſty ſhould im- 


tunes. But, however anxious ſhe 


mediately embark on board of a 
ſhip that was waiting to carry her 


from a kingdom, in which ſhe had 


experienced ſuch a train of inisfor- 


was to depart, one circumſtance 
checked the exceſs of her joy: a 


few months before her impriſon- 


ment, ſhe had been delivered of a 
princeſs, whom ſhe ſuckled herſelf. 
The rearing of this child had been 
her only comfort ; and ſhe had con- 
ceived a more than parental attach- 
ment to it, from its having been the 
conſtant companion of her miſery. 


The infant was at that period af- 
flicted with the meaſles ; and, hav- 


ing nurſed it with unceaſing ſolici- 
tude, ſhe was deſirous of continuing 
her attentzon and care, All theſe 
circumitances had ſo endeared the 
child to her, rendered more ſuſ- 


ceptible of tenderneſs in a priſon 
than in a court, that when an order 


for detaining the young princeſs was 
intimated to her, ſhe teſtified the 


ſtrongeſt emotions of grief, and 
could not, for ſome time, be pre- 
vailed upon to bid a final adieu. 
At length, aſter beſtowing repeated 


careſſes upon this darling object of 


her affection, ſhe retired to the veſ- 


ſel in an agony of deſpair. She 


remained upon deck, her eyes im- 
moveably directed towards the pa- 


lace of Cronborg, which contained 


her child, that had been io lung her 


only comfort, until darkneſs inter- 
cepted the view. The veſſel hav- 


ing made but little way during 


night, at day break ſhe obſerved 
with fond ſatisfaction that the pa- 
lace was ftill v:iible z and could not 
be perſuaded to enter the cabin as 
long as ſhe could diſcover the faint- 
eſt glimpſe ot the battlements. 


It is well known that ber majeſty. 


relided at Zell, where ſhe was car- 


ried 
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ried off, by a ſcarlet fever, in the 
fixteenth day of her illneſs. 


„Queen Matilda was naturally of | 


a lively diſpoſition, until her mis- 
fortunes brought on a ſettled melan- 
choly, which preyed upon her mind. 
In company ſhe endeavoured to diſ- 
ſemble her ſorrows, and aſſume a 

cheerfulneſs to which her heart was 

a ſtranger. She became extremely 
fond of ſolitude; and, when alone, 
indulged her grief in the molt bitrer 
lamentations. She retained, to her 
Jaſt moments, the moſt unaffected 
attachment to her children in Den- 
mark: with all the anxiety of a pa- 
rent ſhe made repeated. enquiries 
after them, and was delighted with 


receiving the minuteſt accounts of 


their health, amuſements, and edu- 
cation. Having obtained their por- 
traits from Copenhagen, ſhe placed 
them in her moſt retired apartment, 
often apoſtrophized them as if they 


were preſent *, and addreſſed them 


in the tendereſt manner.“ 
The revolution of 1660, which 


changed the conſtitution of Den- 


mark, from an elective and limited, 
to an abſolute and hereditary, 
monarchy, is detailed at large; 


and a fſuccin&t account given of 
fits population, 


finances, army, 
navy, and clergy. Mr. Coxe has 


alſo taken a review of the ſtate 
of Daniſh literature, under which 


head the Icelandic writers in former 
ages made a conſiderable figure. 
Ihe peculiar bent and genius of the 
various Daniſh authors, which are 
now extant, and worthy of our ad- 
miration, ſeem chiefly to turn upon 
hiſtory, natural hiſtory, and anti- 
quity. 
Ihe intended inland navigation, 
from the Baltic into the German 
ocean, acroſs the dutchy of Holſtein, 


by the canal of Kiel, and the river 
Eyder, of which Mr. Coxe has giv- 
en an engraving, and an accurate 
deſcription, is a work of the great. 
eſt importance; to uſe his own 
words“ 'The utility of this im- 


portant undertaking will be evident 


from a mere inſpection of the map 
of Denmark, At preſent even the 


ſmalleſt veſſols, trading from any 


part of the Daniſh dominions in the 
Baltic- to the Northera Sea, muſt 
make a circuit round the extremity 
of Jutland, and are liable to be de- 
tained by oppoſite winds. This 


navigation is ſo tedious, that goods 
ſhipped at Copenhagen for Ham- 
burgh are not unuſually ſent by ſea 


only to Lubeck, and from thence 
by land to Hamburgh. But the 


completion of this canal will enable 


veſſels of a certain burden to paſs 


immediately from the Baltic into 


the German ocean; proceed with- 


out unlading to Hamburgh ; or fail 
to Colland, which, in times of war, 
receives great ſupplies of ſugar, and 
other Weit Indian commodities, 


from Denmark.” 


—_—— 
— — 
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Travels in ibe Two Sicilies, by Henry 
Swinburne, Eg. in the years 1777, 
1778, 1779, and 1780. In twq 
s. 440. | | 


TRHESE Travels have undoubt- 
edly a conſiderable degree of 


merit, and prove the author to be a 


man of letters and of information. 


A ſubject which has ſo much, and 


for ſo long time, as Italy, attracted 


he attention and labours of the 


arned in all branches, and of all 


denominations, requires more than 


ordinary obſervation and talents ta 


make new, deſired, and valuable to 


the world, 5 


I received this anecdote from a perſon at Zell, who had more than once over- 


peard this affecting frene, 


In 
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In the courſe of his account of the 
preſent itate of the Two Sicilies, Mr. 
Swinburne frequently and happily 
enough inſerts as well the ancient 
and claſſical, as the more modern 
hiſtory of the ſeveral places which 
fall under his obſervation. 'This 
mode of writing is peculiarly well 
adapted, and congenial to the coun- 
try treated of, which continually re- 
calls to our memory ſcenes embel- 
liſhed, adorned, and rendered me- 
morable, in the works of the ancient 

oets and hiſtorians. 

The author commences his 'Tra- 
vels from Naples; of which city, 
and of the -charaQter and manners 
of its inhabitants, an account may 
be ſeen in an extract irom this work, 
in the Annual Regiſter for 1782, 
and which ſeems to he drawn from 
a more minute attention to the real 
diſpoſitioas of the people, than is 
generally'to be met with in the 
writers of travels. | 
From Naples Mr. Swinburne pro- 
ceeds to Taranto, the Tarentum of 
the ancients, The relation of this 
journey is interſperſed with a variety 
of claſſical and hiſtorical remarks, 
at the ſame time that it contains a 
conſiderable degree of information 
relative to the preſent ſtate of the 
country ; a few extracts of this lat- 
ter ſpecies, with reſpect to Taran- 
to *, its environs, and inhabitants, 
we ſhall lay before our readers. 
On his approach to Taranto, he 
ſays— „ 

« | next reached a delicious vale, 
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called Le Citrezze+, where a ſtream 
riſes in a baſon about three hundred 
yards from the ſea, The waters 
occaſion a perpetual verdure in the 
meadows, and proves of aged olive 
trees defend them from the ſcorch- 
ing ray, and from all winds but the 
ſoft zephyrs that play upon the ſur- 
face of the Mare Piccolo. I alight- 

ed to enjoy the charms of this ſweet _ 
{ſequeſtered ſpot, and while my eyes 
ranged over the beautiful landſcape, 
ſuffered my imagination to wander 
into a chain ot melancholy reflec- 
tions on the general viciſſitudes in 
the fate of empires, and on the deſ- 
tiny of Taranto in particular. All 
was then ſtill in that port, where 
the trading veſſels of half the world 
One ſingle fiſhing- | 
boat diſturbed the boſom of thoſe 
waters, where the mighty navy of 
Carthage once diſplayed its flag. 
Of all the temples, gmynaſia, thea- 
tres, and other monuments of glory 
and opulence, not ſo much as a ſin- 
gle column riſes upon the hill where 
Tarentum once ſtood: the paultry 
buildings of ſome mean convents, 
inhabited by the moſt inſignificant _ 
of friars, mark its ancient ſituation; _ 
while the modern city, crowded into 


a narrow iſland, holds the place of 


the old citadel, and ſtill reſembles 


a fortreſs more than an emporium 


of trade. But in deſpite of this 
change in its fortunes, the appear- 
ance of Taranto is replete with 
wonderful beauties. At my feet, 
the Mare Piccolo rolled its gentle 


* An account of the Mare Piccolo in the Bay of Taranto, of its ſhell fiſh, of the _ 
Pinna Marina, and of the Tarantula, may be ſeen in the Ann. Reg. for 1782. - 
The Tarentines call this the Galeſus; D*Anville and Zannoni give that 
name to a river that diſcharges itſelf into the Mare Grande. The ſpring of the 
Citrezze is deep, and therefore anſwers Virgil's epithet of black. The very 
little extent of its courſe correſponds with the ancient opinion of its being the 
ſhorteſt of all rivers ; but ſtill I cannot underſtand how fo trifling a rill could be 
deemed a river, and be called Evrotas by the Parthenii, from its reſemblance to the 
river of Lacedemon; or how numerous flocks could wander on its banks, and be 


Waſhed in its waters, 


* 


Waves, 


5 
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waves, ſtretching from eaſt to weſt, 
in the ſhape of an oval lake, divided 
into two unequal bays by a narrow 
promontory ; olive woods clothe the 


 Jfore-ground on both fides, and the 
appolite hills appear rich in or- 


chards and corn-elds. Over the 
city, the Mare Grande, or outer 
port, ſome ſhips at anchor, iſlands, 
— and behind all, the blue 
mountains of Baſilicata complete the 
proſpect. A long bridge of ſeven 
arches joins the city to che conti- 
nent on the north ſide; through 


them the tide flows with great im- 


petuoſity, and nothing now but ſmall 
boats can be admitted by this pat- 

ſage, which was formerly the en- 
trance of the harbour. But even in 
the time of the Romans, I think it 
evident from what Appian ſays, that 


there were drawbridges, by which 


the garriſon of the citadel preſerved 
a command over the veile:s in port, 
Had the mouth been quite free, the 
Tarentine fleet in the ſecond Punic 
war could not have been ſo com- 
pletely blocked up, as to render all 
attempts to break through utterly 


fruitleſs. At each arch is fixed a 


frame for hanging nets to intercept 
fiſh as they run up into the little 
fea with the flow, or fall back with 
the ebb; and upon this bridge is 
carried the aqueduct that ſupplies 
the town with water.. . 
„ FTolita king of the Goths is ſaid 
to have been the firſt that erected 
an aqueduct on this north fide ; 
others attribute it to the Emperor 
Nicephorus. It was built in the 
preſent form and direction in 1543. 
The ſources lie twelve miles diſtant 
from Taranto, in the mountains of 
Marina, where many grooves ard 
cuts in the heart of the rock collect 
the ſtraggling rills and filtrations, 
and bring them together at a pot 


A ; * 
a 


called Valdenza; from thence the 
waters run to Triglio, where they 
fall into immenſe reſervoirs, and 
then pals under ground tþ the deep 
cilterns at Tremiti. At La Follia 
they riſe to day, and keep an open 
courſe for ſeven miles, till they en- 
ter an arcade of two hundred and 
three arches, in very bad repair, 


overgrown with ivy, and oozing at 


every joint ; the water is conveyed 


through hollaw ſtoncs, each of which 
has a ſpout that fits into the next. 
« The ſhape of Taranto has been 


likened to that of a ſhip ; of which 
the caſtle at the eaſt end repreſents 
the ſtern, the great church the maſt, 
the tower of Raymund Oriini the 
bowſprit, and the bridge the cable. 
It ſtands gon the ſite of the ancient 
believe occupies ra- 

t—ro9om-: it was formerly 
Joined to the continent by a narrow 
neck of ſand, wich occaſioned Wil 


Ham of Puglia to ſay, That Taren- 


tum would be an 3{land, but fer 3 


{mall riſing ground, 


Inſula mox fieret modicus ni collis adeſſet. 


te Ferdinand the Firſt being appre- 
henſive of an attack from the Turks, 
ordered the iſthmus to be cut through, 
and the ſea to be let in. Philip the 


Second cauſed the paſſage to be 


widened and deepened ſo as to ad- 


mit veſſels; but it was afterwards 
choaked up with ſand and filth, and, 


by the ſtagnation of its waters, be- 
came a great nuiſance. The air of 


Taranto was grievouſly affected by 
it till 1755, when it was again 
cleared out by the king's directions. 
The ſtreets are remarkably dity 
and narrow, eſpecially the Marina, 
which runs along che Mare Piccolo, 


and is, without diſpute, the molt 


diipuſtful habitation of human be- 
ings in Europe, except, perhaps, 


the 
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the Jewiſh Ghetto at Rome. The 
only tolerable ſtreet is a terrace 
above the ſteep rocks that hang 
over the Mare Grande, and prevent 
all acceſs on that quarter. The 
cathedral, dedicated to. Saint, Ca- 
taldus, whom the legend calls a 
native of Raphoe in Ireland, has 
little merit: it is a melancholy con- 
ſideration, that the chapel of the 
patron has been decorated at the 
expence of almoſt every monument 
of the ancient city. The granite 
columns, taken from its ruinated 
fanes, are aukwardly crouded under 
the ill-proportioned roof of this 
church. The ſquare near the bridge 
is the only opening of any extent, 
and the general reſort of the citizens 
in ſummer, when they ſit round the 
fountain to enjoy the ſoft evening 
breeze, and refreſh themſelves with 
the fanning of the balmy air. But 
modern Taranto cannot boaſt of that 
degree of ſalubrity at all ſeaſons, 
which rendered the ancient city the 
delight of voluptuaries and valetu- 
dinarians. A failure of cultivation, 
and of attention towards keeping 
the paſſages for water free, cavſes 
ſome degree of malignity in its cli- 
mate during the hot months; but 
there is great reaſon to hope theſe 
inconveniencies will be removed by 


the patriotic and judicious endea- 


vours of the preſent archbiſhop Mon- 
ſignor Joſeph Capecelatro, who has 
abandoned the road that leads to 
the purple, and other objects of ec- 


clefiaſtical ambition, in order to 


devote his life and talents to the 
welfare of his flock, and the im- 
provement of his native country. 

« [ was lodged at the Celeitine 
convent, a neat houſe, built upon 
the ruins of a temple. The prior 
received me with great politenets, 
and at ſupper treated me with the 
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moſt varied N18 of ſhell-fiſſi k 


ever fat down to. There were no 
leſs than fifteen ſorts, all extremely 
fat and ſavoury ; eſpecially a ſmall 
ſpecies of muſcle, the ſhell of which 
is covered with a velvet thag, and 
both inſide and outfide is tinged 
with the richeſt violet- colour. I 
taſted of all, and ate plentifully of 
ſevera] ſorts, without experienciag 
the leaſt difficulty in the digeſtion.” 

His charaQer of the inhabitaats 
is as follows: 8 | 

* The inhabitants negle& the 
culture of their fields, and turn all 
their attention to fiſhing ; a profeſ- 
ſion hampered with fewer incum- 
brances, leſs continual labour, and 
aftording greater certainty of ſuc- 
ceſs. Their lands are cultivated, 
their cora reaped, by Calabrians; 
their paſtures covered with Abruz- 


zeſe ſheep and ſhepherds ; while the 


modern Jarentines, as much at leaft 


as their poverty will allow them, : 


ſeem to copy the gentle, indolent 


manners of their forefathers, citi- 


zens of Molle Jarentum. They are 
ſtill paſſionately fond of amuſements, 
and eager only in the purſuit of 
pleaſure. Their addreſs is affable, 
and pleaſing to ſtrangers; their pro- 
nunciation liſping, and ſofter than 


that of the natives of the neigh- 


bouring provinces. Here women 
bring forth children with little dif- 


ficulty ; and treat as a ſhght incon- 


venience thoſe dangers and pains, 
which are io dreadiul to their ſex in 
moſt other countries. Here it 1s 


impoſiible to cite an inſtance of a 


perion's dying in childbed.” * 
The next diviſion of Mr, Swin⸗ 
burpe's journey is from Taranto to 
Reggio, his route lying altogether 
along the coaſts of the Gulf of 
Taranto, and of the lonian Sea, and 
round the ſouthern extremity of Ca- 
labria 
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labria Ultra. In this portion of his 
Travels he paſſes through the places 
Where the famous Grecian colonies 
of the Sybarites, the Crotoniates, 
and the Locrians flouriſhed, and 


enters at large into the former gran- 


deur, riches, extent, and power of 
their reſpective ſtates. As this coaſt, 
from the author's account, ſtill 
ſeems to poſſeſs, in a great meaſure, 
the capability of re- aſſuming its for- 
mer conſequence and ſplendor, one 
cannot but lament that the internal 
bad government of the Two Cala- 


brias ſhould ſo completely thwart 


and render abortive every exertion 
of kind and luxuriant nature, and 
that by improvident and ineffica- 
cious taxes, and impoſts, the induſ- 
trious huſbandmen ſhould be driven 
back from the fruitful ſhores into 
the mountains, and converted into 
a gang of robbers. I | 

The following extract, relative to 
a moſt curious appearance, ſome- 
times reflected from the ſurface of 
the ſea in the Faro of Meſlina, we 

ſhall lay before our readers: 

1 enjoyed ſeveral delightful 
walks along the beach. Wherever 
a hole is made in the ſands, though 
within a foot of the ſea, freſh-water 
bubbles up. The views on every 
| fide are enchanting, equal to the 
charming ones of the Neapolitan 
gulf, and ſuperior to all others that 
LT have ever ſeen. Meſſina riſes out 
of the waves like a grand amphi- 
theatre; and the Faro, lined with 
villages and towns, ſeems a noble 
Tiver, winding between two bold 


- ſhores. | 3 
«© Sometimes, but rarely, it exhi- 


bits a very curious phænomenon, 


The name is probably derived from an opinion, that the whole ſpectacle is 


vulgarly called La Fata Morgana *; 
The philoſophical reader will find 
its cauſes and operations learnedly 
accounted for in Kircher, Minaſi, 
and other authors. I ſhall only give 
a deſcription of its appearance, from 
one that was an eye-witneſs. Fa. 
ther Angelucci is the firſt that men- 
tions it with any degree of accuracy, 
in the following terms: = 
On the fifteenth of Auguſt, 
ce 1643, as I ſtood at my window, 
« ] was ſurpriſed with a moſt won- 
cc derful, delectable viſion. The 
« ſea that waſhes the Sicilian ſhore 
ce ſwelled up, and became, for ten 
« miles in length, like a chain of 
cc dark mountains; while the wa- 


« ters near our Calabrian coaſt. 
« grew quite ſmooth, and in an 


« inſtant appeared as one clear po- 
&« liſhed mirror, reclining againſt 
« the aforeſaid ridge. On this 
ce glaſs was depicted, in chiaro ſcu- 
« 71, a ſtring of ſeveral thouſands 


« of pilaſters, all equal in altitude, 


« diſtance, and degree of light and 
« ſhade. In a moment they loſt 


« half their height, and bent into 
« arcades, like Roman aqueducts. 
« A long cornice was next formed 


* on the top, and above it roſe 
te caſtles innumerable, all perfectly 
ce alike, Theſe ſoon ſplit into 
« towers, which were ſhortly after 


ce loſt in colonnades, then windows, 
« and at laſt ended in pines, cy- 
ce preſſes, and other trees, even and 


ce ſimilar. This is the Fata Mor- 
“ gana, Which, for twenty-ſix years, 


6 had thought a mere fable.” 


« 'To produce this pleafing decep- 
tion, many circumſtances mult con- 


cur, which are not known to exiſt in 


produced by a fairy or a magician, The populace are delighted whenever the 


viſion appears, and run about the ſtreets 


out to partake of the glorious ſight. 
/ 8 


„ ſhouting for joy,—-calling every body 


any 


— 
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any other ſituation. The ſpectator 
muſt ſtand with his back to the eaſt, 
in ſome elevated place behind the 
city, that he may command a view 
of the whole bay; beyond which 
the mountains of Meſſina riſe like a 
wall, and darken the back-ground 
of the picture. 
huthed ; the ſurface quite ſmoothed ; 
the tide at its height; and the wa- 
ters preſſed up by currents to a 
oreat elevation in the middle of the 
channel. All theſe events coincid- 
ing, as ſoon as the ſun ſurmounts the 
eaſtern hills behind Reggio, and 
riſes. high enough to form an ang le 
of forty-five degrees on the water be- 
fore the city, — every object exiſting 
or moving at Reggio will be repeat- 
ed a thouſand fold upon this marine 
looking-glaſs; which, by its tremu- 
lous motion, is, as it were, cut into 
facets. Each image will pals ra- 
pidly off in ſucceſſion, as the day ad- 
vances, and the ſtream carries down 
the wave on which it appeared. 

Thus the parts of this moving 
picture will vaniſh in the twinkling 
of an eye. Sometimes the air is at 
that moment ſo impregnated with 
vapours, and undiſturbed by winds, 
as to reflect objects in a kind of 


arial ſcreen, riſing about thirty feet 


above the level of the ſea, In 
clouay, heavy weather, they are 
drawn on the ſurface of the water, 
bordered with fine priſmatical co- 
lours.”? 8 

From Reggio Mr. Swinburne re- 
turns back to the Terra de Otranto, 
by a veſſel bound to Gallipoli, in 
that province; and from thence to 


Naples by Brindiſi (the ancient 
Brunduſium) and Bari, and after- 


wards by a more inland route. 

The ſecond volume of this work 
commences with Mr. Swinburne's 
excurſions in the neighbourhood of 


The winds muſt be 
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Naples. His view and deſcription 
of that city, taken from the caſtle 
of St. Elmo, we ſhall lay before our- 
readers. From this eminence, he 
ſays, „the whole city and ſuburbs, 
with every object that hitherto had 
partially engaged my attention, 
were now brought under my in- 
ſpection in one collective picture. 

« As from an advanced poſt, I 
here reconnoitred all the quarters 
of Naples, and formed an exact idea 
of its general outline, as well as its 
particular ſituations. The ſea be- 
fore it is ſcalloped into two ſemi- 
circles divided by a promontory, 
and imitating the Arabic figure of 
three. The promontory runs out 
from the hill of Saint Elmo, ſink- 
ing gradually towards the Caſtel _ 
dell' Uovo with a- gentle curve, 
The ealtern bay does not approach 
ſo near to the hills as that of Chiaia, 
but leaves a capacious vale for the 
city and ſuburbs, which extend very 
irregularly over the hills, and run 
vp ſeveral narrow dales. On this 
account it is difficult to obtain the 
juſt dimenſions of Naples. King 
Koger cauſed it to be meaſured, 
and found it to be two miles and ſix 
furlongs in circumference, but it 
was then only upon a footing with 
many other cities of his dominions, 
and not the metropolis. Another 
meaſurement was taken in 1500, 
which amounted to nine miles in 
circumference, Its walls are no 


longer of any real defence, and of 


courſe the ſafety of Naples depends 
vpon the force of its armies. To 
repel hoſtile attempts by ſea, which, 
from its fituation, maritime powers 
might be tempted to make, it has 
to the weft the Caſte] dell' Uovo, 
a confuſed pile of ancient buildings, 
and ſome modern batteries; the 
rock this fortreſs ſtands upon was 

—— | originally 


— * 


originally called Megara, then Lu- 
cullanum, and muſt have been con- 
ſidered early as a place of ſtrength, 
for Romulus Auguſtulus, the laſt 
Roman emperor of the weſt, was 
ſhut up Here in 475. His father, 


Oreſtes; had inveſted- him with the 


imperial pufple, but Odoacer, King 


of the Heruli, defeated his army, 


and put an end to the empire. Hi- 
ther alſo the ſon of king Manfred 
was transferred from Puglia, and 
Iingered out a tedious life of mi- 
ſery. Along the line of the ſhore 
towards the eaſt are ſome batteries 


on the points of land, the baſtions 


of the arſenal, and above it the 
toſty wall of the Caſtel Nuovo, 
erected by Charles the Firſt, Its 


inner gate is decorated with a tri- 


umphal arch raiſed in honour of 
 Alphonſus the Magnificent, a work 


correct in taſte and architecture. 
This fortreſs has uſually been the 
refuge of the ſovereigns and vice- 
toys in all civil wars and tumults, 
and for that reaſon they have long 
fixed their reſidence near its walls. 


A block-houſe and batteries defend 


the mouth of the harbour, and at 
the eaſtern extremity of the town is 
the Torrione del Carmine, better 
| known by the figure it made in the 


rebellion of 1647, than by its ex- 


tent or military ſtrength. The caſ- 
tle of Saint Elmo, where I ſtood 
to view the city, commands Naples 
in every direction, and is in reality 
calculated rather to annoy and awe 
the citizens, than to defend them 
from foreign invaders. King Ro- 
bert firſt ſaw the propriety of forti- 
fying this poſt, and the emperor 
Charles the Fifth reduced the old 
works to a regular pentagonal form. 

« The dock-yard and magazines 
for the gallies are ſpacious ; the 
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harbour where ſhips of war and 
merchantment lie rather too con- 
fined : it is entirely the work of art, 
being formed by the projection of a 
crooked mole firſt laid by Charles 
the Second, and after many addi- 
tions, compleated by the preſent 
king of Spain. A lofty pharos points 
out the entrance of the harbour in 
the night; but as the hill behind 
riſes very bigh, theſe lights are 
eaſily con founded with thole of the 
town. 
“ Naples contains ſome fine 
ſquares and large ſtreets; of the 


former the Largo Caſtello and Spi- 


rito Santo are the moſt extenſive, 
Toledo is the principal among the 
latter, inferior to few in Europe, 
for length and buildings. In the 
heart of the city the ſtreets are nar- 


row, and, on account of the great 
of great effect, though not perfectly 


elevation of the houſes, gloomy and 
cloſe; they are paved with ſquare 


ſtones of dark-coloured lava, aach 


out of quarries, or rather ſtagnate 


torrents formerly vomited by Veſu- 
vius or the Solfatara. It is ſaid that 


this matter muft be many centuries 


old ere it acquire a ſufficient de- 
gree of hardneſs for the purpoſe of 
paving; but I am inclined to be- 
lieve it very ſoon becomes as com- 
pact as it ever will be: paving- 
ſtones are contracted for at two car- 
lint a piece, and, in great thorough- 
fares, mult be renewed in Jeſs than 
three years. TE 

«© All parts of Naples are copi- 
ouſly ſupplied with water by an an- 


cient aqueduct, which has more than 


once over-balanced its ſervices, by 
affording a paſlage for beſiegers to 
enter the city: through it Beliſa- 
rius introduced ſoldiers that ſur- 
priſed the Gothic garriſon ; Al- 
phonſus the Firſt repeated the ſtra- 
tagem with ſucceſs. Many foun- 
--1 tains 
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tains retail the ſupply, ſome few 
of which are decorated in a good 
Kyle. 

Fu The Neapolitan architects are 
too laviſh of ornament, and too 


frequently run into a falſe and bar- 


barous taſte : the edifices of Rome 
have in general more grandeur and 
chaſtity of ſtyle, except thoſe which 


have been executed upon the plans 


of Borromini and his ſcholars : 
they indeed exceed in wanton vio- 


lation of propriety all the flights of 


Gothic architecture. Moſt of the 


_ Churches of Naples are crowned 


with cupolas ; a few ſlender ſteeples 
break the line, and add variety to 
the picture, but there is a want of 


ſome venerable pile to tower. above 


the reſt; the cathedral is not ſuffi. 
ciently pre-eminent. I ſcarce know 
a church without ſome good paint- 
ings, but very few in which the 
architect has ſhewn a pure noble 


taſte. Two columns of a temple 


dedicated to the Dioſcuri and the 


city of Naples, are the only re- 


markable monuments of ancient ar- 
chitecture remaining. The portico 
to which they belonged was over- 
turned by an earthquake in 1688; 
they ſtand before the door of a 
church, conſecrated to St. Peter and 


Paul; this temple was erected by 
Tiberius Julius Tarſus, and Pelago 
the freedman of Auguſtus ; the 


apoſtles who were united in their 
miſſion and martyrdom, have been 


ſubſtituted for the twin brothers 


Caſtor and Pollux. Santa Chiara, 


a rich monaſtery of noble dames, 


founded by king Robert, and the 
place of ſepulture for the royal 
family, has a church repaired and 


painted by Conca, in ſo gay and 


airy a ſtyle, that it exhibits more 

of the elegance of a ball-room than 
of the awful ſolemnity of a temple. 
Vor. XXVII. 85 | 
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The chancel of Saint Philip Nerf 
1s the beſt ſample of eccleſiaſtical 
architecture in Naples large co» 
lumns of antique granite divide it 
from the iſles in a moſt majeſtic 
manner, though ſome of the uſual 
proportions are not critically ob- 
ſerved. The Carthuſian convent of 


Saint Martin, adjoining to the caſtle 
of Saint Elmo, is, I believe, the 


beſt ſituated monaſtery in Europe; 
every thing appertaining to it cor- 
reſponds with the ſublimity of the 


view; immenſe ranges of build- 


ings, a ſtately church, ſuperb halls, 


and a noble collection of pictures. 


To ſupport this great eſtabliſhment, 
and a large family of aſcetic mem 
bers, that neither beg nor earn their 
livelihood, the ſociety enjoys a moſt 
princely income ; the overplus of it 
is employed in the pernicious cha- 


Tity of teeding beggars, and the 


rational one of portioning out the 


female relations of the monks; it 


is reported, that government in- 
tends ſhortly to take upon itſelf the 
charge of appropriating this ba- 
lance. The relics of Saint Janua- 
rius form the principal boaſt of the 
cathedral. The Carmine calls to 
mind the bloody cataſtrophe of thoſe 
royal youths. Conradine and Fre- 
derick of Auſtria, butchered before 
its door; whenever I traverſed that 
ſquare, my heart yearned at the 
idea of their premature fate, and 
at the deep diſtreſs of Conradine's 
mother, who, landing on the beach 
with her ſon's ranſom, found only a 
lifeleſs trunk to redeem from the 
fangs of his barbarous conqueror. 
In the cloyſter of the Carmine, 
Maſſanfello was murd-red by the 
compan)ons of his revolt, a victim 
to his want of condut. | 
« The ſacred edifices of Naples 
— with ſepulchral monuments 


Sx! 


of diſtinguiſhed perſonages ; the 
Chapel of the San Severo family 
Exhibits many very extraordinary 
ſtatues; the art with Which the 
ſculptor has ſurmounted the diffi- 
culty of repreſenting human bodies 
wrapped up in cloths or entangled 
in the meſhes of a net, is truly won- 
derful; but the piece of ſtatuary 
which appeared in my eyes to poſ- 
ſeſs the moſt real merit, is a Chriſt 
in the ſhroud, by San Martino, a 
living Neapolitan artiſt; undoubt- 
edly a fine-performance. | 

The dwellings of the nobility 
are grand. In 1597, when Mor- 
riſon travelled, there was no glaſs 
in any windows of Naples, nor is it 
above forty years ſince the uſe of 
glaſs became common. While the 
Neapolitans languiſhed under the 
oppreſſive and almoſt hoſtile go- 
vernment of a viceroy, they ſeem 
to have felt little for the honour of 

their country ; the comforts of life 
were imperſectly known, and all 
emulation appeared dead among 
them ; the revival of elegant arts, 
the introduction of numberleſs im- 
provements in public and private 
life, the adorning of the city, and 
a more convenient mode of furniſh- 
| Ing their dwellings, all date from 
the æra of the conqueſt of Naples 
by Don Carlos,—A ſovereign of 
their own then came to reſide among 
them, they felt once more that they 
were a nation, and had a glory and 
intereſts worth conſulting. 

« The royal palace, begun in 
16000 by the count of Lemos, after 
the deſign of Fontana, preſents 
'very handiome front, a ſtaircaſe in 
the nobleſt proportions, and apart- 
ments ſuitable to the rank of the 
Inhabitants ; theſe rooms have, how- 
ever, loſt ſome of their ſplendor, 
by the removal of the Farneſian 
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collection of pictures; thoſe valu- 
able paintings are now ſhewn at 
Capodimonte, a palace erected upon 
the hills to the north of the city, 
by the king of Spain, but left un— 
finiſned, from the difficulty of pro- 
curing water; the ground upon 


which it ſtands is undermined in 
various and numberleſs directions; 


theſe caverns were either left in the 
original formation of the bill, and 
chiſelled into ſhape by the hand of 


man, or were quarries gradually ex- 


tended as the materials were want- 


ed for building; though we are 


not certain in what manner they 


were excavated, we know that they 


long ſerved both heathens and chriſ- 


tians as repoſitories of the dead; 


they ſurpaſs the catacombs of Rome 
in extent, but for many ages have 
ſeldom been uſed for funeral pur- 
poles; ſimilar vaults under the 
churches in the town, being more 
at hand, are now the uſual places 
of burial. It is a cuſtom here, on 


All Souls day, to throw open the 


cnarnel » houſes, lighted up with 
torches, and decked out wich all the 
fowery - pageantry of May - day; 
crowds follow crowds through theie 


vaults to behold the coffins, nay the 


bodies of their friends and rela- 
tions ; the floors are divided into 
beds, like a garden, and under theſe 
heaps of earth the corpſes are laid 
in regular ſucceihon ;3 the place is 
perfectly dry, for the ſoil is rather 
a pounded ſtone than earth, and 
parches up the fleſh completely in a 
twelvemonth; when that period is 
elapſed, the body 1s :aken up, dreſt 
in a religious habit, and fixed like 
a ffatue in a niche; many retain 4 
borrid reſcinblance to what they 


were when animated, and {ome fhew | 


fizong marks of agony in their dif- 
torted ſeatures. They are much 
| better 
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better preſerved than the mummies 
of Toulouſe, which paſs for ſuch 
fingular curioſities. 

„ The Albergo de Poveri, in- 
tended as a refuge for the poor from 
all parts of the kingdom, is an ex- 


tenſive hoſpital, but, like moſt works 


planned upon a ſcale that ſtrains the 
ſinews of the public revenue, re- 
mains unfiniſhed. _ 

« 'The theatre of San Carlo is 
one of the' moſt capacious in the 
world, and when illuminated the 
moſt magnificent, 

« 'The Studu 1s a ſhowy edifice de- 
corated with ancient ſtatues brought 
from Cuma. There is a plan under 
conſideration at court, for removing 
the contents of the muſæum hither 
from Portici, ia order to place that 
ineſtimable collection at a greater 


diſtance from Veſuvius; the day 


may otherwiſe come, when another 
ſtream of fire ſhall bury theſe trea- 
ſures again for ages. But is Naples 
itſelf a place of ſecurity? Its ſafety 
depends upon the wind that blows 
during an irruption; if that ſhould 
happen to dire* the aſhes to the 
north-weſt, Naples would be ex- 
poſed to the fate of Pompeii; be- 
ſides, its foundations reſt on hollow 
ground, and earthquakes may de- 
ſtroy the pillars that ſupport them; 
were I admitted to counſel on the 
occaſion, I ſhould prefer a removal 
to Caſerta, but think it ſtill more 
adviſeable to leave the antiquities 
where they are. They would ſuffer 
ſo mich damage and derangement 
in the package, and remain for ſo 
many years unopened and unclaſſed, 
that the preſent generation of learn- 
ed and curious perions would pro- 
bably never be gratified with a fight 
of em. 

In the courſe of his excurfion to 
Pæſtum, Mr, Swinburne gives an 
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account of the celebrated ruins of 
Herculaneum and Pompeii. 

From Naples Mr. Swinburne fails 
to Palermo, the capital of Sicily, 
Out of the numerous and reſpecta- 
ble letters of recommendation given 
him at Naples, only two were here 
paid any attention to, viz. thoſe 


which he brought to prince Lance- 


lotti, of Torremuza, and to Mon- 
ſignor Severino, of Naples, arch- 
biſhop of the united ſees of Paler- 
mo and Monreale. That any pre- 
Judice of this ſort ſhould reign in 


the Sicilian metropolis, nay, be 


confined to it alone, is very extra- 
ordinary: for from the kind atten- 


tion of the archbiſhop of Palermo, 


Mr. Swinburne ſeems in every 0- 
ther part of the country to have 
met with the moſt perfect hoſpita- 
EO FFF 
In this journey through Sicily, 
beginning with Palermo, and end- 


ing with Meſſina, Mr. Swinburne 


has for the moſt part kept the ſea- 
coaſt, encircling in his route nearly 
the whole iſland, excepting the north 


| fide of it, towards the Mediterra- 


nean. Girgenti, with the ruins of 
the ancient Agrigentum, Syracuſe, 
Mount Etna, and Meſſina, are the 
chief objects in his account, and we 
conld wiſh the limits of our work: 
admitted of our. entering more at 
large into his deſcription of theſe 


places. oo 
From Meſſina Mr. Swinburne 


paſſes over to Tropea, ir South Ca- 
labria, and returns by land to Na- 
ples; having, 40 uſe his own words, 
completed a tour, by ſea and land, 
of 914 computed miles. 

1 he deſcription of his route thro? 


the Two Calabrias, combines in it 


every ſpecies of beauty that a coun- 


try can poſſeſs. —** Sed quantum 


«© mutatus ab illo,?” —with what a 
N 2 mixture 
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mixture of horror and regret do we 


turn from ſuch a picture, to the re- 


preſentation of it after the earth- 
quakes in 1783! a ſhort deſcription 
of which Mr. Swinburne has given 
in a note; but as. Sir William Ha- 
milton's account, which is more at 
length, is inſerted in the Annual 
Regiſter for the year above-men- 
tioned, we ſhall refer our readers to 
that relation. 1 
From Naples, Mr. Swinburne 
proceeds to Rome; but as he con- 


fines himſelf to the Two Sicilies, 


ſays nothing with regard to that 
city. His Travels conclude with a 
ſhort excurſion from Rome, a little 
way into the two moſt northern 


provinces of Naples, called the 


Abruzzos; his route lies through 
Alba, Avezzano, by the lake of 
Celano, of which he gives a full 
and minute deſcription, and thro' 
Sora and Iſola. 

Near Sora, on the banks of the 
river Fibreno, ftood the houſe of 


M. T. Cicero, which, Mr. Swin- 


burne ſays, ſtill retains ſome traces 
of the beauties aſcribed to it by that 
orator; but no veſtige or monument 
of the villa or its appendages re- 
main. 

We ſhall conclude, by giving 


Mr. Swinburne's account of the 


preſent ſtate of the TWO Abruzzos, 


and of the character of its ichabi- 


„„ 
«© As theſe provinces are the moſt 


northern, they are alſo the coldeſt 


in the kingdom, being exceedingly 


mountainous. 


tion, but that of ſome narrow val- 
lies formed by the waters of the 
numerous rivers that ruſh down from 
the heights, continues in a ſlight 
declivity to the edge of the Adri- 
atic ſea, But the rigour of the cli- 


The coain of the 
Apennines, without any interrup- 


mate is not ſo great as to prevent 
the country' from producing in a- 
bundance every thing requiſite for 
the ſupport of life. Vegetables, 
fruits, animals, and numberleſs o- 
ther articles of ſuſtenance, not only 
'furniſh ample proviſion for the uſe 


of the natives, but alſo allow of 


exportation, 'There 1s ſo large a 
quantity of wheat reaped, that ma- 
ny thouſands of quarters are an- 
nually ſhipped off. Much Turkey 
wheat is ſent out, and. the province 
of Teramo ſells a great deal of rice 
little inferior in goodneſs to that of 


_ Lombardy. Oil is a plentiful com- 


modity, and wines are made for 
exportation on many parts of the 
coaſt ; but wool has always been, 
and ſtill is, their ſtaple commodity : 
the flocks, after paſſing the whole 
ſummer in the fine paſtures of the 
mountains, are driven for the win- 


ter into the warm plains of Puglia, 


and a few ſpots near their own coaſt, 
where the ſnow does not lie; there 
are no manufactures of woollens in 
the province, except two ſmall ones 
of coarſe cloth, and the greatelt 
part of the wool is ſent out un- 
wrought. No ſilk is made here, 
though mulberry-trees would grow 

well in the low grounds. þ 
„ Formerly the territory of Aqui- 
la furniſhed Italy almoſt excluſively 
with ſaffron, but ſince the culture 


of that plant has been ſo much fol- 
lowed in Lombardy, it has fallen 


to nothing in Abruzzo. In the 
maritime tracts of country the cul- 
tivation of 1iq.orice has been in- 
creaſed of late years, but foreign- 
ers export the roots in their natural 
ſtate: in the province of Teramo 
there is a manutaQory of pottery- 
ware, for which there is a great de- 
mand in Germany, by the way of 
Trieſte, as it is remarkably > _s 

an 
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and fine, but even this is going to 
decay, by being abandoned entirely 
to the ignorance of common work- 
men. It is not to be expected that 
any improvements will be made in 
arts and manufactures, where the 


encouragement and attention of ſu- 


periors is wanting, and no pains 
taken to render the commodity more 
marketable, or to open better chan- 
nels of ſale for it. The only ad- 
vantages theſe provinces enjoy, are 


the gift of benevolent nature; but 


ſhe has ſtill greater preſents in ſtore 
for them, and waits only for the 
helping hand of government to pro- 
duce them. This whole coaſt, one 
hundred miles in length, is utterly 


deſtitute of ſea- ports; and the only 


ſpots where the produce can be 
embarked are dangerous inconve- 
nient roads, at the mouths of rivers, 
and along a lee-ſhore: the difficulty 
of procuring ſhipping, and of load- 
ing the goods, frequently cauſes 
great quantities of them to rot on 
hand, which damps induſtry, and 
prevents all improvements in agri- 
culture. The huſbandman is a poor 
diſpirited wretch, and wretchedneſs 
produces emigration: the uneven 
ſurface of the country occaſions it 
to be inhabited by retail, if I may 
uſe the expreſſion, rather than in 
large maſſes, for there is not a city 


that contains ten thouſand people, 


and the moſt of them would find it 


difficult to muſter three thouſand, 
Villages, caſtles, and feudatory eſ- 


tates, are to be met with in abun- 
dance, but the numbers of their 
inhabitants are to be reckoned by 
hundreds, not thouſands; in a word, 
the political and ſocial ſyſtem of 
the province ſhews no ſigns of the 
vigour which nature ſo remarkably 
diſplays here in all her operations. 
„The antiquary and the natu- 
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raliſt may travel here with exqui- 
ſite pleaſure and profit; the ſormer 
will find treaſures of inſcriptions, 
and inedited monuments apper- 
taining to the warlike nations, that 

once covered the face of the coun- 
try: the natural philoſopher will 
have a noble field for obſervation 
in the ſtupendous monuments that 
riſe on all ſides. Monte- corno and 
Majella are among the moſt inte- 
reſting ; the firſt 1s like an aged 
monument of nature, bald, and hor- 


Tibly broken on every aſpect; from 


various appearances, it is evident 
that its bowels contain many valu- 
able veins of metallic ore, but the 


great difficulty of acceſs renders the 


ſearch of them almoſt impracticable. 
Majella has other merits, and of a 
gayer kind: — nature has clothed its 
declivities and elevated fields with 
an infinite variety of her moſt pre- 
cious plants; vulnerary herbs grow 
there ia as great perfection as on 


the Alps of Swizzerland, and are 
applied by the natives to wounds 


ith equal ſucceſs. | 

« The character of the inhabi- 
tants varies a little among them- 
ſelves, according to ſituation and 
climate, but eſſentially from the diſ- 
poſition of the natives of the more 
ſouthern provinces, This proceeds 
from a difference of origin; for the 
Lombards, who were barbarians, 
but not cruel ; poor, but hoſpita- 
ble; endowed with plain honeſt 
ſenſe, though poſſeſſed of little a- 


cuteneſs or ſubtlety; remained peace- 


able proprietors of theſe mountain- 


ous regions, till the Normans, who 
were accuſtomed to /a fimilar cli. + 
mate, came, and diſpoſſeſſed them. 
The Greeks, who retained almoſt. 
every other part of the kingdom 


under their dominion, never had any 


{way here, 


For this reaſon the 
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Abruzzeſi till bear a great reſem- 
blance to their northern progenitors 
or K to this day, one may 
trace in them the ſame goodneſs of 


heart, but great indolence, and re- 


pugnance to lively exertions, a fault 
that proceeds rather from a want of 


active virtue, than a diſpoſition to 


wickedneſs. Hence it comes that 


in theſe provinces, where the proxi- 


mity of the frontier almoſt inſures 
impunity, fewer atrocious and in- 
human deeds are heard of, than in 
other parts of the realm. Rem- 


nants of ancient northern cuſtoms 


exiſted here ſo late as the beginning 
of this century, and, among the 
mountaineers, very evident traces 
of the Frank and 'Teutonic lan« 
guages may be diſcovered.” 


THE 


CCC 
THE 


CON TENTS 


— 


HISTORY or EUROPE. 


Cap. 


— — 
* 


Retroſpective wiew of the general affairs of Europe from the year 1780. 
Emperor. Great ſchemes of reform and regulation, Some general objer- 
vations on them, Decree for extending the liberty of the preſs. Decree 
in favour of the Fews, Ordinances ftriking at the authority of the court 
cf Rome, Oſtenſible cauſes, and political motives, for the Emperor's 
Journey to the Low Countries in the year 1781. I conſequences of the. 
war in which Holland was engaged, and of the new political ſyſtem 
adopted by that Republic. Reſumption of the Dutch Barrier among the 
principal objects of the Emperor's journey. Objervations on that meaſure. 
Barrier refigned, and the fortreſſes diſmantled. Alarm occafioned thereby 
in Holland. Great benefits derived by the Auſtrian Netherlands, from 
becoming the medium of Britiſh Commerce, in conſequence of the war 
between the maritime powers. Sudden riſe of Oſtend to commercial im- 
poriance through the ſame cauſe, Great favours conferred by the Emperor 
upon the city and people of Oſtend. Declares the port free; orders a baſon 
70 be conſtructed; grants ground for building to foreign ſeitlers ; and places 
of public worſhip to the Proteſtants, Emperor examines the otftruttions to 

the navigation of the Schelde, and wifits Holland. Returns to Vienna. 

Various æuiſe and humane regulations adopted in the courſe of the years 1781 
and 1782. Enlargement of religious liberty to the Proteſtanis— of civil 
liberty to the peaſants of Bohemia, Morawia, Silefia, and Auſirian Po— 
land, who are diſcharged from their ancient ſlavery to the loras. Free 
exerciſe of their religion, with other advantages, granted by the Eledor of 
Saxony to the Roman Catholics in Ig dominions, Jnquiſitien aboliſhed by 

4 : - the... 


4 . * — — — - — * — 
" 2 77 — 2 1 ly . * 3 * ES : = 
—* 2 Ld Z oy na yd — — * nn 2 9 
LR Ergo, 3 — 
3 88 k 0 5 . a - - 
N ne - Bro * » > on - =. N j 
* 4 ; 


-_ — 8 — — — PIG 


3 
7 
4. 
1 
1 
ops 
OS 


—_ 


| 
4 
: 
r 
-4 
j 
is 
# 
Y 
1 


ä 
2 ew | 
- « 8 


CONTENTS 
th: Grand Duke of Tuſcany, Univerſities reformed by the Emperor, 
Aliots ſchools for the Education of ſoldiers children. Meaſures for ren- 
dering the city of Trieſte a great commercial Emporium. Emperor lends 
four millions of florins to the merchants of that city. Suppreſſion of 

religious houſes in the Auſtrian dominions. Eccleſiaſtics in the Auftrian 
Nether/ands diſcharged from all foreign juriſdiction. Imperial reſcript, 
Aiſclaiming all ſubordination, in Jecular affairs, to the Holy See. Supe 
preſſion of religious houſes in the Duchy of Milan. Alarm at Rome, Cor- 
reſpondence between the Pope and the Emperor. Tourney of the Sovereign 
Font, f, Pius the Sixth, from Rome to Vienna. Received with great ho- 
ncurs by the Emperor and Court; but fails in the objefts of his journey. 
Returns to Rome. Reform of the religious orders continued; and extended 
zo the Hierarchy, and ſecular Clergy, as well as to the Regulars. Com- 
mi//ion for adminiſtering the ſequeſtered eſtates ; the produce deflined to 
public purpojes, Obſervations and ſtrictures of foreigners on ſome of theſe 
tranjattigus — — — I 


Ketreſpectiwe view continued, State of the great poauerton the borders of Europe 
and Aa Ottoman Empire. Numerous ſources of diſcord with Ruffia. Suc- 
cęſiſul endeawours of the captain baſhaw, notwithflanding the unfawourable 
fate of public affairs, to quell rebellion and reſtore order. He reſcues the 
' Morea from the Albanians ; puniſhes the authors, and puts an end to the 
atſorders on the coafts of Afia; prevents the intended extermination of 
the Greeks. The Porte, afier much conteſt, ſubmits to the receiving Ruſſian 
conſuls in the provinces of Moldavia, Walachia, and Beſſarabia. I rou- 
Gles in the Crimea. Tartar Khan accepts a commiſſion in the Ruſſian 
ſervice. Dread Confligrations in Conſtantinople. Forty thouſand 
_ houſes deftroged Grand Vizir depoſed, and ſucceeded by Feian Mehemet, 
4 man of parts and ability. Ruſſian Khan depoſed by the diſcontented 
Tartars, and a niw one elected, who is privately ſupported by the Porte. 
Great differences between the two empires on that account. Long truce 
between the Porte and the court of Vienna on the point of expiring, which 
involves the former in new difficulties on that fide. Divan fit eight days 
debating on the queſtion of @ war with Ruſſia, Pacific reſolutions adopted, 
through the influence of the captain bajhaw, g/and vixir, and mufti. 
Popularity of the grand ſignior, and the firmneſs of his miniſters, prevent 
any dangerous effe from the violent ferment of the people, who are cla- 
morous for war ; and who/? paſſions are not leſs agitated by the pacific 
conduct of the court, than by the contemplation of their ruined city. Em- 
peror openly avowy bis determination of ſupporting the claims of Ruſſia, as 
ewell as his own. Strong memorials preſented, and harſh demands made, 
by the courts of Peterſburgh and Vienna, toward the cloſe of the year 
1782. Ho podar of Wallachia ſtrangled. Exceilent conduæ of the grand 
fognior, with re pet to the perſecution carried on by the Armenian patri- 
arch, Vaſt preparations for war on all fides in the year 1783. Treaty 
betaucen the Porte and Spain, New Khan of the Tartars expelled by the | 
| | | Ruſſians. 


CONTENT 8. 
Ruffians, Former Khan abdicates his throne, and aſſigns his dominion and 
country to the empreſs of Ruſſia ; who iſſues a manifeſto, a jigning ihe cauſes 
fer her annexing the Crimea, Cuban, and iſie of Taman to her emp.re, 
Manifeflo from the Porte in anſwer. Notwithſtanding the immenſe pre- 
parations and immediate appearances of war, negociations for a pea e are 
carried on at Conſtantinople under the mediation of France. In the height 
of the troubles the navigation of the Danube is opened to the emperor, tw9 
of whoſe ſhips are received at Belgrade, and projecute their wo „age th the 
Black Sea. Ottoman difficulties and enemies muitiplying on ail ſides. 
Appearances on the fide of Venice. Troubles in Egypt. Perſians attack 
Baſſora. Prince Heraclius invades Natolia, T reaty of commer:e between 
| Ruſſia and the Porte, is followed by a new treaty of accommodation be- 
tween the two empires, which is concluded at Conſtantinople in the begin- 
ning of the year 1784. Accommodation with the emperor. Spaniſh ex- 
pedition againſt Algiers, Earthquakes in Calabria and Sicily — [21 


CHAP. III. 


Recapitulation of the proceedings in parliament relative to the affairs of the 
Eaſt India company, Two Indian committees appo: ted by th; Houſe of 
Commons in 1781. O+jeds of the ſelect committee. Ob j t of the jecret , 
committee. The King's approbation of their proce:dings. R boris of the 
fecret committee brought to the houſe, April 1782. A count of Mr. Dundas's 
ſpeech on that occaſion. Lays three ſets of reſolutions on the babe. Fit 
fet, relative io the general miſconduct of the company's affairs —pftponed , 
Second ſet, relative to the conduct of the preſidency of Madras —woted : 
Third ſet, containing criminal char es ag ainſt Sir Thomas Rumbild—woated. 
Bill of pains and penalties. Procceaing therein. Biil leſt. Confederation 
of the firſt ſet of reſolutions reſ ume. Rejolution againſt Mr. Hajiings 
wvoted. Conduct of the court of {proprietors on that occaſion. Proceedings 
of the ſelect committee. Reſoletio voted. Vote againft Sir Eujah Im- 
pey. King's ſpeeches at the cleſiug and opening of the ſeſſions — 145 


| HAP. IV. 
Meeting of parliament towards the cle of the year 1783. King's ſpeech. 
Addreſſes wotid unanimouſly. Tao India bills brought in by Mr. Fox, 
Subſtance of the bill for veſting the affairs of the company in commiſſioners, 
Subſtance of the bill for the better government of ihe territorial pojſeſ< 
frons, Debates on the bills. Oljections and retiies—1h. of charters — 
plea of necelſit magnitude of abuſes—ſtate of finances company's go- 
ernment in India independent powwers—otlies and gependents—terri— 
torial poſſeſſions —abuſes curable—court of proprietori—court of directors 
— miniſters of the crown. 2d. Objefticn. The dangerous powers and 
influence created by the bills. Anfwer to this objettion. Firſt India bill 
carried up to the houſe of Lords, Rumours of the King's diſlite of the bill. 


Mojuri:y 


„F 


Majority againſt the miniſters in the Houſe of Lerde. Motions in the Houſe 
of Commons, relative to the reports of the King's diſapprobation of the bills; 
and to the diſſolution of parliament, Bill reje&ed by the Lords. Miniſters 
removed == N eee ne 


CHAP Vc; 


Meaſures adopted by the majority in the Houſe of Commons to prevent the 
diſſolution of pariiament—defer the third reading of the land tax bill, 
Cenverſation relative to the refignation of Earl Temple. Reſolution of the 
committee on the flate of the nation to addreſs the king. Fawoarabls 
anſwer from the king. Reſelutions of the committee reſpecking the ace. 
tance of India bonds—and the Duchy of Lancaſter. Short adfournment 
during the Chriſtmas holidays. State of parties at the meeting of the 
Houſe Debate on reſuming the committee on the ſlate of the nation. Re- 
ſolutions of the committee, reſpecting the iſſuing of public money not ap- 
propriated by acts of parliament—for deferring the ſecond reading of the 


mutiny bill or the appointment of miniſters that enjoyed the confidence of © 
the Houſe— of cenſure on the appointment of the preſent miniſters. Bill 


Erought in by Mr. Pitt, for the better government of the India company, 
Debate on the comparative merits of Mr. Pitt's aud Mr. Fos India 
bills, Mr. Pitt's bill rejefted. Notice, by Mr, Fox, of bringing in a 
neau bill — — — — [72 


. 


Reſolution moved againſt the miniſtry by lord Charles Spencer. Union of 
parties called for. Difficulties ſtated by the leaders of each party. The 
minifier called on to give information relative to the at/ign of aifſolving 
parliament— he reſ u es. Motion intended to be made thereon, but deferred. 
Miniſten again interrogated reſpecting the diſſolution his anſwer. Mi- 
tion to obſtrudk the diſſolution. Miniſter”s reaſons for continuing in oface. 
Ridiculous. accuſation of the late miniſtry of bribery. Cauſes of the inde- 
ciſion of both parties. Meeting of members at the St. Alban's tavern to 
ect an union—-their addreſs to both parties, and the anſwers —their 
motions in the Houſe of Commons for forming a new miniſtry, ordered to be 
laid before the king. Motion of the St. Alban's ajjeciation againſ? the 
excluſion of either party in forming a new miniſtry carried in the Houſe 
of Commons. Diſiutereſted conduct of lord North, New expedient for 
effecting an union cauſes of its failure—miſchievous conſequences of th 
_ meaſures... His Majeſly's refuſal to dijmijs bis miniſters debate thereon. 
Proceedings in the Houſe of Lords. Addreſs to the King from the Commons, 
on the reſolutions laid before him, and his Majesty's anſavers Adareys 10 
the King for the removal of his minifiers, and his Majeſty's anſwer there- 
to. Repreſentation to the King on the fate of public affairs. Prorogation 
and dijol ution of parliament — — — 182 
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CHAP. VII. 


Claims of the Emperor upon Holland. Unfortunate fituation of the affa'rs of 
the Republic through the violence of parties and internal diſſonſion. Con- 
tinual attempts by the republican faction to abridge the Siadthilder's 
power, and attacks upon the duke of Brunfwick, That prince reſigas his 
great offices, and quits the country. Interference of the King of Pruia in 
behalf of the Prince Stadtholder. France ovtains an unbounaed influence 
in the affairs of the Republic. Plenipotentiaries ſent to Bruſ/els ty accom— 
modate the differences with the Emperor. Auſtrian troops take pa, eſſiam of 
Old Lillo, and commit other violations of the territorial rights of the Re- 
public. France accepts the office of mediation between Holand and the 
Emperor. Diſpute cccafjoned by a Flemijh boatman on the Schelde. Em- 
peror's ultimaium preſented at Bruſſels. Three new and extraordinary 
demands added to the former ultimatum. Appearances of an immediate 
rupture at the commencement of the autumn 1784. Declaration by the 
Emperor's miniſter, that the firſt ſhot fired upon the Schelde ſhould be con fi- 
dered as a declaration of war. Some account of the nature of the claims, 
and of the reaſons and arguments offered on both ſides; with a particular 
regard to the diſpute relative to the Schelde. State of the claim upon Ma- 
richt. Imperial wefſel fired at and ſtopped upon the Scheide. Imperial 
ambaſſador recalled from the Hague, and the conferences broken up at 
Bruſſels. Preparations for war on both fides. Exertion: of public jpirit + 
by individuals in Holland. States apply to France for a general: Count 

de Maillebois deputed to that appointment. Endeavors to prevent or divert 
the florm. French monarch expoſtulates with the Emperor. Dyke broken 
by the Dutch near Lillo, and the country laid under ævater. Inflexibility 
of the Emperor with reſpect to the Scbelde. Ruſſia takes a decided part 
in favour of the Emperor's claims. TFealouſy excited by the confederacy of 
theſe twa great powers. Political cauſes which rendered it particularly 
incumbent on France and Pruſſia to protect Holland. Prince Henry of 
Pruſfia's viſit to the court of Verſailles, Porte attentive 10, the /tate of 
affairs in Europe, and in readinejs to profit of any occaſion of advantage 
which might be offered, Movements and preparations in France. General 
diſpoſition of that nation with reſpect to the war. Dijadvantages to 
which the Emperor would be expoſed in the projecuticn of a war in the Low 
Countries. Doubtful and critical ſtate of public affairs in Europe at the , 
cloje of the year 1784 — — — Ti 
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Unexpected ſource of jealouſy and diſcord opened in Germany. Scheme for 
the exchange of Bavaria for the Auſtrian Netherlands, Seaſon ill cha/en 
for ſuch a meaſure. Empreſs of Ruſſia wwrites to the Prince of Deux Ports 
upon the ſubject; who perempiorily refuſes a compliance, and + 
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the court of Berlin with the propoſal. King of Pruſſia remonſtrates avitl 
+ the court of Peterſburgh on the ſubjeft : Empreſs's anſever. Conduct of 
the courts of Vienna and Munich. States of Bavaria alarmed. Satisfac. 
tion given by the elector not deemed ſufficiently explicit. Great arſſatisface 
tion excited in Hungary by the late ſchemes of reform. Rebellion of the 
peaſants in the mountainous borders of Tranſyluania and Walachia, $a. 
vage cruelties committed on the nobility, Peaſants defeated, reduced, and 
Horiah, their moch king, publicly executed. Vigilance of the Prufſiax 
monarch, and efficacious meaſures purſued by him, for preventing any in- 
novation in the Germanic conſtitution and ſyſtem of policy. Treaty of 
union and confederation, for maintaining the indiviſibility of the empire, 
and the rights of the Germanic body, in general and particular, figned at 
Berlin on the 234d of July 1785 ; the principal parties being the King if 
Pruſſia, the elector of Brunſwick Lunenburgh, and the elector of Saxony, 
Meaſures purſued by the court of Vienna to prevent or to counteract the new 
league prove ineffedtive. King of Pruſſia's expoſition of the cauſes and 
motives which led io the new German confederation, generally approved by 
the neighbouring powers. The appearances of immediate war in Germany 
ſeem to be ſuperſeded by a more moderate diſpoſition, and the queſtions uten 
the exchange of Bavaria are ſuffered to die away without farther explg- 
nation or diſcuſſion. T he florm of war being diverted from the Low Caun- 
tries, by the great importance of the political queſtions which unexpectedly 
aroſe and were agitated in Germany, the republic of Holland thereby gained 
time to provide the more effefually for the worſt that might happen, as 
 ewvell as for endeavouring to ward off the evil entirely by an accommeda- 
tion. Negaciations reſumed at Paris, under the auſpices of M. de Ver- 
gennes, Dutch deputies received at Vienna by the emperor, Speech and 
anſaber. Definitive treaty of peace between the emperor and the republic 
of Holland concluded under the mediation and guarantee of France, Prin- 
cipal flipulations of the treaty. Treaty of alliance and friendſhip between 
France and Holland, finally ratified on the 25th of December 1785. Ac- 
count of the Spaniſh expedition againſt Algiers in the year 1784 and the 
cauſes which prevented its inſertion in the buſineſs of that year — [124 
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 Fiew of the character of the late parliament. Enormous ſupplies voted 
in its firſt ſeſfion. Fruitleſs expenditure of this ſubſidy occaſions tht 
reſolutiaus aubich terminated the American awar. Evidence of tbt 
parliament's independen'e. Enumeration of important matters in which 
it was engaged. Reſtiads the famous reſolution reſpefting the Mid- 
aleſex election. Diſapprints many, by not proſecuting certain enquirits, 
Sc. Daring the ſhort ſpace of tauo years, ſaw no leſs than five miniſters 
in ſucrefſion. Different opinions on its interference in their appointment and 
removal. Well inclined to ſupport ihe meaſures of the miniſter in power at 
the time of its election. The campaign of 1781 cauſes univerſal alarm, and 
occaſions the commons to interfere to procure a change of councils, Minijier 
| Es | Aequieſces: 
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 acquieſces, Delay in appointing a new miniſtry occaſions a threat of with- 
Holding the ſupplies. Complexion of the new adminiftration. Honourably _ 
Supported. Negociates the peace; which is cenſured in parliament. The 
celebrated coalition formed. The miniſter, in conſequence, retires. Power 
' acquired by the houſe of commons, in conſequence of the coalition. Different 
opinions entertained of that circumſtance. The leaders of the coalition 
fucceed to the miniſtry ; but are diſmijed, and a fifth miniſtry appointed. 
Addreſſes for its removal. Advantageous ground, poſſeſſed by the court, 
| favourable to refit the practice of diſmiſſing a miniſter at the requiſition 
| of the commons. King's anſwer to thoſe addreſſes, calling for ſpecific charges 
againſt the miniſters, a meaſure well calculated to throw difficulties in the 
ebay of ſuch parliamentary proceedings. Inſtances in illuſtration thereof. 
Firmneſs of the commons. Their diſſolution. Advantages pofſefjed by the 
miniſtry upon that event. Cauſes of the ſupport the miniſtry received from 
the people, More than 160 members loft their ſeats. Meeting of the new 
parliament. Former ſpeaker re-choſen. Subſtance of his majeſty's ſpeech. 
Addreſſes. Mr. Burke's jpeech on the meaſure of diſſolving the late 
| parliament. His propoſed remonſtrance io the throne. Commutation ac 
debate thereon. Bills for ſettling the Eaſt India dividend, for reſpite of 
duties, and for the better government of the affairs of that company; ana- 
His of the latter, und ſtretch of the debates thereon. The budget—its con- 
tents, Bill for the reſtoration of eftates forfeited in the rebellion of 1745. 
The Lord Chancellor's argument againſt it; it hawever paſſes. Conclafion 
of the ſeſſion, Subſtance of the king's ſpeech —  — 1142 
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The ſecond ſeſſion of the parliament opened. The king's ſpeech recommends 
the final adjuſtment of the commercial intercourſe with Ireland, the further 
ſuppre ion of ſmuggling, the conſideration of the reports of the commiſſioners 
of accounts, and ihe making regulations in different offices. Earl of Surrey 
exceptions to the ſpeech, The miniſter's anſwer. Lord North's animad- 
 werfrons on the mention which had been made of a parliamentary reform. 
Mr. Burke object: ſo the ſpeech, on account of its taking no notice of India 
affairs, and propoſes an amendment in the addreſs. Miniſter replies to Lord 
| North. — Hiſtory of the celebrated Weſtminſter election, ewhich continued for 
#pwards of fix weeks, and was concluded only on the day previous to the 
return of the writ. High bailiff grants a ſcrutiny, which is proteſted againſt 
by Mr. Fox. Brought before parliament and often diſcuſſed. Arguments 
Vor and againſt the ſcrutiny. Mr. Fox's animated appeal, ſarcaſtically 
attacking the miniſter. Mr. Pitt's reply, charging Mr. Fox with de- 
teſtable conduct in politics. Various queſtions and diviſions on the ſu bj ec. 
The ſerutiny at laſt quaſped, and Lora Hood and Mr. Fox in conſequence 
returned. Prowiſſons by Mr. Fox's Iudia bill, for adjuſting the Nabob of 
Arcot's debts; alſo by Mr. Pitt's. Court of directors purſue meaſures, 
in conſequence of dirtctions in the laiter, which are ſuperſeded by the 
beard of controul, Earl of Carlifle's mation thereon—=4w.ermiy — 3 


* 
« 


0 MT WH NO 2 
| But negatived without a diviſion. The ſame tranſaction agitated in the 
 bauſe of commons by Mr. Fox, and defended by Mr. Dundas. Mr. Smith, 
chairman of the company's, ſentiments. Sir Thomas Rumbold's, My, 
Berke's full inveſtigation of the ſuljech. The motion negatived, 164 70 69. 
— Mr, Pitt's motion to amend the ripreſentation in parliament ; particulars 
of his propoſal. Not generally approved. Mr. Fox's objefions. Ar- 
guments for and ageinſt the meaſure. Negatived.—General review of 
the national finances by the minifler. Olbjections by the oppoſition. Con- 
tents of the budget. Bill for appointing commiſſiencrs to enquire inis 
abuſes, and report ebjervations for better conducting buſineſs, in the pub. 
lic offices, brought in by the miniſter. Obfections theretu. Arguments in 
its favour. Paſſes in the commons by a large majority. In the hrds C: 
receives very material amendmenis.— Mention of the feps taken to ſettle 


tbe commercial intercour/e with Ireland, Cloſe of the ſeſton — 170 p, 
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bis Majefly's and the Eaſt India company's forces on the coaſt of Coro- 


mandel, dated June 27, 1783, received January 9, 17814. — [255 
Letter to the jelett committee at Madras, containing the particulars of the 
repulſe of tht French, on 25th Fune, 1784 1 — — [258 


Exiract of a letter from Vice Admiral Sir Edward Hughes, commander in 
thief of his Majeſty's ſoips and weſſels in the Eaſt Indies, dated July 25, 
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